


ANNALS | 


THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 





ELEVENTH CONGRESS.—FIRST AND SECOND 
SESSIONS. 











THE 
DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS 


4 
: IN THE 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES; 


WITH 


AN APPENDIX, 





CONTAINING 


IMPORTANT STATE PAPERS AND PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, 


: 
s 
5 
z 
4 


AND ALL 


THE LAWS OF A PUBLIC NATURE; ) 


WITH A COPIOUS INDEX. : 


ELEVENTH CONGRESS—FIRST AND SECOND SESSIONS. 


COMPRISING THE PERIOD FROM MAY 22, 1809, TO MAY 1, 1810, 
INCLUSIVE. 


COMPILED FROM AUTHENTIC MATERIALS. 


WASHINGTON: 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY GALES AND SEATON. 








1281 


January, 1810. 








in favor of any measure before the Legislature 
than he has in favor of this; but the bill ought 
to be decided on its merits, and not on the opin- 
ion of the President. 

A gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ross) 
is good enough to allow, that those who may vote 
for the bill will do it on pure motives. The ob- 
ject of the bill, and of those who support it, is to 
preserve the peace of the nation if possible. The 
gentleman quite astonished me; he made a flam- 
ing war speech, and, before he sat down, said he 
wished for peace, if war could be avoided. He 
and those who support the bill agree in their wish 
to preserve peace ; we propose the bill as the best 
means of doing this, which he calls submission ; 
he proposes nothing ; if then our plan is submis- 
sion, to do nothing will surely be submission 
also—a war speech to conclude in favor of peace 
is a little strange tome. Were I for war, I should 
be for making the necessary preparation, to call 
forth the resources and the energy of the nation, 
to go at it tooth and nail. He also said, thata 
middle ground had been adopted in the bill, and 
that the middle ground was submission. With- 
out refering to Agsop or to Grotius, to decide 
whether it be so or not, it seems, to me, that com- 
mon sense would in the present case decide that 
the middle ground was neither war nor submis- 
sion. But the bill contains something like old 
embargo principles—these seem to be quite as 
much dreaded as the fatal submission which the 
bill contains. There is not anything in it like em- 
bargo, though the gentleman pays mea compli- 
ment, which 1 do not deserve, when he says, 
that the chairman who reported the bill was an 
embargo man, and nothing but embargo princi- 
ples was to be expected. If he knew the com- 
mittee, he would not believe, that any chairman 
could report a bill which they did not approve, 
and he would also believe that they understood 
embargo principles. Yes, sir, 1 am an embargo 
man, and hesitate not to say, that the day Con- 
gress gave up the embargo for the non-inter- 
course, if there be submission, that day it began; 
but Ido not consider that submission, and the 
bill is undeniably a better measure than the non- 
intercourse; if we wished war, either against 
England or France, or against both, instead of the 
non-intercourse act, we ought then to have made 
a declaration of war; we then had our sailors, 
our property, and our vessels, at home. I cannot 
perceive the great wisdom, and undaunted cour- 
age, in these war speeches, when there is no war 
motion. 

The same gentleman has brought another em- 
bargo charge against me; itis this, that I mingle 
it with everything I say. He certainly ought 
not complain, for he said twice as much about 
war, as I have about the embargo. The fact is, 
a gentleman from New York (Mr. Gotp) first 
brought it into debate the present session ; to him 
replied. I have always been willing to defend 
it, and never ashamed that Iapproved it; and a 
great majority of the nation also approved it. The 
embargo, as well as every other measure which has 
been brought forward, in opposition to the decrees 
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of France, and the orders of Great Britain, have 
been opposed, while all are saying they will not 
submit toeither. To say the least of the embargo, 
it kept us a year out of war, and the non-inter- 
course with all its imperfections has probably 
kept us out of it another, and if this bill shall pre- 
serve the peace of the country only one year 
more, the committee will have deserved well of 
the nation. 

It is true, that I was willing to limit the bill to 
the end of the present session of Congress, under 
the expectation that we might by that time under- 
stand completely its effect. If it should prove, as 
I believe it will, a beneficial measure, there would 
be no difficulty in continuing it longer, and if on 
experience it should be found not to produce any 
advantage the sooner it expired the better. I 
have patiently attended to the objections which 
have been stated to the bill; they have not ap- 
peared to me to be solid; but is the gentleman 
himself absolutely certain that he is right, that 
he is so wise that he cannot be mistaken; is he 
like the French girl, of whom Doctor Franklin 
told the story in the Convention, who inquired 
of her mother, how it happened that she always 
found everybody in the wrong, and herself al- 
ways in the right? The short limitation is an 
objection which was not expected from those 
who are opposed to every part of the bill, and in 
favor of war; one would naturally suppose the 
shorter the limitation the more agreeable to them. 

I understood the gentleman to say, that the 
friends of the bill had called on him, and others 
who think with him, to join and aid them in 
passing it. I deny it as to myself; I call upon 
no man foraid. The bill must stand or fall on 
its own merits. It has never been, nor ever will 
be my practice to be ruaning about the city by 
day or by night, prowling after men, to support 
any measures I may propuse; if right they ought 
to be adopted, if wrong they ought to be rejected. 
To have solicited the aid of the men who declare 
the bill to be submission, and that nothing but 
war will save the nation, would be, in my opinion, 
to have insulted them. It is not only asking 
them to give up their opinion, but also to do an 
act which they consider submission, and, of course, 
disgraceful at least. Nor have I requested or de- 
manded of them to come out as party men to sup- 
port the bill. No, sir, [have never asked any 
man to yield his judgment to party. To endea- 
vor to pass a bill on such principles, would be to 
acknowledge that there was no reason for pass- 
ing it; in fact that it ought not to pass. 

The same gentleman says, the present dis- 
cussion, at the next election, will put men who 
are for more energetic measures in Congress 
from the Eastern and Southern States. How 
this may be, I cannot tell, but it is a good while 
since these two portions of the Union have been 
coupled together before. As to the people from 
the East, personally I know but little about them, 
having never been among them; if, however, a 
judgment may be formed of them, from their 
members here, they will be found as tenacious of 
their opinions, as most people are of theirs. The 
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gentleman has forgot that their Representatives 


adhere so close to their opinion, that not very 
long since, he had to sit upall night to geta vote. 
Whatever may be the decision of those in the 
South, which I represent, it will be perfectly 
agreeable to me; but Iam yet to learn that the 
people in the East and in the South are more 
fickle than those of the Middle States. 

It is true that the people in the South do not 
make a practice of meeting to pass fiery resolu- 
tions, which, in general, mean nothingmore than 
that the first mover of the meeting, and of the 
resolutions, wants an office. On the day of elec- 
tion, they pass on the conduct of their Represent- 
atives, and then tell them whether they have done 
well, or not.. I did not hear the gentleman dis- 
tinctly enough to understand the story of the Bed- 
lamite, who believed he had it in his power to 
secure the balance of power in Europe. The 
Bedlamite was as well calculated for this as any 
man in the world. The truth is, that no nation 
ever acted with a view to preserve a balance of 
power, all have acted on the principle of self-in- 
terest. The strong have used it, asa reason to 
induce the weak to join in their wars; the weak 
never leagued against the strong, though the 
strong have leagued against the weak. This at 
once shows the manner in which both under- 
stood it. 

A single remark, on what the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Mumrorp) said, and I am done 
with remarking on the observations made by 
others. He is hot from his constituents, and goes 
a step further than every one else. He tells you 
that the bill is downright colonial submission, and 
that the non-intercourse is the system which 
ought to be pursued. To this, I shall only reply, 
that I do not recollect, while that celebrated bill 
was before the House, but one gentleman declar- 
ing, in his place, that he approved it, and the gen- 
tleman from New York has now the sole honor 
of supporting it. 

The bill is calculated not only to prohibit 
French and British vessels, of all sorts, from en- 
tering our waters, but also to put an end to the 
disgraceful Amelia island and Nova Scotia trade, 
to put an end to all indirect commerce in the 

roduce and manufactures of Great Britain and 

rance, and to secure to our vessels the profit of 
carrying on the direct trade between them and us, 
so long as their orders and decrees against us are 
continued in force. But we cannot do without 
French brandy and French wine, we must have 
them, and can get them at Tonningen. Sir, be- 
fore I would be sneaking into Tonningen, or any 
other place, after them, while their decrees are in 
force, and while they continue to sequester every 
cent of our property they can lay their hands on, 
I would drink whiskey and home-made brandy 
all my life. If Great Britain chooses, she may 
retaliate, and we shall be ruined, because we can- 
not get broadcloth. Let her retaliate—let her by 
that make a complete non-intercourse. The ex- 
periment will then be made which can stand it 
longest. I have no doubt on this point, but that 
we could stand it twice as long as she could. In 
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not the proper time to go to war. 
lature shall decide that it is, we may promise our- 
selves to have a host of contractors, quartermas- 
ters, commissaries, &c., all growing rich, while 
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the present state of things, we can get broadcloth 
from Amelia island and Halifax. 
go skulking about either of these places after it, 
while her orders are in force, and in violation of 
the laws of this nation, I would wear homespun 
to the day of my death. Again, if she should re- 
taliate, we shall then have not an imaginary non- 
intercourse, but a real one. 


Before I would 


I have endeavored to show before, that this was 
If the Legis- 


the nation may be growing poor. Let the con- 


dition of the country and the Army be what it 


may, these will make money. Those who have 


called the bill submission, have not attempted to 


demonstrate that it was so; and those who have 


said that it had not as much energy as the non- 


intercourse law, have not attempted to prove it. 
I should like to hear them attempt to satisfy the 
House that their opinions were correct. 

One word as to all the talk about war ; as there 
is no motion for it, the fair presumption is, that 
there are not many in the House forit. Then it 
may fairly be considered that all these big war 
words, only mean to advise a course which, it is 
known, will not be adopted. The true time to 
try courage is the minute of danger. So the 
true time to try a war speech is to seal it with a 
war vote; when that vote will give a majority, 
no doubt can be entertained but that all the gen- 
tlemen who have favored the House with a war 
speech would seal it with such a vote, and that 
they would take an active part in carrying on the 
war. But a vote, when it is known that the mea- 
sure will not obtain, is nothing. 

Sir, it appears to me that the bill will promote 
the welfare and happiness of the nation by pre- 
serving peace. It offers to Great Britain and 
France another proof of the sincerity of our de- 
sire to remain neutral, and to settle our disputes 
with them in a friendly way. It justly places 
them on the same ground in relation to us. It is 
a measure which we can maintain. because it 
promotes the interest of all, and particularly the 
interest of those who might, with the most facil- 
ity, evade its operation. The orders and decrees 
of Great Britain and Franceare certainly against 
their interest; it will afford them time to recon- 
sider them, and, I hope, to withdraw them; and, 
as no other system has been proposed either in 
the Committee of the Whole or in the House, I 
trust it will meet the approbation of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Pickman said that believing the bill would, 
if passed into a law, prove very injurious in its 
operation, he considered it his duty to state his 
objections against it more at large than he had 
hitherto done. Its advocates say that it is caleu- 
lated to promote the interest of the American 
ship-owners. If so, 1 am very unfortunate in my 
opposition to it; for no State in the Union is so 
deeply interested in navigation as the State of 
Massachusetts, and no person in that State more 
so than those whom I have the honor to repre- 
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sent. They may justly be ranked among the| practice of smuggling ; and, instead of aiding our 


most industrious and enterprising merchants of 
the United States. But, according to my view 
of this bill, it is calculated to injure instead of 
promoting their interests. In speaking upon this 
subject, I shall briefly notice some of the observa- 
tions which have been made since it has been 
under discussion ; shall take a slight review of our 
various restrictive laws, and shall point out the 
probable consequences of adopting this system. 
it has been urged, in objection to the fifth section, 
that it will be impracticable to carry it into effect, 
because, in many cases, it is impossible to distin- 

uish between articles manufactured in Great 

ritain and France, and those manufactured in 
other countries, and between the produce of Brit- 
ish and French colonies, and the produce of other 
colonies. In answer to this, a gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Suerrey) says that the same objec- 
tion exists against our revenue laws, for there is 
a difference in the duty of certain ad valorem ar- 
ticles of the same nature; but this difference de- 
pends on the places from which they are import- 
ed, which can always be ascertained, not on the 
places where they are manufactured, which, in 
many instances, it may be impossible to ascer- 
tain. 

A gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Sey- 
BERT.) in the course of his observations, which 
seemed to be intended to show the propriety of | 
encouraging manufacturing establishments in the | 


$e 





Ministers, it proved an obstacle io their way. 
That administration of the British Government 
which has been considered as the most liberal to- 
ward this country, would not enter on negotia- 
tion until that obnoxious law was suspended. 
To this succeeded what is usually termed the 
embargo act, or, more properly, the suppression 
of commerce by a permanent law. his law 
produced so much distress that our citizens could 
not exist under it for any great length of time. 
It paralyzed the productive industry of the coun- 
try at its heart. They who complained of it 
suffered most severely under it; they considered 
it an unwise and an unjust law. Many of them 
thought it an unconstitutional law. Under such 
circumstances they are not to be reproached for 
a want of virtue and patriotism, in endeavoring 
to obtain its repeal; on the contrary, they exhib- 
ited much of both in refraining from an uncon- 
stitutional opposition to it. And they could not 

erceive that the wounds of their country were 
likely to be healed by the stripes inflicted upon 
them. 

I have said that the trade with Great Britain 
is more important to this country than the trade 
of this country is to Great Britain. I shall en- 
deavor to demonstrate this position ; and I think 
it may be done without descending into any mi- 
nute calculations. Three-quarters of the people 
of this country, at least, are agriculturists, and a 


United States, observed, also, that, in his opinion, | large portion of the other quarter are engaged in 
it would be the extreme of folly in us, to enter | carrying our produce to foreign markets, and in 
into a contest with both the great belligerents,| bringing articles wanted for consumption here. 
and inexpedient to do it with either. He went! All our agriculturists are, more or less, employed 
on, however, to show, that the trade with the| in raising articles for exportation. The planters 
continent of Europe is much more important | of the Southern States are particularly so; their 
than the trade with Great Britain, and introduced | cotton and tobacco, their two staple articles, are 


statements from the Treasury Department to 
proveit. By those statements, it appears that the 
exports of the continent of Europe during the 





raised, almost exclusively, for exportation; they 
are raised at much expense, and if the exporta- 
tion of them is restricted it necessarily involves 


years 1805, 1806, and 1807, greatly exceeded the | the planter in difficulty and embarrassment. The 
exports to Great Britain during the same period. | farmers in the Middle and Eastern States are also 
But, it must be recollected that our exports to the | employed in raising articles for exportation ; they 
Continent consisted almost wholly of colonial | are, generally, persons of middling property. If 
produce, a trade which is fluctuating and tempo- | their crops are good, and they can sell their sur- 
rary, and our exports to Great Britain consisted | plus produce at a fair price, they live comforta- 
of domestic produce, a trade steady and perma- | bly ; but if their crops are bad, or, which amounts 
nent. Besides, the alternative is not presented to | to the same thing, if they cannot sell their sur- 
us. Should we be at war with Great Britain, | plus produce, they suffer the inconveniences of 
our trade with the Continent would also be anni-| poverty. Now, from the Treasury statements 





hilated, for it cannot be denied that, with the do- | 
minion of the ocean, she possesses an almost 
unlimited power over the commerce of the 
world. 

With respect to the commercial warfare which 
we have, for several years past, been carrying on 
with Great Britain; it commenced and has been 
conducted, under the extremely erroneous opin- 
ion that the trade of this country is more import- 
ant to Great Britain than the trade of Great 
Britain is to this country. Under this idea we 
passed the non-importation act, supposing that it 
would aid our Ministers in their negotiations ; 
its effects were to raise the prices of such goods 
as were prohibited, to encourage the pernicious 
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produced by the gentleman from Seemaier ad 
(Mr. Seysert,) it appears that considerably more 
than one-half of our domestic exports, during the 
years 1805, 1806, and 1807, were made to Great 
Britain and her colonies. Surely a trade so high- 
ly important as this, a trade which gives em- 
ployment to at least one-quarter of the inhabit- 
ants of the United States, cannot be abandoned 
without producing the most serious distress; but 
it is highly important in another point of view. 
Many of the articles which we import from 
Great Britain are necessary to us; they cannot 
be obtained from any other country. If they 
cannot be legally imported they will be illegally 
introduced; their high prices will operate as a 
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severe tax upon our citizens, will encourage the 
pernicious, demoralizing practice of smuggling, 
will annihilate our revenue from impost duty, 
and will compel us to have recourse to loans or 
direct taxes. Such, sir, are the true and unexag- 
geraid evils which must result to this country 
rom non-exportation to Great Britain and her 
colonies. Let us now consider how the non-im- 
ortation of her manufactures would affect her, 
if it could be carried strictly into effect; and 
here I would observe, that I entertain no doubts 
of its being highly for the interest of Great Brit- 
ain to preserve a good understanding with this 
country, and to keep our markets open for her 
manufactures, I only mean to show that she 
would suffer much less distress from a complete 
non-intercourse between the two countries, than 
we should, It is true that a considerable portion 
of her subjects are engaged in manufactures; this 
rtion, however, does. not exceed, at most, one- 
ourth of her population; of the articles manu- 
factured there, not more than one-eighth are ex- 
ported to this country ; of course, a very small 
portion of her inhabitants are supported by the 
trade with this country ; whereas, as I have be- 
fore observed, a large proportion of our citizens 
are supported by our trade with Great Britain— 
besides, with her immense commercial resources, 
she can obtain from other countries many of the 
raw materials with which we usually supply her. 
The last accounts from India state, that there 
were from 30,000 to 40,000 bales of cotton shipped 
on board of their country ships for England. 
This will very materially affect the price of our 
Southern cotton at her markets, and is the effect 
of our embargo. In whatever light I can view 
this commercial warfare with Great Britain, it 
appears to me to be fraught with ruin to our- 
selves. 

I consider the bill under discussion asa branch 
of the same restrictive system which has done 
us so much injury. The fifth section is nothing 
more nor less than the renewal of the present 
miserable non-intercourse act, in case Great Brit- 
ain should refuse our commerce, upon the humil- 
iating terms on which this bill offers it to her. 
We interdict our ports to her merchant vessels, 
of which, as appears from the Treasurer’s reports, 
not more than forty or fifty visit our ports in the 
course of a year; and we thereby furnish her 
with a pretext for excluding our merchant ves- 
sels from her ports, of which from seven to eight 
hundred go there annually, laden with the pro- 
ductions of this country. Is it not putting infio- 
itely too much at risk for so inconsiderable an 
object? But, gentlemen say, she will not retal- 
iate, because it will not be for her interest to do 
it. When gentlemen say this, do they not mean 
a temporary pecuniary interest? Has Great 
Britain ever been known to give upan important 
principle to preserve such an interest? Is it not 
all-important to her to convince every nation on 
earth, that they cannot subdue her by a commer- 
cial warfare? I, sir, am very apprehensive that 
she will pass countervailing decrees; and if she 
should do it, that it will place our country ina 
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much worse situation than it now is. One of 
my colleagues (Mr. Currs) has stated that if we 
admit British ships they will become the carriers 
of all our produce ; because the articles of cotton 
and tobacco pay much higher duties if imported 
into England in American vessels, than if import- 
ed in British vessels. If the discriminating du- 
ties have been made to operate against us, it does 
not prove that this bill ought to pass, but that the 
law establishing them should be repealed. The 
gentlemen from the Southern States will recol- 
lect that much of the capital in the Eastern 
States is now out of employment, and cannot, as 
heretofore, be employed in the importation and 
exportation of colonial produce, for most of the 
colonies are in possession of Great Britain, and 
almost all the ports on the continent of Europe 
are shut against us by the Emperor of France. 
Should all our restrictions upon commerce be 
taken off, much of this capital would find its way 
into the Southern States for the purchase of their 
produce. Our merchants would become the pur- 
chasers instead of the carriers of it, and all the 
risks would be transferred from the planters to 
them. This, in my opinion, would operate much 
to the advantage of the planter. In every view 
of this bill, which I am able to take, it appears to 
me that it would be highly inexpedient to pass it 
with its commercial regulations and restrictions. 
When thissubject came under discussion, I express- 
ed a hope that we should discuss it with the cool 
deliberation that its importance required, and 
without the interference of any party considera- 
tions; but it would appear from the discussions 
which have taken place, on this and other subjects, 
as if Great Britain were the only nation that is 
doing usany injury. I would seriously ask gen- 
tlemen, if the Berlin, Milan, and Bayonne de- 
crees are not more outrageous violations of our 
national rights than the British Orders in Coun- 
cil? I would seriously ask, whether the seques- 
tration of American property in ports under the 
government or control of France; the indis- 
criminate capture of our vessels; the ransoming 
some as a sort of cartels ; the burning of others; 
the sending in of others for condemnation, and 
the imprisonment of our seamen, are not more 
hostile practices than any that Great Britain is 
guilty of toward us? Great Britain is contend- 
ing for her national existence, and to maintain 
the dominion of the ocean—could that dominion 
be wrested from her without endangering our 
own country, I might rejoice at it; but she is 
engaged in a contest with an enemy whois fight- 
ing for the dominion of both land and sea. 
Should he compel her to make peace on such 
terms as he would prescribe, in my opinion the 
liberty and the independence of this country 
would be in the most imminent hazard, and [ 
should consider the utter destruction of the inhab- 
itants of this country a small calamity in com- 
parison with their subjection to that cruel and 
unrelenting military despotism under which most 
of the wretched inhabitants of Europe are now 
suffering such unexampled distress. 

Mr, Suerrey.—Mr. Speaker, in supporting the 
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bill on your table, I shall not attempt to show | judgment; but that, as your national honor is 
that it is the best measure that can possibly be | concerned, you should defend it at every hazard, 
adopted; for, under present circumstances, the | if you even should precipitate your country into 
reatest difficulty attends legislating on any sub-/ruin. I, however, presume, sir, that a measure of 
ject touching our foreign relations. Even in ordi- | such magnitude, which may be unsuccessful, in 
nary times it is impossible to anticipate certainly | which is involved the very existence of the so- 
the effects of every measure. The best practical | cial compact, ought to be the offspring of our cool- 
statesmen, conscientiously acting for the public | est reflections. Shall we rashly engage ina con- 
good, cannot always foresee what will be the | flict which may inundate the country in blood? 
operation of the measures he adopts. Experience, | Shall we hazard the independence and liberties 
the surest guide, often deceives those who are | of this nation, which are involved in the issue. 
guided by it; this is more particularly possible | without reflecting on the possible consequences ? 
now, when we are legislating for a crisis, which, | For my own part, I consider it correct, on a ques- 
perhaps, has not its parallel in the history of the | tion so important, (most of all others.) to delib- 
world. We need only to look back for two or| erate and reflect, and not to permit myself to be 
three years, and we shall have abundant proof of | stimulated by passion, to plunge the nation into 
whatI say. The embargo and other measures | a war, the consequences of which may be so fa- 
were adopted (I doubt not) with the best inten-| tal. Our conclusions should be the result of sober 
tions; their friends conceived that the real inter- | reflection. 
est of the country depended on their adoption;| Iam one of those, sir, who consider that the 
yet experience has shown, that however correct} very nature of our Government is hostile to war. 
those who advocated them generally are in their | Let me not be understood as advocating the doc- 
opinions, that, in relation to these measures, they | trine that we are incapable of going to war on 
were mistaken, and that that which might have | any occasion, or that the Government has not 
answered for other times, does not suit the pres-| sufficient energy within itself, or means at its 
ent. I have made these observations as an apol- | command, to prosecute a war successfully. There 
ogy for my error, should I be mistaken in the | are great (but few) occasions when it will be ne- 
opinion which I have formed on this subject. cessary and when it will be successful; but I 
I will proceed to consider the subject, as it ap- | speak of ordinary occasions. To make war suc- 
pears to me, and must apologize for the extended cescful there must be competent means, and en- 
and, perhaps, desultory view I shall take of it. I | ergy and promptitude in their application. This 
will examine those measures which have been | cannot be expected, except in some few instances, 
urged or offered as substitutes for this, and at-|in a Government like ours, composed of depart- 
tempt to show that they are inexpedient at this| ments, and containing checks and_ balances. 
time, and that the bill before you contains pro- | With us the power to declare war and to provide 
visions practical, proper, and expedient. the means, isin the Legislature. The direction 
It has been objected to this bill, on one side, | of the means and the manner of prosecuting the 
that it is not sufficiently energetic, and, on the} war, belongs to the Executive. This division of 
other, that it is too energetic, and a continuation } power has a tendency, on ater occasions, to im- 
(in a different shape) of that system of eommer- | pair that energy so indispensable to the successful 
cial restrictions, which experience has proved de- | issue of a war. It is true that the theory of the 
structive to our own interest. Those who have | British Government contains checksand balances, 
declared that this bill is too feeble, have told us| the House of Commons can control the royal pre- 
that it is necessary that we should act, and some | rogative, by withholding supplies, but, in practice, 
of them have recommended measures leading | it has all the energy of a despotism, because those 
directly to war. If that be the true policy of this | who are to furnish the means, are, on most occa- 
country, then the bill before you ought not to be | sions, at the command of those who apply them; 
adopted ; for nothing could be more inexpedient | but that is not the case (and I hope never will be) 
or improper than to send our property on the| with us. As long as we are free, every depart- 
ocean at the moment we are about declaring war. | ment must act on its own conviction of proprie- 
If the sense of the majority be to adopt meas-| ty, and this has a tendency to impair that energy 
ures of hostility, this bill ought to be rejected,|and promptitude which characterize despotic 
and we ought immediately to lay an embargo, | Governments. 
coupled with a declaration of war. It is, there- In a Government like ours, war must originate 
fore, proper to inquire, whether that be expedient? ; with the people. Ordinary subjects receive their 
If so, we ought not to pass this bill; if it is, how-| origin and character with us, and the public sen- 
ever, shown that such a course would be improp- | timent follows ; but war must be decided on by 
er, one objection to the bill, under consideration, | the people before we dare venture to declare it. 
will be done away. I mean there must be something like a general 
I will, therefore, sir, inquire whether, under | (though it may not be universal) impulse in its 
existing circumstances, it is compatible with the| favor communicated through us as conductors. 
interest and prosperity of this nation, to change| We must follow, instead of leading, the public 
our peaceful attitude for that of war? I have} opinion. Is this the state of things at this time? 
heard it said that, on such occasions, you ought | Is there anything before you to evince the deter- 
not to pursue the narrow dictates of prudence, | mination of the mass of your population in favor 
or consult the contracted counsels of deliberate | of immediate war? For my own part, I have 
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seen and felt nothing to justify such a conclusion. | less individuals, but by the authority of two great 
You have heard the buzzing of insects, which | States, and that with impunity. So little attach- 
has been mistaken for the public voice. There | ment is then manifested to freedom, and so little 
are clamorous men who would feast on the spoils | fear and respect entertained for the authority of 
of the country, who cry out for war; but the | this Government! If you go to war, you must 
yeomanry,.the valuable class of the community, | bring your Government back from this state of 
who earn their bread by the sweat of their brows, | laxity, you must infuse into it an artificial energy 
are for peace. What would be the consequence | by strong measures, which, as all things have a 
of precipitating the nation into hostilities in this | tendency to go from one extreme to the other, 
state of division of the public opinion, as to its | may drive you to despotism. It may not be con- 
policy or necessity ? Is there any prospect that, | sidered consisteat with the public safety to permit 
under such circumstances, you would be able to | the citizens to exercise their rights, which (they 
prosecute it with effect and success? There al- | sometimes abuse) in the same extent as in times 
ways will be, in a Government like this, an ever | of tranquillity and peace. To make your meas- 
waking, vigilant opposition to those who conduct | ures effectual, you must adopt something like re- 
the public measures ; who, aided by the freedom | strictions on the liberty of the people, and thus 
of discussion, and the liberty and even licentious- | at the close of a war you might ove the shadow 
ness of the press, will easily persuade the people | of a free Constitution, but, in substance, a des- 
that the war which was begun without their | potism, As I wish this Government to be per- 
wish, and for the prosecution of which they stand | petual, to sink only with time, and to be lost only 
not pledged, is unnecessary and ruinous; and | when everything sublunary shall be destroyed, f£ 
those who were the majority, and who commenc- | cannot consent to plunge the country headlong 
ed the war, will, in a little time, see themselves | into this hazardous state. In addition to these 
in aminority. Those who came into power upon | reasons you ought to know that you have at your 
these principles must give the expected boon at | command the means necessary to prosecute a war. 
all hazards; they must give the country peace at | As you have no actual means in your hands, you 
any price, if attainable. Thus, if we should pro- | must depend on taxation or loans. In the ab- 
ceed to extremities in this thoughtless manner, | sence of all commerce, are you able to extract 
ou will very probably, at the end of two years, | from the people sums sufficient to pay the ex- 
ove a majority in this House who are decidedly | penses.of a war establishment? Is this possibly 
opposed to a continuance of the war, and, after |to be expected from a people who have been 
having made a sacrifice of thousands of our best | taught that they are to pay nothing for the sup- 
citizens, and exhausted a portion of your ener- | port of Government, but that they are to have it 
gies, you will be Sompenet to relinquish, in the | administered without paying for it? Can you 
shape of conventional stipulations, the very prin- | extract fifty millions a year from them ? e 
ciple for which you have contended, and ratify | are told, however, that the public credit stands 
the British Orders in Council in the solemn form | high, and that we may resort toloans. But gen- 
of atreaty. This is the natural course of things; | tlemen ought to reflect on the consequences of 
instances occur even in the history of that coun- | such a course. If we engage in a war, we ought 
try from which we have derived the principles of | not to be parsimonious in the means, and I under- 
our pope institutions, where the voice of the | take to say, that the expenditure of fifty millions 
ople is much less powerful than here. Sir, | per annum would produce a very limited military 
or you not there seen a high-handed despotic | and naval! establishment. Thus, in a few years, 
Ministry driven from their places by the public | our national debt would be increased several hun- 
voice, and substituted by their opponents, the pre- | dred millions. For my own part, I consider the 
tended or real friends of peace, who are ready to | system of loaning as the most pernicious to carry 
sacrifice the very principle for which the war | ona war, and it has been generally so considered 
was gone into? Is the opposition there more | until of late. We do the injustice to posterity 
powerful, or here less vigilant? Sir, whenever | of compelling them to bear the burden incident 
you go to war, take with you the hearts of all | to their own situation, and the expenses of our 
your people. Act as their agents in giving effect | own wars are also thrown upon them. We go 
to their wishes. Then you will have every man | on, step by step, without sensibly feeling the in- 
in the community pledged, you will have even | crease of each particular burden, until we shall 
the opposition pledged to go hand in hand with | have arrived in that situation in which England 
you, and then it is probable a war may be suc- } now finds herself, when every necessary of life 
cessful if you have the other necessary means. must be taxed to an enormous amount, to pay the 
There are other dangers to be apprehended in- | annuities to the public creditor ; besides, the evils 
cident to a state of war at this time. A war, to | which arise from the immense patronage incident 
be effectual, ought to be energetic ; much is to | to a large public debt ought not to be disregard- 
be apprehended from suddenly changing the state |ed. Under every view of the subject, [ cannot 
of debility and relaxation in which we now are | consent to adopt any course which shall directly 
for the opposite extreme. No longer thana year | or indirectly lead us to war. The present state 
ago, (I regret that I deem it my duty to pro-|of the world is unexampled. Was it as it has 
nounce in) you have witnessed, in the bosom of | been, twenty years ago, there would be more pro- 
your ceuntry, organized opposition to the execu- | priety in yielding to the impulse of our notions of 
tion of your laws, not set on foot by a few law-| honor. But the civilized world is divided be- 
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tween two great nations, one exercising absolute 
dominion on the Jand, and the other on the ocean, 


and contending for the monopoly of commerce, 


Would it be proper, at such a time, when so near- 
ly balanced, to throw our weight into the scale 


of either? We have weight, or we have none; 


if we have none, we need to make no parade 


about it; if we have, would it be prudent, by 
throwing it on the side of either, to destroy that 
equilibrium in which is involved our security ? 


Gentlemen say we need not fear the power of 


France on account of our local position. I have 
no confidence of that kind. I argue from the 
nature of man. The thirst for dominion, like the 


thirst for money, is increased by gratification. If 


we should assist Napoleon in humbling England, 
I cannot believe that we should either enjoy the 
“ liberties of the seas,” or that he would turn his 
eyes to other quarters of the globe and let us 
alone. Neither have I any reliance on the mag- 
nanimity of England. She is in pursuit of mo- 
nopoly, and if we engage on either side we must 
be sacrificed to this monopolizing spirit, on the 
one hand, or of dominion on the other. In this 
conflict, between the lion and the tiger, is it pru- 
dent to aid either in the destruction of the other, 
that we may become a prey, in our turn, to the 
conqueror? I presume, sir, ordinary prudence 
would dictate a different course. If there existed 
that balance of power, either fanciful or real, 
which once existed in Europe, there would not 
be the same danger, but, under the existing state 
of things, it is much better to submit to partial 
evils, than, by attempting to remedy them, intro- 
duce great and general ones; and, if necessary, 
even to submit to a temporary suspension of our 
rights rather than to have them entirely destroy- 
ed. Iam, therefore, not for going to war; every 
idea of prudence and security forbids it. I am 
not for taking any step that leads to it indirectly, 
for I had rather come out boldly at once than 
adopt any measure leading indirectly to the same 
object. 

One gentleman, (Mr. Seysert.) if I have in- 
ferred rightly from his speech, has objected to this 
bill, not because we ought to go to war, but that 
we ought to withdraw from the ocean entirely. 
He has told us that we have resources within 
ourselves, and that the energies of this country 
ought to be employed in manufactures. Sir. it is 
much easier to say what ought to be done than to 
do it; to imagine how the prosperity of a nation 
may be promoted, than practically to promote it. 
It is not in the power of even a despotic Govern- 
ment to change the habits and pursuits of a na- 
tion, much less so when the Government ema- 
nates from the public sentiment. You may legis- 
late on any subject, but, if your measures oppose 
the general habits, pursuits, and sentiments of the 
people, you will find them disregarded and de- 
feated. You may saya portion of the people 
shall become manufacturers, but your determina- 
tion will not be carried into effect, at least, not 
speedily. Ina nation, each individual will pur- 
sue his own interest; and with us, I hesitate not 
to say the predominant interest is and ought to be 
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the agricultural. It is only in countries where 


there isa redundant population that the manu- 
facturing system can be established with success. 
When the price of labor is so high and land so 
abundant and cheap, it is not for the Legislature, 
but for necessity and interest to direct the course 
which the general employment shall take. This 
is an agricultural nation, its interest requires it 
should remain so, and commerce is necessary to 
the prosperity of agriculture. As long as it re- 
mains so, the people will have commerce if it is 
attainable; you may legislate and interdict as 
long as you please, but you will not be able to 
divert the people from their interests, and before 
you will be able to effect a change in them, they 
will have changed you. 

For my own part. [ should deem it a subject 
much to be regretted if our country, through ne- 
cessity, should be compelled to pursue the course 
pointed out by the honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. I believe this Government to be 
dependent on our habits and manners; the virtue 
of our people results from their independent situ- 
ations; the moment you make one-half of the 
nation manufacturers you destroy that independ- 
ence, and consequently impair their public virtue. 
Look at the manfacturing institutions in Europe ; 
do those employed in them compose the materi- 
als for freemen? Do they possess that intelli- 
gence, virtue, or public spirit, which would make 
them the safe depositaries of the powers of the 
Government and the rights of the nation? No, 
sir, whenever we become such a people, the bands 
of Government must be drawn tight. Energetic 
laws, inconsistent with the genius of a free Con- 
stitution, must be adopted to rule us, and the 
principles of liberty will be overthrown. When 
I speak thus, let me not be understood as includ- 
ing in my remarks domestic and other manufac- 
tures made in our country, they will and ought 
to exist; but ] speak of great manufacturing es- 
tablishments, where thousands are dependent on 
the will of a few great capitalists; it is in such 
a state of society that the Government must of 
necessity become the mere shadow of freedom. 
Some gentlemen have intimated that we ought 
to carry the non-intercourse system into effect ; 
what I have already said will equally apply to 
this part of the subject. The people will have 
commerce—their habits and interests lead them 
that way, and nothing but imperious necessity 
will drive them from it. It must be a combina- 
tion of circumstances, and not the dictums of le- 
gislation, that will induce them to relinquish it; 
hence, such a system as the non-intercourse will 
not be obeyed. I have attempted to show that it 
is Inexpedient to go to war; that our pursuits and 
interests require foreign commerce, and conse- 
quently that the non-intercourse system is incor- 
rect in principle and impracticable in practice. 
Is it proper, then, to adopt the system recom- 
mended by gentlemen on the other side of the 
House; to permit the belligerents to participate to 
the utmost extent in that commerce, which I 
have attempted to show to be necessary 2? Does 
even liberality dictate to us, when we have receiv- 
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ed nothing but injustice from foreign nations, | manufactures, to that amount, not seriously affect 
that we should open our ports to the admission of | her interest? I answer, it cannot be denied. It 
their vessels? I presume, sir, our duty requires | is, however, said, she will depend on smuggling 
Ahat we should make that commerce which we | her goods into this country. This, to a certain 
must have, as beneficial to our people as is in our | extent, is unquestionably true; but it is equally 
power, and that can be effected only by throwing | true that the importation of English goods will 
the whole benefit of our commerce and the nav-| be much less during a period of exclusion than 
igation necessary to carry it on into their own | in the same period when.the importation is freely 
hands If this question was presented, clear of | permitted. Although some may violate the law, 
the shackles which gentlemen bave hung upon | all will not. The honest merchant will not 
it, there is not an American who would say that| employ his capital in smuggling; and as the 
the profits of our navigation, under existing cir- | whole mercantile capital is, perhaps, but equal to 
cumstances, should be divided with foreign na- | the ordinary amount of importation when unre- 





tions. 

But it is said that the plan proposed is imprac- 
ticable, and that it is therefore improper to adopt. 
Let me here observe that, whatever may be the 
effect of this bill, we cannot be in a worse situa- 
tion than we are now. If Great Britain should 
retaliate to the full extent, we shall just be where 
this bill found us ; and such an event would only 
prove what we have frequently experienced, that 
a measure intended to produce good has produced 
none. It will produce no evil. ButI shall at- 
tempt to show that retaliation or correspondent 
restrictive measures are not to be apprehended on 
the part of England. If she countervails, ber 
restrictions will be in one of three ways: 1. By 
interdicting our vessels from entering her har- 
bors. 2. By permitting us to take away her man- 
ufactures and productions in our own vessels, but 
preventing them from importing into her domin- 
ions in Europe the products of the United States, 
establishing places of deposite in her American 
colonies, where they would be received. Or, 3. By 
discriminating duties. 

It is a principle that cannot be denied, that na- 
tions, like individuals, are generally guided by 
their interests; and, perhaps, no nation under- 
stands better how to promote hers than Great 
Britain. In anticipating the course which she 
will pursue, in relation to this measure, it is im- 
portant to know what effect any given project 


| strained—it follows, that a portion being with- 
drawn from that object, it must necessarily cre- 
ate a correspondent diminution in the importation, 
or British merchants must confide their goods to 
persons unworthy of credit. Besides, if these 
difficulties shall be thrown in the way of a direct 

| and fair commerce on the part of England, many 

| of our citizens would naturally incline to pur- 

) chase less of the luxuries, and provide themselves, 

from their own domestic resources, more of the 
necessaries of life. These causes would tend, 
very much, to diminish the importation of Brit- 
ish manufactures, 

But, it has been said, Great Britain will adopt 
the second expedient, which I have stated, by 
which means she will become the carrier of our 
raw and bulky produce, which requires much 
tonnage, and leave to the American shipping the 
carrying of her manufactures, which requires 
comparatively but little. Her interest is equally 
opposed to the adoption of this system: The 
American produce by this means would, after at 
least one reshipment, find its way, by a circuit- 
ous voyage, to the British dominions in Europe. 
The expense and uncertainty of such a trade 
must greatly lessen the price to the grower, and 
deprive him of a portion of the means to pur- 
chase English goods. The freight of a cargo of 

| British manufactures would be double its ordi- 
| Dary amount, as every vessel must sail from this 


will have upon her interest; for, although she may | country in ballast, and consequently the price 
sometimes sacrifice her interests to her pride, yet; would be greatly enhanced to the consumer. 
this is not the general course of things. If she| This again would lessen the consumption, as it 
should adopt correspondent countervailing re- {| must be a conceded point, that, in proportion as 


strictions to the full extent embraced by this bill, 
it will establish a complete non-intercourse be- 
tween the two nations, not effected by our meas- 
ures, but dependent on her will and consummated 
by heract. Is it the interest of England to effect 
this object—or is she not very much interested in 

reventing it? She aims to become the manu- 
acturer of the world, and to carry her commerce 
to every region. It is indispensably necessary, to 
enable her subjects to bear the burdens imposed 
upon them, that there should be a brisk circula- 
tion of their capital, and that no part of it should 
be unemployed—for the moment that is the case, 

ou deprive the capitalist, and all dependent on 





| want of meeting with liberal prices, to produce 


| any article increases in price, in the same propor- 
tion the amount of consumption decreases ; those 
who are still able to purchase will do with less, 
and many who before were able to purchase are 
disabled by the increased prices. Discriminat- 
/ing duties on our domestic produce, in the ports 
(of Great Britain, would have precisely a sim- 
\ilar effect with the countervailing principle I 


| have just considered. They must either fall on 
| the British manufacturer, or on the goods he 


manufactures, or on the American grower. Iam 
inclined to think they would, in the first instance, 
fall on the latter, until he would be induced, for 


im, of the means of paying their portions of the | less of the articles of which Great Britain stands 


public contributions. Our imports from England 
and her dependencies, before the embargo, | pre- 
sume, amounted nearly to forty millions of dol- 
lars. Would the deprivation of a market for her 





in need, or manufacture, out of his own materi- 
als, those articles in his own family, which he 
was in the habit of purchasing. This would di- 
minish the competition in the English markets, 
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the consequence of which must be an increase of 
the prices of our produce; this would affect the 
manufacturer, by diminishing the wages of his 
labor or enhance the price of goods. In any 
event, however, the British manufacturer and 
merchant must be very much affected, either di- 
rectly by lessening their profits, or indireetly by di- 
minishing the consumption, which keeps a portion 
of their capital and hands unemployed, and ter- 
minates in the same result. Besides, it may truly 
be said, that all these dreaded countervailing re- 
strictions would operate as bounties to the domes- 
tic manufactures of the United States. 

This bill has been attacked as a measure of 
submission. I cannot view it in thatlight. Ifitis 
a measure of submission, you longsince submitted. 
It is enough, to say, however, that it does not 
contain a stipulation that nothing else shall be 
done; we are not yet arrived at the point when 
stronger measures are necessary. ‘The President 
has told us that the door of negotiation is still 
open. I view this as a policy to regulate our 
commerce until circumstances shall require some- 
thing further. 

On the other hand, this bill has been stigma- 
tized with the odium of the embargo and non-in- 
tercourse. It does not possess a single feature of 
either. What were they? They were restric- 
tions on the enterprise and industry of our own 
citizens, and not of foreigners alone, and on that 
ground tiey were objected to; but there is no 
such restriction in this bill; our own citizens may 
direct their enterprise to every quarter of the 
globe. 

But that part of the bill which prevents the im- 
portation of foreign merchandise, except directly 
from the place of their growth or manufacture, 
has been considered asrestrictive on the enterprise 
of our own citizens. Generally speaking, I pre- 
sume every merchant consulting his own interest, 
in order to enable himself to come in compe- 
tition with others, will prefer importing his mer- 
chandise directly from the place of its growth or 
manufacture. It will moreover be observed, that 
this part of the system is necessary, to give effect 
to other parts; for without it, there would have 
been an invitation to England to adopt counter- 
acting restrictions. It is merely auxiliary to the 
provisions contained in the third and fourth sec- 
tions of the bill, and although in a few instances 
it may be injurious, yet it is correspondent to the 
general course of trade and the interest of the 
merchant, and partial and minute inconveniences 
ought not to be brought in opposition to a mea- 
sure calculated to promote the general good. It 
appears therefore to me that this bill, which leaves 
commerce unrestricted, so far as the interest of 
our merchants is concerned, which prohibits the 
participation of foreigners, who have injured and 
insulted us,and which their interests forbid them 
to countervail, ought to pass. 

It has been objected to this bill that it will in- 
duce England to perpetuate her Orders in Coun- 
cil. If this conclusion is correct, it is certainly a 
very strong argument against its adoption, pro- 
vided gentlemen could prove that if this measure 
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be not adopted, she will rescind them. But we 
have positive proof to the contrary, in the repeated 
declarations of that Government. You have 
heard it very recently from her Representative, 
in an official form, that the objeet of the Orders 
in Council must be effected in some way, either 
by conventional stipulations or by their own op- 
eration. The argument then is reduced to this 
shape; without this bill you have the Orders in 
Councilcertainly, with it you can only have them. 
This I consider an answer to the only objection 
urged by the honorable gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Key,) for certainly to make his argument 
impressive he ought to have shown that England 
without this bill would find it her interest or pol- 
icy to repeal the Orders in Council. This argu- 
ment therefore has no effecton my mind. Indeed 
the strongest objection that I have heard to this 
bill is, the possibility of Great Britain adopting 
countervailing restrictions. ‘These Il have endea- 
vored to show it will not be her policy, because it 
is not her interest, to adopt. And I think it has 
been clearly demonstrated by the honorable 
member from Maryland (Mr. Key) that we need 
to be under no apprehension on that score. 

Under every view of the subject, it appears to 
me that this measure ought to be adopted. If 
measures of defence shall be necessary, [shall unite 
in them, and this bill will not prevent their adop- 
tion. Unless you intend immediately to proceed 
to war, this bill will not interfere with any other 
measure. For my own part,I am unwilling at 
this time to proceed to extremities ; our true in- 
terest is in the continuance of peace, 

Mr. Sawyer said he did not rise at this time for 
the purpose of detaining the House, but merely 
to answer one or two interrogatories that had 
been propounded to him by the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Macon.) That gentleman 
has repeatedly asked how this bill is submission 
more than the embargo and non-intercourse ? 
The answer is easily made. The embargo spoke 
to this effect: Rather than submit to your Orders 
in Council, we will abandon the ocean entirely. 
You shall not find one of our ships as a subject 
on which to gratify your insatiable thirst for 
plunder. Whatdidthe non-intercourse say ? We 
will have no communication with a Power so lost 
to the principle of honor and justice as you are. 
We will abandon your ports, and you shall abstain 
from ours, as long as your obnoxious edicts con- 
tinue. But what does this billsay? We take 
you at your offer. We confess we were wrong 
in our former measures against you, (for if we 
are right now we were wrong then ;) we will ac- 
cept the conditions you are pleased to prescribe, 
that we shall only go to such markets as you allow, 
and notwithstanding your orders are still in force, 
we will renew a friendly intercourse with you. 
We don’t offer to resist, we don’t, even protest 
against your unjust pretensions; but we throw 
open the whole of our commerce, without the 
guarantee of a single gun, to the full application 
of your detested principles. We will forget the 
past; we take you by the hand, although it is 
still reeking with the blood of Pierce and our 
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slaughtered seamen, and although every other 
civilized nation shrinks from the pollution of its 
touch. We feel for the desperate situation to 
which you are reduced by being deprived of your 
European markets; and although you have added 
to a long catalogue of injuries and insults an in- 
stance of the blackest treachery, yet we will open 
our market for your goods; we will supply you 
with the means that will enable you to continue 
still longer your career of oppression over us. I 
would have been spared the odious task of showing 
how this bill is submission, wherein it is different 
from the non-intercourse and embargo, for it re- 
calls sensations by no means pleasant to me, and 
if the gentleman cannot see—if he cannot feel the 
difference, I can assure him, I do both, but too 
sensibly. But we are denounced asa war party. 


As for myself, my sentiments are well known. | | 


was never afraid to avow them openly. But do 
not accuse us of a disposition for war, for recom- 
mending such measuresas may protect our prop- 
erty at sea from lawless plunder. I think the 
charge may be retorted upon those that are em- 
“ phates’ styled the peace party amongus. For, 

y tamely submitting to the aggressions of Eng- 
land, we encourage her to carry on her under- 
hand system of war upon us; whereas, if we were 
tocome toa stand and resolve to resist every future 
attempt, she would cease her piratical practices 
towards us. She would not involve herself with 
the only Power that has not taken side against 
her. She would respect the sacredness of a ship 
of war. She would consider all vessels sailing 
under the lawful protection of her flag as hedged 
in by a kind of magic wall, which she could not 
overleap without an open act of war, and it is not 
her policy to commit an unequivocal act of war. 
But, to afford this rational protection to our ves- 
sels, in a trade acknowledged on all sides to be 
legal,is war! Then, I suppose, quietly to submit 
to their being plundered ,is peace. It is no war 
in them to seize our vessels illegally, but it is war 
in us to prevent itif we can! Did ever any one 
hear the equal to that? But the people are able 
to judge who are the favorors of war and who 
the real friends of peace, and as they will decide 
from the conduct and not from the professions of 
gentlemen, I am willing to abide their decision. 

Mr. Key gave reasons why he should vote for 
the bill. 

The House adjourned without putting a ques- 
tion on passing it to a third reading. 





Wepnespay, January 24, 

On motion of Mr. Nezson, 

Ordered, That the several memorials and pe- 
titions of the officers of the late Revolutionary 
army, presented in December, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, and January, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, be referred to Mr. NeL- 
son, Mr. Winn, Mr. Witson, Mr. Desua, and 
Mr. Horry, to consider and report thereon to the 
House. 

Mr. Bassett, from the committee appointed 
on the seventeenth instant, presented a bill for 
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incorporating the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the town of Alexandria, in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act au- 
| thorizing the fitting out, officering, and manning, 
the frigates belonging to the United States, was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole to whom is committed a report, 
in part, of the Committee of the Naval Estab- 
lishment of the United States, on the expediency 
of putting into actual service any part of the 
naval armament not now employed. 

The following letter was received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury : 





Treasury Department, Jan. 20, 1810. 


Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 8th instant, to 
transmit copies of the only general instructions to the 
collectors of customs, to be found in the records of this 
Department, relative to refusing clearances to any pri- 
vate armed vessels of the United States. By the first, 
bearing date April 8, 1797, it is directed “ that the sail- 
ing of armed vessels, not bona fide destined to the 
| East Indies, be restrained until otherwise ordained by 
| Congress.” Although no instructions of a prior date 
| to that effect appear to have been given by the T'reas- 
| ury Department, it is understood that this regulation 
| only confirmed what had been the previous general 
| prectice. And it has ever since been considered as 
| being in force, except when superseded for a time by 
the temporary instructions of the 21st of March, 1798, 





herewith transmitted, and during the continuance of 
the acts of Congress of the 25th of June, 1798, and of 


| the 3d of March, 1805; the first of which expired on 
| the 3d of May, 1802, and the last on the 21st of April, 
| 1806. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 


| AMERICAN NAVIGATION ACT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill concerniug commercial intercourse, &c. 

Mr. Desua said it was with extreme reluctance 
that he attempted to address this House; but, said 
| he, my not having taken up very much of the 
}time of the House in observations heretofore 
must plead my apology for the time that will be 
consumed by the few remarks that 1 am now 

about to make. Considering that the present 
| time will be marked as a critical juncture in the 
| annals of America, I deem it particularly incum- 
| bent on every man, who has any pretensions to 
| friendship for the American Government or to 
‘civil liberty, not to hesitate in coming forward 
,and throwing in his mite, in order to assist in ex- 

tricating his country from the evils that attend 
| it, or to guard against the perils that await us. 

I should not have come forward at this time 
and risked my opinions had it not been for the 
apparent tardiness of old, experienced members, 
in whom I have always had the highest confi- 
dence, and whose opinions on important subjects 
have always had due weight with me. I had 
flattered myself that they would have taken an 
early opportunity in coming forward and express- 
ing their views as to what would be proper to be 
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adopted at this eventful crisis—a time, sir, when 
not only our most important and inherent rights 
are about to be wrested from our hands, but when 
the very existence of our independence is endan- 
gered. I have been disappointed, and as this is 
not the time to slumber at our posts, I shall be 
pardoned for offering my views. 

Sir, it is unnecessary to take a lengthy re- 
trospective view of the wrongs committed on our 
rights by the two principal belligerents; they 
have been almost numberless, and of the most 
glaring kind. France has trammelled our com- 
merce, by her Berlin and Milan decrees, and se- 
questered our property. She has committed many 
outrages on our rights; but I differ with gentle- 
men in supposing that if we are forced intoa 
war with England, that we would be necessarily 
forced into the arms of her rival. No, sir, if that 
should be the result, (which I think from present 
appearances more than probable,) I should be for 
keeping up our restrictions, and having no con- 
nexion with her until ample reparation was made 
for the damage she has done us. But, sir, from 
our situation, and the convulsed state of the Eu- 
ropean world, I think we have nothing to fear 
from her like subjugation. I say, sir, the enor- 
mities committed by France and England on 
American rights have been considerable ; and I 
appeal to gentlemen’s candor to say whether this 
measure now under consideration is the one cal- 
culated to meet the emergency. Is there any ap- 
pearance of resistance in it? Is it calculated to 
coerce our enemies into a sense of justice, and 
bring about restitution of damages ? Is it not sub- 
mission ? In my estimation it is tantamouat; im- 
becility is marked on its face. Has not one of 
the most prominent characters of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, (Mr. Taytor,) and who 
appears to be a warm advocate for its adoption, 
openly acknowledged it to be submission in this 
House, but qualified it by saying, that it was a 
profitable subject, as it would bring money into 
our Treasury? Sir, is this House (after the re- 
peated declarations, by a very large majority, on 
a former occasion, that there were but three al- 
ternatives, embargo, war, or submission) prepared 
to adopt this measure, when one of the principal 
fabricators of the bill openly acknowledges it to 
be submission. Now, sir, can gentlemen of this 
House reconcile submission to their feelings. If 
they can, the freemen of America will not. 

ir, France has injured us much, and I believe 
nearly all she had in her power; but it isasa 
mite to a mountain, compared to the injuries we 
have received from Britain, our inveterate, rapa- 
cious, and relentless enemy. The aggressions 
commiited on our rights by her ever since about 
the year 1793, have been numberless, and, as to 
point of turpitude, without a parallel, even in the 
times of barbarism—the spoliations committed 
on our neutral commerce, the murder of Pierce, 
the sham trial of Whitby the murderer, and the 
impressment of our seamen, have become old sub- 
jects, and might be deemed useless to recapitulate. 
hose enormities would, in all probability, have 
been gotten over, by barely remonstrating, had it 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Navigation Act. 


a 


1302 


not been for the commission of still greater enor- 
mities, occasioned by our passive disposition ; for, 
it is with Governments as it is with individuals; 
if a spirit of resentment is not manifested for in- 
juries, they will press forward. The persisting 
in the principle of impressment, and the alarm- 
ing increase of that execrable practice, by which 
thousands of our countrymen, real born Ameri- 
cans, have been forced into their service, at the 
point of the bayonet, compelled to assist in fight- 
ing for the support of principles repugnant to the 
feelings of freemen, and in case of a show of un- 
willingness to obey, were liable to the lash, or to 
be buffeted and kicked by every petty naval 
officer :—Yet, sir, this outrage upon right, upon 
humanity, we have borne, [ won’t say with 
christian fortitude, but rather with stoic philosophy. 
Yet, sir, this conduct of the common enemy, so 
far from being reprehensible in the eyes of some 
among us, has been measurably justified as being 
considered necessary for the support of the Brit- 
ish navy, the rampart that stands between the 
tyrant Napoleon and universal empire; conse- 
quently calculated to prevent the subjugation of 
the United States. Anti-American doctrine, sir! 
Well, sir, if the impressment and incarceration of 
our countrymen were not objects worthy of no- 
tice in any other way than by remonstrance, if 
we could tamely look on and see our fellow men 
inhumanly wrested from their country, their fami- 
lies, and dearest connexions, could we reasonably 
calculate upon anything else but additional en- 
croachments; could we reasonably suppose they 
would stop here? No, sir, we ought not to have 
been so credulous. No, sir; that Government, 
that in all cases substitutes power in place of 
right, has never pardoned our independence, and 
are determined by their insidious machinations 
and monopolizing spirit, to subdue the national 
pride, the pride of freemen, that characterized 
our ancestors. Yes, sir, they are determined to 
obtain, by their insidious arts, what they were 
not able to retain by arms. Well, sir, what 
comes next upon the list of atrocities? Human 
butchery. They were not satisfied with the mur- 
derous transaction, the case of Pierce, as they dis- 
covered that (notwithstanding we were bowed 
down by oppression) we could still bear more; 
but our innocent and unsuspecting countrymen 
on board the Chesapeake, must be the next vic- 
tims marked out to exercise their cruelties on, 
where several were wantonly murdered, some 
wounded, and others impressed; one of whom 
was afterwards wantonly, inhumanly, and in 
| cold blood, put to death, to fill up their measure 
of guilt. A universal burst of indignation mani- 
fested itself from one end of the continent to the 
other, British partizans, tories, and refugees, ex- 
cepted; some of whom had the hardihood to 
go all lengths in justification of this atrocious mas- 
sacre. A spark of the fire of °76 was lighted up, 
but soon died away ; demandsof reparation proved 
fruitless. The outrage has never been atoned for, 
but, on the contrary, the offers made as reparation 
for the hostile act have only been adding insult to 
injury. 
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This nefarious atrocity, the attack on the} wardsAmerica? Sir, the faithless conduct of this 











Chesapeake, and the memorable Orders in Coun- | rapacious and tyrannical Power caused the non-ip. | 
cil laying the transit duty, or more properly | tercourse to be reinstated ; but this system appear, | 


not officially known, was anticipated through the | having given it an experiment, inasmuch as the 
medium ofthe public prints, produced the em- | sections of the law calculated to enforce it were 
bargo, of famous memory, asthe gentleman from | repealed at the Summer session. When it was 
New York (Mr. Garpenter) ironically speaks | adopted, it was the opinion of a very large ma- 
of it—a measure of all others the best calculated | jority of this House that it was an efficient co. 
to suit our peaceful purposes, to coerce our ene- | ercive measure; it was then calculated to answer 
mies into a sense of justice, and bring about resti- | every purpose, to coerce our enemies into a sense 
tution for, damages; but in consequence of the of justice, to bring about reparation for damages, 
hue and cry raised against it from one end of the | and to place commerce on an equitable footing. 
Continent to the other, by the opposition to Ad- | It is now given up by its friends, without ever 
ministration, perhaps instigated in many instances | having given it a fair experiment, which proves 
by British emissaries, which occasioned the many | to my mind a wayward disposition, a want of 
wanton violations of the law, and which caused | firmness in the majority. Sir, you suffer your- 
the Eastern friends to Administration to take the | self to be driven from place to place, to be bandied 
alarm, and quiver like a reed in the wind, and ; about by the Federal phalanx, that for many 
determine upon its removal, substitute or no sub- | years have been placed in hostile array against 
stitute, I believe the consequence was, that the | the Administration. Yes, sir, they drove you 
friends to the embargo—those that were not only | from the embargo; they are now about to drive 
willing but anxious for its continuance a while | you from the non-intercourse; and, sir, they wiil 
longer, and to adopt the necessary regulations for | next drive you from your seats, unless you act 
its enforcement, believing that if a fair experi- | with more firmness and energy. Adhere to your 
ment could be made that it would unquestionably | non-intercourse; the power that enacted it un- 
produce the desired effect—when they discovered | questionably has the power to amend it. Iam 
that if those that took the alarm were added to the | satisfied that, if the proper steps were taken, it 
Federal party in the House, they formed a ma-/ might be made measurably efficient as a coer- 
jority, it was deemed advisable to form a com- | cive system, consequently a saviour of national 
promise, that if they could not retain what was | honor. 

essentially right, to take the best they could get,| Next comes on the carpet the famous Mr. 
rather than implicitly submit to the iniquitous | Jackson—selected, I presume, in consequence of 
and destructive measures of our enemies—the | his eminent services at Copenhagen. Both the 
non-intercourse was then substituted. This, sir, | selection and his subsequent conduct add insult 
if not efficient as a coercive measure, in conse-| to injury. And, sir, 1 regret to have seen that 
quence of the partial manner in which it has | he had apologists on this floor; I regret to have 
been enforced resulting from the clauses being | seen men, that call themselves Americans, stand 
repealed (after Erskine’s arrangement) calculated | up in the face of the nation and justify the in- 
to carry it into effect, and the consequent viola- | decorous and impertinent conduct of this Copen- 
tions of it by mercantile cupidity, was at least a | hagen champion. Sir, had those gentlemen ex- 


resistance to oppression; and held out an idea to 
the world that we were determined to adhere to 
the declarations we had so repeatedly made, that 


erted their ingenuity to so great an extent in de- 
| fence of their country’s rights, in justification of 
the open, manly, and spirited conduct of the Ex- 


we would not submit. If this measure had been | ecutive, as they did by their sophistical, fine-spun 
properly enforced, it would have come up to the | arguments and special pleadings, in order toscreen 
expectations of its most sanguine friends. This | this legalized spy from censure, and to exculpate 
system was laid aside in consequence of the ar- | the British from the charge of perfidy so justly 
rangement entered into by the British Govern- | attached to the disavowal of Erskine’s arrange- 
ment, through their Minister, Mr. Erskine, with | ment, they would have deserved well of their 
the American Government, for an amicable ad- | country; they would have received the universal 
justment of differences, with offers of reparation | plaudits of all true Americans. The ery would 
for damages. How lovely to the ears of Ameri- | have been, Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
cans sounded the news! Itappeared likea kindof | vant! But, sir, they have drawn the line, and 
political jubilee. In their estimation the time was | he that is not for me is against me. I should not 
not far distant when commerce would flow un- | be surprised if they were to meet the indignant 
shackled; when every man might in safety sit _and universal frowns of all true Americans. 
under his own vine and his own fig tree. But! Well, sir, what have we obtained through all 
mark the perfidy of that corrupt Government! | this scuffle? Nothing but losses, crosses, disap- 
After they had obt:ined a sufficiency of the Ameri- | pointments, and insults, have been the result ; yet, 
can productions which they so much stood in | agreeably to the doctrine of some gentlemen, we 
need of, they declared the arrangemententered into | have no cause for war; and I am not certain, if | 
by their Minister, to be unauthorized ! ;might judge from what I have seen and heard, 
Mr.Speaker, is there a crime whichcan be perpe- | that that nation could commit an act, be it ever 
trated for which ready precedents cannot be found | so oppressive and glaringly reprehensible, that 
in the conduct of that perfidious Government to- | would be deemed a cause of war by some gen- 
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tlemen. It has been repeatedly said on this floor 


: ) that the embargo, this political hobby-horse that 
| . 
|g 


the Federal party expected to ride to power, has 
brought ruin on the country; that it has been as 
I acknowl- 


) edge that it has been sensibly felt in many parts 
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of the continent, but it was principally among 
the farmers and mechanics; yet they bore the 
privations consequent on our situation with manly 
cheerfulness. The losses that happened among 
the agriculturists have been almost incalculable; 
yet they bore it with fortitude rather than truckle 
to those lawless depredators. But, sir, I am 
afraid this is an inauspicious time. I am afraid 
we are about to give up by a false step that 
national respectability, and with it liberty and 
independence. For, sir, if you won’t defend 
your rights, but will surrender them at pleasure, 
your independence is not worth astraw. Yes, 


. sir, 1am afraid we are about to abandon nation- 


al honor—pusillanimously to give up important 


| rights, which were obtained by the blood and 


heroic exertions of our ancestors, and handed down 
to us in their purity, and which it is a duty incum- 
bent on us to transmit to posterity unsullied; or 
why that apathy in not resenting, with becoming 
diguity, injury and insult, and apply the proper 
corrective energetically? Sir, I beg gentlemen 
to pause, to look well before them, as one false 
step might sink them into the ditch of degrada- 
tion, might leave a stain on your national char- 
acter that time would not obliterate—for, the 
moment that you retrograde or abandon the stand 
Government has taken, that moment you shake 
hands with infamy—crime will become familiar. 
Government ought to deliberate maturely be- 
fore they take a stand; but when that stand is 
taken, it ought never to be abandoned while they 
have the power of resistance. We have the 
power, we have the resources. And, sir, I have 
no hesitation in saying that our countrymen pos- 
sess the valor; then why not prepare to exercise 
itin defence of our inherent rights? Why suffer 
some of the important appendages and immuni- 
ties attached to Government to be wrested from 
our hands with impunity ? Will not pusillanim- 
ity attach itself to this kind of conduct? Believ- 
ing, as I do, sir, that we have nothing to expect 
from a Government that is ever prepared to flat- 
ter, and ever prepared to defraud, and when 
ready promenents may be found to sanction the 
most glaring enormities, I deem it advisable—yes, 
sir, essential—to prepare for the worst; for, in my 
mind, it is almost inevitable that our difficulties 
will eventuate in war, unless we are determined 
on submission; and to say the best of the bill 
under consideration, it is backing out, tantamount 
to submission. Sir, we have been struggling for 
a series of years against oppression, as cruel as 
absurd. We have seen that it was not in the 
fortuitous accidents of the times that our troubles 
had their origin, but in a systematic hostility 
manifested ever since America obtained her inde- 
pendence. Sir, perilous times, like the present, 
is not the time for Americans to be backward in 
speaking their sentiments; it is not only the time 
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to speak out, but to act with energy and decision, 
unless we are determined to barter our national 
character for a poor, shackled commerce, or in 
other words, for pecuniary interest, brought about 
by mercantile cupidity. In a word, we must lay 
aside our temporizing and prepare for war. I 
repeat it, sir, you must prepare for war, if you 
expect peace or justice. Immediate war is not 
my meaning; my meaning is, sir, that we should 
make the necessary preparations to meet the 
event, believing that our differences must inevit- 
ably eventuate ina struggle. And, sir, when I 
speak of preparatory measures, a large regular 
army or an expensive navy is no part of my mean- 
ing. We may with safety confide the honor and 
welfare of the nation to the national militia or 
volunteers, and in case it should be found neces- 
sary to oust our common enemy from their North 
American possessions, the latter will be all-suffi- 
cient, and finally will be the means of conducting 
valor to victory. And, sir, in an army of this 
caste, composed of the yeomanry of the country, 
no danger is to be apprehended from the machi- 
nations and intrigues of designing demagogues ; 
love of country can never be eradicated from 
their hearts. 
Mr. Speaker, I venture to pronounce that your 
embargoes, non-intercourse, or commercial re- 
strictions, that are now under consideration, 
(which, instead of resistance to oppression, have 
not only humility but imbecility depicted in their 
countenance,) or any countervailing decrees that 
you may adopt, will prove measurably inefficient 
as a coercive system. While the British have 
possessions contiguous to the United States, it 
will be difficult to enforce them; they will be 
unavailing. The quack may talk of a cure, but 
the disease will continue to burn like a covered 
fever until the cause is removed. I repeat it, sir, 
your countervailing regulations will be unavail- 
ing while the British have Canada or a Nova 
Scotia on the Continent of America. You must 
remove the cause if you expect to perform a 
cure. Then why hesitate? Why not make pre- 
parations to meet the event that in all probability 
inust happen, and I am afraid at no very distant 
period? And, sir, independent of these consider- 
ations, they will always have it in their power to 
keep up party strife in the country, by blowing 
the flames of disaffection. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, if you determine on this point, their emis- 
saries, that it is presumable are placed in all the 
principal seaport towns, for the purpose of foment- 
ing division, and diffusing their baneful princi- 
ples, will, in case of a struggle, find their situation 
extremely uncomfortable, and will retire with 
their Pandora’s box—their echoes that they leave 
behind will become cautious—they will find it 
their interest, instead of reviling Government, to 
either join the national standard or to be neutral, 
lest sanguinary vengeance should be the result. 
Then, sir, why hesitate in striking at the root 
of the evil? Why not take preparatory steps, in 
order that the measures may be commensurate to 
the end? It is not, sir, because I think we want 
territory, that I would recommend preparatory 
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measures to meet this event; no, sir, we havea 
sufficiency of territory ; but it is because I think 
we need not calculate on a redress of grievances 
without the adoption of it, or something calcula- 
ted to operate on the fears or interest of our ene- 
mies, for certainly we have seen enough to con- 
vince us that we have nothing to expect trom 
their justice. 

I will be told, no doubt, that the taking of Ca- 
nada will bean arduous undertaking; that it will 
be attended with the loss of blood and treasure. 
Sir, I acknowledge that it will be attended with 
perhaps, both the loss of blood and treasure, an 
there is no man that would be more cautious of 
the blood of his fellow-men, or the expenditure 
of treasure, than I would be; but, believing as I 
do, that there are no means which we have in 
our power to adopt, so likely to insure success in 
bringing about reparation for damages, and pla- 
cing commerce on reciprocal footing, as much as 
I regret the necessity of being forced into this 
alternative, I will encounter it; I will make pre- 
parations to meet the event, believing that, or 
submission, to be inevitable. Sir, my voice has 
heretofore been against war, I was for making it 
the last alternative, so as to preserve national 
honor. But, sir, when that is to be the sacrifice, 
I will say, war. And sir, I am satisfied there is 
patriotism enough in the country to meet danger 
in the most frightful shape, rather than truckle to 
any tyrant, and particularly our deadly foe—the 
opinion of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Suerrey) to thecontrary not withstanding, who 
insinuates that they would not support you in 
war, if you touch their pockets; at least, I can, 
without hesitation, vouch for those that I have 
the honor to represent, they possess patriotism, 
and are ready to encounter any difficulties rather 
than the honor of the nation should be compro- 
mitted. And, sir, it is not of the fair-weather 
kind of patriotism, it is of a kind calculated to 
stand the most stormy seasons. And, sir, I believe 
I speak the sentiment of Kentuckians generally. 
I trust in God, that, if we should betray the trust 
reposed in us by not taking the necessary step to 
vindicate our honor, and to prevent important 
appendages necessarily attached to Government 
from mye wrested from our hands, that the peo- 
ple, in whom the power rests, will apply the 
proper corrective. Sir, the eyes of the nation are 
upon us; they expect something from us; our 
conduct will be particularly scrutinized; and, 
should we act so unworthily as to suffer our 
rights and national character to be prostrated, we 
may expect to be hurled from our seats with ig- 
nominy, and have to encounter the indignant 
frown of an enraged people. As to the expendi- 
ture of treasure, that seems to create so much 
alarm in the minds of some gentlemen, when it 
comes in competition with the national respecta- 
bility, or the good of the community at large, it 
ought to be placed in the back ground, to be 
deemed but of secondary cousideration. We 
never can be at a loss for resources while love of 
country prevails—all deficiency will, be made up 
without the necessity of resorting to internal 
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taxes, as some contemplate. The ousting of ty- 
ranny from the North will be productive of good 
in another way. Immense sums have been ex- 
pended; yes, I may say millions, in fortifications, 
in our ports and harbors, for the defence of our 
seaport towns, and millions more, no doubt, will 
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be expended in the same way, if we persist in our | 


present policy. Whereas, if you deprive your 
enemies of a safe port or harbor on this continent, 
it will be next to impossible to suppose that they 
can take a voyage of three or four thousand miles, 
and hover on our coasts, in order to bombard our 
towns, without having some place to refit in be- 
fore they return. I shall be told that it would be 
unsafe to connect those peuple with the United 


States; that it will have a tendency to distract | 


our national councils. Sir, I wish not to try the 
experiment, if it can be avoided; I wish to make 
it the last resort ; but, admitting we are necessa- 
rily forced into this measure, I should not appre- 
hend any material injury could result from it. 
Those people are, like all other mankind, fond of 
civil liberty; and, I presume, they are not ina 
state of barbarism, perhaps not more so, than the 
Americans were at the commencement of the 
Revolutionary struggle, or when we got clear of 
the shackles of despotism. Sir, I make no doubt, 
if you, by proclamation, declare your intention 
is to give them civil liberty, to emancipate them 
from their chains, and to suffer them to partici- 
pate in Government, but they will rally round 
your standard by thousands, that the country will 
be nearly self-conquered. And, sir, the same ob- 
jection would have applied with equal force to 
the Louisianians, at the time of the acquisition of 
that country, for itis presumable that those raised 
under British despotism are as enlightened, and, 
perhaps, as capable of enjoying civil liberty, as 
those raised under Spanish despotism; and, sir, 
the objection might be obviated by suffering them 
to remain for some time as territorial govern- 
ments, and the adoption of mild and lenient laws, 
for their government, calculated to endear them to 
your policy. 

Mr. Speaker, as to the first two sections of the 
bill now under consideration, that go to the ex- 
clasion of foreign armed vessels from our waters 
I am an advocate for, and were they not coupled 
with such exceptionable matter, 1 should, with 
cheerfulness, give them my support; for I hold it 
as correct doctrine, that foreign armed vessels 
ought never to be admitted into our waters, un- 
less we had a navy able to cope withthem. But 
enough has been said on that head. A reference 
to the Journals of the Summer session will show 
that I stood in the minority of fifteen to one hun- 
dred against the admission of armed vessels into 
our waters. The balance of the bill, the eleventh 
section excepted, goes to the depriving our ene- 
mies of a part of the carrying trade. Now, sir, how 
will this operate, if they choose to countervail ? 
They can make Halifax the port that you are to 
carry the American productions to, and make 
it the place of exchange; which you will agree 
to, if I might judge from the course you are now 
pursuing, where you will receive their manufac- 
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tures, and they your productions; then you will 
have only the carrying to Halifax, and they will | 
have it from thence. And, sir, with their as- | 
cendency at sea, they have the power to enforce 
it; and, sir, what then will become of your car- 
rying trade, for which you are now making so 
great a sacrifice? But, sir, take it for granted, as | 
some suppose, that they will not countervail—are 
not gentlemen apprized, that not more than about 
one-fiftieth part of the tonnage is carried in Brit- 
ish bottoms? Do not gentlemen know that the 
British merchants are a cool, calculating people, 
much attached to interest, and that nearly all the 
exports from Britain to America are shipped in 
American bottoms, owing to the difference in du- 
ties? Now, sir, I appeal to gentlemen’s candor, | 








to say if they really think, that to obtain the car- 
rying of about one-fiftieth part of the tonnage is 
worth making such a sacrifice for—the repealing | 
of the non-intercourse, the only thing that stands 
between America and disgrace—national degra- | 
dation. This measure might perhaps do for a | 


should not be acceded to by a revocation of their 
orders and decrees, as far as respects American 
commerce, the restoration of American seamen, 
and reparation for the cutrage on the Chesapeake, 
&c., that measures should be taken for ousting 
the British from their North American colonies, 
and that general letters of marque and reprisals 
should be granted against both France and Eng- 
land ; for, sir, I consider that the time is fast ap- 
proaching, and I fear, at no distant period, when 
we will have to choose between war or submis- 
sion. And, as the American freemen are not 
prepared for a state of vassalage, the latter will 
be spurned at. Therefore, ere long, you will have 
to lay aside your paper war, your war in words 
and adopt something more substantial in lieu of 
it; in short, you will have to lay aside your tem- 
porizing and take to fighting, or become a de- 
graded people. 

Mr. Speaker, I confess that I should have been 
at a loss to know how to reconcile the observa- 
tions of the gentleman from North Carolina, 


permanent arrangement, or, at least a part of it; | (Mr. Macon,) had it not have been my recol- 
but not as a measure of resistance—the eleventh | lecting his frequent declarations, that a man has 
section repeals the non-intercourse. Sir, if you | a right tochange his opinion as often as he pleases. 
are determined not to advance, in the name of | He says, the Committee of Foreign Relations, of 
God, keep your ground. Do not, by an incau-| which he was the chairman, who fabricated this 
tious step, suffer your national character to dwin- | bill, must have been very unfortunate, indeed, if 
dle into insignificance. Suffer your non-inter- | they had happened to have blundered on marque 
course to continue ; if itis defective, amend it; you | and reprisals. I differ with the gentleman; I 
have the power. Stop the holes in it, and pre-| think they would have been fortunate; they 
vent the mercantile eels from slipping through. | would have proved that they possessed the true 
If this cannot be done by paper regulation, turn | American spirit; that they were not disposed to 
the energies of Government towards enforcing it. | suffer themselves to be kicked and buffeted, and 
Do not suffer your inherent rights to be wrested | treated with every kind of indignity with impu- 
from your hands with impunity, and your nation- | nity, without showing a becoming spirit of re- 
al honor to be prostrated at the feet of intrigue | sentment. And, sir, I have no doubt, considering 
and rapacity. Sir, let it be remembered that I | the weight of character of the committee, if they 
am in favor of adhering, systematically, to the | had recommended it, but they would have been 
non-intercourse, at least for some time, and rigid- | supported by a considerable portion of the House, 
ly enforcing it, with confidence, although it may | and nine-tenths of the nation. And, sir. it would 
in some instances be violated, that it will produce | have comported with not only his patriotic declar- 
the desired effect. But, in case it must fall by ations of last winter, when he came forward with 
the voice of a majority of this House, my view is, | a strain of patriotic truisms, not only calculated 
that an embargo be laid for sixty days on all ships | to do honor to himself, but to affect his hearers, 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United | but his vote—for, if I mistake not, he then voted 
States. Some gentlemen, over the way, seem to | for marque and reprisals, forthwith The gentle- 
raise their heads at the name of embargo, I sup- | man says he should like to have heard this talk 

ose they will consider it a crime equal to sacri- | of energy, when the Chesapeake was attacked : 
ege. But, sir, what my duty impels me to, I | he was then for strong measures. Has that trans- 
trust I never shall shrink from. This measure I | action, that raised the gentleman’s fire, ever been 
deem necessary, as a precautionary one, to call | atoned for? Certainly not. But, on the contrary, 
in our floating property; that the President of | the offers, made as an atonement, have only been 
the United States be requested, for J] presume, “4 adding insult to injury. But, wonderful! how 
we are not the treaty making power, we have the | the mighty has fallen! He now says, after ac- 
right to request, to send despatches to our Minis- | knowledging that our enemies are at war on both 
ters in France and England, with the ultimatum | our men and property, that he does not care much 
to be laid before the British and French Govern- | what is done, if you do not make use of too much 


ments, peremptorily demanding a redress of griev- 
ances, and in case of a refusal, that our Ministers 
be recalled; that the President of the United 
States be authorized to accept, for one year, the 
service of forty thousand volunteers, and in order 
to facilitate the procuring the men, that they be 
allowed a smail bounty in land or money, in case 
of actual service; and, in case our last demands 


energy. Really, sir, if 1 was not apprized of the 
honorable gentleman’s patriotism, I should have 
supposed he had adopted the old stale doctrine, 
that I had hoped had been long since exploded in 
this land of freedom—that of passive obedience 
and non-resistance. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Smi- 
LIE) tells you this is a peace bill; that he con- 
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siders it the commencement of a moderate sys- 
tem of measures calculated to operate on our ene- 
mies. Certainly, that gentleman has had expe- 
rience enough to know that moderate measures, 
to Governments that have lost all sense of justice, 
are only calculated to invite encroachment and in- 
sult. The gentleman has seen, sir, that we have 
been negotiating for about fifteen years; that 
quires, yes, reams, of paper, have been written up 
in diplomatic correspondence; and althcugh we 
have always had the advantage in point of reas- 
oning, Owing to justice being on our side, togeth- 
er with the ascendency of talents, yet they have 
carried off the loaves and fishes, and made addi- 
tional encroachments on our rights. The gentle- 
man’s observations of last winter were truly Ame- 
rican; he was then for strong measures. And, 
sir, has there been any relaxation, on the part of 
our enemies, in their destructive policy? Have 
we obtained any advantage? Has not insult been 
added to injury ? But now the gentleman is for 
moderate measures. If I mistake not, he was 
then an advocate for the non-intercourse; and 
now he is for laying it aside before an experiment 
has been made on it, and for adopting this sys- 
tem of moderate measures. Yes, sir; it is mod- 
erate, indeed ; it is easing yourself down into an 
abyss of degradation. The gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Taytor) acknowledges, openly, 
that it is submission, but qualifies it, by saying 
that it is not more so than the non-intercourse. 
Sir, it is our own fault, if the non-intercourse 
has not been energetic ; we were so much off our 
guard last summer, owing to Erskine’s arrange- 
ment, that we repealed the provisions calculated 
to enforce it. Re-enact them, sir, and it will be 
coercive on our enemies. The gentleman quali- 
fies it further, by saying that, if it is submission, 
it is profitable submission; it will bring money 
into our Treasury. Is this the language of Ame- 
ricans—to be willing to barter their national re- 
spectability, for a few cents ? Sir, I trust the 

reat bulk of the American people have not so 
ar degenerated from the heroism of their fathers 
as to subscribe to this doctrine. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Monrt- 
GOMERY) says, we are determined to have com- 
merce, and, when that is resolved on, it will be 
defended. Yes, sir; Iam afraid the determina- 
tion will be a fatal one, at the expense of national 
honor. Howdefended? Has the gentleman come 
forward with any plan of defence? Certainly 
not. He must be eagle-eyed, indeed, if he can 
discover anything like resistance in this bill. The 
gentleman says, repeal the non-intercourse with- 
out a substitute, and you abandon the best inter- 
est of the country. What substitute does the 
gentleman mean? Certainly, he cannot be un- 
der such mistaken policy as to suppose this hu- 
miliating measure a substitute for a system, that, 
not long since, he conceived to be, not only an 
honorable stand, but would be efficient as a coer- 
cive measure. But the gentleman tells you that 
if this was the only measure that was to be adopt- 
ed, to redress our grievances, he should be among 
the discontented. I wish the gentleman would 
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let us know what he contemplates bringing for- 
ward; it ought to be laid on your table before 
we take a vote on this bill, before we repeal the 
only thing that stands between us and disgrace. 
No, sir, I am satisfied, from the apparent political 
torpor that pervades the House, and from a dis- 
position I have discovered of laying on our oars, 
that if this is adopted, which is nothing more 
than backing out, that we are pinned down; yes, 
completely anchored ; and that the chapter of ac- 
cidents must do the balance. 

Sir, my anxious wish isto avert war; but, if we 
keep receding, we must calculate on additional 
encroachments ; whereas, if we form a manly 
stand, act with firmness, show Britain that we 
will not abandon our pretensions, she will recede, 
owing to her being cut out from all other parts of 
the world ; she must recede, or fall. 

Sir, we must act with more firmness; we must 
shake off that political lethargy that we have 
been slumbering under for some time, unless we 
wish to see the reign of terror again, with the 
alien and gag-laws, accompanied by their train of 
evils; for,sir, your political opponents are vigilant, 
and are prepared to take all advantagesof your wa- 
vering policy. I applaud their management, how- 
ever | may despise their political principles; they 
come forward on all occasions, abreast, like the 
Macedonian phalanx ; and, sir, 1 fervently wish 
that the Federal phalanx may not be as fatal to 
the liberties of the American Republic, as was 
the Macedonian Philip and his phalanx to the 
Grecian Republics; for, sir, the most direful evils 
are to be apprehended from their thwarting the 
Administration, and hanging upon the wheels of 
Government. 

But, it is said, this isan Administration measure. 
Sir, I have examined, particularly, the President’s 
Message handed to Congress at the commence- 
ment of the session, and cannot see that he takes 
the responsibility of recommending this measure 
on himself; and, sir, I do not choose (much as I 
am disposed to support the President in all rea- 
sonable measures) to take any of the responsi- 
bility of this cobweb submissive system on my 
shoulders. Sir, 1 much regret the necessity I am 
under, of differing with a number of my political 
friends, with whom it has been my pride to act. 
I attribute the purest motives to them, and expect 
a correspondent liberality ; I would make any 
reasonable sacrifice, but I must be pardoned when 
I refuse to unite in what I conceive to be degra- 
dation ; for I was not sent here to compromit the 
honor of my country. 

Sir, 1 have been gratified at the patient atten- 
tion of the House, for which I return my sincere 
thanks. 

Mr. Momrorp.-—It was not my intention, Mr. 
Speaker, to have said one word more on this sud- 
ject, as the motion I had made for postponement 
failed. I did, then, think it unnecessary to make 
any further observations at this time; but, sir, the 
time is now arrived which had been assigned for 
the final passage of the bill before you, and con- 
ceiving as [ do, and being strongly impressed with 
its injurious effects, I shall not cease to oppose it, 
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and should deem myself culpable of a dereliction 
of principle, as weil as of the duty I owe to my 
country, not to resist its becoming a law in all its 
stages and meanderings. Sir, we are about tak- 
ing upon ourselves an awful ee On 
this bill turns the pivot of your foreign relations, 
and perhaps the future destinies of this portion of 
the new world. While I shall impute the purest 
motives to those with whom I may differ in opin- 
ion on this question, I hope a correspondent lib- 
erality will be extended towards me. No man 
respects the opinions of the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Foreign Relations, on many 
subjects, more than I do, but, in the present in- 
stance, we are wide apart. I have been led some 
times to doubt whether my own judgment might 
not have misunderstood some of the provisions 
of this bill, and I have endeavored to reconcile it 
under various shapes: but all to no purpose; the 
more I have examined it, the more I am con- 
vinced my first impressions were correct. 

The worthy gentleman from North Carolina, 
chairman of the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
has asked me, in his plain honest way, wherein 
this bill differs materially from the non-inter- 
course heretofore recommended by me? I will 
endeavor to answer him in his own laconic way, 
that the non-intercourse of last year differs very 
materially from this bill, inasmuch as the gentle- 
man says he will, by this bill, enter his protest 
against the tiger and the shark, (so appropriately 
called by himself.) while, at the same time, he is 
willing to supply their rapacious jaws with food 
to devour us. To this I never have, nor will I 
ever give my assent, until our rights are redressed 
and respected. I have no earthly interest in op- 
posing this bill. J am no importer of dry goods; 
on the contrary, my property, now on the high 
seas, to a considerable amount, will be exposed 
to the very measures I recommend, which pe 
be obviated perhaps by the passage of this bill. 
But I trust I am governed by far different mo- 
tives; my highest ambition is to promote the best 
interests and honor of my country. I am no 
office hunter, and am sent here without any soli- 
citation on my part. The honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. TayLor,) whose pa- 
triotism I have often admired, has astonished me. 
I understood him to have said that this bill was 
submission, direct, and my former project was 
the same indirectly, but preferable to mine, as it 
was a submission of profit to the Treasury. Pro- 
fit is to be sure desirable, when to be had on hon- 
orable terms; but, sir, have we arrived so early to 
that period which the enemies of republican in- 
stitutions have predicted would be our fate at a 
distant day ; shall we suffer this miserable, avari- 
cious, sordid, money-making system, to benumb 
and envelope our sense? It has been the down- 
fall of ancient Republics, and if we do not arouse 
from our lethargy, it will inevitably overwhelm 
the last sheet-anchor of man’s hopes in this world. 
A little more of the folding of the arms; a little 
more slumber; a little more money, and we are 
lost forever. Whether we send a little more or 
less lumber from Kennebunk or Saco, a little 
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more or less whale oil from Nantucket, a little 
more or less potash from New York, a little more 
or less flour, tobacco, cotton, and rice, from the 
Southern States, is, in my humble opinion, un- 
worthy the consideration of the National Legis- 
lature, when weighed in the balance against the 
honor of ourcountry. I would ask wherein does 
your situation now differ materially between an 
act of Parliament taxing your commerce and re- 
stricting it to the mother country previous to our 
glorious Revolution, and the present British Or- 
ders in Council? There is scarcely a shade of 
difference; yet, sir, with innumerable difficulties 
staring you in the face, you resisted with success— 
to honor, to glory, and to independence; and shall 
it now be said that a population of about two 
millions, without means, and with a feeble Gov- 


ernment, asserted and acquired that which a pop- 


ulation of more than seven millions, with a full 
credit, ample means, and a strong, confederated 
Government, hesitates to perform ? 

During the last Summer session, I heard no 
complaint of the partial repeal of the embargo; 
it was then, I believe, deemed a tolerable good 
measure, and one of the causes that contributed 
among others to bring about the arrangement 
with Mr. Erskine—no one, I believe, ever pre- 
tended that it was more than a choice of evils. 
But it preserved the national honor and kept the 
country in peace. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina will consent to infuse some energy into 
this bill, so as to protect by convoy, to all parts 
of the world, every species of bona fide Ameri- 
can property, contraband excepted, (much as I 
dislike the bill,) I will vote for it—and I am the 
more solicitous for this course as [ cannot see any 
other way to put down the most nefarious prac- 
tices of the British merchants, who are making 
use of forged papers, purporting to be of Ameri- 
can vessels, now carrying on in the city of Lon- 
don, under the very eyes of the British Ministry. 
Even your Chief Magistrate’s signature. as well 
as the subordinate officers of your Government, 
have been counterfeited by those people. Of more 
than two hundred sail of pretended American 
vessels lately arrived in England from the Baltic 
and White Sea, it is probable that not more than 
fifty were bona fide American. It is for these 
felonious practices of forged papers that your 
citizens have been incarcerated in French prisons 
for violating the municipal laws of France, and 
from that cause principally have your difficulties 
arisen with continental Europe. The operation 
of the convoy system would ascertain to whom 
the vessels and cargoes actually belonged; but 
what is of infinitely more consequence, would 
prevent impressments, and insure the liberty of 
our citizens, at all times of primary importance— 
would insure an entrance into continental Eu- 
rope, where your produce is principally consumed. 
As the officer would bear the commission of your 
Chief Magistrate, it is to be presumed that the 
continental Powers would not hesitate to put faith 
in his statement, that the whole of his convoy 
were bona fide American. Thus, sir, you will 
shut out from continental Europe the embargo 
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breakers and violators of your laws, and the Brit- 
ish and American counterfeiters, for it will natu- 
rally occur to those Powers that no vessel, merely 
for wearing the American colors, (which have 
been shamefully abused by some men, disgracing 
themselves and bringing a reproach on the name 
of that free country which gave them birth,) will 
be admitted without coming under protection of 
a ship or vessel of war under the command of an 
officer of the American Navy, duly authorized 
for that purpose. This system will be attended 
with inconvenience, I will allow, in some instan- 
ces. But what will you do in the multiplicity of 
difficulties that present themselves ? Turn which 
way you will, they stare you in the face. There 
is no other way but to take the choice of evils; 
and, under every view I have been able to con- 
sider the subject for the present, this appears to 
my humble opiate to be the least objectionable. 

It seems that if France and England never 
agreed before, they now have entered into co- 
partnership to try and see which of them can do 
us the most harm. France says, if England will 
respect the freedom of the seas, I will repeal my 
decrees. England says, if France will repeal her 
decrees, I will repeal my Orders in Council ; and 
while they thus appear to dispute among them- 
selves we are the sufferers. One says, I only re- 
taliate on France; I do not mean to hurt you. 
The other says, I only maintain the liberty of the 
seas. One robs you insidiously ; the other, more 
open and direct, burns your property. From such 
liberties good Lord deliver my country ! 

You may repeal this bill at your pleasure; but 
can you repeal the Orders in Council? They 
are a studied system against you. This bill will 
furnish them with an overstocked market of our 
produce, (to the manifest ruin of many of your 
merchants,) with which they will carry on a con- 
traband trade in their own ships to the Continent, 
and if you interfere, your ships will be taken in 
sight of their’s, trading to the same ports, and 
condemned. Thus, they will not leave you direct, 
indirect, nor forced trade, with any other part of 
the world, but with themselves, which would 
soon drain you of your precious metals. 

I have never advoeated the cause of any for- 
eign country, and I trust in God I never shall. 
My object has always been to pursue such a course 
as I ~e would most likely promote the best 
interest of my own country; and I wasvery happy 
when the arrangement took place with Mr. Ers- 
kine, because it convinced my own countrymen 
that we were determined to settle as an indepen- 
dent nation with one of the belligerents; whether 
the other liked it or disliked it, was a matter of 
indifference to us. They might fight their own 
disputes in their own way, and we will manage 
our own affairs in our own way. This bill, in 
my opinion, is neither neutral nor belligerent; 
but it concedes so much to one of the bellige- 
rents, that I think it no more than natural to in- 
fer that the other will consider that you have 
acquiesced in their orders, and will issue new de- 
crees, confiscating, sequestrating, and burning 
your property, wherever to be found, so effectu- 
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ally as to shut you out of continental Europe alto- 
gether, from the Bosphorus to the White Sea. 
Can this be a desirable state of things? It is 
in vain to say that we can carry on a lucrative 
commerce with Great Britain only, when she is 
herself daily exerting her utmost faculties, and 
complaining constantly because of the great dif- 
ficulties to introduce our commodities into the 
very market which we ought, as an independent 
nation, to carry direct ourselves, and without 
which trade you will not be able to pay the mil- 
lions of the balance of trade against you, arising 
from the importations of British manufactures 
and gewgaws. If money only is to be the pre- 
dominent fashion of the day, we ome to go 
direct to the consumers, because upland cotton in 
France is 100 cents per pound; in Holland it is 
80, and, in Denmark, 50; and after the arrange- 
ment in April last was known in England, it fell 
from 44 to 20 cents; and the moment the present 
bill becomes a law, and is known there, it will 
again fall from the last price I heard of, 35 cents, 
down to the old price of 20 cents, and perhaps 
less, and every other article in proportion. The 
trade to the Continent is now becoming more 
lucrative than ever, on account of the remittances 
made in bills of exchange to pay the balanée we 
owe England, at an advantage of 25 to 30 per 
centum in favor of the American produce sold 
in Deamark and Holland, which, if abandoned 
now, we may never have so favorable an oppor- 
tunity toregain. This bill is saying to your citi- 
zens, you may safely go to France and England ; 
it is not necessary for your Government to inter- 
pose between you and those nations. This is 
holding out a fallacious idea. Everybody knows 
Great Britain’s insidious policy will molest you 
by her numerous cruisers; and France, not less 
disposed to alter her policy, will sequester, unless 
you can convince her that you come as real bona 
fide neutrals ; and you cannot do it effectually in 
any other way but by convoy to such ports as are 
actually invested and blockaded. Does not Mr. 
Jackson expressly say to Mr. Secretary Smith, that 
His Britannic Majesty will not cease to maintain 
the right of blockading his enemy’s ports by proc- 
lamation, even without an actual force before 
them? Can it be possible that we will ever re- 
cognise such a monstrous doctrine? No, sir, this 
nation never will. No. She will not truckle to 
the mandates of any potentate whatever. 

There is another important Constitutional 
point of view in which I consider this subject. 
I presume it cannot be in serious contemplation 
to abandon our commerce without protection, or 
to quit the ocean altogether. This is a commer- 
cial people ; you cannot do it. Under what cir- 
cumstances was the Constitution under which we 
now hold our seats in this House formed? The 
fathers of our glorious Revolution, foreseeing 
much clashing of interests between the States 
under the old Confederation, which could not en- 
force the collection of the five per cent. impost 
recommended by them, devised the plan of an 
association, who assembled at Annapolis for the 
avowed purpose of commercial regulations, in 
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which the present Chief Magistrate took a con- 
spicuous part. And what was the result of the 
deliberations of those sages, who, foreseeing in- 
surmountable obstacles, proposed to the several 
States to send delegates.to Philadelphia, in order 
to fix upon some plan to obviate those commer- 
cial difficulties, which was, in the first instance, 
the principal object of their meeting together ? 
The several States did send delegates accordingly, 
and that constellation of wisdom did agree to re- 
commend a form of Government for the adoption 
of the respective States, and at a propitious mo- 
ment, when we were in profound peace; who, in 
consequence of this recommendation, did deliber- 
ate upon the compact proposed tothem. Some 
of the States immediately acquiesced ; others, 
with great reluctance, hesitated some time. But, 
such was their confidence in the illustrious char- 
acters who recommended the plan, they at last 
acquiesced. Sir, it required all the talents of a 
Madison, a Hamilton, a Jay, and many other wor- 
thies, (in their various essays on that measure, ) to 
induce the State of New York to assent to the 
compact. She was not willing to give up a cer- 
tainty for an uncertainty ; and, after a long con- 
test in her convention, the solemn decision was 
taken, and carried only by one vote. How she 
has been requited, I shall not attempt to delineate 
at this time. But I do hope that you will not 
verify the predictions that were foretold in her 
convention at that day. Thus, we instituted a 
Government of equal laws and equal protection 
to all classes of citizens, guarantied to us by that 
Constitution, the admiration of the world, and 
which solemnly pledges the faith of the nation 
to promote and defend the general welfare of the 
whole. It is impossible to abandon that com- 
merce, which the wise framers of the Constitu- 
tion expressly meant to protect and defend. And 
if you shall conclude to retire from the ocean, the 
inevitable consequence will be, that you must 
have recourse to direct taxes—there is no other 
alternative. This Constitution having grown out 
of mutual concessions, it ought to be always up- 
permost in our view; we ought to consider it as 
the apple of the eye of the body politic, the sheet- 
anchor of our hopes, and never suffer anything 
that shall, in the least, tend to impair those obli- 
gations which have been transmitted to us by the 
father of our beloved country. 

We shall be told, if this bill passes, it will not 
revent us from taking other stronger ground. 
t would be very grateful for me to see the coun- 

try armed at all points, on the defensive, in earn- 
est. But I very much doubt it. I shall despair 
of getting at this plain question— Will you, or will 
you not, defend your commerce and the liberty 
of the citizen from the rapacious jaws of the bel- 
ligerents? I shall be told trade is now open, 
money is plenty, produce sells high; no occasion 
to do anything more, wee and Chesa- 
peake an old story.) ill you now undertake to 
make use of energetic measures, when we have 
just let loose our defenceless commerce? Thus, sir, 
We are continually to trust to the chapter of acci- 
dents. Let us get out of this thraldom. I wish 





for some permanent system, of a decided, firm 
character, on which the country can rely. 

I may be mistaken in some of the views I have 
taken of this subject; but, being fully convinced 
that it will compromit the honor and the dearest 
interests of my country, [ have considered it my 
indispensable duty, as a representative of the peo- 
ple, to oppose this bill in all its stages. If it shall 
be decided against me, I shall, with all due def- 
erence, submit to the majority. 

Mr. Jonnson.—Mr. Speaker, I shall not apolo- 
gize for the remarks I am about to make, al- 
though the discharge of other duties has pre- 
vented me from arranging or condensing my 
thoughts as I would wish. The opposition to 
this bill has been remarkable, in at least one fea- 
ture, its variety. We have been entertained with 
the importance of manufactories, and the duty 
of this House to encourage them, and then the 
conclusion seemed to be drawn, that we should 
vote against this bill. To this I can say, that no 
individual of the nation can be more anxious 
than I am to encourage and promote manufac- 
tures, by which our dependence on foreign na- 
tions will be destroyed and our independence 
more easily maintained. This bill is so far from 
obstructing the progress of manufactures, every 
principle of the bill fosters and protects them. 
Others have described the calamities of war with 
much feeling, and have given it as their opinion, 
that this bill would involve us in war with either 
France or Great Britain, or with both Powers. 
To this I answer, if this was to follow, we have 
had just cause of war against both nations, and 
the calamities could not be much greater than 
those which have been wantonly inflicted on us 
without any provocation or effectual resistance 
on our part. But this measure is neither war, 
nor will it more necessarily produce it than any 
other honorable exercise of our rightful powers. 
Other gentlemen have recited the wrongs of 
France and England, in the language of patri- 
otic indignation, at which I have been delighted 
and interested to see such a spirit of freedom 
warm their bosoms, and then the conclusion has 
been drawn, that this bill is submission. In an- 
swer to this I state, first, that this bill is not sub- 
mission; secondly, it is not in opposition to 
any measure of resistance which has been men- 
tioned. It is not inconsistent with granting let- 
ters of marque and reprisal, nor with taking the 
Canadas, nor with the recall of our Ministers, nor 
with any other measure of effectual and honora- 
ble resistance, nor does it paralyze or weaken in 
any way the energies of the nation. Where I 
am known I believe none will doubt my readi- 
ness to go to war both with France and Great 
Britain rather than submit longer to their depre- 
dations and insults. I have never had any other 
sentiments since the attack on the Chesapeake. 
Let those who object to this as submission, intro- 
duce their plan of resistance, and then we shall 
see who are willing to vindicate the honor and 
dignity of the nation. Others say we had as well 
attempt to control the elements as commerce; 
that the merchants should be permitted to go 
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where and how they please without restraint. In 
answer to this, I state that the merchants have 
had too much influence in the conflict already; 
they have done much to embarrass the Govern- 
ment in the first instance, and secondly, they 
have invited foreign nations to continue their 
depredations by this infamous conduct. I mean 
that class of merchants who have opposed the 
measures of the Union and bid defiance to our 
authority by violating the laws, and now refuse 
to fight for their country or make resistance 
against foreign enemies. And I am unwilling 
for any set of men to influence my conduct when 
they are governed by such sordid and selfish 
views. Those whose affections are drawn from 
this country, and who can say, Well done, and 
long live the United States! so Jong as our neutral 
character gave them advantage over the subjects 
of other nations, and then claim protection under 
the British navy after our neutral rights have 
been disregarded by that Power—if such men 
are now dissatisfied, let them go and swear alle- 

iance to the British Government and become 

ritish subjects. The plain English of this ob- 
jection amounts to this: Let the merchants dic- 
tate and govern the people of the United States, 
and they will be satisfied, or sell the indepen- 
dence of this nation for gold. Others say that it 
will be worse than the embargo by retaliation 
from Great Britain in excluding our vessels; that 
it will be a perfect non-intercourse, and we shall 
be deprived of British manufactures. In answer 
to this J state that a conviction on my mind that 
this state of things would be produced, would 
alone furnish sufficient argument for me to vote 
for the bill. I wish to see a complete non-inter- 
course produced, and British fabrics excluded 
until Great Britain shall do us justice. What 


would England lose by this state of things? She! 


would lose that under which she could not sup- 
port herself twelve months. Others say many 
will be the evils of this bill. The argument 
would put down all human institutions. The 
most perfect system of the penal code might be 
objected to upon the possibility or even proba- 
bility that in some case the guilty might escape 
punishment or the innocent might suffer. Let 
the nation understand the question before us. It 
is a very plain question; it is a question regulat- 
ing our commerce; it isa navigation act upon 
our exports and imports. 

It is this or nothing. As Great Britain and 
France are waging continued war upon us, the 
question arises, will you pass this bill, by which 
you exclude the British navy and French priva- 
teers, also British and French merchant vessels 
from our ports and waters; or will you permit 
British and French armed vessels and also the 
merchantmen to come in and go out as they 
prone enjoying the hospitality oo people? I 

ope not. I hope, if we can do nothing more, 
we will exclude France and England from the 
hospitality and protection of our waters, and their 
merchants from commercial rights. 1 hope this 
nation never will agree to abandon the rights of 
the people—war before dishonor. The question 
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then is, between this bill and the non-intercourse, 
which will expire at the end of this session— 
which shall we prefer? Or, whether this bill or 
nothing but national disgrace? The non-inter- 
course has been abandoned by all; no proposition 
has been made to enforce it. In fact, it cannot be 
enforced, and it would require almost as many 
men and as much money to enforce it even at 
home, as to carry on war with France and Great 
Britain. The object of the non-intercourse was 
to exclude French and English goods and pro- 
ducts. ‘Those who have opposed this bill confess 
that the non-intercourse is worse than nothing ; 
French and English goods have not been ex- 
cluded. But we have them in quantity almost 
without diminution, and in price much enhanced. 
Very well; what is the price of our own products ? 
The market glutted, and what we sell is at a re- 
duced price. This law has been evaded in the 
most shameful manner by the infamous part of 
the community. The coasting vessels go to for- 
eign markets, and evade the penalty by selling 
cargo and ship and leaving the crew in a foreign 
land. By smuggling through the Canadas, it has 
been violated. The non-intercourse has given 
Great Britain a monopoly of our trade by inter- 
changing British goods in the British provinces 
and Flanders for the products of the United 
States. More than one hundred British vessels 
are now at anchor at Amelia island, in sight of 
Georgia, taking off cotton; and who would be so 
mean as to sneak to Amelia island and sacrifice 
property and principle to enrich our deadly ene- 
mies, and untimately ruin ourselves? The non- 
intercourse has also lessened our revenue with- 
out injuring our enemies, and it has enriched the 
unprincipled part of the traders, to the injury of the 
honest merchant and farmer. I have certain in- 
telligence that insurances can be obtained in New 


| York and elsewhere against the penalties of the 


non-intercourse as to Great Britain. This is too 
degrading to the human character; and a mem- 
ber stated on this floor that he did not believe 
that the President had the right of reviving the 
non-intercourse as to Great Britain, and there 
was no legal non-intercourse at this time. I was 
astonished that there should be a difference of 
Opinion upon a subject so plain, and one which 
was necessary to our neutrality. See the law 
upon this subject; there can be but one construc- 
tion. The President was authorized to do a 
ministerial act, to suspend the non-intercourse as 
to France or Great Britain if they should so 
modify their orders and decrees as not to infringe 
our neutral commerce. The British Ministry 
promised that on a certain day such modification 
should take place. The President, by proclama- 
tion, made this promise known, but on the day 
promised, Great Britain refused to make such a 
change. The non-intercourse therefore never 
was suspended, because the condition alone upon 
which such a power could be exercised never did 
take place. But some men affect to believe what 
they wish. This non-intercourse was a substi- 
tute for the embargo, and the fatal moment when 
that measure was abandoned, a majority refused 
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to go to war, and these are the fruits of it. I 
shall not hesitate therefore to vote for the bill—a 
bill which excludes British and French armed 
and unarmed vessels from our waters, which 

ives the whole of our trade to our shipping—a 
Bill whose provisions can be carried into effect 
without difficulty, which will bring money to 
our Treasury while it injures our enemies. It is 
said that our shipping has had the carrying of 
our own produce—granted. But from what cause 
did that advantage arise? not the difference of 
duty upon foreign bottoms and our own vessels. 
No, it originated from the advantages of our neu- 
tral character. Other nations, and our own citi- 
zens, preferred shipments in American navigation, 
because their property was protected under our 
neutral flag. Not so at this time; those advan- 
tages have been destroyed by the injustice of 
foreign nations, and we must assist our citizens 
by the aid of our laws. This is not submission ; 
far from it. It is a system in defiance of the 
English orders and the French decrees. Here- 
tofore we have tried experiments in the non-in- 
tercourse and the embargo. They have failed to 
coerce Our enemies, and they in some measure 
prevented a collision with foreign enemies. By 
the non-intercourse we are told not to go to Eng- 
land; so said the French decree. We are told 
not to go to France; so said the British Orders in 
Council; and when complaints are made against 
these two rival Powers, gentlemen say we will 
not go to war for captures, when their vessels 
were violating our own laws. This bill excludes 
the British and French from trading with us, and 
we permit our citizens to go where they please 
under certain regulations. Now, when a vessel 
is bound to France, in defiance of the English 
orders, and the British should make a capture, 
the question will be brought home to every mem- 
ber: Will you submit to these depredations, or 
grant letters of marque and reprisal, and authorize 
our merchant au to defend themselves and 
capture? Ifa vessel should be taken by a French 
privateer going to England, in defiance of French 
decrees, the same question would be presented. 
So far from this measure being submission, it is 
a defiance of the orders of England and the de- 
crees of France; and I wish to defy those Pow- 
ers, 1 fear them not. If Great Britain should re- 
taliate by excluding our vessels, then a complete 
non-intercourse will take place. If she should 
retaliate by additional duties, then we shall use 
less of her manufactures, and our commerce will 
be thrown into different channels, to her injury, 
and not of the United States, I have been morti- 
fied that on this occasion some gentlemen have 
estimated our resources as inadequate for the 
purposes of war, or that the people would not 
support a war in defence of our independence. I 
believe neither. Our resources are adequate to 
the maintanance of our rights, our honor, our 
independence, and the people are as willing, and 
more so than we are, to risk war rather than sub- 
mit longer. I have been peculiarly gratified with 
the sentiments of my friend, (Mr. Desua,) we 
coincide in sentiment. Let strong measures be 
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introduced, we shall not differ in opinion. I have 
only to regret, that upoa the merits of this par- 
ticular bill, we differ in our votes. 

Mr. Boyp.—Mr. Speaker, it is with great reluc- 
tance that I rise, from the knowledge that I have 
of the superior ability of many gentlemen in this 
House; and that I am not in the habit of public 
speaking, lays me under great embarrassment; 
but, sir, I sensibly feel it as an imperative duty, 
and silence would be criminal in this state of 
things. 

Sir, I do not expect to make (nor is it my wish) 
one proselyte to the bill that we are about to pass. 
Every gentleman, for himself, ought to consult 
the interest of his country at large; and in so do- 
ing, to use his own judgment. That is the rule 
that I have prescribed to myself to govern my 
conduct. I trouble the House but seldom, and 
would at all times much rather give a silent 
vote; but I feel it my duty to answer some ob- 
jections that have been made to the passing of it. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Liver- 
MORE,) who I now see in his place, objects to this; 
because, says, he “ England will retaliate on you 
by restrictive laws; she has the power and will 
use it—and thatit is absurd to think otherwise, or 
ever talk about it;” with a great deal more such 
like submissive stuff to the will and power of the 
King of Great Britain. And in addition to this, 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. eee 
has said that we must have done with those eternal, 
distressing, destructive, weakand pitiful measures ; 
that England will not change or alter her grand 
system of maritime law; that she has told you so 
over and over again! Now, Mr. Speaker, may I 
be allowed to use that gentleman’s elegant ex- 
pressions? If I may, I will observe that I am 
much disgusted with those eternal, reiterated and 
magnified assertions of the power of this King of 
Great Britain, made in order to deter us from 
acting in behalf and for the rights and interest of 
our own country. 

Sir, are these arguments, if they may be so 
called, to prevent or dissuade us from enacting 
laws, rules, and regulations, for the protection and 
security of our own commercial rights and navi- 
gation? Sir, I find here a great deal of submis- 
sion and cupidity, but no argument. Must all 
our laws be formed to suit the will of our ene- 
mies? Shall we do nothing to secure our own 
rights? Ob, no! we are told; Britain will retali- 
ate. Such are the sentiments of those gentle- 
men; Itrust they never will be such asI shall 
entertain. 

A gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Suerrer) 
has said that he hoped that he should never see 
the day that an American should be so degraded 
as to stand in a work-shop, and that agriculture 
and commerce were the only proper pursuits of 
the American people, and he hoped that the 
American people would never debase themselves 
so far as to become manufacturers. Sir, I hope 
that I will see the day that we shall be supplied 
with our own manufactures. I have seen me- 
chanics that would not think themselves much 
honored by shaking hands with that gentleman 
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or any gentleman on this floor—and when I so 
say I mean no disrespect to the House. Sir, is a 
mechanic less comfortable or more debased in fol- 
lowing his industry in a good work-shop, than a 
sailor, a ploughman, a scytheman or a laborer in 
the field, or one that tills the soil? No, sir; 1 
think he is not degraded. 
A gentleman from Carolina (Mr. Macon) says, 
in vindication of this bill, that the non-intercourse 
is eluded, and allowed onal] bandsto be ineffective; 
that he cannot see how it ever came to be passed. 
He says he is an embargo-man and never denied 
it, and if it had been adhered to, it would have an- 
swered every purpose. But it was given up for 
the non-intercourse, and how it ever came to pass, 
he cannotaccount. He says, he never heard that 
it had a single friend in or out of this House, that 
he had never heard a single man in the House 
raise his voice in its favor. Now, sir, I would 
ask, how it came to pass into a law by so large a 
majority of both Houses and without a single 
friend? Now, sir, is this the fact? To meit 
appears very different. I remember wel! that at 
1 or 2 of the clock at night, or rather the morning, 
that it was passed, I for one spoke in favor of it; 
the embargo was to be given up and this was sub- 
stituted as a stronger measure, and less objection- 
able. I then thought it a stronger measure than 
the embargo, I think so now; and permit me to 
ask that gentleman what it was that brought the 
British Dmenatiah. by their Minister here, Mr. 
Erskine, to propose to our Government a repeal 
of their Orders in Council on condition that we 
would repeal the non-intercourse, (for the embargo 
at that time was repealed.) and enter into an ar- 
rangement with us. I feel myself authorized to 
say, that it was the non-intercourse, and the pro- 
positions made by Mr. Erskine prove it to be so. 
Another objection is raised to the bill. Eng- 
land will retaliate; we shall have no commerce; 
and what will our merchants do with their vast 
capital, isasked ? I would say, that if there is such 
a vast capital, let a part of it be employed in es- 
tablishing manufactories, and a part of our popu- 
lation turn their attention and industry that way, 
and there will be no complaint of inactive on 
This will support domestic manufactures. They 
in their turn will take off that surplus of raw ma- 
terials and provisions that is now exported, or at 
least a great part of it, and that part that you do 
export will command the better price. By this 
means the farmer will have a market at his door 
and his coat also. When we doso, then shall we 
be independent and not before. Ah! but say gen- 
tlemen on my right, if you pass this bill it will lead 
to war. War! war! is continually reiterated. 
Do gentlemen mean by such means to deter us 
from forming and passing municipal laws to reg- 
ulate our own concerns, and protect our own 
property? Sir, war is a great calamity, and 
ought to be avoided by every proper means; but 
if it must come to that, I shall not shrink from it. 
I know what it is; I have felt and seen it in all 
its terrors. I also know what the King of Great 
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Now, sir, as to the bill, I have not much to say 
in favor of it; but it appears to me that the 
House is about to repeal the non-intercourse, 
and that this bill, with some other restrictive 
measures, will take the place of it, It has been 
brought forward by the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, and presented to me as a part of a sys- 
tem, with such as shall be added, to enable the 
Executive to treat with the belligerents with 
greater facility and advantage. and in this point 
of view I accept of it, and shall vote for the pass- 
ing of it. I have no further observations to 
make. 

Messrs. Livermore, Sawyer, and MiLnor, 
spoke against the bill. 

And the House adjourned without taking a 
question. 





Tuurspay, January 25. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of moneys paid during the last year, 
on account of miscellaneous claims not other- 


wise provided for, and a statement of contracts 


made during the same year, by or under his di- 
rection ; which were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. J. G. Jackson, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Return J. 
Meigs, junior,and others, witnesses against Aaron 
Burr at his late trial in Richmond, presented on 
the 9th of November, 1807, be referred to Mr. J. 
G. Jackson, Mr. Houvanp, and Mr. Lyon, to 
consider and report thereon to the House. 

A motion was made by Mr. Dana that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 


Resolved, That it is proper by law to establish per- 
manent regulations applicable to cases of merchant 
vessels allowed to be armed for defence in voyages 
which may be permitted to ports of the West Indies, 
or coasts of the Atlantic Ocean, or the Mediterranean, 
or Baltic Sea, and accordingly to provide for the fur- 
nishing of such letters of permission, or other docu- 
mentary evidence, as may be proper to manifest the 
defensive character of the armament allowed, and at 
the same time, by law, to require securities for the ves- 
sels respectively, that they shall not proceed to any 
port known to be actually blockaded, nor carry articles 
contraband of war to the dominion of a belligerent 
Power, nor violate the laws or treaties of the United 
States, or the rules of public law by the United States 
acknowledged, but will observe the instructions which 
may be given by the President of the United States 
for preventing any such violation, and that satisfaction 
shall be made for all damages and injuries, if any 
should be committed in contravention thereof. 


The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Poinpexer, from the committee appoint- 
ed on the twenty-seventh ultimo, to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing an additional judge 
to the Mississippi Territory, to reside in Madison 
county, made a report thereon; which was read, 


Britain ean do, and have so known ever since | and referred to the Committee of the Whole to 


the year 1774. 


whom is committed the bill extending the right 
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of suffrage to the citizens of Madison county, in 
the Mississippi Territory. 

On motion of Mr. McKim, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to report to this House his opinion relative to 
the sufficiency of the muskets furnished for the 
use of the United States marked “ Springfield.” 


AMERICAN NAVIGATION ACT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill “concerning commercial intercourse with 
Great Britain and France and their dependen- 
cies, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Anpverson.—I rise, Mr. Speaker, I assure 
you with great reluctance ; but I cannot reconcile 
it to myself to remain silent on a question that 
in my view involves the honor of my country. 
Of all questions that can eome before us, those 
affecting our national rights and honor, as an in- 
dependent nation, demand our earnest attention, 
and best support. Sir, we have arrived at a point 
where it is difficult to remain, dangerous to ad- 
vance, but infamous to recede—and will the rep- 
resentatives of a free people, by adopting the bill 
now before us, choose the latter? I sincerely 
hope not; but I do hope that a spirit consistent 
with the dignity of the nation may animate us, 
and that under its proud influence we shall never 
consent to see the honor of our country immola- 
ted on the altar of avarice. I beg gentlemen to 
turn their eyes to the period of the first session of 
the 10th Congress, and review the resolutions 
then entered into, and the solemn declarations 
made, viz: that no commercial intercourse could 
be permitted with England and France while 
their unjust edicts were continued in force, with- 
out a surrender of our rights, our honor, and our 
independence. Hence it must, I think, forcibly 
strike every mind, that those resolves, and sub- 
sequent measures adopted to sustain this honor 
and independence, and defend those rights, should 
be a sure pledge to the American people that you 
will never tamely surrender them. And, sir, 
after placing your nation on this high ground, 
and the same causes still existing which induced 
you to assume it, would it not be degrading to our 
country, and, in the eyes of the world, will it not 
be considered as a pusillanimous act to descend 
from it? Certainly, sir, it will—and not only so, 
but, wanting that becoming spirit of freemen, we 
should be exposed tothe derision of every nation 
of Europe, and our flag treated with contempt by 
all. Sir, what does this bill, fraught as it is with 
imbecility, contemplate? Is it not a direct trade 
with that very Government with whom you 
have pledged your nation, under existing circum- 
stances, you will have no intercourse, and who 
at this time prescribes bounds for every Ameri- 
can vessel that sails on the ocean, and interrupts 
your best commerce with other nations? Sir. if 
this bill now on your table should pass, what will 
be the inference? The answer is plain. It 
would be a virtual recognition of the British 
Orders in Council, and a surrender of those just 
rights for which so many years we have been 
contending, and which the great Leviathan is 
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endeavoring to wrest from us. Sir, these cob- 
web laws, such as the one now presented to us, 
in the present disposition of Great Britain, are 
only calculated to entangle, and instead of lead- 
ing us out, will plunge us farther into this weak 
system we have too long been pursuing. Has 
not experience sufficiently convinced us that this 
tranquil spirit, which, content with viewing in 
cool philosophy the injustice of a foreign nation, 
without pursuing measures to assert the rights 
and dignity of our own, is only to invite further 
abuse? Look into public as well as through pri- 
vate life, and you will find submission provokes 
insult. If we do not respect ourselves, we shall 
never be respected. There is no safety without 
honor—peace is the prize of courage, and can 
only be maintained by the reputation of your 
arms. Sir, we have too long borne the weight 
of accumulated wrongs from the British Govern- 
ment, which seems to delight in a consistent 
course of turpitude and hectoring insolence ; and 
I think we have had strong testimony in recent 
transactions with that Government, that our 
weak measures are only laughed at, and, if con- 
tinued, will lead us to humility and contempt. 
Remonstrances and appeals to public justice, I 
believe the most moderate among us begin to 
be tired and weary of the repetition of, and that 
reasoning and commercial regulations are but 
poor defence against power—and being fully 
satisfied of this truth, shall we again resort to 
this temporizing, fluctuating, and indecisive con- 
duct, which is only calculated to offer the pro- 
perty of your citizens an easy prey to the tyrant 
of the ocean, without the means of retribution ? 
Sir, the most solid basis of a Government is 
its honor and courage, and we cannot be too 
tenacious of them—and this is a crisis at which 
we should properly appreciate those valuable 
traits in the character of the American people; 
and instead of this submissive, puerile bill, adopt 
such measures of energy as will guaranty the 
honor of our nation, and enable us to defend our 
rights compatibly with the dignity and honor of 
a free and independent people. The bill now 
under consideration, if adopted, will, it appears 
to me, give this humiliating answer to all the 
aggressions, hostility, perfidy and insolence of 
the British Government, viz: that we will no 
longer contend for, but surrender our rights, and 
with them, prostrate our honor to the lash with 
which, for some years, you have scourged us; we 
will submit, and voluntarily open a direct trade 
with you, and consent to accept that pittance of 
commerce you are. pleased to allowus. This I 
think is nearly a correct construction of the lan- 
guage this bill presents to the British Govern- 
ment—and will those who now guide the desti- 
nies of this nation consentto purchase a precarious 
commerce by such infamous submission? | sin- 
cerely hope not, sir. This bill now submitted to 
us, should it progress into a law, appears to me 
like a peace offering, or a boon to the British 
tyrant for fear of greater enormities. Be as- 
sured that this mode of buying a peace is not 
the way to prevent the calamities of war. The 
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savage of our woods has nothing in view but 
booty ; and if he is sure of gaining it, his motives 
to frequent incursions grow the stronger. This 
is certainly a new way of repelling the plunderer 
‘by holding forth the booty that invites him; and 
I think that experience has proved to us that the 
Cabinet of England has no hesitation as to the 
means, so long as they lead to the accomplish- 
ment of her base designs; and whilst this Power 
wh gpa permitted to continue her immense 
traffic, and deprive other nations of the free use 
of the seas, and shut them out from the just rights 
of commerce, neutrals will always suffer under a 
desolating piracy. Sir, these are facts too plain, 
and too sensibly felt to be denied, and yet you 
are about to adopt a measure, not only weak in 
itself, but one, under the existing state of things, 
that will blast your country’s honor, and produce 
more food for the maw of that rapacious monster 
of the ocean. 

Some gentleman has said that the genius and 
spirit of the American people lead to peace and 
commerce, and not to war. This, on general 

rinciples, and in nearly all cases, 1 admit; and 
f'do myself deprecate war, and am as desirous of 
peace as any gentleman on this floor, provided a 
mode can be devised that will supersede submis- 
sion, and predicated on principles that will be 
honorable to our nation. But I cannot think 
with some gentlemen in the present case, under 
occurrences of butchery, murder, insidious acts, 
and insolent language of Great Britain, that my 
fellow-citizens will tamely view these great enor- 
mities, nor will I believe that the spirit of 76 is 
so much impaired in the breast of my country- 
men, that they will consent to this degrading 
measure, which goes to a surrender of our rights, 
to submission, and even to entomb the honor of 
our nation, never perhaps to rise again. And, 
sir, all this sacrifice is to be made for a commerce 
in anticipation, inconsiderable and uncertain ; for, 
when our commerce was free as the wind that 
wafts it, Great Britain only employed about 
40,000 of the American tonnage, and the proba- 
bility is, that under the control which England 
will be put in possession of from this regulation, 
she will not employ more than half that quantity ; 
and at the same time it should be taken into view 
that even this is extremely precarious, for there 
is very little doubt with me that England will 
have recourse to a countervailing policy. If so, 
a place of deposite will be established, (and that 
place, perhaps, Halifax,) to which the different 
articles of American produce will be taken, and 
in this case the British ships will reap the benefit 
of this carrying trade. 

Sir, some gentlemen may say that the British 
Government is too much interested in selling her 
manufactures to adopt these countervailing laws; 
but, sir, it does appear to me that the hosule dis- 
position and hatred that Great Britain bears to 
the American nation, is such that this is the very 
policy she will adopt, and rely on the suecess she 
may have in running her goods into our country, 
which, I have my fears, will be but too flattering. 
The features of this weak bill will immediately 
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open to the view of England, the course to 

anada, as a very convenient way to steal her 
goods intothe United States, and her manufactures 
will be stowed on board her own ships, and by 
this route will be enabled (with the assistance 
no doubt of many who will always be ready) to 
run them without detection into this country, by 
which means the United States will be robbed of 
the duties by these peculators; and hence will 
commence, and very probably continue, such a 
scene of smuggling as has never yet been known 
in this, and perbaps any other country. But, 
sir, my principal objection to this bill is not be- 
cause the commerce which it contemplates is in- 
considerable and precarious, but because it goes 
to recognise any commercial intercourse what- 
ever with Great Britain under her present re- 
strictive laws; for, in taking a retrospect of all 
transactions for three years, between this and the 
British nation, I cannot view this measure in any 
other way than as absolute submission ; and there 
is no commercial consideration, however flatter- 
ing or profitable, shall ever induce me to barter 
the honor of my country. Sir, at an epoch so 
momentous as the present, our policy, in my 
opinion, should be an early preparation for the 
worst, and the adoption of some means to get 
your citizens’ property safe at home ; and for that 
reason I would prefer, to that odious bill now or 
your table, one authorizing an embargo for seventy 
or eighty days, by which your vessels would be 
safely moored in the American ports, and if at 
that period England did not cease her piracy on 
our property, and offer such terms of restitution 
as could be honorably accepted by our Govern- 
ment, I would then grant letters of marque and 
reprisal. And, sir, rather than give my assent to 
this degrading measure, which in my view will 
mark my country with dishonor, and be recorded 
as a stain in the history of this nation, I would 
go further; I would call forth the resources of 
the nation, present a firm front, sustain our 
honor, defend our rights and independence, and 
not suffer them tamely to fall at the feet of a 
tyrant without a struggle. Sir. I cannot, nor 
will I ever consent that the remaining columns of 
the American temple of liberty and independence 
shall be struck away, and that noble structure, 
which has been reared at the expense of so 
much blood and treasure, tumble into ruin. I 
shall give the bill my hearty negative. 

Mr. Van Dyke spoke against the bill. 


Mr. Troup offered the following section, as an 
amendment to the bill: 


“ Be it further enacted, That if any vessel, the 
property of a citizen of the United States, bound to 
a port permitted by this act, shall be captured on her 
voyage by the armed vessels of Great Britain or France, 
and condemned in virtue of the orders or decrees of 
either, violating the neutral rights of the United 
States, the President is hereby authorized and required, 
on demand of the owner or owners of such vessel, 
forthwith to issue letters of marque and reprisal to 
such owner or owners, authorizing the capturing and 
bringing in for adjudication the ships or vessels of the 
Power under whose order or decree the said capture 
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was made: Provided, nevertheless, It shall not be 
lawful for the President to grant letters of marque and 
reprisal in conformity with the above provision, unless 
due and satisfactory proof be exhibited that the own- 
er or owners entitled to the same is a citizen of the 
United States, trading in conformity with the provis- 
ions of this act, and that the capture and condemna- 
tion were made under the orders or decrees of the 
Power making the same.” 


This amendment was opposed by Messrs. Taut- 
mapee, Fisk, Biss, Dana, and Smivig, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Troup, who, however, withdrew 
the motion subsequently. 

Mr. Montcomery moved the following as a 
new section to the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to give instructions to the 
commanders of the armed vessels in the service of the 
United States to seize within the United States, or 
within four leagues of the coast thereof, any vessel for 
evasions or violations of this law, and to bring the 
same into any port of the United States, or Territories 
thereof, for adjudication. 

After debate, in which Messrs. Key, Macon, 
and Smiuiz, opposed, and Messrs. Epres, Ruea, 
of Tennessee, and MonrGomery, supported it; 
the amendment was agreed to by yeas and nays— 
73 to 53. 
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Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Erastus Root, 
Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Adam Seybert, 
William Stedman, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Stur- 


, ges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John 


Thompson, George M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Nicholas 
Van Dyke, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weak- 
ley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James 
Wilson—55. 

The bill was then ordered to be read the third 
time on Saturday next. 





Fripay, January 26. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the benefit of the estate of 
Samuel G. East; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, 

Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize the 
President of the United States to employ a per- 
son to compile a digest of such laws of the Uni- 
ted States, resolutions of the Congress under the 
Confederation, and proclamations, as have rela- 
tion to the public lands, and to provide for the 
printing of copies. 

The bill extending the right of suffrage to the 
citizens of Madison county,in the Mississippi 
Territory, went through a Committee of the 





The question, “Shall the bill be engrossed and |} Whole, having been amended, on motion of Mr. 


read a third time ?” was then decided in the af- 
firmative by yeas and nays, as follows: 
Yuas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Eze- 
kiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John 
Brown, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, 
James Cox, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John Daw- 
son, John W. Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Barzillai Gannett, Barent Gardenier, Gideon Gardner, 
David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, jr., Edwin Gray, 
Daniel Heister, William Helms, James Holland, Ben- 
jamin Howard, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, 
Thomas Kenan, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Ar- 
chibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Peter B. 
Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr., Archibald Van Horn, Robert Whitehill, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon—72. 
Nays—William Anderson, David Bard, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John C. Chamberlain, 
William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, William 
Crawford, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, junior, 
Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Charles 
Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 
thanicl A. Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Vincent Matthews, 
William Milnor, Jonathan O. Mosely, Gurdon S. Mum- 
ford, Thomas Newbold, Timothy Pitkin, junior, John 


PoInDEXTER, so as to authorize the appointment 
of an additional judge for the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, to reside in Madison county. 

The bills for the relief of Jared Shattuck ; for 
the relief of Joseph Joshua Dyster; and for the 
relief of William Hawkins, each passed through 
a Committee of the Whole. 

These several bills were ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Briggs was dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole, but disa- 
greed to, and afterwards refused a third reading 
by the House. 





SaTuRDAY, January 27. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting his re- 
port on the petition of Henley McFarlane, refer- 
red to him on the twenty-fourth instant; which 
was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

| On motion of Mr. WuitMan, 

Ordered, That the Message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, of the twelfth instant, 
respecting captures and condemnations of the 
ships and merchandise of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, under authority of the Government 
of Denmark, be referred to the committee ap- 
pointed on that part of the President’s Message, 
at the commencement of the session, which re- 
lates to our foreign relations. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, 

Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, pur- 
suant to the resolution agreed to yesterday, respect- 
ing a digest of the land laws of the United States ; 
and that the Committee on the Public Lands do 
prepare and bring in the same. 











CALL FOR PAPERS. 


Mr. Mosz.ey rose to offer a resolution calling 
for information. He quoted the Message of the 
President of the United States at the commence- 
ment of the session in relation to our affairs with 
France. The President had referred the House 
to.the correspondence laid before them to show 
the state of our affairs with France. Now, this 
correspondence consisted of a letter from Mr. 
Champagny, which Mr. Armstrong, in an ex- 
tract of a letter from him, declares to be the de- 
finitive answer of the Emperor of France to the 
propositions made to him by the American Gov- 
ernment. What these propositions were was not 
anywhere stated. Being desirous to obtain in- 
formation on this subject, he moved the fellowing 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House 
copies of the several communications made to the Gov- 
ernment of France in pursuance of the authority vest- 
ed by Congress in the Executive, as mentioned in the 
President’s Message to Congress at the commencement 
of the session, except such parts thereof as may, in 

is opinion, require secrecy. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, moved an amend- 
ment calling for information as well as to Great 
Britain as to France. 

Mr. Dana remarked, that this amendment 
would involve an absurdity, because the Presi- 
dent had, in his Message, made no such allusions 
to correspondence with Great Britain as the res- 
olution stated him to have made as to France. 

Mr. Suerrey moved to add to the amendment 
the words “ not already communicated.” 

Mr. Eppes, presuming the object of the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut was to obtain a full 
statement of all the propositions made to those 
Governments, therefore moved to strike out the 
words in italic, and include Great Britain as well 
as France in the call, which would embrace all 
the information the gentleman wanted. 

Mr. Mose y accepted the amendment as a 
part of his motion. 

Mr. McKee moved that the resolution should 
lie on the table for consideration.—Agreed to by 
yeas and nays, 73 to 53, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David- Bard, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Cal- 

houn, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, 
James Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Hen- 
ry Crist, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
John W. Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Barzillai Gannett, Thomas Gholson, junior, Daniel 
Heister, William Helms, James Holland, Benjamin 
Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, William 
Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Samuel Mc- 
Kee, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas 
R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 
S. Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Lemuel Saw- 
yer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
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Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Rob. 
ert Whitehill, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. 
Nars—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel Dana, 
John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James Emott, 
David 8. Garland, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. 
Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
Haven, Jonathan Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, 
Robert Jenkins, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lew- 
is, junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Vin- 
cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. 
Miller, William Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Roger 
Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin 
Pickman, junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. 
Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Ross, Daniel Sheffey, 
John Stanley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van 
Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson. 


AMERICAN NAVIGATION ACT. 


The engrossed bill “concerning commercial 
intercourse with Great Britain and France and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes,” was 
read a third time; and, on the question, “ Shall 
the bill pass ?” 

Mr. Srurces moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till Sloniay next.—Neg- 
atived, 58 to 38. 

Mr. Mumrorp opposed the bill. 

Mr. Fisk supported it. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Srurges to 
adjourn.—Negatived, 51 to 46. 

r. McKee advocated the bill, and then the 
House adjourned—63 to 45. 





Monpay, January 29. 


On motion of Mr. Seysert, the memorial of 
the Stockholders of the Bank of the United States, 
presented on the 26th of March. 1808, was refer- 
red to Mr. Monreomery, Mr. Dana, Mr. Bas- 
seTT, Mr. Seaver, Mr. Seysert, Mr. Gown, and 
Mr. Taytor, to consider and report thereon to 
the House. 

Ordered, That there be printed, for the use of 
the House, that part of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on public credit, which treats of 
establishing a National Bank, dated the 13th of 
December, 1790. Also, the report of the present 
Secretary of the Treasury on the same subject, 
made to the Senate on the 2d of March, 1809. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Harry Caldwell and Amasa 
Jackson, Jeremiah Reynolds and Levin Jones,” 
with an amendment; to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES. 


Mr. Ruka offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, | Means be instructed to inquire into the ex pedi- 
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growth 


or manufacture, of France, or the dependencies 


) thereof, and which may be imported into the 
United States, or the Territories thereof. 


Mr. R. observed that, in presenting this resolu- 


) tion, his intention was, that the Committee of 





' on the subject. 


Ways and Means might take the subject of it 


> under consideration, and report fully and exten- 
) sivel 


on it. He said he contemplated the case 
in different points of view, viz: the committee 
may report additional duties to so great an extent 
on certain articles, not very necessary to the Uni- 
ted States, as would, in effect, operate as a prohi- 
bition on them; that, on articles necessary, the 
committee might report an additional duty, small 
in proportion to their necessity ; and that encour- 
agement, consequently, might be given to the 
manufacturers of this nation. He said that he 
noticed these things, at this time, not for any pur- 
pose other than that a full report might be made 
He did not design to ask a refer- 
ence of the resolution at this time, but was will- 
ing it should lie on the table ; and, at a day not 
far distant, he would call it up, together with 
another resolution of a similar nature, which he 
intended immediately to offer for the considera- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. Eppes said, that the subject embraced by 
the resolution had been already taken up by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and a letter had 
been addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to know to what extent the present duties could 
be augmented without injury to the revenue of the 
United States. This subject having been men- 
tioned in the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the passage of the resolution would 
imply a censure of the Committee of Ways and 
Means for not having heretofore reported on it. 

Mr. Bacon remarked that so much of the gen- 
tleman’s object as related to manufactures was 
specially before the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
whom it was referred at the last session, with a 
direction to report thereon at large. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 

Another motion was then made by Mr. Ruea, 
that the House do come to the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of laying 
additional duties on all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of France, or 
the dependencies thereof, and which may be imported 
into the United States, or any of the Territories 
thereof. 


The resolution was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN NAVIGATION ACT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill concerning commercial intercourse, &c. The 
question still under consideration being “ Shall 
this bill pass ?” 

Mr. Wueaton.—Mr. Speaker: The great ques- 
tion that is now to be decided by this House, as I 
understand it, is, whether the bill for regulating 
the commercial intercourse between Great Britain 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


American Navigation Act. 





ee 


1334 
H. or R. 


ency of laying additional duties on all goods, | and France and for other purposes, which has so 
, produce, | long been the subject of discussion, shall or shall 


not pass into a law. 

Upon this bill, sir, in the several stages, through 
which it has passed, I have purposely forborne 
making any remarks; but with steady attention 
have listened to thearguments of other gentlemen, 
and have admired the ingenuity with which they 
have, on both sides, been urged. These arguments 
I have endeavored to weigh in equal scales, and, 
having found the balance satisfactory to myself, 
this, together with my own reflections on the 
subject, has settled an opinion in my mind, by 
which duty requires that I should be guided in 
the important decision that is now about to be 
made. This opinion has led me most cordially 
to unite in the wishes of the honorable member 
who conceived the bill, that it might be dead 
born.* But notwithstanding his wishes and mine, 
and the fervent prayers of many more, I now be- 
lieve it will be labored into birth, and become a 
living child. At the same time I believe, that, 
notwithstanding its noble descent, (for it is said 
to have been begotten in the’ palace,) like its elder, 
but ill-fated brothers, the non-importation, the 
embargo, and the non-intercourse laws, it will live 
unrespected and die unlamented. 

Some parts of the creature seem however to 
strike the eyes of most of its beholders with com- 
placency, if not with a charm. Other parts are 
to many quite unpleasant, and even disgusting ; 
and among those who have expressed their dislike, 
different gentlemen have given different and even 
opposite reasons. Some think it has too mild a 
countenance, indicative ofa disposition too pacific ; 
others that it has an awful frown on its brow, 
that may be terrible even to distant nations. 
To me it appears too feeble for war ; too full of 
anger, for peace ; and, therefore, [dislike the whole 
of it. How, indeed, it may act, and what will be 
its operations, when it shall arrive at full life, it 
is impossible for me, with certainty, to predict; 
but so far as it has appeared, in its present em- 
bryo state, it has not a reg a limb, nor a joint, 
that is pleasant to my eye. That limb that ap- 
pears to be designed to smite with early death 
the non-intercourse law, I should indeed be pleased 
with, if it were ona different body and had its 
appropriate name. ButI never can wish the ex- 
istence or preservation of any creature, merely 
because it may have the power, and the disposi- 
tion too, of destroying another less noxious than 
itself. 

The bill, sir, appears to me to contain princi- 
ples inconsistent with each other, and which I 
fear will prove useless, and not only useless, but 
very mischievous in their operation. It is said 
by some of its advocates to be of a very harmless 
nature, a mere municipal regulation. If so, why 
is it not made to extend its operations to all the 
world, without being confined to Great Britain 





*Alluding to Mr. Macon’s motion, that the bill 
might expire with the present session of Congress, 
when, by the terms of it, it is not to go into operation 
until the 15th of April. 
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and France? Against both those nations we 
have long been complaining. Will this be likely 
to have any effect towards removing the cause of 
those complaints? If I could see anything in it, 
to encourage such a hope, it would be highly 
ratifying to me to be one of the number to give 
it the effect of law. It is not pretended that it 
ee any very coercive quality, for all ac- 
nowledge that either of those nations are able to 
defeat or counteract, at pleasure, all its operations 
towards themselves respectively. Why then is 
there a clause inserted in it, giving authority to 
the President to suspend its operations as far as 
may respect either or both those nations, when- 
ever either or both of them shall rescind their ob- 
noxious orders or decrees? Unless we give him 
this, as we did the non-intercourse law, to barter 
away, and entertain an hope that he may makea 
good bargain for us, with this, as we once flattered 
ourselves he had done with that. That would 
have been an excellent bargain indeed (as it is 
now pretty universally acknowledged that the 
non-intercourse law was never worth a single 
cent, and therefore insufficient to give validity to 
a mere parole agreement, ) provided the thing pro- 
posed in exchange had been authoritatively con- 
veyed, and there had been no flaw in the title deed. 
But I fear, that if this should be as well sold, we 
should be equally disappointed as to the pay. 

Sir, it is to be presumed, that by this time we 
have pretty well learned the principles and dispo- 
sitions of those nations against whom we have 
been so long complaining, and the power the 
possess for carrying them into full effect. Wit 
our own situation, the temper and disposition of 
our people, and the powers of resistance we pos- 
sess, we ought always tobe acquainted. Isitnot 
then high time, that we should come to a fixed 
determination, as to the course most proper and 
expedient for us to pursue; and no longer halt 
between two opinions? If war will best answer 
our purpose, and nothing else will satisfy us, let 
us have war, and have it immediately, and not 
keep this nation in a perpetual state of uncertainty 
and alarm. I have no doubt but that a war of 
twelve months would go farther towards satisfy- 
ing the people of this country, than fifteen months 
of embargo and twelve months of non-intercourse, 
put together. But if peace is thought the most 
desirable, as well as the most expedient in our 
present situation, let us -pursue the things that 
make for peace, and not keep up and continue a 
system which can serve no other purpose but to 
vex and irritate those whom we dare not fight. 

Some gentlemen, who, in the course of this dis- 
cussion, have talked the loudest for war, have, 
after all, lowered down, and concluded their ful- 
minating speeches by acknowledging that such 
are the general dispositions of our people, and 
such the situation of our country, (the surplus fund 
in our Treasury, which we so often hear of, be- 
ing somehow or other reduced,) that war at this 
moment would be inexpedient. If this be the 
case, why should we be pursuing measures whose 
— tendency isto provoke warimmediately ? 

he time may not be submitted to our choice. It 
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may come ata day that we think not of,and find us 
stillunprepared. Would it not then be more pru- 
dent in us to look to our real situation, to consult 
the solid interests of our country, than to be spend- 
ing our whole time in devising and attempting 
to execute projects useless to ourselves, and which 
carry nothing with them to those who have of.- 
fended us, but empty threats and vain denuncia- 
tions? Against France, to be sure, not only the 
operations but the language of our Government 
has been gentle and mild. Not so with respect 
to Great Britain; although, in my opinion, much 
severer trespasses have been committed on our 
commercial rights by the former than by the 
latter; at the same time that we have had a dear- 
bought treaty with the former, but have suffered 
our treaty with the latter, under which the coun- 
try enjoyed the most unexampled prosperity, to 
expire, when we had the offer of its renewal. We 
know that the British nation are bad enough, but 
Ido not think that they have retained and en- 
grossed the whole of human depravity. We have 
some reason to believe, that our ancestors, though 
called pious, brought with them a portion of it to 
this country, and that it has been rolling down 
through the veins of those who have gone before 
us, until a full share has come into our possession. 
To say the least of ourselves in this respect, we 
are not perfect. And having our portion of the 
moral, we have not quite so much reason to com- 
plain of the natural evils of life. Weare perpet- 
ually calling the British hard names, which, how- 
ever, does them no hurt, and can do us no good. 
How often, in the course of this discussion, have 
we heard a murdered Pierce, a disgraced Ches- 
apeake, and Copenhagen Jackson, resounded 
through this Hall, while the story of the more 
tragic scene of a murdered schoolmaster, within 
the limits of the jurisdiction of Canada, by the 
hands of one of our own people, has not been 
heard? Let me ask, sir, if an entire stranger, 
who should not have participated in our feelings 
or pagsions, were to hear our debates on the sub- 
ject of our foreign relations, would not be inclined 
to doubt our sincerity, when we talk of our desires 
for peace? But I am not afraid to declare my 
wishes for peace, even at the risk of such an im- 
putation; or, what some would deem more un- 
pleasant still, of being charged with an inclination 
to mean and unworthy submission. What is this 
submission, at which we all feel so indignant ? 
To submit, if I understand it, is a verb active, and 
implies something voluntary, a willingness, or 
complacency in the situation, to which we may 
be reduced. But enduring the things we cannot 
avoid is not submission. I presume it would not 
be deemed mean submission in a stripling, that he 
did not rashly dare the giant to so unequal acom- 
bat. And is it submission, sir. for us toacknowl- 
edge that two are less than four; that a gunboat 
is not equal to a frigate; that the Chesapeake 
dared not cope with the Leopard; that our little 
Navy is less than the navy of Great Britain? If 
this be submission, then are we in a proper state 
to submit. ButI think itis not. No gentleman 
can be more reluctant at submission than myself. 
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But Iam humble enough to say, that a patient 
endurance of those evils and privations, which we 
are at present really unable to control, especially 
when we have so many advantages within our 
power, is evidence of more wisdom and dignity 
of character, than a weak and unavailing resist- 
ance. Impotence and pride but illy accord with 
each other. Some gentlemen talk much of the 
importance of maintaining the honor of our na- 
tion. That this isan important object I agree. 
But if by honor is meant a thing that may be se- 
cured by doing justice, loving mercy and walking 
humbly, then we have it in our power notwith- 
standing British orders or French decrees; and 
need not go to war for it. If by national honor 








is meant national splendor and gaiezy, in order to 
. obtain this, we must turn our attention to the ac- 


quisition of wealth, and let not the enterprising 
disposition of our citizens be restrained by our 
own regulations. If by national honor is meant 
a quick resentment of real or supposed injuries, 
and we have an inclination to discover it in this 
way, we should consider well whether we have 
ability to give effect to this object, lest in the end 
we be clothed with shame. 

I am, sir, as sensible as any one ought to be, of 
the injuries we have sustained from the British and 
also from the French, though of the latter little 
is said; but going to war with either in the present 
situation of our country, especially the former, 
against whom our animosity seems to be princi- 
pally excited, would in my opinion expose us to 
a still severer fate. It is wiser to bear the few ills 
we fee] than suddenly to fly to others that we 
know not of. 

The arguments that gentlemen have made use 
of in favor of this bill have generally been urged 
with a view of diminishing the apprehensions of 
evil, rather than affording a prospect of any good 
to result from it. The inhibiting British and 
French armed ships the use of our waters, which 
seems to be very generally approved, I think to 
be inconsistent with a state of peace with those 
nations. I believe it isa thing that never has 
been done by any nation to the armed ships of 
another, unless in war—excepting our own ; and 
we have already experienced much evil and no 
good from the adoption of that rash measure to- 
wards the British. For, in the first place, well 
knowing that we had not power to carry it into 
effect, they did not atall regard it; but continued 
on our coasts for several months, the President’s 
Proclamation to the contrary notwithstanding— 
and afterwards it proved an insuperable obstacle 
to an adjustment of our differences with the Gov- 
ernment of that nation, which might otherwise 
aren’ have been settled by the mission of Mr. 

ose, and saved millions of property to the peo- 
ple of this country, which we have lost by our 
foclish embargo and non-intercourse systems.— 
Besides I think that denying those common hos- 
pitulities which are due from one nation, at peace 
with another, may be deemed a violation of the 
iaws of neutrality, by which we profess at present 
to be governed. And that such was the opinion 
of a majority of the members of this House, when 
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they passed the present non-intercourse law, evi- 
dently appears from their leaving out of that law 
any inhibition as to the armed ships of France. 
That, indeed, was a much stronger case than the 
present ; for then we pretended to side with Brit- 
ain against France, as our Government had pro- 
mised, or at least intimated that they would, (as 
appears from the correspondence lately published, ) 
in ease the former should have rescinded their 
Orders in Council, so far as they affected our com- 
merce, which we then thought they had done. If 
we then considered it improper to exclude French 
armed ships, why should we now exclude them, 
especially as we are informed that the posture of 
our relations with that Government has not been 
materially changed since that time ?—unless this 
is now done as an apology for excluding British 
armed shipsalso. But asI perceive this to be un- 
pleasant ground to touch upon, I will tread lightly 
over it,and come to that part of the bill which 
contains the commercial restrictions; and from 
this part I can anticipate no general good, but I 
fear much evil will be the result. 

And here, sir, 1 cannot but remark with some 
degree of surprise the transition, by which gen- 
tlemen heretofore opposed to the whole carrying 
trade of the United States, should now be for en- 
grossing that of all the world, so far at least as 
respects ourselves. This, to be sure, would be a 
charming thing for our ship-owners, if it could 
be carried into effect, and had no counterbalance. 
My honorable friend and colleague from the Dis- 
trict of Maine has observed that the ship-owners 
of the North, being without competition, would 
be able to extort a much higher freight for carrying 
to market the produce of his honest brethren, the 
planters of the South. And this is the only ben- 
efit to the people of our country, that I have heard 
urged in favor of the adoption of this part of the 
bill. This class of gentlemen I should be always 
willing to gratify whenever it can be done con- 
sistently with the interest of the community at 
large. But this advantage to them I believe 
would be more than balanced by the disadvantage 
arising from the diminution of the amount of the 
sales of their vessels abroad, and from their being 
restrained from taking freight from any place ex- 
cepting where the goods should be manufactured 
or produced. But how will this scheme operate 
upon the smaller traders and the great agricultu- 
ral interests of our country? If it shall have any 
operation at all, it must certainly be against them. 
Their produce must be necessarily lower in its 

rice, when the means of getting it to market are 
beaut: lam in favor of commerce, but shall 
cease to be so, when that does not favor agricul- 
ture. Besides, the ship-owners have never re- 
quested the adoption of a measure of this sort. 
They only wish the Government to leave them 
to manage their own business in their own way, 
without being shackled with such regulations. 
We have had numerous applications from manu- 
facturing establishments from almost every quar- 
ter of the country, to which very little attention 
has yet been given, but are now throwing what 
some affect to consider as a mighty boon into the 
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hands of the ship-owners, which they have'never | not to be considered as conclusive by either, 
asked for. And if the commercial restrictions in | We ought to refuse the bad, and approve the 
this bill will not benefit the community in their | good, from whatever source either may proceed, 
individual occupations, will it operate in aid of | But when we find a new project coming from a 
our public finances? Willit serve, in the highest | source from which many, similar in kind, had 
degree, to replenish our exhausted Treasury? I | proceeded before, that have produced no good, 
think not, sir. For foreign ships now pay higher | but have been followed with much evil, it cannot 
duties than our own; and if they are not high | be strange that it should excite our apprehensions, 
enough, it is easy tomake them higherstill. But| The people of this country have, fortunately or 
whatever benefits we may propose to ourselves | unfortunately, been divided into two great rival 
by these restrictions, may not the whole object of | political parties, each of which have taken their 
them be defeated by correspondent and co-exten- | tyrn to reign. And what can we judge but 
sive restrictions by those nations against whom | from what we know? That party has done best 
these are intended to operate, or in some other | for the country, from whose measures they have 
manner beyond our power to control? As to experienced the greatest good. 

France, as in the present state of things we can Sir, I haveea high authority for saying, that 
with no degree of safety carry on any commerce | on the 4th day of March, 1801, our Treasury was 
there, these restrictions will do us neither good nor full, our country in universal prosperity, and at 
harm. As to the British, some gentlemen seem peace with all the world. The sad reverse of all 
to be of opinion that they will in no way coun- | these we now experience. An exhausted Trea- 


teract a measure of this sort. But why will they | sury, to be replenished only by benevolence, loans, 
not? That they have the power none will deny. | or direct taxation; a depressed commerce, strug- 
Have they a better disposition towards us than | sling with embarrassments abroad and shackles 
we have towards them ? This, few will acknowl- 


we ae at home; and, as a necessary consequence, the la- 
edge. Will it be for their interest to counteract | bor and toils of the husbandman but illy rewarded 


this measure? If it is not, it cannot be for our | jn the scanty price of his produce: a country 
interest to adopt it: for, other things being equal, | full of discontent, and somnplaten, and without a 
it cannot increase our carrying trade, without di- | friend on earth. In this state of things, we are 
minishing theirs. They may shut all their ports naturally led to inquire, what has been the cause 
against our vessels, then shall we have a non-in- | of the surprising change? Shall it be charged to 
tercourse in fact, notwithstanding we are nowre- | misfortune? If we look into those that the world 
pealing the law. Some gentlemen say they will commonly call unfortunate, we shall generally 
not do this, because they are in want of our pro-| find them to have been unwise; some flaw in 
duce, and want to sell us their manufactures. | their own conduct will be found at the bottom. 
But we have already taught them a lesson that | Will gentlemen say that our present difficulties 
weought never to have furnished them the means | are not owing to any errors in the conduct of 
of learning. By our embargo we have taught | those in the Administration, but rather to the 
them that they can do very well without us. But | wicked machinations of foreign Governments, 
if they cannot, they may permit our vessels to go | or the uncomplying dispositions of discontented 
there in ballast and bring away their goods, the | jndividuals at home? Are these things new? 
freight of which would be small in proportion to | Were they not to be expected, and would it not 
their value; but prohibit the carrying of our pro- | have been an evidence of more wisdom to have 
duce tothem. And in such case our people would | foreseen and guarded against the ill effects of 
be obliged, as they are now, to carry their produce them, than to be running after bugs and butter- 
to Amelia island, or some other place, where the | flies, or, what is far worse, building of gunboats, 
British may receive it in payment for their goods, | which have cost the people of this nation more 
with the additional benefit of a large freight. | than $1,500,000, and which are now acknowledg- 
The provisions of this bill, therefore, if they are | ed to be useless, and worse than useless, a still 
to amount to anything, do not go far enough ; | growing expense on our hands? Has human de- 
they should enjoin a consumption of our produce pravity taken any stronger hold of mankind since 
in the places to which we should carry it, as well | the commencement of the nineteenth, than it did 
as prohibit us from bringing any articles except | in the eighteenth century? Have the Barbary 
from places in which they are manufactured or | Powers become more barbarous? Have the 
produced. On the whole, I can see no probable | Governments or people of England or France 
benefit to our people from passing this bill into a | grown worse within she last nine years than they 
law, unless we adopt the notions of the Hindoos | were before? We had sufficient evidence of the 
towards their angry deities, and expect to propi-| ill will of both those nations towards us when 
tiate those nations of whose conduct we disap-| we were under former Administrations. and yet 
prove, by tormenting ourselves. they, by their prudent conduct, averted the ill ef- 
But it is said that this bill ought to meet with | fects of it. With respect to us the whole world 
the approbation of the members of this House, | was then tranquilized. A rebellion in the heart 
because it is in conformity with the views and | of our country was soothed into peace. Even 
the wishes of the Executive. So far as this may { the savage of the woods had laid down his bow, 
be a reason with some gentlemen to approve of it, | and his arrows were no longer felt. Then it was 
exactly so faris it a reason with me to disapprove | that agriculture flourished at home, and com- 
it. I do think, however, that such reasons ought | merce brought us from abroad the luxuries of 
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every clime. Our vessels traversed every sea 
and our people were respected on every shore. 








- The islands of either India were but as so many 


stages to refresh our wearied navigators. But 
things are not so now. Now, the only evidence 
of our national pride and ambition seems to con- 
sist in high-sounding words, publishing docu- 
ments, proclamations, and resolutions, and making 
laws as ineffectual as either. Since we find no 
respect asa nation, among any other people in 
the world. we are content to be talking of our own 
importance, and thus, without a blush, commend 
ourselves. 

It is true, that since we have got into our pres- 
ent embarrassed and perplexed situation, many 
schemes have been contrived and adopted to ex- 
tricate ourselves, and restore our lost character; 
all bottomed, however, on the vain idea of our 
being of more importance to the rest of the world 
than they think we are; and so they have all 
proved ineffectual to that relief and exaltation, 
with the expectation of which we have so long 
been flattered. First the non-importation, then 
the embargo, and after that the non-intercourse, 
have successively been devised and enforced ; but 
all to no purpose, and all now acknowledged to 
have been the offspring of mere folly and delu- 
sion. And yet we are going on in the same 
course, confiding though confounded, always pur- 
suing and always condemning the same thing. 
It seems, indeed, as if we had arrived at that 
crisis in our affairs, when the sober remonstrances 
of truth and reason could no longer avail against 
the misguided impetuosity of public prejudice. 

But, sir, perhaps I have gone too far. I am 
sensible that, in what I have said; I may have ex- 
posed myself, in the view of some gentlemen, to 
the charge of a want of patriotism, if not of be- 
ing under foreign influence. What is patriotism ? 
Does it consist in empty words and noisy decla- 
mation, and not rather in doing and suffering for 
the general happiness and prosperity of those in- 
habiting the same country with ourselves? Does 
it consist in a blind confidence in, and an im- 
plicit adherence to those in the Administration 
of the Government! If it be true, as some pre- 
tend, that this be the sole evidence of patriotism, 
it must always have been so, through all ages 
and all countries. But have the friends of the 
Administration always been considered as the 
exclusive patriots in this country : or do we con- 
sider the friends of the Administration in Eng- 
land as the exclusive patriots in that country 
now? Or, is the same thing virtue here, and vice 
there ? Or, as times have changed, have the great 
principles of right and wrong changed with them ? 
But it is unnecessary to pursue this inquiry any 
further. I can profess as strong love for my 
country as any gentleman present, and I believe 
I feel itas ardently. And it is because I love 
my country, and wish its prosperity, that I con- 
not agree to the bill now under consideration. 
Thus, sir, you have what I advise: And having 
made these remarks, I will add no more. 

Mr. Biss said he was so extremely anxious for 
a decision of the question, that he would not so- 
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licit for a moment the attention of the House did 
he not know that other gentlemen intended to ex- 
press their sentiments upon it. 

In the present embarrassed state of our foreign 
relations, (said Mr. B.,) a difference of opinions 
upon the measures to be adopted was to have 
been expected ; but, sir, I rejoice that on this oc- 
casion the line of party has not been drawn; 
that a spirit of liberality highly honorable to this 
assembly has been manifested throughout the dif- 
ferent stages of the present debate. For myself, 
I have felt a degree of diffidence in my own 
opinion upon the subject proportionate to the 
difficulties with which we are surrounded. I 
have called into action the resources of my own 
mind, and listened with attention to the argu- 
ments of others, for the purpose, if possible, of 
ascertaining what course would best promote the 
welfare of the country. The result, aided by the 
circumstances which have accompanied the pro- 
gress of this bill, has confirmed me in the opin- 
ion I originally formed, not only of the propriety, 
but the necessity of passing it. What are those 
circumstances? When first introduced by the 
gentleman from North Carolina. (Mr. Macon,) 
whose recommendation is entitled to as much re- 
spect as that of any man in the nation, this bill 
had scarcely friends enough to obtain lodgings 
for it in the House, and if all we read is to be 
believed, it would have fared very badly indeed 
out of the House; and now we have the strongest 
evidence (the vote which was taken a few days 
ago) that its advocates constitute a majority of 
this assembly. Every day’s discussion has added 
to the number of its friends, and if we may judge 
of the future from the past, the more it shall Be 
investigated. the fewer will be the number of its 
enemies. If indeed it be understood that gentle- 
men are influenced by the honest convictions of 
their most deliberate judgments, such is the pride 
of opinion that nothing less than the omnipotence 
of truth itself could have removed the prejudices 
which were excited against it. 

In the present unexampled state of the world, 
Mr. Pl it ought not to be supposed that any 
course can be prescribed which shall be entirely 
free from objection. We may determine what 
is morally right, and how far the two great bel- 
ligerents of Kurepe departed from the moral and 
public law; but unless we had the means of en- 
forciag that determination, it would be perfectly 
unavailing. 

Every man who is really an American in feel- 
ing and in sentiment, and who is not insensible 
to the impulse of patriotism, will acknowledge 
that England and France have disregarded all 
moral obligations, and wantonly trampled on the 
rights of this unoffending nation. But, sir, the 
great question we are called upon to decide is, 
what shall be done to remedy the evil, to main- 
tain our rights? In the adoption of measures for 
the attainment of these objects, our view must 

necessarily be comparative—our choice a choice 
of evils. While the first sentiments of an injured 
people may lead them to acts of desperation, it 
behooves the guardians of their rights, who have 
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a view of the whole ground, toconsult their most 
deliberate judgments ; to ascertain before they 
act that their means are adequate to the attain- 
ment of the object for which they are to be em- 
ployed, and to pursue that practicable course 
which promises the most advantages. Such, in 
my humble apprehension, is the character of the 
bill before you. What is the situation of this 
country? For years past we have had ample 
cause for war with both England and France. 
Our rights have been invaded, our sovereignty 
insulted; but owing to the peculiar state of the 
civilized world, and in conformity with the genius 
of our Government, all honorable exertions have 
been made to avoid the vortex of the present 
war in Europe, into which each of the bellige- 
rents has been anxious {o engage us against the 
other. We have thus far succeeded, and as I 
contend, without relinquishing any of the essen- 
tial rights of the country. We have forborne, it 
is true, to avenge our wrongs. The nation has 
been preserved in peace, the people are compara- 
tively happy, while Europe presents a scene of 
misery, carnage, and devastation, which has not 
been surpassed in the annals of the world. The 
people have been subjected to some privations 
and inconveniences, but if they can compare 
their present situation with that of the most fa- 
vored people on earth without feeling grateful 
for their distinguished lot, they must indeed be 
unthankful. Sir, they are contented and happy 
in the enjoyment of peace and plenty. I per- 
ceive the strongest possible inducements to stand 
aloof for the present from the dreadful conflict 
which has shaken the Old World to its centre. 
The war is nearaclose. England, the author of 
most of our pene political evils, is now wri- 
thing under the consequences of her own injus- 
tice. The period is fast approaching when she 
will be constrained to terminate a contest which 
has desolated the fairest pees of Europe, and 
extended its effects throughout the civilized world. 
It is well known to every man who hears me, 
that out of the present war has grown our prin- 
cipal disputes, and that they. will necessarily 
cease with the war. I ask, then, whether it can 
be politic for us to depart from the paths of peace 
for the attainment of objects which will cease to 
exist so soon as peace is restored? At sucha 
moment as the present, “big with the fate of 
Empires,” it does appear to me, sir, that we 
should take warning from the examples before 
us—that we should avoid the approaching crisis. 
I do not mean to say that war is the greatest of 
evils, or that our form of Government is unfit 
for the purposes of war under any circumstances. 
No, sir; but as it is the only Government in the 
world founded in the will of the people, so it is 
the only Government in the world where that 
will is all important to the prosecution of a suc- 
cessful war. Convince them that an appeal to 
arms is indispensable for the preservation of their 
rights, and the people and the Government are as 
far superior to those of other countries for the 
urposes of war, as they are for the enjoyment of 
iberty and peace. And why, sir? Because the 


Government is free—its soldiers are freemen. In 
other nations the voice of the people is not heard. 
They are compelled to fight the battles of their 
masters for objects over which they have no con- 
trol, and in which they feel no interest; but it is 
the peculiar distinguished attribute of this people 
to rule their rulers. Are they at this moment 
united for war? I know, sir, that the people 
whom I have the honor to represent are ready to 
encounter any difficulties, to brave any dangers 
in defence of their rights, because the love of 
country is their ruling passion. But, I ask, is the 
nation in a state of preparation to commence 
hostilities, with a reasonable prospect of gaining 
by the contest? In my humble opinion it is not; 
and to talk of war in the present situation of 
party divisionsis out of the question. With the 
knowledge which I have, that a large majority of 
this House are determined for the present not to 
take an hostile attitude, I will not consent to con- 
ceal from the people the real intentions of their 
representatives, nor will I deceive them by hold- 
ing out the expectation of war, when in fact it is 
not to be apprehended. When gentlemen pro- 
pose to lay an embargo preparatory to war, they 
should recollect that we have had an embargo, 
and that to their disgrace it has been abandoned. 
That embargo was laid by an overwhelming ma- 
jority for the purpose of compelling the bellige- 
rents to aes our rights by its operation on their 
interests, of securing the property of this nation, 
and of being prepared for defensive measures, if 
they became necessary. The first object was in 
part, and would have been wholly accomplished 
(of which we have evidence irrefutable) but for 
the premature abandonment of the measure, and 
the latter objects were fully attained. Why was 
itrepealed? Because a majority were convinced 
of its inefficiency? No, sir; a large majority 
of both Houses of Congress, at the very moment 
it was repealed, did consider it the most success- 
ful mode of warfare that could be waged against 
the enemies of our peace; and yeta large major- 
ity voted for its repeal! Yes, sir, the same ma- 
jority who acknowledged their firm conviction 
that the embargo was doing more to enforce a re- 
spect for ourrights than can now be effected by war. 
Yet, under such auspicious circumstances, it was 
abandoned ! And why ? Because of the clamor of 
the minority. The people were deceived; they 
were, particularly in one portion of the Union, 
induced to suspect the patriotism of their rulers; 
to believe that the measure had been adopted in 
subserviency to the views of Napoleon, and that 
it could never bring England to our terms. The 
minority was apparently increasing in numbers, 
and in an evil hour you withdrew the shield of 
our defence. Why was war not then declared ? 

he same causes which are now urged in favor 
of such a course existed then, and some of the 
most objectionable features. of the Orders in 
Council which was then in force, have been since 
abandoned by the British Government. We were 
then ina much better situation to meet the con- 
flict than we possibly can be now. Our float- 
ing capital was safe in port, and much foreign 
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property in the country. England was threat-| tion in the event that Jackson shall be recalled. 
ened with alarming commotions for the want of | The Message of the President to Congress, and 
our provisions and raw materials. But the scene | the instructions which have been sent to our 
is now changed. She has a sufficiency of our | Minister in London, are sufficient to satisfy the 
products, and one hundred millions at least of | mind of every man that the Administration prefer 





our products, and one hundred millions at least of | for the present negotiation to war. If, indeed, as 
our property, is within her grasp. The party of | some gentlemen suppose, the President is for war, 
this country who occasioned an abandonment of | I have no hesitation in saying he has failed to 
the embargo, and who prevented a resort to war | perform a responsible, constitutional, and imper- 
when it might have been waged successfully, has | ative duty. The Constitution declares * he shall 
‘ from time to time give to the Congress informa- 
‘ tion of the state of the Union, and recommend 
‘to their consideration such measures as he shall 
‘ judge necessary and expedient.” I am not dis- 
posed to believe that the President has shrank 
from his duty. He has not judged a resort to 
war necessary and expedient; he has preferred 
further negotiation, and he has given Congress 
so to understand. Under such circumstances, 
therefore, I will not consent to incur war expen- 
ses fora Peace Establishment. 

What, then, it may be asked, is to be done? 
Shail the non-intercourse be continued? For 
one, | hope and trust it will not be continued. It 
cannot be the interest of this country to continue 
a measure which gives England a monopoly of 
the commerce of the world; which yields the 
principal object it has been her policy to attain, 
and holds out the strongest inducements for a con- 
tinuance of her obnoxious orders. What are its 
effects at home? To demoralize your citizens, 
by presenting temptations for the evasion of your 
laws ; by embargoing the pursuits of the honest 
merchant; and affording a premium for the vilest 
fraud and collusion. Sir, if the wisdom of Con- 
gress had been exerted to its utmost extent to 
devise the ways and means of enriching the 
most worthless part of the community at the ex- 
pense of the honest, they could not have hit upon 
a project better calculated to attain the object 
than the present non-intercourse. Compare the 
high price of cotton abroad with the price in this 
country, or at Amelia island, from whence it is 
carried in British vessels and on British account 
wherever it is wanted, and tell me if it be not an 
act of political suicide? That it is ruinous to 
the revenue, there is ample testimony before the 
House from the Treasury Department, and every 
man knows that while it depresses the price of 
our products, it has enhanced the price of Brit- 
ish goods from fifty to an hundred per cent. 

But, sir, we are told that the non-intercourse 
produced the arrangement with Mr. Erskine. 
The memories of gentlemen have certainly been 
unfaithful to them on the present occasion. The 
embargo produced the arrangement, the non-in- 
tercourse was the cause of the disavowal. If 
gentlemen will examine dates they will find that 
it was perfectly impossible the non-intercourse 
could have had any share in the arrangement, 
and, on the contrary, they will perceive the strong- 
est circumstantial evidence in support of the em- 
it) precludes the idea of taking a warlike atti- | bargo, that it would have been confirmed by the 
tude. The faith of the nation is pledged, as far | British Government. What were the circumstan- 
as it could be by the Executive, to receive another | ces under which Mr. Oakley was dispatched to this 
Minister from England,and to renew the negotia- | country with the instructions authorizing, as Mr. 
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propitious circumstances, some of these very gen- 
tlemen who were driven from the high ground 
they had honorably taken again propose to us em- 
bargo and war. For one, I will not consent un- 
der such circumstances to embark in a contest 
in which we have been once defeated, when every 
consideration was favorable to a complete tri- 
umph, because I am unwilling to be defeated 
again. 

Gentlemen should recollect that the effort had 
been made under circumstances much more fa- 
vorable than the present, and they cannot be igno- 
rant of the causes which rendered it abortive. 
They are to be found in the misrepresentations of 
designing men; in the differences of opinion 
which prevailed among honest men; and in the 
want of firmness in Congress. The people were 
told that England wanted peace with this coun- 
try; that she had done us no material injury; 
that the privations we had imposed were the con- 
sequences of a determined hostility towards her, 
and the desire to promote the views of the Em- 
peror of France. Well, sir, go to war in the 
present state of the country, and you must expect 
disaster, in the commencement at least. What 
will then be said? Why, that the war was un- 
necessary in the beginning, would be destructive 
in its consequences, and must be ended. If you 
were compelled to abandon the embargo when no 
doubt was entertained that in six monthsit would 
settle your disputes, | ask, in the name of com- 
mon sense, is it probable the war would be con- 
tinued until the objects should be attained for 
which it was begun? These are unpleasant re- 
flections; I will pursue them no further; but I 
beg gentlemen to take warning from the past, to 
occupy no ground which they are not sure can 
be maintained with honor to the nation. 

In this country, Mr. Speaker, it is proper not 
only that the people should be satisfied of the 
indispeasable necessity of war before it be resort- 
ed to, but that those who administer the Execu- 
tive branch of the Government, who conduct all 
the negotiations, and who consequently are bet- 
ter acquainted with our relative situation than 
other persons possibly can be, should also concur 
in the opinion. What evidence have you of a 
disposition on the part of the Executive to make 
an appealto arms? None,sir. On the contrary, 
the course which has been pursued since the dis- 
missal of Jackson (and I am far from censuring 
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Erskine supposed, the arrangement that was 
made? When he left London, all the informa- 
tion which had been received from this quarter 
was calculated to inspire the most perfect assur- 
ance that the embargo would be adhered to, and 
rigidly enforced, and that non-importation would 
be added to non-exportation. The Ministry had 
seen the almost unanimous adoption of Mr. 
CamPBELL’s report, in which it was solemnly 
determined that there were but three alternatives: 
embargo, war, or submission, and that we would 
not submit. 

A gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Ma- 
oon) had also offered a resolution for converting 
the embargo into a total non-intercourse, (not to 
substitute the one for the other,) and a determi- 
nation was manifested, by an overwhelming ma- 
jority, to persevere in our restrictive measures 
until the cause which had given rise to them 
should be removed. Be it also remembered, sir, 
that it was within a few days after the intelligence 
of those transactions arrived in England, that Mr. 
Oakley was ordered to, and sailed for the United 
States. Such was the state of things here, and 
such the nature of the information in possession 
of the Ministry ; and how is it possible that a 
measure which was not in existence, nor thought 
of at that time, could have produced the effect 
which has been ascribed to it? For myself, 1am 
satisfied that England, sorely affected by the em- 
bargo, severely pressed from another quarter, and 
alarmed at the spirit of resentment which had 
been manifested in the Councils of this Nation, 
instructed Mr. Erskine to make the best terms he 
could, but, in all events, to make some terms. He 
accordingly made an arrangement, and, as it was- 
his duty to do, endeavored to conceal the real 
cause which led to it, and to make the impression 
that it had resulted from the friendly disposition 
of His Majesty, when, in fact, it was the conse- 
quence of compulsion. Unfortunately for the 
nation, the news of the abandonment of the 
ground we had taken reached England with the 
arrangement, and it was rejected. Sir, I feel no 
hesitation in expressing my firm conviction that 
if the embargo had continued six months longer, 
the arrangement would have been confirmed ; 
that Mr. Erskine was authorized to make it; and 
that the disavowal was the perfidious act of a 
most faithless Government. 

But, say gentlemen, the non-intercourse is a 
protest against the edicts of the belligerents, and 
ought not to be abandoned. How a measure 
which, while it professes resentment for injuries 
received, throws millions into the pockets of your 
adversaries, can be considered an honorable pro- 
test, is to my mind perfectly incomprehensible. 
It may, indeed, be a protest in name, but it is sub- 
mission in fact. The bill before you is really a 

rotest suitable to the situation of this country, 
in any event that can happen. and, as far as it 
goes, is positive resistance. It will fill the public 
treasury ; the restrictions on exports will be done 
away with; the present surplus produce of the 
country will be converted into cash, at a reason- 
able price ; and if afterwards the edicts of the bel- 
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ligerents shall work great injury to the American 
commerce, the eyes of the people will be opened; 
they will no longer refer their privations to the 
acts of their own Government, and, discarding 
from their service the men who have deceived 
them, they will unite in the execution of any 
measure which may be necessary for resisting the 
violators of their rights. In every point of view, 
sir, the nation will be better prepared to meet any 
state of things that can possibly arise. This is 
not altogether matter of opinion, for the expecta- 
tion of the passage of the bill has already en- 
hanced the price of our products, 

But, it is said we shall increase the strength of 
our enemies by furnishing the articles which are 
essentially necessary to them. This is true; and 
if the non-intercourse withheld the supplies, I 
would hold on to it as the ark of our political 
safety. What is the fact? England now gets 
from us whatever she wants, at her own price, 
without any competition in the market, and trans- 
ports it whenever she can make a profit. Look 
at the trade which is now carried on at the island 
of Amelia, to the exclusive advantage of Eng- 
land, and of smugglers, and tell me where is your 
resistance? It isa mockery of resistance. It is 
a resistance only to the pursuits of your honest 
citizens. 

A variety and contrariety of objections have 
been urged against the restrictive parts of this 
bill, which I will endeavor to examine. The 
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Van Dyxe) tells 
you that England may take offence at the con- 
duct of this Government in relation to her Min- 
ister, and that the adoption of this measure, by 
throwing our vessels into her ports, will put it 
completely in her power to seize them, while the 
exclusion of her vessels from our ports deprives 
us of the means to retaliate. Yet, sir, notwith- 
standing this apprehension, the gentleman him- 
self is in favor of a total repeal of the non-inter- 
course. I beg leave to ask him whether the 
repeal of the non-intercourse does not place us in 
the very condition he so much deprecates? If I 
believed there was the most distant probability of 
the adoption of such a course on the part of Eng- 
land, I could not consent to repeal the non-inter- 
course; to place all the floating capital of the 
nation within her grasp. No, sir ; I would lay 
an embargo immediately. This objection, then, 
applies as strongly to the simple repeal of the 
non-intercourse as to the restrictions contained in 
the present bill. Nor can it avail the advocates 
for the continuance of that measure, inasmuch 
as our vessels are already at the mercy of British 
ships at Amelia island, where they are permitted 
by a law to go, and in British ports, where they 
have gone, and continue to go, in contravention 
of yourlaw. But 1 consider the apprehension of 
hostility on the part of England entirely vision- 

ary, and out of all rational calculation ; although 
regardless of all moral obligations, she is direct- 
ed by her interest, and while you extend to her 
the benefits of nominal intercourse, she will be 
contented. Besides, she is pressed by the Conti- 
nental Powers; disaster and disgrace have ac- 
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companied her projects, and she is too busily 
engaged in encountering the difficulties presented 
by her present adversaries to add, voluntarily, this 
country to the number. No, sir; Mr. Jackson 
will be recalled, and fair promises made; but, 
whether with a view to execute them, or to pre- 
vent a resort to war on our part, it is not my pur- 
pose to inquire. 

But, we are told, England will retaliate upon 
our commerce the restrictions we are about to 
impose upon her. Then, I presume, we are not 
about to submit, as some gentlemen have said, 
unless, indeed, they imagine that the submission 
of one party is to produce the submission of the 
other party. The truth is, that without the re- 
strictions of this bill, Great Britain will export 
most of American produce. Her present dis- 
criminating duties put it out of the power of the 
American to compete with the British shipper, 
and, unless the proposed regulation be adopted, 
you relinquish the carrying of even your own pro- 
ducts. This bill will be an efficient retaliation. 
It goes to the full extent to which countervailing 
of this sort can be carried, and although England 
may retort the same restriction, she cannot go 
beyond it. What will be our situation if this 
retaliation, which is so much feared, should take 
place? The bill excludes British and French 
vessels of every description from our ports and 
harbors, and prohibits the importation of foreign 
articles, even in American vessels, except they 
are brought directly from the countries of which 
they are the growth or manufacture. Well, sir, 
if England retaliates to the full extent in her 
power, we are then precisely in that situation so 
much desired by some gentlemen, and which, I 
admit, whenever Congress determines on, must 
precede it—a state of embargo. In the event, 
therefore, of the fullest extent of retaliation, so 
far from any evil resulting to this country which 
would nct otherwise befall it, we shall be pre- 
cisely in a condition that those for war wish now 
to be, with this additional advantage, that the 
surplus produce of our citizens will have been 
exchanged for cash, and they will be satisfied that 
every effort has been made to preserve the peace 
of the nation. Inno view whatever do the pro- 
posed restrictions enlarge the power of England 
to injure our commerce, but, on the contrary, they 
are calculated to make it her interest to trade with 
us on equal terms. We once more present to her 
the olive branch ; we propose a renewal of inter- 
course ; but, as she has virtually excluded impor- 
tations and exportations in American vessels, we 
follow the example, and exclude them in hers, 
pledging ourselves, at the same time, to remove 
our restrictions when she shall consent to aban- 
don hers. This will present a strong appeal to 
the interest of Great Britain, and all idea of re- 
taliation on her part is, in my opinion, entirely 
visionary. Indeed, I have been much astonished 
at the apprehension of retaliation which has been 
expressed by some gentlemen, at the very same 
moment that they tell us the embargo, if con- 
tinued three months longer, would have brought 
England to our feet; and yet, they are afraid she 
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will, by her own act, produce another embargo. 
I confess this sort of reasoning is beyond my 
comprehension. The sufferings of that nation 
under the late embargo are a sufficient safeguard 
against that retaliation which would renew the 
same state of things. No,sir; England will pre- 
fer to have the commerce of the United States 
carried on in American vessels toa renewal of 
the embargo. But, be her course what it may, if 
this bill pass, we shall be in a better situation 
than we are at present. If it is not sufficiently 
energetic to meet the views of some gentlemen, 
it at least protests against the edicts of the two 
great belligerents, by drawing a line between them 
and the nations who have done us no injury ; and, 
before it be rejected, it behooves gentlemen to as- 
certain that a majority will consent to adopt 
stronger measures. For myself, I am satisfied 
that this is the most honorable and efficient pro- 
ject on which we can unite, and therefore, if it 
does not meet my own approbation precisely, I 
should not feel myself authorized to reject it. 
However much we may hear about war, I am 
convinced there are very few indeed who have 
any serious intention of adopting war measures; 
and Iam for letting the people know what we 
really intend to do, as well to relieve their feel- 
ings and to preserve their confidence in Congress, 
as to prevent the impositions of speculators on 
the honest part of the community. 

But, sir, another objection is urged against this 
bill, differing widely from those I have already 
noticed. It will operate, we are told, unequally 
and peculiarly hard on France, and she will re- 
taliate. This is a new argument, and certainly 
yields the old one of French partiality, which I 
hope never to hear again. But how will it ope- 
rate unequally on France? It is answered, Eng- 
land will get from this country whatever she 
wants, and having a navy to execute her orders, 
which forbid American vessels going to France, 
our commercial intercourse with that nation will 
be completely destroyed. We shall have a real 
non-intercourse with France, while England will 
receive our products. This objection is at war 
with that which has been drawn from an appre- 
hension of the exclusion of our vessels on the part 
of England, because it is founded in the presump- 
tion that she will not exclude them. If she 
should exclude them, and continue her orders, 
there is a total non-intercourse with both her and 
France, unless we attempt to carry on a trade 
with the latter in despite of these orders. If, on 
the contrary, England consents to trade with us 
on the terms prescribed by this bill, and France 
also agree to receive our products, I have no hesi- 
tation in saying we will trade with both. But 
suppose France should take offence. How can 
she retaliate? Your vessels are now sequestered 
so svon as they enter her ports, and what more can 
she do? In fact, sir, both England and France 
have at this moment in operation these very acts 
which gentlemen are so much afraid will be re- 
sorted to by way of retaliation, and this bill isa 
measure of resistance against them. Our laws at 
present forbid any commercial intercourse with 
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these nations. It is proposed to repeal them, to 
renew our commercial relations under certain 
limitations ; and we are to be alarmed at the idea 
of retaliation! For what will they retaliate? 
Why, sir, for the abandonment of a measure which 
some gentlemen suppose operates most imperi- 
ously upon them; for taking ground apparently 
less hostile than that we now occupy. 

The truth is, in my opinion, that ie sequestra- 
ions of American property in France have result- 
ed from the present non-intercourse law, and it is 
more than probable, if this bill should pass, they 
will not take place. It is known to Napoleon 
that American vessels are prohibited by our laws 
from trading with his dominions,and when they 
arrive they are sequestered, according to the 
Bayonne decree, in the presumption that unless 
nominally American they are in fact British 
property. The Emperor of France cannot be ig- 
norant that England is reaping advantages from 
the non-intercourse, while it deeply affects his 
‘interest; he will do everything in his power to 

ut an end to its continuance. Such, as I appre- 

end, are the motives for the sequestrations about 
which we have heard so much; and so far from 
hulding out inducements for evasions of your law, 
they are calculated to enforce it. 

But it is said this bill will destroy a very profit- 
able, indirect trade, which is now carried on 
through Tonningen, and some other ports on the 
Continent, inasmuch as it forbids the importation 
of articles except directly from the countries of 
which they are the product or manufacture. If 
gentlemen will look at the letter of Count Cham- 
pagny to General Armstrong, dated the 22d day 
of August last, they will find that this trade is 
either already prohibited or will be forbidden if the 
non-intercourse continues. He writes thus. 

“The (American) embargo has been raised ; a system 
of exclusion has been substituted for it. ‘The Continen- 
tal Powers leagued against England make a common 
cause; they aim at the same object; they will reap 
the same advantages; they ought also to run the same 
risks. The ports of Holland, of the Elbe, of the Weser, 
of Italy, and of Spain, will not enjoy any advantages of 
which those of France may be deprived They will 
both be open or shut at the same time to the commerce 
of which they may be the object.” 

The language of this letter is so perspicuous, 
and its object so apparent, that comments are un- 
necessary. It is evident. if the non-intercourse be 
continued, Napoleon will not permit you to pros- 
ecute that indirect commerce, which gentlemen 
are so unwilling torelinquish. But, Mr. Speaker, 
pass this bill, and you present very strong induce- 
ments for a favorable reception of American ves- 
sels in the control of France. Noman can doubt 
that it is greatly her interest to have a market for 
her surplus products and to be furnished with the 
raw materials of this country, provided England 
shall not participate in the profits of such ex- 
change. It being unquestionably an object of pri- 
mary importance with the Emperor to encourage 
manufactures, our articles are almost indispensa- 
ble to the accomplishment of his views. But it 
is also his object to destroy the commercial im- 
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portance of his rival, and he will not consent to 
give a friendly reception to the products of this 
nation pending the non-intercourse, and when he 
has presumptive evidence at least that they are 
the property of England. If he were to do so, it 
is obvious that although France would derive ad- 
vantages in proportion to the extent of the import- 
ations and exportations, yet that his adversary 
would be greatly benefitted also. Manifest a de- 
termination to trade with his dominions, to sup- 
ply them with raw materials and to receive their 
products in exchange, and unless it can be sup- 
posed that he is insensible to the prosperity of his 
empire, the continent of Europe will be open to 

ou. That Napoleon will adopt every means in 

is power to prevent the employment of British 
shipping and the introduction of British goods into 
the Continent there can be no doubt; and that 
he will willingly admit American products, con- 
veyed in American vessels, I consider equally cer- 
tain. This bill, by converting importations and 
exportations to our own ships, lessens British 
monopoly, and I cannot imagine that he would be 
disposed to throw any obstacles in our way. Why, 


January, 1810, | & 


sir? Because every restriction he would impose | 
would tend to increase the monopoly of England, | 


and consequently to prevent the attainment of 
his great designs. 


But we have heard. much about honor and dig- | 
nity. and the present measure is denounced as sub- | 


mission. 
Desua) is opposed to it, because he has pledged 
himself by a solemn vote not to submit; and for 
an explanation of the word submission we are re- 
ferred to a memorable report which was made to 
this House during the last Winter. I apprehend 
he has been rather unfortunate in calling our at- 
tention tothatreport. Itdeclared that there were 
but three alternatives—embargo, war, or submis- 
sion. I well remember that I adhered to the em- 
bargo, and I have not forgotten that the gentleman 
himself was among the number who violated the 
pledge he Had given, who voted to repeal the 
embargo, without a substitution of war; and who, 
according to his own showing, did submit! It 
but illy becomes those gentlemen, sir, now to de- 
elaim so loudly against submission, and it cer- 
tainly behooves them to relinquish their former 
creed on the subject of alternative. I consider 
that creed abandoned by a solemn act of the Le- 
gislature, and it is to me a source of great conso- 
lation indeed that I had no share in such aban- 
donment, and consequently am not any way re- 
sponsible for it. I impute no unworthy motives 
to any man, but if the repeal of the embargo was 
submission, it cannot now be a question whether 
we will submit. And whether it was or not, the 
state of our foreign relations is so materially al- 
tered as to justify the adoption of measures now 
which might then have been improper or even 
disgraceful. We were at that time excluded by 
the British orders from the continent of Europe, 
(Sweden alone excepted.) and from all other places 
where British vessels were not permitted to go, 
unless we purchased permission by paying Eng- 
land a transit duty. Far different is our present 


The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. | 
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situation. The transit duty is no longer demand- | view of this important subject to which our at- 
ed, and for the orders is substituted a blockade of | tention has been called, That the course it is 
France, Holland, and the Kingdom of Italy. Be-| proposed to pursue is entirely free from objection 
fore, and until the Orders in Council were issued, | | have not ventured to contend, but to my mind 
England had in operation a similar system of | it appears better calculated to unite the represen- 
blockade, and yet this country carried on a most |tatives of the nation than any that has been 
profitable commerce. An extensive scope is now | suggested or that can be devised. — 

open to the enterprise of the American merchant, Mr. Quincy opposed the bill in a speech of. 
and this bill proposes to make the best possible | nearly an hour. 

use of it. An unrestricted trade is permitted} Mr. Tatumapce spoke against the bill for half 
with nations who have not injured us, and the | an hour. 

mode is presented in which alone commercial in-| Mr. W. Atsron spoke a few minutes in reply 
tercourse may be extended to those who have|to Mr. Wuearon. 

violated our neutralrights. Instead of permitting} Mr. Dana spoke half an hour against the bill. 


them to regulate the commerce of this country,| Mr. Livermore spoke a few minutes against 
as is now the case, we determine to conduct it | the bill. cn <2 
on our own terms, or not at all. Is this submis-| Mr. Suerrey spoke in reply to objections 


sion? No, sir; if it be not offensive resistance to | which had been made to the bill, 

the edicts of the belligerents, it is certainly an| Mr. Garpenier spoke a few minutes— 
advancement from the humble and humiliating} And then, about sun-down, the question on the 
condition in which we have been placed by the | passage of the bill was decided, in the affirma- 
abandonment of the embargo, to ground which | tive—yeas 73, nays 52, as follows: 

is at least honorable and such as wecan maintain.| Yeras—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, 
It is true the bill authorizes a direct trade with | Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, 
England and France, but it forbids their vessels | Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, William A. 
to participate in that trade. Is a direct trade} Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Howell 
thus carried on in our own ships less honorable | Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, Henry Crist, Rich- 
than the present indirect commerce, which yields | ard Cutts, John Dawson, John W. Eppes, William 


to England the advantages of that monopoly | Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Barent 
against which we have been remonstrating and Gardenier, Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, Thomas 


for which she has been contending? If it be so, | Gholson, jun., Daniel Heister, William Helms, James 
I confess I have yet to learn i of the | Holland, Benjamin Howard, Richard M. Johnson, 
terms, honor, and dignity, submission, &c. wae Jones, Thomas Kenan, William Kennedy, 
But the provisions of this bill are said to ilip B. Key, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
ie 3 7 ith th ; ©) Macon, Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, Samuel 
€ Inconsistent with the approbation wr have McKee, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicho- 
awarded to the President for the dismissal of las R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Ro- 
Jackson, and with the pledge that was given to ger Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Peter 
support him in any consequences that may ensue. | p, Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
I certainly did not understand the nature or ob-| Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer 
ject of that pledge if it were incompatible with | Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
the course prescribed by the bill before you. We | Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
pledged ourselves, as I understood, to call into| Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
action the resources of the country if it should | John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, 
become necessary in consequence of the conduct | Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van Horn, Robert 
of the President; and I trust there will be no in- | Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 
disposition on the part of this House to redeem |  Naxs—William Anderson, David Bard, Daniel 
the pledge whenever the contingency shall happen | Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John C. Chamberlain, 
on which it is provided. We have as yet received | William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
no intimation from the Executive or from any | Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, William 
other quarter that consequences have ensued | Ct@wford, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jun., 


. : Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Charles 
which require an appeal to arms, and of course | \ishorough, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 


we are free to legislate with a view to our affairs , 

thaniel A. Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, 
set wor to us _— aor a de h h Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, sabes 
P we. owever, Deen said in del ate that the! Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe 
resident considered the present bill submissive, | Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Mil- 
and that his late Message calling for volunteers nor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Tho- 
was intended to put a stop to its progress. This} mas Newbold, Benjamin Pickman, junior, Timothy 
1s not a correct statement, sir; the President’s ob- | Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
ject was simply to raise a force preparatory to| Ross, Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, William 
events beyond our control, and which might pos- | Stedman, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Sam- 
sibly happen; and I have no hesitation in declar- | uel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, 
ing my perfect conviction that, if he had a seat on | George M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, 
this floor, he would be among the advocates of | Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 

this very measure, which some gentlemen pretend | Whitman, and James Wilson. 
to believe he so much abhors. {Absent on this vote, sixteen members, viz:— 
I have endeavored, Mr. Speaker, to present my | Messrs. Campbell, Cook, Denning, Franklin, 
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eae Gray, J. G. Jackson, Love, Matthews, | to such a mission to proceed forthwith ; to which 
Miller, Nicholson, J. Porter, Randolph, E. Root, they objected. Even if it were proper now to 
Sawyer, Weakley ; of whom Messrs. Cook, Den- | send a Minister to Madrid, there was no occasion 
ning, and Randolph, have not appeared in their! for an appropriation for that object, because the 
seats during the present session, and Messrs. M.| President had already a power to send a Minister 
Franklin and Goodwyn are absent on leave.] to any nation, if he thought proper to exer- 
cise it. 
Messrs. Eppes, Bacon, Root, Raza, McKim 
Fanaa, Jenuary 90. W. Atsrton, and Monrcomery, replied that this 
The Speaker laid before the House a letter | was included in the estimate from the Treasury 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in obe- Department, and was no doubt intended to meet 
dience to a resolution of the 18th instant, two | the appointment of a Minister to Spain, when- 
statements of the returns of the respective quotas | ever the Government should be satisfied whether 
of one hundred thousand militia, required by the! a Joseph or Ferdinand swayed the sceptre, whe- 
President of the United States of the several ther the King was selected from the Napoleon or 


States and Territories, in conformity to the acts Bourbon dynasty. Whenever the Government 
of the 18th of April, 1806, and the 30th of March, | of Spain was settled, we ought to have a Minis- 
1808 ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the ter there. 


table. Th iati fused to be inserted— 
An engrossed bill authorizing the discharge of | 52 to oo Md er eee Ta Sea eS 


William Hawkins, from his imprisonment, was| After filling the various blanks, the Committee 


read the third time, and passed. rose at fou lock, yeported Promtess, and asked 
An engrossed bill for the relief of Jared Shat- leave to'sit again. hd eh ot ne. 


tuck was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill extending the right of suf- 
frage to the citizens of Madison county, in the 
Mississippi Territory was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the same do pass, and that the 
title be, “An act for the appointment of an addi- 
tional judge, and extending the right of suffrage 
to the citizens of Madison county, in the Mis- 
sissippi Territory.” 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act extending certain privileges therein mention- 
ed, to Joseph Joshua Dyster,” was read the third 
time, and passed, with several amendments. 

e House proceeded to consider the amend- 








Wepnespay, January 31. 


Mr. Lyon presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Shawneetown, in the Illinois Terri- 
tory, praying that the land on which they reside, 
being the property of the United States, may be 
divided into lots of one or two acres each, and 
that the said lots may be exposed to public sale. 
—Referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Gannett, from the committee ppaaiated 
on the fourteenth ultimo, presented a bill author- 
izing the discharge of Phineas Varney from his 
ment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act | /™prisonment; which was read twice, and com- 
for the relief of Harry Caldwell and Amasa Jack-| ™itted toa Committee of the Whole on Friday 
son, Jeremiah Reynolds and Levin Jones;” and | 2€Xt 


the same was concurred in by the House. 
APPROPRIATION BILL. the sivearyefourttasnt easier e cnr we 
_ On motion of Mr. Eppes, the House resolved | several petitions of the surviving officers of the 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bill | late Revolutionary Army; which was read, and 
making appropriations for the support of the | referred to a Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
: Pp 
Government during the year 1810. day next. The report is as follows: 

A motion was made to strike out the clause That, by a resolution of Congress of the 15th of 
making the additional allowance of fifteen per | May, 1778, all military officers who then were, or 
centum on the salaries of the clerks of the public } should thereafter be, in the service of the United States, 
Offices. B and who should continue in service during the war, 

Messrs, Bacon, TALLMADGE MontTGoMERY, | and not hold any office of profit under the United 
and Root, supported the motion, and Masta. States, or any of them, should, after the conclusion of 
Eres, Jounson, Lyon, Sminiz, Quincy, Rug, -~ war, be ae to ae for oe a. 
Momrorp, Suerrey, and Tay or, Opposed it, } OF seven years, if they should live so long, one-half o 
Negatived—52 to 41. the then pay of such officers: provided that no general 

here is in the bill a provision “ for repaying officer of the cavalry, artillery, or infantry, should be 

the Bank of the United States a sum advanced | ©titled to receive more than the one-half part of the 

pay of a colonel of such corps, res ctively ; and, 

me ~~ Sees aan rae Vee my . provided that the said resolution should not extend to 

ith Pellets of $100 000 a any officer in the service of the United States, unless 

Ml Q L ’ G. E he should have taken an oath of allegiance, and should 
ESSTS. “LUINCY, LYON, GOLDsBoRoUGH, EMorTT, actually reside within some one of the United States. 

and Key, objected to the appropriation in the bill of That, by a resolution of Congress of the 11th of Au- 

nine thousand dollars for a Minister to Madrid, | gust, 1779, it was resolved that the half-pay provided 

as we had no Minister there, and making such an 


ad | ‘ by the aforesaid resolution of the 15th of May, 1778, 
*ppropriation would be a sanction of this House | should be extended to continue for life. 


OFFICERS OF THE REVOLUTION. 
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January, 1810. Appropriation Bill. 
That, by a resolution of Congress of the 21st of Oc- | rious necessity to accept the sum in gross in lieu of 
tober, 1780, it was provided that the officers who should | half-pay for life, that it would be paid to them in real- 
continue in the service to the end of the wér should be ity, and not by a fresh promise without any sufficient 
entitled to half-pay during life, to commence from the | guarantee for its due performance, yet they were com- 
time of their reduction. pelled to receive certificates, which, for want of any 
That, by a resolution of Congress of the 17th day of | specific provision for the payment of them, or the = 
January, 1781, all officers in the hospital department, | terest accruing on them, were immediately depreciate 
and medical staff, thereinafter mentioned, who should | t© five for one, and, by degrees, to ten for one, in ex- 
continue in service until the end of the war, or be re- | change for money. They therefore pray that half-pay 
duced before that time as supernumeraries, should be | for life, to commence from the time of the reduction of 
entitled to receive during life, in lieu of half-pay, the the Amy, may be granted to them, according to the 
following allowances, viz: The director of the hospi- | Solemn stipulations entered into with them by Congress, 
tal, equal to the half-pay of a lieutenant-colonel; chief by the resolutions before referred to; deducting there- 
res and surgeons of the army and hospital, and | from the five years full pay received by them in depre- 


ospital physicians and surgeons, purveyor, apothecary, | ciated paper, by way of commutation. 
Fes ey a ae y+ | It is well known to your committee, and to the whole 


nation, that the far greater part of the officers were 
compelled by hard necessity to dispose of their commu- 
tation certificates at prices infinitely below their nom- 
inal amount; that this did not proceed from want of 
patriotism, of which they had beforehand given proofs 
most unequivocal, or of want of confidence in their 
Government ; but that, after having spent the vigor of 
their manhood in the service of their country, they re- 
turned to the walks of civil life, (many of them maim- 
ed, and scarcely able to halt along,) ignorant of what 
was passing or likely to pass in the councils of their 
country ; the griping hand of poverty bore hard upon 
them; and, unacquainted as they necessarily were 
with civil affairs, they fell an easy prey to the wiles of 
the artful and insidious speculator, who was lying in 
wait to fatten upon their hard earnings. Under cir- 
cumstances like these, it would have been strange, in- 
deed, if they had kept their certificates in their pock- 
ets. No, the thing was impracticable ; go they must, 
for whatever they would bring, and be the consequences 
whatever they might. 

Upon the whole, the committee are of opinion that 
the contract entered into by Congress with the officers 
of the late Revolutionary Army, for giving them half- 
pay for life, has not been substantially complied with 
by the Government. They, therefore, recommend the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is rea- 
sonable, and ought to be granted. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill making appropriations for the 
support of Government during the year 1810. 
The bill was gone through, and reported to the 
House. 

Mr. Roor moved to strike out the clause mak- 


if accepted by them, should be in lieu of whatever | at eat ieee ft ee 
might be then due to them since the time of their re- : : ; in 
public offices. 


tiring from service, as well as what might thereafter | , 4 
become due; and that as soon as their acceptance | After debate, negatived—yeas 63, nays 54, as 
should be signified, the Superintendent of Finance | follows : 
should be, and he was thereby, authorized to take | Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Eze- 
measures for the settlement of their accounts accord- | kiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam 
ingly, and to issue to them certificates bearing interest | Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
at six per cent. ; that all officers entitled to half-pay for | well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Martin Chit- 
life, not included in the preceding resolution, might | tenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, James Cox, 
also, collectively, agree to accept or refuge the aforesaid | Henry Crist, Samuel W. Dana, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
commutation, signifying the same within six months | liam Ely, Barzillai Gannett, David S. Garland, Thomas 
from the passage of said resolution, | R. Gold, Edwin Gray, Daniel Heister, James Holland, 
The petitioners state, and the fact is of too general | Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, 
notoriety to be disputed, that although they confidently junior, Thomas Kenan, William Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, 
expected, at the time they were compelled from impe- | Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, John Montgomery, 




















and regimental surgeons, each equal to the half-pay of 
a captain. 

That, by a resolution of Congress of the 22d day of 
March, 1783, it was provided that such officers as were 
then in service, and should continue therein until the 
end of the war, should be entitled to receive the 
amount of five years’ full pay in money, or securities 
on interest at six per centum per annum, as Congress 
should find most convenient, instead of the half-pay 
promised for life by the resolution of the 21st day of 
October, 1780; the said securities being such as should 
be given to the other creditors of the United States: 
provided it should be at the option of the lines of the 
respective States, and not of officers individually in 
those lines, to acceptor refuse the same ; and, provided, 
also, that their election should be signified to Congress, 
through the Commander-in-Chief, from the lines under 
his immediate command, within two months, and 
through the commanding officer of the Southern Army, 
from those under his command, within six months 
from the date of the resolution. 


That the same commutation should extend to the 
corps not belonging to the lines of any particular State, 
and who were entitled to half-pay as aforesaid; the 
acceptance or refusal to be determined by the corps, 
and to be signified in the same manner, and within the 
same time, as above mentioned ; that all officers belong- 
ing to the hospital department, who were entitled to 
half-pay by the resolution of the 17th of January, 1781, 
might collectively agree to accept or refuse the afore- 
said commutation, signifying the same through the 
Commander-in-Chief, within six months; that such 
officers as had retired at different periods entitled to 
half-pay for life, might, collectively, in each State of 
which they are inhabitants, accept or refuse the same ; 
their acceptance or refusal to be signified by agents 
authorized for that purpose, within six months; that, 
with respect to such retiring officers, the commutation, 
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‘Thomas Moore, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R, 
Potter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin 
‘Tallmadge, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, 
Laban Wheaton, and Robert Whitehill. 

Naxs—David Bard, Burwell Bassett, James Breck- 
enridge, John Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaph- 
roditus Champion, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liam Crawford, Richard Cutts, John W. Eppes, Wm. 
Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Gideon Gardner, Thomas 
Gholson, jun., Charles Goldsborough, William Hale, 
William Helms, Robert Jenkins, Walter Jones, Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, John Love, Matthew Lyon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Alexander 
McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newbold, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, 
Benjamin Pickman, junior, Peter B. Porter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, Lemuel Sawyer, 
Adam. Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, John Smith, John Stanley, William Stedman, 
James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archi- 
bald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Ezekiel 
Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Mr. Lyon moved to amend the clause reported 
by the committee “for the expenses of for- 
eign intercourse,” by specifying Great Britain, 
France, and the Brazils, as the countries with 
whom intercourse should be maintained, so as to 
exclude Russia. 


Mr. Lyon observed, that, in bringing forward 
the present motion, he had in view not only to 
get an opportunity to vote against the appropria- 
tion of a large sum of money for the continuance 
of a mission to Russia, and sending a new one to 
Joseph Bonaparte’s Court at Madrid, from which 
he thought no advantage to this nation could pos- 
sibly be derived ; but he hoped to be satisfied and 
enlightened by the discussion that would arise on 
the motion. He hoped gentlemen who were very 
sanguine to get this large appropriation of $49,400 
gulped down at one swallow would condescend to 
present to the House their view of the utility of these 
missions. Two gentlemen (Mr. Smivie and Mr. 
Burwe tt) had risen seemingly for that purpose, 
but when their observations were animadverted 
on by the gentleman from Connecticut, (Mr. Prr- 
KIN,) they explained away, as I understood them, 
everything like an attempt at justification of the 
missions in a political point of view. 

What commercial connexions have we or can 
we have with Russia, said Mr. L., which will jus- 
tify the expense to be created by keeping a mission 
at St. Petersburg—the lavishing $10,350 annu- | 
ally of the people’s money for the salary of the 
Ambassador and his Secretary? Let it be under- 
stood, sir that inasmuch as the President has sent 
Mr. Adams Ambassador to St. Petersburg, with | 
the consent of the Senate, (after the mission had 
been by them twice rejected ) 1 have no objection 
to his being paid for the time he may be out. He 
has received his outfit of $9,000 for the current 
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year, and also that of his Secretary is advanced 
to him, or forwarded from the Department of State, 
so that the question now before us is not, will you 
consent to appropriate for this year’s salary wit 
is, will you consent to legitimize a perpetual mis- 
sion at the Courts mentioned in the Secretary's 
report of estimates? It is now we are called on 
to vote the annual appropriation for such an estab- 
lishment. 

We have always been told that our commerce 
with Russia brings no money; her staple com- 
modities are the same as ours; her exports are 
principally iron and hemp, and articles produced 
from these staples. And shall we, at atime when 
there is the greatest necessity for encouraging our 
own manufactures, and the cultivation of the mate- 
rials necessary for their use, burden the nation and 
increase the national debt by keeping a mission at 
Russia at the expense of $10,350 per annum, merely 
to facilitate a commerce which operates asa clog 
to the growth of our manufactures, and tends to 
discourage the culture of hemp and the making 
our ore into iron? My situation in the Western 
country, which is capable of producing hemp for 
all the world, forbids my concurring in such a 
ruinous policy; my knowledge that this nation 
can and will, with due encouragement, produce 
more than she wants, forbids it. 

__ Shall we, sir, after refusing a Minister from the 
Junta’s Court at Seville, in Spain, take a decided 
part in favor of the Corsican usurper, who has 
been hoisted on the Spanish Throne by bis tyrant 
brother, by voting our constituents’ money to send 
a mission to his Court at Madrid? In no other 
light can this thing be considered, notwithstand- 
ing the vote of yesterday refusing the sum first 
proposed as an appropriation to be expended in 
intercourse with foreign nations. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have made 
the report of the Secretary their guide. It has 
been printed for the use of the members; copies 
have gone to the office of the Department of State 
and of the Treasury, and this report will be their 
guide with regard to the items which constitute 
this agregate of $49,400. This report, bringing 
into that aggregate sum a mission to Madrid, and 
no record or document being found pointing out 
what was the intent of the reduction, the Execu- 
tive is left to send this mission to Madrid if they 
choose to call on us another year for the balance 
of the expense, or to draw it out of the appropri- 
ation for contingent expenses for foreign inter- 
course. 

I am told, sir, that instead of embarrassing and 
eae the passage of this appropriation Bill, I 
should have come forward, in a manly manner, 
and laid a resolution on your table for calling 
home the Minister at St. Petersburg, if I did not 
like the mission. It has been too often the case, 
sir, that millions of the people’s money have been 
voted away in a day, in this House, with a bare 
quorum of members in their seats. This very un- 
justifiable apathy is by no means a reason that 
we should not now check an appropriation, the 
utility of which is at least doubtful and indefen- 
sible. Gentlemen will spend weeks very patiently 
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{ 
in debate on mere matters of form, or on abstruse | 


propositions, the ultimate decision of which is of | 
no importance to their constituents, but seem very | 
soon to be worn out when an attempt is made to | 
particularize, and show to the people the manner | 
in which their twenty thousands are laid out. 
Although I do not profess to be a connoisseur 
in politeness, I have always prided myself in act- 
ing openly, manly, and candid. Had I, on this 
occasion, been manly, or rather foolish enough, | 
as the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Eppes) | 
seems to wish, to have suffered this, which I call 
abominable appropriation, to pass sub silentio, 
I should have immediately been told that the | 








| 
} 
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by a number of its members, to make a specific 
appropriation for each Minister and Secretary, 
that is to be kept at, or sent to, a foreign Court, 
instead of appropriating the people’s money in a 
dark, enigmatical manner, not easily understood 
by them, Republican gentlemen forget all their 
high-sounding professions in favor of the Repub- 
lican doctrine of specific appropriations, and shel- 
ter themselves under a custom which they say 
was in practice under the Administration of those 
who made no such professions, as if they acknowl- 
edged themselves that their former professions are 
now to go for nothing. What caution was oftener 
repeated by Republicans, ten and twelve years 


resolution was an unjustifiable interference with | ago, than “ Beware of the power of the Execu- 
the powers of the Executive, and the resolution | tive; by its extensive patronage our liberties will 
would in all probability have been smothered, as | be endangered!” Instead of guarding against 
many an important one has been, by a refusal of | Executive encroachments, Republicans, in name, 
the majority to consider or take it up. I think it | have quietly acquiesced in, or actively promoted, 
is most manly, sir, at the time when you are vot- | as they do in this case, every encroachment that 


ing away millions in a single day, to call the | 
House to a pause on important questions like the | 
present. Indeed, I knew of no other way by 
which discussion on this subject could be pro- 
voked or obtained. Subjects of this kind seem 
to be always too delicate for majorities to dwell 
upon ; sub silentio votes suit them best. 

In the year 1798, Federal gentlemen contended 
that the Constitution gave the President, with 
the consent of the Senate, the power of sending 
as many missions to foreign countries as he 
thought proper, and that we, the House of Rep- 
resentatives, were bound to vote their salaries and 
outfits. We, Republicans, contended that this 
House had a discretionary power, and could re- 
fuse to appropriate the salaries and outfits when 


opportunity has presented. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Eppes) has 
really told us an edifying, entertaining story, about 
a sick man and his family, who were put into a 
salutary and quiet sleep by reading, and hearing, 


| for a very little time, the production of a dull 


author; and the gentleman has very wittily made 
this production apply to the speeches of members 
of Congress. That gentleman has had no oppor- 


| tunity to get himself to sleep reading my speeches 


made this session. The newspapers have been 
otherwise occupied, and | can tell him with truth, 
that, on my way to Congress this Winter, (how- 
ever eager I was to read the news, and to hear 
what was doing here,) I have had many a com- 
fortable nap in reading, or attempting to read, the 
long speeches made by some gentlemen during 


we thought proper. There is but one Federal 
gentleman, now a member, who was at that time | the session. 
a member of this House, (Mr. Dawa.) I am| Messrs. Dana, Quincy, Pitkin, Saerrey, and 
happy to be able to congratulate myself on that | Stanrorp, supported the motion. Mr. Quincy 
gentleman's seeming to have come to my opinion, | and Mr. Suerrey were not opposed to the mis- 
while I have to regret that many gentlemen in| sion to Russia, but were desirous of making the 
this House, who call themselves Republicans, | appropriations specific as to each nation, in pre- 
articularly the gentleman from New York, (Mr. | ference to appropriating the whole under a gene- 
Rae} and a gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. | ral head. 
McKim,) are advocating the old aristocratic doc-| Messrs. Eppes, Smiviz, Pickman, Ruea, and 
trine on this subject. I confess I do not under- | McKim, opposed the motion. They all expressed 
stand that kind of republicanism that changes its | themselves decidedly in favor of the mission, ex- 
doctrines with a change of power. I like that | cept Mr. Pickman, who said he should vote 
steady republicanism which will, when in power, | against the motion, because it was not the prov- 
practise the principles and doctrines advocated | ince of the House, but of the President and Sen- 
by Republicans out of power. What principle | ate, todecide on the propriety of a mission toa 
has been more zealously proposed and advocated, | foreign nation. This argument was also used by 
and oftener reverberated in the public ear, than | other gentlemen, and replied to by Mr. Saerrey 
specific appropriations ; and yet how is that prin- | and Mr. STANFoRD. , 
ciple scouted now by self-styled Republicans, The debate on this subject was desultory and 
when in power and called to act upon it! In | diffuse. Those opposed to the mission to Russia 
this very bill you make a specific item for the | contended that we had no occasion fora Minister 
salary of each officer of the Mint, in lieu of say- | there, more especially as that Power appeared so 
ing in one item, “for the salaries of officers of the | subservient to France, and as a “ Northern Con- 
Mint, -—— dollars.” So with regard to the Gov- | federacy” was said to be forming there, in which 
ernors of each Territory; there is an item for | we might.be expected to participate. To this it 





each individual salary. and for each set of judges, 
in lieu of saying, “for the salaries of the Gov- 
ernors and the judges of the Territories, 
dollars.” But, sir, when this House is called on, 





| was replied, that blind subservience to the views 
of France was not apparent in the conduct of 
Russia; that she was almost the only nation 
which treated with us on terms of reciprocity, 
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and appeared to be in Europe almost the only 
supporter of neutral rights; and it was therefore 
said to be peculiarly proper that we should have 
a Minister there. 

Before the question was taken on Mr. Lyon’s 
motion the House, at half-past four, adjourned. 





Tuurspay, February 1. 


Mr. Minor, from the Committee of Accounts, 
who was instructed, by a resolution of the seven- 
teenth ultimo, to inquire into the manner in which 
the contract for supplying the House with sta- 
tionery has been executed, and into the propriety 
of furnishing each member with —— amount of 
stationery, at the commencement of each session, 
made a report thereon; which was read, and the 
resolution therein contained concurred in by the 
House, as follows: 


Resolved, That it is unnecessary to take any” 


further order on this subject. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, presented a bill providing for the print- 
ing and distributing such laws of the United 
States as respect the public lands; which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Desua, from the committee appointed, on 
the eighth ultimo, on the petition of Daniel 
Boone, made a report; which was read, and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
bill making appropriations for the support of 
Government for the year 1810. 

Mr. Lyon’s amendment being yet under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. Eppss stated that the amendment proposed 
an entire innovation in the practice of Congress 
in respect to the foreign intercourse, and quoted 
the laws of the United States, for eighteen years 
past, to show that the language of the appropria- 
tion law had always been the same as now used 
in the bill. 

Mr. Lyon’s motion was negatived—yeas 39, 
nays 77, as follows: 

Yeas—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel w. Dana, 
William Ely, James Emott, Barent Gardenier, Charles 
Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 
thaniel A. Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Mat- 
thew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pit- 
kin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Daniel 
Sheffey,Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van 
Horn, and Killian K. Van Rensselaer. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. 
Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew 
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Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, 
James Cox, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph De- 
sha, John W. Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8, Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, junior, Edwin Gray, William Helms, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Thomas Kenan, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 
Vincent Matthews, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Pleasant M. Miller, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Thomas Newbold, John Nichol- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, junior, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Mat- 
thias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John 
Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel 
Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, Henry Southard. John Taylor, John 
Thompson, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles 
Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Eze- 
kiel Whitman, James Wilson, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 


The amendment made by the Committee of 
the Whole, to fill the blank “for contingent ex- 
penses of foreign intercourse” with “ fifty thou- 
sand dollars” being under consideration— 

Messrs. Quincy, Dana, GaRpDENIER, and Go tp, 
opposed the appropriation; and Messrs. Eppes. 
Suerrey, Macon, Bacon, Auston, Raga, of 
Tennessee, MONTGOMERY, Key, and PirKin, sup- 
ported it. 

Those who opposed it stated as a reason for 
their opposition, that, by the report of the sur- 
plusses remaining unexpended at the end of the 
present year, it appeared there were unexpended, 
under the head of “contingent expenses of for- 
eign intercourse,” $70,000, which, added to $50,- 
000 now proposed to be appropriated, would make 
$120,000 at the control of the Government for 
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse; and, 
added to the appropriation in the bill for the or- 
dinary expenses of foreign intercourse, would 
make near $170,000 subject to expenditure for 
foreign intercourse during the present year ; that 
there was no reason why this additional appro- 
priation should be made when so much remained 
unexpended of a former appropriation; that even 
if there were no balance on hand, this was no 
reason why the contingent appropriation should 
be larger now (as itis) than at any former period ; 
and that, if the appropriation was made, it would 
be proper to know to what object it was to be 
applied. 

Mr. GaRDENIER expressed a hope that it was 
not for secret service money, Or to aid in the es- 
tablishment of the Northern Confederation, so 
much spoken of ; but said, it was no good omen 
that, under the late Administration, a Minister 
had been sent to Russia without information 
being given to either branch of the Legislature, 
and that another should now have been sent 
without any reason having been assigned for it. 

In reply it was said, that the report alluded to, 
of unexpected surplusses, was made some months 
ago, and that the balance remaining unexpended 
of former appropriations was merely nominal; 
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3 for, by the same report, there remained unex- 


nded of the appropriation for the civil list, five 
undred thousand dollars, which every one knew 
would be expended before the end of the year; 
that, by that report, more than a million remain- 
ed unexpended of the Navy appropriation, and 
no one could doubt but that would be drawn out; 


that gentlemen should be consistent in their op- 
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position, because that, for the same reason which 
they opposed this appropriation, they ought to 
have opposed the appropriation for the civil list; 
that this item was intended and always had been 
appropriated to cover contingent expenses of in- 
tercourse, and expressly provided for by law, as, 
for instance, the outfit of a Minister, despatch 
vessels, &c.; that the sum was larger now than 
usual, because of the state of our affairs, which 
rendered it necessary for the Government fre- 
quently to send despatch vessels to Europe, the 
ordinary mode of intercourse being closed. 
Mr. Montcomery observed, in reply to the in- 
timation about a Northern Confederacy, that he 
could not conceive to what gentlemen alluded. 
He had, indeed, heard, a year ago, of a plan ofa 
Northern Confederacy on this Continent, by 
which the Union was to be divided by the Hud- 
son, and annexed to the British provinces. Per- 
haps gentlemen alluded to that. As to the secret 
service money, he knew of none expended under 
the late or present Administration; under a for- 
mer Administration, it was true, there had been 
some singular expenditures of that kind, some of 
which were now under consideration at the 
Comptroller’s office, for instance, “for secret ser- 
vice money, $250 :” and even an item of $15 paid 
to a doorkeeper for secret service, which service, 
he believed, was tracing the clues to the famous 
tubs that arrived at Charleston in 1798 or 1799. 


The House agreed to the appropriation—yeas 
102, nays 16, as follows: 

Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, 
William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam 
Boyd, James Breckenridge, John Brown, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph 
Calhoun, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, 
James Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Rich- 
ard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. 
Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai 
Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thomas 
Gholson, junior, Edwin Gray, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, William Helms, James Holland, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Richard 
M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Thomas Kenan, William 
Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, John 
Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, R. Marion, Vin- 
cent Matthews, A. McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, Wil- 
liam Milnor, John Montgomery, ‘Thomas Moore, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8S. Mum- 
ford, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nich- 
olson, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, John 
Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lem- 
uel Sawyer, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
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John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob 
Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John 
Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, 
junior, Jabez Upham, Archibald Van Horn, Robert 
Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, James 
Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—Samuel W. Dana, William Ely, Barent Gar- 
denier, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, Jona- 
than H. Hubbard, Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward St. 
Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew 
Lyon, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Josiah Quincy, Wil- 
liam Stedman, Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, and Laban Wheaton. 


Mr. Key moved to recommit the bill for the 
purpose of reducing the appropriation for the ex- 
penses of foreign intercourse, with a view to ex- 
clude the appropriation for the mission to Russia. 

On this motion, Mr. K. delivered his sentiments 
against that mission. After he concluded, his 
motion to recommit the bill, was. negatived— 
yeas 29, nays 91, as follows: 


Yras—Daniel Blaisdell, John Campbell, John C. 
Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, Wil- 
liam Ely, James Emott, Barent Gardenier, William 
Hale, Daniel Heister, Richard Jackson, junior, Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Matthew Lyon, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, John Stanley, William Sted- 
man, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, and Laban Whea- 
ton. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 
Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard 
Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. Eppes, 
William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, 
Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, 
junior, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin 
Gray, Nathaniel A. Haven, William Helms, James 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Robert Jen- 
kins, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Thomas 
Kenan, William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, 
Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander Mc- 
Kim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, John Mont- 
gomery, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon S. Mumford, Tho- 
mas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
Benjamin Pickman, jun., John Porter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John 
Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
Lewis B. Sturges, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri 
Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Jabez Upham, Nicholas 

Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Robert Weakley, 
Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, and Robert With- 
erspoon. 

The remainder of the appropriations being 
agreed to without opposition, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 
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STATE OF THE ARMY. 


Two Messages were received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting a report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to 
a resolution, calling for information on the sub- 
ject of the instructions given to the armed vessels 
within our waters. [It appears by this report 
that there have been no instructions, on this sub- 
ject, issued since 1805.} 

The other Message transmits the following re- 
port of the Secretary of War, in compliance, also, 
with a call of the House: 


War Department, Jan. 30, 1810. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 22d inst., I have the honor to 
transmit you the following returns, marked A, B, 
and C. 

A, exhibits a general return of the troops of the 
United States composing the Military Peace Establish- 
ment and the additional military force of each regi- 
ment and corps, taken from the latest returns received 
by the Adjutant and Inspector of the Army, to the 28th 
of November, 1809, to which is subjoined the present 
disposition of the general and field officers. 

B.A return of the regular forces allotted for the de- 
fence of New Orleans, comprehending those of the 
Military Peace Establishment on that station, and the 
additional military force ordered there on the 2d De- 
cember, 1808. 

C. The disposition and effective strength of the ad- 
ditional military force ordered for the defence of New 
Orleans, taken from the latest reports received at the 
Office of the Adjutant and Inspector of the Army, to 
which is subjoined a list of resignations, dismissals, 
and deaths, of the officers of the Army since the Ist of 
January, 1809. 

The additional force ordered for the defence of New 
Orleans was detached from the several corps as they 
had been recruited, and arrived at that place between 
the 10th of March and 20th April, 1809. Leaving a 
detachment in the city of New Orleans, this army 
moved and encamped at Terre-au-Beeuf, on the Missis- 
sippi, fifteen miles below New Orleans, on the 8th of 
June, where they remained until the month of 
tember. In September they embarked for Natchez, 
and in the month of October encamped near Washing- 
ton, six miles in the rear of Natchez, at which place 
they hutted for the winter. 

It must have been expected that the sickness and 
mortality incident to new troops in the summer and 
autumnal months would be aggravated by their removal 
to a more Southern climate. The whole of the detach- 
ment has been affected with disease, and the number 
of deaths will be found eventually to exceed those in 
the returns. 

Since their removal to their present station, the latest 
advices state that they are convalescent. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. EUSTIS. 

The Presipent of the United States. 


The Message, report, and documents, accom- 
panying the same, were referred to a select com- 
mittee, composed of Messrs. Newron, Mi.nor, 
Ne.son, Cocnran, Winn, Howarp, Hate, Pick- 
man,and Mumrorp. 

A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, to print the 
Message and documents. This motion was op- 
posed by Messrs. Newron and Eppes, who con- 
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tended that no other nation in existence ever 
officially exposed to the world the precise state 
and disposition of its military force ; and, at this 
time particularly, it would be improper for us to 
do it. 

Messrs. Eiy, Lyon, Macon, and Tauumancr, 
supported the motion for printing, alleging that 
there was no oceasion for secrecy or concealment 
in relation to an army of five or six thousand 
men, as a knowledge of their precise destination 
and situation would be of no importance to an 
enemy, if we had one, but was important to the 
people of the United States. 














Before the question on printing was decided, | | 


the House adjourned. 





F'ripay, February 2. 

A motion was made by Mr. Jounson, that the 
House do now adjourn ; and, the question thereon 
being taken, it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 10, nays 61. 


On motion of Mr. Basserr, the Committee of | 


the Whole to whom was committed the bill for 
incorporating the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the town of Alexandria, in the District of Co- 


lumbia, were discharged from the consideration | 


thereof, and the bill was laid on the table. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of | 


the Whole on the bill to prescribe the mode in | 
which application shall be made for the purehase 


of land at the several land offices, and for the re- 
lief of Joab Garret. The bill was reported with- 
out amendment, and ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 
he question under consideration yesterday 
when the House adjourned, for printing the report 
of the Secretary of War, was carried in the af- 
firmative—50 to 38. 
Mr. Dawson moved that the select committee 
to whom this report was referred, should be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of it, in 


Sep-| order to refer it to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. Motion negatived—ayes 29. 

The bill for the relief of the late Samuel G. 
East, went through the Committee of the Whole, 
and was then ordered to lie on the table. 


BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. Love, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the several 

titions relative to the Banks of Alexandria, of 

otomac, of Washington, and of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, reported: 


First: That the Bank of Alexandria was established 
by an act of the Legislature of Virginia, passed in the 
year 1792; allowing a capital to be raised to the 
amount of $150,000, and limiting the duration of the 
bank to the Ist day of January, 1802; that by an act 
of the same Legislature, passed the 5th day of Decem- 
ber, in the year 1795, the capital of the said bank was 
allowed to be increased to $500,000, the whole of which 
has been subscribed for; and on the 21st day of Janu- 
ary, in the year 1801, the Legislature of Virginia ex- 
tended the duration of the charter to the 4th of March, 
1811. 


An increase of capital and an extension to the time 
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last mentioned, it is presumed was decided on, from a 
knowledge of the beneficial effects the community had 
derived from the institution and the propriety with 
which it had been conducted ; and also from an opinion, 

aps prevalent, (but how well founded your com- 
mittee do not pretend to decide,) that the Congress of 
the United States had divested themselves of the power 
of granting a charter, even to a private bank, till the 
term of limitation for that of the United States had 
expired. 

The useful and prosperous operations of the Bank 
of Alexandria have continued to an equal degree and 
extent to that which they had been carried to when 
that institution last received the sanction of the State 
of Virginia by the act of 1801. It has preserved a 
stability of credit, and there is every reason to induce 
a belief that the same prudence and cireumspection has 
influenced the conduct of the directors of it since, as 
did before the State of Virginia ceased to have juris- 
diction over the place of its establishment. 


The circumstance of this incorporation having been 
created under the special sanction of the ceding State, 
and its therefore presumed consistency with the inter- 
ests and wishes of that State, the citizens of which are 
principally affected by the circulation of its notes, af- 
fords considerations for a continuance of its charter, 
which are certainly entitled to particular respect. The 
average annual dividends of this bank have been equal 
to eight and three-fourths per centum on its capital, to 
the present time. 

The provisions of its charter secure to the public, 
affected by the circulation it enjoys, the responsibility 
of each stockholder or member of the company, in their 
natural capacities, to an amount equal to the stock 
held by him in case of losses or deficiency of the cap- 
ital stock, at the time such loss or deficiency shall 
take place, from whatsoever cause it may arise; and, 
also, in case the total amount of the debts, which the 
company shall at any time owe, shall exceed four times 
the amount of the capital stock over and above the 
moneys actually deposited in the bank for safe keep- 
ing, the directors, under whose administration it shall 
happen, shall, in their natural and private capacities, 
be liable for such excess to any creditor of the bank, 
except those directors who were absent, or, being pres- 
ent, dissented to the act, which should produce such 
excess; and, in case such directors should not have 

roperty sufficient to pay, the stockholders are made 
iable, in their private capacities, for such excess. 

It is also made necessary, by the provisions of its 
charter, that the president and directors shall, once in 
every year, lay before the Executive of Virginia, an 
account truly stating the situation of the bank and its 
funds. A summary mode of recovery is also provided 
for the creditors of the bank. 


2dly. The Bank of Potomac, next to that of Alex- 
andria, has been longest in existence of any respecting 
which petitions have been referred to this committee. 
It is derived from an association of individuals, which 
took place for that purpose in the town of Alexandria, 
in the year 1804, who agreed to subscribe a capital, 
not exceeding $500,000, the whole amount of which 
has been paid according to the terms of the association. 
The petitioners assign, as a reason for not applying at 
that time for a charter, their impression that the Na- 
tional Legislature had been precluded by the terms on 
which that of the Bank for the United States had been 
granted from authorizing by law any other bank till 
the fourth of March, 1811, and the necessity of an in- 


crease of banking capital, in order to enable the 
traders in agricultural products to purchase the in- 
creased quantity of those articles brought to Alexandria 
for a market. 

This banking association has established a solid 
credit. There ,is every reason to presume its opera- 
tions have been prudently conducted. Its utility is 
tested by the constant demand for its capital, as evi- 
denced by the rate of annual dividends or profits it has 
yielded the stockholders, averaging precisely seven per 
cent. to the period previous to the last half year, which, 
for that term, has been declared to be four per cent. on 
the capital. 

3dly. The Bank of Washington and the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, are constituted by articles of associa- 
tion nearly similar to that of the Bank of Potomac, 
and have originated during the year 1809. 

The Washington Bank is established in the City of 
Washington, contemplating a capital of $250,000 cer- 
tain; for the amount of which a subscription has been 
obtained, and is capable of being augmented to $1,- 
000,000. The operations of this bank have already 
commenced. 

The Union Bank is contemplated to be established 
in Georgetown, with an immediate capital of $300,000, 
four-fifths of which the petitioners state is now sub- 
scribed for, and is capable, by the articles of associa- 
tion, of being enlarged to the amount of $1,000,000. 
Its operations have not yet commenced, but it is repre- 
sented in the petition, that preparations are so progress- 
ing as to insure their commencement early in the 
present month. 

The probable utility and success of these banks must 
depend on a variety of circumstances, and cannot be 
deduced, as in the two first instances, from actual ex- 
perience. 


The Committee for the District of Columbia can, 
however, readily confide in the statement of the peti- 
tioners, that an increase of banking capital will be con- 
ducive to the growth of commerce and manufactures 
within the District. The committee will also observe, 
that the founding and erection of so extensive a city 
as the permanent seat of empire for the United States, 
must obviously require the aid of vast resources, and 
that that consideration offers additional inducements to 
give the most advantageous extension to the moneyed 
capital it may possess, and to attract a portion of that 
which may be to spare in other parts of the Union. 
The purposes of an increasing commerce, of manufac- 
turing establishments, and more especially improve- 
ments for accommodation, now rapidly progressing, it 
is | seaaar demand a sum of circulating medium 
perhaps not to be answered, even by the increase ex- 
pected from the establishment of the banks petitioned 
for. 

A fulfilment of the expectations of the founders of 
the national seat of Government appears, from the 
rapid increase of its growth and population, no longer 
to remain doubtful. It can nv longer be doubted, that 
the District of Columbia is destined to an enviable, and 
perhaps unrivalled enjoyment of commerce and the 
useful arts, the essential concomitants of wealth, pow- 
er, and magnificence. Its site at the head of the mar- 
itime navigation of a great river, deriving its sources 
from the regions which also give birth to the western 
waters of the United States; the facility of connexion 
with the trade of the latter; the natural and improved 
fertility of the country to which those advantages give 
a cheap access, with innumerable other existing causes 
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of prosperity, seem at length to have attracted a con- | of Alexandria, and which exist in most bank charters, 


siderable share of the notice of the enterprising. The 
opinion is, therefore, presumed to be warranted, that 
the necessary means of improvement would be greatly 
accelerated by an increase, at this time, of banking 
capital. 

But, should this supposition not be founded in a cor- 
rect estimate of the present demands for an increased 
quantity of currency in the District, no apparent evil 
can result to the public from the permission of an un- 
necessary investiture of capital in banks; provided, 
such banks are subjected to regulations, which may in- 
sure the community against loss from attributing to 
them an unmerited credit. Under such asecurity, the 
only consequence which can result from an excess of 
capital, would be a want of employment for it, and a 
consequent loss to the stockholders. This part of the 
inquiry might then be left to rest with the petitioners 
themselves. 


The committee, however, wish to be understood to 
entertain the opinion, that the unrestrained permission 
to individuals, by extensive associations to establish 
institutions of a moneyed kind, might be carried to per- 
nicious lengths; they conceive it to be the duty of the 
Legislature, while they encourage those useful instru- 
ments of commerce and improvement, to guard the 
interest of the citizen from the dangers which an unli- 
censed extent of them might produce ; and their atten- 
tion has, therefore, been led to the examination of the 
principles on which those companies have erected 
themselves, which are now the particular subject of 
inquiry. 

The different articles of association which constitute 
the three last noticed institutions, although undoubt- 
edly the result of the most laudable intentions, are not 
discerned to possess in themselves any security to the 
public, against an abuse of the credit the community 
is in the habit of bestowing on bank notes. The mem- 
bers of the institution are in all cases, and under any 
circumstance of mismanagement, by express stipula- 
tion, exempted from personal liability, a quality which 
it is presumed ought not to be found, to the same ex- 
tent in any co-partnership whatever; it is certainly 
proper, however, to add, that no imposition can possi- 
bly be presumed to have been contemplated in these 

articular instances, as well from the high standing 
in society, which the framers and managers of those 
institutions enjoy, as from the evidence of candor and 
fairness exhibited by them, in having provided, that 
contractors with them should be specially notified of 
this quality in their contracts, and that the receivers of 
their bank currency should be apprized of it, from the 
language used on the face of their notes. 


It is presumed to result from this view of the inquiry 
submitted to the committee, that the granting of char- 
ters to the several petitioners, and by law prohibiting 
future associations which have so important an effect 
upon the interests of society, unless under the restric- 
tions and provisions of special laws, the safety and in- 
terests of the public would be best protected. It only 
remains, then, for this committee to recommend the 
mode of such restrictions as will, in their opinion, best 
comport with the public safety, and not unnecessarily 
fetter the operations of these institutions. 

Various means to secure this object may be sug- 
gested as proper to be introduced into the terms of 
their several incorporations : 

1. Such as those provisions ingrafted into the char- 
ter granted by the Legislature of Virginia to the Bank 
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and which are hereinbefore referred to. 

2. By subjecting those institutions to an examina. 
tion into the state of their affairs from time to time, 
under such authority as Congress might appoint, with 
a correspondent power of removing or obviating abuses, 

3. By authorizing the Executive of the United 
States, or providing for Congress to appoint, annually, 
a certain number of the directors of the several insti. 
tutions. 

4. By incorporating them, with such other funds a: 
might be authorized, into a National Bank, making 
them branches thereof, in order to accommodate the 
different sections of the District, or consolidating thei: 
several capitals into an integral institution, and thus, 
in either mode, establishing them on the most satis. 
factory responsibility. 

The fourth alternative certainly involves important 
considerations, not more from its intrinsic moment, 
than from the time at which the subject has been pre- 
sented for consideratior. 

In all Governments where any system of finance has 
been adopted, the instrumentality of banks has been 
found of great utility in its management. In one like 
that of the United States, where the revenues are col- 
lected throughout a vast extent of country, and the 
amounts from that circumstance rendered proportionally 


difficult in their transportation to the different scenes | 
of expenditure, the safety and convenience of banks | 


have been already appreciated by the department to 


which our fiscal aeeenene are confided. The bank | 


established for the United States by an act of Congress 
of 1791, has heretofore furnished that convenience, not 
however without a compensation entirely ample, from 
the advantages derived to it from the deposites of pub- 
lic money. Should objections be found to exist to a 
further continuation of that charter, which will expire 
in a very short period, the convenience, and also the 
exigencies of Government, will point out the policy and 
necessity of creating a new National Bank, the place 
of establishment for which would most properly be at 
the seat of Government of the United States, under 
the immediate eye of the Government, with which a 
greater or less portion of its capital would control tho 
operations of such branches as might be authorized by 
the proper powers. 

To an establishment of this kind within the District 
of Columbia, where the United States have an exclu- 
sive jurisdiction constitutionally in all cases, one at 
least of the objections to a prolongation of the charter 
of the present United States Bank would not exist, 
nor to the branches of a new bank, when authorized 
by the State sovereignties. It would be, however, for 
the wisdom and justice of the Legislature to decide 
what portion of the stock of the present United States 
Bank might, with the approbation of its owners, be in- 
grafted into the new National Bank. To continue 
this inquiry would be carrying this committee beyond 
the limits assigned them in a report on the petitions 
referred to them. Nor would it be more certainly 
within the scope of their duty to point out the mode 
which, in their opinions, it would be most eligible to 
adopt in the creation of a National Bank, or to observe 
upon defects they might presume to exist in the pres- 
ent one. They profess only the obvious right of de- 
ciding in their report on the propriety of rejecting or 
acceding to the prayers of the several petitions re- 
ferred to them; and, in acceding to them, to endeavor 
to develope the means most eligible for individuals, 
and most advantageous and safe for the public, upon 
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which the institutions prayed for may be established. 
They, therefore, report the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayers of the several petitioners 
to continue the charter of the Bank of Alexandria, 
and to grant charters to the Banks of Potomac, of Wash- 
ington, and to the Union Bank of Georgetown, are 
reasonable and ought to be granted. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the resolutions heretofore offered 
by Mr. Suerrey respecting the batture. 

On the motion of Mr. Suerrey, the resolution 
before the Committee of the Whole for reinstat- 
ing the persons dispossessed in the property of 
the batture, was disagreed to; and Mr. S. offered 
a resolution requesting the President to take 
measures that no injury should result to the prop- 
erty in question while the claim remains unset- 








| tled. _Mr. S. supported his motion, and the right 


of the claimant to a speedy investigation and de- 
cision on his claim, at considerable length. 
Mr. Poypras spoke at great length in support 
of the right of the United States to the property. 
The Committee then rose and reported prog- 
ress, and the House adjourned. 





Sarurpay, Febuary 3. 

Owing to the inclemency of the weather, but 
few of the members attended at the usual hour of 
meeting. 

A quorum not being present at twelve o’clock, 
a motion was made to adjourn, and carried—yeas 
22, nays 19. 





Monpay, February 5. 


The Speaker laid before the Housea report of 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, exhib- 
iting the proceedings which have been author- 
ized by the Board since their last annual report; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Peter Landais, 
referred on the 27th of December last; which 
was read, afd referred to a Committee of the 
Whole on Friday next. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and ten, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill, to prescribe the mode in 
which application shall be made for purchase of 
land at the several land offices, and for the relief 
of Joab Garret, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Fisx, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bill 
providing for a third census of the inhabitants of 
the United States. 

After a the bill, the Committee rose, 
and reported the bill; which was committed toa 
committee of seven members, with a view to ar- 
ranging the compensation to be made to the sev- 
eral marshals, according to some fixed rule, and 
on to the probable increase of population 
in each. 
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CALL FOR PAPERS. 


Mr. Mose ey called for the consideration of 
the resolution offered by him a few days ago, 
calling for information relative to the several 
propositions made by this Government to the 
Governments of Great Britain and France. 

The House agreed to take it up—yeas 71, nays 
39, as follows: 


Yras—-Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John Brown, William 
A. Burwell, John C. Chamberlain, William Chamber- 
lin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Hen- 
ry Crist, Samuel W. Dana, Joseph Desha, William 
Ely, James Emott, Barzillai Gannett, David S. Gar- 
land, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin 
Gray, William Hale, Daniel Heister, Benjamin How- 
ard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jack- 
son, jun., Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Mathew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleas- 
ant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon S. Mumford, John Ni- 
cholson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, 
jun., John Porter, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Ross, Lemuel Sawyer, Daniel 
Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stan- 
ley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Focaent Benjamin 
Tallmadge, John Taylor, John Thompson, Charles 
Turner, jun., Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Ar- 
chibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban 
Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson, and Rob- 
ert Witherspoon. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Da- 
vid Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Howell Cobb, William Craw- 
ford, Richard Cutts, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Gideon Gardner; James Holland, Richard M. Johnson, 
Thomas Kenan, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Thos. 
Moore, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Rea 
of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias 
Richards, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, Henry Southard, George 
M. Troup, Robert Weakley, and Richard Winn. 


The resolution was then read, and is in the 
following words: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House copies 
of the several communications made to the Govern- 
ments of France and Great Britain, with respect to 
the several orders and decrees of either, violating the 
lawful commerce and neutral rights of the United 
States, in pursuance of the authorities vested by Con- 
gress in the Executive, except such parts as may, in 
his judgment, require secrecy. 

A motion was made by Mr. Mumrorp, to add 
to the said resolution the following words: “Also, 
to communicate to this House such information 
as he may have received touching the forgery 
of papers purporting to be those of American 
vessels.” 

This motion was opposed, on the ground of its 
want of connexion with the original motion. 

The question being taken on the amendment, 
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it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 
26, as follows: 

Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Matthew 
Clay, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, William Craw- 
ford, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Jo- 
seph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan 
Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David S. 
Garland, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, James 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, Thomas Kenan, William Ken- 
nedy, Joseph Lewis, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- 
iel Macon, Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, Sam- 
uel McKee, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon S. Mum- 
ford, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Ni- 
cholson, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., John 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, Erastus 
Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, 
Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Wil- 
liam Stedman, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Nicholas Van vee Archi- 
bald Van Horn, Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 

Naxs—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Mar- 
tin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, William Findley, 
Thomas R. Gold, Wm. Hale, Daniel Heister, Jona- 
than H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, 
Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Edward St. 
Loe Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, 
Pleasant M. Miller, Jonathan O. Moseley, Josiah Quin- 
cy, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, Jabez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Lahan 
‘Wheaton, and James Wilson. 


The question was then taken to agree to the 
resolution as amended, and resolved in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 92, nays 19, as follows: 


Yxas—-Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John Brown, William 
A. Burwell, Joseph Calhoun, John C. Chamberlain, 
William Chamberlin, Martin Chittenden, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, 
Samuel W. Dana, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James 
Emott, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Garnett, David 8. 
Garland, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, Ed- 
win Gray, Wm. Hale, Benj. Howard, J. H. Hubbard, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jr., Walter Jones, Thos. 
Kenan, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Alex- 
ander McKim, William Milnor, John Montgomery, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Gurdon S. Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Ni- 
cholson, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., John 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Rea of 
Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Rich- 
ards, Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thos. 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, George Smith, John Smith, 
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John Stanley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, John Thompson, 
Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Ja- 
bez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, 


Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Laban | 


Wheaton, James Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Witherspoon. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jun., Da- 
vid Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, William 
Butler, Howell Cobb, William Crawford, John Daw. 
son, William Findley, Gideon Gardner, James Hol- 
land, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Thomas Newbold, Lemuel Sawyer, Samuel Shaw, and 
John Smilie. ! 


Messrs. MoseLey and Mumrorp were appoint- 
ed a committee to present the said resolution to 
the President of the United States. 





Touespay, February 6, 

Another member, to wit: from Massachusetts, 
Orcuarp Cook, appeared, and took his seat in 
the House. 

Ordered, That the report of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, on the petitions of the 


President and Directors of the banks of Alexan- | 
dria, Potomac, and Washington, and of the Union | 


Bank of Georgetown, made on the second instant, 
be referred to a Committee of the Whole on Fri- 
day next. 

On motion of Mr. Monraomery, 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on so 
much of the President’s Message of the 29th of 
November last, as relates to the Military Estab- 
lishment of the United States, be instructed to 
inquire whether any, and what, alteration it is 
expedient to make in the act, entitled “ An act 
for establishing rules and articles for the govern- 
ment of the armies of the United States ;” and 
that they have leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, who were directed by a resolution of 
the House of the first of December last, to inquire 
into the expediency of confirming’ the right of 
the city of New Orleans to the Common of said 
city, and vesting in the said city of Orleans the 
public and vacant lots of ground within the same, 
made a report thereon ; which was read, and the 
resolution therein contained concurred in by the 
House, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the time prescribed by the 
third section of the act respecting claims to land 
in the Territories of Orleans and Louisiana, for 
carrying into effect the provision therein con- 
tained, ought to be extended, subject to the terms, 
conditions, and reservations, mentioned in the 
said section.” 

Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, 
pursuant to the said resolution; and that the 
Committee on the Public Lands do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire whether any, and 
what, further provision is necessary to be made 
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» third time to-morrow. 
) Mr. Nicuotson, and the same being read, in the 


> same, together with such surplusses of revenue as may 
+ accrue, be appropriated for the “ general welfare,” in 
| the construction of public roads and canals, and the 
” establishment of seminaries for education throughout 
* the United States : 


tee the first clause in the first resolution, in the 
following words: 


j general National Establishment of Banks throughout 
» the United States :” 


‘ rial of the President and Directors of the Bank of 
> the United States. 





: 
i 
; 
e 
"8 
y 


& 


> connectedly, had in view two broad principles; 

_ the first, to facilitate intercourse and external im- 
| provement generally ; the second, to provide the 
' means for carrying that principle into effect. He 


| proposition submitted by a member of the House. 


) ittoinvolvea great Constitutional question, which, 
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ttling the claims to land, and for surveying | the magnitude of the subject, it should first be 

pools of the land of the United States, in the | discussed in Committee of the Whole. 
Territories of Orleans and Louisiana; and that Mr. J. Nichoison said that, since he had 
the committee report by bill, or otherwise. offered the first resolution, a part of which was 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | now proposed to be referred, he had entertained 
thé Whole on the bill to extend the time for lo- | some doubts of the constitutionality of the mea- 
cating Virginia military land warrants, and for | sure, which were not yet wholly removed ; and 
returning the surveys thereon to the Secretary for | he had, therefore, no objection to the reference to 
the Department of War. The bill was reported | a Committee of the Whole for full discussion. 
with several amendments thereto; which were The motion to refer to a Committee of the 
read, and severally concurred in by the House, | Whole was negatived. 
and the bill ordered to be engrossed,and read the | The motion to refer to a select committee was 
negatived by a large majority. 

The subject, of course, still lies on the table. 


SEA-LETTER VESSELS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to prevent the issuing of 
sea-letters, except to certain vessels. 

Some desultory debate took place on the bill, 
in which Messrs. Newron, Quincy, Dana, Ma- 
RION, R. Jackson, McKim, Livermors, and Mum- 
FORD, partook; Mr. Jackson alone appearing to 
be opposed to the object of it, which was stated 
to be, to prevent those vessels, considered by our 
revenue laws as foreign vessels, from claiming 
the protection of the American flag on the sea, 
and thus favoring frauds by means of forged 
papers. 

The bill, after being amended so as to exclude 
from the operation of the law vessels now owned 
by citizens of the United States, was reported to 
the House. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Dana, it was ordered 
to lie for consideration until to-morrow. 

The bill to revive and make permanent an act 
providing the mode of taking evidence in cases 
of contested elections, and to compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses in such cases, went through a 
Committee of the Whole, and was reported to 
the House. But, before any order was taken on 
it, the House adjourned. 


NATIONAL BANKS. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion submitted on the fourth of December last, by 
following words, to wit: 

Resolved, That provision be made, by law, for a gen- 


eral National Establishment of Banks throughout the 
United States; and that the profits arising from the 


Mr. Sawyer moved to refer to a select commit- 
“ Resolved, That provision be made by law for a 


Mr. Siig suggested the propriety of refer- 
ring it to the committee appointed on the memo- 


Mr. Dana conceived that the proposition, taken 





doubted the propriety, under the idea of referring 
the subject to committees, of thus cutting up any Wepnespay, February 7. 

Ordered, That the petition and documents of 
John Davis, administrator of Samuel G. East, 
accompanying a bill for the benefit of the estate 
of Samuel G. East, be referred to the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill forthe relief of William Hastings; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. JoHNsON presented a petition of the Gov- 
ernor, Judges, and Secretary, of the Illinois Ter- 
ritory, praying to be permitted to locate such 
quantities of the land of the United States as they 


Mr. Ross moved to refer this clause to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, because he conceived 


in the first place, ought to be settled in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. The important question which 
ought to be considered, is, whether the Congress 
of the United States are vested with any author- 
ity whatever to institute or charter institutions of 
thiskind? On this pointhe did not express an opin- 
ion ; but he was confident it was a question which 
had divided the ablest heads and the best hearts 
of the country, and therefore should be maturely 
considered. are required by the tenor of their respective offices 
Mr. Love concurred with Mr. Ross in opinion | to hold, upon such terms and restrietions as Con- 
as to the importance of the Constitutional ques- | gress may deem proper to prescribe.—Referred to 
tion. By the report of the committee on the pe- | the Committee on the Public Lands. 
titions of the Banks of the District, this morning | Mr. Basserr, from the Committee on the Na- 
referred, the subject was expressly before a Com- | val Establishment of the United States, to whom 
mittee of the Whole. This motion might be re-| was referred several petitions of the officers of 
ferred to that Committee. Unquestionably, from | the Navy, presented a bill in relation to the pen- 
11th Con. 2d Srss.—44 
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sions and rations of the officers of the Navy ; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Coim- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

An engrossed bill to extend the time for locat- 
ing Virginia military warrants, and for returning 
surveys thereon to the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War, was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Love offered the following resolution, de- 
claring his object to be merely to refer it to the same 
Committee of the Whole to whom other resolu- 
tions on the same subject are referred, that it 
might come under consideration whenever the 
claim to the batture should be further considered : 

Resolved, That the United States, by virtue of their 
sovereign authority, claim and have the sole right to 
the batture situate below high water mark in the river 
Mississippi, in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the city 
of New Orleans.” 

The’ resolution was read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, to whom is committed 
the resolutions proposed by Mr. Suerrey, rela- 
tive to the said batture. 


SEA-LETTER VESSELS. 


The House took up for consideration the re- 
port of the Committee of the Whole on the bill 
‘to prevent the issuing of sea-letters, except to 
certain vessels.” 

Mr. Momrorp spoke in favor of the passage of 
the bill as going to favor American navigation and 
ship building, and to benefit the real American 
merchant. Fie was astonished that the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island (Mr. Jackson) could be 
opposed to it; as, if comparisons were allowable 
in such a case, it would tend to promote almost 
exclusively the interests of the Northern States. 

Mr. Dana explained at considerable extent the 
nature and operation of the various documents or 
muniments now furnished to American vessels 
navigating the ocean. He advocated the bill, and 
reduced the question on the expediency of the bill 
to this point: Whether the House would not say 
that the privilege of the American character 
should be confined to vessels either built in the 
United States, or captured in war by citizens and 
lawfully condemned as prize, or adjudged to be 
forfeited fora breach of the laws of the United 
States, and ownéd by citizens of the United 
States. 

Mr. R. Jackson moved an amendment, the ob- 
ject of which was to postpone till the first of June 
next the operation of the bill. 

This motion was supported by the mover, and 
by Messrs. Ross, Quincy and armies and op- 

ae hy Messrs. Mumrorp, Newron, Dana, and 
cKim. 

The reasons assigned in favor of it were, that, 
without such an amendment, the bill would have 
an extremely injurious operation on those citi- 
zens who might, without a knowledge of the law, 
purchase condemned American vessels abroad 
and bring them to the United States, where they 
would be disappointed in obtaining that privilege 
which alone could make them valuable, and 
which they had a right to expect when they pur- 
chased. It was said that many vessels, say forty 
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or fifty, were under seizure in the ports of Den. 
mark, and probably many would be condemned 
which might be purchased at a low rate by citi. 
zens, under the idea of obtaining sea-letters, whic) 
by the bill are refused. 

To this it was replied, that if the owner o; 
a condemned American vessel re-purchased hi: 
property, it was wat provided by the laws oj 
the United States that his vessel should receive , 
new register; that if any other person than the 
owner purchased, it would be a species of specula. 
tion on the property taken prize, which ought no 
to be encouraged. The amendment as proposed 
it was said, would throw wide open the door t 
the purchase, previous to the day named, of Brit. 
ish, French, Danish, Swedish, and other foreigy 
vessels, with a view to a profitable speculation 
in converting them into sea-letter vessels; and 
would thovdioes in some measure defeat the ob- 
ject of the bill, which was to put an end as soon 
as possible to this species of vessels. 

he motion to amend was negatived, 56 to 3°. 

Mr. Dana moved an amendment, which he 
thought would obviate all difficulty, viz: to ex. 
cept from the operation of the bill “ ships or ves. 
‘sels built in the United States, and arriving 
‘ within some of the ports of the United States 
‘ before the —— day of next.” This motion 
was opposed by Mr. Newronand Mr. Fisk, whv 
declared it in principle the same amendment jus. 
negatived ; and supported by Messrs, Pitkin, BR. 
Jackson, Dana and Ross. | 

The question was taken on filling the blank in 
the amendment with the first day of June, anc 
negatived, 47 to 36; with the 15th day of May 
and negatived, 54 to 41. 

Mr. Dana then accepted the first day of Maj 
as a partof the amendment; and, as amended 
the motion of Mr. Dana was finally negatived; 
yeas 56, nays 61, as follows: 


Yeas— Willis Alston, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breck. 
enridge, John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, 
wee Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samue! 
W. Dana, William Ely, James Emott, Charles Golds. 
borough, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathanie! 
A. Haven, Daniel Heister, William Helms, James Hol- 
land, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, 
Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Rober 
Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, 
Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, jr-, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Ross, Lemuel Sawyer, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smiley, William Stedman, Jame 
Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samue! 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, Ur: 
Tracy, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K 
Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, 
James Wilson. and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwel! 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown. 
Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell 
Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, 
Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph 
Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Gideon Gard: 
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oe David 8S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, jun., Edwin | stood the object of the amendment. If he did, 


Gray, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, Thomas Kenan, William Ken- 
nedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Gur- 
don 8. Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Porter, Peter 
B. Porter John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Sam- 
uel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Henry South- 
ard, Richard Stanford, John Taylor, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van Horn, Robert 
Weakley, and Richard Winn. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow. 

The following is the bill, as amended: 

“ Be tt enacted, &c., That in future no sea-letter 
or other document, certifying or proving any ship 
or vessel to be the property of a citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall be issued, except to ships or ves- 


/ sels duly registered or enrolled and licensed asships or 


) vessels of the United States, or to vessels at this time 
7 owned by citizens of the United States and already | 
» furnished with sea-letters or other custom-house docu- 


ments; any law or laws heretofore passed to the con- 
trary notwithstanding.” 


DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 
The House resumed the consideration of the | 


report of the Committee of the Whole on the bill | 
authorizing a detachment of the militia of the 


) United States. 


Mr. Dana observed that the bill provided that | 


) the quotas to be draughted from the States respect- 


ively should be apportioned according to the re- 


> turn of militia received at the office of the Depart- 


+ ment of War from each State. 


He wished to 
offer an amendment to this part of the bill, be- 


> cause from some of the States returns might have | 





its operation would be extremely unjust on the 
Southern States, whose representation was par- 
tially founded on their black as well as white 
population, and who were therefore unfortunately 
weaker than the States differently situated, if 
they were on that account to furnish more than 
their proportion in detachments of militia. 

Mr. Dana said the gentleman had understood 
his object correctly. He certainly meant, where 
the proper officers in a State had neglected their 
duty in making returns, that the quota of that 
State should be apportioned according to its ratio 
of representation. 

Mr. Key said he had no idea of inflicting on 
States a punishment of this kind because their 
officers had not made the proper returns. The 
principle would operate more injuriously than 
was necessary to enforce the laws, and he did not 
think a principle so unjust ought to be adopted 
to enforce the lawsof the Union, when other means 
of doing it were within the power of Congress. 

Mr. Desua observed that, in addition to other 
objections, such a provision would operate inju- 
riously in another respect. Since the present 
representation had been apportioned, some States 
had nearly doubled their population, and they 
would not, where returns were defective, accord- 
ing to this amendment, be called upon for their 
proper proportion. He presumed no gentleman 
could wish to prevent the Western people from 
furnishing their full quota of men for the public 
service. Such a provision as this would deprive 
his constituents of the privilege of turning out 
their proportion if their country should require 
their assistance. 

Mr. Dana said he did not know how far be- 


> been regularly received, whilst from others re- | ing draughted in the quotas of militia would be 
> turns might not have been received for six or | deemed a great privilege in the Western country ; 


seven years. The liability to be called into ser- | but, however great it was, the deprivation of 
vice to perform militia duty, Mr. D. remarked, | it would not be very injurious in those States 


was a species of capitation tax, paid not in money 


4 as the Constitution provides, apportioned among 
) the several States according to their respective 


numbers. Ifthe States were liable to militia duty 
only according to their returns, the more of their 


) citizens they exempted from militia duty, the 


smaller would be their proportion of the public 


~ but in service; and, being a direct tax, should be, 


_ burden which a requisition of militia service impo- | 


sed. The numbers of militia increased with the | 
ratio of population; and of course those States, | 
whose returns for several years past were defec- 
tive, would not bear their due proportion of this 
capitation tax. Where returns were thus want- 


; ‘ing, he presumed the most equitable mode would 


be to apportion the militia according to their rep- 
resentation in Congress. With this view he 
moved to amend the bill by adding, after the 
clause of the bill which prescribes the mode of | 
apportioning the detachment where returns are 
defective, the words “according to the ratio of 
representation for the States respectively, and by 
such other data as he shall judge equitable for 
the oo Territories.” 

Mr. Key doubted whether he correctly under- 


which had not for some years sent an inspector’s 
return of militia, nor even written a letter to the 
Secretary of War. As respected certain parts of 
the Union, where the Executives of the States 
were habituated to issue orders to the proper offi- 
ers, to inform them that the quotas should be de- 
tached and equipped, and where, on failure of at- 
tending promptly to their duty, the officers were 
liable to be tried and punished, and where the 
execution of the law wasa considerable tax on 
the citizens concerned, both as to time and prop- 
erty, he had some doubt whether it was esteemed 
avery great privilege to bedraughted from the mili- 
tia. It might be so where a sufficient number 
turned out and equipped themselves as volun- 
teers, so as to rendera draught unnecessary. The 
contribution of either property or service to the 
country, Mr. Dana said, was in the nature of 
a direct tax. The compliance with requisition 
of a quota of militia required a portion of the 
time and property of the individual, and operated 
in the nature of a capitation tax. In the part of 
the country to which he belonged the liability to 
be called into actual service was not felt asa 
privilege. The right to have a well regulated 
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militia, and to bear arms, was a right which they | ceived that it would be desirable that the tax 
claimed as a security a domestic usurpation | should be apportioned according to the real num. 


or foreign invasion. But it was felt to bea tax 
on the individual to be obliged to be equipped for 
regular militia duty, and in consequence of this 
exemptions were in some cases granted from 
other taxes. The principle of the amendment 
was, that if the States attended to their duty in 
making the proper returns of militia, no burden 
would be laid on them which was not in the 
same manner imposed on other States; if not, 
that they should contribute to this direct tax in 
proportion to their representation. 


| 
| 


bers of the militia in each State. At present the tay 
operated severely on those who were most faith. 
ful in making their returns. Returns had been 
made by some States annually, and by others 
not for two or three years. There were State; 
containing 150,000 souls which returned but 23. 
000 militia. Other States returned a greater pro- 

ortion. New Jersey, for instance, returned 33,000, 
He found by the returns that the number of ni- 
litia accumulated every year; and, of course, if 
the apportionment were to be made according to 


Mr. Troup said that the operation of the| the returns actually received, those States which 


amendment was one thing, and its principle an- 
other, and wholly different thing. The operation 
of it would be such as the gentleman, he was 
convinced, did not design; but he could not at 
the same time help condemning the principle on 
which the amendment was founded. He said he 


had always understood that the Constitution of 


the United States was the result of mutual com- 
promise and concession of privileges and rights 
on the one hand, for rights and privileges on the 
other. We (said Mr. T., alluding to the South- 
ern States) paid for our privileges, and the price 
of them is as distinctly marked in the Constitu- 
tion as the privileges themselves. And does the 
gentleman call upon us, in addition to this price, 
to pay the discriminating tax proposed by this 
amendment to be levied on us? The gentleman 
from Connecticut cannot be serious. He under- 
stands too well the Constitution of his country and 
the principles on which itisfounded. The opera- 
tion of the amendment will unquestionably be 
unequal. Connecticut is one of the Northern 
hives, and sends out annually a greater proportion, 
I make no doubt, than the natural increase of her 
population. And certainly. if the population of 
Connecticut has been stationary for the last ten 
years, whilst other States have increased and 
doubled their numbers, Connecticut will be called 
upon for her full quota, whilst other States will 
not be called upon for one half of their proper 
proportion. 

Mr. Tacimanee said he much doubted whe- 
ther the amendment which his colleague had pro- 
posed would be a correct remedy for the evil said 
to exist; it certainly, however, could not apply, if 
there were returns from all the States on which 
an apportionment could be made. A law had some 
years ago been passed in which the Executives of 
the several States were called upon to make an- 
nual returns of their militia to the General Gov- 
ernment. Mr. T. said he could hardly believe 
that there was any State in the Union which had 
not made these returns. If there was such a 
State, he said he should accord in an amendment 
which should give a more perfect clue by which 
the apportionment could be made. But he could 
not consent to mulct any one of the States for the 
neglect of its officers, in any mode which would 
operate as unequal as that proposed in the amend- 
ment. He was therefore opposed to the motion. 

Mr. Soursarp concurred in the idea, that 
militia service was a capitation tax; and cen- 


| 
| 


were punctual in making returns would have to 

y much more than their proportion of this tax. 
Phe bill under consideration he therefore thought 
unequal in its operation, and was unwilling tw 
take it in its present form. With respect to the 
amendment, however, he agreed that it was not 

roper, because of the proportion of black popu- 
ation presented in some of the States. Wishing 
time to consider of the best mode of amending 
the bill, he moved to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the subject till to-morrow. 

Mr. Key said that although the argument of 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Dana) 
was a very ingenious one, it was not correct. 
The ingenuity, said Mr. K., is in this: he con- 
tends that militia duty is personal service, and as 
such that it is a capitation tax ; and, assuming as 
correct the principle that it is a capitation tax. 
that it should be apportioned according to repre- 
sentation. In the quota of taxes, sir, we pay for 
our blacks; we pay a proportional tax according 
to the ratio of representation, as the Constitution 
directs. But the argument is incorrect in this: 
Our laws provide that free white males alone 
shall perform militia duty ; and the States respec- 
tively pay their full proportion of that duty when 
they bring forward their proportion of white popu- 
lation. The gentleman wishes us to perform this 
duty not according to our own white population, 
but according to our representation. But every- 
thing is retained to the States respectively, or to 
the people, which is not taken from them by the 
Constitution—and I call upon gentlemen to show 
what part of the Constitution says that the South- 
ern States shall bring forward for militia duty 
more than their proportion of white population. 
The Constitution being silent on this point, the 
argument cannot be correct. Representation and 
direct taxation are precisely specified and linked 
together in the Constitution ; but, because inilitia 
duty is said to be in the nature of a capitation 
tax, it does not follow that it should be appor- 
tioned according to representation. The conclu- 
sion does not flow from the premises. 

The question was taken on postponing the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill ull to-morrow, and 
carried. And the House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, February 8. 


A motion was made by Mr. Livinasron, tha! 
the House do now adjourn ; and the question be- 
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ing taken thereon, it was determined in the neg- 
ative—yeas 4, nays 83. ye 

An engrossed bill to prevent the issuing of sea- 
letters, except to certain vessels, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, the bill from the Sen- 
ate in addition to an act to regulate the laying 
out and making a road from Cumberland in the 
State of Maryland to the State of Ohio, was 

assed through a Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading to- 
morrow. 
DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. Dana’s amendment yet under consider- 
ation— 

Mr. Troup moved to amend it by adding the 
| following words, declaring his object to be merely, 
' by showing how improper the one proposition 
_ was, to display more strikingly the deformity of 
| the other: 

“And that the State of Connecticut, in consideration 


| ofher admission to the Senate of the United States, on 


terms of equality with the States of New York and 
Pennsylvania without equivalent concession, be re- 
quired to furnish a quota of militia proportioned to her 
representation in that body.” 

Messrs. Burver, Pickman, Troup, TALLMADGE, 
TayLor and Smits, opposed Mr. Dana’s amend- 
ment, and Mr. Dana and Mr. Ross supported it. 

Mr. TattmMance read an extract of a letter 
which he had this day received from the Secre- 
tary of War, containing information to this effect : 
“There is no State in the Union which has not 
made its returns of militia according to law.” 

Mr. Quincy made a motion superseding the 
motions under consideration, viz: to strike out 
that part of the bill providing for cases of deficient 
returns. As there was no such case, there was 
no oceasion for such a provision. 

Mr. SourHarp moved to recommit the bill 
to a select committee, with a view to inquire into 
the practicability of more equitably apportioning 
the quotas than has heretofore been done. 

The motion was carried, Messrs. SourHarp, 
Fisx, Ross, Tatumapce, and Dana, supporting 
it; and the bill was referred toa committee of 
twenty members. 


CANALS AND ROADS. 


Mr. P. B. Ponter.—I have risen, sir, for the 
purpose of asking the attention of the House toa 
subject, than whicii, I may confidently say, there 
is nO one, that regards our domestic policy, more 
important or which more loudly calls for the in- 
terposition of the National Legislature. 

The subject to which I allude, is the internal 
improvement of the United States by roads and 
canals. And I intend, before I sit down, to offer 
a resolution, the object of which will be to ascer- 
tain the sense of the House in relation to the ex- 
ener of appropriating a part of the public 

ands to such improvements. 

Iam not in the habit of trespassing upon the 
patience of the House, and I am sure that no 
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apology will be required for the time I may oc- 
cupy in presenting such general views of this sub- 
ject, as the importance of it seems, in my opin- 
ion, to demand. I know that the time of the 
House is precious—I am aware that there are 
many matters connected with our foreign rela- 
tions, that have strong claims to its attention; 
but they surely ought not to exclude every other 
subject of legislation. I have the honor to repre- 
sent a portion of the country which is perhaps as 
little affected by our exterior commercial rela- 
tions as any -~ of the United States; and yet 
I listen, with great attention and interest, to 
the various plans and propositions which are 
daily submitted, and discussed in this House, 
and with which indeed its time is almost exclu- 
sively occupied, for the protection and security 
of commerce; and I trust that I shall show by 
my vote, on every proper occasion, that I con- 
sider my constituents as bound to support with 
their persons and their property, and to the last 
extremity, the just rights of this country. On 
the other hand, I have a right to expect that the 
gentlemen who represent the mercantile interest 
will not only hear with patience the proposition 
Iam about to submit, but that they will thank 
me for the fair opportunity, I intend to afford 
them, of proving the sincerity of those professions 
which we hear so often and so loudly made on 
this floor, in favor of the agricultural interest. 
The gentlemen tell us that commerce is only the 
handmaid of agriculture; and that their zeal to 
protect commerce arises merely from a desire to, 
promote, through its instrumentality, the great 
interests of agriculture. I shall not question the 
sincerity of these declarations, nor the correct- 
ness of the principle they assert; but it is to be 
presumed that the gentlemen will be as willing 
to give a direct encouragement to agriculture, as 
to do it indirectly through the medium of com- 
merce. 

It will be recollected that a bill was some days 
ago laid on your table, from the Senate, embrae- 
ing the subject of roads and canals. What course 
this bill has already taken, or what may be its ulti- 
mate fate in that House, were it possible for me to 
conjecture, it would be improper for me to state 
in this place, especially in the present state of my 
feelings on that subject. I maintain this bill only 
because I had some little share tn producing it, in 
the form in which it appears on your table, and 
in which it originally appeared in the Senate; 
and because it therefore shows my ideas of a 
practical mode of carrying the objects of the 
resolution into effect. And I must beg the House 
to bear in mind the provisions of that bill, in 
weighing the observations which I am about to 
offer, should these observations be so fortunate as 
to gain the ear of the House. 

lt is possible that some of the views which I 
am about to take of this subject may be con- 
sidered as too extravagant and remote, and that 
they may at first even wear the appearance of 
affectation; I hope, however, it will be recollected 
that the subject is in itself of vast magnitude and 
extent; and that, in order to speak of it with any 
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degree of justice, it will be necessary to consider it 
in reference to the great and correspondent effects 
which it is calculated to produce. And permit 
me, in the first place, to say, sir, that some great 
system of internal navigation, such as is contem- 
plated in the bill introduced into the Senate, is 
not only an object of the first consequence to the 
future prosperity of this country, considered as a 
measure of political economy, but as a measure 
of State policy it is indispensable to the preserva- 
tion of the integrity of this Government. 

The United Btaies have for twenty years past 
been favored in their external commerce, in a 
manner unequalled perhaps in the history of the 
world. Our citizens have not only grown rich, 
but they have almost gone mad in pursuit of this 
commerce. Such have been its temptations, as 
to engage in it almost the whole of the floating 
capital of the country, and a great part of its en- 
terprise; and every other occupation has been 
considered as secondary and subordinate. This 
extraordinary success of commerce has been 
owing partly to our local situation, partly to 
the native enterprise of our citizens, but pri- 
marily to the unparalleled succession of events 
in Europe. The course of these events, before 
sO propitious to our interests, has of late very 
materially changed, and with it has changed 
the tide of our commercial prosperity. I am 
far however from believing that this sudden re- 
verse may not eventually prove fortunate for 
the true interest of the United States. The em- 
barrassments which the belligerents have thrown 
in the way of our external commerce, have 
turned the attention of the people of this coun- 
try to their own internal resources. And in 
viewing these resources we perceive with pride 
that there is no country on earth which, in the 
fertility of its soil, the extent and variety of its 
climate and productions, affords the means of 
national wealth and greatness in the measure 
they are enjoyed by the people of the United 
States. If these means are properly fostered and 
encouraged by a liberal and enlightened policy, 
we shall soon be able not only to defend our in- 
dependence at home, which however I confi- 
dently trust we have now both the ability and 
the disposition to do, notwithstanding the fears 
that are attempted to be excited on this subject, 
but we shall be able to protect our foreign com- 
merce against the united power of the world. 
One great object of the system 1am about to 
propose, is to unlock these internal resources— 
to enable the citizen of one part of the United 
States to exchange his products for those of 
another, and to open a great internal commerce, 
which is acknowledged by all who profess any 
skill in the science of political economy to be 
much more profitable and advantageous, than 
the most favored external commerce which we 
eould enjoy. The system, however, has another 
object in view not less important. 

The people of the United States are divided, by 
a caeeienl line, into two great and dis- 
tinct sections. The people who live along the 
Atlantic on the east side of the Alleghany moun- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Canals and Roads. 


tains, and who compose the three great classes 





1388 


FEepruary, 1810, 








of merchants, manufacturers, and agriculturists, 
and those who occupy the west side of those 
mountains, who are exclusively agriculturists, 
This diversity and supposed contrariety of ip- 
terest and pursuit between the people of these 
two great divisions of country, and the difference 
of character to which these occupatiorts give rise, 
it has been confidently asserted and is still be- 
lieved by many, will lead to a separation of the 
United States at no very distant day. In my 
humble opinion, sir, this very diversity of interest 
will, if skilfully managed, be the means of pro- 
ducing a closer and more intimate union of the 
States. It will be obviously for the interests of 
the interior States to exchange the great surplus 
products of their lands, and the raw materials of 
manufactures, for the merchandise and manv- 
factured articles of the Eastern States; and on the 
other hand, the interests of the merchants and 
manufacturers of the Atlantic will be equally 
promoted by this internal commerce; and it is 
by promoting this commerce, by encouraging and 
facilitating this intercourse—it is by producing 
a mutual dependence of interests between these 
two great sections, and by these means only, that 
the United States can ever be kept together. 
The great evil, and it is a serious one indeed, 
sir, under which the inhabitants of the Western 
country labor, arises from the want of a market. 
There is no place where the great staple articles 
for the use of civilized life can be produced in 
greater abundance or with greater ease. And yet, 
as respects most of the luxuries and many of the 
conveniences of life, the people are poor. They 
have no vent for their produce at home; be- 
cause, being all agriculturists, they produce 
alike the same articles with the same facility; 
and such is the present difficulty and expense of 
transporting their produce to an Atlantic port, 
that little benefits are realized from that quarter. 
The single circumstance, of the want of a mar- 
ket, is already beginning to produce the most dis- 
astrous effects, not only on the industry but upon 
the morals of the inhabitants. Such is the fer- 
tility of their lands, that one half of their time 
spent in labor js sufficient to produce every ar- 
ticle, which their farms are capable of yielding 
in sufficient quantities, for their own consump- 
tion, and there is nothing to incite them to pro- 
duce more. They are, therefore, naturally led to 
spend the other part of their time in idleness and 
dissipation. Their increase in numbers, and the 
ease with which children are brought up and fed, 
far from encouraging them to become manufac- 
rers for themselves, puts at a great distance the 
time when, quitting the freedom and indepen- 
dence of masters of the soil, they will submit 
to the labor and confinement of manufacturers. 
This, sir, is the true situation of the western ag- 
riculturist. It becomes then an object of na- 
tional importance, far outweighing almost every 
other that can occupy the attention of this House, 
to inquire whether the evils incident to this state 
of things may not be removed, by opening a great 
navigable canal from the Atlantic to the Western 
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States; and thus promoting the natural connex- ' the Ohio, and its various waters would be sup- 


ion and intercourse between the farmer and the | 
merchant, so highly conducive to the interests of 
both. This brings me more immediately to the | 
object of the resolution which I shall have the | 
honor to submit. And I must beg the indul- | 
gence of the House while I attempt to show, | 
by a geographical detail, not only the importance | 
but the practicability of such navigation. 

The great ranges of mountain, continued from 
the circular mountain in Georgia on the south, 
to the Mohawk river in the State of New York, | 
on the north, intercept and destroy the naviga- 
tion of all the rivers which discharge into the | 
Atlantic and approach the Western country. 
But when you have passed these mountains from 
the Atlantic, that country opens a scene of natu- 
ral internal navigation unequalled in the world. 
The face of the country is so uniformly level as 
to make almost every small stream, by which it 
is intersected, navigable for boats of considerable 
size. The chainof Western lakes, extending from 
the northeastern extremity of Lake Ontario to the 
southwestern termination of Lake Michigan, af- 
fords now an excellent navigation, for vessels 
drawing ten feet of water, of fourteen hundred 
miles in extent—uninterrupted, except by the falls 
and rapids of Niagara, a distance of only eight 
miles. To the south and west of these lakes the 
waters of the Ohio and Mississippi approach 
within short distances of, and are interlocked by 
the waters of the lakes. The lands along these 
dividing waters are generally level; and the 
rivers are navigable and might be connected by 
short canals at little expense. I will mention 
some of the principal points at which these con- 
nexions might be formed. 

On the southwestern part of Lake Erie, in the 
State of New York, there is a portage of eight 
wiles from that lake, called the Chatauqua. The 
Chatauqua is the reservoir or source of one of 
the branches of the Alleghany river, and this 
stream is navigable from the lake to Pittsburg, 
on the Ohio, for boats of thirty tons burden. 
The waters of the Chatauqua are higher than 
those of Lake Erie, to which there is a gradual 
and regular descent of land; and a canal might 
be opened between them at a very moderate ex- 
pense. 

On the south side of Lake Erie, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, there is another portage of fifteen 
miles over an artificial road, from Presqu’isle to 
French creek, another branch of the Alleghany, 
and which is also navigable for boats carrying 
200 barrels. Over these two portages was sent, | 
during the last summer, more than 100,000 bush- 
els of salt, manufactured in the interior of the 
State of New York, and transported through lakes | 
Ontario and Erie, across these portages and down 
to Pittsburg, for the use of the inhabitants of the 


plied with that great and necessary article of life, 
fifty per cent. cheaper than it now costs them. 

About 100 miles to the west of Presqu’isle, 
in the State of Ohio, the river Cuyahoga opens a 
good boat navigation from Lake Erie to within 
six or eight miles of the navigable waters of the 
Muskingum ; and | understand that a communi- 
cation is about to be opened between them, either 
by means of a canal, or an artificial road, under 
the patronage of the Legislature of that State. 

About 150 miles still further to the west, in the 
Territories of Michigan and Indiana, other com- 
munications may be formed between the waters. 
of the Miami of Lake Erie, and the Wabash and 
Miami of the Ohio. 

At the southwestern extremity of Lake Michi- 
gan, the most inconsiderable expense would open 
a canal between the waters of that lake and the 
Illinois river, one of the principal branches of the 
Mississippi. Nature has already made this con- 
nexion nearly complete; and it is not uncommon 
for boats, in the Spring of the year, to pass from 
the lake into the Illinois, and from thence by the 
waters of the Illinois and Mississippi to New Or- 
leans, without being taken out of the water. 

Further to the north, a connexion might be 
formed with nearly the same facility between 
the waters of the Fox river which discharges 
into Green Bay, and the Wisconsin, another 
branch of the Mississippi; and the lands adjacent 
to these rivers are said to be uncommonly rich 
and fertile. 

From this view of the Western country, and 
the great extent of its natural internal navigation, 
we perceive the advantages to be derived by 
Opening it to the Atlantic by a great canal; and 
we discover also, at the same time, that it is not 
very important to the inhabitants, by what line 
this canal approaches them, as their interests 
would be almost equally promoted by any route 
that might be adopted. I presume, however, there 
can be no doubt on this point. 

The Alleghany mountains have a uniform ele- 
vation of about 3,000 feet above the level of the 
tide. Their bases, together with those of their 
parallel ridges, occupy a distance, transversely, of 
about 100 miles. They present a barrier to the 
opening of any continued navigation from the 
Middle States to the Western country, which. if 
not beyond the reach of art, it is certainly far be- 
yond that of our present national resources to sur- 
mount. An inspection of the map will at once 
point out this leading fact. To unite the highest 
navigable waters on each side of the mountains, 
by good roads, is all that can for some years, and 
perhaps for some centuries, be attempted; and 
very valuable communications may be opened in 
this way. 

To the south and west of these mountains, the 


Ohio and its tributary streams. This salt trade | river Mississippi affords an invaluable descending 
was commenced aliout seven years ago, and has | navigation to the inhabitants of the vast coun- 
been increasing ever since, at the rate of twenty- | tries which it traverses. But, such is the great 
five per cent.a year. And if the great line of | extent of that river, and the uniform rapidity of 
navigation, to which I shall presently call the at-| its current, that great doubts are entertained 
tention of the House, were opened, the people of | whether it can ever be made a valuable ascend- 
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ing navigation. It certainly cannot, in the pres- 
ent state of the science of navigation, even with 
the improvements of the steamboat. To the north, 
still more important difficulties present them- 
selyes in the navigation of the St. Lawrence. 
One of these is found in the great rapids of that 
river, and another in the severity of the climate, 
which is such as to shut up the mouth of the 
river with ice, for six or seven months in a year. 
The only practicable route for an ascending nav- 
igation to the lakes, is by way of the Hudson 
and Mohawk, in the State of New York, the 
Hudson being the only river whose tide waters 
flow above the Blue Ridge, or eastern chain of 
mountains. The Moliawk rises in the level lands 
of the Western country, in the vicinity of Lake 
Ontario, from whence it takes an easterly direc- 
tion for about 140 miles near to Albany, the seat 
of government of tlie State of New York where 
it passes around the northern extremity of the 
western chain of Allegany mountains, and falls 
into the Hudson. From thence the two rivers 
united take a southerly course, and, breaking 
through the east chain of mountains, commonly 
called the Blue Ridge, at West Point, fall into 
the Atlantic at New York. The Hudson is nav- 
igable from New York to the mouth of the Mo- 
hawk, a distance of 170 miles, for sloops drawing 
from eight to ten feet of water. The Mohawk is 
a river of respectable size, and for most of its dis- 
tance deep and navigable; but its navigation is 
occasionally interrupted by falls. A canal of any 
extent may be made along the margin of this 
river, and supplied with its waters, as high as 
Rome, which is one hundred and twenty miles 
from its mouth. From Rome a canal of one and 
an half mile in length, over lands which do not 
rise more than nine feet above the bed of the 
river, will connect it with the waters of Lake 
Ontario, down which the canal may be continued 
(about sixty miles) to the lake. The highest 
elevation of this canal, at Rome, would be less 
than 400 feet above the tide-waters of the Hud- 
son, and less than 200 above the surface of Lake 
Ontario. The whole expense of this canal, from 
the Hudson to the lake, is estimated by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in his very able report to 
the Senate of April, 1808, on the subject of roads 
and canals, at $2,200,000; and I will take the lib- 
erty to recommend to the members of this House 
the perusal of that report, as containing a fund of 
the most useful geographical and other informa- 
tion, which, on every subject of political econ- 
omy, that gentleman is so eminently qualified to 
im part. 

rom the place where this canal would con- 
nect with Lake Ontario, there is a ship naviga- 
tion of two hundred miles to the falls of Niagara. 
A canal, with locks sufficiently large for the vessels 
that navigate the lakes, might be opened around 
these falls, at an expense, estimated by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury at one million of dollars. 
From the Niagara river there is again a ship 
navigation to every part of Lake Erie. It is pre- 
sumed that a canal might be opened from Lake 
Erie to the Ohio, for the sum of five hundred thou- 
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sand dollars, and another canal cut around the falls 
of the Ohio, for the like sum of five hundred thou. 
sand dollats. And from the falls of the Ohio 
there is a good navigation of near two thousand 
miles to the Gulf of Mexico. And thus, sir, for 
the sum of $4,200,000, a great circumnavigation 
might be formed, embracing the principal part of 
the United States and their Territories ; and con- 
necting in its course, by navigable waters, the 
whole of the western and Atlantic countries. 
This canal would open to the navigation of 
the Atlantic on the lakes above, (inclusive of 
Lake Superior, the navigation to which is 
now obstructed by a short rapid in the river Si. 
Mary’s which connects it with Lake Huron; 
but which obstruction might be removed by an 
expence of thirty or forty thousand dollars, )— 
I say, sir, it would open to the navigation of 
the Atlantic on the lakes above, a coast of be- 
tween five and six thousand miles, of as fine and 
fertile country as any in the world. And it 
would open on the Mississippi, and its various 
waters, a country not less fertile and still more 
extensive. How many hundred millions of dol- 
lars such an operation would add to the solid 
wealth of the Western country, I will not ven- 
ture to conjecture. But, sir, ] may well say, that 
there is no work in the power of man, which 
would give such life, such vigor, such enterprise 
and such riches to the citizens of that country, 
as the execution of this canal. The inhabitants 
near the lakes would have a direct communica- 
tion to and from New York, by means of the 
caval, and the effect of it would be to double the 
price of their produce, and to add three or four 
hundred per cent. to the value of their lands. 
The people of the Ohio and Mississippi would 
descend with their produce to New Orleans and 
to any port on the Atlantic, from whence they 
might return with the articles received in ex- 
change by way of Hudson and the lakes to their 
own homes. The idea of benefiting the people 
of the Ohio and Mississippi to any great extent 
by this Northern navigation, may perhaps, at first, 
appear visionary; but I can state it as a fact, 
that even at this time, under all the disadvantages 
of that route, goods may be transported from the 
city of New York, by the way of the Hudsou 
and the lakes, to any part of the Ohio, and to all 
those parts of the Mississippi above its confluence 
with the Ohio, at as cheap a rate as they can be 
transported from any port on the Atlantic. by 
any other route. The effect of opening this navi- 
gation would then be to reduce the price of trans- 
portation to those parts of the country at least 
fifty and probably seventy-five per cent. Another 
important advantage, independent of the generai 
commerce of the lakes, would be felt in the re- 
duction of at least fifty per cent. in the price of 
salt. The salt springs in the State of New York. 
are within a few miles of the proposed line of 
circumnavigation, and are connected with it bya 
navigable river. This article may be manufac- 
tured at those springs in sufficient quantities for 
the whole of the population of the United States. 
and it is now sold there for twenty-five and thirty 
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cents a bushel; but such is the present expense of 
transportation that it sells in the Pittsburg market 
for two dollars a bushel. If the effect of opening a 
eanal navigation were only to reduce the price 
at Pittsburg to one dollar, it would make a sav- 
ing on the quantity now sent to that market of 
one hundred thousand dollars a year. But, sir, 
aside from all the pecuniary benefits I have men- 
tioned, the great political effeet of this work 
would be—by opening extensive communica- 
tions, encouraging intercourse, and promoting 
connexions between the various ports of the At- 
lantic and Western States, to subdue local jea- 
lousies, and to bind the Union together with the 
indissoluble ties of interest and friendship. 

There may be some, sir, whose fears to do any- 
thing which shall diminish the national resources, 
may incline them to reject this system of internal 
improvement at the first view, on account of the 
magnitude of its expense. Let me ask these 
gentlemen to give themselves the trouble to trace 
the consequences of this system on the public 
wealth, and they will soon be satisfied that there 
are no possible means by which the aggregate 
value of the landed property of the United States 
could be so certainly increased, as by the appli- 
cation of part of these lands to the purposes of 
opening the great inland navigation which 1 have 
before described. The immediate and necessary 
effect of which would be, to enhance the value 
of the remaining part to an almost inconceivable 
extent 

I have been somewhat conversant with the in- 
terests of the great private landholders of the 
Western country. They are a class of people 
whose sagacity in discovering and industry in 
pursuing the means of accumulating wealth are 
not to be questioned. When they undertake the 
sale and settlement of wild lands, there is no 
policy so well understood or so generally adopted 
as that of opening easy and extensive communi- 
cations, through the different parts of their lands, 
and of facilitating the approaches to them, by 
means of good roads. And for every dollar they 
expend in these roads, or indeed, in almost any 
other public improvement, they are sure to be re- 
munerated three or four hundred per cent. in the 
a. value which is thereby given to these 

ands, 

The United States are owners of about two hun- 
dred and fifty million acres of land in the West- 
ern country, independent of Louisiana. More than 
one hundred million acres lie in the vicinity of the 
lakes. The public lands occupy a coast on the 
lakes of more than two thousand six hundred 
miles in extent, inclusive of the navigable straits 
by which they are connected; but exclusive of 
the numerous and extensive islands abounding, 
more. or less, in all of them. Taking thirty | 
miles in breadth along this coast, will give about 
fifty millions of acres of public land, the most 
remote of which is within thirty miles of the 
navigable waters of the lakes. A canal might be 
effected from the Atlantic to the lakes by an ap- 
propriation of one million of acres to that object. 
And this, not by an actual sinking or sacrifice of 
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the price of the land, but by a conversion of it 
into canal stoek, which stock would in all proba- 
bility be more productive and more valuable than 
the land itself. And the effect of opening this 
navigation would be to enhance the value of the 
remaining forty-nine millions, some hundreds 
percent. The value of land must depend upon 
the value of its produce. or, to speak with more 
precision, upon the profits which this produce 
will yield to the agriculturist. To show the 
effect of opening this navigation on these profits, 
I will instance the article of wheat, which is one 
of the great staple articles of the lake country, 
and is produced there with greater certainty and 
in greater perfection than in any other part of 
the United States. The average price of a bushel 
of wheat on the lakes is fifty cents. This depres- 
sion of price is owing solely to the present expenses 
of conveying it tomarket. [t costs from seventy- 
five to one hundred cents, to transport a bushei 
of wheat from the lakes to New York, which is 
its nearest American market. If a canal were 
cut from the Hudsvn to the lakes, there can be no 
doubt but it would reduce the expense of trans- 
portation from seventy-five and one hundred as 
low, at least as twenty-five cents; and the effect 
would be to add the saving in transportation to 
the price of the article, and wheat would then be 
worth on the lakes one dollar instead of fifty 
cents a bushel. But it costs the farmer from 
thirty to forty cents to produce a bushel of wheat. 
When, therefore, he sells for fifty cents, his pro- 
fits are only from ten totwenty cents. Whereas, 
if he could sell for one dollar his profits would be 
from sixty to seventy cents. The effect then of 
opening this navigation would be to increase the 
profits of the farmer from four to six hundred per 
cent., and the value of land ought to rise in the 
same proportion. But suppose it should only 
double the value of lands, (and this is an effect 
not to be doubted.) what would be the result 
as respects the property of the United States? 
Why, sir, the fifty millions of acres on the lakes, 
which are now worth fifty millions of dollars 
would immediately become worth one hundred 
millions. And thus, besides performing a great 
and imperious duty, which as a Government we 
owe to the people of the Western country, we 
should by this operation, as mere proprietors of 
the soil, and in a matter of pecuniary speculation, 
advance the public property fifty millions of 
dollars! 

But, sir, there are some gentlemen who are 
friendly to this system of internal improvement, 
but who think the present time inauspicious to 
such an undertaking, on account of the reduced 
state of the Treasury. 

To this objection I would answer, first, that 
the means by which it is proposed to carry on 
these improvements, are such as are not calcu- 
lated to make any sensible impression on the 
revenue. And, secondly, that the bare increase 
of the sales of land, which would be effected in 
consequence of undertaking these works, would 
more than supply the drains on the Treasury in 
constructing them. I do not know that I can 
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demonstrate the truth of this last position to the 


satisfaction of the House; but there is not the 
shade of a doubt on my mind, but the mere 
undertaking of a great canal from the Atlantic 
to the lakes, under the auspices of the General 
Government, would, in a very short time, cause 
the sale of more land than would be sufficient to 
accomplish the whole of the improvements con- 
templated in the bill before the Senate. 

The expense of executing the whole of the 
works enumerated in that bill, is estimated at 
sixteen millions of dollars. This is not a mere 
random estimate of my own. It has been formed 
from the best information which the Secretary of 
the Treasury has been able to collect on this sub- 
ject, by a gentleman (Mr. Latrobe) who, as an 
experienced as well as scientific engineer, is con- 
fessedly superior to any other in this country. 
The estimate was intended to be a liberal one, 
and to show the maximum price which the works 
could cost. If the United States were to be in- 
terested one half in these works, their subscription 
would amount to eight millions of dollars. The 
proposed plan, however, does not contemplate the 
payment of the principal sum out of, nor to make 
it chargeable upon our ordinary revenue. But it 
provides that, when moneys shall be wanted to 
carry on these internal improvements, certificates 
shall be issued from the Treasury, bearing an in- 
terest of six per centum, redeemable eventually 
out of the proceeds of a particular tract of land 
set apart, to be sold for that purpose. These cer- 
tificates may be sold in market, or they may be 
immediately applied to the purposes for which 
they shall be issued. 

Suppose, then, that the whole of these works 
were to be undertaken immediately, and com- 
pleted within ten years; and suppose, too, that 
no moneys should be received from the sales of 
the hypothecated lands. Thecalls on the Treas- 
ury would then be. 


For the first year- - - - = $48000 
second - - . = - - 96000 
third - - - - - 144 000 
fifth - - - - - 240 000 


tenth - = 480000 
which sum of $480,000 is the interest of the 
whole principal sum of eight millions. And this, 
sir, would not be a wary large sum, compared to 
the magnitude of the object, and to the extent of 
our revenue; especially when it is considered 
that, after one year from this time, and before 
the effect of such an appropriation could be felt, 
our revenue will be relieved from the payment 
of two millions of dollars, and after two years, 
from the payment of four millions of dollars an- 
nually, in consequence of the reductions which 
will then have taken place in the principal of the 
national debt. 

But it is to be presumed that not more than 
one-third of these works would be undertaken 
immediately ; and that these would be completed 
before any others are begun. The works, as fast 
as they shall be completed, will be drawing a toll, 
equal at least, it is presumed, to the interest of 
the money they cost; and, in this way, the Treas- 
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ury will be relieved from the payment of that in. 
terest. Upon this calculation, the United States 
would never have to pay, in any one year, a 
greater sum than the interest of one-third of the 
principal sum of eight millions of dollars; and, ip 
this case, the calls on the Treasury would be— 
supposing again that no aids were derived from 
the sale of lands—as follow: 


For the first year - - - = += $16,000 
second - - - - - 32,000 
third Shy at ahem use - 48,000 
fifth- - mucit 40 - = 80,000 


tenth - wth - - 160,000 
the highest sum called for in any one year. 

Let us now see what will be the probable 
amount of the sale of land, within a given pe- 
riod, to forward the execution of these improve- 
ments. 

The present population of the United States 
is estimated at seven and a half millions. It is 
well ascertained that our population doubles once 
in twenty-three years ; and it certainly is increas- 
ing, at this time, in as high a ratio as at any for- 
mer period. According to a calculation of Mr. 
Blodget, (in his statistical tables,) something 
more than one-third of the increasing population 
of the United States is constantly migrating to 
the Western country. One-third of the increased 
population, (or that portion which will migrate, ) 
for the next twenty-three years, will amount to 
two and a half millions. But suppose that only 
two millions should emigrate, cod that only one 
million of these should settle on the public lands. 
This population would require fifty millions of 
acres, or fifty acres to each person, which is about 
the average quantity taken by new settlers; and 
it would bring into the Treasury, in the space of 
twenty-three years, the enormous sum of one 
hundred millions of dollars, upon the supposition 
that the whole of the land should be purchased 
at the minimum price of two dollars an acre. It 
is probable, however, that it will sell much high- 
er; and, if so, the aggregate amount of the sum 
will be increased in proportion to the increase of 
the price. 

Such a demand for new lands may appear ex- 
travagant to those who have not attended to the 
progressive population and settlement of the Uni- 
ted States for the last twenty years. A moment’s 
recurrence to a few well known facts on this sub- 
ject, will show that such a demand is not only 
probable, but that, unless some great national 
calamity befall us, it is certain. The population 
of the State of New York has considerably more 
than doubled within the last twenty years, Up- 
wards of fifteen millions of acres, in the western 
part of that State, which, twenty years ago, 
formed a dreary and uninhabited wilderness, are 
now covered by settlements, and compose one of 
the most flourishing parts of the United States. 
Population and settlement have progressed nearly 
or quite to the same extent in the northern and 
western parts of the State of Pennsylvania. 
That tract of country which now forms the State 
of Ohio, did not contain, twenty years ago, one 
thousand inhabitants; and now it has a popula- 
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tion of more than two hundred thousand. The|In 1804to_~ - . - - 


great States of Kentucky and Tennessee have 
been almost wholly peopled within the same pe- 
reod; and it is not extravagant to say that more 
than one hundred millions of acres have been 
actually purchased and occupied within the last 
twenty years in the Western country. 

It is true, sir, that the rate at which the public 
lands are now, and have been for some time past, 
selling, is not such as to warrant the calculation 
I have made as to future sales ; but the causes of 
these sales being so contracted are obvious. One 
principal cause, which however will immediately 
cease to operate, because it is ceasing to be a fact, 
has been that the public lands were remote from 
the inhabited parts of the country. Settlements 
will always be regular and progressive. People 
accustomed to the pleasures and advantages of 
society do not choose to remove far into the wil- 
derness when they can purchase lands in the 
vicinity of old settlements. Several of the indi- 
vidual States have held large tracts of wild land, 
which, being more contiguous to settlements, 
came, of course, first into market. But the lands 
of the individual States, especially to the north- 
ward, are now nearly all occupied. The State 
of New York, for instance, has but few new 
lands. Settlement, in that State, has advanced 
to its western extremity. The same is’ the case 
with Pennsylvania; and the whole of the im- 
mense emigration from the Northern and Middle 
States will be immediately pressing upon the pub- 
lic lands. Another reason for the paucity of 
sales is, that we have no lands in market calcu- 
lated for this Northern emigration. The lands 
on the Lakes are shut up. We have no lands for 
sale further north than the south part of the State 
of Ohio, and that is too low a latitude for most of 
the Northern population. 

Another impediment to the sales of public 
lands arises from the circumstance that you will 
receive nothing but specie in payment for them. 
The people who migrate to new countries are, 
with few exceptions, of the poorer class. They 
rarely have more than property sufficient to trans- 
port their families to their new places of resi- 
dence; to construct a few temporary accommo- 
dations, and to subsist themselves and families 
until their farms become productive. They then 
calculate to pay for their farms by the produce of 
them. But the products of the public lands, in 
their present occluded situation, will not com- 
mand money, and settlers are therefore deterred 
from purchasing. If, instead of* confining the 
payments to money, you were to undertake this 
system of internal improvement, and issue paper 
receivable at the land offices, the additional facili- 
ties which this would afford to payments would 
not only bring back this paper into the Treasury, 
but large sums of money with it. To show the 
effect of such a policy, I need only refer to a com- 
parative view of the sales of public lands during 
the time when the evidences of the public debt 
were receivable in payment for lands, and the 
sales that have taken place since that period. The 
sales in the year 1803 amounted to 199,080 acres. 
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During the whole of this time the public paper 
was received in payment. The amount of sales 
was increasing near one hundred per cent. yearly, 
and would probably have continued to increase 
in the same ratio to this time, had the same quan- 
tity of public debt been kept afloat, and had it 
continued to be received at the land offices. But, 
sir, in April, 1806, a law was passed prohibiting 
the further receipt of the public debt, in payment 
for land, and the consequence was that the sales 
diminished— 

In 1806 to - - - . 
1807 to - - - - 
1808 to - - - - 
1809to- - - = = 143409 do. 

The sales thus retrograding in amount in about 
the same ratio in which they had before advanced, 
and this for no other assignable cause than what 
that law furnishes. But, sir, the grand and all- 
important operation by which only you can make 
extensive and effectual sales of the public lands, 
is to open the produce of them to market, and in 
this way to make them pay for themselves. Do 
this, and not only settlers, but moneyed men, will 
become purchasers. There are now thousands, 
and, I may say, millions of dollars, in the North- 
ern States, ready to be invested in lands on the 
Lakes, the moment a value shall be stamped on 
them, by the certainty that they will be speedily 
opened to the navigation of the Atlantic. Let 
the United States and the State of New York 
undertake a canal from the Hudson to the Lakes; 
and, so far from draining your Treasury bY the 
operation, it will give you in five years, I pledge 
my reputation on it, an overflowing Treasury. 
There can be no mistake about this business, sir; 
it is a matter of plain calculation. 

The Government of the State of New York 
have long seen the advantages of such a naviga- 
tion, and they have been for several years desi- 
rous of undertaking this canal. They wait only 
in the expectation that the General Government 
will aid them in this great work; and this is cer- 
tainly a just and reasonable expectation, inas- 
much as the work would benefit the property of 
the United States to a much greater extent than 
that of the State of New York. 

The present time, far from being unpropitious 
to the undertaking of this measure of internal im- 
provement, in my opinion, is peculiarly fortunate. 

The great commercial capitals which have 
been thrown out of employment by the stagnation 
of foreign commerce are now idle, and might be 
engaged in these improvements by a little atten- 
tion on the part of Government; and if they 
could be so engaged, they would continue to give 
support to a vast number of our sailors and other 
laborers, who have hitherto been employed in 
the subordinate occupations of commerce, but 
who have also been thrown out of employment 
by the stagnation of that commerce. 

If I had not already drawn too largely upon 
the time of the House, I could point out other 
advantages resulting from this system of improve- 
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ment not less important than those I have already 
mentioned. I could show that it would bring 
into the Treasury, perhaps some millions of dol- 
lars yearly, by the increase of duties on imports. 
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them to market. Every motive of interest and 
policy unites in urging the Government to under. 
take this system of internal improvement. It is 
a subject too vast to be accomplished by individ- 


The great additional quantities of produce which | ual enterprise. The means of the citizens of the 


would be thrown into market through these roads 
and canals, would be exchanged for foreign mer- 
chandise, which is subject to heavy duties; and 
from which most of our present revenues are de- 
rived. I could show, also, the great advantages 
which, in a military point of view, would result 
from these improvements. If the United States 
were to he engaged in a war, we are equally vul- 


nerable and equally liable to be assailed, at half | which they will be able to pay. 
| ges which these outlets for their produce will 


a dozen different points, some hundreds and even 
thousands of miles distant from each other; and 


it would be impossible to carry on any vigorous | 


military operations, without the aid of good roads 
and canals to transport over such distances the 
immense quantities of arms, ammunition, and 
provisions necessary to the supply of a great 
army. It is sufficient, however, that I suggest 
these arguments, and they will be properly appre- 
ciated by the House. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is one other point of 
view, in which, although an unpleasant one. I feel 
it my duty to present this subject to the House: 
and this regards not only the means of improving 
that great source of national wealth, the Public 
Lands, to the best advantage ; but it involves the 
practicability of enjoying it at all. The people, 
who have purchased and settled on your new 
lands, are already your debtors to the amount of 
some millions of dollars; and in as far as they 
are your debtors, they are (to use a phrase per- 
haps somewhat too harsh) a species of enemy— 
and we have already seen to what a formidable | 
extent their power and numbers are increasing. | 
It is far from my intention, sir, to cast any inju- 
rious imputations on the character of these settlers. 
On the contrary, I know that they are not to be 
distinguished from the great mass of the yeomanry 
of this country ; among whom is to be found 
most of the real patriotism, as well as the real 
strength of the nation. It is on them, that we 
are to depend for the security and permanence 
of our republican institutions. It is to them that 
this Government must resort for protection and 
support, in every great and dangerous crisis. I 
say, sir, that Lam not about to impeach either | 
the honesty or the patriotism of these settlers ; 
it is their interest and their wish to pay their debts, 
and to discharge all their duties to Government | 
as good and faithful citizens. Butlet me ask you, 
sir, let me ask any man of common observation, 
who has attended in the least to the present sit- 
uation of the Western country, how it is possible 
for those settlers to pay you fifty or a hundred 
millions of dollars in specie, when they have 
no other resources than io their agriculture i 





when the produce of this agriculture will not 
bring them money enough oer their whiskey ! 
It is impossible, sir, and if you intend to hold 
those lands, much more if you intend to make 
them a source of public revenue, you must furnish 
the means of making them productive, by opening 











Western country are peculiarly inadequate to 
/such an undertaking. They cannot construc: 
canals, for the very obvious reason that they are 
already deeply in debt for their lands, and they 
must continue so until this great work is executed 
for them. They wili then not only be able to pay 
you for their lands, but they will remunerate you 
for the expense of opening canals, by the tolls 
In the advanta- 


give them, and on which their prosperity must so 
essentially depend, you will havea pledge for their 
future attachment and fidelity to your Govern- 
ment, and which they will never forfeit. But, 
sir, if you neglect to avail yourselves of the op- 
portunity, which this system affords, of securing 
the affections of the Western people—if you re- 
fuse to extend to them those benefits which their 
situation so imperiously demands, and which your 
resources enable you, and your duty enjoins it on 
you to extend to them—if, while you are expend- 
ing millions yearly for the encouragement of com- 
merce, you affect Constitutional doubts as to your 
right to expend anything for the advancement of 
agriculture—if you can constitutionally create 
banks for the accommodation of the merchant, but 
cannot construct canals for the benefit of the far- 
mer:—If this be the crooked, partial, side-way pol- 
icy which is to be pursued, there is great reason 
to fear that our Western brethren may soon accost 
us in a tone higher than that of the Constitution 
itself. They may remind us (as the people of 
this country once did another Power, which was 
regardless of their interests) of the rights with 
which the God of nature has invested them, by 
placing them in the possession of a country which 
they have the physical power to defend: and 
which it is to be feared, they would defend against 
all the tax-gatherers we could send among them, 
supported by all the force of the Atlantic States. 
It is unpleasant, sir, to be obliged to press con- 
siderations of this sort on the attention of the 
House. Disagreeable, however, as they are, they 
are not on that account the less important, and 
ought not to be disregarded. If you would attach 
the affections of the Western people to your Gov- 
ernment, you must attach them by their interests. 
You must appear among them, not in the light 
of theirereditors merely, but as their guardians, 
their protectors, as the promoters of their welfare. 
If you avoid all communication with them except 
what arises out of your relations as creditors, and 
go onmns them only to collect their money, be 
assured that this is an intercourse which they will 
soon break off. You have seen how effectual an 
opposition a few settlers in the north part of Penn- 
sylvania have been able to make to the authority 
of that great State; and you have seen, in a more 
recent instance, the difficulties which a handfu! 
of squatters have opposed to the power of another 
great State, the State of Massachusetts—and from 
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these examples you may well calculate the effects | mitted yesterday the bill authorizing a detachment 
ofan opposition from the host of settlers whoare | from the militia of the United States; and that 
covering your new lands. BatI have said enough | Mr. Mosecey be appointed of the said committee 
on this subject. in his place. 

I am under great obligation to the House, for| Mr. Jennines, from the committee appointed 
the attention which I have received during the | on the 12th December, presented a bill disquali- 
long discussion, and I will not trespass any further. fying certain persons from acting as members of 
In the various aspects in which I have presented | the Legislative Council and House of Represent- 
this system of internal improvement, [ have con- | atives of the Indiana Territory ; which was read 
sidered it principally in reference to the effects | twice, and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
which it is caleulated to produce on the Western | on Monday next. 
country ; because in that point of view I consider The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
it not only most important, but much less under- | in addition to the act to regulate the laying out 
stood. I have not gone into a particular exami- | and making a road from Cumberland, in the State 
nation of the benefits to be derived from the pro- | 6f Maryland, to the State of Ohio,” was read the 

sed canals and roads along the Atlantic, not | third time; and, on the question that the said bill 
Lecanto not think them important, but because | do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative. 
this part of the subject is as well and perhaps bet- he House resolved itself into a Committee of 
ter understood by the members generally than by | the Whole. on the bill for the relief of Richard 
myself. For the same reasons I have not gone | Taylor. The bill was reported without amend- 
into any minute calculations to show the superior | ment, and the further consideration thereof post- 
cheapness and safety of canal transportation, over | poned until Friday next. 
transportation by land. That pointis fully illus-| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
trated in the report of the Secretary of the Trea- | the Whole on the bill concerning claims to lands 
sury, to which I have before alluded. I believe, | in the Mississippi Territory, granted by the Brit- 
however, I have said enough, and more than | ish Government of West Florida. The bill was 
enough, to satisfy the House of the importance of | reported without amendment, and ordered to lie 
the subject, and of the propriety of referring it to | on the table. 
acommittee. This great system, so necessary, The House resumed the consideration of the 
in my opinion, to the welfare of this ae ead is | bill for incorporating the Protestant Church of the 
not a measure of speculative or doubtful utility. | town of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia ; 
Its advantages are great and palpable; and the | and the same being amended, a motion was made 
accomplishment of it is perfectly within the reach | by Mr. Mon'raomery to postpone indefinitely the 
of the resources of the nation. I have not been | bill; and the question being taken thereon, it was 
induced to bring forward this resolution by any | determined in the negative. 
personal considerations, but I have done it in obe- Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
dience to a great duty which I owe to my con- | read the third time on Friday next. 
stituents. So far from being a project confined | The following letter was laid before the House: 
to myself, or even to a few individuals, the pro- « Karonama, February 9, 1810. 
position, which I now submit, carries with it the | «§:: Having published a pamphlet explaining my 
anxious wishes, and the best hopes of a large and | experience on the practice and effects of torpedoes, I 
respectable portion of the population of this coun- | beg leave to present you, and each member of the 
try—and permit me to hope, sir, that their expec- | House of Representatives, one copy. Should the 
tations may not be disappointed. .House consider this subject of sufficient interest to 

Mr. Porter then submitted his resolution : merit further explanation, I shall be happy to give a 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to exam- | lecture at such time and place as may be most conve- 
ine into the expediency of appropriating a part of the | nient, in which I will exhibit the various modes of at- 
public lands, or of the proceeds thereof, to the purposes | tack with torpedoes and harpoon guns, as prepared for 
of opening and constructing such roads and canals as | @ction, with such models and demonstrations as will 
may be most conducive to the general interests of the | lead to a clear understanding of the subject. 

Union, and that they have leave to report by bill or| “1 have the honor to be, &c., : 
otherwise.” S ROBERT FULTON. 

After some conversation on the propriety of | ~ Hon. Sreaker House of Reps. 
authorizing the committee to report by bill, the | . Leave was given to present the pamphlets mea- 
resolution was agreed to without a division, and | tioned in the above letter, as requested. 


a committee appointed, consisting of twenty mem- : 
bers, viz: ome P. B. Porter, Troup, Taycor, DRAWBACKS. 
Kenan, Burwect, Howarp, Weaxtey, McKim, 
Van Dyke, MiLnor, Souruarp, Sturces, Bacon, 
J.Porter, Witson, Cuirrenpen, Morrow, Poin- 
DEXTER, Poypras, and JENNINGS. 

















Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, reported a bill to re- 
aoe the allowance of drawback to certain ves- 
sels. 

[This bill provides that no drawback of duties 
shall be allowed on the exportation of any goods, 

Frivay, February 9. wares, or merchandise, imported into the United 

Ordered, That Mr. TattmManGe be excused from | States, after —— day of next, unless the 

serving on the committee to whom was recom- | same shall have been imported in a ship or vessel 
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of the United States; and that, after the —— day 
of —— next. no drawback shall be allowed or 
paid on the exportation of any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, unless the same shall be exported 
in a ship or vessel of the United States, any law 
or laws to the contrary notwithstanding. } 

The bill was twice read and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


CONVOY AND ARMING. 


Mr. Burwe tu, from the committee appointed 
on the subject, reported a bill authorizing the 
President of the United States to employ the 
public armed vessels, and permitting merchants 
to arm for the defence of the American com- 
merce. 


[The first section of this bill provides that the Presi- 
dent of the United States be authorized and required 
to employ the public armed vessels of the United States 
to convoy vessels owned by citizens of the United 
States, and laden with the produce of the United 
States, the property of such citizens, provided such 
produce is not contraband of war, and the said vessels 
shall not be bound to a blockaded port, or to any port 
or place belonging to or in the actual possession of 
any nation having in force orders, edicts, or decrees, 
against neutral rights, in violation of the law of na- 
tions. 

The second section enumerates articles which shall 
be deemed contraband of war. 

The third section provides that no port shall be con- 
sidered as blockaded, unless actually invested with a 
sufficient force to render the entrance to it dangerous. 

The fourth section provides that the commanders of 
the public armed vessels convoying, according to this 
law, shall permit the public armed vessels of any bel- 
ligerent nation to visit and search on the high seas any 
private ship or vessel under their convoy, for the pur- 
pose of examining whether it be laden with enemy’s 
property, or articles by this law declared contraband of 
pe or whether it be bound to a port actually block- 
aded. 

The fifth section provides that the said commanders 
shall not permit any privateer, or other than a na- 
tional armed vessel, to visit any vessel under their 
convoy. ' 

The sixth section requires the commanders to resist, 
by force, the capture of any vessel under their convoy 
for any other cause than having enemies’ property or 
articles contraband of war on board, or being bound to 
a port actually blockaded, and to continue such resist- 
ance so long as may be necessary for the protection of 
the vessels under their convoy. 

The seventh section provides that vessels under con- 
voy, agreeably to the provisions of the act, may be 
armed; that they shall permit search in cases before 
mentioned ; but that they shall resist any search by pri- 
vateers, letters of marque, or private armed vessels. 

The eighth section provides that vessels described in 
the preceding section shall resist capture, &c., in the 
same manner as the commanders of the vessels con- 
voying them are by this bill authorized to do. 

The ninth section requires of every merchant vessel 
armed as aforesaid, previous to obtaining a clearance, 
bond that its guns and ammunition, &c., shall not be 
used for any unlawfal purposes, but merely for resist- 
ance and defence in the cases authorized and specified 
in this act, and that such arms shall be returned within 
the United States. 








The tenth section provides that vessels thus con. 
voyed shall be subject to the signals of the commander 
of the armed vessels convoying, and to such rules and 
regulations as the President may, under the provisions 
of the act, establish for the government of the convoy. 

The eleventh section limits the duration of the bil! 
to a year, and from thence to the end of the next ses- 
sion of Congress thereafter. } 


The bill was twice read and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday week. 


EXPORTS FOR 1809. 


The following report was received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury: 


Treasury Derartmeny, Feb. 7, 1810. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a state- 
ment of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from 
the United States nominally during one year prior to 
the first day of October, 1809, but in fuct during the 
six months and a half ending on that day, exportations 
having been prevented by the embargo till the fifteenth 
day of March, 1809. 

The goods, wares, and merchandise, of domestic 
growth, or manufacture, included in this statement, are 


estimated at - - - - - - $31,406,702 
And those of foreign growth or manufac- 
ture,at - - . - - - 20,797,531 
Amounting together to - - - $52,203,233 


The articles of domestic manufacture may be ar- 
ranged under the following heads, viz : 


Produce of the Sea - - ~ - $1,710,000 
Forest - - - - 4,583,000 
Agriculture - - - 23,234,000 
Manufactures - - - 1,506,000 
Uncertain - - - - : - 373,000 


$31,406,000 


It is proper to add that the summary of the destina- 
tion of those exports, being grounded on the clear- 
ances of the vessels, cannot be relied on under existing 
circumstances, as showing with precision their real! 
destination. Thus, all the vessels actually destined for 
the dominions of Great Britain, which left the United 
States between the 19th of April and the 10th of June, 
cleared for other ports, principally, it is believed, for 
Sweden. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Hon. Sexaxen of the Ho. of Reps. 


The report and documents were ordered to be 
printed. 
NAVIGATION OF THE MOBILE. 
The following Message was received from the 
PrestpENT OF THE Unirep States: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit to the House a report of the Secretary of 


State, complying with their resolution of the 22d of 


January. 
Fesrvarr 9, 1810. 


Department or Strate, Feb. 8, 1810. 
The Secretary of State, to whom the President has 
been pleased to refer the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 22d of last month, has the honor 
to state that it appears from the records in this depart- 
ment, that in the years 1801 and 1802, the Executive 


JAMES MADISON. 
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had endeavored to obtain, for the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States residing on the waters of Tombigbee and 
Alabama rivers, the free navigation of the Mobile river 
to its confluence with the ocean—first, by claiming this 
navigation as a natural right, sanctioned by the gen- 
eral principles of the law of nations applicable to riv- 
ers similarly situated; and, secondly, by endeavoring 
to purchase the country held by Spain on the Mobile. 

These efforts were made before it was known that 
Spain had ceded Louisiana to France, and conse- 
quently before the purchase of that province by the 
United States. Since that purchase, the country held 
by Spain on the Mobile has been claimed as being in- 
cluded therein. 

The Spanish Government, having objected to this 
claim in a manner which justified a belief that the 
question would not be soon decided, our Minister at 
Madrid was instructed again to claim the free naviga- 
tion of the Mobile under the general principles of the 
law of nations, and to represent to His Catholic Ma- 
jesty the propriety and necessity of giving orders to his 
officers not to interrupt the free communication with 
our Territories through the waters of the Mobile. 

In addition to what has been done through this de- 
partment, it appears that the Governor of the Orleans 
Territory, and other officers of the United States, have 
endeavored to induce the Spanish authorities on the 
Mobile to abstain from exacting duties on the passage 
of our merchandise or produce up or down that river. 
Notwithstanding, however, everything which has been 
done, it is understood that these authorities have con- 
tinued to exact (with some occasional relaxations) a 
duty of twelve per cent. “on all articles of the growth 
or manufacture of the United States, which are con- 
veyed through said river to and from the city of New 
Orleans.” 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

R. SMITH. 


Monpay, February 12. 


Mr. Fisk, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill providing for the third cen- 
sus, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the Uni- 
ted States, reported the bill with several amend- 
ments; which were read, and, together with the 
bill, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WuearTon presented a petition of Deborah 
Gannett, of the State of Massachusetts, stating 
that she served as a soldier in the Massachusetts 
line of the Revolutionary army, by the name of 
Robert Shirtliff; and that, in the course of the 
said service, she received several wounds, in con- 
sequence of which, she was, in the year 1803, 
placed on the pension list of the United States; 
and praying that her said pension may commence 
from her discharge from the army, in the year 1783. 
—Referred to the committee appointed, on the 
26th ultimo, on the petition of Thomas Campbell. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ruega, of Tennes- 
see, that the House do come to the following res- 
olution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House a 
statement of the particular sums of money which, from 
time to time, since the commencement of the Govern- 
ment, have been appropriated and expended for the 
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purpose of fortifying the ports and harbors of the Uni- 
ted States, and of any of the Territories thereof. 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
determined in the negative—41 to 39. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the discharge of William Haw- 
kins from imprisonment,” with amendments ; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 


TORPEDOES. 


Mr. Dawson.—On hearing the Journal read, 
I find that on last Friday a letter was received by 
the Speaker from Mr. Fulton. What merit is 
due to his invention I will not pretend to say; 
but I know Mr. Fulton to be a man of science and 
successful experiment ; of which he has given 
proofs, both in Europe and this country. It seems 
to me that some attention ought to be paid to his 
communication. I therefore move you that his 
letter be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Dawson’s motion was agreed to, and a com- 
msttee appointed, consisting of Messrs. Dawson, 
Taytor, and Bacon. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on this subject—ayes 90. 

Mr. Love spoke at great length in support of 
the proposition submitted by him a few days ago ; 
and Mr. Suerrey also replied at great length. 

The Committee then rose, reported progress, 
and obtained ieave to sit again. 


Tuespay, February 13, 


On motion of Mr. Jounson, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of the four western counties of 
Pennsylvania; and that the said petition be re- 
ferred to the Secretary of War, to examine the 
matter thereof, and report the same, with his opin- 
ion thereon, to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
authorizing the discharge of William Hawkins 
from his imprisonment; and the same being read, 
were concurred in by the House. 


THE THIRD CENSUS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for taking the third census 
of the inhabitants of the United States. Various 
amendments were made to the allowances to mar- 
shals, &c. Considerable debate, of little interest, 
took place on the various motions; and the Com- 
mittee rose, and reported the bill, and the House 
adjourned at 3 o’clock. 


Wenpnespay, February 14. 


Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the relief of Peter Audrain ; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Friday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
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that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 


act to prescribe the mode in which application 
shali be made for the purchase of land at the sev- 
eral land offices, and for the relief of Joab Garret ; 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 


TORPEDOES. 
Mr. Dawson made the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred a letter from 
Robert Fulton to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, dated on the 9th instant, beg leave to report, 
in part, that at their request Mr. Fulton attended the 
committee on this morning, and explained to them his 
views of the uses and effects of torpedoes, on which 
the committee forbear to give an opinion, and offer the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That, when the House shall adjourn on 
Friday next, it will adjourn to meet on Monday; and 
that Mr. Fulton have the use of this Hall on Saturday, 
for the purpose of exhibiting the torpedoes and deliv- 
ering a lecture on their practice and utility. 


Mr. Ruea moved to recommit the report to the 
committee who reported it, with a view to obtain- 
ing a report on the merits of it.—Motion negatived. 


Mr. Livermore called for a division of the res- 
olution reported by the committee, so as to take 
a question separately on the words, “ Resolved, 
That, when the House shall adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday.” 


The question on this part of the resolution was 
decided by yeas and nays—yeas 90 nays 29, as 
follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John C. Chamber- 
jain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, Orchard Cook, Jas. Cox, 
William Crawford, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, Sam- 
uel W. Dana, John Dawson, William Findley, Jona- 
than Fisk, Meshack Franklin. Barzillai Gannett, Gid- 
eon Gardner, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, jr., 
Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, William Helms, James Holland, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, 
junior, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, William 
Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Ed- 
ward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
John Love, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Robert Mar- 
ion, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander 
McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Tho- 
mas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John 
Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry South- 
ard, Joan Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Jabez 
Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Robert Weakley, Eze- 
kiel Whitman, James Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Campbell, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James 
Cochran, Joseph Desha, William Ely, Barent Garde- 
nier, Edwin Gray, Daniel Heister, Benjamin Howard, 
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Joseph Lewis, jr., Nathaniel Macon, Vincent Matthews, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick. 
man, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Josiah Quincy, John Rhea 
of Tennessee, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Wj. 
liam Stedman, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Charles 
Turner, jr., Archibald Van Horn, and Laban Wheaton. 

The question was then stated on the remainder 
of the resolution. 

Mr. Livermore moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject indefinitely. 

A desultory debate took place on these various 
questions. It was said that the Hall of the House 
of Representatives was exclusively », ayaa 
to Legislative purposes, and that, at this time, to 
appropriate it to the purpose of experimental lec- 
tures, would afford a precedent which would be in- 
jurious; that such a measure, if admissible at all, 
should not be taken unless the House were con- 
vinced of the practicability of the system proposed 
to be illustrated, because it would hold out the 
idea that the House of Representatives had sanc- 
tioned it. It was also said that this system could 
quite as conveniently be illustrated in one of the 
other apartments of the ee without spread- 
ing on the Journals a formal record allowing Mr. 
Fulton the use of this House. In reply, it was 
said, that this was an invention which promised 
to be of great public utility, and it was but rea- 
sonable, as the inventor was known to be a sci- 
entific man, that he should have an opportunity 
of demonstrating its efficacy, when he has offered 
his services for that purpose. If it succeeded, it 
might bea saving of many millions to the United 
States; and if it failed, the House would, by pay- 
ing attention to it, have shown their disposition 
to encourage science. The argument against the 
report of the committee, that this Hall was exclu- 
sively devoted to legislation, it was said, would 
operate with equal force against permitting Divine 
service to be performed there on Sundays. 

Before any question was taken on the latter 
clause of the report of the committee, the House 
adjourned. 





Tuourspay, February 15. 
TORPEDOES. 


A motion was made by Mr. Burwe t, that the 
unfinished business of yesterday do lie on the table; 
and the question being taken thereon, it was de- 
termined in the negative, 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the said unfinished business, and the question re- 
curring on the motion to postpone indefinitely the 
further consideration of the second member of the 
resolution, Mr. Speaker decided that the said mo- 
tion to postpone indefinitely was, at the time the 
same was under consideration, out of order. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Ross, to amend 
the said resolution by striking out the words, deliv- 
ering @ lecture on, for the purpose of inserting the 
word explaining. And the question being taken 
thereon, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken upon coneurring 
in the second and last member of the said resolu- 
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: junior, Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, and Robert 


4 


_ Witherspoon. 


' Chamberlain, Wm. Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 


' Haven, Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard 
| Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Philip 
_ B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
| Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 


ham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian 


| ally proposed. From which decision of the Chair, 


_ in the affirmative—yeas 78, nays ‘21, as follows: 


| Bassett, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
| uel W. Dana, Joseph Desha, James Emott, William 


_ thaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin Howard, 
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nays 61, as follows: 


Clopton, Howell Cobb, Orchard Cook, James Cox, Wil- | 
liam Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, William | 
Findley, Barzillai Gannett, David 8. Garland, Thomas 
Gholson, jr., Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, John Love, 


| Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Alexander McKim, Wil- 
| liam Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
' Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
| John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvavia, Matthias Rich- 
' ards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer 
| Sage, Lemuel Sawyer, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
' Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 


Henry Southard, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 


- Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Daniel Blaisdell, William 
_ A. Burwell, William Butler, John Campbell, John C. 


_ pion, Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, Samuel W. 
' Dana, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Jon- 

athan Fisk, Barent Gardenier, Gideon Gardner, Tho- 
' mas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 


' Nath’l Macon, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. 
' Mumford, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Thomas Sammons, Daniel Sheffey, 


- Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, | 
| Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 


» John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Jabez Up- 


K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whit- 
man, and James Wilson. 

On motion of Mr. Trovupythe question was then 
stated On concurring in the first and second mem- 
bers of the said resolution; when Mr. Speaker 
decided that, a question being divided, one part 
affirmed and the other rejected, a question cannot 
be put upon the whole of the resolution as origin- 


an appeal was made to the House by Mr. Troup, 
_ and being seconded, the question was taken, “Is 
the decision of the Chair correct ?” and resolved 


Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell 


| enridge, John Brown, John C. Chamberlain, William 
| Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chitten- 
_ den, John Clopton, James Cochran, James Cox, Sam- 


: Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barent 
| Gardenier, Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, Peter- 
_ son Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 


- Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr-, William 
_ Kennedy, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
i Robert Le Roy Livingston, Robert Marion, Vincent 
: Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, 
_ William Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 


lith Con. 2d Sess.—45 
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tion, and determined in the negative—yeas 55, | Thomas Moore, Jerem’h Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
| Gurdon S. Mumford, Thomas Newbold, Thomas New- 


Yras—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- | 


- kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, 
_ John Brown, Robert Brown, Joseph* Calhoun, John | 


ton, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy 
Pitkin, junior, John Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, Erastus Root, Ebenezer 
Sage, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, George Smith, 
John Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John 
Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges; Samuel 
Taggart, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Jabez Upham, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Laban 
Wheaton, Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, and 
James Wilson. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Wil- 
liam Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, Howell 
Cobb, William Crawford, Thomas Gholson, jr., Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Sam. McKee, 
John Nicholson, John Roane, Lemuel Sawyer, Samuel 
Shaw, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Robert 
Weakley, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

A motion was made by Mr. Upiam, that the 
House do reconsider the vote of yesterday upon 
the first member of the resolution under consid- 
ation. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Garpenter, 
to put the question on the resolution, as amended. 

Mr. Speaker decided that the motion of Mr. 
GARDENIER Was not in order, as the question must 
be first taken on the motion first made. 

From which decision of the Chair an appeal 
was made to the House, and being seconded, the 
question was taken, “Is the decision of the Chair 
correct ?” and resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken to reconsider their 
vote of yesterday upon the first member of the res- 
olution, and determined in the negative. 

The question was then stated from the Chair, 
that the House do agree to the said resolution, 
amended to read in the following words: 

Resolved, That, when this House shall adjourn on 
Friday next, it will adjourn to meet on Monday. 

A question was raised by Mr. Suerrey, whe- 
ther it was in order to put the question upon the 
resolution so amended, 

Mr. Speaker decided that it was in order to put 
the question on the resolution so amended. 

From which decision of the Chair an appeal 
was made to the House, and being seconded, the 
question was stated, “Is the decision of the Chair 
correct ?” and debate arising thereon, an adjourn- 
ment was called for, and carried. 





Fripay, February 16. 


A motion was made by Mr. Livermorps, that 
the House do now adjourn. And the question 
being taken thereon, it was determined in the neg- 
ative—yeas 5, nays 55. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was or- 
dered to lie on the table, 48 to 43. 

On motion of Mr. Love, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire what alterations, if any, are necessary in 
the law passed January twenty-first, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of Oliver Evans.” 

Mr. Love, Mr. Joun Porter, Mr. MarTHews, 
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n’s having received a breye; 
commission at the close of the war was evidence 
of his having been considered in service until th. 
end of the war; for unless he had, such a com. 
mission could not have been issued to him. By 
a short time before the peace, he was seen at the 
head of his eee gallantly storming a redouh, 
at the siege of York, and contributed not a litt), 
to the capture of Cornwallis and his army. B, 
accepting a seat in Congress he did not resign 
his commission, but held himself liable to be 
called into service at any time, if necessary. By 
if he had, from the best of motives, accepted a 
seat in Congress, and thereby resigned his com. 
mission, it was said that his heirs ought nor, 
therefore, to be deprived of the compensation 
equitably due to him, Congress had extende( 
the hand of relief to the daughters of Count ¢¢ 
Grasse, who had no shadow of a legal claim ; bu 
their father had assisted by sea, as General Hani. 
ilton did on the land, at the capture of Cornwal. 
lis; they were in this country in distress, and 
Congress had relieved them. Should the same 
relief be denied to the representatives of a citizen 
who had served during the war, and whose legi! 
claim, if barred at all, (except by the statute o/ 
limitations,) was only barred by his zeal in the 
service of his country, which prompted him 
accept a seat in Congress? The statute of limi- 
tations, it was said, was never intended to ba 
Congress from discharging a just claim, bu: 







































Mr. Ety, and Mr. Cocuran, were appointed a 
committee, pursuant to the said resolution. 

The bill to incorporate the Protestant Episco- 

al Church in the town of Alexandria in the 
istrict of Columbia, was read a third time. 

Mr. Love moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill indefinitely. The House 
being equally divided on this question, 49 to 49. 
the Speaker decided it in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Garpenier, it was post- 
poned till the lst Monday in March, 57 to 49. 


MRS. HAMILTON’S CLAIM. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the report of the Committee of 
Claims on the petition of Elizabeth Hamilton, 
widow of Alexander Hamilton, praying for the 
compensation due to her deceased husband. 

[This report is one of the class of those favora- 
ble to the prayers of the petitioners on grounds 
of equity, but declaring, because they are barred 
by the statute of limitations, that they, therefore, 
ought not to be granted.] 

he resolution reported by the Committee of 
Claims is as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted.” 

The report was supported by Messrs. Monr- 
Gcomery, Varnum, Hens, and Bacon, on the 
ground that the late General Hamilton had no 
claim on the Government under the resolutions 


of the Old Congress ; because he was, on the 25th officers of the 





of November, 1782, a delegate in Congress, and, 
by the 6th article of the Confederation, incapable 
of holding, at the same time, a military commis- 
sion. He was, in that Congress, a member (if 
not the chairman) of the committee which re- 
ported the resolutions under which his heirs are 
now said to be entitled to compensation. Had 
no statute of limitations ever been passed, there- 
fore, it was said that General Hamilton or his 
heirs had no claim on the Government; because, 
in accepting a seat in Congress, he had virtually 
resigned his commission before the close of the 
war. Thecase might be a hard one; but there 
were hundreds of cases at least equally so, and 
cases too in which the sufferers had not, as Gen- 
eral Hamilton had, subsequently enjoyed lucra- 
tive employments by the favor of his country. It 
was said that Congress ought to be just before 
they weregenerous. Before they granted a claim 
of this doubtful character, influenced by the 
character or standing of the individual, they 
should relieve the impoverished old soldiers who 
daily begged of them for a pittance of bread, 
whose claims were equally just and whose ne- 
cessities were much more pressing. 

Mr. Boyp spoke in favor of the report of the 
committee. ither the statute of limitations 
was just or it was unjust. If unjust, it ought to 
be repealed ; if just, Congress ought to be careful 
how they made exceptions in favor of particular 
claims. 


Messrs. Jounson, Guotson, Dawson, Suer- 


FEY, Gop, Key, Pirxin, and GARDENIER, opposed 
the report of the committee. It was said that 





merely to prerse’ the accountin 
Treasury from allowing all the old, and perhap; 
fraudulent claims which might have been presse 
upon them. Every gentleman who spoke, dwel 
upon the obduracy of heart and injustice, as| 
was termed, which could refuse to the claim o 
the war-worn soldier, the compensation due tv 
him for his assistance in achieving the libertie 
of his country. 

Before the question was taken on the repor! 
the Committee rose, reported progress, and obtain 
ed leave to sit again. 

And the House adjourned to Monday. 





Monpay, February 19. 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Con: 
merce and Manufactures, to whom was referre’ 
so much of the President’s Message, at the com: 
mencement of the session, as relates to a remis- 
sion of penalties involuntarily incurred by 10: 
fractions of the laws prohibiting commercia 
intercourse with Great Britain and France, pre 
sented a bill to remit certain fines, penalties, an’ 
forfeitures; which was read twice and commit 
ted toa Committee of the Whole on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. Cray, from the committee to whom wai 
recommitted the bill authorizing a detachmen' 
from the militia of the United States, reporte: 
several amendments thereto; which were read 
and, together with the bill, committed to a Com 
mittee of the Whole on Thursday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the Hous 
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act to revive an act, entitled ‘An act for the re- 
lief of the refugees from the British Provinces 
of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other pur- 
poses,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Monraomery, from the committee appoint- 
ed, on the twenty-ninth ultimo, on the memorial 
of the Stockholders of the Bank of the United 
States, made a report thereon; which was read, 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow. The report is as follows: 

That, in proceeding to the consideration of the said 
petition, your committee instructed their chairman to 
address a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, re- 
questing him to furnish such information or observa- 
tions as he might think proper, in relation to the sub- 
ject-matter thereof, as connected with the financial and | 
commercial interests of the United States. In reply | 
to which, the Secretary, by his letter to the chairman, 
referred your committee to his former report on the said 
subject, made to the Senate of the United States, in 
obedience to the order of that House. 

Your committee have been attended by agents of | 
the petitioners, who, in addition to the matters con- 
tained in the petition, have suggested to your com- 
mittee that the object of the petitioners was to obtain 
the renewal of the charter in its present form; that, 
for this renewal, the bank is willing to make compen- 
sation, either by loans, at a rate of interest, or by a 
sum of money to be agreed upon, or by an increase 
of the capital stock, by a number of shares to be taken 
and subscribed for by the United States, to an amount 
adequate to the compensation to be agreed upon for | 
such renewal. 

These agents also suggested, that they were fully 
authorized and empowered to offer and conclude the 
terms, specifically connected with these propositions. 

Your committee, not feeling themselves authorized 
to enter into such terms, and judging that the extent 
of those propositions would better apply to the details 
of a bill, than to the adoption of a principle to be first 
settled by the House, have, therefore, forborne to in- | 
quire into the extent of the propositions, and, without | 
expressing an approbation or rejection of these offers, | 
or giving an opinion as to the plan and reasoning of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, your committee, in order 
that the opinion of the House on this great national 

uestion may be declared previous to entering into the | 
details connected with the subject, recommend the fol- | 





lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That it is proper to make provision for | 
continuing the establishment of the Bank of the Uni- | 
ted States, with offices of discount and deposite, under | 
the regulations necessary for the beneficial administra- | 
tion of the national finances, during such time, and on 
such conditions, as may be defined by law. 


| 
MILITIA, VOLUNTEERS, &c. | 


} 
Mr. Cray, from the committee to whom was | 
recommitted the bill authorizing a detachment of 
the militia of the United States, reported the | 
same with amendments. [These amendments | 
authorize the acceptance of volunteers, who are | 
to sign articles, &c., to be exercised at certain | 
times, nearly as provided in the bill now before | 
he Senate “authorizing the President to engage 
"a short period in the service of the United 
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States a corps of volunteers.”] Twice read and 
committed. 


SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. GARDENIER rose and observed, that in the 
present exhausted state of the Treasury, and with 
the utter hopelessness of its being speedily re- 
plenished, at least by any means visible to man, 
it was very natural that the public should be ex- 
tremely sensible to any attacks made on the honor 
or integrity of the officer who was at the head of 
that department. I have myself (said Mr. G.) 
been subjected to sensations extremely unpleas- 
ant, in consequence of allegations which I see 
advanced against not only the capacity but the 
integrity of the Secretary of the Treasury. Ido 
not know that I should have attached to them so 


much of importance myself, were they not ac- 


companied by circumstances calculated to give 
them greater force. It is of the first importance 
to the public mind that the purity of their officers 
should be unquestioned, Therefore, in my opin- 
ion, it is the duty of the Representatives of the 
people to investigate charges made against them, 
no matter in what manner or by whom. I have 
been induced to make these remarks by a publi- 
cation which is now, I perceive, running the cir- 
cuit of the newspapers, making the most serious, 


| and, if true, the most condemning charges against 


the Secretary of the Treasury. For the infor- 
mation of the House I will read an extract from 


| a piece (under the signature of “ Camillus”) pub- 
lished originally in the Virginia Argus— 


“ At a time like the present, when the Kingdoms of 
Europe appear to have conspired to do us wrong, it 
was naturally to have been expected that the boasted 
talents of the Secretary of the Treasury would have 
produced a system of finance commensurate to the 
occasion. The report which he has made is prob- 
ably the performance of one of his clerks, and the 
public are yet to be astonished, perhaps, with some- 
thing more praiseworthy from the fruitful invention 
of the honorable Secretary. I am loth to suspect 
his capacity ; but if he does not speedily produce some 
respectable evidence of his ability, his talents or his 
integrity will undoubtedly be questioned. It must be 
confessed that his official estimate, during the embargo 
and now, give great scope for the impeachment of his 
intellectual vigor, and the sudden growth of his private 
fortune is unfavorable to the supposition that he is the 
most disinterested of Ministers. When the Secretary 
of the Treasury, from a yearly salary of four or five 
thousand, amasses in the short compass of eight years 
the enormous fortune of two hundred thousand dol- 


| Inrs, we are authorized to inquire how he has effected 


it? If this were a government of England, and Mr. 
Gallatin a Lord Melville, there would be no difficulty 
in accounting for the circumstance ; but it would be 
too hasty a determination to decide, without further 
investigation, that Mr. Gallatin had made use of the 
opportunities which his station affords, to speculate in 
the funds for his individual benefit ; or, that he availed 
himself of the same opportunities to become the pro- 
prietor of lands which have been sacrificed by the art- 
ful representations of the man who purchased from 
the public. If the honorable Secretary has recently 
transmitted the interest of the Dutch loan to Holland 
in specie, we may be assured he has his reasons for it; 
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and it will require all your ingenuity, sir, to demon- 
strate that Albert Gallatin, who has drained the coun- 
try of hard dollars to pay them into the hands of one 
of the Bonapartes, would have been a proper charac- 
ter to fill the office of the Secretary of State, to which 
heaspired! I am not fearful of contradiction when I 
affirm that he did this act contrary to the inclinations 
of the President.” 

This publication may be considered as making 
three specific charges: 1st. That this officer has 
made use of the public funds, while at his dispo- 
sal, for the purpose of private speculation ; 2d, 
That by artful contrivances he has procured sales 
to be made of the public lands for the purpose of 
possessing himself of them; and, 3d, That, con- 
trary to the manifest wishes of the President of 
the United States, he bas endeavored to drain the 
country of specie for the purpose of placing it in 
the hands of one of the Bree They are 
serious charges, whatever may be the source of 
them, and it is proper that they should be inves- 
tigated, that, if true, the officer implicated may 
be punished; and, if false, that his innocence 
may be put beyond doubt. In proposing this in- 
vestigation I wish it to be understood, that I am 
not inclined to believe these charges. I can nei- 
ther believe nor disbelieve, for I have no ground 
foreither. It is sufficient to induce me to make 
an investigation, that the charges are publicly 
made. If this would be my opinion in ordinary 
cases, I am more strongly induced to demand the 
present investigation, because, hearing, as all do, 
the voice of public rumor, I have heard (and so 
frequently as to induce me to say that the report 
is current through the nation) that the publica- 
tion from which Ihave read an extract, had its 
origin in the Department of State, and that it 
comes to the world with the knowledge of the 
head of that department. 1 do not say that such 
is the fact; I merely state that such a rumor is 
afloat, and will spread through the nation. And 
the source to which the publication is ascribed 
will tend to place the reputation of this high 
officer before the nation in such a light that, if 
innocent, great injustice will be done to him. I 
hope, therefore, an investigation will be made to 
ascertain the truth. I enter into the inquiry with 
no ee against the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. If I have any particular impression, as I 
would suppose every man innocent until I found 
him guilty, | am under the opinion that the 
charges are not well founded. Yet, though this 
is my impression, 1 must confess that I cannot 
bear to have these charges circulating in this 
way, and not desire an investigation in some 
way which shall support their truth or prove 
them baseless calumnies. With this view I have 
prepared several resolutions, which I submit to 
the House: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire generally into the official conduct of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and particularly whether the 
said Secretary has at any time, and when, and in what 
— and to what amount, speculated in the public 

nds. 

“ And whether the said Secretary has become pro- 
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rietor of any, and what tracts of land sold by the 
nited States, and if so, how the sales thereof have 
been conducted. 

“ And, also, in what manner remittances either of 
principal or interest of foreign debt have been made, 
and whether in any, and what cases, contrary to the 
wishes of the President, as to the amount or manner. 

“ And that the said committee have power to send 
for persons and papers.” 

Mr. G. said, as he did not wish to take the 
House by surprise, he would not now ask the 
consideration of the resolutions. 

Mr. McKim moved that the House now con- 
sider them. 

The motion for now taking them up was agreed 
to by a large majority. 

Mr. Burwe tu said he was confident, from the 
evidence which presented itself on the very face 
of the paper which had been quoted, that nothing 
could be more groundless than the charges insin- 
uated against the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
How was it possible that he could speculate on 
the public lands, the prices of which are fixed by 
law, and the patents for which pass through sev- 
eral offices? It was utterly impossible that he 
could defraud the United Statesof anacre. As 
to the accumulation of a fortune of $200,000, in 
what way could he have done it by the aid of 
public funds? Are there not, said Mr. B., annual 
reports from the Treasury Department, open to 
the inspection of this House? Every investiga- 
tion made has proved him incorruptible and hon- 
est. As to the specie sent to Holland, it is well 
known that the interest and some part of the 
principal of the Dutch debt annually becomes 
due; and since commerce has been suspended 
there have been no effects of our merchants there; 
and it has been difficult, if not impossible, to pur- 
chase bills on that country. The fact is notori- 
ous. How, then, was the public debt to be paid? 
If bills could not be purchased, specie must be 
sent. The money became due, and, if we would 
preserve inviolate our faith as every nation ought, 
we must send specie there. One remark was 
dropped by the gentleman from New York which, 
I confess, appeared to me very singular. He said 
that a rumor had gone abroad that this statement 
derived authenticity from the sanction of the 
Secretary of State. Is it possible, sir, to suppose 
that the Secretary of State would so far descend, 
that he would degrade himself by circulating, in 
a privateand underhand manner, slander against 
a man who acted with him in office? Whatever 
he might at any time have felt, he could not lend 
his sanction to a private masked attack on any 
man’s character. Itis utterly impossible that any 
officer of the United States could so far forget 
every claim he had to his own respect as to de- 
scend to such conduct. If the House were to 
adopt paragraphs from the public prints, and ru- 
mors of the day, as grounds for charges against 
any Officers of the Government, how many men 
of eminence would you find whose characters 
have not through these vehicles been impeached? 
Have not our papers sunk to that degrading state , 
that they charge the most incorruptible men wit!s, 
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fraudulent speculations? I could point out nu-| would refute them understandingly. The rejec- 
merous instances of men belonging to both par- | tion of the resolutions would be an evidence of 
ties, who are honest and incorruptible, who have | the faith of the House, in the integrity of the 
been charged with the most shameless pecula- | Secretary of the Treasury; but if an examina- 
tion. If we were to be influenced by every rumor | tion was made, and the author was called before 
which finds its way into the papers, instead of | the committee to substantiate his charges, the 
appointing a committee to examine into the con- | result of the investigation, if favorable, would pro- 
duct of the Secretary of the Treasury, we should | duce a conviction to every mind. For himself, 
have to appoint a committee which should em- | he thought the House could not be too careful, 
brace in the scope of its inquiry all the political | or too eager to prove the innocence of the Secre- 
characters of the country. tary of the Treasury. He wished, of all things, 

Asto this piece which has appeared in a Vir- | to have it distinetly understood, that he did not 
ginia paper, it bears its contradiction on the face | move the inquiry under the impression that it 
of it. It isone of those anonymous papers, daily | would result in the conviction of the Secretary 
published, avowing with boldness, without fear- of the Treasury ; but the manner and style in 
ing contradiction; the writer of which is evi- | which these charges had been announced, made 
dently ignorant of notorious facts, and unac- | him wish that all the departments should be clear 
quainted with Treasury transactions. | of the imputations they conveyed. 

I should myself be extremely sorry thatrumors| Mr. Guouson said he was sorry that any base 
of this kind should ever produce any effect on | calumay, which must be despised by every hon- 
those who are the subject of them. Ido hope { est, virtuous, and enlightened man in the com- 
that the Secretary of the Treasury will, while he | munity, should, in the estimation of the gentle- 
estimates properly the purity and dignity of his | man from New York, be deemed of so much im- 
own character, absolve his colleague in office | portance asto merit an examination by this House. 
from an imputation so odious as that attempted / The resolution he had offered was very extraor- 
to be fixed on him. No man who has a regard | dinary in itself, putting out of view the improb- 





for his own character, would suppose thata gen- | ability of the facts into which it proposed to in- 
tleman placed high in office would attempt in | quire. How was an inquiry to be made into the 
this clandestine. manner to destroy his reputation. | purchase of land by the Secretary of the Trea- 
Ihave no doubt but an inquiry, if instituted, | sury, or into the amount or nature of his private 
would terminate in a manner highly honorable | property ? Countenancing the resolution so far 
to the Secretary of the Treasury; and there can | as to permit it to lie on the table would be mate- 
be no question but it would be impossible to pro- | rially affecting the reputation of the enlightened 
duce evidence that any officer in the Government | officer who presides over the Treasury Depart- 
has been so far forgetful of himself, and the dig- | ment. Would it be presumed by the people 
nity of his station, as to conduct himself in a | abroad that the House of Representatives would 
manner which would disgrace him forever asa | in any case whatever institute an inquiry into the 
man of honor. Mr. B. concluded by moving to | conduct of one of the highest officers of the Gov- 
postpone the further consideration of the subject | ernment, unless they themselves believed there 
until to-morrow. was something like doubt as to his integrity ? To 

Mr. McKim was opposed to a delay of a decis- | express anything like doubt of the character of a 
ion on the resolutions. He thought the House | man is essentially to injure him. I ask if there 
would be disgraced by an inquiry on such grounds. | be any man in the House who even doubts on the 
It would be but justice to themselves to show the | subject? As to the official reports of this officer, 
public that the House would not occupy its time | the last annual report of the Secretary of the 
with such frivolous pursuits. Gentlemen talked | Treasury is one of the clearest, ablest, and most 
often about precedents. The aduption of this | explicit State papers, that graces the annals of the 
resolution on the grounds stated by the mover, | country. The circumstance of a deficiency of 
would be one of the most injurious precedents. | the revenue is easily accounted for without at- 
There was not a man of information in the na- | taching any blame to him, when it is considered 
tion who would not think it ridiculous. He hoped | that for one-half the year the embargo cut off our 
the resolutions would be promptly decided on. revenue. The gentleman who moved the reso- 

Mr. Garpenier said he did not himself place | lution must himself be convinced of the impro- 
great faith in these charges; but in a case of this | priety of instituting an inquiry on a ground in 

ind the House could not be too desirous to sat-| which no one can confide. While there is an 
isfy the public mind. An investigation into them, | enlightened Committee of Ways and Means in 
if false, would tend to confirm the officer in the | this House to superintend the operations of the 
public confidence. It was in the nature of all | Treasury Department, there can be no probability 
charges of this sort, no matter by whom propa- | of any misconduct in that department escaping 
gated, to run through the community, until there | inquiry. While I believe that the Secretary of 
are many who believe them. Mr. G. said his | the Treasury would be uninjured by any inquiry, 
principal object was to vindicate the Secretary | { cannot, without reason, consent to institute an 
of the Treasury. The only question was, whe- | inquiry. If the House investigate such charges, 
ther the House would evince their disbelief of | they may sit the whole year and do nothing else ; 


‘the charges, by a rejection of the resolutions, or, | for not a day passes but some newspaper brings 


whether, by an examination into the subject, they | a new slander on the officers of Government. 
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Mr. Burwe.u withdrew his motion to postpone 
the question. 

Mr. Tay or asked what these resolutions were, 
and, according to the scope of operation which 
they were to take, what did they involve? The 
high attribute, the vindictive prerogative of the 
House, of impeaching public officers. Should a 
subject of that magnitude be trifled with ? Should 
they, for newspaper scraps, make use of it? There 
is, said Mr. T., a principle which, it appears to 
me, ought in this case to govern every gentleman 
on this floor, viz: that such an inquiry ought not 
to be sanctioned unless there be an impression 
that that inquiry ought to be made for the purpose 
of punishing the officer in question. I confess, 
when the motion first was made, the high opinion 
T entertain of the individual inyolyed in it, my 
impression of his being immaculute, would have 
induced me to vote for it, for a reason different 
from its object, but that it was a course which I 
never would adopt, but at the request of the party 
concerned. [I at first was inclined to vote for it, 
because I knew it would eventuate in clearing the 
character denounced in the paper, from all im- 
proper imputations. That is not the purpose of 
such resolutions. It is to probe guilt, and bring 
ittopunishment. Weare not here, by legislative 
acts, to plaster up characters. It is not our bu- 
siness, unless the officer himself, feeling the de- 
nunciations made to rest so heavily on him, that 
he could not perform the duties of his office with 
advantage to his country, should apply to the 
House for an investigation. I will not exercise 
this attribute to clear the character of any man, 
unless he himself requires it. The mover of the 
resolution tells you, that, according to his impres- 
sions, the charge isacalumny,and that he believes 
an investigation will eventuate in the acquittal 
of the character denounced. Even a justice of 
the peace, in such a case as this, would say, he 
could not proceed to examine a person charged 
with a crime, when no evidence whatever ap- 
pearedagainsthim. There is not before the House 
atittle oftestimony. Shall this House then cheapen 
the high attribute of bringing to condign punish- 
ment the officers of the nation? The House can- 
not proceed a step in this case. No gentleman 
who does not believe in the guilt of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, can, in my opinion, with any pro- 
priety, vote for the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Smiuie said, he was of opinion, that the 
House ought to act at once on the resolution. He 
wished, sincerely, that the matter was so situated 
that the House could with propriety go into an 
investigation of the public character of that offi- 
cer. I think, said Mr. S., that I may say, that 
there is not a man in the United States that knows 
him better in his public, or in his private capacity 
than myself. If the most distant suspicion rested 
on my mind of any foundation for the charges, I 
would instantly move an impeachment, and pro- 
ceed regularly with the matter, This inquiry is 

roposed on such a ground as never legislative 
body actedon before—an anonymous publication. 
If the House institutes an inquiry on such ground, 
it puts itself in the power of every calumniator 
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who can wield a pen. Isthis the first instance ip 
which the highest characters in the Government 
have been assailed? How many calumnies 
were heaped on the late President of the United 
States! Is it not known to the House that at 
this very day it is said in the public papers that 
the President has in his possession a treaty with 
France which he dare not show? Why then 
should this calumny be selected for examination ? 
If it was possible to bring to punishment the vile 
author of it, I would agree to it; as it is a serious 
and flagrant libel; but that is out of our power. 
The grand objection to this course, however, is, 
that I can see noendtoit. If there be a gentle- 
man in the House who thinks it possible that the 
Secretary of the Treasury can be guilty, he will 
vote for the resolution. On the other hand, a de- 
cided negative will check the calumny at once. 

Mr. Jounson said he could not permit the 
question to be taken without expressing his opin- 
ion in relation to it. As to the individual impli- 
cated in this motion, said Mr. J., lam attached to 
him from a consideration of his merit and of the 
services he has done to his country, and for no 
other reasons, having but little personal acquaint- 
ance withhim. This is not the first charge which 
had been made against this great and good man 
and valuable officer. I have heretofore smiled 
withcontempt Gpen those publications, engendered 
by malice, and have felt pity for their misguided 
authors, The people of this nation know the 
man. The persecution of all good men, as of 
Aristides and Sucrates, one of whom was banished 
and the other put to death, for their virtues, gives 
occasion to those who know them to erect mon- 
uments to their glory. This will be the effect of 
the persecution of this man, whose reputation is 
untarnished—even the gentleman who moved the 
resolution does not think his character impeach- 
able. As to clearing his fame, Mr. J. said it was 
not necessary to institute an inquiry to clear his 
fame from imputations which must be as impo- 
tent against him as the waters of the ocean against 
the rock of Gibralter. The memory of his patri- 
otic exertions would live as long as the world. 
He did not rise to eulogize this officer, but he must 
give his feeble testimony in favor of the man who 
had sacrificed his time, and perhaps his comforts, 
to the service of his country. And was his fame 
to be impeached by an anonymous writer? lt 
was impossible he should be guilty of the charges ; 
it was not within him, whose character, bright as 
the jewel of virtue itself, the more it was exam- 
ined, the more brilliant it would appear. And 
this rumor was sanctioned—by whom? He 
would not believe that the Secretary of State had 
given the weight of his name to such charges, aud 
would not credit public tumor on this point any 
more than in the charges against the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. FinpLey was for an immediate decision 
on the resolutions. He would not eulogize the 
Secretary of the Treasury, but he gave no credit 
to the newpaper paragraphs; and made some ob- 
servations going to show that they were destitute 
even of plausibility. 
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Mr. Ross confessed he had some doubts as to 
the course proper to be pursued. If the political 
friends of the Secretary of the Treasury had 
brought forward the motion, he should have no 
hesitation what course to pursue; but when the 
political enemies of a man undertook to be the 
guardians of his reputation, the course proper to 
pe pursued was rendered much more doubtful. 
Nothing could sooner destroy the reputation of a 
man with his party than for his enemies to become 
the guardians of it. He had seen in papers pro- 
fessing democratic principles publications against 
this man—and would it not be asked by the people, 
if the course proposed was pursued, if the Secretary 
of the Treasury had not changed his principles ? 
While his political enemies are so careful of his 
reputation, why are they not equally careful of 
the reputation of the Secretary of State, who has 
been equally abused by the writer under the sig- 
nature of Philolaos or Mutius? Mr. R. made 
further observations going to show that if inquiry 
was made in one case, it ought in the other. He 
was opposed to the passage of the resolutions. 

Mr. Bice moved to reject the resolutions; 
but the motion was declared to be out of order. 

Mr. Macon said that as to himself he felt satis- 
fied that none of these very serious charges could 
be supported against the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. This belief was founded upon the opinion 
he entertained of the moral character of the man. 
He believed the investigation could only tend to 
raise the reputation of that man in the nation. 
Under this belief he could have no hesitation in 
voting for the inquiry. But, said Mr. M., if, con- 
trary to my sincere belief, he should be guilty of 
the charges alleged against him, let him share 
the fate of the guilty. I was not in the House 
when the resolution was moved, and do not there- 
fore know the ground of the motion, but it is 
sufficient for me that the gentleman who made 
the motion thinks himself authorized to do it. No 
matter on what information he deemed it his duty 
to make the motion, I for one am willing he should 
be gratified. Honesty and plain dealing have 
nothing to fear. An honest man may be calum- 
niated, but time will put down the calumny. It 
was impossible that some of the charges could 
have foundation in fact; but he was willing to 
inquire into them. If the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury was his own brother, if he were his father, 
and an inquiry was asked into his conduct, he 
would grant it. When the second Secretary of 
the Treasury went out of office he had asked an 
inquiry into his conduct, which was granted. 
Passing these resolutions would only be doing the 
same in relation to the present Secretary of the 
Treasury as was done in relation to the former. 
Could anything bea greater triumph toa man 
placed io the situation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury than for those opposed to him to declare 
him innocent? He hoped the motion would be 
agreed to; and had no doubt such would be the 
result of the inquiry. 

Mr. Biss regretted exceedingly the determina- 
tion the gentleman from North Carolina had ex- 
pressed to vote in favor‘of the resolutions, and he 
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was confident the gentleman would not have 
come to the same determination if he had heard' 
the remarks which preceded and followed the 
motion. It was not a charge made by a member 
of the House ; on the contrary, the member mak- 
ing the motion declared his disbelief of the charge. 
What, said Mr. B., would be the consequence, in 
relation to the public mind, of pursuing the in- 
quiry under these circumstances? Do we not 
every day see the basest calumnies in the public 
prints, not only against the Heads of Departments 
but against this House? Has not the Legislature * 
of a State (Massachusetts) declared that the mea- 

sures of a majority of this House are adopted in 

subservience toNapoleon? Is it not as important 

that the Representatives of the people should’ 
stand fair before the people as that the Secretary 
of the Treasury should stand fair before this House ? 


Do we not every day see charges made in the 


public prints against individuals in the Govern- 
ment without institutinginguiriesintothem? Now 


I ask, if we institute an inquiry in this case and 


not in others, whether we shall not be giving at 
least presumptive evidence against the 
of the Treasury? It appears to me that the best 


ecretary 


way to vindicate the character of this officer from 
the aspersions levelled at it, is to give as strong a 
voteas we can against the motion. 

Mr. Houuanp said there was no testimony be- 
fore the House to induce them to raise a commit- 
tee on this subject. If any member would pro- 
duce any, or state that he had grounds to believe 
he could, in support of the charge, then and then 
only should a committee be appointed. 

Mr. Quincy said that mere rumor or newspaper 
paragraphs he did not deem a fit ground for in- 
quiry by the House, unless they came in such a 
shape as to raise reasonable ground of suspicion. 
For this reason he was unwilling to pass the res- 
olution. At the same time he suggested that 
whatever was done, it should not be done under 
the influence of instant passion; and thought, if 
the Secretary himself were on the floor, he would 
wish a decision delayed. 

Mr. Sranrorp declared that he should vote for 
the motion, on the general principle of making an 
inquiry whenever wished for by a member. He 
quoted: the Journals to show instances of cases 
which he deemed similar. He thought a post- 
ponement of the decision on the motion would 
give further time for reflection, and therefore 
moved a postponement of it till to-morrow. 

The motion for postponement was negatived 
by a large majority. 

Mr. Dana said that if the question had bee 
put for the rejection of the motion, he should cer- 
tainly have voted against it, but the question of 
adoption was essentially different. He did not 
conceive an anonymous publication in a news- 
paper sufficient ground for an inquiry by the 
House ; and, that being all the ground asigned for 
the resolution, he should vote against it. 

Mr. Boypand Mr. Sournarp also spoke against 
the motion. 

Mr. GaRDENIER again spoke in support of the 
resolutions. He could not say that he believed 
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the charges, but he could not conceive that charges 
so specifically stated, and by so able a writer, 
were the result of profligacy and wholly without 
‘foundation. An inquiry could do no harm; and 
the charges might be well founded. Who would 
have suspected the great Bacon, or who Lord 


Melville, before their peculation was proved? If| 


the House did not now investigate it, he thought 
‘they would soon be called upon to doit. The 
smoke would not appear in so many different 
laces together, unless there were somewhere a 
atent combustion. The volcano never emitted 
smoke but when fire raged within. 
be some foundation for these rumors. 

The question on the passage of the resolution 
‘was then taken, and decided as follows: 

Yzas—Howell Cobb, William Ely, Barent Gar- 
dener, Edwin Gray, Nathaniel Macon, Richard Stan- 
ford, and Ezekiel Whitman.—17. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam 
Boyd, James Breckenridge, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James 
Cochran, William Crawford, Henry Crist, Richard 
Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, Joseph Desha, James Emott, 
William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, jr., Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. 
Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, William 
Helms, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Huf- 
ty, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, 
Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Ar- 
chibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Timothy 
Pitkin, jun., John Porter, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. 
Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Rea of Pennsylvania John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, 
John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri 
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of the United States to cause to be laid before the House 

copies of the several communications made to the Goy. 

ernments of France and Great Britain in pursuance of 

the authorities vested by Congress in the Executive, 

with respect to the several orders and decrees of either 
| violating the lawful commerce and neutral rights of the 
| United States, except such parts as may, in his judg. 
' ment, require secrecy; and also to communicate to 
| the same House such information as he may have re. 
| ceived touching the forgery of papers purporting to be 
those of American vessels, the Secretary of State has 
the honor of laying before the President the following 
| papers, viz : 

1. Extract of a letter from Mr. Smith, Secretary of 
State, to General Armstrong, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States at Paris, dated March 15, 1809, 

2. Copy of a note from General Armstrong to Count 
Champagny, Minister of Exterior Relations at Paris, 
dated 29th April, 1809. 

3. Extract of a letter from Mr. Smith to Mr. Pink- 
ney, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States a 
London, dated March 15th, 1809. 

4th. Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to Mr. 
Smith, dated May 1, 1809. 

A. Extracts of a letter from John M. Forbes, Consu! 
of the United States at Hamburg, to Mr. Madison, 
Secretary of State, dated 13th November, 1807. 

B. Extracts of a letter from Mr. Lee, Commercial 
Agent of the United States at Bordeaux, to the same, 
dated November 1, 1808. 

C. Copy of a letter from Mr. Hackley, Consul of the 
United States at St. Lucar, to Mr. Smith, dated Cadiz, 
23d March, 1809. 

D. Sundry original documents belonging to, and 
concerning the ship Aurora, of New York. 

E. Extract of a letter from Mr. Harris, Consul of 
the United States at St. Petersburg, to Mr. Smith, dated 
25th October, 1809, covering certain papers belonging 
to the ship called the Georgia, of New York. 

F. Extracts of a letter from John M. Forbes, dated 
November 7, 1809, to Mr. Smith, covering the forged 
sea-letter of the ship Arno, of Boston, dated August 
21st, 1809; also a letter of the same date, signed Ste- 

hen Higginson and company, to Captain William 

empton. 

G. Extract of a letter from William Kirkpatrick, 
Consul of the United States at Malaga, to Mr. Smith, 
dated November 25, 1809. 

| It may be proper moreover to state, that various other 
communications have been received at this Department 
from the agents of the United States in foreign coun- 





Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Jabez Upham, Nicholas tries, which mention that the practice prevails of for- 
Van Dyke, Archibald’ Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rens- | ging American ships papers and documents; but as 
selaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Robert | they do not afford any details, they are not. included 





Whitehill, James Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert | in this report, which ig respectfully submitted. 


Witherspoon.— 106. 
PROPOSITIONS TO BELLIGERENTS, &c. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


To the House of Representatives of the United Statee : 
I transmit reports of the Secretaries of State and of 


R. SMITH. 
Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to Gen- 
eral Armstrong, Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States at Paris, dated. 
“ Department or Strats, March 15, 1809. 
“ The proceedings of Congress at their late session, 


the Treasury, complying with your resolution of the | combined with the Executive communications, afford- 


5th instant. JAMES MADISON. 


Fesrvary 17, 1810. 


DerartTment or State, Feb. 14. 1810. 


ing, as they do, additional proofs of the pacific dispo- 


| sition of this Government, and of its strict observance 


of whatever the laws of neutrality require, you will not 
fail to avail yourself of the just arguments thence de- 


' Agreeably to a resolution of the House of Repre-| ducible in urging the equitable claims of the United 


sentatives, of the 5th instant, requesting the President | States. 


The 1, 2, 3,4, 11, and 17th sections of the act 
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jnterdicting our commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain and France, will, in that view, claim your at- 
tention, and especially the 11th section, authorizing the 
Executive to renew our commerce with the nation 
withdrawing the operation of its illegal edicts. And 
you will be careful to let it be understood that the au- 
thority thus vested, will, of course, be exercised in the 
event stated in the law.” 


General Armstrong to Count Champagny. 


“Panis, April 29, 1809. 

“The undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States, has the honor of presenting to his Ex- 
cellency the Minister of Exterior Relations, the enclosed 
copy of a law recently passed by the Legislature of the 
Union. 

“ This law, as may be seen by the several provisions 
_ of it, has been forced upon them by the extraordinary 
' circumstances of the times, and is to be regarded as an 
act of precaution, taken with the view only of protect- 
ing their own property and rights, and of once more 
appealing to the interest and justice of those who would 
disturb or destroy them. 

“Your Excellency may be assured, that as nothing 
has given more disquietude to the United States than 
the necessity which has impelled them to the adoption 
_ of this measure, so nothing will give them more satis- 
_ faction than to see that necessity cease. It is in the 
_ spirit and sincerity of this declaration, that the under- 
signed is instructed to add, that any interpretation of 
the Imperial decrees of the twenty-first of November, 
1806, and seventeenth of December 1807, which shall 
have the effect of leaving unimpaired the maritime 
rights of the Union, will be instantaneously followed 
by a revocation of the present act, and a re-establish- 
ment of the ordinary commercial intercourse between 
the two countries. 

“TI offer your Excellency, &c. 

“JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

“His Excellency Count Cuampaeny.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to Wil- 
liam Pinkney, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States in London, dated Department of State, 
March 15, 1809. : 

“ The proceedings of Congress at their late session, 
combined with the Executive communications, affording 
as they do additional proofs of the pacific disposition 
of this Government, and of its strict observance of what- 
ever the laws of neutrality require, you will not fail to 
avail yourself of the just arguments thence deducible 
in urging the equitable claims of the United States. 
The Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 11th, and 17th sections of the act 
interdicting our commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain and France, will, in that view, claim your at- 
tention, and especially the eleventh section, authorizing 
the Executive to renew our commerce with the nation 
withdrawing the operation of its illegal edicts. And 
you will be careful to let it be understood, that the au- 
thority thus vested, will of course be exercised in the 
event stated in the law.” 


— 


Extracts from a letter of Mr. Pinkney, Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of the United States, at London, to Mr. 
Smith, Secretary of State, dated. 

“ Lonpon, May 1, 1809. 

_ “Upon receipt of your letter of the 15th of March, 

it became my obvious duty to ask a conference with 
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Mr. Canning. It took place accordingly on Monday 
the 17th of April.” 

“ With a view to do justice to the character and ten- 
dency of the law of the first of March, I called the at- 
tention of Mr. Canning in a particular manner to the 
llth section, which provides for the renewal of com- 
mercial intercourse with the Power revoking or so mod- 
ifying its edicts as they should cease to violate the 
neutral commerce of the United States; and in obe- 
dience to my instruction I assured him that the author- 
ity vested in the President to proclaim such revocation 
or modification, would not fail to be exercised as the 
case occurred.” 

“I entered into a minute explanation of the law of 
the first of March, and in the course of it availed my- 
self of every inducement of interest which it could be 
supposed to furnish to this Government to retract its 
Orders in Council, and of the proofs with which it 
abounds of the sincere desire of the American Govern- 
ment to cultivate peace and friendship with Great Brit- 
ain, even while it was repeating what it deemed en- 
croachments and injuries, the most pernicious and 
alarming.” 

Treasury Derartment, Feb. 16, 1810. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a statement trans- 
mitted by the Collector of Boston, in relation to the 
ship Arno, which entered Tonningen with a forged 
sea-letter. 

Exclusively of the cases respecting forged marine 
papers which have from time to time been communi- 
cated by the Department of State, one only has come 
to the knowledge of the Treasury, the particulars of 
which are explained by the enclosed letter from the Col- 
lector of New York, and the papers accompanying the 
same. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Prestpent of the United States. 


The above documents, and others accompany- 
ing the Message, were ordered to be printed. 


Tvuespay, February 20. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
an account of sales of public arms, as authorized 
by the act of the second of April, 1808; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to revive an act, entitled ‘ An act for the relief of 
the refugees from the British Provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia, and for other purposes ;” and 
the same being twice read, were concurred in by 
the House. 

Resolved, That this House do concur in the title 
amended by the Senate, to read as follows: “ An 
act further to provide for the refugees from the 
British Provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, 
and for other purposes.” 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to prescribe the mode in which application shall 
be made for the purchase of land at the several 
land offices; and for the relief of Joab Garret :” 
and the same being twice read, were concurred 
in by the House. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Navy of the United States, for 
the year 1810. The bill was reported with sev- 
eral amendments thereto; which were read, and 
concurred in by the House. 

red, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill making appropriation for 
the support of the Military Establishment ofthe 
United States, for the year 1810. The bill was 
reported with several amendments thereto; which 
were twice read, and concurred in by the House. 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
Government, during the year 1810,” with amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill providing for the third census, or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, together 
with the amendments cf the Committee of the 
whole House to the same; and the said amend- 
ments being again twice read, were in part con- 
curred in, and in part disagreed to by the House. 

On motion of Mr Biss, the said bill was fur- 
ther amended and ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from Peter Landais, in relation to the report of 
the Committee of Claims on his petition; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 





Wepnespay, February 21. 


Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of William Weymouth; which was read 
twice and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
on Friday next. 

Mr. Morrow from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, made a report on the petition of the 
Governor, Judges, and Secretary, of the Illinois 
Territory, referred on the seventh instant; which 
was read, and the resolution therein contained 
concurred in by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners 
ought not to be granted. 

n motion of Mr. Quincy, 

Resolved. That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the state of the ancient public records 
and archives of the United States, with authority 
to consider whether any, and what, provision be 
necessary for a more safe and orderly preservation 
of them, with leave to report by bill, or other- 
wise. 

Ordered, That Mr. Quincy, Mr. Van Horn, 
and Mr. Swoope, be appointed a committee, pur- 
suant to the said resolution. 

Mr. Montcomery moved for the printing of two 
papers contained in the Message yesterday re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, 
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viz: a copy of a genuine clearance by the New 
York custom-house to Captain Gardner, of the 
ship Jane, showing that he had sailed from that 
port for Livetpoot eriah cotton, flour, staves, and 
boards; and copies of forged documents produced 
by Captain Gardner of the ship Jane, at Amster. 
dam, in order to obtain admission there as if he 
had arrived with a cargo of sugar from New York, 
the drawback papers of which were also forged, 
intended to prove that the sugar was not of Brit. 
ish origin. Motion agreed to. 

Mr. Go tp, from the committee appointed on 
the seventeenth ultimo, presented a bill to author- 
ize the Secretary of War to ascertain and settle, 
by the appointment of Commissioners, the exte- 
rior line of the public land at West Point, with 
the adjoining proprietor ; which was read twice 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the support of Govern- 
ment, during the year 1810:” Wisrenpoo. the 
said bill and amendments were recommitted toa 
Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for 
the Navy of the United States, for the year 1810, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. P. B. Porrer presented a remonstrance 
and petition from sundry inhabitants of the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan, expressive of their approba- 
tion of the form of Government existing in said 
Territory, and praying, under their present system 
of Government, to be allowed to elect and send 
a Delegate to Congress.—Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
Military Establishment of the United States, dur- 
ing the year 1810, was read the third time. 

An engrossed bill to provide for the third cen- 
sus, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the Uni- 
ted States, was read the third time, and passed. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from Edward Livingston, expressing his desire 
of a speedy determination with respect to his 
claim to the batture in the city of New Orleans; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A motion was made by Mr. Biss, that the Honse 


do come to the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the interest in, or title to, the batture 
fronting the suburb St. Mary, in the city of New Or- 
leans, which may have vested in the United States by 
the treaty of cession between the United States and 
France, concluded at Paris the thirtieth of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and three, be transferred to, 
and vested in, the Corporation of the City of New Or- 
leans, so far as to enable said Corporation to defend 
any suit or action which may be instituted for the re- 
covery of the whole or any part of said batture, in any 
court having competent power and jurisdiction to hear 
and determine the same ; and if no suit or action shall 
be instituted and prosecuted to final judgment or de- 
cree, within years, all individual claim, right, or 
a P the said batture, shall thenceforth be forever 

arred. 
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Resolved, That the said batture shall be used and 
enjoyed as a public highway and landing place, as well 
by the citizens of the United States as the inhabitants 
of the city of New Orleans, who shall continue to use and 
enjoy the right of digging and carrying earth from the 
said batture for making and repairing public streets and 
levees and other purposes, which they were accustomed 


; to use and enjoy under the late Spanish Government. 


A motion was made by Mr. Biss, that the said 


> resolutions be committed to the Committee of the 


Whole to whom is committed sundry papers in 
relation to the said batture. 

A division of the question to refer the said res- 
olution was called for: On which, the question 
was taken to refer the first of the resolutions to 
the Committee of the whole House, and resolved 
in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken upon the reference 
of the second resolution, and resolved in the affir- 


| mative. 


WILLIAM WEYMOUTH. 

Mr. Newron made a detailed report of facts 
relating tothe case of William Weymouth; which 
was read, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. The report is as follows: 

The petitioner states that, on or about the year 1803, 


Mrs. Lucy Redford, widow and Executrix of James 


; Redford, deceased, of Henrico county, in the State of 
' Virginia, authorized the petitioner to apprehend a ne- 


_ gro man, named Oliver, belonging to the estate of the 


said James Redford, deceased, and who was supposed 
to be living in New York. ‘The petitioner states, that 


he found the said slave in New York, that he had him 


apprehended, and proved, to the satisfaction of Jacob 
Delamontagnie, one of the justices of the police office, 
in the said city of New York, that Oliver was a fugi- 
tive slave, on which he was committed to the custody 
of the keeper of Bridewell; that, on or about the 3d 
of March, 1809, the said slave was delivered to him, to 
be removed to his owner, residing in Virginia aforesaid. 
The petitioner further states, that, at the time last men- 
tioned, he was master of the schooner Weymouth, bound 
from New York to Richmond, and that he took the 
slave on board, for the purpose aforementioned, and 
set sail for Richmond; but that, before he cleared the 
harbor of New York, two persons came on board, one 
of whom was a deputy sheriff, and, by force or virtue 
of areal or pretended authority, took the said slave 
from the vessel, and carried him back to the city. 


The petitioner further states, that he has been ar- 
rested, at the suit of the United States, and one Isaac 
Sherman, in an action of debt for the penalty of one 
thousand dollars, for not having, previous to the de- 
parture of the schooner from the port of New York, 
made out and subscribed duplicate manifests of having 
such slave on board, according to the directions of the 
ninth section of the act, entitled “ An act to prohibit 
the importation of slaves into any port or place within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after 
the first day of January, in the year 1808,”’ 


The Committee of Commerce and Manufactures 
do not hesitate to decide in favor of the petitioner. It 
is a case clearly made out; it is in every respect entitled 
to the same relief which was granted to Levin Jones, 
this session of Congress. As the cases are similar in 
principle, though differing in circumstances, the com- 
mittee beg leave to refer to the report made in favor of 


Levin Jones, and solicit that it may be taken as a part 
of this report. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That leave be given to report a bill for the 
relief of William W. Weymouth. 


FOREIGN LICENSES TO TRADE. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to deprive, in certain cases, 
vessels of their American character, &c. 

The amendment moved by Mr. F'sx to author- 
ize the armed vessels of the United States to bring 
into the ports of the United States, vessels viola- 
ting this law, was agreed to, 53 to 31. 

Some debate took place on the details of the 
bill, but no further amendment was made, before 
the Committee rose, reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again. 


Taurspay, February 22, 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, enclosing his re- 
port of such a system as will enable the House 
to comprise into one the several laws which are 
now in force respecting the post offices and post 
roads within the United States, in obedience toa 
resolution of the 28th of June last; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. Bassett, from the Committee on the Na- 
val Establishment of the United States, made a 
farther report, in part; which was read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole, to whom 
is committed the bill in relation to pensions and 
rations of the officers of the Navy. 


FOREIGN INTERCOURSE. 


Mr. Upuam stated that when the bill making 
appropriations for the support of Government 
was before this House, he had voted in favor of 
the appropriations for the expenses of foreign in- 
tercourse; but, in so doing, he had kept in view 
his Constitutional right of inquiring how the 
moneys heretofore appropriated had been applied. 
For the purpose of obtaining information on the 
subject, he moved a resolution calling for a state- 
ment of the manner in which moneys appropria- 
ted for expenses of foreign intercourse for two 
years past have been applied. 

The resolution is as follows : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this House a statement of moneys 
drawn from the Treasury in the years 1808 and 1809, 
on account of expenses and contingent expenses of in- 
tercourse with foreign nations, with a statement of the 
manner in which the same have been accounted for ; 
therein specifying the sums respectively drawn for ex- 
penses or contingent expenses, and distinguishing the 
sums for contingencies specially accounted for from 
any sums settled by certificate or expenditures which 
it may have been thought advisable not to specify. 

Mr. Suerrey suggested to the gentleman that 
the resolution was unnecessary, as the committee 
appointed to inquire into the manner in which 
the moneys appropriated for eight years past had 
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been applied, had already called for the same in- 
formation. After the discussion on this subject 
which took place on the appropriation bill, Mr. 
S. said, he, as chairman of that committee, had 
thought it his duty to call upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury for this information, which, when 
reported to the committee, would no doubt be by 
them laid before the House. 

On motion of Mr. Upuam, his motion was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
Government for the year 1810. 

The Committee rose and reported their agree- 
ment to the amendments, which were concurred 
in by the House. 


NATIONAL BANK. 


Mr. Love said he rose to offer a resolution on 
a subject which he believed every member of the 
House would agree to be of great importance, 
and which circumstances rendered it necessary 
for Congress speedily to act on. A report, he 
said, had been made on the petition of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the company incorpora- 
ted under the name of the United States Bank, 
which, he would take the liberty to say, presented 
no question on the subject of a National Bank 
which it was either expedient or necessary to 
discuss, but the discussion of which, he conceived, 
could only produce an useless waste of time. 
Had that report presented a general view of the 
reasoning and principles relative to such institu- 
tions, he would not have troubled the House 
with the observations he intended to make ; but, 
by an examination of it, it appears that after the 
delay of many days’ debate, we should be no nearer 
a decision on the questions the fate of the meas- 
ure would turn on, than when we commenced. 
My object, said Mr. L.., is, therefore, to place the 
inquiry on the broader ground of general pro- 
priety, and to endeavor to present some views of 
the mode in which the establishment of a Na- 
tional Bank may be best carried into effect, and 
show how the question of constitutionality in 
establishing it, has no application to us here. On 
a reference of a similar petition to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, we have been furnished with a 
report in detail, in which the utility of a bank 
has been urged principally on four grounds: 1. 
Safe-keeping of public moneys; 2. Transmission 
of public moneys; 3. Collection of the revenue; 
4. Loans; being in this respect a ready. resource, 
as experience had shown. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in the report 
alluded to, fixed the amount of a capital to which 
a National Bank might safely be extended, at 
thirty millions of dollars. The reasons for an 
opinion that such an amount of capital might be 
created and safely acted on, are not stated, but, I 
think, may. readily be conceived. If we look 
back to the state of this country in the year 1791, 
when the United States Bank Company was 
established with a capital of ten millions of dol- 
lars, all of which was immediately taken up, and 
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so anxiously sought for that stock rose to fifty o; 
more per cent. above par, we cannot doubt tha 
an equal facility would be found at the present 
time in creating a bank with a capital of three 
times that amount; indeed, scarcely a doubt cay 
exist but that it might then have been established 
on so extended a basis. The uses for circulating 
medium have, since that time, certainly increased 
in more than a three-fold ratio—adverting to the 
state of commerce and manufactures, of internal 
improvement and expenditure. It is, however, 
not easy, I will acknowledge, to fix on the quan- 
tity of circulating medium required by the state 
of society in the United States; it may not be 
possible to furnish any satisfactory data on which 
this quantum should be decided. A reference to 
the state of circulation in other countries may, 
indeed, serve to show that we have not yet expe- 
rienced an excess. 

In the United States, it is conjectured that 
there may, at this time, be banks of a public and 
private kind together, to the amount of $60,000. 
000. The addition proposed in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and, also, in the plan 
I am about to submit, would be $20,000 000. 
making in all $80,000,000 of bank capital in the 
United States, In England, a country with 
whose internal affairs we are, perhaps, next to 
our own, best acquainted, we are told by their 
writers on economy, there is in existence, inclu- 
ding the chartered bank, a bank capital equal to 
six hundred millions of dollars, which, allowing 
the population to be about nine millions, (and 
some say less,) would give a portion of more than 
sixty-six dollars to each head. In the United 
States, our free population is, perhaps, about six 
millions at this time, giving a portion of thirteen 
dollars and one-third to each head. England is 
a commercial nation, it is true, but much of it 
consists in external commerce, in conducting 
which, bank paper cannot be used, and in some 
of the most extensive branches of which, the use 
of specie operates against the success of banking 
institutions. In the United States, the exporta- 
tion of our products has always been greatly 
aided by the facilities afforded merchants in the 
purchase of it through the means of the banks. 
Our bank paper here, is employed then directly 
in the purposes of the most substantial and bene- 
ficial objects of external commerce. Ino England, 
the banks, it is said, afford great accommodations 
to the manufacturers by loans, but little to the 
merchant, unless in discounts of bills of exchange, 
and other real transactions. Should our manu- 
factures continue to increase, we shall, in con- 
ducting them, have use for an increased circula- 
tion, and in addition to the nature of the demand 
they have in England for carrying on those works, 
we want an amount of circulation for the pur- 
pose of constructing them. 

But on this sabject I forbear, at present to en- 
large. I should, as it isa question involved in 
uucertainty, be willing to rely on the opinion not 
yet contradicted, of the capacity of the country 
to bear an establishment i oe National Bank to 
the amount of $30,000,000. If an evil is sup- 
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osed to exist from the extension of bank capital, 
i resume it will be found to be in the numerous 
institations of the kind which have been per- 
mitted to be established without the sanction of 
> Maw; an evil which it is not difficult to demon- 
| strate the establishment of a National Bank on 
an extensive capital would have a certain ten- 
dency to obviate. 

' Having premised these general observations on 
' the important subject of a National Bank, I will 
proceed to present to the House a plan, or rather, 
> a varied view of a plan, on which, or some of 
_ which, such an establishment might, perhaps, 
' most advantageously be erected. In doing so, I 
_ beg it may be considered that I feel by no means 
- confident that I present the best, or even the most 
| practicable mode of effecting this purpose, It 
may lead, however, to inquiry, and when the 


ability of this House shall seriously engage in | 


the task, no doubt can remain of its accomplish- 
ment. I therefore proceed to submit the follow- 
ing plan of a National Bank, with a capital not 
to exceed $30,000,000: 

Fand 1. $10,000,000 in stock, which the Gov- 
ernment may immediately create, receivable in 
subscriptions to the National Bank, when the 
books shall be opened in March, 1811. This 

stock, after that date, to bear an interest of six 

| per cent. and let it be optional with the holder to 
_ subscribe it to the National Bank or not. 
' {I shall presently show that this fund would 
| probably be worth at least $2,000,000 to the Uni- 
ted States, independent of the accommodation 
the loan would furnish. 

Fund 2. $6,000,000, to be subscribed on the 
part of the United States, payable ia ten annual 
instalments, bearing an interest of three per cent. 

{This fund, I shall show, would be worth about 
$4,200,000 to the United States.] 

_Fund 3. $10,000,000, payable one-half in spe- 
cie, the other half in six per cent. stock of the 
United States, either that already in existence, or 
such as the United States might create before the 
books were opened. This fund, payable one- 
fourth at the time of subscription, the balance in 
three equal instalments of ninety days each, or 
by the United States Bank Company, or the 
States, if more eligible. 

Fund 4. $4,000,000, to be subscribed for or not, 
as the stockholders should determine at any time 
after the first meeting, on the terms of the last 
mentioned item, or by the banks in the District 
of Columbia, if they choose. 

And before I proceed to comment on the nature 
of these funds, I will take the other view I have 
mentioned of the third and fourth constituent 
funds. 

The third item of funds might be changed in 
part, or the whole, by admitting the Company of 
the United States Bank to subscribe their whole 
stock, or only so much thereof as is held by citi- 
zens. In either case, the amount subscribed 
should be paid one-half in specie, and the other 
half in good debts due, or to become due in sixty 
or ninety days from the time of subscription, en- 
dorsed by the President and Directors on behalf 


of the company. The old certificates of stock 
shall be surrendered and new ones taken. 

And the fourth item of funds might be changed, 
and the sum of $4,000,000 be subscribed in like 
manner as that last mentioned, by the different 
banks in the District of Columbia, or such of 
them as the stockholders of those institutions 
might choose should contribute their funds. 

But if the commissioners who shall be appoint- 
ed to receive subscriptions to the National Bank, 
should not be notified of the intention of the 
banks of the United States, and the banks of the 
District, or such of them as choose to incorporate 
their stock with the National Bank, within three 
days after the books to receive subscriptions are 
open, and the terms of subscription actually com- 
plied with in thirty days from that time, they 
shall receive subscriptions in the manner men- 
tioned in the third item of funds, to the amount 
of ten millions, or for so much as the said sub- 
scriptions on the part of that company shall fal 
short of ten millions. 

The said banks, or such of them as accede to 
the terms proposed, may continue for a limited 
time, not exceeding five years, the loans for the 
balance of the debts due them under their pres- 
ent establishments; granting, however, no new 
loans, not even for the interest on such debts, nor 
issuing any new bank notes. This provision, to- 
gether with that for receiving the notes or bills 
discounted in part payment for the new stock, 
would certainly be sufficient to prevent any 
danger of distress to the customers of the pres- 
ent banks, from the denial of accommodation. 
Should it be deemed best to exclude foreigners 
from holding stock in the National Bank, if the 
Company of the United States Bank should ac- 
cede to the terms proposed, the most ample jus- 
tice would be done them by giving them a limited 
time to dispose of it to our citizens, or to exchange 
it for the debt of the United States, which there 
would be no danger, but an increased safety from 
their holding. 

This plan contemplates the establishment of 
the mother bank within the District of Colum- 
bia, with such a portion of the capital as might 
be found convenient, and the establishment of 
branches in the most advantageous situations in 
the States, with the consent of the States, as 
already given in most of them; for, so far, it is 
immaterial whether the present United States 
Bank Company accede to the proposai or not, for 
the existing ohaner of the United States Bank 
ceasing to operate by the laws which have been 
passed in the several States authorizing those 
establishments for the accommodation of the 
General Government, the right would be con- 
sidered as already transferred, and in those States 
where no such establishments have been made, 
little doubt could be entertained of a permission 
to establish branches of a bank which should par- 
take less of the quality of a monopoly and be 
better calculated for the general purposes of good 
to the country. I will only here observe that I 
do not mean that the United States could claim 
for their National Bank the property now spe- 








1435 HISTORY OF 





CONGRESS. 


H. or R. 


National Bank. 








cially vested in the present company, but, that the 
right of that company to exercise the permission 
of the States will cease with their charter, and 
to this right, but not their property, the United 
States would succeed in any change of the mere 
institution, This is a legal question, which, I 
have no doubt, can be here supported, should a 

rogress in this business render it necessary. If 

am correct, no Constitutional question on the 
right of this Government to create a body corpo- 
rate need to be discussed. It is admitted to exist 
as it respects this District, where the mother bank 
would be established, and had not the States al- 
ready granted it, no doubt ought now, more than 
in the year 1791, to be entertained of their per- 
mission. The resolution submitted by the com- 
mittee on the petition of the United States Bank 
Company was intended to present this question of 
consututionality ; and were we now compelled, 
for the first time, to discuss the direct point of 
constitutionality, as in 1791, I should say the mi- 
nority on that occasion urged unanswerable ob- 
jections ; but the people have sanctioned the pow- 
er, the States have recognised it by their laws, (1 
speak, at least, of Virginia,) Congress has subse- 
quently acted on it, courts have made decisions 
on it, punishments have been inflicted in support 
of it, and the financial department of our Gov- 
ernment has not propounded a doubt as supposed 
to exist. Avoiding, therefore, any argument on 
this question, as unnecessary from the mode of 
establishing this bank, as from the already ex- 
pressed assent of the people and of the States to 
the exercise of the power, I will confine my re- 
marks to the part of the subject which may be 
considered financial, and endeavor to explain 
more specially the nature of the funds of which 
the new National Bank is proposed to be consti- 
tuted, premising, however, that the modifications, 
which in any of the ways proposed, or in any 
other which a committee might think proper to 
adopt, would be a subject of subsequent discus- 
sion ; and, as to fund number one, should the state 
of the finances render it necessary to use the 
whole of this fund immediately, it is probable, 
from the best accounts, it would produce a sum 
not less than $12,000,000, 

Let the Secretary of the Treasury, under the 
direction of the President, be authorized to open 
subscriptions in the principal cities for this loan. 
The stock thus receivable in subscriptions to the 
National Bank be sold to the best bidder. The 
information of the most intelligent men assures 
us that the United States can borrow money to 
the amount of $50,000,000. When, therefore 
a mode of creating stock is devised, which shall 
insUre six per cent., and the option of investing 
it in the National Bank, no doubt can be enter- 
tained of a ready sale at an advance of twenty 
per cent. on the principal, which would add a 
clear sum to our Treasury of $2,000,000. Many 
gentlemen with whom I have conversed on this 
subject, think forty Ee cent. would be obtained 
on the principal, making a clear sum of $4,000,- 

Let it be estimated, however, at $2,000,000, 
and I will say nothing either of the advantage 


Fesrvary, 1810. 


the United States would enjoy by the advance of 
the money they might want till March 181). 
without interest, although that might be worth 
something considerable. We have already, and 
are daily now in the practice of setting up public 
contracts to the best bidder; no objection, there. 
fore, exists to the principle, it is presumed. 

But if the United States should, from a resto. 
ration of neutral rights and a successful com. 
merce, or by a continuation of peace, not require 
so large a sum, any part which the Treasury 
might not want, might not be sold till the books 
were open, when it would sell probably at a stil! 
greater advance ; or, in case we should be disap- 
pointed in the sale of stock as contemplated, any 
part of this item not taken up, might be trans. 
ferred to fund number two, with this difference, 
that such part of the transferred fund as the Uni- 
ted States might take should be chargeable with 
an interest of ait per cent.instead of three per 
cent., under the idea that the United States ough 
not, in justice, nor would the institution probably 
bear an advantage of so great magnitude as would 
be given us by taking so large a portion of the 
stock on such terms. At six per cent., the stock 
would be worth something to the United States 
and might be readily sold at an advance, while 
the debt of the United States to the bank bearing 
this interest might be sold, at least, at par. Or. 
the balance of this fund, in the event of its not 
being sold, might at once be transferred to fund 
number three, and a smaller portion of specie be 
required to be paid on the whole fund so united, 
and in either way, provision be made for th: 
States to subscribe, if they thought proper. 

Fund number two, forms a very important por- 
tion of interest to the United States. It will 
give to the Government, on the fairest principle: 
of justice, a claim toa share in the administra- 
tion of the bank. It may be asserted, and proved 
to be necessary in a peculiar degree, from our 
relative situation with foreign nations, particu- 
larly if the capital is a large one, and the term 
of continuance for the charter considerable. Spe- 
cific propositions on this part of the subject must 
be reserved, however, for the details of a report 
ora bill. I have before glanced at some of them. 
The fund itself will produce to the United States, 
annually, rating dividends of the bank at eight per 
per cent., (a fraction less than they have aver- 
aged,) the sum of $300,000, which would be equa! 
to the discharge of half the instalments in prin- 
cipal. The whole gross sum received from the 
stock in ten years, would be probably abou! 
$3,000,000; but the three per cent. would be ex- 
tinguished every year for a tenth part, which 
rating money at the value of five per cent. only, 
would produce a bonus to the Government in 
this item of an additional $1,200,000, making i: 
really worth to us $4.200,000, on the most mod- 
erate and unfavorable mode of calculation. 

Thus these two items would be worth to the 
United States at least $6,200,000. But if the 
stock was not sold, as contemplated by the firs! 
item, it would probably be worth much more a: 
the time of subscription than now. 
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The one-half of fund number three, might 
also be applied in case an intermediate call of an 
extraordinary kind for money should take place 
from war, or a further embarrassment of our 
commerce, in aid of the revenue, by authorizing 
stock to be issued in similar manner to number 
one; with this difference, that it should be received 
for one-half of the subscription, and the balance 
in cash, by instalments. This alternative might 
be made subject to the determination of the Uni- 
ted States Bank Company, to be ascertained in 
a limited time, whether it would subscribe its 
stock in the manner I have before mentioned, or 
such portion of it as Congress may think proper 
to admit, distinguishing, if we thought proper, 
between the holders of it who at the time of sub- 
scription are citizens, and those who are foreign- 
ers. So far, however, in any way, as the sub- 
scription should be made on the part of the 
United States Bank, it would certainly be at- 
tended with a loss to the United States. 

If the whole funds should not be subscribed, 
independent of the fourth item, in thirty days 
after the books open, the directors may close them 
for a period not exceeding five years, or not, as 
they find most proper, unless otherwise ordered 
by law. 

An institution thus established at the seat of 
Government, under the eye of its Administration, 
in the management of which the nation itself 
would enjoy a just proportion, from the interest 
it would hold in its funds, would claim, and merit 
the confidence of the people and of the world. 
It would no longer, when under such control, be 
unsafe to permit it to deal in the public securities 
of the country; it would be rendered the most 
convenient and happy instrument for the preser- 
vation of public credit; it would be the means 
of affording every facility, under proper regula- 
tions, which might be required in times the most 
distressing to our finances, Let me not be under- 
stood to say, that this capital, or any very large 
portion of it, would be necessary at the seat of 
Government; on the contrary, no diminution 
would probably be suffered by the branches from 
that portion they now hold. The Bank of the 
United States at Philadelphia would; as a branch, 

erhaps, wield the capita) it does now as a mother 
ank, But, sir, other branches might be erected, 
the fund would stand a better chance to havea 
direction for the public good. In times of peace 
and prosperity large sums would be accumulated, 
beyond the possible operations of the Sinking 
Fund; would not these be best applied then, in 
union with the funds for internal improvements, 
or at least, in aid of them? It would, sir, be the 
work of a whole day to enumerate the certain 
benefits which would result to the people of this 
country from the operation of this system. Shall 
we, then, throw away these flattering prospects 
the present period presents for such an establish- 
ment? Shall we give away more than six mil- 
lions of the people's property—for they have a 
property in the advantages our situation pre- 
sents—and take the pitiful sum of one million 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, all, the 
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of the Treasury informs us, this com- 
pany called the United States Bank can give us? 
Shall we pour into the lap of this rich Dutch and 
English company, for so it is by a majority of 
three-fourths, these immense advantages, by con- 
tinuing to them the monopoly of this important 
branch of our resources? Can justice to those 
we represent sanction it? Does justice to that 
company ? But I forbear. 

I beg leave, now sir, to submit the resolution 
for inquiring into the propriety of establishing a 
National Bank, for there is none now in exist- 
ence, whatever might once have been thought of 
the institution called so, while we had a share in 
its funds; but never, in my opinion, properly 
called so, as the nation never had a voice in its 
management, or any efficient control whatever 
over it. 

I ask a reference of the resolution, and should 
certainly have asked its reference to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, had I not observed that it is 
stated in the report of the committee I have al- 
luded to, that he had already made a report, to 
which he referred, and, I presume, could only 
again refer. It is, then, left for us to institute 
this great inquiry, nor do I, in the least, appre- 
hend that the nation will not here find a suf- 
ficient fund of knowledge and experience on the 
subject to promote and enforce their interests by 
the most correct measures. 

Mr. Love then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a National Bank. 

The resolution was read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, to whom is committed 
the report of a select committee on the memorial 
of the stockholders of the Bank of the United 
States. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The bill concerning commercial intercourse, 
&c., having been returned from the Senate with 
amendments, (viz: striking out all but the first, 
second, and twelfth sections, ) 

Mr. Dawson moved to refer the bill to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Negatived—ayes 35. 

Mr. Smiuie said he was always disposed to 
treat the Senate with due respect; but, after the 
extraordinary amendments they had made to the 
bill, he thought the House ought not to precipi- 
tate a decision on it. He, therefore, moved to 
postpone it till Saturday. 

Mr. Dawson said he wished to propose to 
amend the amendment of the Senate; and, as the 
House had refused to commit the bill, he hoped a 
postponement would take place. 

Mr. Taytor said he had no objection that the 
bill should lie over until to-morrow; but there 
was a loud call on the House for an immediate 
decision on it. The bill has had a long journey, 
and travelled slowly. Speculations are going 
on from one end of the continent to the other. 
Those who were in the secret, and who may now 
be in the secret, as to the eventual fate of the bill, 
will, if the bill be postponed, have a further time 
to prey on society. I would put by every other 
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business till this is decided on. Postponing it | produce through the country? He asked, in be. 
would be trifling with the feelings of the nation. balf of the agricultural people of this country, 
I am not for imitating the slow and strange pro- | that the House would no longer delay a decision 
gress this bil], somehow or other, has travelled | of this question, He had no more doubt that the 
elsewhere. | bill would pass as it came from the Senate than 

Mr. Gotp perfectly concurred in opinion with | he had that he now existed; and why, then, 


Mr. T., that the bill ought not to be postponed | should it be delayed? 

so long as proposed. It could not be said that,) Mr, Fisk said he viewed the bill in a very dif. 
during the former discussion of the bill, every | ferent light from that in which it appeared to 
member had not an opportunity of taking every | some. The consideration of speculators had no 
view of the bill of which it is susceptible. No) weight with him; the argument that merchants 
further delay, therefore, was necessary. were waiting to make aiomaahe had as little, 

Mr. Bacon was desirous that the bill should be | for it was worthy of consideration that Congress 
postponed, but only till to-morrow. He was not | had been legislating for the merchants since 1805, 
wholly prepared to vote on the amendments of | and that every measure adopted for their benefit 
the Senate; and he was apprehensive that the! had been opposed by them. It was worthy of at 
section of the bill which repeals the non-inter- | least twenty-four hours’ reflection when a new 
course does away all penalties incurred under the ; measure was proposed. We are not sent here by 
embargo law. the merchants, said he. We have the interest of 

Some further conversation took place on the | the nation to consult, and while the merchants 
motion to postpone. Mr. Key did not construe | and speculators are looking to our measures to 
the provision of the bill as Mr. Bacon did. see how they may terminate a bargain to the best 

Mr. Macon hoped the law would not be longer | advantage, for which reason only they seem to 
delayed than till to-morrow. If the bill was to | look to you at all, the nation is looking at your 
pass, it was proper to pass it as early as possible, | measures. And we owe it to the nation, to our 
in order to place the honest and scrupulous mer- | constituents, to weigh well before we act. 
chant on a ground of equality with the dishonest} Mr. Smiie said that he wished at least one 
man who feels himself unrestrained by the laws evening for reflection. He could not, with the 
of the country. Every day it was delayed would | gentleman from Maryland, say how other mem- 
give an advantage over the moral to the immoral | bers would vote on the question ; but it concerned 
part of society. - himself to know how he should vote, and in what 

Mr. Biss could not see the propriety of post-| manner to do it so that he could account to his 
poning the bill even till to-morrow. There was | constituents for his vote. Would gentlemen see 
no question to be decided on which every mem-| no difficulty in changing their votes, which they 
ber had not already made up his mind. Although | had so often recorded on their journals, merely 
he preferred the bill as it went to the Senate, he} because another body thought differently? It 
should vote for the amendment if the question | was hard that a few bene reflection could not 
were now taken. be allowed to those who required it. 

Mr. Garpenter differed from Mr. Bacon as to} Mr. Love was astonished at the desire of some 
his construction of the law. If the gentleman | gentlemen to precipitate. He said that this was 
could convince him that, by the bill as it now | the first time the question had been presented to 
stood, all penalties heretofore incurred would be | the House directly, whether they would humbly 
done away, he should certainly be against all} submit. Would they bow down the knee of sub- 
postponement or alteration of it. When an of-| mission? Gentlemen must recollect with what 
fence, constituted by law, is done away, penalties | astonishment most members of this House had 
should go with it. In such a case penalties can | heard of the amendments adopted by the Senate. 
only be enforced for the sake of vengeance. Mr.| For his part, Mr. L. said, he could not account 
G. said he should a that the construction was | for it in any other way but by supposing that the 
correct. He should like to see, this 220d of Feb- | President must have laid before the Senate trea- 
ruary, a jubilee, commemorated by a release from ties securing our commercial rights. And, after 
embargo, non-intercourse, &c., that nothing might | so unexpected a course, was the House to be 
be left to remind this happy country of this whole | forced into a decision without a moment’s re- 
hostile system. flection ? 

Mr. Moumrorp hoped that the House would 
come toa decision this day, for great speculations tived—yeas 49, nays 79, as follows: 
were going on, to the manifest injury of the hon- Y Willis Al ; Ezekiel B David 
est citizens. They ought to know what they| , S97 - . a B de a ae 
were to depend on. All parts of the Union were | p*%s Durwell Bassett, John Brown, Joseph Ga houn, 
lvoking to this House for protection, and he hoped | Matthew Clay, John Clopton, James Cox, William 
. ri a ot to th P ’ P Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Wm. Find- 
tee eee, ee . ley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gard- 
Mr. Van Horn was also against postponement, | ner, Thomas Gholson, jun., William Helms, James 
and wished the question taken this evening, to | Holland, Jacob Hufty, Walter Jones, John Love, Aa- 
prevent the progress of speculations, which were | ron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Alexander 
ruining the agricultural interest. Was it intended | McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jere- 
to give to speculators a few days more to hunt up| miah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 


A motion was now made to adjourn, and nega- 
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John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, ‘Thomas 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Smilie, Geo. Smith, 












in John Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John 

nh, Thompson, Robert Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 
Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, William Anderson, Wm. 

f. W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 





enridge, William A Burwell, William Butler, John 
Campbell. John C. Chamberlain, William Chamber- 
lin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Jas. 
Cochran, Howell Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, Joseph De- 







son, Wm. Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knick- 
erbacker, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, Archi- 
bald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, 


* j sha, William Ely, James Emott, Barent Gardenier, 
Y ' David 8. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. 
°: — Gold, Wm. Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heis- 
it ’ ter, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Rich- 
. ’ ard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Richard M. John- 
j 
: 



























































































































to _ William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. Mose- 
st ley, Gurdon S. Mumford, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin 
to Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, 
ur Josiah Quincy, John Ross, Adam Seybert, Daniel 
ur _ Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Stanley, William Sted- 
man, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob 
| Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, 
“4 ’ Charles Turner, jun., Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van 
ne ' Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensse- 
o \ laer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whit- 
ed ' man, James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 
ie __ The question on the motion to postpone till 
ee — Saturday was taken and negatived. 
ey Mr. W. Atsron. wishing time to reflect on the 
ly question of construction raised by Mr. Bacon, 
It ' moved toadjourn. Negatived—62 to 54. 
ot The question was stated on concurring with 
the Senate. : 
ne _ Mr. Macon said that the great ground on which 
as this bill had been advocated in this House, was, 
to that it would keep us in peace. Everything go- 
ly ing to that end had been struck out in the Senate, 
b- He said it was well understood that there were 
at _ two parties in this nation, one for war with Brit- 
ad / ain, and one for war with France. It behooved 
te, those who wished to maintain the peace of the 
nt ' nation to stand up for the bill. However others 
he might give up their opinions, he would not. As 
a- he meant not to be driven from the ground he 
er _ had taken and supported, of neutrality as to both 
be _ belligerents, he meant to abide by the bill as it 
'e- went from the House. 
Mr. Ross was in favor of the amendment of 
a- the Senate, for he considered the bill as it went 
| from the House as not calculated to assert the 
id honor and dignity of the nation. As to preserv- 
~ ing peace, there was nothing in the sections re- 
; tained which was calculated to irritate or disturb 
\m ° : : 
d- the feelings of either belligerent. Therefore, gen- 
d- tlemen desirous of preserving peace had nothing 
ae to fear from voting for it. It had been allowed 
a that the non-intercourse was a nullity. Why, 
ler then, were gentlemen alarmed at this shadow of 
re- ashade’s going to the tomb? He thought the 
yn, last section retained went to do away a system, 
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the doing away of which would be the precursor 
of a system better calevlated to maintain our 
rights. Its passage certainly would not prevent 
other measures from being adopted. 

A motion was now made to adjourn. 
tived, 59 to 55. 

Mr. Dana said that he, as well as the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, (Mr. Macon,) was for 
peace, and therefore, in that respect, he and the 
gentleman were of the same opinion. Mr. D. 
declared himself decidedly of the American peace 
party ; and, therefore, was for the amendments to 
the bill, because they certainly could not produce 
a war with either belligerent. 

Mr. Jounson said that, connected with the cir- 
cumstances under which this bill had come to 
the House, he would as soon vote for a proposi- 
tion to tear from the journals of the Old Con- 
gress the Declaration of Independence as for the 
amendments of the Senate. However weak the 
non-intercourse might be, he would never vote 
for its repeal until a substitute was adopted. He 
considered that if the bill passed as amended, it 
would be that kind of submission from which 
the nation never could emerge. With his con- 
sent this Hall should never be polluted by the 
passage of such an act. Were he certain the 
roof would fall and crush him after voting against 
the amendments, he would not hesitate to die 
with his vote. - 


Mr. Fisk observed that he did not rise to fa- 
tigue the House with a detailed speech. It had 
become almost an offence against the House to 
mention the insults and injuries this nation had 
received from the belligerents. But a few weeks 
ago a resolution came from the Senate apprizing 
the House of their sense of insolence in a foreign 
Minister, and solemnly pledging the resources of 
the nation to support the Executive in repelling 
it. And now these amendments to the bill had 
been received from the same body! What is 
the effect of the amendments? To repeal every 
shade, to destroy every pretence, of resistance to 
this system of aggression of the belligerents—and 
why is this to bedone? The mercantile interest re- 
quires it—the merchants are uneasy. I, for one, 
sir, am tired, and the nation is weary of this sort 
of reasoning. In what a dilemma has it placed 
us since 1805! Look to the acts of Government ; 
look to their proceedings, and then tell me if 
these merchants are consistent. Mr. F. took a 
review of the late measures of Government, and 
the uniform opposition of the merchants. Gen- 
tlemen might say that the repeal of the non-inter- 
course law was to make way for something more 
energetic. Was it to be believed that those who 
could not bear to see a few merchant vessels con- 
fined in our harbors, were prepared for anything 
more energetic? Concur in these amendments, 
said he, and it is the last you hear of resistance. 
I would as soon concur in surrendering the right 
of Government to the belligerents, as I would 
vote for this amendment. 


A motion was then made to adjourn, and car- 
ried—61 to 57. 
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Fripay, February 23. 


On motion of Mr. PotnpexTeRr, 

Ordered, That the Message from the President 
of the United States, of the 9th instant, relating 
to the free navigation of the Mobile river, be re- 
ferred to Messrs, Pornpexter, T. Moore, Poy- 
DRAS, STEPHENSON, LivinasTon, CAMPBELL, and 
Cook, to consider and report thereon to the 
House. 

Mr. P. B. Porter, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the subject of internal improvements, 
reported a bill for the improvement of the United 
States or public roads and canals. [This bill is 
essentially the same with that originally reported 
by Mr. Pore in the Senate.] The bill was twice 
read, and referred to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Corton, from the committee on so much 
of the Message of the President of the United 
States as relates to the fortifications of the ports 
and harbors of the United States, miade a detailed 
report, stating that, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, it was unnecessary at this time to appropriate 
any additional sum for that purpose. 


MRS. HAMILTON’S. CLAIM. 


This being the day set apart for private busi- 
ness, the House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, on the report of the Committee of 
Claims, on the petition of Elizabeth Hamilton. 
Messrs. Jounston, Ross, Quincy, Pirxin, and 
Fisk, advocated the claim; and Messrs. ALsron, 
Bacon, Hottanp, and Roor, opposed it. 

The Committee rose, 55 to 54, at half past four, 
and obtained leave to sit again. ; 

A motion was made by Mr. Guotson to ad- 
journ over to Monday, and negatived—61 to 40; 
and the House adjourned. 





Saturpay, February 24. 


A motion was made by Mr. Ross, that the 
House do now adjourn; and the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 10, nays 61. 

A motion was made by Mr. Livermore, that 
the House do now resume the consideration of 
the bill, entitled “Anact respecting the commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France, and for other pur- 
poses:” and the question being taken thereon, 
there appeared—yeas 63, nays 62. 

The Speaker declaring himself with the nays, 
the question was lost. 

The yeas and nays are as follow: 

Yxas—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John Campbell, John 
C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Samuel W. 
Dana, William Ely, James Emott, David S. Garland, 
Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Na- 
thaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, William Helms, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert 
Jenkins, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Sam- 
uel McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Thos. 
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Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Joh), 
Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr, 
Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Ross, Dennis Smelt, Richard Stanford, John Stan. 
ley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian kK. 
Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert With. 
erspoon. 

Naxs—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, 
William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Basset, 
Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, Willian 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clop. 
ton, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, 
Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Josep) 
Desha, John W. Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Baren; 
Gardenier, Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, junior, 
Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, Benjamin Hovw. 
ard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, 
John Love, Aaron Lyle, Alexander McKim, Johi 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, Thos. Newton, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthi- 
as Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thos. Sam- 
mons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John 
Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, John Thomp- 
son, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Rober: 
Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. Roor presented the memorial of William 
Barton and others, of the State of Rhode Islaad 
praying compensation for their services in the 
Revolution. Mr. R. said that reports had here- 
tofore been made favorable to the justice of th: 
claim. He moved now to refer it to the sam 
Committee of the Whole which had under con- 
sideration the report on the petition of Elizabeth 
Hamilton. He said he wished, if the rampar 
which defended the Treasury Department was 
to be broken down, that others, besides Mrs. Ham- 
ilton, should be admitted. He wished also w 
know whether the zeal which gentlemen dis- 
played in favor of this claim was a general zeal, 
to break down the barriers of the limitation law 
or whether it was a zeal for this woman alone. 

This motion produced a desultory debate o! 
two hours, in which Messrs. Root, Smiuiz, Love 
Aston, Sournarp, Born, and Monrcomery 
supported ; and Messrs. Pirxin, P. B Key, Gar- 
DENIER, Guotson, Dana, Lyon, Goup, Ross 
Fisk, and Jonnson, opposed the motion. The 
debate turned chiefly on a comparison of the na- 
ture of the twoclaims. The great objection to 
the reference was, that it was an unusual course 
to refer a petition to a Committee of the Whole 
before an investigation into the facts; and that 
it would be doing injustice to both claims to blend 
them together. 

The motion was negatived—yeas 62, nays 6) 
as follows: 

Yxas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, David 
Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown. 
Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Mat- 
thew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Coch- 
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ran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, 
Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Gardner, David S. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, Wil- 
liam Helms, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, William 
Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 
Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Porter, John Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus 
Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 

















; Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, 


George Smith, John Smith, Henry ‘Southard, Richard 


Stanford, John Taylor, John Thompson, George M. 


Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert 


| Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Burwell Bassett, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John Campbell, John C. 
Chamberlain, Wm. Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Samuel W. Dana, John Dawson, William Ely, 
James Emott, John W. Eppes, Jonathan Fisk, Barent 
Gardenier, Thomas Gholson, jr., Thomas R. Gold, 
Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Dan- 
iel Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hub- 
bard, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Vincent 


_ Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Plea- 


sant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, 


_ Gurdon 8. Mumford, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, 


Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. 
Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, John 
Ross, Lemuel Sawyer, Dennis Smelt, Samuel Smith, 
John Stanley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. 
Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, 
and James Wilson. 





Monpay, February 26. 


Mr. Basserr, from the Committee on the Na- 
val Establishment, made a further report, in part; 
which was read, and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on Thursday next. 

Mr. Love presented a petition of the First and 
Second Chambers of the City Council of Wash- 
ington, praying for an extension of the powers 
granted by law to the said Council.—Referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. P. B. Porrer presented a petition of sun- 
dry French inhabitants of the Territory of Michi- 
gan, praying that the General Government will 
cause to be translated and printed in the French 
language, such laws of the United States as are 
applicable to the said Territory, together with 
such laws as have been adopted by the Territory 
aforesaid.—Referred to Messrs. P. B. Porrer, 
Garvanp, and McBrype, to consider and report 
thereon to the House. 

Mr. Love, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, presented a bill to incorporate the 
Washington Navy Yard Mechanical Society ; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Love, from the same committee, also pre- 
sented a bill to incorporate the Fire Insurance 
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Company of Alexandria; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. . 

On motion of Mr. Newron, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures be instructed to inquire whe- 
ther any, and, if any, what, alterations are neces- 
sary to be made in the act, entitled “An act to 
establish the compensations of the officers em- 
ployed in the collection of the duties on imports 
and tonnage, and for other purposes,” passed the 
second of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine ;” and also, in the act, entitled 
‘‘An act relative to the compensation of certain 
officers of the customs, and to provide for appoint- 
ing a surveyor in the district therein mentioned,” 
passed the twenty-seventh of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and four; and that they have 
leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act for the appointment of an additional Judge, 
and extending the right of suffrage to the citizens 
of Madison county, in the Mississippi Territory,” 
with amendments. The Senate have also passed 
a bill, entitled an act to extend certain privileges 
therein mentioned to Joseph Joshua Dyster ;” to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill concerning 
commercial intercourse with Great Britain and 
France and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. Mumrorp expressed a hope that the House 
would not concur in the amendments of the 
Senate; for they had struck out all that part of 
the bill which was good for anything. Govern- 
ment, he said, was instituted for the protection 
of life, liberty, and property. If the House adopt- 
ed the bill as amended, they abandoned the pro- 
tection of property—and if they refused to pro- 
tect commerce, the liberty of the citizen would 
also be unprotected, as it had been violated for 
seven years past. He said he himself had been 
a witness of the laceration of one of our citizens 
in such an inhuman manner that he had expired 
under the last castigation inflictedon him. This 
was in punishment for an attempt to regain his 
liberty. Property afloat on the ocean could be 
defended by insurance; but the liberty of the 
citizen could not be insured. Mr. M. called upon 
gentlemen, in the name of the seamen who looked 
to the Government for protection, to adopt some 
measure for their security. His system, he said, 
was that of convoy. It was not a system of to- 
day; his opposition to the bill as it went from the 
House had not been an opposition for opposition’s 
sake; on the one hand, he had opposed it, but he 
had offered a substitute on the other. The bill, 
as amended, Mr. M. said, was a tacit acknowledg- 
ment to the belligerents that we have been all in 
the wrong for seven years past, and that they 
have been wholly right; and in proportion as we 
receded, they would certainly advance. For 
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himself, he wanted nothing of the belligerents 
but common justice ; but, if the nation would not 
assert its rights at this time, we should indeed 
become hewers of wood and drawers of water. 
He said he was in favor of the embargo origi- 
nally—he believed it a wise measure, and had 
no doubt it had saved a hundred millions of dol- 
lars to the nation ; and, if power had been put in 
the hands of the President to enforce it, there 
would have been none of the smuggling which 
was now complained of. The fault lay in trust- 
ing too much to the perfectibility of human na- 
ture. Laws never were made to restrain good 
men, but to bind rogues; and some power, therefore, 
Was necessary to carry them into effect. Mr. M. 
quoted the Journals, to show that the bill to au- 
thorize the President to employ the naval force 
to enforce the embargo had been postponed in- 
definitely. He mentioned this, because the vio- 
lation of the embargo system had been charged 
on their merchants generally, whose character 
he defended from a charge of being habitual vio- 
lators of the laws. There might be bad men 
amongst them, as there was in every class of 
society, but that was no reason to impeach the 
integrity of the whole. He hoped, before the 
House should consent to the amendments to the 
bill, that they would fall upon some system to 
defend the liberty of the citizen. He said he 
could take care of his own property; but when 
he returned home, he could not bear to be called 
on by the fathers, mothers, and relatives of these 
impressed citizens, to know what had been done 
for their relief, and not have it in his power to 
answer them satisfactorily. 

Mr. Love declared his belief that, since the 
formation of the Constitution, the American 
Congress had never been called upon to deliber- 


ate on so vitally important a question as that | 


now proposed to them, which in fact involved a 
dereliction of the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence. He said he had not been a warm 
advocate for the bill as it went from this House; 
he bad thought it a recession from the high 
ground heretofore taken; but, as returned, it ap- 
peared to him to be bottomed on the doctrine of 
non-resistance and absolute dependence. Mr. L. 
took a view of the various injurious measures 
and decrees of the belligerents, and of the meas- 
ures adopted by the United States in consequence. 
Had the state of things altered since these measures 
were adopted? Had there been the least relaxa- 
tion? He quoted the proceedings of the Senate 
and House of Representatives twelve months 
ago, when, by a majority of one hundred and 
twenty-one to two, this House had resolved “ that 
the United States cannot, without a sacrifice of 
their rights, hoaor, and independence, submit to 
the late edicts of Great Britain and France.” 
-And now it was proposed to submit to those very 
edicts—yes, to go beyond that submission—for, 
since that time, the nation had received additional 
insults. Mr. L. said he wished, however, more 
particularly to call the attention of the House to the 
substantial question of a dereliction of the spirit 
of our essential rights of property and liberty. 


The bill as sent from the Senate, now mere] 

contained that resistance which the Legislature 
thought proper to oppose to the aggressions of 
British fleets or cruisers entering our harbors, 
and committing premeditated or wanton assaults 
and violations of our jurisdiction ; but contained 
no other resistance. If the House were to acqui- 
esce in the amendments of the Senate, the }j!| 
would be such a recognition of the assumed 
rights of the belligerents as, by the law of nations, 
could never hereafter be controverted. He sai( 
it was a principle that a weak nation, when an 
irresistible force was employed to aid the views 
of a greater, could submit without disgrace. But 
was that the situation of the United States? 
Should it be left to pretenity to say that the 
present generation were unable to support their 
rights, when they had a million of men into 
whose hands muskets and bayonets could be put, 
and a solid capital, which would produce five 
hundred millions of dollars? Posterity might 
blush for the degradation of the present genera- 
tion if the bill passed, but could not urge in their 
excuse the plea of weakness. The principles of 
the bill, as it went to the Senate, were tie last 
stage on this side submission. If resistance had 
never been attempted, the omission would not 
have displayed so much weakness as it would 
now to withdraw it. What would be the conse- 
quence of now receding from resistance? Ac- 
cording to their former declarations, Mr. Love 
said, by such conduct the House would acknowl- 
edge their submission. There were numerous 
instances recorded in history, which tested the 
position that non-resistance sanctioned usurpa- 
tion. What was the fact in relation to the rule 
of 56? It was then for the first time that Great 
Britain had advanced the principle known by 
that name—and what, said Mr. L., do the writers 
of the present day, what does the author of War 
in Disguise, tell you? Why, that neutral Powers 
had assented to the principle by submitting to 
itsapplication. And, if we now adopt the amend- 
ments of the Senate, posterity will be told that 
we recognised and sanctioned the principle, be- 
cause we submitted to it in practice. 

Mr. L. next spoke of the prices of produce, of 
which so much was said, and of the improbabil- 
ity of their being better until tranquillity should 
be in some measure restored in the European 
world. Could the United States remove all re- 
strictions on lands, could they restore peace in 
Europe, then, and not till then, might our citi- 
zens enjoy the benefit of a free commerce. Ii 
the news this day received were correct, Great 
Britain must follow the example of France in 
rescinding her decrees, or must abide the conse- 
quences of war with us. If she does not wan! 
war with us, he said she would promptly recede, 
and then something like a fair price for produce 
might be expected. But it was useless to expect 
a fair price while England was the only nation 
with whom we could trade, and we were exclu- 
ded from intercourse with almost all the Conti 
nent. 

Before he was called upon to repeal the non- 
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intercourse, Mr. L. said he wished to see some 
measure proposed as a substitute which should 
sustain the honor of the nation. If any gentle- 
man would bring forward a proposition which 
should include that principle of resistance to the 
decrees of the belligerents, which duty to God and 
their country enjoined on them, he would vote 
for it. Let us not, said he, be deluded by the 
idea, that after we pass this bill, and thus prostrate 
the honor of the nation, we may be permitted in 
another way to express our ap to the in- 
jurious decrees. No, sir, let this bill once be riv- 
eted on us—we may waste our strength in mid- 
night sessions, but you never would again be able 
to place the country in the honorable attitude in 
which it now stands. I feel an abhorrence for 
the measure in the point of view in which it strikes 
my mind. If I knew that this amendment had 
been advised by a member of the Administration, 
I would not hesitate to give my vote for his im- 
mediate impeachment, and I would charge him 
with treason against the liberties and indepen- 
dence of his country ; but the motives which pro- 
duced it must be honorable. Others may have 
despaired of successful resistance. But, sir, let 
us follow the example of the Father of his Country. 
When surrounded by the battalions of the enemy, 
and watched by the Tories, did he despair of suc- 
cess? He did not. Let us then also advance, 
and not retrograde, as proposed by the bill. 

Mr. Birs remarked that the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Mumrorp,) who, now the em- 
bargo was gone, was singing hosannas to its praise, 
was the first in the House who suggested the total 
or partial repeal of that measure. The object of 
Mr. Brpp’s rising at this time was to declare that 
he should vote against the amendments of the 
Senate, contrary to an intimation before given to 
the House, because he understood that the con- 
struction given to the remaining sections was, 
that they repealed all penalties incurred under 
the embargo laws. 

Mr. Garpenter declared himself much pleased 
with the amendments of the Senate, and hoped 
they would be concurred in. He ridiculed the 
idea of their involving submission; for, he said, 
that the bill was the beginning of a manly resist- 
ance. Hitherto, the United States had done those 
things which the belligerents had ordered them 
to do, and left undone those things which they 
had ordered them not todo. He wished to see 
the system changed. There could be no rational 
objection to the amendments. Gentlemen might 
havea question of consistency to settle with them- 
selves, if they voted for them; but he begged of 
them not to surrender the vital interests of the 
country to the preservation of their reputation 
for consistency ; consistency in evil could produce 
no benefit. Nothing but folly and obstinacy, he 
said, could urge to a perseverance. Gentlemen 
must know the system could produce no good. 
Let them then doa noble act, and recede at once; 
it will be a sacrifice of their own consistency 
to the safety of the country. It was acknowl- 
edged on ali hands that the non-intercourse ought 
to be repealed. Mr. G. then suggested the pro- 
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priety of passing the bill as amended, and reserv- 
ing the part stricken out fora separate bill. Ves- 
sels were wailing at a great expense, for the pas- 
sage of the bill, to go to sea, yet doubtful of the 
course whieh would be pursued. Injury must 
result from this uncertain, wavering policy. The 
citizens of this country, Mr. G. said, had more 
reason to be afraid of the restrictions of their own 
Government than of the acts of the belligerents. 
He wished an assurance to be given, by putting 
an end to these restrictions, that commerce should 
no longer suffer interruption. 


Mr. Ross was opposed to the bill as it went 
from this House, for he thought he saw in it not 
only passive but active submission. He thought 
he had seen in it an agreement on the part of the 
United States that the Orders in Council should 
be adopted as part of the laws regulating the com- 
merce of the United States. Much as he wished 
the non-intercourse repealed, he said he had rather 
it should expire by its own limitation at the end 
of the session than have it coupled with any in- 
jurious restrictions. He therefore moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the amendments 
to the bill indefinitely. 


The motion was negatived—yeas 39, nays 81, 
as follows: 


Yras—Willis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, John Brown, Joseph Calhoun, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, William 
Crawford, Joseph Desha, John W. Eppes, William 
Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Gardner, Thomas Gholson, jr., James Holland, Benja- 
min Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, John 
Love, Matthew Lyon, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Thomas 
Newbold, John Nicholson, John Porter, Peter B. Por- 
ter, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, Eras- 
tus Root, John Ross, Thomas Sammons, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 
John Thompson, Charles Turner, junior, and Robert 
Weakley. 


Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Burwell Bassett, Wm. 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Howell 
Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, Wil- 
liam Ely, Jas. Emott, Meshack Franklin, Barent Gar- 
denier, David S. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, Thos. R. 
Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Ha- 
ven, Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Walter Jones, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Jos. Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Sam- 
uel McKee, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Wm. Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thos. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, 
junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Roane, Ebe- 
nezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry South- 
ard, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, 
Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Nicholas Van Dyke, 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, La- 
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ban Wheaton, Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, 
James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Mr. Bacon observed that there was some am- 
biguity in the bill as to the repeal of the penalties 
incurred, but not yet recovered, under the em- 
bargo laws. It could not be the intention of any 
one that a doubt should exist on the subject. It 
was sufficient to authorize an amendment, that 

rofessional men of respectable talents differed 
in the construction of the terms of the bill. He 
therefore moved to add a new section, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That all the penalties 
and forfeitures which may have been incurred on ac- 
count of any infraction of the act laying an embargo 
on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States, or any of the acts supplementary there- 
to, or of the act to enforce and make more effectual an 
act, entitled “An act laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States, shall and may be recovered and distributed in 
like manner as if the said acts had continued in full 
force and virtue. 

Messrs. Dana, Livermore, Quincy, Key, and 
Go tp, opposed the amendment, all appearing to 
differ from Mr. Bacon as to the construction of 
the law. 

The amendment was, however, agreed to. 

Mr. Eppes said it would be recollected that on 
a former occasion he had expressed a willingness 
to abandon the restrictive system for the purpose 
of protecting our property by an efficient force. 
Notwithstanding all that has been said about re- 
strictive measures, said Mr. E., it is a fact that 
they have considerable effect ; that they amelior- 
ated the situation of the United States, and that 
we stand on a higher, a far more exalted ground 
than we should have done, had they never been 
adopted. What was the situation in which the 
United States were placed at the time the em- 
bargo was laid? At that time, by the decrees of 
the belligerents, our whole commerce was pros- 
trated ; by a single blow our exports had been re- 
duced from one hundred and eight millions to 
seven millions annually. But not that alone. 
American produce was subjected in the first place 
to go to Great Britain, and in the next place to 
pay a very heavy transitduty. And, sir, although 
gentlemen have said that the restrictive system 
produced no effect, what was the fact? In the 
year in which trade with England was wholly 
interdicted, Great Britain lost in her exports four- 
teen million pounds sterling. And it is believed 
to bea fact that even at the present moment, not- 
withstanding the unprincipled conduct of that 
nation, three-fourths of her foreign trade is still 
carried on by American vessels—and this may 
be a reason’ why the American merchants have 
affected to view with indifference what a few 
years ago would have been the greatest boon they 
would ask. What did the bill passed by this 
House propose? To give to our merchants the 
exclusive carrying of al the trade of the country. 
And why do they reject it? Because they are 
more interested in carrying British goods than in 
carrying the produce of theirowncountry. They 
had rather carry these fourteen millions sterling, 
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to add to the strength of Great Britain, than be 
employed in the carrying of our own produce. 
The decrees of Great Britain have been varied 
since the embargo was laid, and their pressure 
much lessened ; but what is the actual and prac. 
tical operation of them as they now stand? The 
decrees of France I consider as equally iniquitous, 
but totally ineffectual as to us, as they are as to 
Great Britain—and therefore I do not take them 
into account. I speak of that system which 
Great Britain can and does enforee. and which 
goes to the destruction of my interest as an agri- 
cultural man. The principle of the November 
order is as completely abandoned as if it had 
never been issued. What wasitsprinciple? To 
force all our commerce into her ports, and make it 
pay tribute. Whatis its principle now? That 
of blockade, which gentlemen on the other side 
of the House themselves opposed in 1793, which 
in the Administration of WasHINGTON was con- 
sidered a daring and base attack on the rights of 
the country. Ofthe tobacco which is made in the 
Southern country, fourteen thousand hogsheads 
are consumed in England, the remainder in Hol- 
land, Germany, France, &c. That part suitable 
for the English market must be of a peculiar 
quality. All the second quality of tobacco, which 
is called light and dry, finds a market only on 
the Continent. What is the effect of this cir- 
cumstance on the planter? Why, at the present 
moment, the tobacco to suit the British market 
has sold at nine and a half dollars per hundred 
weight, whilst that of secondary quality is worth 
nothing. The Maryland tobacco brings only four 
or five dollars, owing to the blockading system of 
Great Britain, which keeps from market forty-six 
thousand hogsheads of tobacco annually,and com- 
pels it to take an unnatural course through Great 
Britain or through the northern ports, Cotton 
and flour, Mr. E. said, were in nearly a similar 
situation. He said he saw ina submission to this 
principle the ruin of the agricultural interest of 
the United States—nay, more; he saw the ruin 
of the mercantile interest also, and wondered that 
the merchants themselves did not see it. What 
have we heard of the hostility of Southern men 
to commerce? asked Mr. E. Great Britain has 
only to except from the operation of her block- 
ading system cotton, tobacco, and hemp—the in- 
terest of the merchant might, but that of the plan- 
ter would not, be affected by submitting to it. 
But I never acted on that principle. I have al- 
ways been taught that Government was intended 
for the joint benefit of the community ; so far as 
in my power, I would extend protection to all. 
What is now proposed to be done, sir? While 
the decrees and crders remain in full force, whilst 
Iasa planter am cut off from a market for my 
roduce—and, aithough the merchant under a 
ritish license may sail where he pleases, the 
expense of that license cones out of my pocket— 
an amendment comes from the Senate going to 
the surrender of everything for which the United 
States have contended for the last five years. If 
it had come from a quarter where motives could 
be suspected, I would not hesitate to say, it was 
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for convoying trade and arming merchant vessels 
bound to the ports of belligerents, &c., which was 
afterwards withdrawn and the following substi- 
tuted : 

And be it further enacted, That the ewner of any 
merchant vessel bound to any port or place not actually 
invested, with which intercourse shall be prohibited by 
the decrees or orders of the British Government, shall 
be allowed to arm and oppose, by force, every attempt 
to restrain or divert from its destination any vessel 
wholly owned by American citizens, and not carrying 
contraband of war; and every merchant or other per- 
son, so wishing to arm for the defence of his property, 
shall be furnished with a certificate from the collector 
of the port from which he sails, that he has no articles 
of contraband of war on board, and shall enter into 
bond with the said collector in a penalty of dol- 
lars, with condition that his arms shall be employed 
solely for the purpose of defending his property against 
capture or detention under the decrees or orders of the 
British Government. 

And be it further enacted, That the owner of any 
merchant vessel bound to any port or place not actu- 
ally invested, with which intercourse shall be prohib- 
ited by the decrees or orders of the French Govern- 
ment, shall be allowed to arm and oppose, by force, 
every attempt to restrain or divert from its destination 
any vessel owned wholly by American citizens, and 
not carrying contraband of war; and every merchant 
or other person so wishing to arm for the defence 
of his property, shall be furnished with a certificate from 
the collector of the port from which he sails, that he 
has no articles of contraband on board, and shall enter 
into bond with the collector in a penalty of -—— dol- 
lars, with condition that his arms shall be employed 
solely for the purpose of defending his property against 
capture or detention under the decrees or orders of the 
French Government. 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized to employ the pub- 
lic armed vessels of the United States in protecting 
from capture, under the decrees and orders of Great 


Britain or France, the merchant vessels of the United 
States. 


a traitorous abandonment of the rights of the 
country. I believe that body, however, to be pure 
as ourselves, and can only regret that on this oc- 
casion their views appear to differ so widely from 
wine. Whilst the British decrees against our 
commerce were in force, in 1793, they were re- 
monstrated against in language as strong as pos- 
sible by a man who has been represented as hos- 
tile to commerce and to commercial rights, and 
under the inspection of WasuHineron, at a time 
when he possessed not only the confidence of gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House, but the un- 
divided confidence of the American people. Mr. 
E. quoted a letter from Mr. Jefferson, then Secre- 
tury of State,to Mr. Hammond, remonstrating 
against the invasion ofneutralrights. Here, then, 
said Mr. E., is the principle contested, which has 
been a scourge to our commerce for the last five 
years. Whether the course hitherto pursued by 
the United States, has been the course best to be 
adopted, I am not prepared to say. It was a pe- 
riod in which the ablest and best men might and 
did differ as to the course proper to be pursued. 
It seems at present to be conceded that the non- 
intercourse, after we have been swindled out of 
all the provisions calculated to enforce it (for I 
must continue to call the disavowal of the arrange- 
ment of April a swindling transaction) is of little 
use. I ask gentlemen, Will they abandon my 
rights? Will they not afford mea road to mar- 
ket? Will they shrink from me, and leave me 
to force my way asI can? For what purpose 
was this Government established? Why did 
these seventeen distinct confederacies unite un- 
der one head? To the State Governments be- 
longs all that affects life or property—and the 
General Government was designed to oppose to 
the encroachments of foreign Governments the 
united arm of the seventeen States. Are we then 
to fold our arms, to be driven from the ocean 
without a struggle—to strike our flag and surren- 

































der those rights the people have intrusted to our 
protection? This, ) trust in God, is not the spirit 
of Congress. If it be, itis not the spirit of the 
people. If the present majority are incapable of 
protecting the rights of the nation, let them de- 
clare they feel incompetent to their duty, and let 
their places be supplied by successors of more 
firmness. Mr. E. said he for one was not disposed 
to abandon the ocean altogether ; he believed that 
the nation had rights which it was essential to 
defend ; that the people were disposed to defend 
those rights; and that if there was a want of en- 
ergy anywhere, it was in their Government. In- 
fluenced by these considerations, he had risen to 
offer the followingamendment. He said he had 
drawn a separate section asto each Power, that 
the people might see who were disposed to defend 
the rights of the nation against either France or 
Great Britain, and who against both. He was 
himself of the latter description ; and although 
he did noi feel the pressure of the French decrees, 


he considered them equally odious in principle, 
and tending to destroy those rights for which he 


ever should contend. 


Mr. E. then offered an amendment providing 





Mr. Mumrorp rejoiced at the proposition of 


the amendment, though he did not entirely agree 
in the views of the gentleman as to permitting 
merchant vessels to arm. 
to the convoy system; we had had the best of 
the argument long enough, and he wanted some- 


He had no objection 


thing stronger. He could not however consent 
that merchant vessels should carry a single gun, 
because it would put the peace of the country in 
their power, and there were many naturalized 
merchants who might not be extremely scrupu- 
lous as to their conduct in that respect. Mr. M. 
explained his ideas as to the convoy system. If 
resistance to the interruptions of a lawful trade 
brought on a war, what would be the consequence ? 
Would not the nation support Congress in it? 
No doubt of it; for if they would not defend the 
trade in the produce of the land, the agriculturist 
might as well stop his plough and shut up his barn, 

Mr. Dana was also very glad that the gentle- 
man from Virginia had brought forward this pro- 
position. He admitted that it was one object of 
the establishment of the General Government to 
protect trade; and that if it failed in this duty, 
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it failed in the principal object of its institution. 
He agreed also that if the directors of the public 
affairs would not attend to the business of the 
national protection, it was proper for them toac- 
knowledge that they were unable to guide the 
reins of the empire, and that they ought to sur- 
render them as placed in hands too feeble to hold 
them. He was glad the proposition had been 
brought forward ; for, notwithstanding all that 
had been said in or out of the House, of the idle- 
ness of all attempts to defend our maritime rights, 
he did not subscribe to the doctrine, nor to the 
opinion that we should now pursue the course 
‘which had been adopted prior to the Declaration 
of Independence—and he had therefore been op- 
yposed to the whole system of commercial restric- 
tion. It was a feeble colonial system. He dif- 
fered from Mr. Mumrorp as to the propriety of 
permitting merchants toarm. If it was unfortu- 
nately the case that many aliens had been admitted 
to the rights and privileges of citizens, he said he 
should really hope that they were not men who 
could not be trusted as tied to the country by the 
privilege of citizenship. He could not admit 
such was the case, especially as there were some 
mem bers of this House perhaps of that description. 
Mr. D. admitted that the details of a system of 
arming might involve difficulty ; but he deemed 
it his duty to treat any proposition going to that 
object with a respectful attention ; and was there- 
fore pleased at the introduction of this motion. 

A motion was made to adjourn, and carried, 
65 to 45. 





Tuespay, February 27. 


Mr. Seypert presented a petition of sundry 
merchants of the city of Philadelphia, praying 
that certain formalities in the laws relating to 
bonds for debentures, may be dispensed with, and 
that the Collector of the port of Philadelphia 
may be directed to cancel bonds given by the pe- 
titioners for the exportation of certain goods, 
wares, and merchandise, entitled to drawback.— 
Referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Sranrorp, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to prepare and report a bill 
to this House, fixing me allowing adequate and 
suitable salaries to the clerks in the different of- 
fices of the Government. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the appointment of an additional Judge, and 
extending the right of suffrage to the citizens of 
Madison county, in the Mississippi Territory ;” 
and the same being read, were concurred in by 
the House. 

The bill sent from the Senate to extend certain 

ivileges therein mentioned to Joseph Joshua 

ster, was read twice, and committed toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Friday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
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Navy of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ten,” with amendments; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House, 

Mr. Garpenier offered the following resolu- 
tion, observing that he had understood that the 
report of the Attorney General on the subject of 
the batture, which was supposed to have beer 
mislaid, was now actually in the possession of the 
Secretary of State: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to 
lay before this House a copy of the opinion of the At- 
torney General on the right of the United States to 
the batture of New Orleans, claimed by Edward 
Livingston. 


The motion was agreed to without a division 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House having resumed the consideration 
of the amendments of the Senate to the bill con- 
cerning commercial intercourse, &c. 

Mr. Eppes withdrew the amendments he had 
yesterday offered, with a view to substitute ano- 
ther in its place. His idea was, that Great Brit- 
ain aad France, having violated the principles of 
the law of nations, it was necessary for the Uni- 
ted States, so far as respects those particular ports 
blockaded in violation of the law of nations, to 
deny to both of those nations the right of search- 
ing our vessels going to these ports. It was 
strictly a defensive system; it was not taking a 
hostile attitude, but merely asserting a right 
which we derive from God and Nature, and de- 
claring that, if opposed in the exercise of that 
right, we will defend our property against piracy, 
for the execution of those decrees was a con- 
tinued act of piracy, which it became a duty to 
resist. They subjected neutral property to cap- 
ture, under principles unknown to the civilized 
world—and the system which he had in view 
appeared to him to be the only practical system 
of resistance which could now be adopted. 

Mr. Eppes then offered the following sections 
as an amendment to the bill : 

Src. 1. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
mander and crew of any merchant vessel of the United 
States, owned wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof, 
and not carrying contraband of war, bound to any 
port or place not actually invested, with which inter- 


course shall be prohibited by the decrees or orders of 


the British Government, may oppose and defend 
against any search, restraint, or seizure, which shal! be 
attempted upon such vessels, or upon any other vessel 
owned as aforesaid, by the commander or crew of any 
armed vessel sailing under the British colors, and may 
repel by force any assault or hostility which may be 
committed on the part of such British vessels pursuing 
such attempt, and subdue and capture the same. 

Sec. 2d repeats the same provisions for authorizing 
resistance against the decrees of the French Govern- 
ment. 

Src. 3d. And be it further enacted,. That whenever 
the commander and crew of any merchant vessel shall 
capture and subdue any British or French armed ves- 
sel, from which an assault or other hostility shall be 
first made as aforesaid, such armed vessel, with her 
tackle, appurtenances, ammunition, and lading, shall 
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accrue the one-half to the owner or owners of such | 
merchant vessels of the United States, and the other | 
half to the captors; and being brought into any port | 
of the United States, shall and may be adjudged and | 
condemned to their use, after due process and trial in | 
any court of the United States, having Admiralty juris- 
diction, and which shall be holden for the district into 
which such captured vessel shall be brought; and the | 
same court shall thereupon order a sale and distribu- | 
tion thereof accordingly, and at their discretion, saving | 
any agreement which shall be between the owner or | 
owners, and the commander and crew of such mer- 
chant vessel. 


Sxc. 4. And be it further enacted, That, after tio- 
tice of this act at the several custom-houses, no mer- 
chant armed vessel bound as aforesaid, to places not 
actually invested, with which intercourse shall be inter- 
dicted by the decrees or orders of Government of Great | 
Britain or France, shall receive a clearance, unless the | 
owner or owners, and the masters and commanders, of | 
such vessels, for the intended voyage shall give bond to | 
the United States, in a sum equal to the value of such 
vessel and cargo, with condition that such vessel shall | 
not make or commit depredation, outrage, unlawful 
assault, or unprovoked violence, on the high seas, 
and that the guns, arms, and ammunition of such vessel 
shall be returned within the United States, or other- 
wise accounted for; and that such owner or owners, 
and the commander and crew, of such merchant vessel, 
will in all things conform to the provisions of this act, 
and to such instructions as the President of the United 
States, in pursuance thereof, shall from time to time 
establish ; and it shall be the duty of the collectors to 
see that no armed vessels clearing out as aforesaid, 
shall have on board arms or other warlike stores, except 
such as may constitute a part of the equipment of the 
said vessel, and to attach a certificate to that effect to 
the clearance granted to such vessel. 


Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to establish, in conformity with the provi- 
sions of this act, suitable instructions to and for the 
merchant vesssels authorized to arm; for the better 
restraining the commanders and crews who shall be 
employed therein; for the preventing any outrage or 
injury which they may be disposed to commit, or the 
taking on board articles contraband of war ; a copy of 
which instructions shall be delivered to the comman- 
der of such vessel when he shall give bond as aforesaid. 


Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to employ the public armed vessels of the 
United States in convoying and protecting merchant 
vessels of the United States, owned wholly by a citizen 
or citizens thereof, not carrying contraband of war, and 
bound to any port or place not actually invested, with 
which intercourse shall be prohibited by the decrees or 
orders of the Governments of Great Britain or France, 
and to instruct the commanders of the armed vessels of 
the United States to oppose and defend against search, 
restraint, or seizure, which shall be attempted upon ves- 
sels under convoy, by the commander or crew of any 
armed vessel sailing under British or French colors, 
and to repel by force any assault or hostility which 
may be committed on the part of such British or 
French vessel pursuing such attempt, and to subdue 
and capture the same. 

_ See. 7. And be it further enacted, That any Brit- 
ish or French vessel so captured, shall be considered 
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lawful prize, and may be condemned in any court of the 
United States having competent jurisdiction, and the 
proceeds of such prize shall be distributed in conformity 
to the provisions of the act “for the better govern- 
ment of the Navy of the United States.” 

Mr. Livermore observed that this day com- 
pleted the third month of the session, which had 
been so far exhausted in doing nearly nothing ; 
and when there was a possibility of coming to 
some conclusion on this bill, attempts were made 
to defeat the passage of it. Mr. L. took a review 
of the proceedings of the Government from the 
non-importation act to the present time, and par- 
ticularly censured the rejection of Mr. Monroe’s 
He was wholly opposed to the amend- 
ments now moved. It could not be in the contem- 
plation of any gentleman to get such an amend- 
ment through the House. It was nothing short 
of a declaration of war against Great Britain and 
France. Our merchant vessels were to be sent 
out armed cap-a-pie, like Quixotte on his wind- 
mill expedition, to fight the belligerents. If it 
were possible for Congress to do such an act, 
their constituents would provide strait waistcoats 
for them. If gentlemen had anything serious in 
view, he called upon them to bring it forward 
and make it the subject of a sepgrate bill. It 
had been repeatedly acknowledged on all sides 
of the House, that the non-intercourse was inef- 
fectual, or operated wholly upon ourselves. And 
Mr. L. said, it was not in force as to Great Britain. 
This he knew to be the true construction of the 
law, although, by instructions from the Treasury 
Department, clearances were refused to British 
ports. But, although vessels were refused clear- 
ance to these ports, there never had been a single 
seizure of goods imported from that country, that 
he could learn, and this was a wise course of 
conduct, because the Government must know 
that the law was not in force, and therefore avoid- 
ed the expense and inconvenience which must 
result from erroneous seizures. 

Mr. L. made a number of remarks, going to 
show that the sections struck out by the Senate 
could have no effect. The exclusion of eight 
thousand tons of British shipping annually from 
our ports could have no effect as a coercive mea- 
sure. It was the most trifling thing that could be 
devised to operate on the minds of the British 
Ministry to induce them to propitiate us; and 
was equally weak as a measure to benefit the 
commerce of the United States. 

The real question involved in the amendment 
now proposed, Mr. L. said, was this: Are the 
United States prepared to go to war? What 
has been done during the whole of the present 
session towards a preparation for war? Where 
is the bill for the fitting out and increasing the 
Navy? Where is the Army? How are we 
going to war, and what will be its object? Was 
it, he asked, to take Canada? He had heard of 
a proposition of the militia of one State to take 
Canada; but he rather doubted whether it would 
be practicable to carry such a scheme into effect. 
It would be something like the plan of fitting out 
our merchant vessels to attack the British navy. 
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If war was meant, he called upon gentlemen to 
bring forward a direct proposition going to that 
object, to let the people know what they were to 
expect. 

Mr. L. said, that the members could not, con- 
sistently with their duty to their constituents, 
further procrastinate a decision of this question. 
It was their bounden duty immediately to act. If 
the subject was not now thoroughly understood, it 
never would be; and, as the House was certain] 
not prepared to go to war, he hoped the amend- 
ment would be negatived. 

Mr. Key made an objection toa part of the 
amendment as out of order, because a bill par- 
tially embracing the same principle, viz: the 
convoy bill reported by Mr. BurweE tt, was al- 
ready before another Committee of the Whole; 
and because a decision on a case precisely in 
point, had on a former occasion been made by 
the present Speaker, and confirmed by the House. 

he Speaker decided that so much of the 
amendment as related to the convoy principle 
was not in order. 

Mr. Eppes rose to withdraw that part of the 
amendment declared out of order. He said he 
was placed in a disagreeable situation, his proposi- 
tions being met by questions of order, instead of 
being met in a manly and open manner. He be- 
lieved the bill as amended by the Senate to bea 
base surrender of the rights of the country, and 
had therefore felt it his duty to do everything 
in his power to avert the disgrace which would 
result from agreement to it, and he wished a di- 
rect decision on his proposition. Mr. E. replied 
to various remarks of Mr. Livermore. As to 
the time which had been spent in doing nothing, 
it was for those who had amused the House with 
long speeches from day to day to account for it. 
As to his amendment being open war, he said it 
was that species of war which a man would en- 
counter if his house was invested by banditti and 
he was to buckle on his pistols and sword and 
sally forth to meet them. And was the nation 
so dastardly that in such a case they would deem 
resistance ridiculous and Quixotic. For his part, 
Mr. E. said, he was willing to bring into action 
the whole resources of the nation. He was wil- 
ling that gentlemen might take all the canvass 
of the Eastern country and make it into strait 
jackets for madmen; he would be as willing to 
take the tar and feathers of the Southern coun- 
try and stick them on the back of the wretch who 
would meanly surrender the rights of his coun- 
try. It was not the spirit of the American peo- 
ple to submit to insult and oppression, and they 
would not brook such conduct in their Represen- 
tives. Mr. E. said, he had no disposition to de- 
lay the proceedings of the House, as alleged. He 
declined the discussion of the non-importation, 
embargo and non intercourse laws, at this time. 
He had expressed his opinions on them at the 
time they passed. He had neither made et 
to the people in his district respecting them, or 
loaded the press with speeches which he was 
said to have made. Such as his sentiments 
were, he had delivered them here, the only 
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place where he was in the habit of deliver. 
ing them. He would not examine the old rule 
of °56; it had no relation to the question before 
the House. Neither would he examine the re. 
jected treaty. If any man could bear the weight 
of that treaty, it was the man who made it. He 
had borne it; but when he attempted to convince 
the people of its propriety, when he wrote a book 
in its favor, he sunk under its pressure. A cry 
of war was made against the proposition, and that 
had been the cry against every measure for two 
years back. This was the only mode left to de- 
fend the nation’s rights. Was it to be believed 
that they who had talked so much about energy, 
about calling out the physical force of the country, 
would skulk from the only present possible mode 
of resistance, viz: putting guns on board our ves- 
sels? Were they aware of the attitude in which 
they would be placed before the country if, after 
all their professions, they should take this course? 
They would be like the gambler who, after losing 
his hat and coat, is turned naked into the street, 
He hoped that his proposition would not be smoth- 
ered, but that all men, of whatsoever party, would 
protest against driving the nation intoa surrender 
of its rights. Mr. E. concluded his remarks by 
moving to refer his amendment, together with 
the amendments of the Senate, to a select com- 
mittee, with a view to incorporate his propositions 
with the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. Livermore hoped this question was not to 
be tried by the use of products of the South, tar 
and feathers. He wished to have no concern with 
them. It was reason and argument which were 
to guide the decisions of the House. Warmth 
and declamation could have no further effect than 
to divert the mind fora moment. It might mis- 
lead the unguarded, but could never convince 
men of understanding. The same might be said 
of similes; though no person could understand 
the allusions, they might divert, but not influence 
the intelligent. Arguments alone ought to be 
attended to. As to long speeches, he rather sup- 

osed the gentleman had had his proportion. Mr. 
: was wholly opposed to the reference to a select 
committee. Not a single argument could be 
urged in favor of it, or to delay the passage of the 
bill, which had not been urged for years past. 
The real question on the amendment, viz: would 
they authorize merchant vessels to commit the 
peace of the country, could be as well decided 
now as after a report of a committee on it. 

Mr. Ross observed that the cry of war had 
been repeated so often against every measure 
proposed by the majority, that it made no more 
impression on the mind than the boy’s cry of the 
wolf upon those who had been so often alarmed 
unnecessarily. The country was calling aloud 
for a speedy decision by the House, and it seemed 
to be expected that that decision would be in favor 
of a total repeal of the non-intercourse. He did 
not conceive that this course would be justified 
without the adoption of some measure to repel 
the aggressions and insults heaped upon the 
nation. 

Much as the non-intercourse was now derided, 
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Mr. R. said that the gentlemen in opposition had 
one and all last Summer voted for its continuance 
as to France. He would make no deduction 
from this circumstance, but leave it to the House 
to draw their own conclusions. He was pleased 
at the introduction of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, and conceived that the 
adoption of it would tend to support the Demo- 
cratic party. Why were gentlemen afraid of war? 
He was not for Quixotically going to war with 
both belligerents, but was for selecting his man, 
singling out the nation which had done us most 
injury. He was in favor of the commitment of 
the amendment, in order to mature it, and report 
it in some more practicable form. 

Mr. GARDENIER was against commitment. As 
to the opposition said to be made to propositions 
made by the majority—did the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania mean to say that the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Eppes) was the majority ? 
He protested against the gentleman’s being con- 
sidered a majority, even when aided by the intelli- 
gence and discernment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. Mr.G said, he recollected that not 
long ago the majority, commonly so called, would 
have nothing to do with propositions something 
similar to that now moved, and it therefore ap- 
peared to him that it must be a minority who 
were supporting the present amendment. 

Mr. G. observed that propositions of the most 
contradictory nature were all pressed with equal 
zeal into this bill. He did not mean to say this 
was done with any improper object; but the 
effect would certainly be to deiay the bill. He 
protested against this delay and these various 
propositions. It reminded him of a story, which 
he would repeat, though it might not be deemed 
strictly classical by some gentlemen, as it was 
neither from A%sop or Dilworth. A physician 
administering dose after dose to a sick man, was 
reproached for it by the patient, who thought it 
was time to stop. “No,” said the doctor; “we 
shoot into the disease, and, though we miss it 
often, we shall hit it at last.” “ Yes,” replied the 
patient, rather shrewdly,” “but all this time you 
hit me without touching the disease.” Mr. G. 
said he was willing to take the bill as it came 
from the Senate, without adding any other re- 
striction by way of experiment. That bill left 
our vessels at liberty to proceed where they 
pleased. Now the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Eppes) had moved an amendment to pro- 
tect them in their trade to certain ports, and 
declared that those who refused to do so, were 
willing to abandon the rights of the country. If 
that were correct, it followed conclusively that 
for three years past the rights of the nation had 
been abandoned. All appeared willing now to 
get rid of the non-intercourse ; and it seemed very 
preper that the House should decide that they 
would have commerce before they determined to 
protect it—for they could not protect before they 
had it. The proposition now made, appeared to 
_ something like putting the cart before the 

orse. 
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served that they ought to be accurately exam- 
ined before the House decided on any such 
proposition. 

Mr. G. was called to order before he concluded 
his remarks, for wandering from the question be- 
fore the House, viz: the motion for reference to 
a select committee. Mr. Ross had been called 
to order by Mr. G. for the same deviation, and 
Mr. G. was reminded by the Speaker more than 
once to adhere to the question before the House. 
When called to order the last time, Mr. G. took 
his seat, as directed by the rules of the House. 
The Speaker declared his observations to be 
irrelevant to the question before the House. Mr, 
Lyon obtained the floor to speak; but Mr. G. 
claimed a right to pursue his observations. The 
Speaker decided that he had not a prior right to 
the floor. From this decision Mr. Dana appeal- 
ed. The decision was confirmed by the House 
—yeas 77, nays 43, as follows: 

Yreas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Mat- 
thew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Coch« 
ran, James Cox, William Crawford, Henry Crist, Rich- 
ard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. 
Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 
S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, jr., Peterson Goodwyn, 
Edwin Gray, Daniel Heister, William Helms, James 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, 
Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jer- 
emiah Morrow, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsylva- 
nia, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John Thompson, 
Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Rob- 
ert Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 

Nays—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. 
Dana, William Ely, James Emott, Barent Gardenier, 
Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel ‘A. Haven, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert 
Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Jo- 
seph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, 
Pleasant M. Miller, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pear- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Eli- 
sha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Samuel Smith, John 
Stanley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John 
Taylor, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekie 
Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 

The question again recurred on the question 
of reference to a select committee. 

Mr. Lyon began to make some remarks against 
the decision just made on the point of order. 

He was called to order, because debating a 


Mr. G. alluded to the modification which | question not before the House, and resumed his 
the Orders in Council had undergone, and ob- | seat. 
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Mr. Garpenter then rose and made some fur- 
ther remarks against the reference of the amend- 
ments from the Senate, with those proposed by 
Mr. Eppes. It could produce no effect but delay, 
being a distinct question, which could better be 
discussed in connexion with the bill from the 
Senate. 


The question was taken on the motion to refer 
the amendments of the Senate with Mr. Epres’s 
amendment thereto to a select committee, and 
carried—yeas 74, nays 49, as follows: 


Yras—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cox, William Crawford, 
Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. 
Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. 
Garland, Thomas Gholson, jr., Peterson Goodwyn, 
Daniel Heister, William Helms, James Holland, Ben- 
jamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
Walter Jones, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel Mc- 
Kee, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, 
Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, Peter 
B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus 
Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John Thompson, 
Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Rob- 
ert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wither- 
spoon. 

Nays—William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, John C. Chamberlain, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, Samuel 
W. Dana, William Ely, James Emott, Barent Gar- 
denier, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., 
Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, 
Jonathan O, Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Jo- 
siah Quincy, Dennis Smelt, John Stanley, James Ste- 
phenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, John Taylor, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald 
Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Whea- 
ton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Eppes, Wurrenitt, 
Montcomery, Mumrorp, Dana, Desna, Curts, 


Winn, and W. Ausron, be appointed the said com- 
mittee. 


CONVOY PRINCIPLE. 

A motion was made by Mr. Eppes, that the 
Committee of the whole House be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill author- 
izing the President of the United States to em- 
ploy the public armed vessels, and permitting 
merchant vessels to arm for the defence of Ame. 
rican commerce: And the question being taken 


Feprvary, 1810 
thereon, it was resolved in the affirmative—yea; 
77, nays 42, as follows: 


Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, 
William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur. 


well Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Johy | 


Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew 
Clay, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, Wil. 
liam Crawford, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. Eppes, William Find. 
ley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gan. 
nett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thomas 
Gholson, junior, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel Heister, 
William Helms, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Wil. 
liam Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Mil- 
ler, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas 
Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8, Mumford, Roger 
Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Ni. 
cholson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea oj 
Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Rich- 
ards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebeneze: 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey. 
bert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, 
Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, 
Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wither. 
spoon. 

Nars—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
C. Chamberlain, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chit- 
tenden, William Ely, James Emott, Barent Gardenier, 
Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert 
Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Jo- 
seph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, Vincent Mat- 
thews, Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun.. 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quin- 
cy, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, William Stedman, 
James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, 
John Taylor, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 
Whitman, and James Wilson. 





Weopnespay, February 28, 


Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, presented a bill regulating the 
Post Office Establishment; which was read twice. 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
and report from the Secretary of War, relative to 
the sufficiency and quality of the muskets map- 
ufactured at the public armory and arsenal at 
Springfield, in obedience to a resolution of the 
twenty-fifth ultimo; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of the Collectors of Philadelphia and Nor- 
folk; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “Au 
act making appropriations for the Navy of the 
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Amey 


United States, for the year 1810;” and the same 
being read, were concurred in by the House. 


AMEY DARDIN. 


Mr. Guo.son, from the committee appointed 
on the seventh of December last, on the petition 
of Amey Dardin, made a report thereon ; which 
was read, and referred to a Committee of the 
whole House on Friday next. 

The report is as follows: 


That the petitioner claims compensation for a stud- 
horse, known by the name of Romulus, taken from her 
husband, David Dardin, in the year 1781, for the use 
of the army of the United States. It appears that the 
said horse was impressed from David Dardin for the 
public service by Lieutenant Rudder, a Continental 
officer, on the 26th of February, in the year aforesaid, 
and was then valued at the sum of £750 specie. The 
horse was taken to the army in North Carolina, then 
commanded by General Greene, who, upon hearing of 
the valuation, ordered the said horse to be valued again, 
which valuation was still higher than the first; where- 
upon General Greene ordered the horse to be returned 
to his former owner, who called upon three persons to 
ascertain the damages sustained by the use of his horse, 
and they estimated the damages at £100. The said 
Dardin then received the horse as his property, and 
continued to use him as such until the 18th July, 1781, 
when another Continental officer again took the horse 
and gave a receipt for him, wherein the sum of £750 is 
mentioned as having been before stated as the appraised 
value. This procedure attracted the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive of Virginia, and in December, 1782, Benjamin 
Harrison, then Governor, made a representation to Gen- 
eral Greene respecting this subject; but the horse be- 
ing by this time in the State of Georgia, and applied 
tothe public service, was continued therein, finally dis- 
sposed of, and never thereafter returned to the said 
owner. It also appears that this claim of Dardin was 
referred to the Virginia Assembly in 1782 by the court 
of Mecklinburg county; and, in a former report it is 
stated, and believed to be true, that Dardin accordingly 
petitioned the Legislature of that State; but his claim 
heing considered as coming more properly against the 
Union than against any particular State, he did not 
succeed. He, or the present petitioner, was then ad- 
vised that redress might be obtained against the offi- 
cers who took the horse, and a suit was instituted in 
the High Court of Chancery of Virginia for that 
purpose, which suit was depending, therein until the 
month of June, 1793, when it appears to have been 
abandoned and was dismissed. With the exception 
of the fact which the committee have extracted from a 
former report in this case, that this claim was once 
presented to and rejected by the Virginia Legislature, 
(which is deemed a circumstance of no particular im- 
portance,) all the foregoing statement is supported 
by written documents, which appear to be genuine 
and authentic. 

On the merits of this claim, your committee consider 
it almost superfluous to comment. The facts are con- 
clusive in its favor, and no obstacle to its discharge 
can be conceived, except the lapse of time on this sub- 
ject. The committee beg leave to state, that on the 
23d July, 1787, Congress passed a resolution provid- 
ing that all persons having unliquidated claims against 
the United States shall exhibit a particular abstract 
thereof to the Comptroller of the Treasury of the Uni- 
ten States within one year. This was the first limita- 
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tion that was adopted in respect to any class of claims, 
except those for personal services, which had been 
barred by the resolution of 2d November, 1785. The 
committee are of opinion that this claim was not in- 
cluded in the resolution of 23d July, 1787, because that 
resolution mentions only unliquidated claims; and the 
present claim was always liquidated and certain. The 
certificate granted by the Continental officer states the 
appraisement of the horse, made pursuant tothe usage 
of the army, at the specific sum of £750 specie. 

The next limitation to claims against the United 
States, and which it is believed by the committee 
embraces the claim of the petitioner, is contained in 
the act of the 12th February, 1793, which took effect 
on the lst of May, 1794, On the 28th of February, 
1794, the petitioner, instead of presenting her claim to 
the Treasury, according to the requisition of the statute 
of the 12th of February, 1793, presented it to Congress, 
who took cognizance of it, and ordered it to lie on their 
table. Her petition, and the only documents on which 
she could have succeeded at the Treasury, were re- 
tained in the possession of the House of Representa- 
tives until, and for some time after, the statute of lim- 
itations began to operate. Your committee have no 
hesitation in hazarding the opinion that in a case like 
this, between A and B, before an intelligent and up- 
right, and equitable judge, the claim would be most 
undoubtedly sanctioned, as not coming within the spir- 
it, although it may fall within the strict letter of the 
act of limitation. 

Placing, however, this question out of view, the 
committee are still of opinion that the claim of the 
petitioner ought to be allowed. They believe that 
when a claim, founded in a fair consideration, and sup- 

| ported by indisputable evidence, is presented for pay- 
ment, a proper self-respect on the part of the Govern- 
ment, as well as justice to the claimant, requires its 
discharge. They therefore submit the following reso- 
lution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought to 
be granted. 


RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 


Mr. Livermore observed that he believed it 
would be acknowledged by every gentleman that 
it was an incumbent duty of the Representatives 
of the people to obtain, by all proper means, in- 
formation of the state of public affairs, especially 
so far as relates to foreign nations. In the course 
of the present session, said he, we have heard a 
great deal about the two belligerents; they seem 
to have occupied almost the whole of our atten- 
tion—we have heard nothing of any other nation. 
We have received from no quarter information 
relative to our relations with any nation other 
than the two great belligerents; but when we 
come to consider the case, it will be found that 
there is at least one other nation of great import- 
ance to the United States—I mean the Spanish 
nation; and it is to obtain some information re- 
lative to this country that I rise to offer a reso- 
lution. 

If, sir, we consider the various lights in which 
this country presents itself with reference to the 
people of the United States, it will be found to 
be of the greatest importance that we should pay 
attention to it. In the first place, the territory 
occupied by that nation on this continent is of 
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immense extent, inhabited by a very numerous 
people, possessing almost all climates, and pro- 
ducing perhaps the commodities of all. It abounds 
in the greatest wealth, has numerous ports and 
harbors,advantageously situated for commerce, and 
peculiarly presents itself to the United States as 
a country with which we carry on a very lucra- 
tive branch of commerce. We have had for 
several years various disputes with the Spanish 
Government. Under the Spanish Government, 
great depredations have been made on the com- 
merce of the Uni.ed States; spoliations have been 
committed on our trade to a very large amount, 
for which the people of the United States have 
never been indemnified. There have also been 
disputes as to boundaries. The United States 
have at a very great expense purchased a very 
large territory that was the property of the peo- 
ple of Spain. We know not how far that nation 
acquiesced in the purchase. Many things have 
been said as to the improper manner in which 
the man, Government, or nation, who sold the 
territory to the United States became possess- 
ed of it. It has been said that he or they 
never acquired a just title to the territory; that 
it was simply placed in his or their possession 
for the purpose of guarantying to a branch of the 
Spanish family the Kingdom of Etruria—and 
we all well know what has become of that King- 
dom. Whether the Spanish monarch recognised 
the right of Frauce to transfer or not, is an im- 
portant question. At any rate, the boundaries of 
the Spanish territories and of those of the United 
Staies are not settled. I believe it will be found 
of the greatest importance that there should be a 
settlement of this dispute. In consequence of a 
neglect to settle them at a proper opportunity, 
the country might be hereafter drained of its 
population by unprofitable wars. When, sir, we 
reflect on what has occurred in relation to the 
army under General Wilkinson at New Orleans, 
every one will recoil with horror at the idea of 
what might be the consequence of prosecuting a 
war in that quarter to maintain even our just 
rights. 

The commerce of the United States with no 
nation on the Continent is more advantageous to 
us than with European Spain. We have been 
informed by the newspapers, the only source of 
information in this case, of various vicissitudes 
in the Government of Spain, of the abdication of 
Charles IV. in favor of his son Ferdinand, of the 
captivity of the latter, of a Junta assuming the 
Government in the name of Ferdinand VII. en- 
deavoring to resist a foreign yoke, and that, as 
far they have been able, they have released 
our property carried in under decrees heretofore 
announced to us by the President of the United 
States as being consonant to the system of Bona- 
parte. We know also that a public function- 
ary, under the name of Chargé des Affaires of 
the United States, still resides in Spain, and 
has been accredited by that Government. It is 
important to our citizens to know how far they 
may trade to Spain. It is important to secure 
the friendship of the Spanish population in 
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what it will. I consider it our bounden duty to 
endeavor to obtain information on this subject. 
I hope that no gentleman will think it derogatory 
to inquire into the state of our relations with that 
nation. As I conceive that very important in. 
formation may be given by the Executive which 
does not require secrecy, and that we, as the 
Representatives of the people, ought to have that 
information, I have thought it my duty to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House such 
information as he can communicate, which does not 
require secrecy, of the appointment of an Ambassado; 
or other Public Minister by the Government of Spain, o: 
the Supreme Central Junta exercising the Government 
in behalf of the People of Spain, since the detention 
of their King in France, or of the application of any 
person to be received by the President and accredited 
as a Public Minister under such authority. And of 
any measures taken or proposed on the part of Spain, 
since the purchase of Louisiana by the United States, 
for the settlement of differences and making indemni- 
fication for claims against that Government for spolia- 
tions committed on the high seas. And, also, for set- 
tling the boundaries between the Territories of the 
United States and the Spanish Territories. And any 
official information which may have been received from 
Charles the Fourth, King of Spain, of his having ab- 
dicated the Government in favor of Ferdinand the Sev- 
enth, and of his acceptance thereof. And, generally, 
such information as may enable Congress to form a 
correct idea of the relative situation of the People of 
the United States with the Spanish People and Gov- 
ernment. 


On the question, “ Will the House now con- 
sider the resolution?” It was determined in the 
negative, 57 to 43. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the various resolutions on the sub- 
ject of the batture. 

Mr. Guotson, desirous to have some specific 
proposition propounded to the House for decision 
moved that the Committee rise, with a view to 
refer the subject to a select committee. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. Bacon. 
Fisk, Boyp, Poinpextrer, Garvenier, Kino 
Porter, and Ross, and supported by Messrs. 
Guo son, Love, and Troup. 

The motion was negatived, 66 to 30. 


The first resolution, among the many referred 
to thecommittee, which came under consideration, 
is as follows: 

“ Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize the 
President of the United States, if he shall be of opin- 
ion that the United States have such a claim to the 


batture in front of the suburb of St. Mary, in the city of 


New Orleans, as will justify the expense of prosecu- 
ting the same, with the assent of the persons removed 
therefrom, on the 25th of January, 1808, to name 
three persons, who shall have full power to hear 
and finally determine all right, title, claim, and demand 
whatsoever, as well of the United States as of the per- 
sons so removed, both in law and equity, and thei! 
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decision, or a majority of them, shall be binding as 
well on the United States as the said parties.” 

Messrs. ALSTON, Tay.Lor, and Troup, opposed 
the resolution, and Mr. Emorrt supported it. 

A motion was made for the Committee to rise, 
and negatived, 58 to 48. 

Mr. Love opposed the resolution and concluded, 
by a motion to rise,—Negatived. 

Mr. Taytor opposed the resolution. 

Mr. WINN moved to rise; negatived. 

Mr. Love and Mr. Guotson opposed the reso- 
lution, and Mr. Ross and Mr. Key supported it. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Hens that 
the Committee rise, and carried, 53to 51. And 
the House adjourned. 





Tuourspay, March 1. 


Mr. Poypras presented sundry resolutions of 
the Legislative Council and House of Represent- 
atives of the Territory of Orleans, in relation to 
the batture in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the 
city of New Orleans; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting a copy 
of the opinion of the Attorney General on the right 
of the United States to the batture in New Or- 
leans, in obedience to a resolution of the 27th ult. ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting copies of the trea- 
ties concluded with the Delaware, Pottawatamie, 
Miami, Eel River, and Wea tribes of Indians, 
for the extinguishment of their title to the lands 
therein described; and recommending to the con- 
sideration of Congress the making provision by law 
for carrying them into execution. The Message 
treaties were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


- unfinished business of yesterday ; and the ques- 


tion being taken, Shall the Committee of the 
Whole have leave to sit again on the resolutions 
roposed by Mr. Suerrey, on the 11th December 
ast, relative to the batture in front of the suburb 
St. Mary, in New Orleans? it was determined in 
the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Poinpexrer, that 
the House do come to the following resolution: 


Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize the per- 
sons, or their legal representatives, who were removed 
from the batture in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the 
Territory of Orleans, by order of the President of the 
United States, on the 25th January, 1808, to institute 
an action of ejectment, or such other suit or action as 
may be necessary, in the district court of New Orleans, 
against the Mayor of the city of New Orleans, who shall 
be constituted a defendant in such action, for the ex- 
press purpose of asserting and defending the right of 
the United States to said batturé; and that the Judge 
of the said court, after the issue is joined between the 
parties, be authorized and required to order such action 
to be tried in such circuit court of the United States 
where, in his opinion, a fair and impartial trial cau be 
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had; and the judgment of the court to which the same 
shall be removed for trial as aforesaid, may be re-exam- 
ined and reversed or affirmed, in the same manner as 
other causes in such circuit court are; and the final 
judgment, sentence, or decree, in such action, shall be 
final and conclusive between the United States and all 
individual claimants as to the title of the said batture, 
and may be plead in bar to any subsequent suit or action 
for the recovery of the same, or any part thereof; and 
the record and proceedings in such action shall be 
returned and deposited among the judgments of the 
said district court of the Territory of Orleans. 

The said resolution was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES. 


Mr. Rasa called for the consideration of the 
two resolutions submitted by him some time ago, 
directing the Committee of Ways and Means to 
inquire into the expediency of laying additional 
duties on all importations from Great Britain and 
France. 

Mr. Porrer opposed their passage. He said 
the only effect of adopting the measure they con- 
templated would be to increase smuggling and to 
raise the prices of European goods already in the 
hands of our merchants. 

Mr. W. Aston observed that the subject be- 
ing already specially referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, there could be no necessity 
for passing these resolutions, unless gentlemen 
deemed the committee too slow, and wished to 
spur them up. 

Mr. Ruea observed that if the doctrine of the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. Porrer) was 
correct, it would be a reason why no duties 
should ever have been laid. If former Legisla- 
tures had acted with such views, there never 
would have been any revenue raised. The gen- 
tlemen from the Eastern States ought to be the 
last to oppose such a measure; because, as they 
were engaged more in manufacturing than any 
other portion of the Union, every additional duty 
would operate to their advantage. The subject 
might be collaterally before the Committee of 
Ways and Means, but he wished particularly to 
point their attention it. 

Mr. McKim observed that this appeared to him 
to be a time when the United States ought sedu- 
lously to cultivate their own resources. When 
our commerce was on all sides interrupted, he 
wished not to see our infant manufacturing estab- 
lishments depressed by permitting foreign manu- 
factures to compete with our own on advantage- 
ous terms; and, therefore, he hoped the resolutions 
would pass, and some such measure be adopted. 

Mr. Van Horn hoped the resolutions would 
not pass. It appeared to him that every measure 
coming before the House was calculated to de- 
press the price of the produce of the agriculturist 
and to raise the price of imported articles. Why 
ought this time particularly to be selected for 
raising the duties on imported goods when the 
importation of such goods was absolutely inter- 
dicted by law? The very reference of these 
propositions to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, he said, would have an effect to raise the 
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prices of the goods on hand. It was nota pro- | 
position to lay discriminating duties; he never 
would consent to tax agriculture for the purpose 
of raising up manufactures. He wished to see 
manufactures flourish, but not at the expense of 
agriculture. 

Mr. Porrer said that the duties on imports 
were already as high as they ought to be. In | 
the State which he represented there were per- 
haps more manufactories of cotton than in all 
the United States besides. But he would not, to 
make them still greater, depress agriculture. 
The profits of the manufacturer were, besides, 
already sufficiently large. While the agricul- 
turists for some time past had not made two per | 
cent. on their capital, the manufacturers had 
made from 50 to 100 per cent. and become enor- | 
mously rich. 

Mr. Rupa was not certain that he should be 
for increasing the duties, but he wished a full re- 
port on the subject. That manufactures would 
do injury to the agricultural interest, was a para- 
dox, he said, more talked about than understood. 
If the United States consume as much produce 
as was exported, would not agriculture be bene- 
fitted by the increased demand for produce? 
Everything tending to lessen the importation of 
foreign merchandise went to the benefit of agri- 
culture. 

Mr. Macon was willing to refer the subject, 
though he would not agree to tax the agricultur- 
ist for the benefit of the manufacturer. He did 
not fear the effect of a reference on the market. 
Numerous petitions, praying an increase of duty 
on imported hats, had been referred to a com- 
mittee; but he presumed the reference of those 
petitions had not raised the price of hats. 

Mr. Eppes observed that on the 8th of January 
the Committee of Ways and Means had address- 
ed a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, ask- 
ing how’far the duties on goods imported into 
the United States could be increased without 
detriment to the revenue. The committee had 
been since that time in daily expectation of an 
answer, on which they intended to act as soon as 
it was received. 

On motion of Mr. Livermors, the resolutions 
were ordered to lie on the table. 


DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
on the bill authorizing a detachment of the militia 
of the United States, as reported with amend- 
ments by a select committee. 

The bill as amended provides— 


That the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, at such times as he shall deem 
necessary, to require of the Executives of the several 
States and Territories, to organize, arm, and equip, 
according to law, and hold in readiness to march at a 
moment’s warning, their respective proportions of one 
hundred thousand militia, officers included, to be ap- 
portioned by the President of the United States, from 
the latest militia returns in the Department of War; 
and in cases where such returns have not been made, 
by such other rule as he shall judge equitable. 

Sec. 2. That the Executives of the several States 
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and Territories may accept, as part of the said detach. 


ment, any corps of volunteers who shall engage tp 
continue in service six months after they arrive at the 
place of rendezvous. 

Sxc. 3. That each company of volunteers may }- 
composed of volunteers from one or more companies 
of militia, and shall be commanded by such officers 
from the respective companies to which they belong, 
as the Executive of the State or Territory may des. 
ignate for that purpose, having regard, as near as may 
be, to the numbers volunteering from each company. 

Sec. 4. That each volunteer shall sign an engage. 
ment to serve the United States, according to the pro. 
visions of this act; and when his engagement shall ly 
accepted by the Executive of the State or Territory to 
which he belongs, he shall, as soon as called into ac. 


tual service, under authority of the United States, be 


subject to the rules and articles of war; and may also 
be called into the service of the United States, to any 
place, not beyond sea, out of the jurisdiction of the 
United States. 

Sec. 5. That when a return of such volunteers shal! 
be made to the Department of War, each non-com- 
missioned officer and private shall be furnished by the 
United States with a musket and other accoutrements 
required by law, in complete order, and each musician 
with a suitable instrument of music. 

Sec. 6. That the said volunteers shall, once in each 
year, if not called into actual service, be encamped for 
ten days successively, for improvement in camp duty 
and discipline, either by regiments, battalions, or com- 
panies, as the commander of brigade shall direct. And 
in case any non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, shall fail to attend and perform his duty as afore- 
said, without an excuse satisfactory to the commani- 
ant of his regiment, or shall so appear, without being 
uniformed according to orders, his arms and accoutre- 
ments, or musical instruments, shall revert to the Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec. 7. That, for the safe-keeping and security of the 
arms, accoutrements, and instruments of music, afore- 
said, the commandant of each regiment be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to designate some con- 
venient place of rendezvous, at which the volunteers 
aforesaid shall meet, for the purpose of being instruct- 
ed in camp duty and discipline, as herein before di- 
rected ; and at the place so designated there shall be an 
arsenal for the deposite of the said arms, accoutre- 
ments, and instruments of music, to be kept in good 
order, ready to be delivered to the several companies 
of volunteers aforesaid, either to be instructed in camp 
duty and discipline as aforesaid, or when called into 
actual service. And at the expiration of the time for 
which such volunteers engaged to serve, they shall 
each be entitled to the arms, accoutrements, and in- 
struments of music aforesaid, as their own private 
property, to be used and disposed of as they shall think 
proper: Provided nevertheless, That before any such 
volunteer shall receive the arms, accoutrements, or in- 
struments of music to which he is entitled by this act, 
he shall produce from the commanding officer of his 
regiment a certificate that he has performed the service 
required by his engagement. 

Sec. 8. That the commanding officer of each regi- 
ment be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to 
rent for the use of the United States, a convenient 
building to be used as an arsenal, for the deposite of 
the arms, accoutrements, and instruments of music 
aforesaid ; and to allow the armorer, to be appointed 
for keeping the same in good order, such reasonable 
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compensation, not exceeding per month, as in 
his judgment shall be just and equitable. And in case 
there shall not be a sufficient number of volunteers in 
any State or Territory to form a regiment, then the 


duties required of the commandant of regiment shall | 


be performed by the commandant of battalion. 

Sec. 9. That while marching to and from, and per- 
forming duty at, such encampment, the commissioned 
officers and musicians shall be allowed the same month- 
ly pay, and the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, the same rations as in the Army of the 
United States, and one day’s march shall be estimated 
at twenty miles. 

Sec. 10. That the detachment of militia and volun- 
teers aforesaid, shall be officered out of the present 
militia officers, or others, at the option and discretion 
of the constitutional authority in the respective States 
and Territories, the President appointing the general 
officers among the several States and Territories, as he 
may deem proper. 

Sxc. 11. That the said detachments shall not be 
compelled to serve a longer time than six months after 
they arrive at the place of rendezvous, and that during 
the time of their service they shall be entitled to the 
same pay, rations, and allowances for clothing, as are 
established by law for the Army of the United States. 

Sec. 12. That the militia draughted as aforesaid, or 
who shall volunteer as a part of the detachment au- 
thorized by this act, shall be liable to do duty in the 
several regiments, companies, and corps to which they 
belong, in the same manner as they would do if the 
aforesaid detachment had not been made, except when 
in service : Provided, however, 'That in all cases where 
said detachment shall be called into service, or when- 
ever such troops shall be called out for military exer- 
cise, they shall be excused from performing duty in 
their respective regiments and corps, during the con- 
tinuance of such service. 

Src. 13. That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to call into the ser- 
vice any part or the whole of said detachment, when 
he shall judge that the exigencies of the United States 
require it; and if a part only of said detachment shall 
be called into actual service, they shall be taken from 
such parts thereof as the President of the United 
States shall deem proper. 

Src. 14, That a sum not exceeding one million of 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropria- 


ted, for the pay, subsistence, and support of such part 


of said detachment as shall be called into actual ser- 
vice. 

Sec. 15. That this act shall continue and be in force 
for two years from the passage thereof, and no longer. 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. Hurry conceived that the clause which 
provides for the apportionment of the draught, 
according to the last returns would operate une- 
qually, as some returns had been regularly made, 
and others had not. Such an apportionment 
would require from Massachusetts, one-fifty-sev- 
enth part of her whole population ; from Rhode 
Island, one-sixtieth ; from Connecticut, one-sev- 
enty-ninth ; from New Jersey, one-thirty-eighth ; 
from Delaware, one-forty-third. This inequality 
was owing to the different modes of making re- 
turns. He proposed an amendment authorizing 
the apportionment to be made according to the 
number of white male inhabitants between 16 


llth Con. 2d Sess.—47 





and 45 years of age, as ascertained by the last 
census. 

Mr. Ross opposed the amendment as opera- 
ting partially towards States having black popu- 
lation, and therefore aggressively on the States 
having no black population. 

Mr. Troup replied to Mr. Ross’s remarks on 
| the subject of black population. 
| Mr. Varnum opposed the amendment, because 
| it would operate unjustly. Those States whose 

numbers had not increased at all would have to 

contribute more than their proportion, whilst 
those which had rapidly increased in population 
would contribute just as much less than their 
proportion as their numbers at the last census 
were smaller than at present. 

Mr. Roor thought the mode proposed by the 
bill most advisable. Every mode would be lia- 
ble to objections. One reason of the difference 
in the ratio of the returns of the militia was, 
that New Jersey returned all the Quakers as mi- 
litia men, whilst other States did not. If the 
proposed amendment was adopted, New York 
would not have her proportion, as he was anx- 
ious she should have, if the bill passed as report- 
ed. If the amendments reported were not agreed 
to, he did not care how few were required of that 
State. 

Mr. Marion was opposed to the amendment, 
because he thought the apportionment ought to 
be according to the returns, though no State 
would be more benefited by a different course 
than South Carolina. Policy forbade that State 
to lessen the number of its militia, and every man 
capable of militia duty was returned, and there- 
fore the State returned a larger number in pro- 
portion to its white population than other States. 

Mr. Souruarp was in favor of striking out 
the present mode for the purpose of substituting 
another, though he did not precisely concur in 
the mode proposed. 

Mr. Ho.tvanp spoke against the amendment. 

Mr. Horry withdrew his amendment to make 

way for another motion, viz: 

| Mr. Biss moved to amend the bill so as to ap- 
| portion the respective quotas “according to the 
‘number of white male inhabitants between the 
|‘ ages of 16 and 45, to be collected from any re- 
‘turns in the Department of War, or in any 
‘other way he (the President) may judge equit- 
‘ able.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it 
was negatived. 

Mr. GaRrLaAnp objected to that part of the bill 
which provides that the officers shall receive pay 
whilst in training, whilst a similar provision was 
not contained as to the privates. 

Mr. Cuay observed that the privates were to 
receive their accoutrements instead of pay. 

Mr. Netson was in favor of putting the offi- 
cers and privates on the same footing. If they 
paid one, they ought to pay both. The accou- 
trements would be of no use to a person but in 
the service of the United States, if he should be 
again called into service. It seemed hard that 
the officers, who were generally men of property, 
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should be paid for their service, whilst the pri- | two years, made a considerable sacrifice. Th, 
vates, less able to lose their time, were to receive | bounty of a set of arms was not too great an jp. 
nothing. If there was to bea distinction, he had | ducement to engage. In addition to this they 
rather the privates should be paid, and the officers | ought to receive compensation while in service 


should serve gratis. _and be placed in this respect on a par with the 
Mr. GarLanp moved to amend the bill so as | officers. 
provide that non-commissioned officers and pri-| Mr. Basserr said that in ordinary militia duty 


vates also should receive pay whilst in training. | the laws at present required every militiaman 
Mr. Roor said he admired the zeal of the gen-| be mustered at least six days in a year at his ow 
tleman from Maryland on this occasion; but he | cost, and in so doing they were often compelle; 
was confident if he had examined the bill in all | to go twenty or thirty miles to the place of rep. 
its bearings, he would not have made the same | dezvous. Now the ten days in the year, during 
objection. The bill was calculated to reward | which these volunteers were to be exercise) 
both officers and soldiers. The officers being | would be but an addition of four days to the 
bound to furnish themselves with all accoutre-| time now required, and as compensation they 
ments were to receive pay, but no other emolu-| would draw the rations the whole time. The 
ment, neither forage or rations. Officers in the} sum to be paid to each one, if the amendmen 
Army rarely drew rations, but took commuta-| was adopted, would be but a dollar and two. 
tion. It was supposed the usual pay would about | thirds, and no great object to the individuals, 
defray the officer’s expenses while attending on | but as economy was of importance at this time 
duty, and that it was supposed would be enough. | the sum total would be an object to the finance; 
It was calculated to pay the officers partially with | of the United States. 
honor. No more ought to be bestowed than Mr. GarLanp observed that the accoutremen: 
would secure them from loss in volunteering | were to be no part of compensation for the ser. 
their services. As to the privates, it was only | vices of the volunteers, but a bounty to induc: 
those who subscribed to certainengagementsthat| them to engage. These distinctions between 
were to be employed in this extra service. As | officers and privates were always odious. Hene: 
an inducement they were to draw rations whilst | it was that it was so much easier to procure a 
on duty,and for pay they were to receive their | army of officers than of soldiers, Small as the 
arms and accoutrements at the expiration of their | sum was to each individual, the amendment wa; 
engagement. The gentleman from Maryland | correct in principle, and would place the private: 
seemed to think that arms would be of no value! on an equal footing with the officers. Thes 
tothem. Mr. R. said, if the gentleman would | persons were not by the bill exempt from ordinary 
reflect that by the present militia laws every cit- | militia duty,as he understood it; so that it would 
izen was bound under a penalty to furnish be ten and not four days’ additional service. The 





self with arms, and those, too, of a certain descrip- | distinction, if suffered to remain, would be odi- 
tion, he would deem these arms worth something. | ous and prejudicial to the system ; and if the pay 
By this means for their services they would re-| was only six cents instead of a dollar and two- 
ceive muskets of the kind required by law, which | thirds, it ought to be given. 
they might not otherwise be able to acquire.| Mr. Roor was afraid that this bounty to the 
Musicians were to receive both pay and rations, | volunteers would break them down. It was pro- 
because the musical instrament was not suffi-| posed now to give to the privates the same pay 
ciently valuable to make a donation of it to op-| and rations as to the Army of the United States 
erate as an inducement to the musician to volun-| whilst in service. If the same was given to the 
teer his services. officers (to whom the bill allows pay only) there 
Mr. Cray had no great objection to the amend-| would be a great contest who should be received 
ment. But surely, he said, a set of arms, worth | asofficers. No more was required than a sufi- 
ten or fifteen dollars, was sufficient remuneration | cient inducement to the militia to volunteer, and 
for ten days’ service in training. When called | it was already held out by the bill. If the com- 
into actual service they were to receive in every | mittee were thus lavishie bountiful, before the 
respect the same pay as regular troops. bill found its way to the President, it would be 
Mr. Smicie said that the arms were a bounty | broken down. 
to volunteers. The rations were to support them| The amendment moved by Mr. Garzanp was 
while in the field. In fixing the pay of an army, | agreed to—40 to 35. 
of whatever description, due regard ought to be| Mr. Basserr moved to strike out the words 
had to the materials of which it is composed. | “six months,” the time for which the militia are 
This was not to be a mercenary regular army, | liable to serve after they arrive at the place o/ 
but, as he trusted, a body composed of the best | destination, and insert “ nine months.” If to be 
materials of the country. called out at all, six months would be too short a 
Mr. Varnum was in favor of the amendment. | time for them to employ it to any advantage.— 
Notwithstanding the donation of the accoutre-| Agreed to—49 to 32, 
ments of the soldiers might be deemed a suffi-; Mr. Hae said there were many companies in 
cient compensation for ten days’ service, yet it| the United States, and in some parts the whole 
was to be considered that those who turned out | body of the militia, who were already armed and 
as volunteers and signed an engagement to serve | equipped according to Jaw. To them a bounty 
six months, and to remain under chet engagement | of their accoutrements would be no inducemen! 
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to engage. 
ding a provision that any volunteer, who had at 
his own expense, armed and equipped himself 
according to law, should receive compensation 
therefor in money equal to the cost of the arms, 
to be estimated by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Poinpexter hoped the motion would not 
be agreed to. It appeared that the United States 
had already a sufficient number of arms to arm 
the whole number to be called into service under 
the bill. If a million of dollars was to be ex- 
pended for the arms for these volunteers, it would 
essentially change the question which the bill 

resented to the House. It was a desirable ob- 
ject, acknowledged by all to be so, to disperse the 
arms in possession of the Government over the 
United States. The amendment would involve 
the Government in an enormous expense; and 
those persons who had not guos would borrow a 








| gun to muster with, and the Government would 


| have to pay for it, and there would be no more 
arms dispersed through the country than there 


were at present. The object was to preserve the 
arms of the United States in good order, and to 


_ disperse them over the United States, and both 


CES FIER LENORE A 


objects would be defeated by the amendment. 


Mr. Cuay opposed the amendment as leading 
to imposition on the Government. 

Mr. Hace said it appeared to him to be ex- 
tremely hard that one part of the people should 
be compelled to arm themselves completely at 
their own expense, whilst another part was armed 


_ at the public expense. 


Mr. Cuay observed that Virginia had many 


: stands of arms, though they were not dispersed 
_ among the people, but deposited at particular 


_ places. 


He believed, if the fact could be ascer- 
tained, it would be found that some of the States, 


_ whose militia had not arms in their hands, had as 
' many arms as those States whose militia was 
_ completely armed. 


_ country he represented. 


Mr. Roor said that the amendment moved by 
the gentleman would havea bad effect on the 
It mhight be that in the 
State.of New Hampshire the whole body of the 
militia was armed according to law, but he had 


- no doubt that the inspectors permitted arms of 


very different calibres to pass inspection. But if 
they were completely armed, the youth growing 
up would want arms. 
litia were not all armed according to law, the 
young men, for speculation alone, would sign the 
engagement. They would borrow muskets, draw 
money for them, and the country would be no 
better armed than it is now. The object of the 
bill was to invite citizens to go into camp, and 
become acquainted with military discipline, as a 
remuneration for which they were to receive a 
stand of arms at the end of the period of their 
engagement. He had no doubt a sufficient num- 
ber of persons might be found unarmed in the 
Eastern States to complete their whole quota. 
Mr. Hate observed that if the arms were not 


according to law, his amendment would not ben- 
efit those holding them, and that would remove 
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one objection of the gentleman who had just sat 
down. 

Mr. Cuay said that if the amendment was 
agreed to, every man volunteering would be 
ready armed; and the United States would be 
charged with an additional expense of a million 
of dollars. 

The amendment was negatived—ayes 25. 

Mr. Van Horn moved to strike out the words 
“ not beyond sea ;” as he did not believe the mili- 
tia could be marched anywhere out of the juris- 
diction of the United States, he wished to do 
away all ambiguity on the subject. 

Mr. Cuay said that the volunteers were, if their 
services were required, to go without the juris- 
diction of the United States, but not beyond the 
sea. 

Mr. Macon wanted to know what sort of 
troops these were; they appeared to be neither 
one thing or the other. He was as desirous as 
any one of arming the whole body of the militia 
of the United States, but he did not think this 
the best way of doing it. 

Mr. PotnpexTer quoted the dictionary to ex- 
plain to gentlemen the meaning of the word 
“volunteer,” viz: “a soldier who goes of his 
own accord.” Before engaging, they were to sign 
an obligation to serve if wanted. If the amend- 
ment was agreed to, they could not march to 
Canada, if necessary. 

Mr. Van Horn said if he was in error, it origi- 
nated from the name with which the bill waschris- 
tened “a bill authorizing a detachment from the 
militia of the United States.” The Constitu- 
tion gave Congress no power to call out militia, 
but to execute the laws, repel invasion, &c., and 
for that purpose there could be no occasion for 
their going beyond the limits of the United 
States. Was this the way Congress were to legis- 
late? Why not say at once that they were going 
towar? These two little words, it seemed, were 
a declaration of war against Canada. Mr. Van 
Horn said he had no idea of authorizing the 
President of the United States to march the mi- 
litia or volunteers into Canada. It was a new 
way of makin@war. He had as much confi- 
dence in the President as he had ever expected 
to have in any man, but he thought, under the 
oath he had taken to support the Constitution, he 
could not vote for the bill if the words were re- 


Where, however, the mi- | tained. 


Mr. Varnum observed that the title need not 
be an objectof objection, for that could ke amend- 
ed at a proper time. If Great Britain should 
make an attack on the country, those men would 
be ready to march into the British provinces. If 
an attack was made by France on the other hand, 
and it was necessary to go into Florida, these 
men would be ready for that purpose. He was 
clearly of opinion that the words ought to be re- 
tained. 

Mr. Cay said that if his Eastern friends should 
be invaded, he wished to be ready to assist them ; 
and, when they had driven the enemy back to 
the line, to be at liberty to step over it. He said 
gentlemen might as well doubt the right of Cone 
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marine Explosion; to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 


MRS. HAMILTON’S CLAIM. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the following resolution reported 
by the Committee of Claims on the petition of 
Elizabeth Hamilton. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner onght 
not to be granted. 

Messrs. Netson and Taytor opposed, and 
Messrs. Root, Boyp, and Monrcomery, suppott- 
ed the report—each at considerable extent. 

At length the question was taken in Commit. 
tee, and the report disagreed to, 60 to 52. The 
Committee rose, and reported their disagreement. 

The House concurred with the Committee of 
; the Whole in their disagreement—yeas 62, nays 
52, as follows: 


gress to legislate at all, as doubt their right to 
make the provisions contemplated by the bill. 
Whether it was retained or not, he apprehended 
that the militia, after they bad driven an invading 
force to the line, would not stop there. 

Mr. Key thought this a very important ques- 
tion, wrapped up in the soft title of a bill author- | 
izing a detachment of militia. He agreed with 








the gentleman that the militia, after pursuing the 
enemy to the line, would not pull off their hats 
and bid them good bye; but that was not the 
uestion. This“ detachment of militia,” was in 
act a provisional army to serve for nine months, 
in effect a standing army for that time. There 
was nothing ever less like a, militia than this vol- 
unteer corps. - He was for the amendment. 
A motion was made that the Committee rise 
and report progress. 


5 Mr. Lyon hoped the Committee would not Yras—Burwell Basset, Daniel Blaisdell, Jas. Breck. 
rise, for it seemed to be just understood that this | enridge, John Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, Wil- 
bill was to raise an army of 100,000 men to goto | jiam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Canada or Cape Horn. He wasnot much alarmed | Chittenden, Howell Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, Joln 
at the idea of the President’s using the power | Dawson, William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, 
proposed to be given him by the bill. No Presi- | Thomas Gholson, jr., Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
dent would dare to call out an army to attack | Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin How. 
Canada under such a bill as this. But why vio- | ard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Rich- 
late the Constitution in this way? One of the | ard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, Herman 
great charges against the Federal Administration | Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv. 
was, that itcreated an army in this way thatthe | ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, 
Constitution did not recognise. He had no idea | Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. 
in this way of raising an army to go to Hudson’s | Miller, William Milnor; Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
Bay or Cape Horn. If that was not intended, | 2: mest eee ae eemngg: oer - 

: ‘ mas Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Ben- 
iinadice cont eid be peifectly ‘uut- jamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
derstood by those engaging as volunteers that | goth Quine fon Hos Adan Seyber Dennis ne 
they were to go beyond the jurisdiction of the | F : al 


; : “yt Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
United States if required, and he wished the | Taggart, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, Nicholas Van Dyke, 
United States to have fifty or one hundred thou- | Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban 
sand men ready to march at a moment’s warn- | Wheaton, and Ezekiel Whitman. 








a it should be deemed necessary. Narys—Willis Alston, jr. William Anderson, Eze- 
, he Committee then rose—50 to 46—and ob- | kiel Bacon, David Bard, Wm. W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, 
tained leave to sit again. Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Mat- 


thew Clay, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
| William Crawford, Henry Crist, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett 
Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Jacob Hufty, William Kennedy, Aaron 
‘Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Alexander 
McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, ‘T'ho- 
mas Moore, Thomas Newbold, John Porter, John Rea 
of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias 
| Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry South- 
ard, Richard Stanford, John Thompson, Robert Weak- 
ley, Robert Whitehill, and Robert Witherspoon. 

After some conversation as to the proper course 
now to be pursued, | 

Mr. Guotson moved that the Committee 0! 
Claims be instructed to report a bill, pursuant to 
the prayer of Elizabeth Hamilton. 

The motion was agreed to by yeas and nays— 
61 to 46—as follows: 

Yeas—Burwell Bassett, Daniel Blaisdell, Jas. Breck- 
enridge, John Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, Wi! 
liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, Howell Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, John 





Fripay, March 2. 


On motion of Mr. McKim, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to lay before this House such inform- 
ation as he may be possessed of, touching the emol- 
uments and expenditures of the Collector of the 
port of Baltimore. for the years 1808 and 1809, in 
the discharge of the duties of his office. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, 

Ordered, That the Message from the President 
of the United States, transmitting certain Indian 
treaties, received yesterday, be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, enclosing his two 
annual reports respecting unproductive post routes 
and public contracts; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act making an appropriation for the purpose of 
trying the practical use of the Torpedo or Sub- 








———— SS 





148. 


—_——— 


Mar: 








Daws 
Thon 
Nath: 
ard, J 
ard M 
Knick 
ermor 
Vince 
Miller 
O. Me 
mas } 
min I 
Josial 
ley, V 
Sturg 
Uri T 
selaer 
Wilsc 
Na 
kiel } 
Butle: 
Willi: 
liam | 
Gideo 
wyn, 
Aaror 
ander 
Thom 
Rea o 
thias 
Sage, 
Georg 
Stanf 
Rober 


Mr 
made 
refert 
read, 
is as 

Th 
ture o 
the F: 
fraid, 
awar¢ 
the a 
and n 
ferson 
add, | 
pecun 
bellig 
Wea 
to pre 
when 
tled t 
ted S 
laws | 
the ¢ 
restor 
the cl 
it wo 
rssur 
be as! 
the ex 
indivi 
whicl 
recon 

Re: 
to be 














1 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





Marca, 1810. 





Dawson, William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, 
Thomas Gholson, jr., Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin How- 
ard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. 
Miller, William Milnor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Tho- 
mas Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benja- 
min Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Ross, Dennis Smelt, John Stan- 
ley, William Stedman, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, 
Uri Tracy, Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K. Van Rens- | 
selaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James | 
Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- | 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, William W. Bibb, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, James Cochran, James Cox, | 
William Crawford, Henry Crist, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, | 
Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, Peterson Good- | 
wyn, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, William Kennedy, | 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Alex- 
ander McKim, John Mohtgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Thomas Newbold, John Porter, John | 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Mat- 
thias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, 
George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, Richard 
Stanford, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 

CLAIM OF JOHN MULLOWNY. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of John Mullowny. 
referred on the 4th December last; which was 
read, and concurred in by the House. The report 
is as follows: 

That this claim is for damages arising from the cap- 
ture of the British brig Catharine, in the year 1793, by 
the French national ship L’Embuscade, Captain Beau- 
fraid, within the territory of the United States, and 
awarded in 1794, by the district court of New York, to 
the amount of $2,934 70. The committee refers to, 
and makes a part of this report, the letter from Mr. Jef- 








ferson to Mr. Madison. The committee will further 
add, that the United States are not liable to make 
pecuniary compensation for any injury inflicted by a 
belligerent within the jurisdiction of our neutral waters. 
We are bound only to use all the means in our power 
to prevent such a wrong, and to restore the property 
when taken. So that the claim in this case is not enti- 
tled to the legal or equitable consideration of the Uni- 
ted States, either upon the general principles of the 
laws of nations, or upon the peculiar circumstances of | 
the case. The vessel and cargo in this case were 
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Monpay, March 5. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Governor of the State of Ohio, enclos- 
ing a resolution of the General Assembly of that 
State, expressive of their approbation of the con- 
duct of the General Government in the negotia- 
tions with foreign Powers; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


CONVOY AND ARMING. 


Mr. Eppes, from the committee to whom were 
referred the amendments from the Senate to the 
bill concerning commercial intercourse, &c., and 
Mr. E.’s amendments thereto, together with the 
bill reported by Mr. Burwe tt, concerning con- 
voy, &c., reported in part the following bill: 


A Bill authorizing the President to employ the public 
armed vessels of the United States in protecting, by 
convoy, merchant vessels owned wholly by citizens 
of the United States, in voyages to ports or places 
with which intercourse is prohibited by the decrees 
or orders of the Governments of Great Britain and 
France. 

Whereas, when two nations go to war, those that 
remain at peace retain their natural right to pursue 
their agriculture, manufactures, and commerce; to 
carry the produce of their labor to all places, belliger- 
ent or neutral, as usual; to go and come freely with- 
out injury or molestation; and, in short, that the war 
shall be to them as if it did not exist (with the excep- 
tion only of not furnishing to either party implements 
of war for the annoyance of the other; nor anything 
whatever to a place actually invested by its enemy :) 
And whereas, the state of war, at present existing be- 
tween Great Britain and France, furnishes no legiti- 
mate right to either to interrupt the agriculture of the 
United States, or the peaceable exchange of its pro- 
duce with all nations: And whereas, the Governments 
of Great Britain and France have, at various periods, 
issued decrees and orders in violation of the laws of 
nations, which, if submitted to, must finally terminate 
in the destruction of agriculture and commerce, 
branches of industry, which give food, clothing, and 
comfort, to the great mass of the inhabitants of the 
United States: And whereas, no nation can submit 
to have its peaceable industry suspended at the mere 
will of other nations: And whereas, repeated applica- 
tions have been made to the Governments of Great 
Britain and France, by the Government of the United 
States for a withdrawal of their decrees and orders, 
violating the lawful commerce and neutral rights of 
the United States; and these decrees and orders are 
still persisted in, to the great injury of the United 
States and in violation of their rights: 

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Con- 

ress assembled, That the merchant vessels of the 
Jnited States, owned wholly by a citizen or citizens 


restored by the interposition of the United States, and | thereof; laden wholly with articles of the growth, pro- 
the claim is the damages recovered in our courts; and | duce, or manufacture of the United States, owned 
it would be improper that the United States should | wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof; navigated 
rssume a responsibility for such damages. All that can | wholly by citizens of the United States, not having on 


be asked in such a case would be the legal process of | board implements of war, and bound to any port or 
the courts to reach the person and the property of the | place not actually invested, with which intercourse 


individual against whom judgment was pronounced, | shall be prohibited by the decrees or orders of the 
which was not withheld in this case. 


recommend the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not 
to be granted. 


The committee | Governments of Great Britain or France, shall be en- 
titled to protection by convoy. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
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authorized and required, on the application of a citizen 
or citizens of the United States, to employ the public 
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chant vessels bound to ports or places with which a 
tercourse shall be prohibited by the decrees or orders 


armed vessels of the United States, in convoying and | of the Governments of Great Britain or France. 


protecting merchant vessels of the United States, 
owned wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof; laden 
wholly with articles of the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of the United States, owned wholly by a citi- 
zen or citizens thereof; navigated wholly by citizens 
of the United States, not having on board implements 
of war, and bound to any port or place not actually in- 
vested, with which intercourse shall be prohibited by 
the decrees or orders cf the Governments of Great 
Britain or France. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States is hereby authorized to in- 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the decrees and orders of the Governments of Great 
Britain and France, violating the lawful commerce 
and neutral rights of the United States, shall be with. 
drawn, the powers vested in the President of the Uni- 
ted States by this act shall cease anddetermine. And 
in the event of a withdrawal of the decrees and orders 
of only one of the belligerents, the President of the 
United States shall continue to employ the public 
armed vessels in protecting, by convoy, (in conformity 
to the provisions of this act) the lawful commerce of 
the United States against the Power continuing in 


struct the commanders of the public armed vessels of | force its decrees or orders. 


the United States to oppose and defend against any 
search, restraint, or seizure, which shall be attempted 
upon vessels sailing under convoy, by the commander 
or crew of any armed vessel sailing under British or 
French colors, and to repel by force any assault or 
hostility which may be committed by such British or 
French armed vessel pursuing such attempt, and to 
subdue and capture the same. 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That any British 
or French armed vessel which shall be captured in 
consequence of search, restraint, or seizure, which shall 
be attempted upon vessels under convoy, shall be con- 
sidered lawful prize, and may be condemned in any 
court of the Uuited States having competent jurisdic- 
tion; and the proceeds arising from the sale of such 
ptize shall be distributed in conformity to the provis- 
ion of the act for the better government of the navy 
of the United States. 

Src. 5. And be tt further enacted, That after 
notice of this act at the several custom houses, it shall 
be the duty of the collectors to refuse a clearance to 
any merchant vessels bound, under convoy, to any 
port or place with which intercourse shall be prohibited 

the decrees or orders of the Governments of Great 

itdin' or France, unless satisfactory proof shall be 
exhibited that the cargo of such vessel consists wholly 
of articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the United States; that the vessel and cargo are owned 
wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof; that the vessel 
is navigated wholly by citizens of the United States ; 
and no part of the cargo consists of implements of 
war. And it shall be the duty of the collector to annex 
to the clearance granted, a certificate stating that the 
vessel and cargo are owned wholly by a citizen or 
citizens of the United States; that the vessel is navi- 
gated wholly by citizens of the United States; that 
the cargo consists wholly of articles of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United States, and that 
implements of war constitute no part of the cargo. 


Sec. 6 And be it further enacted, For the better 
regulation of the conduct of the collectors at the several 
ports, that the terms “implements of war,” used in 
this act, shall be considered as including the following 
articles and no other, viz: saltpetre, sulphur, cuirasses, 
pikes, swords, sword belts, knapsacks, saddles and bridles, 
cannons, mortars, fire-arms, pistols, bombs, grenades, 
bullets, fire-locks, flints, matches, and gunpowder. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby 
authorized to establish suitable instructions in conform- 
ity with the provisions of this act, for the regulation of 
the conduct of the collectors at the several ports, and 
of the officers of the navy employed in convoying mer- 
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The bill was twice read and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


Mr. Eppes also reported the disagreement of 
the committee to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill concerning commercial inter- 
course, &c. 

The immediate consideration of the last men- 
tioned report of the Committee was objected to 
by Mr. Dana and Mr. Quincy, because the time 
(12 o’clock) had not arrived for taking up the 
order of the day. But, before the question was 
taken on a motion of Mr. Quincy to lay it on the 
table, the hour arrived; and Mr. Quincy with- 
drew his motion. Messrs. Burwe tu and Liver- 
MORE spoke in favor of an immediate decision, 
as also did Mr. Quincy. 

The question was then stated on concurring 
with the report of the select committee in their 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. Dana called for a division of the question. 
He was in favor of agreeing with the Senate in 
striking out all the sections they had expunged, 
omer" the last, which limits the duration of the 
bill. 

The question was taken, without debate, on 
concurring with the committee in their disagree- 
ment to all the amendments of the Senate except 
so much as strikes out the last section, and deci- 
ded in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 47, as 
follows: 


Yras—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, 
Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, How- 
ell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. Eppes, William 
Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai 
Gannett, Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, jr., Peter- 
son Goodwyn, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- 
iel Macon, Samuel McKee Alexander McKim, Pleas- 
ant M, Miller, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gur- 
don 8. Mumford, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsy|- 
vania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, 
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Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles 
Turner, jr-, Robert Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 

Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John Campbell, Wil- 
liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, William Ely, James 
Emott, David 8. Garland, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin 
Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel 
Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., 
William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knicker- 
backer, Joseph Lewis, jr.. Edward St. Loe Livermore, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Vincent Matthews, Archi- 
bald McBryde, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. 
Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Ross, Dennis Smelt, John 
Stanley, William Stedman, James Stevenson, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, George M. Troup, Archi- 
bald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert 
Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and 
James Wilson. 


Sothe House refused, by a majority of twenty, 
to agree to strike out the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 
8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 13th sections. 

The question was then stated on concurring 
with the committee in their disagreement to the 
remainder of the Senate’s amendments, viz: 
striking out the 12th seetion (limiting the bill to 
the end of the next session.) 

Mr. Dana said he was not for making the law 
perpetual, and, therefore, he should certainly 
vote against this part, though he was in favor of 
all the rest of the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. Pitkin hoped this part of the amendment 
would not be agreed to, the more especially as a 
bill was this morning laid on the table for com- 
mencing aconvoy system. If we excluded armed 
vessels from our waters, no doubt other nations 
would adopt the same course in relation to our 
vessels, The bill ought, therefore, certainly to 
have a short existence, if passed into a law, or 
our vessels would not be permitted to convoy 
vessels to any port. 

The question was taken on agreeing to strike 
out this seetion, and lost, one hundred and four- 
teen members voting to retain the section, and 
not one to strike it out. 

So the bill is returned to the Senate precisely 
in the same form in which it first went from this 
House. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS, 


The House refused a call of Mr. Basserr for 
the order of the day on the bill from the Senate 
respecting the Navy, and of Mr. Cray for the 
militia volunteer bill—and, on motion of Mr. 
PoinpexTeR, again took up the subject of the 
batture at New Orleans. 

The resolution offered by Mr. PotnpexTer on 
a former day, but modified to-day, was under 
consideration in the following words: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize the per- 
sons, or their legal representatives, who were removed 
from the batture in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the 
Territory of Orleans, by order of the President of the 
United States, on the twenty-fifth day of January, one 
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thousand eight hundred and eight, to institute such 

suit or action as may be necessary, in the District Court 

of New Orleans, against the Attorney of the United 
States for the District of Orleans, who shall be consti- 
tuted a defendant in such action, for the express pur- 

pose of asserting and defending the right of the United 

States to said batture; and that the judge of the said 
Court, after the issue is joined between the parties, be 

authorized and required to order such action to be tried 

in such Circuit Court of the United States, where, in 

his opinion, a fair and impartial trial can be had, and 

the judgment of the court to which the same shall be 

removed for trial as aforesaid, may be re-examined and 
reversed or affirmed in the same manner as other causes 
in such Circuit Court are; and the final judgment, 
sentence, or decree, in such action shall be final and 

conclusive between the United States and all individual 
claimants as to the title of the said batture, and may 
be plead in bar to any subsequent suit or action for the- 
recovery of the same, or any part thereof; and the rec- 
ord and proceedings in such action shall be returned and 
deposited among the judgments of the said District 

Court of the Territory of Orleans. 


After much debate, the question was taken on 
its passage, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
60, nays 47, as follows : 

Yxras—Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, 
John Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, William Cham- 
berlin, Epavhroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, 
Matthew Ciay, Henry Crist, William Ely, James 
Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David S. Garland, Thomas R. 
Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hub- 
bard, Richard Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel Mc- 
Kee, Pleasant M. Miller, Gurdon S. Mumford, John 
Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., 
Timothy Pitkin jr., Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Ross, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Henry Southard, 
Richard Stanford, John Stanley, William Stedman, 
James Stephenson, Lewis B. Thompson, Uri Tracy, 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson, 
and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William 
W. Bibb, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, 
James Cochran, William Crawford, Joseph Desha, 
John W. Eppes, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
Barzillai Gannett, Thomas Gholson, jr., Peterson Good- 
wyn, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Walter Jones, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Alex- 
ander McKim, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Porter, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Ebenezer Sage, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, Samuel Smith, John Taylor, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert White- 
hill, and Richard Winn. 


The above resolution was referred to Messrs. 
Sserrey, Poinppxtrer, Ross, Van Horn, and 
Mier, to bring in a bill conformable thereto. 


And the House adjourned. 








14 


Ce ere a eee 


eee 


1487 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1488 


H. or R. Convoy and Arming. Marcu, 1810. 


Tvuespay, March 6. because it confined the cargo of the vessels to be 


Mr. Erres, from the Committee of Ways and armed or conveyed to the products of the coun- 
Sore presented a bill making appropriations aie ert a ent gentle. 
as . ‘oc | man, Mr. G. said, must see that this was a ques. 
Se OeeiNS ees ere emenee eee eran tion between two parties, belligerents and neu- 
mittee of the Whole on Thursday trals. Would the belligerents accept any evi- 
nan: i areae Moasts, tite otmiimitenn appointed, on dence from a custom-house that nothing was to 
' ’ . ’, 
‘the twenty-second of January last, on the petition be say Pt board an he vessel rk - 
of sundry inhabitants of the State of New York, a ‘all ” Wea aah eiaaa f aT eian¢ all 
: : . >| He called the attention of gentlemen to the law 
a ee ee ee ere rttiee of nations on this point, whether it contained any 
Meathe 4 hich was read twice and committed to | SUC principle as that the belligerent was bound 
4 Committee of the Whole-on Thursday next to respect  piysrnocs pay weranuen, Cosiaring the 
: - ing | property of a vessel to be neutral? If that had 
Sede pera a tal age been the law of nations, there never would have 
, i — j . 2 

road in Washington county, in the District of been any ——s om ue can been 
Columbia; which was read twice, and ordered to | MOre easy than for the neutrai to have adopted 
be engrossed and read the third time to-morrow, | 2 COUtSe Which would at once have eluded this 
cs . *| right ofsearch. This difficulty, which had arisen 

A message from the Senate informed the House | "8" te 
that the in have passed the bill, entitled “An daring every war for many years past, laid: here— 
act to extend the time for locating Virginia mili- that in time of war the neutral always suffered. 
tary land warrants,and for returning the surveys wat Sones eee ae sn pens\se. OXAta- 
thereon to the Secretary of the Department of | !"° re sis aoe aie d — e eve B sub: 
War,” with amendments; to which they desire ag P his euity. In support of the general 
hte a lesen atte They have, also, hte of this assertion, Mr. G. referred to Marshal! 

passed a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of | O? ‘MSUT@nCe: and quoted these passages : 
Charles Minifie ;” to which they desire the con- “That the right of visiting and searching merchant 
currence of this House. ships upon the high seas, whatever be the ships, what- 
ever be the cargoes, whatever be the destination, is an 

CONVOY AND ARMING. 


incontestible right of the lawfully commissioned crui- 
: ; : .| sers of a belligerent nation.” 
pn uteecas til ecneine ae — “That the authority of the sovereign of the neutral 
’ ° 
dent to employ the public armed vessels of the 


country, being interposed in any manner of mere 

; b P force, cannot legally vary the rights of the belligerent 
United States in protecting, by convoy, mer- 
chant vessels owned wholly by citizens of the 


cruiser.” 
United States, in voyages to ports or places with 


“That the penalty for the violent contravention of 
; this right, is the confiscation of the property so with- 
which intercourse is prohibited by the decrees 

or Orders of the Governments of Great Britain 


held from visitation and search.” 
and France.” 


In support of his position, several writers were 
1 y y cited by Marshal. Vattel, who was not an Eng- 
‘The bill having been read through by sections, | |ish writer, contained the same position. “ With- 
without any attempt to amend it— 
Mr. Burwe tu spoke in favor of the principle 


out searching neutral ships at sea,” says the 
) writer, “ the commerce of contraband scale can- 
of the bill. He was for defending the strictly t 

neutral commerce of the United States. 


‘not Piece ond There is then a right of search- 
Mr. Eppes explained the reasons which in- 


‘ing. Some powerful nations have indeed, at 
‘ x ple : ; * various times, refused to submit to this search. 
duced him to be in favor of the bill. He wished to|* At present, a neutral ship refusing to be searched 
see commerce resume its natural channel, that our rs 
farmers and planters might send a part of their 


‘ would from that proceeding alone be condemned 

f ‘as lawful prize.” The course of evidence at the 
ee to Portugal, Spain, Germany, and Hol- 
and—and to effect this object he was willing to 


custom-houses, guarding against the admission of 

) enemies’ property, Mr. G. said could not be effec- 

protect by force the carriage of produce of our} tual. When had a neutral, for several years past, 

own soil, the property of our own citizens, on | claimed a right openly to carry enemy’s property ? 

board of our own vessels, It was always covered with neutral names. Was 
Mr. Gotp said, that having barely had time to 

run over the bill, he was not able to form an 


it expected that the custom-house officer, a tribu- 
opinion as to all the provisions it contained. The 


nal of one party, was, on ea parte evidence, to de- 
prive the other party, the belligerent, of his right ? 
or was indeed a time of great difficulty, and | Mr. G. said he spoke of things as they are, and 
e who could get over it without involving the | not as they ought to be. If Congress were about 
country in war would deserve well of his country. | to frame a code of laws for nations, they might 
The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Eppes) him-| introduce whaiever regulations to them seemed 
self had acknowledged that the question of the | equitable; but, as it was, they must abide by the 
right of search by the belligerents was one of a| established law of nations. There might be the 
very delicate nature. The gentleman had sug-| utmost faith in the officers of the customs, and 
gested however that this bill had peculiarly guarded 
against difficulty in refusing the right of search, 























yet enemies’ property might elude their vigilance, 
orevadethelaw. Again—What evidence would 
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the custom-house officers have whether a port 
was or was not actually ipvested when it granted 

apers to a vessel? If it were not at the time 
blockaded, how could they know that it would 
not be before the vessel arrived at its place of des- 
tination? It was impossible to guard against this 
difficulty. What constituted investment? A 
line of naval foree drawn around a port to pre- 
sent actual hazard to vessels entering. Would 
gentlemen admit that a vessel’s sailing destined to 
a port 3,000 miles distant, should be ground of for- 
feiture? Mr. G. said he knew there had been 
such decisions in the courts, but the question was 
by no means settled. A port not invested when 
a vessel sailed might become so before her arri- 
val at it. He threw out these ideas with a view 
to show the difficulty of any tribunal at so great 
a distance pronouncing on any question relative 
to blockade, and giving such evidence on the sub- 
ject as should obviate the right of search. 

In reply to an observation of Mr. Burwe tu, 
that this bill by introducing the principle of re- 
sistance, would do away the pretext of retaliation 
under which our neutral rights had been invaded 
—Mr. G. said it would give him pleasure if the 
belligerents could be satisfied with this mode of 
reasoning. 

There were other difficulties which he had not 
time to examine. The list of contraband might 
be correct; but a neutral nation had no right to 
say that such and such articles alone should be 
deemed contraband of war, unless the list was 
so broad as to exclude all possibility of disagree- 
ment. He found, on examination, that Sweden 
and Spain asserted the right to search neutral 
vessels and to examine—1, whether the list of ecn- 
traband articles was correct in principle; and, 2. 
whether the cargo corresponded with the declara- 
tion. These were a few of the difficulties which 
Mr. G. said presented themselves to his mind on 
this subject. 

Mr. Mumrorp said that the sentiments expres- 
sed by Mr. Burwe.t had given him great plea 
sure. He hoped that Congress’ would protect 
their own commerce, as they were indispensably 
bound by the Constitution todo. His colleague 
had quoted writers on the law of nations—he 
might have found many others—but in Europe 
they were considered as nothing. Power (said 
Mr. M.) constitutes right; and we, being the 
weaker on the ocean, are obliged to submit to 
the strong. But I hope the rigat of search of 
vessels carrying the productions of our own soil 
will not be submitted to. The gentleman says 
he does not understand how our custom-house 
officers are to have knowledge of a blockade’s 
taking place. I have always understood that no- 
tices of blockade are given to foreign Ministers ; 
such has been the case in relation to the block- 
ades by France and England. In no other way 
could this Government have official knowledge 
of them. If the gentleman from New York ad- 
mits the doctrine of blockade by proclamation, I 
for one cannotagree with him. I do not see how 
our trade can be carried on to the continent of 
Europe unless you do convoy—for our manners, 
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dress, and language, are so nearly similar to the 
Eioglish that they cannot bedistinguished. Now 
the only way to make the character of our ves- 
sels undoubted, is to convoy them. Respecting 
the association of merchant vessels, I do not feel 
confident ; it is putting it too much in the power 
of other peopie to declare war for you. If we are 
to have war, I wish to have some one responsi- 
ble for it. The officer commanding the convoy 
is responsible to the Government, but captains of 
merchant vessels are not. 

Sir, we have now arrived at a crisis when it 
behooves every man to come out in defence of his 
country’s rights. Nodoubt our countrymen have 
had enough information on paper. You have 
for the last three years sent them 5,000 copies of 
resolutions and 5,000 copies of long and elaborate 
reports of committees and pamphlets of speeches. 
They are now perfectly acquainted with your 
foreign relations; they know and all the world 
knows and acknowledges that we have the best 
of the argument; but the people will not be sat- 
isfied unless you come out boldly and assert your 
rights in a dignified manner. They expect it 
from you. Several of the State Legislatures 
have patriotically expressed their sentiments to 
you on this subject, in language not to be misun- 
derstood ; while the Legislature of another State, 
within the sound of the cannon of Bunker’s Hill, 
have expressed sentiments that were not to be 
expected from the cradle of our glorious Revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Troup remarked that this bill presented to 
consideration some very important and some- 
what novel propositions. It proposed to occupy 
a ground essentially different from that hereto- 
fore taken by our Government. It was generally 
understood and generally acknowledged that the 
belligerent had a right to search neutral vessels, 
and the right had never been questioned by our 
Government. To afford further time for reflec- 
tion on the subject, he moved that the Committee 
rise and report progress. 

Mr. Dana said the gentleman from New York 
had stated that writers on the law of nations 
were no authority now, and that power constitu- 
ted right. As the object of the bill was to main- 
tain our maritime rights, he wished to know how 
much power was in the bill. How many public 
vessels and of what force did the bill provide? 
He asked this question, because if this bill was 
intended for an efficacious assertion of our right, 
to insure to us any respect, it must be something 
more than paper. How many frigates, fully 
equipped, officered and manned, how many ships 
of war, and how many subordinate vessels, were 
provided for in the bill? If it was to be merely 
a formal declaration, without any force, or with 
merely one or two vessels to carry it into effect, 
he considered it perfectly useless for mercantile 
protection, efficacious only for this purpose— 
that a batule might take place between one of our 
vessels and a vessel of one of the belligerents, 
and thus involve us in war. He had another 


question to ask abbut the collectors of the eus- 
toms ascertaining property—whether it was sup- 
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posed that the President of the United States, in 


prescribing regulations, was authorized to pre- 
scribe oaths, and inflict punishment for their vio- 
lation? Mr. D. said he had another question to 
ask as respected instructions to be given to the 
officers of the navy—whether it was supposed 
that the President of the United States was au- 
thorized to give instructions to the commanders 
of armed vessels, so that their acts should be 
completely compulsory on the merchant vessels ? 
and whether he could give such instructions that 
if the merchant vessels should not obey signals, 
the matter should be inquired into? And whether 
such disobedience was to be considered no offence ? 
Mr. Eppes said that before this subject should 
again come under discussion, he should take the 
gentleman’s questions into consideration, and pre- 
pare himself to answer them—and he asked the 
gentleman from Connecticut to prepare to meet 
another question. In this House every attempt 
made to operate on the belligerents on land had 
been rejected as useless and dangerous; but the 
House had been told nevertheless that gentlemen 
were prepared to maintain the rights of the na- 
tion. He called upon the gentleman to prepare 
himself to answer when the question was fairly 
before the House, whether what had been said 
against resisting the belligerents in any way, was 
to be set down to the score of juggling imposture, 
or whether he would acknowledge that there was 
no way to defend the rights of this country ? 
Mr. Dana said he wished the gentleman, as he 
had promised, to take his inquiries into consider- 
ation. He wished that the gentleman, as chair- 
man of the committee who reported the bill, 
would condescend to exercise his talents in pre- 
scribing a suitable system of regulations. The 
gentleman, if he had not made the inquiry, might 
also be led to inquire how many vessels the Uni- 
ted States now had. As to himself, he believed 
it would be recollected that he had never claimed 
the honor or merit of responsibility for public 
measures, particularly when, in attempting to 
vindicate lock-jaw measures, it had been so fre- 
quently asserted that the majority only were re- 
sponsible for public measures. This he was not 
willing to admit in its full extent. The gentle- 
man from Virginia he believed, however, was not 
an advocate of the gag rule. Mr. D. was willing 
to give his opinion, when not asked for in an ab- 
rupt or improper manner. The adoption of any 
system must depend much on the views of the 
xecutive and his friends. as its success must de- 
pend on the manner in which it is carried into 
execution. And, as to our foreign relations, if 
any measure tending to bring us into a collision 
with foreign Powers was to be adopted, it would 
be very satisfactory to his mind, first to havea 
view of the whole ground. And, on this subject, 
Mr. D. said, he was not assured to his satisfac- 
tion that he knew the full nature of our foreign 
relations, nor did he say that he ought to know 
them. There might be good reasons for not com- 
municating the whole; for he imagined, on in- 
spection of the correspondence with our Ministers 
which was communicated, it would be found that 
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the whole had not been laid before the House. 
Mr. D. said if he would offer a measure worthy 
the attention of the House, and could mature j, 
in twenty-four hours, he really should not ina 
case of such difficulty present it on so short a 
consideration. He said he should hope that gen- 
tlemen, with the aid of the Executive knowledge, 
with all their various projects and with all the 
honors of empire, would not find themselves ex- 
hausted by the introduction of a simple project ; 
but that they would be able to supply to it what 
was deficient and reject what was redundant. 
Mr. Eppes said he had been induced to bring 
forward this measure, in order to see whether the 
Representatives of the nation could agree on any 
measure short of what he believed to be a naked 
surrender of its rights by repealing the non-inter- 
course act. If the bill was not perfect, he invited 
gentlemen to unite their talents, and examine 
whether the principle of the bill was that of re- 
sistance to the decrees which violate the law of 
nations and destroy the neutral commerce of the 
United States—ifsuch was the principle, he called 
upon gentlemen to unite in rendering it effectual 
for the defence of our rights. If the bill io prin- 
ciple should prove totally incorrect, Mr. E. said 
he would take any other, gentlemen should think 
better. He was willing to pass in review every 
measure which could be suggested to defend our 
rights against the tyranny of Great Britain and 
France ; and as we had withdrawn from the ocean 
for years, and failed in obtaining by negotiation 
a revocation of the Orders in Council, he was 
willing to try the only thing left, arming or in- 
terposition of foree in some way to operate on the 
belligerents. Every attempt hitherto made to 
operate on these nations has failed ; and when the 
bill is brought fairly under discussion, it will be 
difficult for gentlemen, who have recorded their 
names against submission, who have refused to 
operate against the ween in any manner by 
land, to oppose this bill. Mr. E. said he was 
against any measure which should drive the na- 
tion to a surrender of its rights; and, if there was 
only this mode left to maintain our own rights, 
he was for trying it. If driven from the ocean, 
he would be ready toact on land. There was no 
instance in the civilized world, in which a nation 
having a seacoast of eighteen hundred miles, a 
population of six millions of people, of whom six 
or eight hundred thousand were capable of bear- 
ing arms, ten hundred millions of capital, (more 
solid than bullion, because consisting in five hun- 
dred millions of acres of land, at two dollars an 
acre, daily increasing in value,) had submitted to 
the restrictions of another nation on its agricul- 
ture and lawful commeree. Much has been said 
at various times of the resources of other coun- 
tries—what were they? Look at the papers laid 
before the British Parliament, said he; what do 
they prove? That everything capable of taxa- 
tion is taxed. We have no internal taxation at 
all; the only tax is on our consumption of foreign 
products. We are often told that we have no 
resources; while I believe that there is not a 
nation on earth that has the same resources. 
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Show me a nation that has ten hundred millions 
of bullion—and I aver that our capital is more 
yaluable than so much bullion, because the bullion 
would be a dead capital, and our land is continu- 
ally rising in value. 

With the number and force of the public ves- 
sels of the United States, Mr. E. said, the gentle- 
man from Connecticut was at least as well ac- 
quainted as he was. Their names and numbers 
had been repeatedly laid before the House during 
the present and late sessions. A bill wasalso be- 
fore the House for fitting for service all our frig- 
ates. If Congress decided for taking any measure 
to defend the rights of the nation, he was for that 
bill. If the nation was to go into a naked sur- 
render of its rights, the best course would be at 
once to burn the navy they were not able to use, 
and reduce the army which was of no service. 

Mr. Quincy observed, that if this bill was se- 
riously meant to be passed, if it was not merely a 
newspaper measure, or party hocus pocus, not 
only its principle but its details must be rigidly 
examined. And he was therefore in favor of the 
Committee rising. 

The Committee rose, yeas74,and obtained leave 
to sit again. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House that they insisted on their 
amendments to the bill concerning commercial 
intercourse, &c. 

Mr. Livermore moved that the House should 
recede from their disagreement to the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. W. Atsron moved to insist on the former 
disagreement by this House to the Senate’s amend- 
ments, 

This motion took preference of Mr. Liv- 
ERMORE’S. 

Mr. Dana was opposed to insisting. He was 
for concurring in all the amendments of the Sen- 
ate except the last. One general reason for this 
being so was, that it seemed to be generally ad- 
mitted that the existing system of non-intercourse 
was inoperative for any purpose of good ; that it 
was subservient of fraud, and prejudicial to the 
fair trader only. The real question for the con- 
sideration of the House was, whether they would 
persevere in a system condemned by experience ; 
whether they would persist in a measure acknowl- 
edged to be worse than useless? Some idea of 
preserving consistency might operate on the 
minds of some gentlemen; but, from whatever 





cause, the experiment having failed, why perse- 


vere in it? 

_ Mr. Livermore was also decidedly opposed to 
insisting on the disagreement. He used a num- 
ber of arguments going to show that the non-in- 
tercourse was not now in force as to Great Brit- 
ain. There could not now bea possibility of a 
doubt that this must be the construction of the law 
if ever it was brought before a court of the Uni- 
ted States. This state of things, he said, called 
loudly for either a repeal or re-enaction of the non- 
intercourse law. He saw no use in persisting in 
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attempting to get the Senate into these commer- 
cial restrictions. Any other measures deemed 
proper by gentlemen might be deliberately and 
separately discussed ; but there was an absolute 
necessity that this subject of the non-intercourse 
law should be immediately acted on. 

Mr. PickMan, in allusion toa remark of Mr. 
Fisk’s some days ago, that Congress had been 
legislating for the merchants for five years past, 
observed that if they had legislated for the 
merchants, they had certainly legislated against 
commerce. The memorials of the merchants 
did not, he believed, contain any suggestion that 
Congress should pass a non-importation act 
on account of the spoliations of our commerce. 
On the contrary, he recollected that it wasa mate 
ter of general surprise when that act passed. No 
merchants had suggested the embargo, for that 
measure had been passed suddenly on the sugges- 
tion of the late President of the United States. 
It was a measure which the merchants had con- 
ceived to have operated very injuriously on them. 
Mr. P. was against insisting. The sections which 
the Senate had stricken out, he said, were of very 
little importance. He did not consider the bill 
as amended, to be, as called by some gentlemen, 
submission. It interdicted, what he thought it 
ought to interdict, the entrance of our waters to 
the armed vessels of Great Britain and France, 
so long as they retained in force their unjust de- 
crees. He should agree with the Senate in all 
their amendments, not excepting even that one 
objected to by Mr. Dana. He was willing that 
all armed vessels should be excluded from our 
ports by a permanent law, and that it should bea 
subject of treaty with any foreign Power what 
number of its armed vessels should be admitted 
at a time, and into what ports. It might be es- 
sential to the welfare of the country that such an ar- 
rangement should be adopted. He considered the 
bill as itcame from the Senate more energetic 
than as it went from this House, because this fea- 
ture was made permanent. 

Mr. Fisk said that if the House were determin- 
ed to abandon all resistance and leave commerce 
to skulk for itself, the best amendment to adopt 
would be that no vessel hereafter sailing from 
our ports should be permitted to hoist the Amer- 
ican flag. 

Mr. McKim thought it was the duty of the 
House to insist; not that he was any great ad- 
mirer of the bill as it went from this House, be- 
cause he did not think it the best measure that 
could be adopted; nor that he was an admirer of 
the present non-intercourse, because he saw its 
inconveniences ; but the amendments totally 
changed the principle of the bill and destroyed all 
the regulations intended as the expression of our 
disapprobation of the outrages on the nation—it 
left the bill a mere skeleton, perfect submission. 2 
complete acquiescence in the wrongs done to us. 
Mr. McK. said, when he took a view of the evils 
under which we had suffered, and adverted to our 
injuries, he could not part with the non-intercourse 
bill, which held out at least a protest against those 
wrongs, until he saw some other arrangement to 
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cover the honor of the nation. His mind revolted | W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Bur. 
at the idea of such degradation. well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, 

Mr. Dana said if the object of gentlemen was | John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, James 
merely to protest, they might enter a protest on | Cox, William Crawford, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, 
record, take it in the Quaker style, and say to each | John Dawson, Joseph Desha, John W. Eppes, William 
of the belligerents, “ Friend, Ido not like thy mea- | Findley, Jonathan Fish, Meshack Franklin, Gideon 
sures.” When gentlemen talked about this bill | @#"dner, Thomas Gholson, jun., Peterson Goodwyn, 
being a system of commercial protection, they ra oo vie pom Paeadaciy Fahy ~—_ 
seemed to him to use terms in a signification dif- Ie 1 % seanial Ma dng ore ang ™ ania Bee 
ferent from their usual acceptation. It was some-| >.” 4)_ ; : of 


7. . . : aes : Kee, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, Thomas 
thing like liberty illustrated by committing an in- Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, aise 


dividual to close confinement. The protection | Nelson, ‘Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John 
afforded to commerce was that itshould not exist. | Nicholson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of 
The experiment of operating on foreign nations | Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Rich. 
by commercial restrictions had completely failed, | ards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thos. 
and the non-intercourse was now but a caput | Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
mortuum—why should it longer be kept above | Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, 
ground? George Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Rich- 
Mr. Macon asked whether gentlemen were | ard Stanford, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, 
willing, after all that foreign nations had doneto in- | Charles Turner, jr., Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, 
jure us, to have the vessels offending admitted into | and Robert Witherspoon. ita 
our ports. It was the decrees of France and |. Naxs—Daniel Blaisdell, John C. Chamberlain, Wil- 
Great Britain and not ourselves that had locked | liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chit- 
up our commerce. Weak as this bill, as it went tenden, Samuel W. Dana, William Ely, James Emott, 


. . David 8. Garland, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
eer — SS oe von Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister Jonathan H. 


the convoy bill. He said he should vote to insist ; Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., William Kennedy, 


; Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Josepb Lewis, 
but he had rather adhere and let the bill be lost jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Living- 


than give up the question. The question whether ston, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, William 
the non intercourse was or was not in force, he | Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benja- 
said, was a question solely for the judiciary. The | min Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Pot- 
Orders in Council were not merely a mercantile | ter, Josiah Quincy, John Ross, John Stanley, Lewis 
question, as had been said. If the merchants had | B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, George 
more rights than other people, Mr. M. said he had | M. Troup, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rens- 
yet to learn it. It was a question in which ag-| selaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 
riculturists were at least equally concerned with | Whitman, and James Wilson. 


merchants. He said he was opposed to a confer-| On motion, a committee of conference was ap- 
ence with the Senate, as he could see no good to} pointed, composed of Messrs. Macon, Fisx, and 
result from it. He had rather let the Senate ad- Currts, to confer on the subject-matter of the bill 
here and the bill be lost. ; | with the committee appointed on the part of the 
Mr. Si ie said, whatever disagreement existed | Senate. 
between the two Houses, the Senate had treated 
this House with decency and asked a conference. 
He wished no blame to fall on this House for its | Wepnespay, March 7. 
conduct in this matter, and was therefore for} On motion of Mr. Hurry, 
meeting the Senate in conference. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
Mr. Troup remarked that gentlemen, in speak- | inquire into the expediency of altering the times 
ing of the bill as it went from this House, seemed | of holding the District Court of the United States 
to have forgotten the contents of that bill. It was | for the district of New Jersey ; and that they have 
spoken of as a bill full of resistance. If any such | leave to report by bill. 
principle was contained in the bill, he had no re- Ordered, That Mr. Hurry, Mr. Seyserr, and 
collection of it. If he recollected right, the part; Mr. Marrnews, be appointed a committee pur- 
struck out proposed a direct commerce to the | suant to the said resolution. 
ports of the belligerents in our own vessels). Was; Mr. Suerrey, from the committee appointed 
this the principle of resistance ? He had thought | on the fifth instant, presented a bill providing the 
that last Winter non-intercourse was resistance. | means to ascertain the title to the batture in front 
But it seemed that what was resistance then was | of the suburb St. Mary, in the city of New Or- 
submission now. If the Senate was disposed to| leans; which was read twice and committed to a 
resist in reality with cannon and ball, and there- | Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 
fore would not take the milk-and-water resistance | The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
of this bill, he did not feel disposed to blame them. | ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
The question was then taken on insisting on | to extend the time for locating Virginia military 
the disagreement to the amendments of the Sen- | land warrants, and for returning the surveys 
ate, and carried—yeas 73, nays 42, as follows: thereon to the Secretary of the Department of 
Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil-| War;” and the same being twice read were con- 
liam Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William | curred in by the House. 
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The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act forthe relief of Charles Minifie,”’ was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of 
Claims. 

TORPEDOES. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act 
making appropriation for the purpose of trying 
the practical use of the torpedo, or submarine 
explosion,” was read the first time. 

A motion was made by Mr. Livermors, that 
the bill be rejected; and the question being taken 
thereon, it was determined in the negative—yeas 
27, nays 76, as follows: 


Yeas—Daniel Blaisdell, John Campbell, William 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chitten- 
den, William Ely, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, John Stanley, James Stevenson, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Jacob Swoop, Samuel Taggart, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and 
James Wilson. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jun., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 
Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Henry Crist, 
Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon 
Gardner, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, jun., 
Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Daniel Heister, Ben- 
jamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Wm. 
Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Wm. Milnor, Thos. 
Moore, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John 
Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Sea- 
ver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, Samuel 
Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John Tay- 
lor, John Thompson, George M. Troup, Charles Tur- 
ner, jun., Archibald Van Horn, Robert Weakley, Ro- 
bert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wither- 
spoon. 

The bill was then read the second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the whole on Mon- 
day next. 


DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill authorizing a detach- 
ment of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. Van Horn’s motion to strike out the words 
“beyond sea,” from that part of the bill which 
provides that the volunteers shall be liable to 
serve “not beyond sea without the jurisdiction of 
the United States,” being under consideration— 

Mr. Roor said it appeared to him that gentle- 
men in favor of this motion were alarmed with- 
out cause. The effect of the motion, should it 
prevail, would be to embarrass every military 
operation of the Government whenever it was 
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necessary to call these forces into action. I pre- 
sume, said Mr. R., that the gentleman who made 
the motign feels a doubt that this provision would 
contravene the principles of the Constitution. 
The Constitution authorizes the President to call 
out the militia for certain purposes, and as to the 
question whether the President may call the mili- 
tia out of the jurisdiction of the United States, 
the Constitution is perfectly silent. I would ask 
gentlemen whether that provision which author- 
izes calling forth the militia to repel invasion 
does not, of necessity, give a power to call them 
further than the jurisdictional limits of the Uni- 
ted States? Whether it be not necessary, in car- 
rying this power into execution, to cail the mili- 
tia beyond our jurisdictional limits? Could it 
ever have been contemplated that the President 
might call forth the militia to repel invasion, and 
that, as soon as they arrived at the line, they were 
to fold up their arms, and either retreat or wait 
to be shot at by an invading foe? This never 
could have been the intention of the framers of 
the Constitution. But is there not another clause 
which really delegates the power to send the mi- 
litia of the United States out of the jurisdiction 
of the United States? I allude to that clause 
which authorizes Congress to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare. I ask, sir, 
whether it would not be essentially necessary tothe 
public welfare to pursue an invading foe across 
the line, and capture him if they could beyond 
the jurisdiction of the United States? But, even 
were the absurd doctrine to be admitted that the 
militia cannot be called beyond our jurisdictional 
limits, l ask whether this bill contains anything 
unconstitutional? The gentleman from North 
Carolina, (Mr. Macon,) on a former day, asked 
of what character these troops were to be. If the 
gentleman pleases, they partake of both charac- 
ters—of militia and regulars—are of one char- 
acter to day and another to-morrow. They act 
on both sides; and still I hope they will have the 
character of very honest men. They are militia 
till they receive the orders of the President, and 
that moment they are converted into regular 
forces, because, by the very tenor of their engage- 
ment, they are, as soon as called into service, to 
be subject to the rules and articles of war, on the 
same footing as other forces, and may be called 
out of the United States. If there was a clause 
in the Constitution inhibiting the calling the mi- 
litia out of the United States, a force organized 
in the way proposed by the bill would certainly 
be liable to be called out of the United States. 
‘The persons composing it cannot complain of the 
infraction of their rights, because they will have 
voluntarily engaged to go out of the Union. As 
well may the marines complain of their Consti- 
tutional privileges being invaded by their being 
carried beyond sea, when their enlistment im- 
plies a liability to. be carried beyond sea. So with 
a military force; they know when engaged that 
they are liable to be carried beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States. These volunteers will 
engage with the same knowledge. 

But the gentleman on my right (Mr. Vas 
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Horn) seemed to feel alarm because it looked 
something like a war measure to authorize these 
troops to be called out of the jurisdictjon of the 
United States. Sir, is there anything more war- 
like in this bill than in the first bill organizing 
the militia? Ido not, to be sure, think that war 
is apparently so remote as it was when the mili- 
tia were first organized. But every step you take 
to organize the militia, shows that you wish to 
be in a state of preparation for events. So tar 
only this bill goes. The President of the United 
States thinks that we are in such a critical situa- 
tion that it is necessary to provide for our defence. 
He, therefore, has recommended the raising a 
military force, not that we are actually ready for 
war, but that it is probable, and it is essential for 
our safety to provide for it. For what object 
would you prepare to go to war without giving 
the President the means of repelling a warlike 
foe? If we should be involved in a war with 
Great Britain, it is probable that some of these 
troops may be called into Canada. If we must go 
to war, do gentlemen wish our hands to be tied 
up so that we cannot act? Do gentlemen desire 
that our military foree should be precluded from 
marching across the line to attack the foe? A 
strange warfare this! To go to war, but so to 
tie our hands that we cannot reach the foe. This 
might be a safe sort of warfare, but I imagine not 
a very honorable one. The friends of the bill, I 
presume, wish that, whenever called into service, 
the President may direct the volunteers, without 
restraint, to such places of operations as to him 
may appear proper; that we may have the power 
of attacking the foe in his own dominions, rather 
than folding our arms and waiting his approach. 
If our force was thus restricted in its operations, 
there would be no occasion for forces of any kind 
except immediately along the seacoast. No one 
supposes that we shall be liable to invasion other 
than by predatory incursions. We must be the 
invading power if we have a contest on our 
Northern, Southern, or Western frontier. An 
European foe will never invade us through her 
colonies, but more directly, if at all. 

Mr. R. coneluded by observing that he saw 
nothing unconstitutional in this provision; and 
feeling that it was essentially necessary to give 
this power to the President, if they gave him any 
power at all, he was decidedly against striking 
out these words. 

Mr. Van Horn said, that having made this 
motion, and not being at all satisfied by the argu- 
ments of the gentleman from New York against 
it, he should detain the Committee a few min- 
utes while he attempted to reply to his observa- 
tions. The gentleman has said, observed Mr. V. 
H., that those who advocate the amendment are 
alarmed without cause. Sir, if I had no other 
cause of alarm, the speech made by the gentle- 
man is sufficient to alarm me. I am always 
alarmed at this war-talk. I regret that gentle- 
men should talk so much about invading Canada ; 
that they should say that a state of war is near at 
hand, because all this talk has a prejudicial effect 
on my constituents. If the people of this coun- 
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try are to be alarmed from day to-day by war 
speeches, being bewildered by this means, no 
knowing what to do or what to expect, it is q 
state of uncertainty worse than war. 

The gentleman asks whether the part of the 
Constitution which authorizes the calling out the 
militia to repel invasion, does not authorize the 
marching the militia out of the United States, 
If it does so, sir, why not let the authority for so 
doing rest on the construction? Why provide 
by law that a thing may be done which the Con. 
stitution authorizes to be done without the inter. 
vention of law? This would be an act of supe. 
rerogation, and for that reason I would not make 
a provision in this law that the President might 
march the militia out of the United States. 

The gentleman has attempted to deduce a 
power from that part of the Constitution which 
declares one object of it to be, among others, “ to 
provide for the common defence, promote the 

eneral welfare,” &c. Young as Iam, sir, I recol- 
ect very well when doctrine such as this was not 
deemed very republican. If he relies on that 
article of the Constitution for a justification of 
the terms of this bill, there is no power which he 
can ask or conceive that these words will not 
justify. These wordsare only the title to the Con- 
stitution. Authority to do any act must be found 
in the body of the Constitution, and if not found 
there, does not exist; and what do we find there? 
That Congress shall have power “to provide for 
calling out the militia to execute the laws of the 
Union, suppress insurrections, and repel inva- 
sions.” The gentleman says that invasion is not 
to be expected; that, in case of war, the United 
States must be the invading foe. I say, then, 
that the Constitution does not authorize this 
House to pass a law for calling forth the militia 
for any such purpose as invading a foreign terri- 
tory. We have no power tocall them out in any 
other way than the Constitution provides, and 
therefore have no power to call them out as pro- 
vided by this bill as it now stands. This doc- 
trine, for which I contend, is said to be very ab- 
surd. I can find in the body of this bill, as well 
as in the title, that this force is called militia. 
“ And be it enacted, that the militia draughted, 
or who shall volunteer,” &c. This certainly does 
convey the idea of their being militia, and the 
militia cannot be sent out of the United States. 

The gentleman has said that this body are mi- 
litia till they receive the orders of the President; 
when called out by the President, that they be- 
come regulars. I consider them as regulars, then. 
Does the Constitution of the United States au- 
thorize the Governors of the several States to 
officer the regulars? No, sir; yet the bill does 
provide that these regulars or volunteers are to 
be officered by the State authorities. Then, | 
ask gentlemen to show, in the Constitution of the 
United States, any authority for the State Gov- 
ernments to officer regular troops. Prescribing 


the powers of the President of the United States, 
I find in the Constitution these words: “ He shall 
nominate, and by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 
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&e., “and all other officers of the United States | has no such power by the Constitution, we can- 
whose appointments are not herein otherwise pro- | not give it to him by law. 
vided for, and which shall be established by law.” } Mr. Bacon said he agreed with the gentleman 
There is no authority given to Congress to vest | from Maryland, that the ordinary militia, when 
in the State authorities the power of appointing | draughted, could not, without their consent, be 
officers for the regular forces. So that, if these} called out of the United States. This position 
persons become regulars by being called into ser-| he was not disposed to controvert; but what is 
vice, the President, and not the State authorities, | the reason on which this principle is founded ? 
must appoint the officers. He conceived it was this, that no free citizen of 
The gentleman says that my doctrine is, that | the country can be transported without the limits 
when the militia have pursued an invading foe, | of the United States against his consent, except 
and arrived at the line, they must there stop.| asa punishment for some crime. If it could be 
That, sir, is not my understanding of the Consti-| done, even the practice of impressment would 
tution. If we are invaded, and the militia are| become legal. This is the reason why militia- 
ordered to repel the foe, it is my construction that} men draughted in the ordinary way cannot be 
they have a right to follow them across the line.| forced beyond our jurisdiction. But is this the 
But there must be an invasion before the line | case where a man enters into service voluntarily, 
could be crossed to repel it. This, sir, is not the | and does express his free consent to go out of the 
way in which I wish to see the country de-| limits of the United States whenever his services 
fended. shall be required? If a man enters into the ser- 
I came from a district bordered on one side by | vice of his country under a voluntary engage- 
the Chesapeake, and on the other by the Poto-| ment, to serve in a particular way, is there any 
mac. The militia in Maryland are not armed ;/ tyranny in employing him in that service? [ 
they are in the same situation in several other| think not. It is agreed on all hands, I believe, 
States ; and, if we do go to war, I anticipate noth-| that when the militia are called ont to repel an 
ing more than predatory incursions of the enemy | invasion, and pursue an enemy to the line, they 
for the purpose of plundering the inhabitants,| may, with their consent, be conducted over the 
and off they will go. This species of force can | line, further to annoy theenemy. Whether they 
never defend the country from such attacks. If} could be forced to go over, without their consent, 
the million of dollars appropriated by this bill| it is not necessary at present to determine. But 
were to be expended in muskets, and those put in | gentlemen will agree that they may repel inva- 
the hands of the freemen of the country, they | sion, and that, in doing that, if they consent to 
would protect themselves. This is the only de-| go over the line for the purpose of subduing and 
fence on which we can rely. This bill is calcu-| capturing the enemy, they would have a right to 
lated to absorb the very means by which the mili-} conduct and direct their operations. Does it 
tiacan be armed. I wish this money to be laid | make a difference in principle whether this con- 
out in purchasing arms to be put into the hands| sent be given at the moment the setvice is re- 
of the freemen of the country, who will defend | quired, or whether it be given previously by the 
themselves. They want no troops to be meta-| terms of the engagement? If a body of militia, 
morphosed into regulars by the mere order of the | pursuing an invading enemy, might, with their 
President. I voted for the proposition to amend | consent, be conducted beyond the limits of the 
the bill by allowing a sum of money, the value of | United States, 1 see no reason why this same 
a musket, to those already armed. I thought it| body, engaging in express terms to serve on that 
reasonable, and I here state that [ think that every | condition, may not be ordered on such service. 
individual who has been compelled to arm him-| I see nothing unconstitutional, dangerous, or un- 
self, when a proposition is carried to arm the] reasonable in the principle. I do not conceive 
whole body of the militia should receive the full} that these volunteers are regular troops in the 
price for his muskets if in serviceable order, and | service of the United States; because if they 
that every State which has put arms in the hands| were, as the gentleman observes, they must be 
of the militia should receive the value of those | officered by the General Government. I con- 
muskets. The gentlemen from the Eastern] sider them asa volunteer detachment of militia, 
States cannot vote that the people of the South-| serving under certain known stipulated terms ; 
ern States should be armed out of the arsenal of | that the militiaman has a right to engage to.enter 
the United States, when they had armed them-| into service upon those terms, and that you have 
selves at their own expense. I expect no such} a right to call him into the service according to 
thing of them. his engagement. The only part objected to is, 
Unless some gentleman can show me some| that the volunteers may be called without the 
part of the Constitution other than the preamble | jurisdiction of the United States. This cannot 
which authorizes marching the militia out of the | be objectionable, if it be fairly understood at the 
United States, I must vote for striking out the| time of engagement. And there is no part of the 
words “beyond sea,” and then I shall have no| Constitution which prohibits a thing of the kind 
objection to that part of the bill on Constitutional | any more than there is to prohibit a man who 
grounds. If there be a Constitutional power in| engages in the service of the United States asa 
the President to order out the militia beyond the | marine from being put on board a vessel. He is 
Jurisdiction of the United States, there can be no| not and cannot be impressed and forced on beard, 
cecasion for passing this bill; if the President} but engages and goes with his consent. I am no 
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military man, and have attended but little to the 
details of the bill; but, on these general Consti- 
tutional questions, I thought it my duty to ex- 
press my opinion. 

The gentleman from Maryland is extremely 
alarmed at war speeches, and fancies he smells 
something of war in this bill. I am not, sir, in 
the habit of making such speeches; but gentle: 
men are to consider that it is not by avoiding 
talking about war that we can avoid war itself. 
The gentleman ought not to be alarmed when he 
hears other gentlemen speak of the possibility of 
war. It will not happen merely because it is 
talked of, nor shall we be sure of averting it be- 
cause we choose to shut our eyes against it. My 
opinion is, that it is time we should be prepared 
for it. The gentleman appears desirous of ac- 
commodating his Eastern brethren with a reason 
for voting against the bill, because it goes to arm 
a part of the militia—their militia, as he says, 
having already armed themselves. He, there- 
fore, seems to intimate that our constituents will 
not justify us in making such a disposition of the 
means of national defence. It is to be hoped 
that the Representatives of the people in that 
quarter of the Union have at all times a proper 
deference for the opinion of their constituents, 
even though we should not suffer their ghosts to 
be continually haunting our imagination on every 
great national question; at any rate these are 
questions which we will undertake to settle with 
our constituents for ourselves. 

Mr. Gotp said that the distinction which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had taken be- 
tween volunteers and draughted militia was more 
ingenious than solid. On referring to the Con- 
stitution, not only was no such distinction to be 
found, but, when the source whence the officers 
of militia derived their commissions was consid- 
ered, it was very evident no such force was con- 
templated by the Constitution. There may, said 
Mr. G., be ingenuity in the suggestion, that vol- 
untary consent obviates the objection to sending 
the militia out of the United States. But when 
it is considered that this construction of the Con- 
stitution involves the question to what extent the 
militia may be employed out of the country, I 
apprehend there are great objections to it. This 
question does not depend on the consent of indi- 
viduals engaging, but on a great question as re- 
spects the delegation of authority from the people 
to the United States. The States, also, are parties 
to it. I apprehend the Governors of States will 
hesitate ; nay, that they will refuse to commis- 
sion a corps which is to be carried beyond the 
jurisdiction of the United States; that the Gov- 
ernors will not be influenced by a reference to the 
individual consent of those composing the corps, 
but assume a broader ground, and first ascertain 
that the militia are to be called on merely to re- 
pel invasion, in which case only can the militia 
enter a foreign territory; that ground cannot be 
varied in any manner by a contract with the in- 
dividuals enlisted. 

But this discussion presents a broader view. 
What is the great object of the bill? Is it to in- 
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vade Canada, or to draw out the militia to do the 
ordinary duties defined by the Constitution? |; 
it be to invade Canada, how very unwisely are we 
acting! Is it known that there will be volunteers 
enough for this purpose? How is it to be per. 
formed? Are gentlemen to introduce a bill Upon 
this contingency, that if volunteers enough are 
obtained, they will doa certain act, and, if not 
that they will not? Such a course does not mark 
that wisdom which ought to govern a body like 
this. The discussion takes a course which cop. 
vinces me that some great object ought to le 


stated by those who support this bill. When q | 


law provides for calling out the militia, as the 
Constitution provides, [ understand it; but when 
it is not limited as to the service in which they 
may be employed, these volunteers may be use/ 
foranything. If the object of gentlemen be oper. 
ations beyond the jurisdiction of the United 
States, a question is presented for the exercise o/ 
the authority of the United States, which by the 
Constitution has cognizance of our foreign rela- 
tions, and a question which has no particular 
relation to the militia. If it be thought proper 
that that Government, which has the cognizance 
of our foreign relations, should take the cours 
which the Constitution contemplates, this is not 


a proper bill. If we look back to the discussions J 


on the Constitution, it will be found that it was 
objected to it, that under it the militia could be 
carried even from one part of the Union to an- 
other. These objections were fully considered 
and answered by a series of publications, in whic! 
the present Chief Magistrate took part, under the 
signature of “ Publius,” or “A Federalist.” But 
it was never dreamed, in any quarter, that th 
militia could be carried beyond the limits of the 
United States, as contemplated by the bill. 

It may be easy, sir, to obtain volunteers. An 
army of thousands of volunteers might be found 
to march into South America; but it would give 
alarm, and just alarm, to the States interested. 
They would have occasion to be alarmed if their 
citizens were liable to be drawn off in any nun- 
bers whatever, under the designation of militia, 
to perform the duty of the regular Army of the 
United States. Mr. G. said he thought it highly 
necessary that the militia should not be called on, 
like soldiers of princes, to go to any extent for 
any object, but that the object should be stated. 
When these appeals were made without objec', 
they unnerved the public mind, and rendered 
them insensible to future appeals, whether founded 
or not. 

Mr. Key said, that nothing would have induced 
him to trouble the House on this occasion buta 
firm conviction that some of the provisions of 
the bill were utterly inconsistent with the Con- 
stitution. He said he would endeavor to show. 
from the Constitution, that no idea did exist o! 
any power to order the militia out of the juris- 
diction of the United States in that capacity. |! 
the force contemplated by the bill be not militia, 
and go out of the United States, they are a pro- 
visional army, and cannot, in that capacity, act 
under officers deriving their commissions from 
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the several States. I admit that gentlemen have | existing, might be taken there. If you can take 
what they believe an honorable and fair object in | them five months beyond the jurisdiction of the 
view. They wish to have a provisional army | United States, you may, on the same principle, 
prepared to make an invasion of Canada, in the | take them five years. 
event of a war with England. If that be the; But, say gentlemen, they consent to go; and, 
object, we ought first to see what this body of | therefore, this corps is called a detachment of mi- 
men is; for it appears to be a nondescript, un- | litia, volunteering or consenting to go out of the 
known to the Constitution. jurisdiction of the United States. Take off this 
The object of the association of these several | cloak, sir, and let us see the body naked and clear 
independent States is distinctly enumerated in the | of embellishment. Engagement is enlistment. 
preamble to the Constitution: “ We the people of; When any one has signed an engagement, it is 
‘the United States, in order to form a more per- | as complete an enlistment as if the recruiting 
‘fect Union, establish justice, insure domestic | sergeant, at the drum-head, had paid the bount 
‘tranquillity, provide for the common defence, | for actual enlistment in the regular Army. If 
‘promote the general welfare, and secure the | you want a provisional army, I believe that the 
‘ blessings of liberty to ourselvesand our posterity, | patriotism and youth of the country will volun- 
‘do ordain and establish this Constitution.” Ev-| teer for these purposes. But, when they do, un- 
ery Government which is organized, however| der the Constitution, they cannot be commis- 
acific, and honorable, and fair, in the course of | sioned by the Executives of the several States. 
its conduct, may be involved in war through the | They are enlisted for the service of the United 
instrumentality of other nations more regardless | States out of the limits of the United States. 
of justice. Hence, the Constitution speaks of two | Having been enlisted to serve out of the United 
classes of men of the military description, in op- | States, they cannot becommissioned by the States. 
position one to the other. Congress has power| Why were the Executives of the several States 
to declare war, to raise and support armies, to | authorized to commission the militia? For this 
provide and maintain a Navy, (because the war | best of all possible reasons. That the officers not 
may be a naval one,) and to make rules for the | being appointed by the United States, it would 
government and regulation of the land and naval | never be an object with them to overthrow the 
forces. We were, also, to have another body of | State Governments. The militia is the basis of 
men called the militia, formed of the yeomanry | their security, the guarantee of their indepen- 
of the country, commissioned by the several | dence; and, therefore, the militia are to be offi- 
States, of whose independence itis the best guar-| cered by the State Executives, and not by the 
antee. The latter was for enforcing the laws and | Executive of the United States. The militia, 
securing domestic tranguillity, and the former to| for the purposes expressed in the Constitution, 
march out of the United States, if necessary. may be put under the authority of the Executive 
It is impossible to read the three specific objects | of the United States, but under the command of 
to which the militia were to be applied, without | State officers. 
feeling a conviction that they were nevercontem-| But it is said that these persons are not en- 
plated to march out of the Union. We are to} listed. They are “engaged” to serve nine months 
provide for calling out the militia for three pur- | after they arrive at the place of destination, and 
oses. 1. To execute the laws of the Union.! may be ordered out of the United States. Are 
here do they extend? As our laws do not} not these persons, then, a provisional army ? You 
extend beyond our jurisdiction, the execution of | give to the States the power to appoint officers 
the laws by the militia must be limited to that | of a body of men, which is to serve out of the 
serra where alone the laws can extend. 2.| United States. By what clause in the Constitu- 
0 suppress insurrection. We all know that in-| tion can you give such power to the State Exec- 
surrection means resistance to the authority of| utives? The moment they get to the place of 
the laws of the country within its jurisdiction. | enlistment they are an army in the service of the 
Hence the second object is one which, of neces- | United States; and, by the Constitution, all offi- 
sity, is limited to the jurisdiction of the United | cers in the service of the United States must be 
States. 3. To repel invasion. Invasion means | appointed by the Executive of the United States. 
hostile force, coming against our consent within | I declare I never was more convinced of anything 
our jurisdictional limits. Take the three sepa-| than that this body of men cease to be militia 
rate clauses, and in the examination of each of | immediately on their signing the engagement. 
them you will find them precisely limited to the | Suppose a sergeant in the regular army be sent 
jurisdictional extent of our country. to raise ten men, they are militia before they are 
But it is said that if the militia are to repel in-| raised; but when enlisted in the service of the 
vasion, they may pursue the enemy over the line. | United States they cannot be militiamen. Who- 
True ; but is that the object contemplated by this | ever accepts an enlistment, or volunteers his ser- 
bill? Certainly not; and the whole argument in| vices for nine months out of the States or the 
support of it is drawn from an extreme case. Ar-| United States, under the Commander-in-Chief of 
guments from that source cannot authorize the} the United States, ceases to be a militiaman for 
passage of the bill. It is not a sound argument, | those nine months, and therefore cannot be gov- 
because, in a particular state of things, it might | erned by officers commissioned by the State au- 
be possible for the militia to cross the line, that, | thority. There can, under the Constitution, be 
therefore, the militia, such a state of things not | but two bodies of a military description—the 
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militia and the army—there can be no interme- 





diate force. If these persons are to serve out of 


the United States, they cease to be militia, and, 
becoming a regular army, they cannot be com- 
manded by officers commissioned by the Execu- 
tives of the States. 

Mr. Lyon said, we can have, sir, but two kinds 
of land force which are known in the Constitu- 
tution—the regular Army and the militia; yet, 
in Mr. Adams’s Presidency, when the nation was 
to be hurried into a war with France, a new kind 
of force was invented. I mean the volunteer 
Presidential militia; they were called militia, 
because their advocates would not have them be 
regulars. They were armed and commissioned 
by the General Government like regulars. The 
well known object of this force was to awe the 
Republicans who were opposed to Mr. Adams’s 
war. We saw the unconstitutionality and the 
turpitude of the measure; we made a great deal 
of noise about it; with republicans, the force and 
its manner of organization became extremely un- 
popular. It seems that the war seeking patriots 
of the present day are anxious, by some means 
or other, to have a force raised to answer their 
purpose. It has been customary to pass laws for 
calling eighty or a hundred thousand militia, to 
be in readiness. to march for the defence of the 
country in case of invasion. 
universally consented to; but, under the subter- 
fuge of such a law, gentlemen who are set upon 
having a war, have introduced a mode of raising 
a force with all the Constitutional objections 
against which Mr. Adams’s volunteers had, save 
that they are to be commissioned by the State 
authorities. They are neither regulars nor Con- 
stitutional militia; they have pay or bounty from 
the United States; the chief officers are to be se- 
lected by the President; and they are to be put 
into the hands of the President, who is author- 
ized to march them out of the United States to 
make the war gentlemen are so eager to have 
commenced. With all the caution taken to avoid 
the unpopularity of Mr. Adams’s unconstitutional 
force, the abettors of this project will find that 
they cannot escape the odium such unconsti- 
tutional projects deserve. The power of declar- 
ing war 1s lodged in the Congress of the United 
States; and are gentlemen thus going to dele- 
gate that sacred right which involves the duty of 
the most serious deliberation? The doctrine, that 
authorizing the President to do a thing, and di- 
recting him to do that thing, is substantially the 
same, has often been advocated on this floor, and 
I believe no one can tell which way the question 
has been decided. Taking it for granted that the 
manner of expression makes no difference, if this 
bill passes, it will be the duty of the President to 
make the war so much wished for. And how do 
we know, having given this power, that the Presi- 
dent, on his being told, in a thousand ways, that 
such was the intent of Congress. and he being 
prompted to do the thing he is empowered to do, 
that he will not commence that war? Why this 
sly, this covert way of getting the consent of the 
majority here to commencea war? Is it because 
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that an open and manly proposition to raise a Cop. 
stitutional force to take Canada would not mee; 
with approbation? It must be because genile. 
men think they can get the majority to come to 
that precipice by inches, and then brave it, the 
sight of which would, on an unprepared view, 
shock them too much toattemptit. Noman cap 
be more anxious than myself to put the nation 
in the best possible posture of defence in ali 
points. Under this impression, I wish most fer. 
vently that gentlemen would arm the whole body 
of the militia, and would turn their attention to 
the improvement of the militia system on a per. 
manent scale. These twenty years have I beeg 
advocating the classification of our militia in 
such a manner that there would be a select corps 
of our sons, and their sons always disciplined, 
armed, accoutred, acquainted with camp duty 
and ready to march to any part of the nation in 
defence of their rights and liberties, and those o/ 
their brethren. If the war gentlemen are urging 
is as popular as they would fain represent it, why 
so sly, so backward, in coming out with their 
sO plan? For myself, I cannot but think the 
American people see that the contest is to be for 
the ocean; that an attack on Canada will expos: 
our seaports to plunder and depredation. What 
will the Western people say to the attack on 
Canada which will be an instant pretext for the 
British blocking up the mouth of the Mississippi 
and at one stroke destroying the value of the 
whole of their surplus produce? For my part, | 
cannot keep my eve from the mouth of that 
river. 

Mr. Ross said it was certainly true, as the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky observed, that no man 
knows himself how he would act in a new situa- 
tion. Hence gentlemen, formerly in the major- 
ity, did not foresee that when in a minority they 
would oppose every measure for the support of 
Government, and the minority were not aware 
that when they became the majority they would 
have to adopt measures to carry iton. And al- 
though the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Lyon) 
adhered to his old system of finding fault with 
everything, his friends had found that they must 
adopt measures to support Government, and this 
was the true reason of the difference between the 
gentleman and those with whom he formerly 
acted. 

It has been objected to the system embraced 
by this bill, said Mr. R., that the detachment pur- 
ports to be militia, and yet may be called beyond 
the jurisdiction of the United States. It is al- 
leged that the militia can only be called out for 
one of these three things—to execute the laws 0! 
the United States, to suppress insurrection, and 
repel invasion, and that it is therefore unconst- 
tutional to call them out beyond the jurisdiction 
of the United States, Now, sir, it is perfectly 
clear to my mind that there is a variety of kinds 
of invasion. There may be an invasion of the 
rights of the United States, and an invasion 0! 
territory by actual entry into it. The jurisdic- 
tional line being imaginary, a fortification might 
be erected beyond our jurisdiction, within forty 
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or fifty yards of the line, so as to invade our ter- 
ritory and destroy the exercise of the rights of a 
portion of the people of the United States. Their 
cannon would range beyond the line, and this 
would be such an invasion as the militia might 
be called out to repel, even according to the nar- 
row definition the gentleman from Maryland has 
made. An invasion might be made without ac- 
tually entering into our territory, and to repel 
that invasion our militia might be required to 
march fifty yards beyond the line. If they could, 
for this purpose, be marched fifty yards, they could 
be marched a greater distance. 

It has been said, however, that this force is 





) not militia but volunteers; that in fact the vol- 
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| men, this enlistment differs from all others, be- 
> cause the corps is to be officered by the Execu- 


unteers are enlisted soldiers, because the moment 
they subscribe the engagement, they are enlisted 
to serve for nine months after they arrive at the 
lace of destination. What does this prove? 
hy, that, if gentlemen are correct, there is no 
occasion for this amendment. But, say gentle- 


tives of the States. That is an objection to that 
part of the bill, and gentlemen may move an 
amendment. But the gentlemen from their own 
showing have proved that there is no occasion 
for such an amendment. 

We wish to raise a particular force to meet the | 
exigencies of affairs in such a way that it shall | 
not be a moth in the finances, and yet in such a 
way that it may be effectual when it is requisite 
to call it into action. It steers clear of the ex- 
pensive system of 1798, because that was a con- 
tinual eating up of the wealth of the Treasury 
before any actual use for the military thus raised. 
Whilst raising, therefore,to be of service, it is 
necessary that it should be authorized to act in | 
such a way that it may be efficient; that it may 
not be placed in the situation of Epaminondas. 
Athens was a jealous democracy, and would not 
trust a citizen with a commission for more than 
three or six months. Epaminondas was invested 
with a commission, he repulsed the Lacedemon- | 
ians, pursued them to the gatesof Sparta; when 
he arrived there, his commission expired. The | 
question with him was, whether he should re- | 
treat and give up his advantage, or pursue the 
victory till he conquered the enemy. He did not 
hesitate to continue his successes till he conquered 
them. For this act he was put upon his defence 
for his life; but the Athenians, with all their 
jealousy, were too well satisfied with the pro- 
priety of his conduct to convict him of the of- 
fence. The object of the clause of the bill pro- 
posed to be amended is to meet precisely such a | 
state of things; to meet a case which has hap- | 
pened in one Republic and may happen in another. 

As respects these officers being commissioned ! 
by the Executive of the several States, I see no | 
danger to be apprehended to the rights and sov- | 
ereignties of the States by leaving to them this 
power. If this body be militia engaged for nine | 
months, to come into action under certain cir- | 
cumstances, surely the reservation of the right 


oe ——————————— 


| of American liberty. 
of commissioning those officers to the Executives | 


of the several States cannot be calculated to in- 
jure their rights. If it be not a militia, buta 
regular army, is there anything in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States which prohibits the 
Government of the United States from permit- 
ting the Governor of the States to commission 
such inferior officers? If there be, I am not 
aware of it. There is nothing in this provision 
to excite the jealousy of the different States, 
whereas, if the United States had undertaken to 
commission these officers, there might have been 
something to excite jealousy. 

Viewing this subject in every light, I see no 
reason to adopt the amendment unless to impede 
the Administration of the Government and pre- 
vent it from acting efficiently if necessary to act 
at all, to tramme! them with limitations and 
restrictions which no way comport with the de- 
fence of the country. Unless this be the object, 
I can see no reason why the amendment should 
be adopted. 

Mr. Lyon said, I am charged, sir, by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania—with what? With 
always being opposed to measures, calculated, in 
his view, for the defence of the national honor— 
with being consistent in one thing—in opposition. 
Very heavy charges; but | believe no one will 
charge me with being Vicar of Bray, veering 
round to keep well with the party in power. 
Some gentlemen, who were great favorites of Mr. 
Adams and his measures, so detested by the Re- 
publicans, have, it seems, found an easy road to 
the station where they can become the eulogists 
of those now in power—men they formerly de- 
spised ; that is not my case—measures not men 
are my object. I joined with the Republicans in 
opposition to John Adams, in his monarchical, 
aristocratical views and war projects, and I was 
frequently in the minority. As long as the Re- 
publican.majority adhered to their principles, I 
was in the majority with them. Knowing that 
man is but man, and that power often makes men 
mad, lam not much surprised to find myself in 
the minority at times now-a-days. As tothe bill 
before the Committee, the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania calls ita system. I call itan expedient, 
and a miserable expedient, too. Iam opposed to 
it, and I have the consolation of having had with 
me all'the Republicans, in and out of Congress, 
opposed to a similar miserable expedient, twelve 
years ago, and now having the Representatives 
of those who projected the former folly agreeing 
with me in opposition to this expedient. Who 
has greater right to pride of opinion? When 
Republicans shall, with the good old doctrines of 
1798, be in the majority, if 1 live to see it, I shall 
have the pleasure of being in the majority again. 

Mr. Fisx.—Mr. Chairman, I cannot but admire 
the zeal with which the gentlemen on the other 
side of the House (Mr. Goip and Mr. Key) 


have manifested their regard for the Constitu- 


' tion, so justly termed the ark of our political safe- 


ty. And I assure gentlemen that I will unite 
with them to preserve inviolate this great charter 
I will be among the last 


to vote for any law which shall infringe the Con- 
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stitution. But, sir, I do not understand this new 
system of military tactics, by which these troops 
are attacked. An attempt is made to confine 
them to the United States, by striking out the 
words “ beyond sea,” because it is said it would 
be unconstitutional to suffer them to be ordered 
on any service out of the jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ted States. But, when gentlemen urge this ob- 
jection, they seem to forget the provisions of this 

ill, and aireparé the character of these troops. 
They are called militia. That it would be un- 
constitutional to order the militia, as such, out of 
the United States, is not denied; that question 
does not present itself for discussion upon this 
occasion. 

It will be observed, that there are two descrip- 
tions of soldiers contemplated by this bill. Mili- 
tiamen, who are to be draughted and organized 
according to the existing militia laws, and are not 
required to do military duty at any place out of 
the United States; and volunteers, who are to 
sign an engagement to serve according to the 

rovisions of this act. This, sir, is the difference 
tween the troops to be detached under this bill. 
Will any: gentleman pretend that it is unconsti- 
tutional for any citizen to enter into a contract, 
not prohibited by the Constitution, or the laws of 
the land? J] presume not. Nor can it be pre- 
tended that the Constitution prohibits a citizen 
of the United States from entering into an en- 
gagement to perform military duty, and to serve 
is country, out of the jurisdiction of the United 
States. For it will not be denied but Congress 
have power to pass a law to raise an army, which 
army, when raised, may be ordered on an expedi- 
tion to Canada, or elsewhere, out of the United 
States. And how is this army to be raised? By 
the voluntary enlistment of the soldiers. Well, 
sir, if it be competent for us to command the ser- 
vices of the soldiers, in consequence of their vol- 
untary enlistment, it follows that we have power 
to command the services of those who volunteer, 
and subscribe an engagement, to serve at any 
ipere not beyond sea, and out of the jurisdiction 
of the United States.” This, sir, is too obvious 
to require further elucidation. I therefore, sir, 
cannot perceive that there is any force in the ob- 
jection to the words “ beyond sea,” and hope they 
will not be struck out. ; 

But it is said that these troops, when detached, 
partake of the character of regular troops. This 
is true, as regards the volunteers, and I like the 
bill the better for this provision. Because, when 
organized, although they niay be called into the 
service, and be liabie to do duty as regular troops, 
they are not entitled to receive pay, until they 
are called into actual service. This isa greatand 
valuable improvement in our military system. 
Heretofore, when an army has been raised, they 
have been under pay from the time of their en- 
listment until discharged. And millious have 
been thus expended for armies, without receiving 
the benefit of any actual service. I need not in- 
stance any other than the famous provisional ar- 
my of 1798. 

Another important improvement in our mili- 
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tary system, is to be seen ip this bill. The off- 
cers, as well of the volunteers as of those who are 
draughted, are to be appointed by the Executives 
of the several States and Territories. By this 
arrangement you will be likely to have more sat. 
isfactory appointments than can be made by the 
Executive of the United States. Besides, this 
exercise of pores in creating officers, is, at least 
as congenial to the Republican principles of the 
Constitution as to delegate it to the President. 
It goes far to obviate the great objections to the 
employment or organization of a military force, 
that standing forces are dangerous to liberty. 
But these 100,000 men, instead of being enlisted 
in one part or in any part of the country, are to 
be duly apportioned and detached from every 
part. Thus each and every part of the nation 
will have an equal portion of its citizens em- 
ployed in this army. They will retain their 
patriotic principles and their State or local at- 
tachments. An army thus constituted is certainly 
as free from the objection urged against armies 
in free Governments as any army that can be 
organized. 

did not rise to detain the Committee with any 
loathe remarks, and will only add, that I view 
this bill as preferable to any that has ever found 
a place in our statute books, upon the subject to 
which it relates. It has my cordial approbation. 

Mr. Souruarp said that he would not have 
troubled the House on this subject, but that he 
believed the bill to be one of the best bills ever 
presented to them. He had not been able to feel 
the force of the Constitutional objections, having 
always understood that any compact not forbid- 
den by the Constitution was Constitutional. 
There is, said he, a clear distinction made in the 
bill, between those militia who are draughted and 
those who enter into service by voluntary en- 
gagement. The distinction is marked in every 
section. For this reason, I am of opinion that 
there is no soundness in the Constitutional objec- 
tion to that part of the bill which is proposed to 
be amended. 

Iam no friend to war, or to war speeches ; but 
Iam a friend to being prepared to meet war in 
any form in which it may present itself, whether 
by land or sea; whether in the shape of an inva- 
sion from Canada and Nova Scotia, or an attack 
from sea, 1 would be prepared to meet it. What 
is now the situation of our country? Does not 
war threaten us from every side? And, should 
we be assailed by sea, should our cities be bom- 
barded by the British or French, would it not be 
proper to be prepared not only to repel the enemy 
but to pursue them? Not only would I repel them, 
sir, but, in such case, I won annex the neigh- 
boring territories to the United States. I have 
no idea of concealing my object. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Van 
Horn) talks about arming the militia. He says, 
if we have war it will bea predatory war. True, 
sir; and where areourarms? Will you, in such 
case, send to Harper’s Ferry or to Springfield for 
them? Into whose hands do we propose to put 
these arms? Not into the hands of a standing 
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army, to become dangerous to the liberties of the | still be strictly a defensive war. That being the 
country; not into the hands of an army which | case, supposing a party of your militia to be sta- 
may overturn our Constitution, but into the | tioned on the line, they would be authorized, with 
hands of the yeomanry of the country—this very | their own consent, to cross the line, and carry the 
militia, who are always prepared to defend its| war into the enemy’s territory. If that be admit- 
rights. These are the men contemplated by the | ted, I can see no difference between taking the 


bill. consent of a party of your militia a year previous 
A gentleman from New York (Mr. Gotp) asks | to the war, and obtaining it when they arrive at 
for what purpose these men are to beengaged? [| the line. I am not in favor of war; but, sir, are 
answer, generally, for the great purposes for| you sure that war may not be made on you? 
which these United States were associated, and | That is the point of view in which I consider 
entered into compact, and for the great purposes | the bill important. I see, in the papers, an ad- 
which the preamble to the Constitution points | dress of the Governor of Canada, telling the 
out—for our protection and defence, not only in-| people that it will be owing entirely to the mod- 
ternal but external. Not only, for these general | eration of His Majesty if we have not a war. I 
purposes, am I in favor of the bill, but for these} have so long witnessed that moderation, that I 
special purposes: That your citizens may be| have no dependence on it. I believe it will de- 
armed, and the militia prepared to meet any ene-| pend entirely on his interest whether he makes 
my; that they may be improved in military ex-| war upon us or not. Then, if it is possible or 
ercise, and, at a cheap rate, become somewhat | probable that we may be attacked, is it nota duty 
acquainted with camp duty. This system will| of the Legislature of the nation to be prepared 
produce officers who will take a pride in improv- | for such an attack? What would be our situa- 
ing themselves in military discipline. Every one| tion if we were now attacked? We have no 
who has ever been in war, or who has read his-| regular force to meet the enemy that would pro- 
tory, will agree with me that this is a very im-| duce any material effect. If you strike out these 
portant point. If we pass this bill, we shall cer- | words, the bill is completely enervated, because 
tainly see a body of well trained militia of a| the draughted militia will answer every other 
proper age and spirit, and shall no longer remain | purpose than that of carrying war out of the 
in this defenceless state, of which we are daily | United States. I wish, if we are to have a war, 
told. Gentlemen called out to command in this} and we should be justified in carrying it into the 
corps, will gird on their swords with pride, and | enemy’s country, to be prepared for it. By hav- 
feel like officers. If they enter for two years,| ing such a body of men, liable to service, as you 
re will do it again, will become perfect in dis- | will no doubt see, if this bill pass, I have no doubt 
cipline and will be a bulwark for their country, | we shall be able to meet any force they can send 
and the best defence possible to oppose to an 
enemy. 

Some gentlemen have required those who are 
friends to the bill, to tell what they mean by it. 
My object, and I wish not to conceal it, is to pro- 
tect and defend this country against predatory 
war, or invasion, which may take place from 
Canada—for I saw much of a war speech the 
other day from the Governor of that Province. 
Are we to shrink now? To yield to these cow- 
ardly insinuations, and let a few Canadians make 
an invasion ? 

The expense is but trifling compared with the 
advantages which will result from it to the coun- 
try; it will form a system, not to be abandoned 
to-day or to-morrow, nor while the Government 
exists, for the system is Republican. Under these 
impressions, I shall vote against the proposition 
for striking out these words, because the line be- 
tween us and the British Provinces is but narrow, 
and, if circumstances require it, I will say “ cross | 
the line.” We provoke no war ; but it is not the 
policy of this Government to give up its rights or 
independence, nor one particle of either. 

Mr. Site said, he was certainly not friendly 
to war, and yet he was friendly to this bill. As 
he meant to vote for the bill, he said he would 
state the object he had in view. With respect to 
Constitutional objections, they did not strike him 
as having any force. It is denied by no one, that 
defensive war is justifiable, and that, when car- 
tied into the territory of your enemy, it may 


against us. 

There is another consideration. This isa spe- 
cies of force that costs less than regular troops. 
Except the mere expense of arming them and 
paying them for ten days training in a year, we 
shall not be subjected to any of the expense at- 
tendant on a regular force. That is one great 
advantage ; but there isanother. This body will 
be composed of materials not to be found in the 
regular ae Young men, the yeomanry of the 
country, will form this corps; men who have 
something to fight for; men who have spirit to 
fight, and love of country to induce them to every 
necessary exertion. I prefer it much toa regular 
force. There are amendments, which I would 
wish to the bill, which would not weaken it, but 
give it nerve. I wish that the privates of the 
corps may not be subjected to that severe and 
shameful discipline prevailing in the regular 
army. I would not subject them to infamous 
punishment. I should hope that the point of 
honor would be a sufficient security for their 
good conduct. 

Mr. Bacon said, that the gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Key,) in combatting this bill, on Con- 
stitutional grounds, had conceded sufficient for 
his purposes, and sufficient, too, to do away those 
Constitutional objections, which he himself had 
raised. He concedes, said ‘Mr. B., that, in what 
may be called a fresh pursuit, a body of militia, 
having a manifest advantage over the enemy, 
might, with their consent, be conducted over the 
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boundary line, for the purpose of further subdu- 
ing their adversary. This seems to me sufficient 
to establish the general Constitutional position, 
that the militia may, under certain circumstances, 
go over the line. If they have a right to go over 
the line, by consent, at the time, they certainly 
can do the same by prior consent. But the gen- 
tleman says that this is an extreme case, which 
ought not to be attempted to be made to bear on 
the general Constitutional question. If it were 
an extreme or improbable case, it would not alter 
the general principles which it establishes; but 1 
do not agree that it is either so extreme or im- 
probable a case that it may not fairly be taken 
into consideration in organizing this force. Is it 
impossible or improbable that, in case of a rup- 
ture with Great Britain, we might have an inva- 
sion on our Northern frontier? So farfrom this, 
that it happened in the Revolutionary war once 
and again, that an invasion was made by one of 
the best appointed armies Great Britain ever 
sent to this country. It is not, perhaps, from the 
militia of the British Provinces that an invasion 
is to be expected, but from the standing troops 
with which Great Britain will furnish them, and 
which we have the assurance of His Majesty, 
through the Governor of Lower Canada in his 
late address to the Legislature, that that Prov- 
ince shall again have. I ask, then, whether the 
invasion of our territory is an impossible event ? 
I think not. So far from its now being impossi- 
ble, I recollect that a member from New York, 
(Mr. Emort,) in his speech on the joint resolu- 
tion respecting the British Minister, did solemnly 
enjoin upon us to take into consideration, the sit- 
uation of the Northern territory in case of a war, 
that the inevitable. consequence would be inva- 
sion, and desolation, and distress. But, Ido by no 
means rest the argument on this contingency. I 
do not think it necessary that a prior invasion 
should be made on us to authorize the militia, 
with their consent, to be conducted over the terri- 
torial line. Suppose that, in case of war, a regi- 
ment of the militia of Vermont should volunteer 
to go over the line to capture a detachment on 
the other side, would not the Government have 
a right to accept their aid, and to direct their op- 
erations? I think it would. I will not enlarge 
further on this point; but nothing is more clear 
than that whatever doubt there may be as to the 
militia going over the line when draughted, it 
does not apply to them when they voluntarily 
engage. 
he gentleman from Kentucky, ‘as usual, told 
us that this was one of the measures on which he 
and his friends made a great deal of noise ten 
years ago. I do not know how many kinds of 
noises he has made, in the course of his political 
life, but I must protest against being concluded 
by arguments of this sort. Ido not feel myself 
bound to vote against every measure which the 
entleman ever made a noise against. Perhaps 
fre was placed in a situation where it was his in- 
terest and his business to make a noise. 
As to the provisional army of the former Ad- 
ministration, with which the gentleman has at- 
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Marcu, 1810, 
tempted to identify the corps to be organized by 
this bill, it had no similarity to it. That was a 
regular military force, and a measure not adapted 
to the existing state of things at the time. |; 
was justly objected to, because, in case of war 
with France, the nation with whom alone we had 
any differences, there was no point of contact 
where an armed military force could apply. |; 
was, therefore, well asked, and I never heard the 
question answered, for what purpose is this army 
intended? To be sure, sir, of late I have cast my 
eye on a document* which may, perhaps, throw 
some light on the subject. It does now appear 
that there was then in existence a certain project 
of a treaty between Great Britain, the United 





| States, and the Southern Provinces of America, 


wherein the United States were to stipulate to 
contribute, as their contingent, toward the com- 
mon objects of the alliance. an amount of ten thou- 
sand regular troops. The treaty was sent to our 
Government in the year 1797 or 1798, and is said 
not to have met with a very favorable reception 
from President Adams. This we learn from a 
British work lately published in this country. It 
so happened that the exact number of ten thov- 
sand troops were raised here just at that time; 
for what purpose the nation were somewhat ata 
loss to know. 





* The following is the substance of the account giv- 
en of this transaction in the work (Bristed’s Hints) 
above alluded to: 

“In the year 1797, a project of a treaty was drawn 
up at Paris by Miranda, and other Deputies from the 
South American Spanish Provinces, upon the subject- 
matter of which interviews were immediately had 
with Mr. Pitt, in London, who acceded to the same 
with alacrity, and it was afterward transmitted to the 
Government of the United States. The treaty con- 
sisted of eleven articles, and the fourth article which 
details the general objects of the proposed alliance is in 
the following words : 

‘¢* A defensive alliance between England, the United 
States of America, and South America, is so strongly 
recommended, by the nature of things, by the geo- 
graphical position of each of the three countries, by 
the products, industry, wants, manners, and characters 
of the three nations, that it is impossible for this alli- 
ance not to be of long continuance; above all, if care 
be taken to consolidate it by an analogy in the politi- 
cal form of the three Governments. That is to say, by 
the enjoyment of civil liberty, well understood ; nay, 
we may even say with confidence, that this alliance is 
the only remaining hope of liberty, so audaciously out- 
raged by the detestable maxims avowed by the French 
Republic ; it is the only means left of forming a bal- 
ance of power capable of restraining the destructive 
ambition and desolation of the French system.’ ”’ 

“The subsequent articles define more particularly 
the objects of the alliance, and provide for the contribu- 
tion which the three parties were to make towards it. 
On the part of the United States a small milita’y “~ce 
was to be furnished, which, it was proposed, sh." . be 
ten thousand troops, and the British Government 
agreed to find money and ships. But Mr. Adams, then 
President of the United States, declined to transmit an 
immediate answer, and the measure was, in conse- 
quence, postponed.” 
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The gentleman says, that however we may talk | Union, that Congress had no Constitutional au- 
about war, it is very uopopular, and the people are | thority to lay an embargo; other instances might 
very much against it. 1 will not contest with the | be given. iat 
gentleman in his superior knowledge on this The Constitution has vested Congress express- 
oint. He is an older mariner, and probably takes | ly with authority and made it their duty to pro- 
his soundings along the shore of popularity often- | vide for the common defence and general welfare 
er than most of us. But this I will say,that when | and to repel invasions, which includes every 
for a series of years this nation has experienced | means of carryjg@e those powers into full effect to 
an unprovoked and relentless course of aggres- | the greatest public advantage; yet, it is contend- 
sion and insult from the violence and rapacity of | ed, that Congress has not Constitutional author- 
foreign Powers, and after every other means of | ity to make a law to enable the President to em- 
averting those aggressions and insults have been | ploy the national force to prevent an invasion by 
disregarded, it becomes the duty of the National | meeting the invading foe on his own ground, or 
Government to vindicate, at every hazard, the | by pursuing the invading army beyond the terri- 
nation’s rights. Whether the nation will vindi- | torial line. 
cate and support this Government in the appeal} The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Lyon,) 
which it may be necessary to make, is for them | has not only denied the Constitutional authority 
to decide. If we do, indeed, mistake their views | of Congress to make such provision, but asserted 
and wishes, they hold in their own hands the | that the powerful minority in the fifth Congress 
proper corrective, and to them I leave the de-| opposed the raising of the provisional army on 
cision. Constitutional ground, and made a great noise 
Mr. Lyon said the Committee had been enter- | about its being contrary to the Constitution ; that 
tained with a very pretty play from the gentleman | he himself made a great noise, ete. 
from Massachusetts upon the word “noise,” a| Mr. F. said, that himself and several other gen- 
word which dropped from me. I confess, sir,|tlemen whom he now saw on the floor, were 
said Mr. L., that Iam often very unfortunate in | members of that Congress; that he had made 
my choice of words, to express my meaning, and | some noise on that question himself, having taken 
perhaps on the occasion of my using the word | the floor more frequently than now, because he 
“noise,” I might, by being a little more cau- | was better heard. He had been opposed to hos- 
tious, have found a better; one that would have | tilities with France until further negotiation was 
better pleased that gentleman’s ear. But, sir, no | tried; but when that measure was adopted, he 
one else, who knew us in 1800, will say we did | voted for such measures as he thought best cal- 
not, both of us, make noise. We did not live far | culated to carry hostilities most advantageously 
asunder, and, as far as I could know of the gen- | into effect. He had voted for the greatest num- 
tleman, he echoed all the noise | made; and I be- | ber of ships that was proposed, because he knew 
lieve that it is tothis noise-making the gentleman | that it was only with a navy that we came into 
owes his present importance. On the noise spoken | contact with the power and interests of France; 
of, he has, I believe, mounted to fame, to honor, | and he had voted against the Army, because it 
and respectability. could be of no possible use in the hostilities with 
While I am up, sir, 1 would warn gentlemen | France, because she had no territory in our 
against yielding to Executive encroachments, | reach ; nor was it in her power or for her interest 
against yielding the legislative powers constitu- | to invade us; and it was not pretended that the 
tionally lodged in their hands to Executive dis- | Army was necessary on the frontiers. In short, 
cretion or management. The bill before you con- | he voted against it, because he thought it inexpe- 
templates giving the power of making war to the | dient, and a useless expense, but not because he 
President. Executive encroachments, and grants | thought it contrary to the Constitution. Several 
of power to the Executive was a subject we for- | of his friends in that minority voted for it. which 
merly made much noise about. I am not pre-| they would not have done if they had thought it 
pared to enumerate all the grants of power and | unconstitutional. In short, the first that he rec- 
Executive encroachments since Mr. Jefferson’s | ollected of ever having heard of its being uncon- 
coming into office; but I will pledge myself to | stitutional was the assertion of the member from 
show, on paper, if it is required, that they have | Kentucky, to apply it against the provision of this 
far exceeded all that we complained of during the | bill. It was a very late discovery, even if there 
former Presidencies. had been any analogy between the two cases. It 
Mr. Finpvey said, though the Constitutional | was not then known, at least to the minority, 
powers, he thought, were defined with competent | that there was such a negotiation on foot, as, if 
precision, yet, he observed that, in almost every | it had succeeded, would have produced employ 
Congress, it had become, on many occasions, very | for the provisional army, as has been mentioned 
flexible in the hands of different members, and, | by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Ba- 
sometimes, of different parties. He remembered | con,) who has also reasoned so very convincing- 
well, that, in 1794, the power of Congress to lay | ly on this question, as to leave very little to be 
an embargo was considered unanimously by the | added. 
members in Congress and the citizens, as fully It is universally admitted and sanctioned by 
authorized by the Constitution ; but that, in 1807, | our own former conduct, that the best way of 
it was discovered and argued by many members | carrying on defensive war, when it is necessary, 
of Congress, and citizens in some parts of the | is by offensive operations. If we were about to 
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boundary line, for the purpose of further subdu- | tempted to identify the corps to be organized } 
ing their adversary. This seems to me sufficient | this bill, it had no similarity to it. That was 
to establish the general Constitutional position, | regular military force,and a measure not adapted 
that the militia may, under certain circumstances, | to the existing state of things at the time. |, 
go over theiine. If they have aright togo over | was justly objected to, because, in case of war 
the line, by consent, at the time, they certainly | with France, the nation with whom alone we had 
can do the same by prior consent. But the gen- | any differences, there was no point of contact 
tleman says that this is an extreme case, which | where an armed military force could apply. |; 
ought not to be attempted to be made to bear on | was, therefore, well asked, and I never heard the 
the general Constitutional question. If it were | question answered, for what purpose is this army 
an extreme or improbable case, it would notalter | intended? To be sure, sir, of late I have cast my 
the general principles which it establishes; but 1 | eye on a document* which may, perhaps, throw 
do not agree that it is either so extreme or im-| some light on the subject. It does now appear 
probable a case that it may not fairly be taken | that there was then in existence a certain project 
into consideration in organizing this force. Is it | of a treaty between Great Britain, the United 
impossible or improbable that, in case of a rup- | States, and the Southern Provinces of America, 
ture with Great Britain, we might have an inva- | wherein the United States were to stipulate to 
sion on our Northern frontier? So farfrom this, | contribute, as their contingent, toward the com- 
that it happened in the Revolutionary war once | mon objects of the alliance. an amount of ten thou- 
and again, that an invasion was made by one of | sand regular troops. The treaty was sent to our 
the best appointed armies Great Britain ever | Government in the ear 1797 or 1798, and is said 
sent to this country. It is not, perhaps, from the | not to have met with a very favorable reception 
militia of the British Provinces that an invasion | from President Adams. This we learn from a 
is to be expected, but from the standing troops | British work lately published in this country. It 
with which Great Britain will furnish them, and | so happened that the exact number of ten thou- 
which we have the assurance of His Majesty, | sand troops were raised here just at that time; 
through the Governor of Lower Canada in his | for what purpose the nation were somewhat at a 
late address to the Legislature, that that Prov- | loss to know. 

ince shall again have. I ask, then, whether the 5; . 
invasion of our territory is an impossible event? | * The following is the substance of the account giv- 
I think not. So far from its now being impossi- | en of this transaction in the work (Bristed’s Hints) 
ble, I recollect that a member from New York, | above alluded to: 

(Mr. Emort,) in his speech on the joint resolu-| “In the year 1797, a project of a treaty was drawn 
tion respecting the British Minister, did solemnly | UP at Paris by Miranda, and other Deputies from the 
enjoin upon us to take into consideration, the sit- | South American Spanish Provinces, upon the subject: 
uation of the Northern territory in case of a war, | ™atter of which interviews were immediately had 
that the inevitable. consequence would be inva- | With Mr. Pitt, in London, who acceded to the same 
sion, and desolation, and distress. But, Ido by no oon alacrity, wae Uni eres a oe to the 
means rest the argument on this contingency. I Sean eiaeeiamminer sod ope A Meee 
do not think it necessary that a prior invasion a aeaee omaae ae fone ri a Soha oo 
should be made on us to authorize the militia, oe Cee a 


: : *) | the following words: 
with their consent, to be conducted over the terrl-|  «« A defensive alliance between England, the United 
torial line. Suppose that, in case of war, a regi- | States of America, and South America, is so strongly 
ment of the militia of Vermont should volunteer | recommended, by the nature of things, by the geo- 
to go over the line to capture a detachment on | graphical position of each of the three countries, by 
the other side, would not the Government have | the products, industry, wants, manners, and characters 
a right to accept their aid, and to direct their op- | of the three nations, that it is impossible for this alli- 
erations? I think it would. I will not enlarge | ance not to be of long continuance; above all, if care 
further on this point; but nothing is more clear | be taken to consolidate it by an analogy in the politi- 
than that whatever doubt there may be as to the | cal form of the three Governments. That is to say, by 
militia going over the line when draughted, it 


the enjoyment of civil liberty, well understood ; nay, 
does not apply to them when they voluntarily we may even say with confidence, that this alliance is 
engage. 


the only remaining hope of liberty, so audaciously out- 
The gentleman from Kentucky, ‘as usual, told raged by the detestable maxims avowed by the French 
us that this was one of the measures on which he 


Republic ; it is the only means left of forming a bal- 
ar . » of power capable of restraining the destructive 
and his friends made a great deal of noise ten | °™°°,% P a g we 
° t . 
years ago. I do not know how many kinds of ambition and desolation of the French system 
noises he has made, in the course of his political 


“The subsequent articles define more particularly 
: ; ; the objects of the alliance, and ide for t tribu- 
life, but I must protest against being concluded " eee ee ne eee 
by arguments of this sort. Ido not feel myself 


tion which the three parties were to make towards it. 
bound to vote against every measure which the 


On the part of the United States a small military force 
gontemee ever made a noise against. Perhaps 


was to be furnished, which, it was proposed, should be 
, : c } ha ten thousand troops, and the British Government 

e was placed in a situation where it was his in- 
terest and his business to make a noise. 


agreed to find money and ships. But Mr. Adams, then 
President of the United States, declined to transmit an 

As to the provisional army of the former Ad- 
ministration, with which the gentleman has at- 





immediate answer, and the measure was, in conse- 
quence, postponed.” 
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The gentleman says, that however we may talk 
about war, it is very unpopular, and the people are | 
very much against it. 1 will not contest with the 
gentleman in his superior knowledge on this 
point. He is an older mariner, and probably takes 
his soundings along the shore of popularity often- 
er than mostof us. But this I will say, that when 
for a series of years this nation has experienced 
an unprovoked and relentless course of aggres- 
sion and insult from the violence and rapacity of 
foreign Powers, and after every other means of 
averting those aggressions and insults have been 
disregarded, it becomes the duty of the National 
Government to vindicate, at every hazard, the 
nation’s rights. Whether the nation will vindi- 
cate and support this Government in the appeal 
which it may be necessary to make, is for them 
to decide. If we do, indeed, mistake their views 
and wishes, they hold in their own hands the 
proper corrective, and to them I leave the de- 
cision. | 
Mr. Lyon said the Committee had been enter- | 
tained with a very pretty play from the gentleman 
from Massachusetts upon the word “noise,” a 
word which dropped from me. I confess, sir, 
} 


arca, | 





said Mr. L., that am often very unfortunate in 
my choice of words, to express my meaning, and 
perhaps on the occasion of my using the word 
“noise,” I might, by being a little more cau- 
tious, have found a better; one that would have 
better pleased that gentleman’s ear. But, sir, no 
one else, who knew us in 1800, will say we did 
not, both of us, make noise. We did not live far 
asunder, and, as far as I could know of the gen- 
tleman, he echoed all the noise | made; and I be- | 
lieve that it is tothis noise-making the gentleman | 
owes his present importance. On the noise spoken 
of, he has, I believe, mounted to fame, to honor, 
and respectability. 

While I am up, sir, | would warn gentlemen | 
against yielding to Executive encroachments, | 
against yielding the legislative powers constitu- | 
tionally lodged in their hands to Executive dis- | 
cretion or management. The bill before you con- 

| 








templates giving the power of making war to the 
President. Executive encroachments, and grants 
of power to the Executive was a subject we for- 
merly made much noise about. I am not pre- 
pared to enumerate all the grants of power and 
Executive encroachments since Mr. Jefferson’s 
coming into office; but I will pledge myself to 
show, on paper, if it is required, that they have 
far exceeded all that we complained of during the 
former Presidencies. 

Mr. Finpvey said, though the Constitutional 
powers, he thought, were defined with competent 
precision, yet, he observed that, in almost every | 
Congress, it had become, on many occasions, very | 
flexible in the hands of different members, and, | 
sometimes, of different parties. He remembered | 


well, that, in 1794, the power of Congress to lay 
an embargo was considered unanimously by the | 
members in Congress and the citizens, as fully 

authorized by the Constitution ; but that, in 1807, | 
it was discovered and argued by many members 


of Congress, and citizens in some parts of the | 
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Union, that Congress had no Constitutional au- 
thority to lay an embargo; other instances might 
be given. 

The Constitution has vested Congress express- 
ly with authority and made it their duty to pro- 
vide for the common defence and general welfare 
and to repel invasions, which includes every 
means of carryjige those powers into full effect to 
the greatest public advantage; yet, it is contend- 
ed, that Congress has not Constitutional author- 
ity to make a law to enable the President to em- 
ploy the national force to prevent an invasion by 
meeting the invading foe on his own ground, or 
by pursuing the invading army beyond the terri- 
torial line. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Lyon,) 
has not only denied the Constitutional authority 
of Congress to make such provision, but asserted 
that the powerful minority in the fifth Congress 
opposed the raising of the provisional army on 
Constitutional ground, and made a great noise 
about its being contrary to the Constitution ; that 
he himself made a great noise, ete. 

Mr. F. said, that himself and several other gen- 
tlemen whom he now saw on the floor, were 
members of that Congress; that he had made 
some noise on that question himself, having taken 
the floor more frequently than now, because he 
was better heard. He had been opposed to hos- 
tilities with France until further negotiation was 
tried; but when that measure was adopted, he 
voted for such measures as he thought best cal- 
culated to carry hostilities most advantageously 
into effect. He had voted for the greatest num- 
ber of ships that was proposed, because he knew 
that it was only with a navy that we came into 
contact with the power and interests of France; 
and he had voted against the Army, because it 
could be of no possible use in the hostilities with 
France, because she had no territory in our 
reach ; nor was it in her power or for her interest 
to invade us; and it was not pretended that the 
Army was necessary on the frontiers. In short, 
he voted against it, because he thought it inexpe- 
dient, and a useless expense, but not because he 
thought it contrary to the Constitution. Several 
of his friends in that minority voted for it. which 
they would not have done if they had thought it 
unconstitutional. In short, the first that he rec- 
ollected of ever having heard of its being uncon- 
stitutional was the assertion of the member from 
Kentucky, io apply it against the provision of this 
bill. It was a very late discovery, even if there 
had been any analogy between the two ¢ases. It 
was not then known, at least to the minority, 
that there was such a negotiation on foot, as, if 
it had succeeded, would have produced employ 
for the provisional army, as has been mentioned 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Ba- 
con,) who has also reasoned so very convincing- 
ly on this question, as to leave very little to be 
added. 

It is universally admitted and sanctioned by 
our own former conduct, that the best way of 
carrying on defensive war, when it is necessary, 
is by offensive operations. If we were about to 
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be invaded from Canada, as we had formerly 


been, and as, by the speech of the Governor of 
that territory, we find that they were again called 
upon‘to be in a state of preparation, or, if we 
were to be attacked on our weakest quarter by an 
army marched through Florida, of which we 
were not long since under apprebensions—unless 
this power is vested in the President during the 
recess of Congress, he could not employ the na- 
tional force to prevent invasion by carrying the 
war into the enemy’s territories, nor in repelling 
an invading foe so as to pursue him beyond the 
territorial line, nor make reprisals. The knowl- 
edge of having our hands tied in this manner, is 
well calculated to invite invasion and insult. It 
is well known that those from whom danger is 
most to be apprehended, know that if our seaports 
were attacked and our cities laid waste on the one 
side, and our territories on the other, at the same 
time, which is very possible, no adequate resistance 
could be made until Congress was convened from 
the extremities of the Union, when several months 
must elapse, great injury be done, and the best op- 
portunities be passed before effectual provision 
could be made unless this power is vested in the 
President. 

Mr. F. declared that he was opposed to taking 
Canada, or any other territory, unless it became 
necessary in our own defence; but he believed 
the best way to avoid that necessity was at all 
times to have it in our power. It was an estab- 
lished maxim, that the surest method of avoiding 
war, was at all times to be prepared for it. He 
concluded with observing, that the member from 
Kentucky must have been hard run for argu- 
ments, when he so warmly asserted that the term 
may, in the bill, was imperative, or of the same 
import, as shall or must. It required but a small 
degree of recollection to have been convinced 
that almost every Congress had passed laws re- 
specting loans, and other objects, wherein may 
means a discretionary power, and that such laws 
are frequently not put in force. A good cause 
does not stand .in need of such arguments. It is 
plain no power is, by this bill, vested in the Presi- 
dent, to march the militia,in any event, over the 
territorial line, except such as voluntarily engage 
to do so. The Federal Constitution does not in- 
terfere with the voluntary engagements of free- 
men. 

Mr. Key said that he had not, as gentlemen 
supposed, contended that a man could not give 
his consent nine or twelve months beforehand to 
serve the United States. Neither was he discuss- 
ing og ated of war, or the best mode of pre- 
paring for it, which, however, he deemed fo be by 
a well-trained militia. I call on gentlemen, said 
he, to look at the Constitution, and meet this ar- 
gument. A body of militia sign an enlistment 
to meet at a place of rendezvous out of the United 
States. Can sucha body, by the Constitution, be 
officered by the State authorities? Must they 
not, by the Constitution, be officered by the Ex- 
ecutive of the United States? I admit that they 
may give consent to go out of the United States ; 
but they are not then militia, but a body of men 
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forming an army, and must be officered by the 
Executive. 

Mr. Van Horn’s motion was negatived—ayes 
36, noes 63. 

Mr. Pearson moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing to one of its sections the following proviso: 

Provided, They (the volunteers) shall not be taken 
out of the jurisdiction of the United States, unless jt 
be in pursuit of an enemy who shall have invaded the 
United States. 


The motion was negatived without debate, 31 
members only rising in the affirmative. 

Mr. P. said that, if the bill was to pass, he 
wished it to pass in as perfect a shape as possible. 
By the bill, volunteers were to sign an engage- 
ment to serve the United States according to the 
provisions of this act. He proposed to amend 
this part of the bill by adding as follows: 

“ The said engagement being first read to him (the 
volunteer) by a commissioned officer and witnessed by 
at least one credible witness, at the time of signing it, 
and that the engagement to be made and signed shall 
expressly state the liability to be taken out of the Uni- 
ted States.” 


This motion was also negatived without debate 
—ayes 53, noes 41. 

The Committee then rose, and reported the 
bill to the House, and the House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, March 8. 

A motion was made by Mr. Weak-ey, that the 
House do now adjourn: and the question being 
taken thereupon, it was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 3, nays 58. 

A motion was made, by Mr. McKers, that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 

“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to adjourn their respective 
Houses on Monday, the second day of April next. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jennies. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be, and they are hereby, directed to inquire 
into the expediency of constituting and establish- 
ing a new district for the disposal of the United 
States’ lands in the Indiana Territory, to be 
bounded as follows, to wit: On the East by the 
line dividing the sixth and seventh ranges, East 
of the second principal meridian ; on the North 
by the Indian boundary line; on the West by the 
line dividing the seventh and eighth ranges, West 
of the second principal meridian; on the South 
by the river Ohio. 

Mr. Jounson, trom the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill! for the relief of Elizabeth Hamil- 
ton; which was read twice, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Jounson, from the same committee, to 
whom was committed the bill from the Senate, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Charles Minifie,” 
reported that the committee had: had the said 
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bill under consideration, and directed him to re- 
port the same to the House, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Love, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the whole 
House be discharged from the consideration of 
the bill to amend the charter of Alexandria ; and 
that the Committee of the whole House be also 
discharged from the consideration of the bill to 
amend the act, entitled “ An act for the estab- 
ment of a turnpike company in the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia.” 

Mr. Mcmrorp presented a petition of Eugene 
de Leitzendorfer, stating that, at the solicitaion 
of General Eaton he relinquished, in the year one 
thousand eight huodred and four, his command 
as chief engineer and chief of the staff and direc- 
tor of the artillery of the Turkish army in Egypt, 
for the purpose of assisting that officer in his mil- 
itary operations against Tripoli; in consequence 
of which he has been subjected to many hard- 
ships and losses, and having at length arrived in 
America, he finds himself destitute of the means 
of subsistence in the midst of plenty ; and solicit- 
ing such pecuniary aid from Congress as will 
enable him to subsist until he can acquire a 
knowledge cf the American language.—Referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Sournarp, after remarking upon the pres- 
ent inequality of returns of militia, arising from 
the various exemptions from militia service in 
different States, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Message of the President of the United 
States as relates to the organization of the militia of 
the United States, be instructed to inquire whether 
any, and, if any, what alterations or amendments are 
necessary in the act or acts of Congress relative to ex- 
emption from militia duty, and which require annual 
returns of the enrolled militia in the respective States 
to be made to the President of the United States, and 
that the committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


The House took up the report of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill authorizing a detach- 
ment of the militia of the United States, and 
agreed to the several amendments made by the 
committee. 

A motion was made by Mr. Van Horn to 
amend that part of the bill which provides that 
each volunteer “may also be called into the ser- 
vice of the United States to any place, not beyond 
sea, out of the jurisdiction of the United States.” 
by striking out the words in italic, viz: “ beyond 
sea. 

Mr. Dana said that it was a principle which 
could not be well sustained, that the militia can 
be required to march beyond the territorial juris- 
diction of the United States, except for one sin- 
gle purpose, the necessity for which must be de- 
cided by the commander at the time, that is to 
say: when repelling an invasion should require. 
in a military point of view, the passage of the 
line. It is, said Mr. D., a question of a military 
nature, to be decided by the commander of the 





forces, whether it be necessary to accomplish the 
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object of repelling an invasion. Beyoné that, I 
apprehend the militia cannot be marched out of 
the jurisdiction of the United States. It is very 
clear that they cannot be sent beyond sea, out of 
our jurisdiction. 

The next question is, whether the volunteers 
to be taken as substitutes can be sent, not beyond 
sea, out of the jurisdiction of the United States? 
If these volunteers engage, they are to be con- 
sidered as belonging to the Army of the United 
States. A person who is detached may, asa mi- 
litiaman, be required to perform certain duties; 
he may also agree to perform then, and then he 
will be commanded not asa militiaman but as 
an enlisted soldier, and no militia officer, as such, 
can, by virtue of his engagement. extend his 
power as an Officer of militia. He cannot com- 
mand a man beyond the jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ted States, except for the sole purpose of repel- 
ling invasion. This biil, then, presents the extra- 
ordinary spectacle of an army of soldiers without 
a man to command them where they are to act. 
When a militiaman serves where the militia can- 
not be compelled to serve, no militia officer can 
command him ; and that a militiaman can enlist 
himself as an officer, and act as such in virtue of 
his engagement, is an idea very novel. 

In this view of the subject, considering this 
provision as very exceptionable, I am for the 
amendment. 

Mr. PoinpexTeR said that there appeared to be 
two questions raised on this part of the bill. One 
was, whether the officers should be commissioned 
by the State authorities, or by the President of 
the United States? It has been contended by 
gentlemen from Maryland and Connecticut, (Mr. 
Key and Mr. Dana,) that when the militia are 
in service without the jurisdiction of the United 
States, they must be officered by the President of 
the United States. If 1 understood the gentle- 
man from Connecticut correctly, he admits that, 
when in service, the militia volunteers might be 
ordered across the line, but that they cannot go 
out of the jurisdictional limits, inasmuch as the 
officers derive their commissions from State au- 
thorities. I have always understood, heretofore, 
that it was one of the great barriers to defend the 
State governments from the encroachments of 
the General Government; that, in a war in which 
the militia should be called into service, they 
should hold their commissions under State au- 
thorities, to prevent the great influence the Gen- 
eral Government would otherwise have. A gen- 
tleman yesterday read part of an article of the 
Constitution, to show that the militia could only 
be called out for the purposes of suppressing in- 
surrection, executing the laws of the Union, and 
repelling invasion. This is admitted; and it is 
equally admitted that the militia, when draught- 
ed, cannot be called without our jurisdictional 
limits ; for the power to call them out to execute 
the laws, does not authorize the sending them 
beyond our jurisdictional limits, as we cannot 
pass a law to operate out of the jurisdiction of 
the United States. We cannot annex Canada or 
Florida to our territory by a law. As well might 
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it be said that Virginia could pass laws to govern 
Massachusetts, or, vice versa, as that Congress 
could pass a law to have force without the limits 
of the United States. But, if the gentleman from 
Maryland had only read the clause of the Consti- 
tution, which he quoted, throughout, he would 
have found his objection completely answered. 
Congress have power “ to provide for organizing, 
‘arming. and disciplining, the militia, and for 
‘governing such part of them as may be em- 
‘ ployed in the service of the United States, re- 
‘ serving to the States, respectively, the appoint- 
‘ment of the officers,” &c. Here is an express 
reservation of a power to the States to appoint 
officers to the militia when called into actual ser- 
vice. I think, by this clause, the principle is 
clearly established that the officers of these vol- 
unteers can constitutionally hold their commis- 
sions from the State authorities. ; 

It only remains to answer the question, whe- 
ther the militia can be carried beyond the juris- 
diction of the United States by voluntary engage- 
ment? It will be admitted that a citizen of the 
United States can expatriate himself, and can en- 
gage toserve a foreign Prince. There is nothing 
to prevent his engaging in a foreign army. Will 
it be contended that a citizen of the United 
States can engage to serve a foreign Prince and 
not serve his own Government? Is not a con- 
tract to serve his own Government as binding 
and at leastas patriotic ? All contracts not fraud- 
ulent are binding. The United States, in their 
corporate capacity, make a contract with an indi- 
vidual, who can engage as well to serve without 
the limits of the United States as within them. 
He is certainly as competent to do it as to enter 
into the service of a foreign country. 

This body is not to be compared to the provis- 
ional army of 1798, in which the soldier received 
bounty, was entitled to rations, and liable, from 
day to day, to be called into service. Thisis not 
that expensive establishment. Their engagement 
will be compulsory on them to serve the United 
States when the public good requires it. If their 
engagement be valid, and they are to be officered 
by the regular authority, (as I think I have 
shown,) there can be no Constitutional objection 
to the bill. 

From every other consideration, I think this 
the best bill ever offered to the House. The 
Army will not be mercenary ; it will be an effect- 
ive force of citizens, who disdain to be draughted, 
who come forward and offer their services, not 
only for the purpose of going into camp and be- 
ing disciplined, but for going beyond the limits 
cf the United States. We are told at one mo- 
ment that this is a war measure, and that the 
nation is not for war; and yet gentlemen object 
to the very system that is to prove the spirit of 
the nation. If we pass this bill, the number of 
persons volunteering will teach gentlemen the 
mistake under which they labor, when they say 
the people are not prepared for war. War is the 
dernier resort; but when the liberties of the coun- 
try are in danger, and our rights trampled under 
foot, they will be for war. There is more war 
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among the people than in this House. It is by 
presenting a manly front and by evincing the 
spirit of the nation, and not by retreating. that we 
are to secure our rights. 

Mr. Livermore said that this amendment jp- 
volved a Constitutional question, and was not to 
be decided by the disposition which existed fo; 
war, but by a proper inspection of the charter 
under which we are sent to legislate here. [py 
order to understand the question now before the 
House, it might be proper to remark that the 
Constitution distinctly marked out the species of 
force which might be brought into action for the 
security of the nation. By one clause of the 
Constitution a power was given to Congress to 
raise and support armies. Whether an army be 
raised by voluntary enlistment or engagement, it 
is still a regular force. There is another descrip- 
tion of force recognised by the Constitution— 
the militia. Congress are to provide for govern- 
ing the militia, reserving to the States, respect- 
ively, the power of appointing the officers. Noth- 
ing can be clearer than that there are but two 
species of force recognised by the Constitution— 
one the regular force to be raised by money and 
enlistment ; the other the militia. 

The question is, said Mr. L., whether these 
volunteers are regulars or militia? It is true 
that the title is not considered a part of the bill. 
However, one would suppose that a man would 
not write under the picture of a horse “ this isa 
dog.” The title is “a bill authorizing a detach- 
ment of militia of the United States.” The bill 
goes on to provide that the President shall be 
authorized to require of the Executives of the 
several States to hold in readiness their quota of 
100,000 militia, and that persons may voluntarily 
engage and be accepted as part of them. They 
must be either regulars or militia. But the act 
itself expressly calls them militia. Ought the 
words “beyond sea” then to be retained ? 

The gentleman who has last spoken admits 
that the militia cannot be carried out of the Uni- 
ted States. The gentleman from Connecticut 
appeared to me to place the question on its proper 
footing. It is one thing for a commander-in-chief 
to judge whether it is necessary to repel an inva- 
sion that the militia should cross the line, and it 
is another thing by law to enact the position that 
the militia may be called forth to go out of the 
United States, to go to Mexico, Peru, or Brazil, 
or to Montreal or Quebec. Such a law would 
be a violation of the Constitution. The idea of 
raising an army and calling them militia, because 
they are raised without expense, and without en- 
listment, is derogatory to the honor of Congress, 
and is as gross an infringement of the Constitu- 
tion as if we were to make a law that the Senate 
should be abolished, and we should legislate 
alone. You might as well attempt to pass a law 
to officer the militia of the United States as to 
pass a law of this nature. If the bill was modi- 
fied so as to raisea volunteer army, I should have 
no objection to it; but it is not—for every gen- 
tleman calls it a detachment of militia, and as 
such they cannot be carried out of the United 
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States. I am, therefore, for striking out these} Mr. Van Horn said that, although he did not 
words. expect the amendment to prevail, it was no rea- 

Mr. Dana said that he made no question that | son for silence on his part. Allusions, said he, 
officers of militia, as such, were to command the | have been made to the time of 1798, and persons 
militia, as such, when called into the service of | then in the minority have been accused of a dis- 
the United States. This was too plain to be | position to rail, because they are occasionally in 
questioned. But no officer of militia could com- | the minority now. I did, at that time, believe 
mand a militiaman where the militiaman was | everything I said; and, believing that the ma- 
not bound to obey him. | jority then were wrong, although I might always 

I am not, on this amendment, said Mr. D., dis- | have voted with the majority in Congress, the 
cussing the broad, general principles of the bill, | same principles which governed me then govern 
nor the question whether we shall now present a | me now; and when I see any act about to be 


determined front, or whether we shall be respect- 
ed in proportion as we retreat. For, however 
desirable it may be, that does not decide the Con- 
stitutional question as to the correctness of this 
provision. 

Mr. D. entered into an examination of the fea- 
tures of the provisional army of 1798, to show 
that it was not such as it was represented. 

I admit, said Mr. D., that officers of the militia, 
as such, are to act in virtue of commissions from 
the State authorities; that the United States are 
in no instance to officer the militia as militia ; 
but, whenever we require men as private soldiers 
to perform service, which, as militiamen, they 
cannot constitutionally be compelled to perform, 
then the officers must be commissioned by the 
United States, 

The militia can never be marched to repel in- 
vasion, until there is a design to invade and a 
force in preparation for it; because the term im- 
plies a hostile force moving, or having moved, to- 
ward that object. They can never be moved un- 


ne LL 


done, which I deem unconstitutional, I must con- 
tend against it now, as I did then. What kind 
of force will gentlemen say thisis? Gentlemen 
have told you it is not militia; if so, it must be 
an army—it is a provisional army. If it be an 
army, Congress can provide for calling out the 
militia, &c., but can they provide that the Presi- 
dent shall raise an army? This was the very 
point of contest in 1798. The President, when- 
ever he thinks proper, may, by bill, order these 
men into service. If they constitute an army of 
the United States, they ought to be raised by 
Congress; and I have no idea that the Constitu- 
tion gives us power to authorize the President to 
raise an army. That power was given to Con- 
gress, and they cannot transfer it. That is the 
way I understood the Constitutional provision 
under Adams, and that is the way I urderstand 
it now. 

There has been a good deal of talk about the 
spirit of the country. I feel no fear of a disposi- 
tion being imputed to me to abandon the true 


less a force be arrayed to invade—that is, ready | principles of defence ; but, is this the way to sup- 


to strike a blow. 


The officer commanding the | portthem? The Constitution declares that the 


militia may decide whether it is necessary to pass | militia are the safe defence of a free State. What 


the frontier for the single purpose of repelling 
invasion. It is a question completely military, 
and which the proper officer can decide correctly. 


But here is a general provision to order the mili- | 


tia into foreign service. My idea of the militia 
is, that it is essentially a domestic force for de- 
mestic preservation; that it is not, and, in its 
nature, cannot be, and in its principle never ought 
to be, a force for attack and conquest ; that it is, 
essentially, a force for defence and preservation ; 
and that the principle ceding to the General Gov- 
ernment the command of the militia should go 
no further than a mere war of defence and pro- 
tection. They may, therefore, be called forth to 
repel invasion, for the defence of domestic rights ; 
they may, therefore, be called out to suppress in- 
surrection, because it subverts the laws, and also 
to enforce those Jaws which protect our rights, 
and are the pledges of our security. The militia 
guarantee a Republican form of Government by 
repelling invasion, which would destroy our form 
of Government, and they repress insurrection, be- 
cause the authority of the laws must be main- 
tained. They are a domestic force, and cannot 
be ordered on foreign service consistently with 
the Constitution of the United States. It is not 
a service in which a militia officer, as such, can 
command, and he cannot constitute himself an 
officer and commission himself. 


| does this bill provide 2? That the militia shall be 


} marched out of the country; and, in their ab- 


| sence, the arms of the ‘standing army may be 
turned against the country. If this were 1798 
instead of 1810, there would not be the same dis- 
position to trust the militia outside of the United 
States. 

The gentleman from Mississippi says this army 
will disdain to suffer themselves to be draughted. 
If gentlemen already begin to talk in this way, 
those who are ready to repel invasion, but will 
| not agree to go out of our jurisdiction, will be 

told they are mean, dastardly fellows, who do 
not disdain to be draughted. If you begin to 
| stigmatize those who will not volunteer, we shall 
hear enough of it before it is done with. And 
this will be another inducement to volunteer. If 
you wish to manifest the spirit of the nation, I 
consider this not the proper way. I wish to see 
a musket placed in the hand of every freeman 
who comes of age. The number contemplated 
by this bill, to be armed, forms but a small pro- 
portion of the militia of the United States, and 
in some of the States will not be sufficient to de- 
fend the shores of one river from predatory incur- 
sions. 

A gentleman from Pennsylvania said that the 
giving of this power might do away the necessi- 
ty of using it. I cannot, sir, be influenced by con- 
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siderations of that kind. What do here, I do 
for my country, and not with a view to frighten 
foreign nations into a respect for our rights. Ido 
not legislate for exportation. This bill is not 
calculated to insure respect for our rights; my 
fears are that it will rather induce foreign nations 
to trespass further on them. I have no desire to 
enter into a war with France or England, noram 
I for abandoning our rights. I would enter into 
no treaty with either, which should give up a 
right. But, is a nation to go to war for every 
infraction of right? This is new doctrine, and it 
is too late to preach it. I am anxious that this 
amendment should prevail, because I think it im- 
portant that we should not, at this time, be talking 
of marching out of the United States. If there is 
no serious determination of attacking a foreign 
territory, I hope we shall not hold out any idea 
of doing it. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ross) 
has said that the objection ought to be to officer- 
ing the volunteers, instead of marching them out 
of the United States. Although I have an objec- 
tion to both parts, if I move to amend either, I 
shall be told that I begin at the wrong end, and, 
therefore, do not expect to get at my object. 

Mr. Hottanp said it would give him extreme 
pleasure if he could see the gentleman begin at 
the right end. He appeared to be embarrassed 
from the start, and, Mr. H. said, he would do all 
in his power to set him right. He appears to be 
in doubt what these troops are. All these ques- 
tions embarrass my very Republican friend, and 
I am sorry for it. He says Congress ought to raise 
troops, and not the President, and, therefore, he is 
against the bill. If he will examine the bill, he 
will find that Congress are now making provis- 
ion by it to raise some kind of troops. When 
these troops are raised and provided, to be sure, 
the President has the same power over them as 
over any other troops whatever. But he has no 

wer to take them beyond the boundaries of the 

nited States, or to declare war, for that power 
rests with us. 

The general duties of the militia are certainly 
within the United States. But it does not follow 
that no other troops can be raised who are not 
strictly regulars. Regulars is a general name 
applied to all troops in the standing service of the 
country. I remember well, that, in the time of 
the Revolution, we had a variety of different 
troops; there were some called minute men. 
These troops may partake of the character of 
minute men, solemnly pledged to perform service 
according to their engagement, when the country 
requires it. They will have no right tocomplain 
of being carried out of the United States when 
they specially agree to go beyond the limits. 
They are not entrapped. There is no danger of 
imposing on the militia of the United States in 
this particular, by any kind of finesse. They, 








the people, possess nearly as much knowledge as 
those who legislate for them. Their eyes are 
open ; and if they were a little closed gentlemen 
would open them for them ; for there seems to be 
a great abhorrence of invading Canada. If there 
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Se 
should be the same at the time for volunteering, 
they will notengage. All who have opposed the 
bill on this ground may lay aside their fears, 

As to the Constitutional objection, it is the firs; 
time that J ever heard that the Constitution pre. 
vented our citizens from entering into their own 
compacts. So far from it, they are admitted to 
make all contracts not injurious to the United 
States. They can dispose 6f their persons by 
free and open compact, and it would be hard if 
the Government has not power to make a con- 
tract in this way. In the regular army every 
soldier voluntarily engages and contracts with 
the Government to perform that service. Is jt 
not from this contract that service is required of 
him? This bill, as far as respects the contract, 
stands on the same principle as enlistments. | 
am.astonished that gentlemen pretend to take the 
ground that the bill is unconstitutional. The 
Constitution has no bearing on the question. 

The gentleman from Connecticut says that, 
when without the bounds of the United States, 
the militia must serve as regulars, and are not 
bound to obey their officers. If, indeed, sir, per- 
sons fly from their contract, they may not be 
bound by it. The officer, when he receives a 
commission, also makes a contract that he will 
perform service out of the United States, if re- 
quired. The contract is complete and binding, 
and there is nothing in the Constitution which 
forbids it. 

As to the bill itself, it is, perhaps, the best the 
House ever hit upon. If the words, however, are 
stricken out, as proposed, there will be no occa- 
sion tor the bill. There is no occasion for rais- 
ing militia volunteers at to repel foreign 
invasion. To pass such a bill to meet invasion 
would be futile. There is not a citizen, in his 
sober senses, who is in fear of invasion. 1 wish 
to be prepared, not only to repel invasion of ter- 
ritory, but to take satisfaction, if necessary, of 
those nations who invade our rights. 

Mr. Ross remarked, that the objection made 
to the bill is, that these volunteers are militia, and 
that they cannot be commanded out of the juris- 
diction of the United States. It is agreed, that, 
in their individual capacity, they can go out of 
the United States to make offensive war, but itis 
denied that the militia, as an organized body, in 
their military capacity, can make this agreement. 
If the militia, from whom this detachment is to 
be made, were only the militia of a particular 
State and not of the United States, I apprehend 
the gentleman would be correct; but, unfortu- 
nately for the aan they are not only militia 
of the individual States but of the United States, 
and, being so, may they not, organized according 
to law, volunteer themselves in the service of the 
Government to whom they belong? When car- 
ried out into actual service, they are to be com- 
manded by the President of the United States; 
anda great objection is made that, though from 
the mode in which the corps is raised, it is com- 
posed of regulars, yet from being commissioned 
by the Executives of the several States, they are 
to be considered as militia. The Executive of 
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the United States, it is true, by the Constitution, 
jis to commission all officers of the United States. 
The commissioning of the militia by the several 
States is elsewhere provided for, and then they 
come under the clause of the Constitution which 
excepts from the general provision all appoint- 
ments “herein otherwise provided for.” It is 
otherwise provided that the militia officers shall 
be commissioned by the respective States; and, 
being so commissioned, they may volunteer their 
services, and make an agreement, as militia, to 
go out of the United States. 

After a few words of explanation from Mr. 
LivERMORE, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative—yeas 42, nays 
72, as follows: 

Yeas— Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel 
W. Dana, John Davenport, jun., William Ely, James 
Emott, Thos. R. Gold, Wm. Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Living- 
ston, Nathaniel Macon, Vincent Matthews, Archibald 
McBryde, William Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Jo- 
seph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pit- 
kin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Archibald 
Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Whea- 
ton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 


Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, 
William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, Joseph Calhoun, Mat- 
thew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Coch- 
ran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, 
Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph 
Desha, John W. Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, David 8. 
Garland, Thomas Gholson, junior, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Daniel Heister, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Walter 
Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Ro- 
bert Marion, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Gurdon S. Mum- 
ford, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nich- 
olson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, 
Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George 
Smith, Henry Southard, John Taylor, John Thomp- 
son, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
junior, Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Witherspoon. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Pearson said that as the bill was of a 
novel character, containing provisions hitherto 
unknown in the laws of the United States, he 
wished it to be distinctly understood by those to 
be affected by it. He, therefore. moved to amend 
that part of the bill requiring the volunteers to 
sign an engagement by adding the following: 
“which engagement shall expressly state the 
liability to be taken on service without the limits 
and jurisdiction of the United States.” 


This amendment was modified on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Cuay, so as to read—“ which engage- 
ment shall expressly state the liability to be taken 
On service, not beyond sea, without the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States.” 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. Roor, 
Smiuie, Fisk, Hottanp, and W. Astron, and 
supported by Messrs. Pirxin, Dana, SuHEFrFey, 
Pearson, Evy, Taytor, Macon, WiLson, and 
Bacon. 

The reasons urged in favor of it were, gener- 
ally, that every citizen in making an engage- 
ment ought distinetly to understand it; that under 
the laws authorizing detachments of militia, 
volunteers had heretofore been received to serve 
within the United States only, and, unless ex- 
pressly stated otherwise in the engagement, per- 
sons volunteering under this law would think 
that they were merely offering their services as 
heretofore; that the provisions of the bill having 
this operation, would entrap the volunteers into 
an engagement of which they had no idea, and 
which was hitherto unknown to the laws of the 
United States. 

Against this amendment, it was urged that it 
was unnecessary, as the volunteers were to sign 
an engagement to serve the United States “ac- 
cording to the provisions of this act;” that ex- 
pressing one condition of the engagement on the 
face of it would imply an absence of the other 
conditions; that if this amendment was agreed 
to, the House might as well insert the whole of 
the law and the articles of war in the engage- 
ment; and, generally, that it was burdening the 
bill with a provision totally unnecessary and 
useless. 

The amendment was agreed to—yeas 55, nays 
49, as follows: 

Yeas— Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wm W. 
Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Jas. Breckenridge, John Camp- 
bell, John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, James Coch- 
ran, Orchard Cook, Henry Crist, Sam’] W. Dana, John 
Davenport, jun., Wm Ely, James Emott, David 8. Gar- 
land, Thomas R. Gold, Wm. Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jack- 
son, junior, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Matthew Lyon, Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, 
Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, junior, 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, John Stan- 
ley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob 
Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, Archibald Van 
Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, David Bard, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cox, William Crawford, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jona- 
than Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, Tho- 
mas Gholson, junior, Peterson Goodwyn, James Hol- 
land, Jacob Hufty, Nathaniel Macon, Alexander Mc- 
Kim, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Gurdon 8. 
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Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Jokn Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, Henry Southard. Uri 
Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 

And the House adjourned. 

[The bill cannot be taken up to-morrow, Fri- 
day being by a rule of the House appropriated to 
the consideration of bills and reports originating 
from petitions. } 





Fripay, March 9. 


The report unfavorable to the petition of Peter 
Landais, went through a Committee of the Whole, 
and was concurred in by the House. 

The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the report of the Committee of Claims 
on the petition of Margaret Lapsley. 

[The report states the claim to be just, but 
barred by the statute of limitations, and, there- 


fore, recommends a resolution that the prayer of 


the petition ought not to be granted. ] 
After much debate, the report of the commit- 


tee was negatived, anda resolution in favor of 


the petition adopted by the Committee and re- 
ported to the House, by whom it was confirmed, 


64 to 36, and referred to the Committee of Claims | 


to report a bill. 

Mr. Love, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, presented a bill to amend the laws 
within the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice, and committed toa Committee of the 
Whole on Friday next. 

An engrossed bill to make public a road in 
Washington county, in the District of Columbia, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Guotson, 

Ordered, That the unfinished business of yes- 
terday do lie on the table. 

The House then resolved itself intoa Com- 
mittee cf the Whole on the report of the select 
committee on the petition of Amey Dardin ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the committee re- 
ported their agreement to the resolution therein 
contained. 

The resolution being read in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner is 
reasonable, and ought to be granted.” 

The question was taken that the House do 
concur with the Committee of the whole House 
in their agreement to the said resolution, and re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant 
tv the said resolution; and that Mr. GuHouson, 
Mr. Tracy,and Mr. Hester, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled 
“ An act relative to the district court of the Uni- 
ted States established in the Territory of Or- 
leans ;” also, a bill, entitled “ An act to incor- 





porate a company for making certain turnpike 
roads in the District of Columbia;” to which 
bills they desire the concurrence of this House, 

The House proceeded to consider the bill to 
amend the act, entitled “An act for the establish. 
ment of a turnpike company in the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia :” When 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself intoa Committee of the 
Whole, on the report of the Committee of Com. 
merce and iinawiocters on the petition of Tris. 
tram Hussey ; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported their agreement 
to the resolution therein contained, to wit: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner js 
reasonable, and ought to be granted. 

The question was then taken that the House 
do concur with the Committee of the Whole in 
their agreement to the said resolution, and re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant 
to the said resolution; and that the Committee 

| of Commerce and Manufactures do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the report of the Committee of 
Claims on the petition of John Thompsor ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee 

| rose, and reported their disagreement to the reso- 
lution therein contained, to wit: 

| Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner 
ought not to be granted. 

The question was then taken to concur with 
| the Committee of the whole House in their dis- 
agreement to the said resolution, and resolved in 
the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Guoison, the following re- 
solution was then agreed to by the House: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of 
John Thompson is reasonable, and ought to be 
granted. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuan' 
thereto; and that the Committee of Claims do 
prepare and bring in the same. 





| 
| 
| 
{ 





Mownpay, March 12. 


| Another member, to wit: from Virginia, Jous 
| Ranpowrn, appeared, and took his seat in the 
House. 

The Speaker ldid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting his re- 
port in relation to claims for invalid pensions 
| which was read, and ordered to be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
ftom William Lambert, enclosing certain astrono- 
mical calculations in addition to those accompa- 
nying his petition; which were referred to the 


committee appointed on the representation of 


Neale H. Shaw, on the subject of the variation 
of the magnetic needle. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ Au 
act relative to the district court of the United 
States, established in the Territory of Orleans,’ 
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was read twice, and committed to a Commitee | the years 1808 and 1809, which was read, and 
of the Whole on Monday next. ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An{| On motion of Mr. McKim, 
act to incorporate a company for making certain | Resolved, That acommittee be appointed to in- 
turnpike roads in the District of Columbia,” was | quire into the expediency of altering the times of 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the | holding the circuit court of the United States 
Whole on Friday next. for the district of Maryland ; and that they have 
An engrossed bill to amend an act, entitled “An | leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 
act for the establishment of a turnpike company Ordered, That Mr. McKim, Mr. STepHEenson, 
in the county of Alexandria, in the District of | and Mr. Ly.e, be appointed a committee, pursu- 
Columbia,” was read the third time, and passed. | ant to the said resolution. 


A message from the Senate informed the House ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


that the Senate have passed the billyentitled “An 
Mr. McKee called for the consideration of his 


act to prevent the issuing of sea-letters, except to 
certain vessels,” with amendments; to which they | resolution to adjourn on the 2d day of April. 
Mr. Love moved to amend it by striking out 


desire the concurrence of this House. They have 
the second day and inserting the fourth Monday. 


also passed the bill, entitled “ An act providing 
for the third census or enumeration of the inhabi- | Mr. W. Atsron moved to postpone it till Mon- 
tants of the United States,” with amendments ; | day next. 

Mr. WINN moved to postpone it till the first 


to which they desire the concurrence of this 
Monday in April. 


House. 
Messrs. Love, W. Atstron, Ne.tson,and Smtuie, 


Se 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill regulating the Post Office | advocated a postponement, because the House 
Establishment; and, after some time spent there- | had not yet been able to act on the subject of our 
in, the bill was reported with several amend- | foreign relations, and were in daily expectation 
ments thereto; waich were read and severally | of information which would enable them to act 
concurred in by the House. conclusively; that there were many important 

A motion was then made by Mr. W. AtsTon, | subjects before the House to be decided before 
further to amend the said bill, by striking out the | adjournment, and which it would be impossible 
thirty-ninth section thereof: and debate arising | to get through with in so short a time; that it 
thereon, an adjournment was called for, and | would produce no good now to adopt the resolu- 
carried. tion, and would do injury by creating confu- 
sion, the result of the anxiety of each member to 
have that subject first decided in which he felt 
most interested. 

Mr. McKee opposed the postponement, because 
if the argument of the pressure of business was 
4 allowed, it would hold equally good against ad- 
committed to a Committee of the Whole to- journment at any time, and Congress would be 
morrow. always in session; he said that fixing the day for 
Mr. Epres, from the Committee of Ways and | adjournment would greatly accelerate business, 





Tvuespay, March 13. 
Mr. Guo.son, from the committee appointed 
on the ninth instant, presented a bill for the re- 
lief of Amey Dardin; which was read twice, and 


Means, presented a bill for the relief of William | ana no doubt all necessary business could be done 
Baynham ; which was read twice, and commit-j| jn the time mentioned in the resolution. Mr. 


ted toa Committee of the Whole on Thursday | Livermore was against postponement because 


next. ; : he could not conceive why the session should be 
Mr. Newron, from the committee appointed, prolonged ; he had heard on all hands that good 
on the first ultimo, on the report of the Secretary | news had been received from Europe, and he con- 
of War, made in obedience to a resolution of this | ceived, therefore, Congress had nothing to do but 
House, of the twenty-second of January last, re- | to adjourn as speedily as possible, and thus put 
ported the following resolution; which was read, | an end to the non-intercourse law. 
ene and concurred in by the House,to) ‘Phe motion for postponement till the 2d Mon- 
wit: ; : 
' day in April, was decided in the negative—yeas 
Resolved, That the committee to whom has | °Y ; tee ve d in the negative—yeas 
been referred the report of the Secretary of War 38, nays 79, as follows: 
P oh | Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 


made in obedience to a resolution of this House, | _, 77: : 
of the twenty-second of January, 1810, be in- re erent’ ao a by Masa a 
structed to inquire into the cause or causes of the Gide " Gard a ‘al Hoists Willis "He _? 
reat mortality in that detachment of the Arm Shae ent Sane iam Helms, 
8 : y Y | James Holland, Joseph Lewis, junior, John Love, Rob- 
of the United States, ordered for the defence of ert Marion, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 
rei Orleans ; and that the committee be au- Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Gurdon 8S. Mum- 
thorized to send for persons and papers. ford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
The Speaker laid before the House a letter Timothy Pitkin, junior, John Rhea of Tennessee, John 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- | Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Adam Sey- 
ting, in obedience toa resolution of the second } bert, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, John 
instant, a statement of the emoluments and ex- | Smith, John Thompson, Archibald Van Horn, Robert 
penditures of the Collector of Baltimore, during | Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 
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Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Howell 
Cobb, James Cox, Henry Crist, Richard Cutts, John 
Davenport, jun., Joseph Desha, William Ely, James 
Emott, John W. Eppes, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, jr., Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, Wil- 
liam Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. 
Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Edward St. Loe Liver- 
more, Robert LeRoy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Sam- 
uel McKee, William Milnor, Jeremiah Morrow, Thos. 
Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
John Porter, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Rich- 
ards, Erastus Root, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Dennis Smelt, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Rich- 
ard Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John 
Taylor, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Ja- 
bez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weak- 
ley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wil- 
son, and Robert Witherspoon. 


The further consideration of the resolution was 
then postponed till Monday next, ayes 71. 


CENSUS, &c. 


The House took up the amendments of the 
Senate to the census bill. The bill as it went 
from the House provides that the enumeration 
shall commence in August next, and the returns 
shall be made within nine months thereafter. 
One of the Senate’s amendments is to make it 
commence in June and be concluded in five 
months. This amendment was after debate disa- 
greed to, and the other amendments by the Sen- 
ate agreed to. 

The House referred the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill to prevent the issuing of sea- 
letters, except to certain vessels, to the Commit- 
tee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the bill 
for regulating the Post Office Establishment ; and, 
after some discussion of amendments proposed to 
it, adjourned. 





Wepnespay, March 14. 


Mr. Houvanp, from the committee appointed |. 


on the twenty-fifth of January last on the petition 
of Return J. Meigs, jun., and others, presented a 
bill giving a further compensation to the witnesses 
and venire who attended the trial of Aaron Burr, 
before the circuit court of the United States for 
the district of Virginia, which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday next. 

Ordered, That the letter and report received 
yetentey from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom is committed the bill for the re- 
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Navs—Lemuel J. Alston, Burwell Bassett, Daniel | lief of the Collectors of Philadelphia and Nor. 


folk. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill reg- 
ulating the Post Office Department; and the 
question depending and undetermined at the time 
of adjournment yesterday, to strike out the thirty- 
ninth section of the bill, was again stated, and the 
same being taken, it was determined in the nega- 
tive. 

The bill was then further amended, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate insist on their amendments to the 
bill, entitled “An act to provide for the third cen- 
sus, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States,” which have been disagreed to hy 
this House; and ask a conference upon the sub- 
ject-matter thereof. 

Mr. Jounson, from the same committee, also 
presented a bill for the relief of John Thompson, 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Friday next. 


POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Sranrorp said that as he intended, when 
the post office bill came under consideration, to 
move to discontinue the express mail to New 
Orleans, Athens, Georgia, or at least a part of it, 
he wished to obtain an account of the expense of 
it, which wasenormous. He believed it had cost 
more than $100,000 since its establishment, and 
the proceeds from it had been little or nothing in 
comparison. 

Mr. Sranrorp then moved the following reso- 
lution: : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
tu report to this House the annual amount of expendi- 
ture incurred by the General Post Office, in conveying 
the mails from this city, by Athens, in Georgia, to New 
Orleans, with the proceeds of the same, from the estab- 
lishment of that route to the present time ; distinguish- 
ing the amount incurred from this to the Coweta towns, 
from the remainder of the route. 

Mr. Lyon moved to add to the end thereof 
the following: “And, also, what is the probable 
amount of the postage of letters carried on that 
route, and the time saved in the carriage of let- 
ters thereon.” 

The motions, after some conversation between 
Messrs. Suerrey, Taytor, Ruea of Tennessee, 
Taytor, Stanrorp, Lyon, W. Astron, Biss, 
and Ciay, were agreed to. 


CLAIM OF MOSES YOUNG. 


Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill fur the relief of Moses Young, 
which was read twice and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Friday next. 

Mr. Jounson, from the same committee, also 
made a detailed report of facts relating to the 
case of the said Moses Young, which was com- 
mitted to the same Committee of the Whole. The 
report is as follows: 

That the petitioner was engaged by Henry Laurens, 
Esq., as secretary of his embassy to Holland, at a sal- 
ary of £500 sterling, as authorized by a resolution of 
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Congress; that he embarked with Mr. Laurens on the 
said mission, was captured by the British, carried to 
England, and imprisoned; effected his escape to 
France, where he aided in the execution of the public 
business in Dr. Franklin’s office; and, upon the en- 
largement of Mr. Laurens, in April, 1782, joined him 
in London, and served as his secretary, and with Dr. 
Franklin, until the 9th of July, 1782, at which period 
the objects of the mission of Mr. Laurens having, in 
consequence of his capture and detention in England, 
been intrusted to Mr. Adams, the petitioner, with a 
view to save expense to the United States, with the 
approbation of Mr. Laurens, discontinued his services 
as secretary. In consequence of the failure in the 
mission of Mr. Laurens, in the object to which it was 
directed, that gentleman expressed a determination not 
to receive from Congress his salary as Minister, and 
advised the petitioner to accept the one-half the salary 
to which he was entitled as secretary ; to which recom- 
mendation the petitioner acceded ; transmitted his ac- 
count for services from the 18th of October, 1779, up 
to the 5th of February, 1782, (when his services were 
first accepted by Dr. Franklin,) at £250 sterling per 
annum, which account was so liquidated and settled at 
the Treasury of the United States, on the 21st August, 
1783, a reservation being made by Mr. Young, and by 
his agent, of his right to salary, from the said 5th of 
February, to the customary allowance for time and 
expenses of returning to the United States, and for 
interest. Mr. Laurens, however, having sustained 
losses by depreciation of Continental money, after- 
wards felt himself justified in receiving from the Gov- 
ernment the full amount of his salary; upon infor- 
mation of which fact, the petitioner, having been sub- 
jected to an adverse fortune, conceived himself enti- 
tled, without question of his patriotism, to ask of the 
United States, in their state of prosperity, the satis- 
faction of a debt, which, at the period of their difficul- 


* ties, he had declined exacting; and did, accordingly, 


on the 8d of May, 1787, present to the Accountant of 
the Treasury, a claim for the payment of the balance 
of his salary and the allowance of three months’ wages 
for time and expense of returning to the United States ; 
which claim was, by the Accountant, referred to the 
Board of Treasury on the 11th of August, 1788, and 
does not appear to have been by them acted upon. In 
December, 1792, Mr. Young presented a petition to 
Congress for the satisfaction of his claim, which was, 
by the House of Representatives, referred to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, who does not appear to have 
made a report. The petitioner having resided abroad 
nearly eleven years, as secretary to one of the Minis- 
ters at the Court of Spain, and as an American Con- 
sul at Madrid, the care of soliciting his claim has been 
intrusted to his agents in the United States, by whom 
it has several times since December, 1792, been brought 
before Congress, submitted to the investigation of the 
Secretary of State, and of committees of both Houses, 
and has obtained on each reference the confirmation of 
the Secretary and committees of the justice and merits 
of the claim. 


Your committee, taking into view the sacrifices, suf- 
ferings, and meritorious services of the petitioner, es- 
tablished by the certificate of the late Henry Laurens, 
Esq., and other respectable evidence; the patriotic 
consideration which prevented his claiming the whole 
salary due him; his subsequent disappointments and 
long-continued claim for settlement since May, 1787, 
are of opinion that his claim is just. It is a fact not 
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disputed, that the petitioner presented an abstract of 
his claim to the proper officers of the Treasury, on the 
3d of May, 1787, which is established by the docu- 
ments of the public offices, and the account itself, 
taken from the Treasury on the 12th of February, 
1805, by the petitioner, and now before the House with 
his petition. The presentation of the claim at that 
time prevented the resolve of Congress from barring 
the claim. The resolve was adopted on the 23d of 
July, 1787, in the following words, viz: “ Resolved, 
That all persons having unliquidated claims against 
the United States pertaining to the late commissary’s, 
quartermaster’s, hospital, clothier’s, or marine depart- 
ment, shall exhibit particular abstracts of such claims 
to the proper commissioner appointed to settle the ac- 
counts of those departments, within eight months from 
the date hereof; and all persons having other unliqui- 
dated claims against the United States, shall exhibit a 
particular abstract thereof to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury of the United States, within one year from 
the date hereof; and all accounts, not exhibited as 
aforesaid, shall be precluded from settlement or allow- 
ance.” From the foregoing circumstances, your com- 
mittee are of opinion that the said Moses Young has a 
just claim on the United States for the full amount of 
his salary, at the rate of £500 sterling per annum, from 
the 18th of October, 1779, to the 9th of October, 1782, 
ineluding the usual allowance of three months for re- 
turning to the United States; and that, after deducting 
the sum received from Dr. Franklin, and by his attor- 
ney, Joseph Nourse, the balance, with interest thereon, 
ought to be paid by the United States. 
The committee ask leave to report by bill. 


CLAIM FOR INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 


Mr. WiruerspPoon, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the fourteenth ultimo, on tie petition 
of Alexander Scott, made a report thereon, which 
was read, and referred to a Committee of the 
Whole on Friday next. The report is as fol- 
lows: 


That in the month of February, 1794, William 
Scott, James Pettigrew, and John Pettigrew, of South 
Carolina, left that State, with a view of establishing 
themselves in the present Mississippi Territory, and 
took with them twenty-one negro slaves, with goods 
and chattels to the value of more than one thousand 
dollars; that they proceeded in safety on their journey 
as far as the Muscle Shoals, on the river Tennessee, 
where they were attacked, about the 9th of June, 1794, 
by a party of Cherokee Indians, who put to death all 
the white people of the family, and took possession of 
and carried away the negroes and other property. It 
appears, also, to your committee, that repeated endeav- 
ors have been made, at very great expense, to recover 
the aforesaid property, without any other success than 
the recovery of a negro child; and that the persons 
legally entitled to the said property are forever fore- 
closed from any remedy by which to recover the same, 
in consequence of the stipulations of the ninth article 
of a treaty made with the Cherokee Indians on the 2d 
day of October, 1798, which article is in the following 
words: “It is mutually agreed between the parties 
that the horses stolen, and not returned within ninety 
days, shall be paid for at the rate of sixty dollars each. 
If stolen by a white man, citizen of the United States, 
the Indian proprietor shall be paid in cash; and if sto- 
len by an Indian from a citizen, to be deducted, as ex- 
pressed in the fourth article of the Treaty of Phila- 
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delphia. ‘This article shall have retrospect to the 
commencement of the first conferences at this place in 
the present year, and no further. And all animosities, 
aggressions, thefts, and plunderings, prior to that day, 
shall cease, and be no longer remembered or demanded 
on either side.” By the above recited article, the 
petitioners are wholly deprived of redress in the prem- 
ises. If there existed any tribunal of justice beicre 
whom the case could be brought, the right of the peti- 
tioners to the said negro slaves and their increase 
would doubtless be established. But there is no court 
within the United States having cognizance of an 
action for the recovery of property held within the In- 
dian boundary. Neither is it in the power of the peti- 
tioners to avail themselves of force or stratagem, where- 
by to regain possession of the aforesaid slaves and their 
increase, because they would be liable to punishment 
for a violation of the statute of the United States reg- 
ulating intercourse with the Indian tribes. From these 
premises, it appears to your committee that the petition- 
ers have an undoubted right to the above-mentioned 
slaves and their increase, and that they have been de- 
prived of all remedy for their recovery by the acts of 
the Government of the United States; that the volun- 
tary renunciation of their rights by the Government 
gives to the petitioners a fair claim on the Government 
for indemnification. Your committee, therefore, under 
an impression that the aforesaid slaves would be deliv- 
ered to the agent of the United States for Indian Af- 
fairs among the Cherokee Indians upon conditions 
more favorable to the United States than a full remu- 
neration of their value to the petitioners, respectfully 
submit the following resolution : ; 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner is rea- 
sonable, and that the President of the United States 
be authorized and requested to treat, by such commis- 
sioner as he shall appoint, for the delivery to the right- 
ful owners of the slaves and their increase taken from 
William Scott, James Pettigrew, and John Pettigrew, 
on or about the 9th of June, 1794, by a party of the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, at or near the Muscle 
Shoals, on the river Tennessee, upon such equitable 
conditions as to him shall appear just and reasonable. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill “providing the means to 
ascertain the title to the batture in front of the 
suburb of St. Mary, in the city of New Orleans.” 


[The bill provides that “it shall be lawful for the 
claimants or their legal representatives, to institute 
a suit or suits in the district court of the United 
States, for the Orleans district, according to the forms 
now used in the courts of said Territory, against 
the Attorney of the United States, for the said 
district, who shall be made defendant as the repre- 
sentative of the United States, for the express purpose 
of defending their title to the said batture, &c., and 
when the issue shall be joined or the pleadings made 
up and settled in the said district court, it shall be the 
duty of the judges of the said court, to designate by 
an order entered of record, as part of the proceedings 
in such case, some one of the circuit courts of the Uni- 
ted States, where, in his opinion, a fair and impartial 
trial can be had ; and which circuit court, so designated, 
is hereby authorized to proceed to final trial, both as 
to law and fact, in like manner as if such suit had 
been instituted in such court, and had arisen within its 
jurisdiction, but according to the forms used in the 
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courts of said Territory, and the laws in force there 


when the removal aforesaid took place. And a trans. 
cript of the record shall be furnished the plaintiffs, by 
the said district court, which being authenticated jn 
the usual form, and filed with the clerk of such circuit 
court, shall be sufficient authority for such court to 
proceed to final trial. And the judgment or decree of 
such circuit court may be reviewed and reversed or 
affirmed in the Supreme Court of the United States, on 
appeal or writ of error prosecuted by either party, 
within ——— after such judgment or decree shall have 
been finally rendered or pronounced in such circuit 
court, &c.] 

Mr. Biss moved to strike out the whole of the 
bill from the enacting clause, and to insert the 
following as an amendment: 

“That the interest in or title to the batture front. 
ing the suburb of St. Mary, in the city of New Or. 
leans, which may have vested in the United States by 
the treaty of cession between the United States ani 


France, concluded at Paris the 30th of April, 1803, be | 


transferred to and vested in the corporation of the city 
of New Orleans, so far as to enable said corporation to 
defend any suit or action which may be instituted for 
the recovery of the whole or any part of the said bat- 
ture, in any court having competent power and juris- 
diction to hear and determine the same; and if no suit 
or action shall be instituted and prosecuted to final 
judgment or decree within years, all individual 
claim, right or title to the said batture shall henceforth 
be forever barred. 

And be it further enacted, That the said batture shall 
be used and enjoyed as a public highway and landing 
place, as well by the citizens of the United States as the 
inhabitants of the city of New Orleans, who shall con- 
tinue to use and enjoy the right of digging and carry- 
ing earth from the said batture, for making and re- 
pairing public streets and levees and other purposes, 
which they were accustomed to use and enjoy under 
the late Spanish Government.” 


Mr. Suerrey called for a division of the ques- 
tion, so as to take it first on striking out. 

Mr. Biss said he felt no disposition to delay 
unnecessarily a conclusion of the subject, or to 
trespass on the patience of the Committee. [n- 
deed, said he, if my regard for the feelings of others 
could possibly ermit me from day to day to ai- 
dress an cocoate unwilling to hear, (of which un- 
fortunately for this body, and for the nation, we 
have too many examples,) I confess the respect | 
feel for myself would forbid it. But, sir, called 
upon to adopt a measure which innovates on the 
established usages of the country, sets a precedent 
the most dangerous and alarming, places the Gov- 
ernment under the control of intrigue, and, in my 
apprehension, sacrifices the sovereignty of the 
nation on the altar of inordinate speculation, | 
cannot, nor will I be silent. 

Pass this bill—pursue this extraordinary course 
of proceeding, and it becomes the entering wedge 
which is to enable a horde of speculators who in- 
fest the Capitol. and distract the nation, to tri- 
umph over the virtue of the country. And I do 
believe that the bill is supported by a portion ol 
this assembly with a view to that object. Yes, 
sir, it is the object of some gentlemen to establisli 
a precedent in favor of the Yazoo claimants, and 
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I wish it to be understood. Can those who are 


j willing on the present occasion to grant a privi- 
> lege to Mr. Livingston, unheard of in the history 


of this Government, refuse with any sort of con- 
sistency the same privilege to other intruders who 
have been removed from the public lands in the 
same way and under the same law? They cane 
not, nor is it their intention to do so. It is true, 
attempts have been made to distinguish the case 
of the petitioner from that of the Yazoo claimants 
who were removed from land in the Mississippi 
Territory ; but whatever difference there may be 
in the origin of their claims, none exists in the 


> treatment the individuals have received, nor can 


any reasons be urged for granting a hapa trial 
in the one case, which are not equally applicable 
to the other. But, sir, we are told that the case 
of the petitioner involves the very existence of 
our free Government—that he has been removed 
) from his property at the point of the bayonet— 
» and that if such an example shall be sanctioned 


| _ by the Representatives of the people, every man 
in the nation becomes a tenant at the will of the 


President, It is not my purpose to inquire why 
this case alone should produce so much excite- 
ment when the removal of hundreds in the same 
way has passed unnoticed; but I will show, in 
the course of my remarks, that all we have heard 
upon the subject is mere declamation, and that 
the fearful apprehensions which have been ex- 
» pressed by some gentlemen are perfectly unfound- 
ed. As to the appeals which have been made to 
the sympathies of the Committee, and the charge 
' which has been urged of wanton oppression on 


Sinton 


the part of the President towards this individual, 


_ they cannot reach my feelings. However much 
_ I may feel for the people of New Orleans, who 
have been disturbed in the use of the batture, 
_which they had been accustomed to enjoy ever 
_ since it existed, I have no sympathy for the dis- 
_ turber of their repose. While the Legislative and 
_ Executive departments of the Government have 
_ been using their best endeavors to conciliate the 
_ affections of those people, this man has not been 
_ less busy in creating discontent amongthem. He 
_ has been the evil genius of the Territory, and when 
gentlemen undertake to declaim against the con- 
duct of Mr. Jefferson, and in favor of his inno- 
cence, they should recollect the circumstances 
under which he removed to New Orleans. It is 
impossible that any man in his senses can believe 
Mr. Livingston has aequired a just claim toa 
property worth from half a million to one million 
of dollars, the value of which was as well known 
to others as to himself, when it is notorious that 
he is a bankrupt—a public defaulter toa very large 
amount. [Mr. Potnpexter called Mr. B. to order, 
Mr. B. replied, Sit down, sir, lam in order, you 
are not. The Caairman, according to the rule 
of the House, required Mr. B. to sit down, and 
Mr. P, to state in writing the words objected to, 
which were “it is notorious that the petitioner is 
a bankrupt.” Mr. B. had leave of the Chair to 
explain. He considered himself within the strict 
tule of order. His object was to show that the 
situation of the petitioner rendered it almost im- 
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possible that he could have acquired a fair claim 
to the property in question; that it must be a col- 
lusive speculation, and therefore that he was not 
entitled to the peculiar favor of the National Le- 
gislature. Indeed, said Mr. B., if Iam not mis- 
taken, he has acknowledged the fact in his peti- 
tion, for mentioning which I have been inter- 
rupted by the Delegate from the Mississippi 
Territory. The Cuarrman declared Mr. B. to be 
in order.] Mr. Biss then proceeded to state, that 
whatever claim Mr. Livingston had, might have 
been submitted to the Commissioners for the 
Orleans Territory, who were authorized to decide 
on Jand claims of every description ; and that, if 
hisclaim had been laid before them, he would not 
have been removed pending a decision upon it. 
The law, said he. which required his removal 
from the batture expressly provides that persons 
holding complete titles may, and the holders of 
incomplete titles shall file their claims, and in 
either case that they shall not be disturbed in their 
possession until the Commissioners shall have re- 
ported to Congress. Mr. Livingston was not con- 
tented with the same privileges which other 
claimants enjoyed—with the same tribunal, and 
the only tribunal to which others could appeal. 
But, sir, this House is called upon to legislate for 
his particular case: to grant him a peculiar and 
distinguished privilege which has never before 
been awarded to any man in this nation. And 
why? Because, having taken possession of the 
public property, and refusing to submit hisclaim 
to the Commissioners who had competent power 
and authority to hear and determine it, he has 
been removed according to law, at the point of 
the bayonet. He cannot plead ignorance of the 
law, and I repeat, that until June 1808, he might 
have filed his claim and had it decided before the 
same tribunal which decides on all other land 
claims in the Territory of Orleans; that if he had 
complied with the requisitions of the law, he 
would not have been removed ; that having failed 
to do so, he has acted in his own wrong, and his 
removal by military force has been the necessary 
consequence. 

But, sir, there is another aspect in which this 
subject presents itself, entitled to the mostattentive 
consideration of the Committee. Ifmy construce 
tion of the law for ascertaining and adjusting the 
titles and claims to land in the Territory of Or- 


claim, notwithstanding it has not been filed, is 
now pending before the Commissioners. That 
law, after enumerating many matters and things 
which the Commissioners shall have power to 
examine and determine, adds the power to “de- 
‘cide them in a summary way, according to jus- 
‘ tice and equity, on all claims filed with the re- 
‘ gister or recorder, in conformity with the provi- 
‘sions of this act, and on all complete French or 
|‘ Spanish grants, the evidence of which, though 
|‘ not thus filed, may be found of record on the 
‘ public records of such grants.” If the petition- 
| er has any color of title whatsoever it can be found 
of record, and therefore is fairly before the Com- 
missioners. That it was intended, Mr. Chairman, 
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they should have the power to decide on perfect 
titles whether filed or not, is evident from a sub- 
sequent provision of the law, which authorizes 
them not to consi'er a grant conclusive evidence 
of title, unless they are satisfied that such grant 
is neither antedated nor otherwise fraudulent. 
Now, if their authority to decide is limited to 
claims only which are filed, this provision is 
wholly nugatory, because no man holding an an- 
tedated or fraudulent grant would ever think of 
filing it. Ifthen they havethe power to examine 
and decide this case, it has become their indis- 
pensable duty to exercise it, They were appointed 
with the powers of a court, but exempted from 
the formalities of courts, for the purpose of detect- 
ing fraud and collusion, and of adjusting in a 
summary way all disputed claims to land within 
the Territory of Orleans. That this claim is dis- 
puted the Commissioners cannot now be ignorant, 
and unless they have been guilty of a dereliction 
of duty, it must at this moment either be de- 
cided or pending before them. This circumstance 
alone affords a sufficient objection to the passage 
of the bill before you, at least until the Commis- 
sioners shall have made their report to Congress. 
But, sir, there are other insuperable objections to 
the bill. While it is admitted that persons hold- 
ing perfect titles are not compelled to file them, 
no man can deny that according to law the claim 
of every holder of imperfect title which was not 
filed before June, 1808, is forfeited. Itis expressly 
enacted that the evidence of such claims shall 
never be admitted in any court of the United 
States. What is proposed to be done by this bill ? 
Why, sir, to renew whatever claim, right, or title, 
the petitioner may have had, and which by his 
own act hasbeen forfeited. Is there any evidence 
before the House of a continuity of perfect title 
to the property in question? There is none, and 
if gentlemen are determined to submit this case 
to a judicial decision, be it so; but do not adopt 
the provisions of this bill, which, instead of author- 
izing a trial on the merits of the claim as it now 
exists, renews rights which may have been for- 
feited. This would be an act of injustice to other 
claimants, and to the people of the United States, 
to which I trust a majority of this assembly will 
not consent, The amendment I have proposed 
submits the case to the ordinary judicial tribunal, 
without adding to, or taking from the validity of 
the claim, and places the petitioner precisely on 
the ground he would occupy, if the dispute were 
between him and any individual in the Orleans 
Territory. Does justice demand that more should 
be done? Certainly not. The people of the 
United States are one party, Mr. Livingston the 
other party, and if the people of the United States 
consent to grant him a trial before the same tri- 
bunal which would decide between individuals, 
I ask you, sir, whether in common justice he can 
claim any more? To grant him any advantage 
he could not otherwise enjoy, because the United 
States happen to be a party in the case, would be 
assuming the principle that less is due to the peo- 
ple in thei: aggregate capacity than to an indi- 
vidual, The truth is, that Congress alone have 
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the right to decide on the claims of the nation, 
and if they delegate the power to determine in 
this case to any court whatsoever, it is an act of 
special favor to the petitioner. Sir, if the ordi- 
Aary course were pursued on the present occasion, 
we should examine the merits of his claim and 
decide upon it by resolving “that the prayer of 
the petitioner is reasonable and ought to be grant- 
ed,” or “unreasonable and ought not to be grant- 
ed,” and there would be an end to the question. 
When gentlemen undertake to assert that it is 
not within the province of Congress to decide 
claims of this description, they surely forget that 
Congress alone have decided all such claims from 
the commencement of the Government, and that 
no other department has the power to decide 
them. But the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Suerrey) tells you that by the Constitution the 
judicial power extends to all controversies to 
which the United States are a party, whether in 
the capacity of plaintiff or defendant. This is 
the first time, sir, 1 ever heard the opinion ad- 
vanced that the United States are suable. Per- 
mit me to ask the gentleman from Virginia, if the 
United States are suable, why Mr. Livingston has 
not commenced his action against them? And 
if Congress are not competent to decide his claim, 
why his petition has been presented to this House? 
[Mr. Suerrey explained.| Mr. B. said if the gen- 
tleman abandons the ground of the suability of the 
Government, I shall say nothing more upon the 
subject. But. sir, such a doctrine is perfectly in- 
compatible with every idea of sovereignty, and 
never has been sanctioned in any country. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the great difficulties and 
differences which have arisen in the present de- 
bate are the consequence of confounding the rights 
of the States which compose this Union, with the 
rights of the Territories. Gentlemen have said, 
that according to the Constitution, no man can 
be deprived of his land without a trial by jury, 
and therefore, the removal of the petitioner from 
the batture without such a trial was illegal and 
unconstitutional. I admit the correctness of this 
dvetrine in its application to the States, but | 
deny it in relation to the Territories. The Coo- 
stitution is a compact between the States—the 
ordinance of 1787 is the compact between the Ter- 
ritories and the United States, and is to the Ter- 
ritories what the Constitution is to the States. 
Political and civil rights are guarantied by the 
Constitution to the people of the States, which 
are withheld from the citizens of the Territories. 
And, sir, the gentleman from Virginia has yielded 
this ground upon the present occasion, if I have 
not mistaken the tenor of his resolution. As I 
understand it, he proposes to appoint Commis: 
sioners to decide the dispute between the United 
States and the petitioner, whose decision shall be 
final and conclusive. Now. I ask him, and the 
Committee, where is the trial by jury ? Suppose 
the property in dispute were within the limits of 
a State and had not been expressly ceded by the 
State to the General Government, would not 4 
proposition to determine on the claim of any !1- 
dividual to such property without a regular ju- 
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dicial trial be obviously unconstitutional? Cer- 
tainly, sir. And yet, until the present moment, 
the right of Congress to determine by commis- 
sioners all land claims in the Territories never has 
been questioned. It has been the uniform course 
of proceeding ever since the commencement of 
the Government. I could enumerate many in- 
stances in which rights are expressly granted to 
citizens of the States by the Constitution, which 
both the Constitution and the ordinance deny to 
citizens of the Territories ; but it is unnecessary. 
Congress have kingly—absolute powers over the 
Territories, and if the petitioner could not be con- 
tented with the enjoyment of perfect liberty in 
the States—if he voluntarily removed to the Ter- 
ritory of Orleans, it was his own act, and he can- 
not reasonably claim an exemption from such re- 
strictions as are imposed on others. The ordi- 
nance vests the right in Congress to make any 
regulations they may find necessary for securing 
the title of the nation to its soil in the Territo- 
ries. 

The Constitution declares that Congress shall 
have power to make all needful rules and regu- 
lations respecting the territory or other public 
property of the United States. Here is a grant 
of power limited only by the discretion of Con- 
gress—this is the constitutional authority for the 
law under which Mr. Livingston was removed 
from the batture, and which some gentlemen have 
denounced as unconstitutional. That law was 
deemed a needful rule and regulation by those to 
whom alone the right of judging was delegated 
by the Constitution; it has not been repealed, 
and there is no legitimate authority on earth that 
can make it unconstitutional by any act whatso- 
ever. Sir, it is a needful rule and regulation, be- 
cause it is indispensable to the security of the 
national property—without it the public lands 
would be at the mercy of every speculator in the 
country. Repeal this law—divest yourselves of 
the power to remove intruders from the publie 
domain, except by a course of judicial proceed- 
ings, and 1 venture to assert they never can be 
removed. No man does, or can believe, that a 
jury of intruders would dispossess themselves. 

ut, say gentlemen, this law, if Constitutional, 
was intended to operate only in the Mississippi 
Territory against the Yazoo claimants. An ex- 
amination of the law will show the fallacy of 
this argument. Among the offences enumerated 
in the first section, against which the law is in- 
tended to provide, will be found that of making 
“a settlement on, or taking possession of, any 
lands ceded to the United States by a foreign 
nation, or by a State,” &c. Now, sir, what cession 
had been made to the United States by a foreign 
nation when this act was passed? The cession 
of Louisiana; and unless the law is considered ap- 
plicable to that Territory, this provision is wholly 
nugatory and absurd. But if any doubt remains 
on this point it will be completely removed by 
referring to a negative provision contained in the 
last section : 

“ Provided, That nothing in this section shall be con- 
Strued to apply to any person claiming lands in the 
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Territory of Orleans or Louisiana, whose claim shall 
have been filed with the proper commissioners.” 

I ask the Committee whether, according to any 
rule of construction the particular exception of 
claims which are filed. does not subject those 
which are not filed to the operation of the law? 
It certainly does, sir. And this provision proves 
more—it establishes the fact that the petitioner 
might have prevented the necessity for his re- 
moval by military force—would have put it out 
of the power of the President to remove him, if 
he had filed his claim. But we are told that Mr. 
Livingston has been removed by military foree 
from property in the possession of which he had 
been placed by a judicjal decision, and therefore 
his removal was illegal and unconstitutional. 
What judicial decision? Has any court under- 
taken to decide on the right of the United States 
to the batture? No, sir; and although we hear 
much of a judicial decision, none of the advocates 
of this bill have ventured to assert that any court 
had decided the claim of the United States. Why 
have they not done so? Because there has been 
no such decision, and if there had, to pass this bill 
would be not only unnecessary, but absurd. 

The truth is, that the court of Orleans deter- 
mined the controversy between the petitioner and 
the corporation only, and expressly forbore to de- 
cide on the claims of others. It cannot, and I 
presume it will not be contended, that the right 
of the United States has been wrested from them 
by the determination of a controversy to which 
they were nota party. If the decision of a ques- 
tion of title between two individuals is to be con- 
clusive against the right of the United States, the 
whole of the public lands are completely at the 
mercy of every speculator in the country. If 
such a doctrine should be sanctioned by this House, 
and I were a Yazoo claimant, (which God forbid 
I ever should be!) although no lawyer, I could de- 
vise ways and means to defraud the nation of all 
its domain in the Mississippi Territory. The 
Yazoo claimants will have nothing more todo to 
prevail against the Government, but to institute 
sham or collusive actions among each other, and 
in whatever way they might be decided, would 
be perfectly immaterial, if such a trial is to bar 
the claim of the United States. Sir, the right of 
the United States to the batture, stands precisely 
as it did before the judical decision, of which so 
much has been said ; and I will show that the 
removal of Mr. Livingston was as fully author- 
ized and required by law, as if there had been no 
such decision. The law under which he was re- 
moved provides that persons taking possession of, 
or making settlements on, the public lands, “until 
authorized by law,” shall be removed, &c. This 
is the provision, on which gentlemen have relied, 
to prove that the petitioner was exempted from 
the operation of the law, and that the President, 
in removing him, acted illegally and oppressively. 
If sir, they had examined this subject with any 
sort of attention, they would have been convinced 
without any observations of mine, that this ground, 
although apparently strong. cannot be maintained. 
I will not trouble the Committee with reading the 
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law, but if any gentleman will examine it, he will 
find the meaning of this expression fully and 
unequivocally explained. It is, that all persons 
taking possession of or making settlementson lands 
shall be removed, “ which lands had not been 
* previously sold, ceded, or leased by the United 
‘ States, or the claim to which lands had not been 
‘ previously recognised and confirmed by the Uni- 
‘ted States.” Has the batture been sold, ceded 
or leased by the United States, or has the claim 
of the petitioner been recognised and confirmed 
by the United States? No, sir. Then I repeat 
that Mr. Livingston was not “ authorized by law” 
to take possession of the batture, adverse to the 
pee of the United States, and that he has 
een removed legally and constitutionally. 

But, Mr. Chairman, we have heard a great 
deal of declamation on this subject. Gentlemen 
haveroundly asserted, thatif this example receives 
the sanction of Congress, any man in the nation 
may be removed without a hearing from his house 
and his lands, at the point of the bayonet. This 
is not, norcanit betrue. The law which author- 
ized the removal of Mr. Livingston is limited in 
its operation, by its own provisions, to territory 
“ceded to the United States by a foreign nation 
or a State,” and consequently does not and cannot 
affect the rights of the citizen which are guaran- 
tied by the Constitution. 

Much has also been said about the petition of 
right in England, to which every subject is en- 
titled, when he considers himself aggrieved by the 
King or his Ministers. Why, sir, no case anal- 
ogous to this can happen in England, because all 
the lands have been granted time immemorial. 
The cases to which gentlemen have alluded, are 
altogether of a different character, and entirely 
opposite in their nature. In consequence of cer- 
tain offences, and in some other events, the King 
in his individual capacity becomes entitled to the 
property of a subject, but he is not permitted to 
judge when the circumstances have occurred, 
without which he has noclaim whatsoever. And 
why is he not permitted to judge? Because, be- 
ing himself perfectly irresponsible, beyond the 
control of the people and of the law, he would 
have the strongest temptation to invade the right 
of private property and the liberty of the subject. 
But what has that to do with the present case? 

Sir, the principle on which is founded the right 
of removing intruders from the public lands, has 
been recognised by every civilized nation on earth. 
It is the principle, that the sovereignty of the 
country cannot be divested of the legal possession 
of the public domain, except by its own consent. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the course prescribed by 
the amendment I have proposed, is analogous to 
that which is taken in England on a petition of 
right. I propose to constitute the corporation of 
New Orleans a party in behalf of the United 
States, for the purpose of determining the ques- 
tion before a judicial tribunal, having competent 
power and authority to decide, whether the pe- 
titioner has or has not been aggrieved. I place 
the claim of the petitioner precisely on the ground 
it would occupy, and before the same court which 
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would decide, if the United States were nota party; 
if the dispute were between him and another in- 
habitant of the Orleans Territory. 

The amendment takes the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings; the bill is extraordinary, 
and highly objectionable in many points of view. 
What does it oy vr to do? Toconstitute the 
Attorney of the United States for the district of 
Orleans the Representative of the United States, 
against whom Mr. Livingston may institute an 
action for the batture, in the district court of Or- 
leans; and when the issue shall be joined or the 
pleadings made up in that court, the subject is to 
be transferred to some circuit court to be desig- 
nated by the district judge, when a trial shal! be 
had; and from thence an appeal is permitted to 
the Supreme Court. Sir, this in its commence- 
ment is the most extraordinary course of proceed- 
ing that ever was heard of, in its progress the 
most novel, and in its conclusion the most dan- 
gerous. I lay it down asa correct principle, that 
no privilege ought to be granted tothe petitioner, 
which may not with safety be extended to other 
landclaimants. What would be the consequence 
of allowing an appeal to the Supreme Court to 
persons generally, claiming lands in the Territo- 
ries? Why, sir, it would be to give a complete 
ascendency to the rich speculator over the honest 
planter, unable to prosecute his right before the 
Supreme Court; and you had as well confiscate 
the property of every poor man in the country. 

The bill so provides, that if the attorney for the 
United States shall fail to appear and answer to 
the suit, the district court of Arco may render 
judgment by default against the United States. 
Thus, the right of this nation to a property worth 
from half a million to one million of dollars, is to 
depend on the appearance of a district attorney. 
Sir, many and weighty considerations, which it 
is unnecessary to enumerate, forbid the passage 
of a bill pentane sO monstrous a provision as 
this, It is impossible that the National Legisla- 
ture, the guardian of the rights of the people, can 
wantonly sacrifice them in this way. 

But, it is objected to the amendment, that a fair 
and impartial trial cannot be had in Orleans, be- 
fore that tribunal which hears and determines all 
other controversies in the Territory. Then, sir, 
the ordinary course of judicial proceeding is to be 
changed for a particular case, because some gen- 
tlemen distrust the ordinary judicial tribunal! 
Why, sir, | could say that I have no confidence 
in the Supreme Court, and therefore they ought 
not to decide this case ; but such reasoning would 
not be entitled to the consideration of this Assem- 
bly. If acourt cannot be trusted, it should be put 
down ; but it never can be proper for the Legis- 
lative department to remove a case from the ordi- 
nary judicial tribunal, because certain gentlemen 
express a want of confidence in its disposition to 
render justice. Whenever such a state of things 
shall arrive, that one department is directed in its 
proceedings by distrust towards the other depart- 
ments, there isan end of the Government. I there- 
fore conceive it wauld be a most dangerous pre- 
cedent to take the decision of this case from the 
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Territorial court for the reasons assigned, and a 
most unjust and — denunciation of the 
people of Orleans. The petitioner cannot rea- 
sonably ask to be placed in a better situation than 
if the controversy were between him and a citi- 
zen of Orleans; and I repeat that he is placed in 
that situation by the amendment before you. A 
gentleman from Virginia, however, was opposed 
to the amendment, because it proposed to give the 
claim of the United States to the batture to the 
Corporation of New Orleans, who might contend 
at law with the petitioner. He considered it an 
act of maintenance. I am sure, sir, the gentle- 
man’s reflection upon the subject has convinced 
him of his error. There is not a single feature 
of maintenance in the proposition, nor is the right 
of the United States to the property in question 
ceded to the Corporation. What is proposed by 
theamendment? A parcel of land is claimed by 
the United States and Mr. Livingston. The Uni- 
ted States are in possession, and he has no redress, 
except by petition to Congress. He has laid his 
claim before this House, and prays that it may be 
examined and decided by some existing judicial 
tribunal, or such tribunal as we may think proper 
to erect. Well, sir, the United States not being 
suable, I propose to constitute the Corporation of 
New Orleans a party in behalfof the United States, 
for the sole purpose of ascertaining to whom the 
property belongs. In the meantime, a usufructu- 
ary right is allowed to the inhabitants of Orleans, 
such as they have been accustomed to enjoy under 
the late Spanish Government. 

I have thus far, Mr. Chairman, considered the 
batture as land capable of individual ownership, 
and in that point of view, endeavored to satisfy 
the Committee that the bill ought not to pass ; 
and that, if it be proper to take any measure, the 
amendment should be received and adopted. 

But, sir, there is another aspect of this subject, 
which presents objections insuperable both to the 
bill and tothe amendment. If the controversy 
about the batture be nothing more than a ques- 
tion of title between the Pnited States and the 
petitioner to a parcel of land, capable of individ- 
ual ownership, it is clear to my mind that Con- 
gress may transfer the power of deciding it to any 
tribunal they please. If, however, the batture be 
a public highway, it belongs to the nation, in its 
sovereign capacity: it isa property of sovereignty, 
which Congrgss have no right to submit to the 
decision of any tribunal, nor the power to alien- 
ate in any way whatsoever. And, sir, it is the 
bounden and indispensable duty of this House, 
first, to decide the question whether it be property 
capable of alienation or not; for, the Representa- 
tives of the nation being the exclusive guardians 
of the inalienable rights of sovereignty, cannot 
transfer a right to decide upon them to any tribu- 
nal, other than the people whom they represent. 
I therefore wish it to be distinctly understood, that 
the amendment I have proposed does not give the 
subject that direction which in my opinion it 
ought to take. But perceiving, as I thought, a 
determination on the part of a majority of the 
House to grant the petitioner a judicial trial, I 
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have proposed that course which appeared to my 
appiidleeusion the least objectionable. Sir, I am 
satisfied that the batture cannot belong to any 
individual, and therefore that the removal of the 
petitioner was not only authorized by the act of 
1807, but required by the ordinance of 1787, and 
the treaty of cession between the United States 
and France. And, notwitistanding it has been 
said that Mr. Jefferson did not wish the claim of 
Mr. Livingston to be examined, it is not less true 
that he considered this land a shoal or elevation of 
the bottom of the river, still occasionally covered 
by its inundations. The Message to this House in 
which the removal of the petitioner was announced 
furnishes sufficient evidence that he considered it 
a part of the public highway. Now, by the ordi- 
nance—the compact between the United States 
and the Territories—it is expressly provided that 
the navigable waters, and carrying places between 
the same, shall be common highways, and forever 
free, without any tax, impost, or duty. Deelare 
Mr. Livingston owner of the batture, or permit a 
court to do so, and the compact is violated. He 
may tax every boat that arrives at New Orleans, 
to whatever amount he pleases. 

Mr. B. said he had intended to have submitted 
some other remarks upon the subject, but he felt 
himself unable to proceed any further. 

Mr. Suerrey replied to Mr. Biss. He depre- 
cated the continued alarm of Yazooism which 
was raised on every subject coming before the 
House, and was in the present case an ignis fatu- 
us to lead them to injustice. The first section 
of the amendment proposed made the Corpora- 
tion of New Orleans a party in a trial to take 
place in that city. The next section declared 
that the property should become a highway. 
This would certainly promote injustice, because, 
every citizen being interested in its becoming a 
public highway, it would be impossible that a 
jury composed of persons so interested could give 
an unbiassed verdict. Shelter yourself not under 
such subterfuges, said Mr. S. If you are not dis- 
posed to do justice, say so openly; do not sanc- 
tion such a mockery of justice as this would be. 
Mr. S. replied to various other observations of 
Mr. Bise. 

Mr. Poypras.—I rise, Mr. Chairman, to enter 
my solemn protest against any resolution, bill, or 
other measure, which can have the least tendency 
to violate the sacred right of the public to the 
property of the port of the suburb St. Mary, or that 
may in any way affect or disturb their use of it. 
Not only in my own name, not only in the name 
of those whom I immediately represent, do I en- 
ter this protest ; but in the name of the sovereign 
people of America, to whom it now belongs, and 
to whom it ever must belong, until wrested from 
them by the force of arms. Theirs is a legitimate 
and sovereign right, and by no other means short 
of force can it be severed from them. 

Sir, New Orleans is the great mart of a very 
extensive and important portion of America. Its 
interests and those of the upper country of the 
Ohio and Mississippi are closely connected, and 
must stand or fall together. We are, as it were, 
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the doorkeepers of their wealth, and we know 
the importance of our trust, and the necessity of 
preserving it inviolate. This is a truth with 
which our miods have ever been deeply .im- 
pressed, and as we have heretofore acted, so we 
shall continue to act in conformity to it. We 
are now confederated Americans. We have 
sworn to defend the sovereignty of America, 
wherever it extends, but Saas that part of 
it which is intrusted to our special care—that is, 
New Orleans. We are at all times ready to dis- 
charge that sacred duty. We will fight for, and 
rotect it against every external or internal foe. 
et this Government sanction our resistance, and 
let those invade it who dare. 

The honorable delegate from the Mississippi 
Territory has told us, in a very soft and per- 
suasive tone, that he had a resolution to offer to 
the consideration of this honorable House, very 
coneitiatory, indeed, and which he hoped would 
prove satisfactory to all parties, being calculated 
to insure an impartial and fair investigation of 
the titles of the invaders of the port of the suburb 
St. Mary. How has he fulfilled this promise, so 
engagingly announced in his soft sounding pre- 
amble ? By a resolution, sir, objectionable in 
every point of view ; the artful production of the 
combined exertions of practitioners profoundly 
skilled in all the tricks and windings of deceitful 
chicane. It is a master-piece of duplicity. Its 
style is natural and flowing, like the limapid 
water of a gentle stream. te language fasci- 
nating as a magic charm. “Impartial trial, 
prersieetoe of title,” &e. Who can oppose 
himself to propositions seemingly so just? [, sir, 
do, and will be joined by every one who knows 
that the language of a pleader is always calcu- 
lated to conceal his real intent. It is the artifi- 
cial blaze which dazzles the eye of the under- 
standing. It is the melodious but bewitching 
voice of the syrens, It is the smooth but perfi- 
dious current which dashes the unwary voyager 
against the rocks of Seylla, or plunges him into the 
whirlpool of Charybdis, It is the golden sheath 
which conceals the dagger ready to stab you. 

Before I proceed to inquire into the demerits of 
this odious resolution, I must express my aston- 
ishment at its having been introduced by the 
gentleman from the Mississippi Territory, be- 
cause I had myself taken the trouble of furnish- 
ing that gentleman with all the documents in 
the case, which, in my opinion, are more than 
sufficient to convince every one conversant with 
matters of litigation of this evident truth: that 
the port of a town never has been, nor ever can 
be the property of an individual, either by the 
law of nations, or the French or Spanish laws, 
and this is the only point in controversy. I, for 
one, and all the professional men, and the other 
learned men, and everybody, from the first to the 
last, in my country, and every impartial man in 
this country with whom I have any acquaint- 
ance, are perfectly satisfied on that head. If the 
gentleman understands this.case as we do, I can- 
not conceive the motives which could have in- 
duced him to offer the resolution which he did. 
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If he understands it differently from us, why, then, 
I can only say that his notions of right and wrong 
are totally different from ours, and he never shal| 
sit either as judge or juryman in my cause, if | 
can avoid it. 1 would not be understood to ques- 
tion the purity of the gentleman’s motives, in 
supporting, with all his ingenuity, the invaders 
of the port of our town, and, consequently, the 
invaders of the right of the sovereign people to 
the use of that port. LI only regret that he has 
left me no choice. My sacred duty as a delegate, 
as an American, constrains me to repel his delib- 
erate attack in the best manner my abilities ena. 
ble me. Sir, 1 am not a pleader, and cannot pre- 
tend to support an unjust cause. Such an under- 
taking requires great talents, assisted by learning 
and eloquence, to which I boast no pretensions, 
The causes which [ am able to defend must be 
like the present one, clear and self-evident. They 
must be such as stand securely on their own mer- 
its, requiring no other aid than a simple unadorn- 
ed exposition of the facts. Were I able to per. 
form this, in the present case, nothing more would 
be wanting. 

1 shall now proceed to the discussion of the 
odious resolution, which contains the principles 
of the bill now on your table. This principle is 
not only insulting to my country, but subversive 
of its undoubted right, which it enjoys in com- 
mon with all other societies, of having every suit 
originating within its jurisdiction decided accord- 
ing to the local laws, and in the ordinary way of 
judicial proceedings. If this be the opinion of 
the gentleman, with what propriety can he pro- 
pen to this honorable House to invest a court of 

is Territory with the tremendous power of de- 
ciding, in the first and last resort, without ap- 
peal, on the merits of English grants, intermin- 
gled with Spanish grants? I may have no right 
to offer my opinion on that subject ; but, so long 
as I live and perceive my judgment unimpaired, 
I shall give my opposition to the investing of any 
court with the power of deciding causes both in 
the first and last resort,especially where the judges 
are not subject to punishment for error. It isa 
tyrannical and unconstitutional power, at war 
with the whole genius of our Government—a 
power which the most despotic Monarch would 
not dare to arrogate to himself. Monarchs con: 
stitute themselves a court of equity and ultimate 
resort, for the purpose of revising the proceedings 
of those of inferior jurisdiction. Their immense 
power, which places them beyond the reach of 
bribery and other means of seduction, forms the 
strong hope of the injured, if he can be fortunate 
enough to reach the foot of the throne. Could 
any Monarch be base enough, in private cases, t0 
act unjusily in the administration of justice be- 
tween man and man? No, sir; his highest in- 
terest is to appear just in the eyes of his subjects. 
Does this lessen his power? No, sir; it is the 
most solid basis on ehieh power can rest. Jus- 
tice is the balsam which can heal the wounds 
even of despotism itself; it is the golden chaia 
which binds mankind. Injustice, on the contra- 
ry, is always offensive, and uniformly produces 
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revolt. Sir, to invest a court with power to de-| duty which they owe to themselves and to the 
cide cases, or even a particular case, both in the} sovereign people of America. No verdict would 
first and last resort, without appeal, is in contra- | be justifiable that was not against the usurpers of 
diction to the plainest rules of justice—against | the port of New Orleans. Any other verdict must 
the known principies of equity, reason, and com- | be the result either of imposition or perversity. 
mon sense. Such immense and tempting pow- Sir, I must take the liberty of coking the gen- 
ers ought not to be intrusted to men, subject | tleman for what would he bring his suit? Not 
to all the frailties of humanity. It would be| for the mist of the Mississippi. That is too light 
necessary, to inspire confidence in any man of | and unsubstantial to afford solid ground for ac- 
common sense, that angels should be the judges | tion; and, surely, the gentleman does not mean 
of such courts. What could you expect from a | to try whether the port of a French or Spanish 
tribunal so radically vicious in its constitution ?| town can become the property of an individual ; 
Nothing, surely, but the abuse of justice, which | nor can he question the sovereignty of the Ame- 
you have authorized them to trample under foot | rican people over that port, after the cession of 
with impunity. The present case presents a| Louisiana to the United States. This important 
lamentable instance of it; nor is it the only in-| truth has been so clearly ascertained, so fully de- 
stance which affords ground of censure. But | monstrated, by all the defenders of our cause, that 
what would it avail me to complain, when the | even the gentleman himself, with all his talents, 
port of my town, which has been the property of | will be unable to confute them. 
the public from time immemorial—when the} But, if the gentleman is so very anxious to 
sovereignty of the people on the “sea shore, the | have lawsuits, this dark transaction affords ground 
ports of towns, rivers, and their banks,” is not| for two very proper ones. The first is, respect- 
only audaciously contended for in the midst of | ing the new crime, unknown to us, called cham- 
the august assembly of the Representatives of the | perty, campi partitio. Where the land, or other 
sovereign people, but by a fatality which at once | thing sued for, is to be divided between the claim- 
afflicts and astonishes, the atrocious attempt is,| ant and the champestor, or person who under- 
in that assembly, countenanced and supported ?| takes, at his own risk and expense, to prosecute 
This“ is the unkindest cut of all!’ The conse-| the suit. But, in the present case, this crime of 
quences may be so dreadful that I fear even to | champerty is of a deeper dye than usual; for it is 
glance at them. So long as you suffer this cause | not land that they want to divide, but the bed of 
to exist, so long must the most baleful conse- | a river and the port of a town: things public and 
quences flow from it. sacred in their very nature, which never can, by 
Though the intentions of the author of this | our laws, become the property of an individual. 
measure may be perfectly good, it appears a little | The second good ground of inquiry would be, re- 
strange to me that he should propose, and that | specting the creation of titles in favor of a cham- 
seriously, too, the new, unheard of, round-about | pestor, in order that a sacred property might be 
carrying trade of pleadings, liable, as it would be, | wrested from the public, and vested in him. The 
to all the tricks, frauds, and impositions, of all | question would be, could any judge on earth have 
the common smugglers of justice. The gentle-| powers competent to commit such an outrage? 
man says his object is, that an impartial trial may | Could such title be considered as valid, or ought 
be obtained. Mr. Chairman, this is mere plead- | not rather the judge to fall under the animadver- 
ing. The object proposed can never be obtained | sion of law for misfeasance in office? If suits of 
in that way, because New Orleans is the only | this kind please the taste of the gentleman, I have 
lace in the Union where the proceeding ean be | no objection to his embarking in them. 
egally and properly instituted. They are the} But the gentleman proposes “a fair investiga- 
only people sufficiently acquainted with the civil | tion of titles.’ Nothing than this can be more 
law, and with the facts and circumstances of the | just and equitable, and the gentleman only com- 
case, to be able to give a just and legal verdict. | mits a small mistake in putting the cart before 
In any other part of the Union it is impossible | the horse. He should prove that such species of 
that this cause can be tried with any kind of pro-| title may possibly exist, before he proposes its 
priety, for, be the jurors ever so upright, and be | investigation. Should I require some wre 
they ever so well acquainted with the laws, cus-| to furnish me with an accurate geographical de- 
toms, and manners, of their own State, yet they | scription of the moon, he would tell me, “ you 
must necessarily be so ignorant of our laws, cus- | first bring the moon within my reach.” So an- 
toms, and manners, and of the facts and cireum- | swer I the gentleman; if he pretends that the 
stances of the case, that they would be liable to | property in the port of the suburb St. Mary is 
the greatest impositions of our artfal adversaries, | vested in an individual, he must first show that 
so highly interested in misleading them ; and they | the property of any French or Spanish town has 
would, | am confident, give the most unjust ver- | or can be so vested; but the reverse of this posi- 
dict, in the full persuasion that they were acting | tion has been so clearly elucidated and fully de- 
most conscientiously. The gentleman says, that | monstrated, that the gentleman, however great 
the people of Orleans have declared their opinion, | his learning and ingenuity may be, will hardly 
and their verdict would be against the petitioner. | undertake to establish the contrary. Sir. this, 
That is true, and will continue to be true, so long | again, is mere pleading. It is not the investiga- 
as they retain the right use of their understand- | tion, but the creation of titles that is intended by 
ing—so long as they shall remember the sacred | this measure. 
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A spurious monster, the mongrel offspring of 
injustice and chicane, has been introduced into 
my country by our usurpers, who endeavor to 
pawn it on us as the lovely child of truth and 
justice ; but we have, with horror, rejected this 
hideous imp, this illegitimate monster. Its fos- 
ter parents are now attempting to have him re- 
generated and legitimated, and for this purpose 
they pursue means which are new, circuitous, 
and dark ; but I ardently hope their schemes may 
once more prove abortive. 

Should the gentleman succeed in proving it 
possible for an individual to hold the right of 
property in the port of a French or Spanish town, 
there still remains an insuperable difficulty in his 
way, that will be the claim of the riparious own- 
ers. Ifthe port of that suburb does not belong to 
the public, it must belong to us. Our titles are 
ready for investigation, they are in your hands, 
they are legally proved and incontrovertible. Can 
Congress refrain from paying a just attention to 
the claims of the generous riparious owners, 
whose only aim is to secure to the public the use 
of that sacred and invaluable property, not only 
in its natural state, but, after having expended a 
very large sum, it may be a hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, before it can be completed and 
properly fitted for the general use. 

he gentleman proposes the Attorney of the 
United States for the district of Orleans asa prop- 
er representative of the Government in this case. 
It ought be recollected that, in this very case, the 
late attorney for that district refused to assert the 
rights of the United States; and what assurance 
can Congress have, that the present one will not 
act in the same manner? He is certainly at lib- 
erty todoso. Besides, it is a very extraordinary, 
if not an unwarrantable attempt, to make the 
sovereign suable in a matter of sovereignty. In 
matters of private property, it is a different case ; 
but now that the right of sovereignty in the sea- 
shore, the ports of towns, rivers, and their banks, 
isan inalienable right vested in the United States, 
the proposition to create a court to try whether 
or not that right be so vested in the United States, 
(who can, when they choose, possess themselves 
of it,) appears to me to be nonsensical. In my 
opinion, Congress itself has no power to try that 
right, and consequently cannot transfer such 
power to a court; therefore, the decision of such 
court could not be binding upon either the United 
States or upon us, who have taken an oath to 
support the sovereigaty at the hazard of our lives, 
as well as to protect our private property, which 
is implicated in it. 

If the gentleman thinks it his duty to engage 
in the defence of such a nefarious attempt, I feel 
myself equally bound as a delegate and an Ame- 
rican to oppose it. He has not reflected on the 
consequences that must flow from the adoption 
of such aresolution by Congress. Should it pass, 
it would create an illegal court, vested with a 
tyrannical power to sanction, if they please, the 
plundering of a private and public property, and 
whose decision should be binding upon us, not- 
withstanding the unanimous protestations of the 
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inhabitants of my country against such an act of 
tyranny. Can any gentleman in this House lay 
his band upon bis heart, and say that he hasa 
right to be unjust, and plunder us at will? If he 
rejects such an idea with horror, how can he 
consent to invest any-.court, or all the courts of 
the United States with the power of so maltreat- 
ing us, which they have the power to do with 
impunity if they choose, and with the example 
of a court before their eyes who have already 
done it? It is impossible he can so consent. 
Here I am confounded. The uproar excited 
in my breast is so violent that it robs me of the 
power of utterance! Must I say what I think? 
Perhaps that would be saying too much. Must 
I express my feeiings? I have not language ade- 
quate to convey them. Cruel position! tortur- 
ing disappointment! What is here my duty ? 
To support and maintain the sacred right of prop- 
erty, and the yet more sacred rights of the sov- 
ereign people. What is the object of my pursuit ? 
Justice. Are the pretensions of the claimants 
just and right? They are the evidence itself. 
ho are those claimants? My whole country, 
and every American who has the love of his 
country at heart. Justice is, then, my due, and 
no one has the right to deny it, without declaring 
himseif the enemy of his country. Where shall 
I look for it? Surely, to those who have the 
power, and whose most sacred duty it is to ren- 
der justice. I must then repair to Congress. 
Such were my impressions, and such are the 
weight of feeling and obligation that press upon 
me, that I sink beneath it. I have, however, dis- 
charged my duty in the best manner of which I 
am capable; and this, to myself, must ever prove 
a rich source of consolation. But, if I cannot 
succeed in my endeavors to avert the impending 
ruin, which hangs over the inhabitants of my 
country like the sword, suspended by a single hair, 
above the tyrant’s table; far from being able to 
derive the least comfort from all that has been 
done in support of their just cause, my constitu- 
ents will consider themselves as victims devoted 
to persecution, plunder, and tyranny. What will 
they say? What will they think # What will 
they feel? What will they do? Listen to the 
voice of your own consciences; consult the feel- 
ings of your own hearts, and the answer will 
promptly suggest itself. They will say, they will 
thiak, they will feel, they will act, just as you 
would do, if placed in their situation. They must 
say, “‘we are not treated as Americans. but as 
slaves; but what is worse, as tormented and plun- 
dered slaves. A despotic court has been im- 
posed upon by us, with an unwarrantable power 
to seize, ad libitum, if they choose, upon our pri- 
vate property and sacred rights, and even on those 
of the sovereign itself, with impunity, without 
any responsibility, without any control. The 
Executive has no power to put a stop to this ju- 
dicial piracy. Congress, who have left to us but 
a very small portion of those rights, privileges, 
and immunities, to which we were entitled by 
the treaty of cession—Congress, considered by us 
as the impregnable rampart of the small portion 
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of civil liberty left 
of that law, rendered that remainder of civil 
liberty a mere mockery, perfectly illusory and 
useless tous. Congress, by patronizing the usurp- 
ers of our country, have justified the nefarious 
attempt to seize upon the city port, and by sanc- 
tioning the means to effect this public robbery, 
they have not only jeopardized the property of 
our port, but the property of the whole country, 
which may at any time be invaded by the same 
means, to which this law gives full life and vi- 
gor.” I repeat it, that the property of the whole 
country may de invaded by the same means, and 
witha great deal more facility than in the present 
instance ; because this attempt to plunder from us 
our port, presents so clear a case, and has been 
so ably defended, that, if we fail to obtain justice, 
there will remain rio hope of obtaining it in any 
other case which may arise. It ought to be remem- 
bered that the measures now recommended pro- 
ceedfrom theadvocates of our plunderers,and they 
are, no doubt, believed to be such as are best cal- 
culated to secure their prey. 

Sir,our usurpers may find more difficulty in suc- 
ceeding in this audacious attempt than they seem 
at present to be aware of, notwithstanding their 
superior knowledge in superior warfare, which 
has suggested to them the very ingenious inven- 
tion of new formalities, which they now cry up as 
indispensable to the correct administration of 
justice. Persuaded, as I am, of the righteousness 
of my cause, I cannét consider those formalities 
as anything more than new snares, in which jus- 
tice may be entrapped—a mere trick, by which 
they mean to impose on the deluded defendants, 
the empty form for the real substance of justice. 
But, with all their endeavors, they cannot wrest 
from us the port of our own town by virtue of a 
new retroactive law, when it has been so long se- 
cured to us under the sanction of so many old 
and salutary laws, which are well understood 
among us, and which will doubtless be strongly 
and efficiently urged in supporting the justice of 
our cause. This undertaking, therefore, appears 
to me a desperate one, but, unhappily, it is too 
well calculated to make the defendants despair 
likewise. 

Mr. Chairman, I never in my life before heard 
any one plead, at least, I never before heard it in 
this honorable House; and now, unfortunately, 
it is against the justice of my cause. I feel more 
sorrow for it than I can express. Perhaps I do 
not well understand what pleading is, but it strikes 
me that a pleader is pretty much like a soldier, 
who fights for victory, leaving the justice of his 
cause wholly out of the question. If I am cor- 
rect in my opinion, pleading and legislation are 
two very different occupations or pursuits. The 
exalted station of the legislator imposes it upon 
him, as a sacred duty, to stifle every passion, to 
subdue every interest, but that of the public good. 
The path which he is bound to pursue, is traced 
to him by the eternal hands of justice and equity. 
He holds, like the Fates, the destinies of the peo- 
ple in his hands, The manners, the virtues, the 
patriotism, of the nation, take their tone from his 
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to us, have, by the enacting | laws. If he deviates from the only true rule 


of correct legislation, natural justice, and equity, 
all is lost. 
| Let us now, for a moment, suppose that this 
| bill, now on your table, may pass; in what a hor- 
e find ourselves! It is 
true, we should have thé comfort to have fellow- 
sufferers of high character and standing, the Ex- 
ecutive and Congress ; but would that satisfy us? 
No; the flagrant injustice would remain the 
same. Our laws, our liberty, our imprescriptible 
rights as men, our civil rights as citizens, the sa- 
cred right of property, and the inalienable sover- 
eign rights, will then have been violated and tram- 
pled under foot with impunity. Could we pos- 
sibly consent to the annihilation of all our rights ? 
Would not our duty as men, as citizens, as Ame- 
ricans, force us toa laudable resistance? Would 
we not be driven to our last shift, and obliged to 
appeal to your constituents, and apprize them, to 
their utter astonishment, of the abuse you had 
committed on the power they had intrusted to 
you, in patronizing the violation of all that they 
have been taught from their infancy to hold sa- 
cred, and to maintain, at the hazard of their 
lives? They would appoint other Representa- 
tives, and we, I entertain no doubt, should be 
righted. 

It is the immutable decree of God himself, that 
no man, or set of men, shall be unjust with impu- 
nity. The consequences of injustice are dread- 
ful and unavoidable. A people oppressed by ty- 
ranny are like the body when afilicted by sick- 
ness—a stranger to ease, and anxious to obtain it; 
every position is tried, until one less painful than 
the others is found that may suffer him to take a 
little rest ; so, the victim of tyranny is ever rest- 
less in search of relief from his oppression. I 
know of no other solid basis for a Government, 
even the most despotic, to rest upon but justice ; 
but certainly, on no other basis can the stupen- 
dous fabric of our confederation secureiy stand. 
Place it on any other, and it will be like a house 
erected on the sand—when the winds blow and 
the rains descend, it will be swept from its foun- 
dation. 

The Committee rose at three o’clock, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again—and the 
House adjourned. 


Tuurspay, March 15. 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to whom was referred 
the amendments of the Senate (which postpone 
the commencement of the bill to June 30,) to the 
bill to prevent the issuing of sea-letters except 
to certain vessels, reported an agreement to the 
same, With an amendment thereto, viz: “Provi- 
ded, nevertheless, that no sea-letter shall be issued 
to any vessel which shall not at this time be 
furnished with or entitled to a sea-letter, unless 
such vessel shall return to some port or place in 
the United States or territories thereof on or be- 
fore the said 30th day of June next.” 

The report of the Committee was concurred in. 
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Mr. Eppes reported a bill to amend an act 
entitled “An act to regulate and fix the com- 

nsation of clerks and to authorize the lay- 
ing out certain public roads.”—Twice read and 
committed. 

_Mr. Epres reported a@ill imposing additional 
duties upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported from any foreign port or place. 

{This bill is composed of five sections. 

The lst imposes an additional duty of per cent. 
ad valorem on all goods from foreign ports paying a 
duty ad valorem. 

he second imposes an additional duty of per 
cent. upon the duties now imposed on goods paying 
specific duties. 

The 3d imposes an addition of ten per cent to the 
several duties imposed by this act, on all goods im- 
ported in vessels not of the United States. 

The 4th prescribes the mode of collection. 

The 5th continues the law in force to the Ist day of 
April 1811, and no longer.} 


The bill was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of Tristram Hussey, which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday vext. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill concerning invalid pensioners. 

Mr. Jounson, from the same committee, pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of Margaret Lapsley. 

The House proceeded to consider the message 
from the Senate of yesterday, upon the subject- 
matter of the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act to provide for the third cen- 
sus, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth insist on their 
disagreement to the amendments aforesaid, agree 
to the conference asked by the Senate upon the 
subject-matter thereof, and appoint Mr. Fisx, Mr. 
Pirxin, and Mr. Macon, managers at the said 
conference on their part. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


Mr. Macon made the following report, which 
was ordered to be printed: 


“The conferees on the part of the two Houses on 
the disagreeeing votes on the bill ‘respecting com- 
mercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France, and for other purposes,’ have 
met, and those on the part of the House of Represen- 
tatives report, That they have met the conferees on 
the part of the Senate, and that they have not agreed 
on any modification of the bill, nor have either agreed 
to recede. 

“Phe conferees on the part of the Senate made a 
proposition to insert, in the room of the sections 
stricken out, the following: ‘Be it further enacted, 
that the President of the United States be and he here- 
by is authorized to employ the public armed vessels of 
the United States in convoying the merchant vessels 
of the United States, wholly owned by a citizen or 
citizens thereof, and laden with cargoes wholly the 
property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
and to issue instructions which shall be conformable to 
the laws and usages of nations, for the government of 
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the ships which may be eraployed in convoying such 
merchant vessels.’ To which the conferees on the 
part of the House disagreed. 

“The conferees on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives made the following proposition: To permit 
British merchant vessels to import into the United 
States British produce and manufactures, but not to 
export any article whatever: to permit French mer. 
chant vessels to import into the United States French 
produce and manufactures, but not to export any ar- 
ticle whatever, to retain the 10th and 13th sections; 
and to explain the 12th section, touching the penalties 
and forfeitures under the embargo act. To whom the 
conferees on the part of the Senate disagreed.” 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The order of the day on the bill respecting the 
batture being called for— 

Mr. Bassett moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till itonday next.—Neg- 
atived, 61 to 45, 

The motion, under consideration when the 
House yesterday adjourned, to strike out the 
whole of the bill, was warmly debated at consid- 
erable length; Messrs. Pornpextrer, Suerrey, 
Ross, and Boyp, opposing it, and Messrs Biss, 
Troup, Taytor, and Houvanp, supporting it. 

The motion was negatived, 57 to 51. 

After further progress the Committee rose, 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again; 
which was refused. The bill is now directly be- 
fore the House. 





Fripay, March 16. 


A motion was made by Mr. Fisk that the 
House do now adjourn, and the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the negative, 
yeas 5, nays 43, 

The bill presented yesterday concerning invalid 
pensioners was read twice, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 

The bill, also presented yesterday, for the relief 
of Margaret Lapsley was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on Friday 
next, 

Mr. McKim, from the committee appointed on 
the thirteenth instant, presented a bill to alter the 
times for holding the circuit court of the United 
States for the District of Maryland, which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Thursday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, made a report on the petition of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Baptist church at Salem 
meeting-house, in the Mississippi Territory. 

An engrossed bill regulating the Post Office Es- 
tablishment was read the third time, and ‘passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for altering the time for holding the District 
Court in Ohio;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Amey Dar- 
din. The bill was reported without amendment 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 
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MRS. HAMILTON’S CLAIM. 


The House resolved itself intoa Committee 
of the Whole, on the bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Hamilton. 

Messrs. Smitie, Root, W. Atstron, Bacon, 
Macon, Cuiay, and Boyp, opposed the bill, and 
Messrs. Jonnson, Suerrey, and Neson, support- 
ed it. 

The Committee rose about four o’clock and re- 
ported the bill. 

Mr. Macon, moved to amend the said bill by 
striking out the following words: “ five years full 
pay for the services of her said deceased husband 
as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Revolutionary 
war, which five years full pay is the commutation 
of his half pay for life;” for the purpose of in- 
serting, “whatever may be due to her for his ser- 
vices as an officer during the Revolutionary war.” 

Mr. Guo ison called for a division of the 
question. 


And the motion to strike out was negatived, 
yeas 57, nays 54, as follows: 

Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jun., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, James 
Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Craw- 
ford, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, Peterson Good- 
wyn, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, William Kennedy, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Alex- 
ander McKim, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Mat- 
thias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer 
Sage, Thos. Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Samuel 
Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, Charles 
Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nays—Burwell Bassett, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, John Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, 
William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, Howell Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, John 
Davenport, jr., William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan 
Fisk, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel ‘Heister, Benj. Howard, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard 
M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William Mil- 
nor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Roger Nelson, Thomas 
Newton, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timgthy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, John Ross, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis 
Smelt, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John T'aylor, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. 
Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, 
and James Wilson. 


Mr. W. Atsron moved to amend the bill by 
adding the following proviso: 


“ Provided, That it shall be made appear, to the sat- 
isfaction of the accounting officers of the Treasury De- 
partment, that the said Alexander Hamilton ever was 
entitled to half pay or commutation.” 
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The movers of these two amendments and 
Mr. Roor declared themselves hostile to the bill, 
even if the amendment was adopted, but con- 
tended that it would precisely limit the provision 
of the bill to the object which its advocates pro- 
fessed to have in view, viz: to relax the statute 
of limitations in favor of the claim, and to place 
it in the same situation as it would have been in 
if no such statute had ever been passed. 

These amendments were opposed by Messrs. 
Suerrey, Nevson, and Pirxin. It was said that 
the first would defeat the object of the bill, as the 

etitioner did not claim arrears of pay due to him, 
but half pay or commutation. The second amend- 
ment was objected to as referring to the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, the decision of a 
question already once solemnly decided by the 
House, viz: whether General Hamilton did serve 
to the end of the war ornot? There was, it was 
said, no calculations or examinations of vouchers 
necessary in this case, as the bill made a specific 
appropriation; and there was therefore no occa- 
sion to refer the settlement to the accounting 
officers of the Treasury. 


The question on Mr. Atstron’s amendment 
was decided in the negative—yeus 55, nays 56, as 
follows: 

Yras—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jun., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. 
Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew 
Clay, John Clopton, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, 
James Cox, William Crawford, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, 
David 8. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, 
Jacob Hufty, William Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, Robert Marion, Alexander McKim, Nicholas 
R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas 
Newbold, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Eb- 
enezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, Charles 
Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nars—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Howell 
Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., William 
Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hub- 
bard, Richard Jackson, jr., Richard M. Johnson, Wal- 
ter Jones, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Jo- 
seph Lewis, jun., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Vincent Matthews, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pear- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha 
R, Potter, Josiah Quincy, Jno. Randolph, Jno. Ross, Dan- 
iel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Stanley, James Stephen- 
son, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Tag- 
gart, John Taylor, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van 
Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 


And on motion, the House then adjourned 
about five o’clock. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Livermorg, that 
the House do now adjourn: and the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the negative 
—yeas 13, nays 51. 

he report made yesterday by the Committee 
on the Public Lands, on the petition of a com- 
mittee ae by the congregation of the Bap- 
tist church at Salem, in the Mississippi Territory, 
was read, and the resolution therein contained 
concurred in by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That five acres of land, including the 
— on which the Baptist meeting-house at 

alem, in the Mississippi Territory, is built, be re- 
served from sale, for the use of the Baptist society 
at that place. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
the said resolution; and that the Committee on 
the Public Lands do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

A Message from the President of the United 
States, received yesterday, was read, transmitting 
copies of a treaty with the Kickapoo. tribe of In- 
dians, for the extinguishment of their title to cer- 
tain lands within the Indiana Territory, involving 
conditions which require legislative provision.— 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled, “ An 
act for altering the time for holding the District 
Court of Ohio,” was read twice and ordered to 
be read the third time on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of altering or extend- 
ing the time of holding the Federal District 
Courts of North Carolina. 

Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Winn, Mr. Houvanp, Mr. 
Mi.uer, and Mr. Gray, were appointed a com- 
mittee, pursuant to the said resolution. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ruga of Tennes- 
see, that the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads have liberty to sit until twelve o’clock in 
each day hereafter, although the House be in ses- 
sion, until they be ready to report. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Van Horn 
to amend the said motion, by inserting after the 
words “Post Roads,” “and the Committee on the 
affairs of the District of Columbia:” And the 
question being taken thereon, it was determined 
in the negative. 

The question recurring on the original motion 
as proposed by Mr. Ruega, it was determined in 
the negative. 


AMEY DARDIN’S CLAIM. 

The bill for the relief of Amey Dardin was 
read a third time. 

Mr. Stanrorp moved to recommit the bill to 
obtain a more particular report on the claim than 
had been made. Motion negatived. 

The passage of the bill was opposed by Messrs. 
Macon, Bacon, Pickman, and Sranrorp, and 
advocated by Messrs. Guotson, Smitie, W. AL- 
STON, and SuHerrey. 

{It was opposed on three grounds—the main 
objection being that it opened the statute of limita- 
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tions; 2, that the claim ought not to be allowed, 
because the horse for which compensation was 
asked might have been reclaimed if the deceased 
Mr. Dardin had chosen to have received it; 3, 
that interest ought not to be allowed on the sum 
at which the horse was valued. 

The bill was passed—yeas 82, nays 24, as fol- 
lows: 

Yxas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Burwell Bassett, James Breckenridge, 
John Campbell, John C. Chamberlain, William Cham- 
berlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Richard Cutts, John 
Davenport, jun., Joseph Desha, William Ely, James 
Emott, John W. Eppes, William Findley, Jonathan 
Fisk, David 8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William 
Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, James 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, 
Richard M. Johnson, Philip B. Key, Herman Knicker- 
backer, Joseph Lewis, jr.. Edward St. Loe Livermore, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, John Love, Robert Marion, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel Mc- 
Kee, Alexander McKim, William Milnor, Thomas 
Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph Pear- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Peter B. Porter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Ross, Eben- 
ezer Sage, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shef- 
fey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John 
Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John Stan- 
ley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, 
Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, George M. Troup, Ja- 
bez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Richard 
Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Narys—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, James Cochran, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Jacob Hufty, William Kennedy, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Nicholas R. Moore, 
John Porter, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus 
Root, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer 
Seaver, and Charles Turner, jr. 


MRS. HAMILTON’S CLAIM. 


The consideration of the bill for the relief of 
Mrs. Hamilton was chilled for. 

Mr. Winn moved to adjourn. For it, 23. 

Mr. Root moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of it till Friday next. Negatived, 57 
to 43. 

Mr. Roor opposed the bill at length, and Mr. 
Fisk replied. 

The question “Shall the bill be engrossed for a 
third reading ?” was then taken and carrie@, by 
yeas and nays, as follow: 

Yxras — Burwell Bassett, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, John Campbell, John C, Chamberlain, 
William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, Howell Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, John Da- 
venport, jr., Wiiliam Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 
thaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin Howard, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Richard 
M. Johnson, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, John Love, Vincent Matthews, 
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Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William Mil- 
nor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 
S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph 
Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Randolph, John Ross, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Sam. Taggart, John Taylor, 
Uri Tracy, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archi- 
bald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban 
Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson.—54, 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Rebert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, James Cochran, James Cox, William 
Crawford, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Meshack 
Franklin, Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, Peterson 
Goodwyn, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, William Ken- 
nedy, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, 
Alexander McKim, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, 
Thomas Newbold, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel 
Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Sam- 
uel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, Charles 
Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon.—63 

On the question when the bill should be read 
a third time, Mr. Root named Friday and Mr. 
NELSON to-day. 

For Friday 44—For Monday 50. 

To-day was fixed as the day; and a motion 
was made by Mr. T. Moore to adjourn. Lost, 
63 to 50. 

The bill was read a third time and passed, 63 
to 53, the votes being precisely the same as those 
last taken, except that Mr. R. Brown was ab- 
sent on this vote. 


DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


On motion of Mr. Cray, the House resumed 
the consideration of the bill authorizing a de- 
tachment of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. Pirkin rose to propose an amendment to 
the bill, (relative to the mode of distributing arms 
to volunteers, ) and had made some progress in his 
remarks in support of it, when, at the instance of 
Mr. Livermore, he gave way for a motion to ad- 
journ, which was decided 43 to 33. 





Monpay, March 19. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate adhere to their amendments to the 
bill, entitled “ An act concerning the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great 
Britain and France, and for other purposes.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Livermore, that 
the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing the Postmaster General to contract 
for carrying a mail between Boston and Newburyport, 
in the State of Massachusetts, over the Newburyport 
turnpike road; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


A motion was made by Mr. Raga, of Tennessee, 
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that the said resolution do lie on the table; and 
the question being taken thereon, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The question was then taken to agree to the 
resolution. and determined in the affirmative. 

The bili sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act for altering the time of holding the District 
Court of Ohio.” was read the third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. McKee called for the consideration of his 
resolution, relative to adjournment, of the 2d of 
April. 

Mr. StTanctey moved to amend it by striking 
out “the 2d of Aprii,” and inserting * the third 
Monday in April.”—The motion was lost. 

Mr. W. Aston moved to refer the resolution 
to a committee to be appointed by this House, to 
join with such committee as should be appointed 
by the Senate, for the purpose of inquiring and re- 
porting what business was necessary to be done 
previous to adjournment, and also at what day 
Congress would, in their opinion, be prepared to 
adjourn. 

[This motion was supported by several gen- 
tlemen, on the ground that it was the ordinary 
course of proceeding,and would be but respectful to 
the Senate, as it was the only means of knowing 
what business that body had before it. Ifa dif- 
ferent course was pursued, the two Houses hav- 
ing different business in view, might each em- 
barrass the other’s proceedings. 

It was opposed on the ground that such a 
course would only produce delay. Mr. Smiuie 
and others were for adjourning at the earliest 
possible day. It was admitted that the course 
proposed was usual, but it was sai that the re- 
port of the joint committee formed no guide for 
the conduct of the House, who as often departed 
from as adhered to its recommendations. * If the 
day expressed in the resolution did not coincide 
with the ideas of the Senate, it was at their op- 
tion to amend it. ] 

The question was taken on referring the reso- 
lution to a joint committee, and carried, 75 to 32. 

Messrs, W. Atston, Pitkin, Finney, Sours- 
ARD, and Raga of Tennessee, were appointed a 
committee on the part of this House. 


DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


The House again resumed the consideration 
of the bill authorizing a detachment of the mili- 
tia of the United States. 

Mr. Pirktn rose to offer an amendment to this 
bill, with a view to make it conformable with the 
course heretofore pursued by Congress, and which 
he hoped never to see departed from. He pro- 
posed to strike out the fifth section of the bill, 
which regulates the mode in which arms shall be 
distributed to the different places of deposite, 
with a view to the insertion of a substitute. The 
act passed in 1808, for arming the whole body of 
the militia of the United States, provided that all 
the arms procured under it should be transmitted 
to the several States and Territories, in propor- 
tion to the number of effective militia in such 
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States and Territories, to be distributed accord- 
ing to such rules and regulations as their respect- 
ive Legislatures should provide. This, Mr. P. 
said, had been done, because in some States where 
the militia were already armed, it might be deémed 
better to keep the arms in arsenals than to dis- 
tribute them to individuals. If the situation of 
the country was such thata detachment of mili- 
tia was necessary, either for offence or defence, 
and the arms were to be therefor taken out of 
the arsenais of the United States, they ought to 
be distributed on the principle of the former law. 
As the bill stood at present, all the arms of the 
country might be taken out of the arsenals to 
furnish those with the arms who might merely 
volunteer for the purpose of obtaining them. 
Those of the militia who had complied with the 
laws, and purchased their own arms at an ex- 
pense of fifteen or twenty dollars each or more, 
might be taxed to pay for the arms of those who 
had not complied with the law. If any onething 
could rouse the indignation of those who had 
furnished themselves with arms, it would be thus 
to tax them to purchase arms for those who had 
neglected their duty. 

he acts of the United States, and of the sev- 
eral States, he said, had been predicated upon the 
principle that every freeman shall furnish him- 
self with arms; and it was a principle which 
ought not to be departed from in any country 
whatever. The man who purchased his own 
arms would feel proud of them, and when called 
upon for his country’s service, would use them 
with spirit. He wished it inculcated on the mind 
of every man in the country that when he ar- 
rived at a certain age he was to purchase his own 
musket, and not be dependant on the Govern- 
ment for it. If a contrary principle were to be 
established at this time of day, in what manner, 
he asked, would it operate? In some of the 
States, much the largest proportion oa all) 
of the militia had been in the habit of furnishing 
themselves with arms. Where that was the case, 
they did not want arms. If they were taxed for 
the arms for the people of other States, it would 
be encouraging a violation of the laws, and offer- 
ing a peer for neglecting the ot of a citi- 
zen. e was, therefore, opposed to the bill on 
the ground of distributing arms, unless it went 
on the principle Congress had heretofore adopted 
on this subject. He wanted no invidious dis- 
tinctions, 

If these arms were to be given to the volun- 
teers because they were liable to be called into 
service, Mr. P. said he was also opposed to the 
bill on that ground. It was establishing a dan- 
gerous precedent. In the first place, said he, what 
is this bounty? You give a bounty to a man 
who shall thus enlist under the possibility (and 
mere possibility) of his being called out of the 
United States, and that only for nine months’ 
service, of the value of near twenty dollars. 
The bounty you give for an enlistment in the 
regular service for five years is but ten dollars. 
Is not this then unequal? It certainly is. But 
very few gentlemen would say that there was a 
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probability of these volunteers being called out 
at all. They would hardly suppose that any 
Administration would undertake to invade Can- 
ada with men engaged for nine months’ service 
only, and these taken from the militia of the 
country. These persons would merely have to 
encamp (in what manner he could not divine) 
ten days successively in each year for two years, 
during which days they were to receive pay and 
rations, and for this service, all that could be con- 
templated for them to perform, they were to re- 
ceive a bounty of near twenty dollars! He was 
opposed to so dangerous an amendment. If gep- 
tlemen were disposed to arm the militia, why did 
they take this roundabout way, and go to an ex- 
pense of nearly one million for pay and rations 
of 100,000 men for twenty days, in order to dis- 
tribate 100,000 stand of arms ? 

Mr. P. said that he for one did not believe, after 
these volunteers had been encamped ten days, 
that they would be any better fitted for service 
than by common militia duty. In the country 
from which he came, the citizens were subjected 
to as much militia duty in a year as he believed 
would be at least equally as advantageous as ten 
or twenty days’ encampment. It would be rather 
a scene of riot than anything else. He would 
not, therefore, give a bounty of twenty dollars 
for this purpose. He did not recollect any in- 
stance in which arms had been given to a people 
to become their own, except in the Revolution- 
ary war. By an act of Congress at the close of 
the war, those old soldiers who had fought brave- 
ly during an eight years war, were allowed to 
keep possession of their arms—the companions 
of their toil—and they deserved them well. 

There were various other objections, he said, 
to the details of the bill. In what way were the 
arms to be kept? The bill spoke of arsenals: 
100,000 stand of arms were to be taken from the 
arsenals of the United States, and placed at dif- 
fereat places—a greater number than the United 
States had in their possession fit for service. How 
were they to be kept for these two years? In 
arsenals. And how many of these arsenals 
were there to be? If the commandant of each 
State’s proportion thought proper to discipline 
the corps by companies, there must be as many 
arsenals as companies. There might be two 
thousand places of rendezvous, and at each of 
these places, by the bill, was to be an armorer at 
twenty dollars permonth. But suppose the corps 
was disciplined by battalions. There must be 
four or five hundred different places of deposite. 
For the purpose of arsenals, houses would have 
to be purchased or rented. No guards were 
spoken of for the arsenals. He should himsell 
be sorry to see the arms of the United States 
distributed throughout the country without pro- 
tection. They would be lost in all probability i0 
two years. These rents of houses wouid cost the 
United States a pretty item, and it would be 
placed in the power of an officer of militia to 
make contracts for the United States to the 
amount of many thousands of dollars. 

For the reasons he had stated, and which he 
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called upon gentlemen seriously to consider, Mr. 
P. said he was opposed to furnishing arms as pro- 
posed. The laws of Connecticut were rigid in 
respect to arming. If a person arriving at a 
certain age did not furnish himself with a mus- 
ket, the town from which he came was obliged 
to furnish him at the expense of that town ; and 
he asked, under such circumstances, would not 
gentlemen distribute the arms according to States, 
and not give them to individuals who had not 
considered themselves bound to obey the laws ? 
The States would then place the arms where 
they pleased, and there would be no expense to 
the United States for rents or armorers. 

Mr. P: concluded by moving to strike out the 
fifth section, and insert the following: 

«« And be tt further enacted, That within one month 
after a return of such detachment and volunteers shall 
be made to the Department of War, the Secretary of 
War shall cause to be transmitted to the several States 
and Territories of the United States, from the arsenals 
of the United States, thousand stands of arms; 
the number to be transmitted to each State and Terri- 
tory to be in proportion to the number of effective 
men therein, to be distributed to militia in each State 
and Territory, under such rules and regulations as 
shall be by law prescribed by the Legislatures thereof 
respectively, according to the act of the 23d of April, 
1808, entitled “An act making provision for arming 
and equipping the whole body of the militia of the 
United States.” 


Mr. Cuay said that the gentleman’s amend- 
ment went to defeat the bill, the object of which 
was toarm the militia volunteering, and not to 
arm them generally. As to arsenals, there would 
not be so many wanted as the gentleman sup- 
posed. There were perhaps fifty already estab- 
lished. At Harper’s Ferry there were 30,000 
stand of arms, he believed, without a guard. At 
Springfield, 50,000 in the same situation. At the 
places of deposite now in existence, no expense 
would be incurred, because no more than the or- 
dinary attendance would be necessary. By the 
gentleman’s amendment, arms would be bestowed 
where they were not wanted, and every gentle- 
man must see the propriety of rejecting the 
amendment. 

Mr. Dana said, that if gentlemen reporting a 
bill were to take it for granted that the bill they 
report is adapted precisely to the object they pro- 
fess to have in view; if it were to be taken as an 
agreed point that in the arrangement of bills com- 
mittees were infallible ; if all discussion is to be 
viewed as resulting from improper views, the 
observations of the gentleman from Virginia 
would be perfectly proper. But, Mr. D. said, that 
the chairman of the committee, (Mr. Cuay,) not- 
withstanding the magnitude of the committee, 
notwithstanding he commanded a platoon of 
nineteen members of the House, would not, he 
presumed, say that amendment might not be 
made to the bill. If that argument were valid, 
it would be useless to discuss the details of the 
bill. As he did not himself admit the correct- 
hess of this procedure; as it was an assumption 
bold in theory, and without the evidence of ex- 

Lith Con. 2d Sess.—50 
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perience to prove the fact of the infallibility of 
every committee appointed, Mr. D. said he thought 
it proper to examine whether the provisions of 
this bill corresponded with the standing regula- 
tions of the country. 

Mr. D. proceeded to discuss the amendment. 
If the bill at present proposed a mode of distri- 
buting arms different from that prescribed by for- 
mer laws, why should it not be amended as pro- 
posed ? Had the course heretofore pursued been 
found improper or ineffectual? One of the ar- 
guments in favor of the bill he had understood to 
be that it provided for dispersing the arms of the 
United States, and preserving them from decay. 
If the system of dispersing them already provi- 
ded was more systematic, more cheap, and more 
adapted to the purposes of defence than that con- 
tained in the bill, why attempt to scout that sys- 
tem of distribution to make way for this? It 
was too much to require the House to abandon 
their former course, merely because a committee 
had reported in favor of doing so. 

Mr. D. said that his reason for being in favor 
of the amendment was, that it was in pursuance 
of the system already in existence for arming the 
militia; that it came in aid of that system, ad- 
ding arms to the fund already provided for arm- 
ing the whole body of the militia of the United 
States, and accomplishing one great object of 
that law more efficiently and less expensively 
than the present bill. 

Mr. Anperson called for a division of the 
question. 

And the question was taken for striking out the 
fifth section, and decided in the negative—yeas 
40, nays 70, as follows : 

Yras—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, John 
Davenport, jun., William Ely, James Emott, Thomas 
R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, William 
Helms, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., 
Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Vincent Matthews, Wm. Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pit- 
kin, jrz Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Daniel Shef- 
fey, Jonn Stanley, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, 
Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Arch’d Van Horn, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 
Whitman, and James Wilson. 

Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, Da- 
vid S. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, James 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, 
Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Pleasant M. Miller, Nicholas R. Moore, Thos. Moore, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, 
Thomas Newton, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Mat- 
thias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John Ross, 
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Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis 
Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry 
Southard, Rich’d Stanford, John Taylor, John Thomp- 
son, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., 
Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. 
Mr. Dana said he had an amendment to pro- 
ose, to which he presumed there could be no ob- 
jection, except upon the supposition that there 
was so much perfection in the bill that it could 
not be amended. The bill proposed authorizing 
a detachment of militia, sk dis authorized the 
acceptance of volunteers, to whom on certain 
conditions arms were to be given. Mr. D. said 
entleman would recollect that in the accounts 
aid before Congress from the Department of War 
of the returns of militia under the two last requi- 
sitions, it appeared that from some States no re- 
turns had been received ; from some of the States 
mention was made of volunteers and detach- 
ments, and from some States, complaints were 
made of not having means for arming and equip- 
ping them. Gentlemen would see, he said, that, 
as respected detachments, arming and equipping 
them according to law, constituted the burden 
and inequality and oppressiveness of these requi- 
sitions. If it was merely a call for men in pro- 
portion to population, it might be fair; but when 
it was required to provide them with arms and | 
equipments, then the rule by which Congress lev- 
ied direct contribution was unequal. If the Uni- 
ted States were to furnish arms, this bill would | 
be liberated from one great objection which he | 
had to it formerly. As far forth as the militia 
were required to furnish equipments for the de- 
tachment, so far forth were they required to con- 
tribute property ; which contribution being une- 
qually levied, was so far not conformable to the 
spirit of the Constitution. To remedy this ine- 
quality he proposed that the militia detached, as | 
well as the volunteers, should be furnished with 
arms by the United States, for which purpose he 
eels the following section as an amendment to 
the bill: 


“ And that in case of a return of any detachment of 
militia from a State or Territory in pursuance of the 
first section of this act,"there shall be furnished by the 
United States a number of muskets and other accou- 
trements required by law equal to the whole number 
of non-commissioned officers and privates so detached, 
and the same shall be transmitted to such State or 
Territory for the use of the detachment when called 
into actual service, and eventually may he distributed | 
to the militia in the State or Territory, under such | 
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the | 
Legislature thereof, according to the act of the 23d of | 
April, 1808, entitled “An act making provision for 
arming and equipping the whole body of the militia of 
the United States.” 

Mr. Cuay said that a law was already in exist- 
ence, having for its object the progressive arming 
of the militia, and the intention of this bill was 
immediately to arm such as should volunteer. 
This amendment was like the other, intended to 
defeat the bill. Mr. C. said he had understood 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Dana) to 
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ask him when he was up before, whether he meant 
to think for the whole 
Mr. C. said, that if some gentlemen would think 
more and talk less, it would be a great economy 
of time, and an advantage to the public busi- 
ness, and he recommended this remark to the 
consideration of the gentleman and his friends. 


ouse. In answer to this. 


Mr. Suerrey said if his colleague had attended 


a little more to the amendment under considera- 
tion, he would not have pronounced it similar to 
the one rejected. Why did they arm the volun- 
teers? Because the 
public service. 
manded them, or it did not. 
was no occasion for calling them out. 


ee to be engaged in the 
Either the public exigency de- 
If it did not, there 
If it did, 
why arm the volunteers and not the militia? If 
it was intended to have an effective force of 
100,000 men, to be composed of volunteers and 
draughted militia, all ought to be equally armed 
if any were. The House had said that the vol- 
unteers should be armed at the expense of the 
Government, and why ought not the other por- 
tion of the same force be armed also ? 

Mr. Cray said if his colleague had attended 
to the militia law, he would not have run into 
the blunder he had got into. Every militiaman 
was bound to supply himself with arms. There 
was a great difference between the service of the 
two descriptions comprised in this bill, and arms 
were to be given to volunteers as an encourage- 
ment to them to engage. 

Mr. Dana said the gentleman had “ answered’ 
his question by way of giving advice. It so hap- 
pened that persons were sometimes very ready 
to give advice when others did not ask it of then. 
If the gentleman really meant his observation as 
a reply to a question, it was really only an evi- 
dence of the precision of his logic. Every vol- 
unteer engaging, Mr. D. said, must previous!; 
belong to the militia; and, by the gentleman’s 
own reasoning, as every militiaman was bound 
to be completely armed, the provision for giving 
them arms must be superfluous. But, as the 
House had determined to give arms to those 
volunteering, Mr. D. said he was disposed to 
place both species of force on an equality. 

Mr. Dana’s motion was negatived by yeas and 
nays—67 to 38. 


[The yeas and nays on this question were the 
same as on Mr. Pirkin’s motion, except that 
Messrs. W. Aston, Bacon, Biss, Guoison, 
Haven, Howarp, Knicxersacker, McKer, and 
Mumrorp, who voted on that question were ab- 
senton this. Mr. Cook, absent before, now voted 
in the affirmative ; and Mr. J. C. Cuamper.aty, 
who voted in the affirmative before, on this mo- 
tion voted in the negative. } 


Mr. Hace wished to propose an amendmeni, 
which would offer encouragement to those per- 
sons already armed to volunteer, or at least place 
them on the same footing with those who had 
neglected their duty, . With this view, he offered 
the following section as an amendment: 

“ And be tt further enacted, That any voluntee! 
who is armed and equipped according to law, and shall 
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retain his arms during the time of his enlistment, shall 
receive therefor in money an amount equal to the 
value of such arms and equipment, to be estimated by 
the Secretary of War.” 


Mr. Key was opposed to this amendment, prin- 
cipally because it was necessary thatall the arms 
of men in the same body should be alike and of 
the same calibre. 

Mr. Ety observed that the present militia laws 
of the United States required a particular de- 
scription of arms, which were not admitted to 
pass inspection unless they were of that descrip- 
tion. Mr. E. further remarked, that although the 
United States had now nominally 150,000 stand 
of arms, they had not 100,000 fit for service, and 
it therefore seemed proper that individuals should 
be permitted to receive compensation for the 
arms already in service. 

Mr. Dana quoted the law to show that the 
arms with which citizens are required by law to 
furnish themselves were to be of a certain de- 
scription, the standard of which was fixed by 
law. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hate’s mo- 
tion and decided in the negative—yeas 73, nays 
34, as follows: 


Yeas—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Wm. 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chitten- 
den, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., William 
Ely, James Emott, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert 
Jenkins, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy 
Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, James 
Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, John Thompson, Jabez Upham, Arch’d Van 
Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 


Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 
Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Rich’d Cutts, 
Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Me- 
shack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel Heister, 
James Holland, Benj’n Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard 


_ M. Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip 
_ B. Key, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Alex- 


ander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Tho- 
mas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsylv’a, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thos. Sammons, Lem- 
uel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Nicholas Van Dyke, 
Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. 

Mr. Pickman said he had an objection to the 
6th section of the bill, which provides that the 
volunteers shall once in each year be encamped 
for ten days successively. He apprehended that 
this provision would subject the United States to 


an expense of from six hundred thousand toa 
million of dollars annually ; and he also appre- 
hended that instead of being an advantage to the 
persons encamped, it would be productive of very 
injurious consequences. He asked gentlemen 
seriously to say whether in that short space of 
ten days men could make any useful improve- 
ment in camp duty and discipline; whether it 
would not take nearly the whole of the time to 
fix an encampment, and accommodate the men 
in it. Mr. P. said he had to this section an ob- 
jection much more serious than that he had sta- 
ted. As the volunteers would not be considered 
in actual service, these encampments would be 
places of dissipation, and extremely injurious to 
the morals of the young people. Viewing itin 
this light, and as the father of a family, some of 
whom might enrol themselves in this corps, he 
objected to this section. He thought that these 
ten days’ encampments would make them no bet- 
ter soldiers, and much worse citizens. He, there- 
fore, moved to strike out the sixth section, which 
is in the following words: 

Src. 6. And be tt further enacted, That the said vol- 
unteers shall, once in each year, if not called into act- 
ual service, be encamped for ten days successively, for 
improvement in camp duty and discipline, either by 
regiments, battalions, or companies, as the Command- 
ant of Brigade shall direct; and in case any non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, shall fail to attend 
and perform his duty as aforesaid, without an excuse 
satisfactory to the Commandant of his regiment, or shall 
so appear without being uniformed according to orders, 
his arms and accoutrements, or musical instrument, 
shall revert to the United States. 

Mr. E ty said the volunteers when encamped 
were liable to no sort of punishment for miscon- 
duct, not even to the militia laws of the several 
States. There was no other restriction on them 
then, nor any other inducement for them to at- 
tend these musters than the expectation of re- 
ceiving a musket each at the end of their engage- 
ment. This bill was in that respect a perfect 
burlesque on all the militia laws in the United 
States. The persons engaging were called upon 
(when perhaps seriously engaged in other busi- 
ness) voluntarily to travel, perhaps two or three 
days, at the rate of thirty-six or thirty-seven cents 
compensation foreach day’s travel! Mr. E. con- 
curred fully in the observations of his colleague. 
If you have an army encamped in any part of 
the United States, said he, establish them under 
military laws. If you convene five hundred men 
for ten days under this bill, suppose they are dis- 
orderly or run away, where is your remedy? 
The officer orders the delinquent back; he re- 
sists; where is there any authority to use com- 
pulsion? The very appearance of this thing, 
Mr. E. said, would strike a degree of terror into 
the people of this country for the consequences of 
it. Under such circumstances he was decidedly 
in favor of striking out this provision. 

The question on Mr. Pickman’s motion was 
decided in the negative—yeas 40, nays 77, as fol- 


lows: 


Yxas—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Wil 
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liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chit- 


tenden, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., William 
Ely, James Emott, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard 
Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Tim- 
othy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Randolph, Dan’! Sheffey, John Stanley, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Jabez Upham, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 
Whitman, and James Wilson 

Nayrs—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 
Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Craw- 
ford, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, William Findley, 
Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, 
David 8S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, 
John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Sam’l McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Pleasant M, Miller, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. 
Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nich- 
olson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, 
Richard Stanford, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Nicholas 
Van Dyke, Arch’d Van Horn, Robert Weakley, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Mr. Key, desirous that the present severity of 
the rules and articles of war should not operate 
on this detachment, who were to be subject to 
them when in service, moved the following 
amendment: “Provided, That said volunteers 
‘and militia, when called into actual service, 
‘shall not for any offence suffer corporal punish- 
* ishment by the inflietion of lashes.” 

Mr. Roor said that although the subject of the 
rules and articles of war was already before a spe- 
cial committee, yet, fearing that they would not 
report during this session, he hoped there would 
be an unanimous vote to consent to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Macon objected to the amendment. Sup- 
posing an invasion, and it was necessary to call 
out of any one State more militia than its quota, 
were these additional men to be subject to corpo- 
ral punishment while these volunteers were ex- 
empt from it? He wished to legislate on this 
subject generally, if at all. He said there were 
one or two strange things already in this bill, and 
this would be adding another. 

Some other gentlemen spoke, but no other op- 
posed the motion. 

Mr. Key’s motion was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 105, nays 8, as follows: 


Yzas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William 


Detachment of Militia. 


Marca, 1810. 








W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Breck. 
enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John C. Chamberlain, Martin 
Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell 
Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, 
John Davenport, junior, Joseph Desha, William Ely, 
James Emott, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Me- 
shack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thos. R. Gold, 
William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, James Holland, 
Benj’n Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, Richard M. John- 
son, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knick. 
erbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Edward St. Loe Liver. 
more, Robert Le Roy Livingston, John Love, Aaron 
Lyle, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald 
McBryde, Samuel McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, Wil- 
liam Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jona- 
than O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, 
jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., John Porter, Peter B. Por- 
ter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah;Quincy, John Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
Erastus Root, John Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Lemuel 
Sawyer, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shefley, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, Geo. Smith, Henry South- 
ard, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephen- 
son, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel T'ag- 
gart, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles 
Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Arch- 
ibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert 
Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, Richard 
Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—Nathaniel Macon, Alexander McKim, Nich- 
olas R. Moore, Thomas Newbold, John Roane, Thomas 
Sammons, Samuel Smith, and James Wilson. 

Mr. Hurry moved to amend the bill so as to 
authorize the quotas to be apportioned to those 
States from which returns had not been regularly 
received, according to the number of free white 
males, between the ages of sixteen and forty-five, 
which they contained at the last census.—Agreed 
to—53 to 38 

Mr. Emorr said it was generally agreed by 
gentlemen, he believed, that the volunteers con- 
templated by the bill were not militia. The 
President himself had made wdistinction between 
the two in his Message to Congress. Without 
examining the ra es of the bill, he said he 
would remark that the President had called but 
for 20,000 volunteers, whilst the bill authorized 
the acceptance of 100,000. If this new species 
of provisional army was to be raised, he said he 
could not see the preety of going beyond the 
requisition of the President. He therefore moved 
to amend the bill by adding to it the following 
proviso: “ Provided, That the volunteers so to 
be accepted shall not exceed 20,000 men.” 

And the question being taken on the proviso, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 38, nays 70, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, John 
Davenport, jr., William Ely, James Emott, Thomas 
R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Jonatha 

H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, 
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Philip B. Key, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Archibald McBryde, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benj’n Pick- 
man, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, Daniel Sheffey, John Stanley, James Stephen- 
son, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Nicholas Van | 
Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson. 
Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil- 
liam: Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 





Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Craw- | 


ford, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, David 8S. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, 
John Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Mar- 
ion, Samuel McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. 
Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, John 
Ross, Ebenezer Sage, Thos. Sammons, Ebenezer Sea- 
ver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stan- 
ford, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles 
Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Withersp2on. 


Mr. Mosecey said, that notwithstanding the 
honorable chairman of the committee who in- 
troduced this bill seemed, from the remarks which 
he had this morning made, to consider it so per- 
fect, he was not yet prepared to give it his assent. 

Sir, said Mr. M., I cunsider this bill as extreme- 
ly objectionable in its general principles, so far as 
I can understand them, and very exceptionable in 
point of detail. 

It is not calculated as a general permanent reg- 
ulation, for the purpose of improving in disci- 
—_ or of arming ina suitable manner the great 

ody of the militia It is merely a temporary 
expedient, calculated for a particular exigence— 
which exigence does not exist—nor is it, in my 
Opinion, at all to be apprehended. It is caleula- 
ted, at least partially if not principally, as a war 
measure, when we neither have war, nor any just 
reason toexpect it. The war spirit has subsided 
even in this House. No gentleman, I believe, is 
disposed at the present time todeclare war against 
any nation. Nor is it probable that any Power 
on earth will wage a war against us that would 
render this force necessary or useful. And in 
case we continue at peace, this bill, in its opera- 
tion, must necessarily subject the nation to much 
expense and vexation, and in my estimation be 
productive of no real benefit. 

I know it has been suggested that this would 
be a very wise and useful measure, whether we 
go to war or remain at peace. I imagine, sir, 
that this is one great difficulty with the present 
bill; that it is intended to fit either war or peace, 
and of course is not well adapted toeither. The 
title of this bill purports it to be a bill to author- 
ize a detachment of the militia. 
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The provisions of this bill go to raise a volun- 
teer corps of one hundred thousand men, which 
may at the will of the President he called into 
actual service, and converted in reality into a reg- 
ular army—at least eighteen months out of the 
two years, for which they are raised. 

This power given to the President I consider 
in the first place very objectionable. It may not 
perhaps be abused. But it is certainly a correct 
principle, and a principle which ought rigidly to 
be adhered to in a republican Government like 
ours, never to invest the Executive with more 
military power than is absolutely necessary. But, 
independently of this, I totally object to the com- 
plex character of the force proposed to be raised 
by this bill. 

They are neither one thing noranother. Even 
the advocates of this bill cannot agree by what 
name to designate them. They are, in short, nei- 
ther regular troops nor militia. I believe it was 
never before in any country attempted to raise a 
body of men whose character and duties were so 
undeiined and multifarious. 

They are to be volunteer militia or volunteer 
regulars, as the case may be. They are to do or- 
dinary militia duty, or extraordinary militia duty. 
They may be called into service ten months in a 
year, or ten days in a year. Anda gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Hotuanp) observed 
the other day that they were exactly what in the 
late Revolutionary war were termed minute men. 

Sir, I have no disposition to treat this subject 
with levity, or to say anything that might be 
deemed disrespectful to any gentleman who had 
an ageney in framing this bill. But it really does 
appear to me, that we have lately in this nation 
manifested a strange propensity to novel projects. 
If we want a navy it must be different from all 
other navies; we must have some ships to fight 
upon the water, some torpedoes to fight under 
water, and some gunboats to fight upon land or 
water, as the exigencies of the case may require. 
If a military land force is to be raised, it must 
not be precisely regular troops, nor militia, but a 
compound of both, and the appellation of volun- 
teer must in some way or other be attached to 
them, whether they engage voluntarily or invol- 
untarily. I dislike this mode of mixing and 
blending together things which ought to be kept 
distinct. The Constitution recognises but two 
kinds of force, militia and army. The duty of 
the militia is there distinctly defined. They are 
considered as the great security of the nation 
against sudden attack from without or rebellion 
within. In the words of the Constitution, they 
are “ To execute the laws, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions.” But it was never contem- 
plated that they were to be permanently relied 
upon in case of actual warfare. Whenever it 
becomes necessary to raise a regular army, let it 
be done openly and understandingly; let them 
be honorably paid, and let them know fairly and 
distinctly, when they engage, both the nature and 
term of their service. 

As I have no belief that we are soon to be en- 
gaged in war, these troops, I presume, will not be 
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called into actual service, and those provisions of 


the bill only will go into operation which are cal- 
culated upon the contingency of peace. I will 
examine the bill for a moment, and see whether 
it promises to be of any practical utility in this 
point of view. 

The objects of this bill are, in case of peace, to 
improve a portion of the militia in camp duty 
ao discipline, and to supply them with arms, 
accoutrements, &c., as a compensation for their 
services. 

These men are to be called out and encamped 
ten days successively ineach year. They would 
ree be called out either by battalion or regi- 
ment. It could never be thought expedient to 
have so small an eneampment as a single com- 
pany. They must, of course, in parts of the 
country thinly populated, have, in the first in- 
stance, to a a very great distance. When 
assembled, they must for their accommodation 
be furnished with tents, and every other species 
of camp equipage; they must exchange their 
domestic modes of living for the life of a camp. 
They must of necessity be obliged to sleep on 
the ground, a circumstance which, it is to be a 

rehended, would be very injurious to their health. 
This is well known to have been the case with 
the militia who were called into service, and who 
had been unaccustomed to living in tents and 
sleeping in this manner, during the late Revolu- 
tionary war, and was mentioned as a subject of 
great regret by General WasuIncGrTon. 


These encampments, spread all over the coun-, 


try, would not only expose the health, but. as has 
been justly observed by the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, on my left, (Mr. Pickman,) 
would have a natural tendency to corrupt the 
morals of these men. Liberated from the cus- 
tomary control of their parents, masters, and 
guardians, and surrounded with a variety of 
temptations, they might, in the short term of 
time they are to be together, be made much worse 
citizens, without becoming much better soldiers. 

If these objections, which relate simply to the 
health and morals of these troops, should not be 
thought of much weight, I should hope that they 
would not be entirely disregarded in this House, 
notwithstanding so little solicitude seems to have 
been manifested either for the health or lives of 
the unfortunate men who have engaged in the 
service of the United States by those intrusted 
with their immediate command. But, independ- 
ently of these considerations, I appeal to you, sir, 
and to every gentleman in this House, of any 
military experience, whether it be possible that 
these troops, during the short time they are to be 
encamped, can acquire any knowledge of camp 
duty and discipline that would be useful ? 

It will be recollected that these men must be 
commanded by militia officers, equally inexperi- 
enced and unskilful as themselves; officers who 
have themselves to learn that very duty and dis- 
cipline which they are to teach to their soldiers. 
Is it then to be expected, as some gentlemen ap- 
pear disposed to believe, that these troops, in this 
term of time, and under these circumstances, are 
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to become so perfect in military duty and disci- 
pline’as to be useful patrons to the residue of the 
militia when they are again incorporated with 
them ? 

It is in my opinion idle to expect it. They 
might, and I think very probably would, consider 
themselves of course vastly superior to their fel- 
low-soldiers, and assume upon themselves airs of 
distinction and consequenee, but it would pre- 
sently be perceived that these ten-day veterans 
were not such great proficients in military skill 
and discipline as at fancied themselves, and 
they would be more likely to become objects of 
contempt and ridicule than models of useful im- 
itation. 

As to the mode proposed by this bill, of arming 
this portion of the militia, I think it liable to 
many objections, but, as there is one alone which 
in my mind is sufficient, I shall advert to no other. 
That is, that these arms, accoutrements, &c., 
which, by these provisions of the bill, are to be- 
come the absolute property of these men as a 
compensation for their services, will not probably 
be retained by them, so as to be of any subsequent 
use to the public, in their hands, as a part of the 
militia. 

I am the more confirmed in my belief that these 
men would dispose of their arms, as, by the terms 
of the bill, they are authorized to do, because Lam 
satisfied they will go into the hands of the least 
respectable part of the militia, and whe would be 
the most likely to part with them as soon as they 
should have it in their power. 

Is itto be supposed that the best and most re- 
spectable class of the militia would engage in 
this service? What motive could they have? 
Surely the most respectable part of the militia 
could not be induced to engage in this service by 
pecuniary considerations. They could be much 
more profitably employed at home, in the pursuits 
of their own private concerns. Would they be 
influenced by motives of patriotism—by a disin- 
terested regard for the public good? Perhaps | 
entertain too strong prejudices against this bill, 
but I cannot persuade myself that any man of 
sufficient sense and reflection to be actuated by 
any consideration of this nature, would ever en- 
gage as a volunteer in the service which it pro- 

oses, Those men, if any, who would be most 
ikely to volunteer their services, yvould be men 
of that description who would not retain those 
arms, either for their own or the public good. 
This benefit, therefore, which these gentlemen 
predict to result from the passage of this bill— 
that of arming ina suitable manner this portion 
of the militia—would never be realized. 

Sir, I nave stated some of the most prominent 
objections which present themselves to my mind 
against the present bill. 

I consider it,as I have before remarked, as a 
war measure, altogether unnecessary, and if ne- 
cessary as such, not well adapted to that object. 
As a peace measure, vexatious and expensive, 
and calculated in its operation to be productive of 
much more evil than good to the nation. 

Mr. Pearson said that the bill appeared to 
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him so incorrect in principle, and so confused if 
not absurd in detail, that he felt himself bound to 
oppose it. Whenever a proposition is made to a 
Legislature, and they are about to act on it, the 
first inquiry ought to be—is it necessary or not? 
He said he would ask gentlemen who advocated 
the bill, what is its object? What has induced 
them now to bring it forward? He supposed he 
should be answered that the President had rec- 
ommended a detachment of militia. Was thisa 
sufficient reason for going to an expense of two 
millions of dollars, and exciting unnecessary 
alarms throughout the whole community ? Mr. 
P. said, that to his mind, that alone was not a 
sufficient reason. If we were to have a war, or 
this bill was to meet such an event, why had the 
House not been told that war was necessary ? 
Why had not particular reasons been mentioned 
why this unnecessary and expensive measure 
should be adopted? He said he for one never 
would legislate merely because the Executive 
had recommended it. If this was the only rea- 
son in favor of this measure, he protested against 
it. 

Mr. P. said he did believe that there were some 
provisions in this bill that were unconstitutional ; 
but as this subject had been investigated whilst 
the amendments were’ under consideration, and 
the principle had been decided by the House, he 
said he would not weary the patience of gentle- 
men by going over the same ground again. He 
alluded to that provision which authorized the 
Executive to call the volunteers beyond the juris- 
diction of the United States. Notwithstanding 
the strange character which the bill gave to the 
volunteers, they must be militia if they were any- 
thing at all. The officers, who were not to be 
compelled to sign engagements, must at all events 
be militiamen, and he apprehended the soldiers 
must partake of the same character, or else, when 
they got out of the United States, they must be 
a parcel of soldiers without officers, or there must 
be a new set of officers ready to receive them 
when they crossed the boundary. 

The bill was very objectionable, also, Mr. P. 
contended, on the ground of expense. No calcu- 
lation could, he apprehended, be made, by which 
the expense of carrying this bill into effect would 
cost the United States less than two millions of 
dollars. The details of the bill were, in his ap- 
prehension, so imperfect, that it would be almost 
impossible to make any calculation as to expense. 
He would suppose, however, that 50,000 men, 
one-half of the whole number authorized, would 
volunteer. As soon as an individual signs an en- 
gagement, it is sent to the Executive of the State. 
As soon as the engagement is thus sent, the per- 
son volunteering receives his arms. The arms 
and accoutrements, estimated at thirteen dollars 
each, for fifty thousand men, will amount to six 
hundredand fifty thousanddollars. The rations for 
the same number ten days in camp, and allowing 
only an average of one day for going and one for 
returning, will amount to $120,000. I suppose 
the time of those persons to be worih something. 
Although it be not money paid out of the Trea- 
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sury, it operates upon the citizen, and if he 
pays in service, the tax is as great as if so much 
money was actually taken from the pockets of 
the people. Estimating the timeof each man to 
be worth fifty cents a day, the amount of the 
time of 50,000 men for egies days will be $300,- 
000. Taking also into view the expense for fifty 
thousand volunteers, to be employed ten days in 
each year in camp duty, will be at least one mil- 
lion of dollars. 

Let us for a moment, said Mr. P., examine the 
inconvenience that the people who volunteer will 
be put to. As I observed before, every person 
who signs an engagement will be received by the 
Executives of the States. Suppose only one 
regiment in the State of North Carolina should 
volunteer. There must be a place of rendezvous 
at some place in that State. Suppose it to be in 
the centre of the State; the volunteer will once 
a year, merely to perform camp duty, be marched 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred miles. I 
ask whether the individual will be sufficiently 
compensated for this march of three or four hun- 
dred miles by the advantage he would gain in 
ten days’ encampment. This may be an extreme 
case, but I think it very probable that in many 
States you will not get more than a regiment of 
volunteers. 

Again: During the time they are marching, is 
there any provision to assist the volunteers in 
carrying their rations, or any camp equipage pro- 
vided for? None. These persons whilst march- 
ing to the place of encampment are to be exposed 
to the inclemencies of the season, and when they 
arrive at the place of rendezvous, will have noth- 
ing to shelter them. Would not this be extraor- 
dinary ? A body of men in the service of the 
United States, without clothes, without a tent 
given them, ora blanket to lay on the ground! 
It cannot be expected that they should volunteer 
under such circumstances? The only induce- 
ment I can see for those persons to volunteer is, 
that a musket is to be placed in their hands at the 
end of their engagement. In the country from 
which he came, Mr. P. said, that a musket was 
not of very great value, and, according to the 
bill, any person dissatisfied with the service might 
leave it and refuse to attend, without any other 
penalty than the forfeiture to the United States 
of his right to the arms. Was this tie sufficient 
to bind the volunteer to an engagement which he 
finds inconvenient, and which perhaps he did not 
understand at the time he made it? Mr. P. said 
he believed not. Besides, this bill required that 
if the volunteer failed to attend his duty, uni- 
formed according to orders, he should lose his 
musket. Why, the very uniform was infinitely 
more valuable than the musket he was to forfeit 
if he did not appear in uniform, and it could 
not, therefore, be expected that the provisions of 
the act should be rigidly complied with. 

The arsenals would prove another expensive 
item. Suppose the whole 100,000 men should 
volunteer. The commanding officers of regi- 
ments would have the power of mustering them 
by regiments, battalions, or companies. The 
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volunteers, consulting their own convenience, 
would probably muster in companies. At each 
place of muster or rendezvous must be an armorer 
and an arsenal. One hundred thousand men 
would make an hundred regiments and two thou- 
sand companies, and gentlemen could calculate 
the expense. For armorers the amount would 
‘be $480,000 annually, or $960,000 for the two 
—s and for arsenals the amount would proba- 
"bly be nearly as great. The United States might 
be run to the expense of two millions of dollars 
annually (including arms) for mustering these 
volunteers ten days in each year. To him, Mr. 
P. said, this was a very strange law indeed, and 
these provisions could not have been very accu- 
eon examined by gentlemen who reported the 
bill. 

Another inconvenience which Mr. P. said he 
should like to hear explained, was this: Suppose 
a general of brigade should volunteer his servi- 
«es; that they should be accepted, and he should 
be called into service for ten days; would this 
general thereby lose his command in the militia, 
or would he command both the militia and the 
volunteers at the same time? He said he had 
conversed with different gentlemen, who differed 
in opinion on this subject, and he should like the 
chairman of the committee to explain this di- 
lemma. 

We have, said Mr. P., several times had requi- 
sitions of militia under laws of the United States. 
I never have found any good to arise from them. 
I have been extremely pleased that no necessity 
existed for calling them into service. I cannot 
see any necessity for it at this time, and I know 
that a very great disadvantage does arise from 
thedraught. It excites general alarm throughout 
the country. It always has an effect upon the 
price of produce. The cry of war alarms the 
country ; and the merehants, though they may 
believe there is nothing real in it, will make it 
serve as a pretence for raising the price of their 
produce. 

Therefore, as many inconveniences may arise 
from the passage of the bill, and I am not in- 
formed of any possible good to flow from it, I 
feel it my duty to vote against it. 

About 5 o’clock, the bill was ordered to be en- 

rossed for a third reading, and the House ad- 
journed. 





Tuespay, March 20. 


Mr. Fisk, from the Committee of Conference 
on the census bill, reported that the committee 
recommended that the Senate should recede from 
a part of their amendments, and the House should 
accept the remainder, with amendments thereto. 
—The report lies on the table. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, made a report on the petition of Rich- 
ard Tervin, referred on the 30th November last ; 
which was read, and the resolution therein con- 
tained concurred in by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the petitioner be permitted to 
substantiate his claims to a donation certificate, 


and that he produce the proof of his cultivation 
settlement to the Register and Receiver of Pub. 
lic Moneys of the district east of Pearl river, in 
the Mississippi Territory, whoshall decide thereon, 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
the said resolution; and that the Committee on 
the Public Lands do prepare and bring in the same. 

On motion of Mr. Cray, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to report to this House whether any, and 
what, expedition may be given to the correspond- 
ence between this place and the seats of goy- 


ernment of North Carolina, South Carolina and | 
Georgia, by employing for that purpose the pres. | 
ent route to Orleans; and what would bethe prob- | 
able expense of establishing connecting lines. 


Also, the amount of money expended in making 
and clearing the road from Athens to Orleans; 
and to furnish all the information he possesses re- 
specting the present state of the maii route from 
Washington City, by Athens, to Orleans. 

Mr. Sran.ey, from the committee appointed, 
on the 14th instant, on the petition of John Kerr, 
presented a bill authorizing the discharge of John 
Kerr from his imprisonment ; which was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Friday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate concur with this House in their 
amendment to the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill, entitled “ An act to prevent the issuing 
of sea-letters except to certain vessels,” with an 
amendment; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from their second, sixth. 
and seventh amendments to the bill, entitled “An 
act providing for the third census, or enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States ;” and 
also recede from their fourth amendment to the 
said bill, with a modification. 


CLAIM OF ZEBULON WADE. 


Mr. Jounnson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Zebulon Wade, 
referred on the 9th ultimo; which was read, and 
the resolution therein contained concurred in by 
the House. The report is as follows: 


That it appears that the petitioner was a seaman 
under the command of William Patterson, on board the 
sloop Despatch, and the said officer and all the seamen 
were in the service of the United States; and that, on 
the 4th day of March, 1809, acting under the command 
and direction of the said William Patterson, on board 
said sloop, the petitioner was severely wounded by the 
discharge of-said sloop’s cannon—lost one of his thumbs 
and two of his fingers, and almost the use of his right 
arm. He states that he is wholly disabled and inca- 
pable of ares his family or himself. He prays 
to be paid the expenses incurred in curing said wound, 


and a pension. 

Upon the subject of pensions, the laws and regula- 
tions of the Government have made provisions. This 
case is not embraced by the laws regulating applica- 
tions from the Army, nor by the rules and regulations 
of the Navy. The committee had only to inquire whe- 
ther this particular case was such a one as should be 
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specially provided for. It appears to your committee, Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
that the petitioner was in the service of the United | Wm. Findley, Jona’n Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon 
States, ard under the command of his proper officer, | Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Wil- 
when he received this wound; but it was in celebrat- | liam Helms, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Rich- 
ing the 4th of March, as a day of rejoicing. However | ard M. Johnson, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Pleasant M. 
the committee may lament the misfortune of the peti- | Miller, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 
tioner, they do not believe that the wound was received | S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas N ewbold, Thomas 
at such time and in such service as should form an ex- | N ewton, John N icholson, John Porter, Peter B. Pgtter, 
ception, and require special provision for the petitioner. | John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, 


They recommend the following resolution : John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not | Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam 
to be granted. Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, 
COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. John Smith, Henry Southard, John Thompson, Uri 


Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, 
The House took up the message from the Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wither. 
Senate announcing their adherence to their spoon. 
amendments to the bill concerning commercial Naxs—Ezekiel Bacon, Wm. W. Bibb, Daniel Blais- 
intercourse, &c. dell, James Breckenridge, William Butler, John C. 
Mr. Livermore moved that the House recede Chamberlain, Wm. Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 
from its disagreement to the amendments of the | pion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, John Da- 
Senate. venport, jun., William Ely, Jas. Emott, David 8. Gar- 
Mr. Love made a motion which took prece- | land, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas. R. Gold, Edwin 
dence of Mr. Livermore’s, viz: to postpone the | Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. ara Daniel 
further consideration of the bill till Monday next. et ne "Sn eee packeet, Jam» 
It seemed probable, he said, from information | William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Jos. Lewis, eared 


Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston 
lately received, that some events had taken place Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
which would essentially alter the state of things. Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Wm. Milnor 
The situation of the two Houses in relation to , : E 


; ; -, | Thos. Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
each other being somewhat embarrassing, he said Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quin- 


he was not desirous to precipitate a decision, cy, Matthias Richards, John Ross, Daniel Sheffey, Den- 
especially when a few days might produce a | nis Smelt, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James 
change in our relations with the belligerents. Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, John 
Mr. Coox was in favor of this motion, and for } Taylor, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald 
the reason which had been given. He thought | Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weak- 
it very impolitic to act immediately on this im- | ley, Laban Wheaton, and Ezekiel Whitman. 
portant subject, when news was every hour ex- 
DETACHMENT OF MILITIA. 


pected which might alter their opinions very 
essentially. He should be sorry to register an| The engrossed bill authorizing a detachment 
act at this moment which they might be under | of the militia of the United States was read a 
the necessity of undoing in a week. third time. 

Mr. Livermore said he could not easily con-| Mr. Porrer.—This bill is to raise a voluntary 
ceive why a decision on this subjeet should be | and involuntary army of one hundred thousand 
further postponed. Under the expectation of | men, and I am opposed to it, because I think it cal- 
great news, this system was continued from day | culated to do much injury, to cost much money, 
and to do no possible good; and I should be 


today, to the great injury of the American peo- 
pleased to be informed by the friends of this army, 
whether it is for defence, offence, or if arms be 


ple. Gentlemen would no doubt act on their 
the object? If for defence, against whom? Is 


own convictions; but he hoped they would con- 

sider the information received from every part of 
there a gentleman in this House that expects an 
invasion of our territory? | presume not. If for 


the Union of the public voice appealing to Con- 

gress to repeal the non-intercourse law. Was 

there any news of war being declared against us | offensive war, is there one in this House who 
wishes such a contest? [ hope not. If we were 

at this time at war with all the world, we should 


by any nation? He had, to be sure, heard some 
rumor of the kind as to France, but he placed 
little faith in it. As to England, he had heard | not want such an army as this. Great Britain 
from all quarters of favorable prospects. He | has no men to spare to send here to invade our 
compared this procrastination to the punishment | territory; and if she had, she would know better 
of Tantalus inflicted on merchants. One day | than to doit. And if France was ever so much 
was held out an expectation of a decision, and | disposed to send an army into this country, it 
when the day came the bill was again put off. | would be in vain—she could not send them. If 
He hoped it would now be decided. therefore there is not the least prospect of an in- 
he question on postponement to Monday next | vasion, and the Government are not disposed to 
was carried—yeas 62, nays 56, as follows: declare war, where is the necessity for this army ? 
Yras—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, | But it is said, that this is nota standing army ; 
William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John | that it is only an army of volunteers and detached 
Brown, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, Joseph ; militia. I have always understood that volun- 
Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, | teers enter into an army to do certain services, 
James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William | without signing an agreement for a certain time, 
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or receiving any bounty; but that as soon asa 
man signs an enlistment for a certain time, and 
receives his bounty, from that time he ceases to 
have any will of his own, until his time expires. 
He becomes a regular soldier to all intents and 
purposes, to be shot or hung, or otherwise pun- 
ished, according to martial law. It would seem, 
by*the fourth section of this act, that each volun- 
teer must sign an engagement to serve the Uni- 
ted States according to the provision of this act ; 
and as soon as he is called into actual service, 
under the authority of the United States, he shall 
be subject to the rules and orders of war, and that 
he can be called into the service of the United 
States to any place out of its jurisdiction not be- 
yond sea; and, by the 5th section, that when the 
return of such volunteer shall be made to the De- 
partment of war, each non-commissioned officer 
and private shall be furnished by the United 
States with a musket, &c., in complete order. 
These two sections, providing for the enlistment 
and bounty, taken by themselves, the man hayv- 
ing enlisted and having received his. gun asa 
bounty, would make a complete regular soldier 
of him, and he would be obliged to serve his time 
out. But when you examine the sixth section 
which provides for the ten days’ annual encamp- 
ment, if not called into actual service, you then 
find the penalty for not obeying orders, which de- 
clares if any non-commissioned officer or private 
shall fail to attend and perform his duty, either 
in the camp or in actual service, whenever called 
upon, or shall fail to appear without being uni- 
formed according to orders, without a satisfactory 
excuse to the commanding officer, his arms shall 
revert to the United States. If therefore one of 
those men, when called to do camp duty, should 
appear without a uniform, when the law does not 
require it, nor furnish him with any clothing, 
until he is called into actual service, he is to for- 
feit his gun for not appearing in his uniform be- 
fore he is furnished with it by the United States 
or made his duty to furnish himself with it. By 
the fourth section he is entitled to receive his gun 
immediately after return is made of his name; 
if he should refuse to do this camp duty, you 
have no power to control his person; the only 

nalty is the reversion of the gun; you there- 
ore dispossess yourselves of the gun, and have 
no control over the person or the arms; your 
only remedy for the arms would be by suit, if they 
should refuse to re-deliver them, to recover their 
value. 

It would seem, by the 7th and 8th sections, that 
those guns were not to be delivered Te to 
the provisions of the 5th section, but that they 
should be deposited in arsenals, rented for that 
purpose by the commanding officer, in the care 
of an armorer to be appointed and paid for keep- 
ing the same in good order, to be delivered out to 
the several companies of volunteers either to be 
instructed in camp duty and discipline or when 
called into actual service the arms., &c., to be- 
come their property ; provided, that before such 
volunteer shall be entitled to receive his gun, &c. 
he shall produce from the commanding officer of 
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his regiment a certificate, that he has performed 
the service required by his engagement. It will 
therefore seem by the 4th and 5th sections of this 
bill, that the soldier had enlisted and received his 
bounty and was bound to do duty ; but by the 6th, 
7th and 8th sections it was entirely optional with 
him; if he performed the service he is to have 
his pay, and if he did not, there is nothing bind- 
ing on either side. Let us now pursue and ex. 
amine those volunteers in the performance of 
their camp duty. Whois to command? And 
by what law? As soon as they volunteer they 
are no longer under the command of the com. 
mon militia officer, and they are not subject to 
the articles and rules of war, by the 4th section, 
until they are called into actual service. So 
that you give a bounty to the volunteers for do- 
ing nothing, while the militia are obliged to arm 
themselves at their own expense, and do all the 
duty for nothing. All this may be right and 
proper, but if it is, I must confess I have not ca- 
pacity sufficient to discover it. I will leave it to 
the honorable Chairman who reported this bill, 
he being a military man, and this of course a 
new kind of army, to reconcile to himself what 
appears to me defects and inconsistencies in this 
bill. The other part of this army that are called 
militia are detached for nine months, without 
any bounty or arms, and they are as regular sol- 
diers for that time as any of our standing army. 
We find fault with the English for impressing 
their seamen in time of war, but here we draught 
or detach our men for nine months in time oi 
peace; and it is no consolation to a man that he 
was draughted ; he goes as much against his will as 
though he had been impressed in the first instance. 
If you want more men, enlistthem. If anything 
is meant by this bill more than the former de- 
tachments having the same title, the people 
will be deceived, and if not, it is a useless ex- 
pense. This detaching and encamping will be 
attended with way | evils and bad consequences, 
and will disturb the minds of the people very 
much. The common trainings, that last only one 
day, serve to corrupt the morals of the incautions 
youth very much, and improve them very little 
in the art of war. This encamping will be a 
pernicious thing; it will be a school for vice and 
immorality; it will be a new thing in many 
places and parts of the country; it will collect 
many idle and dissipated — together ; it will 
be the means of a general suspension of labor in 
many places in the neighborhood of the camps 
for a part of the ten days at least. The officer 
will have no power to control the soldier. The 
soldier will be released from the common militia 
law, and they are not amenable to the articles 
and orders of war, until they are called into ac- 
tual service. In this situation, and under all these 
circumstances, it would be well to have a relig'- 
ous camp meeting to succeed the military ; as, ac- 
cording to a saying of the greatest personage that 
ever was upon earth, who said that he did not 
come tocall the righteous, but sinners, to repent- 
ance, opening a great field for a man of piety and 
talents to exercise his ingenuity in preaching (0 
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these people in order to correct and reinstate their} I am against all kind of armies in a Govern- 


minds. 

We are in no fear of an invasion, and we ought 
not to go to war for territory. 

If arms is the object of this bill, and the South- 
ern people are not as well armed as the Northern, 
we are all of one great family, let us distribute 
arms to the several States,.according to the num- 
ber of the militia. And if unfortunately we 
should ever be invaded at any point, we should 
not want for men to use them. It would not be 
asked to what party a man belonged, or what 
nation had invaded us. The militia, on such an 
occasion, would cheerfully turn out and do their 
duty, and keep the field until they could be re- 
lieved by regular troops. 

The militia are generally composed of poor 
men, whose burdens are already more than they 
ought to be, and but a few of that class get ex- 
empt from military duty by offices, and I believe 
that they do not own the one hundreth part 
of the property in the United States. Why 
then should they do all this duty to defend it? 
It now costs a poor man about fifteen dollars 
to equip himself, and if he has sons, it costs him 
as much more for them, besides all their time at 
trainings, which is a poor man’s estate. If aman 
has property beyond the comfortable support of 
his family, with that surplus, he can pay a tax 
without feeling any injury from it, and add to 
his property. If he has but a scanty support for 
his family, all you take from him you take from 
their real necessities. 

If he has no property and depends upon his 
daily labor for the support of a young and help- 
less family, every day you call such a man out of 
business you injure his family; his time is their 
support and dependance. 

hat is to become of such a family. if the 
head should be detached and sent off for nine 
months? His pay will barely support himself, 
he will have nothing to leave with them but his 
prayers. 

I am not opposed to this bill because it appears 
to be a favorite measure of the Administration. 
lam against it, because I think it will do much 
harm and no possible good, because it will put 
the nation to great expense and inconvenience 
for nothing. Those gentlemen who think it an 
advisable and benefictal measure will support it 


- from the best of motives, and as I cannot con- 


sider it in that view, I shall oppose it. But if I 
wished to injure the present Administration, and 
was influenced by no other motives, I would re- 
main silent, and would not prevent the passage 
of it if in my power—but viewing the operation 
of this bill as I do, I cannot remain silent, with- 
out doing all in my power to prevent its passage. 
If I considered it merely in a party point of view 
I should wish it to pass; I should not say, as was 
said on another occasion, “O that mine enemy 
would write a book !”—but I should wish one or 
two such laws as this passed and enforced. In 
that case, the people, I believe, would soon re- 
a themselves from a repetition of the like 
evil, 
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ment like ours, except the common militia, un- 
less on the greatest necessity. We began by a 
small standing army—the people would not bear 
an increase of it—then we resorted to a large 
detached army. Now we are to have a large 
volunteer and detached militia army; a little 
better armed and more energetic. If this should 
be found not to answer the expectation of mili- 
tary men, and we should hereafter have a Presi- 
dent of more military habits, the next change 
will be a large standing army. And this is the 
way that republicanism gradually slides into mil- 
tary despotism. I am against them all, call them 
by as pleasant names as you please. I find man- 
kind about the same. Give them power and they 
generally go to the extent of it, if they do not 
abuse it. Give them money and they generally 
spend it all and want to borrow. And give al- 
most any Administration a large army and navy 
and a full treasury, and but a small minority to 
oppose them, and in my opinion they will soon 
have the country in war. 

When I consider that the men to be raised by 
this bill may be sent to New Orleans, it brings to 
my mind melancholy reflections respecting the 
fate of our army in that country the last Summer. 
If the situation of that place required that army 
for its defence at that time, and as there were 
according to the last returns, out of 2,250 men, 
only about 420 officers and men fit for duty, it 
may be possible that a part of these men may be 
required for the same service. I havein my hand 
two letters describing the situation and sufferings 
of that army, which I will read, so that the House 
may see what is publicly reported to have been 
| their sufferings. [The following is one of the ex- 

tracts alluded to: 


ee 
2 Ee 


“Cincinnati, Onto, Dec. 20. 
Extract of a letter from a gentleman of the first re- 
|  spectability, to his correspondent in this piace dated 
Fort Adams, Oct. 10, 1809. 

“The troops which were stationed before New Or- 
leans, during the Summer, have just passed this place 
on their way to Washington, (Mississippi Territory,) 
and a more miserable set of beings I never beheld. 
Out of 2,000 men, which were mustered at New Or- 
leans last Spring, there are now between six and seven 

hundred dead; and those that remain are a set of rag- 
ged, squalid creatures, hardly able to crawl along with 
| a musket on their shoulder. The sick which they left 
| in the hospital at this place, on their way up, present 
the most dreadful spectacle of human wretchedness 
and misery I ever saw in my life. Figure to yourself 
| about 120 beings, in the last stage of the dysentery 
and scurvy, tumbled into open rooms on the floor, 
many of them without shirts or blankets; and almost 
all without shoes or socks, and without fire—and the 
attendants which were left with them actually un- 
oo to bury the dead, for the first few days, being 
barely convalescent themselves. Somebody must be 
blameable for the situation of the additional army in 
this country—they have been exposed to the fatality of 
the climate below, without either sufficiency of clothing, 
or skilful surgeons, or hospital stores.’’] 


I have not read these letters for the purpose of 
criminating any person; but they appear to be 
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corroborated by the stubborn facts contained in 
the report to the Secretary at War, when I see 
that in about five or six months, such an army is 
reduced by sickness, death, and desertion. to so 
small a number, and that about seven hundred of 
them are dead; and | find by the returns that 
sixteen commissioned officers have resigned their 
breath, fifty-one have resigned their commissions 
to save their lives,and that six have been dis- 
missed by court martial, who I suppose have lost 
their honor and saved their lives. Now, sir, as I 
have great reason to believe from the great mor- 
tality, sickness, desertion and resignation, that 
these people have been neglected and treated 
with great inhumanity and abuse, I never will vote 
to raise another soldier unless this country should 
be actually invaded, until the cause of all this 
misery and wretchedness is properly investigated; 
and for the honor of the United States, I would 
hope that it will turn out to be a calamity that 
could not be avoided; and if it should turn out 
otherwise, the author of all this misery ought to 
be dismissed from office, and punished with great 
severity. I had been in hopes from the solemn 
and impressive manner that this subject was 
first brought before the House by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Newron,) which was the 
means of appointing an investigating committee, 
that we should have had a report before this time. 
But I presume they will do their duty. That 
committee and this House, in that respect, have a 
solemn aod imperious duty to perform, which 
they owe to the friends of the deceased, to the 
remnant of that unfortunate and miserable army, 
to their country, their consciences and their God. 
It is said by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Smiuiz) that this army is to be composed 
of the best materials and blood of the country ; 
for my part, I will never agree that the best 
blood or any blood of my constituents shall go to 
manure the bogs and fens of the Mississippi. 
When I take another view of the probable use 
of this army, and consider that it may be made 
use of in offensive war against Canada, and that 
it is to be kept up and become a regular system 
for twenty years, to storm a bulwark, as I under- 
stood the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.Sourn- 
ARD) to say, and that with them he would cross 
the linesand annex Canada to this country—when 
I hear so much of this patriotic Canadian fire, it 
leads me to think immediately of the defenceless 
situation of the State that I help feebly to repre- 
sent, and that as soon as the time shall arrive that 
we should make any attack on Canada or Que- 
bec, that the best part of that State must again 
fall a sacrifice to the English, who can, with a 
fleet, take possession of it when they please; and I 
would not give one hundred acres of it for the 
whole province of Nova Scotia for me to liye on. 
The best part of that State was in possession 
of the enemy the greater part of the last war. 
They proved very bad tenants; they burnt our 
houses and cut down our orchards, and neither 
paid rent or damages. Notwithstanding all this, 
that State furnished as many continental troops 
as any State in the Union in proportion to their 
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numbers; and such were its exertions, that when 
the war was over, it was in debt several hundred 
thousand dollars, incurred’in consequence of the 
war, having this debt to pay and its Government 
to support by direct taxation, deriving no benef 
from the wild and unsettled lands in the United 
States which were preserved as well by the ex. 
ertions of that State as by those who have beep 
exclusively benefitted by them. Nor was Rhode 
Island so fortunate in the assumption of the 


State debts as to have this debt, incurred in con. | 


sequence of the war, assumed for them, while 
other States had considerable sums assumed for 
them upon a supposition that they had advanced 
more than their proportion, and upon a final set. 
tlement they were found in debt, and would 
neither refund the sum that was assumed for 
them or pay the balance thus reported against 
them. 

Many gentlemen who talk strong for war, if 
we should have one. from their local situation 
would hear but little of it; nor could they be 
much injured by it; while those places that are 
the more exposed, such as the State that I repre- 
sent, must be defended and guarded, if at all, | 
suppose by torpedoes. And if they should not 
prove a sufficient protection, and our towns and 
houses on the seacoast should be burnt, we must 
then move back into the country and live in the 
log houses of some large landholder, or be shut 
up in some large manufacturing establishment 
to work for our living. 

But, sir, we are told by the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. Sournarp) that the Governor 
of Canada has made a war speech. That gen- 
tleman has no occasion to be alarmed, for in that 
kind of warfare we are able to contend with all 
the world. And we are the last nation that ought 
to be frightened into unnecessary expenses by 
high-toned speeches, let them come from where 
they may. By what I have heard of his speech 
it was only calculated to calm the fears of the 
Canadians, and to persuade them not to be fright- 
ened at our war speeches, by telling them that 
war did not depend so much upon those speeches 
as upon the moderation of His Majesty. I pre- 
sume if we will let them alone on the land, they 
will us. 

I am against this detaching, for many reasons 
that have great weight on my mind. In the 


State of Rhode Island we have fifteen or twenty . 


independent companies, composed of some of the 
first and most active men in the State, and to 
their honor be it said, that they are not excelled 
by any companies of any kind in the United 
States. They have been at very great expense 
in arming, disciplining, and uninforming them- 
selves, and are ready at a moment’s warning (0 
do their duty, but they will not turn out and be 
encamped twenty days for the sake of a gun, or 
to be disciplined by those who do not know as 
much about it as they do. And if you detach 
them and take them from their companies it will 
be the means of breaking them up. It hasal- 
ready injured them very much and put them to 
great expense, and, as they are in the most ex- 
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posed parts of the State, it is of importance to en- 


> courage and not discourage them. Many men 


aiid 


detached from the militia, who may think there 
may be more meant than is really intended, will 
be imposed upon and put to great expense in 
hiring some person to take their place. 

The quakers or friends must suffer very much 
by the operations of this law, their personal ser- 
vice must be had, and they made subject to mar- 
tial law; their persons cannot be exempt by fines 
or commutation, as from the common militia duty 
in the State of Rhode Island; some of these peo- 
ple in the country that I live in are in favor of 
the present Administration, because, they sup- 
pose them against war. This law will operate 
extremely hard upon that society, and I wish it 
was in my power to relieve them from this mil- 
itary persecution, which will be very injurious to 
them, and the public can derive no kind of ben- 
efit from it. Asa society, with few exceptions, 
they are much and very deservedly respected ; 
as citizens and members of the community, peace- 
able and industrious. 

But, gentlemen say, that the minority find fault 
because the nation is not protected, and their 
rights respected, and oppose every measure that 
the majority attempt for that purpose. We do 
not find fault because you do not protect our com- 
merce. We know it cannot be done with what 
ships we have; but we find fault with the Ad- 
ministration for restraining and embarrassing it 
when they know it is out of their power to pro- 
tect it. 

And as it respects the opposition of the minor- 
ity to the measures, that they consider ruinous 
to the best interests of the country, you must ex- 
pect it. We would help the Administration to 
retrace, revise, and correct what we consider their 
former errors. This great anxiety to do some- 
thing is always attended with bad consequences. 
I have always considered it a very fortunate ses- 
sion of Congress, under any Administration, for 
them to meet and revise their former acts, and 
repeal and amend them, when and where they 
were found from experience to need it, and sepa- 
rate without doing much other business than mak- 
ing the necessary appropriations. 

€ cannot protect our commerce without an 
immense fleet, and I have always been of opin- 
ion that such an one cannot be built, manned, 
aud supported in this country, unless by impres- 
sions or oppressions. You must either impress 
men to man your ships for almost nothing, or you 
must give them such wages to induce them to en- 
ter on board as would oppress the whole nation 
to pay them. In this I differ from many of my 
cea friends and many of my constituents. 
ut I must be permitted to act according to my 
own judgment. I would havea few ships for the 
Mediterranean service. Our Minister should go 
abroad, and return home ina vessel of war—a 
gunboat at least, and not in a trading coffee ship. 

We have been a favored nation in many re- 
spects, and a very unfortunate one in many others. 
For many years past we have been a nation of 
experiments and substitutes. In respect to our 


Navy, we began by building frigates; then we 
got timber to build seventy-fours ; and we have 
gone through every kind and grade, even down to 
gunboats, and all we hear about gunboats now 
is, that it costs us about sixty-four thousand dol- 
lars a year to take care of those that are not in 
use. Now torpedoes are all the rage, the use of 
which is to succeed the necessity of ships or even 
gunboats. 

We began our commercial warfare with non- 
importation, for which we substituted embargo, 
for which we substituted non-intercourse, which 
is agreed by all parties to be very injurious and 
ought to be repealed, and it has been continued 
all Winter, and all the commerce and enterprise 
of the nation suspended for its friends if it has 
any to find another substitute, as it will not by 
any means answer to let this restrictive system 
run out for fear there would be an end to legisla- 
tion on that subject. 

We began by a standing army; then a large 

aper detached army. ‘The present are to be en- 
listed volunteers, to be armed and encamped. 

If you want to add to your army you ought to 
enlist them. If you want militia to do the duty 
assigned them by the Constitution, to enforce your 
laws, quell insurrections, and repel invasion, arm 
them, and they will do their duty. You cannot 
carry the militia out of the United States by the 
Constitution. If the Constitution gives that power 
you would not want a law to that effect, and if it 
does not, any law that you may make will be un- 
constitutional and not binding. But, sir, when- 
ever that time shall come, that we have an army 
of one hundred and ten thousand men at the com- 
mand of a President, and perhaps one of more 
martial ambition than the present, our Constitu- 
tion will gradually lose its virtue, and will only 
answer for us to read and see what we have been. 
I have always belonged to the militia, until ex- 
cused by my age, and stood my chance in the last 
detachments, and have always been ready to per- 
form that duty whenever called upon. My prac- 
tical republicanism never would permit me to 
obtain a travelling title, for the purpose of excus- 
ing myself from that service. But if [ had sup- 
posed that the Constitution could have been so 
construed as to have authorized the detaching 
or impressing the militia for nine months’ regular 
service, and that I could have been, for that length 
of time, encamped at New Orleans, or on the 
snow, in Canada, or before the walls of Quebee, 
it would have put me to thinking very seriously 
at least. 

I have a very serious objection to this army, on 
account of the expense. If the whole of those 
men enlist, their guns, &c. will be worth a mil- 
lion of dollars at least, and if they encamp, the 
twenty days in two years, the pay and rations 
with the tents and camp equipage, with the ex- 
pense of transporting those things, altogether will 
be equal to a dollar a day, for a man, including 
officer and soldier, which will make two millions 
of dollars more. Add to this the expenses of your 
armorers, and the rent of your arsenals, if you 
have five hundred men encamped in a place, you 
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must have two hundred encampments, and as 


many armorers, and arsenals. And if you don’t 
have more, some of the men must travel a great 
distance. These expenses must all be incurred 
by this bill, provided they should never be called 
into actual service. 

We now have but little money, and our revenue 
is for the want of commerce dwindled to almost 
nothing. It is therefore improper, under such 
circumstances, to increase our expenses, which 
will compel us to lay additional duties and bur- 
oa on the people; who already have enough 
to do. 

A few days since, while in my seat, thinking 
how long we had been here, and how little we had 
done, and how much we had cost the nation, m 
attention was called very agreeably to a speec 
of a gentleman on my left, from Virginia, (Mr. 
Eppes, ) describing the great wealth of the United 
States, saying that they had a solid capital of ten 
hundred millions of dollars. This immediately 
raised my spirits very much, thinking if that was 
the case, a few millions of dollars squandered away 
would scarcely be missed: but when I heard that 
gentleman describe this wealth, and inform us 
in what it consisted, and that it was in an un- 
saleable and unproductive wilderness, I must con: 
fess I again felt the necessity of economy. I have 
always been pleased to hear that gentleman; he 
speaks feelingly, and generally with a full knowl- 
edge of the subject; but, as I hope he never has 
been reduced to the necessity of borrowing money, 
he may not know quite as much on that subject 
as some gentlemen who have experienced the ill 
effects of it. 

I presume, sir, that it is on the credit of this 
unproductive wilderness, that we-are to borrow 
money to build and man ships, raise and support 
armies and to carry on war. 

It is with a government,about borrowing money, 
as with an individual. As long as there is ability 
to pay this interest punctually, and the principal in 
a reasonable time, your credit will continue. But 
if you cannot pay the interest, your revenue having 
failed ; if you depend upon borrowing to support 
ee support armies and navies, and 

ave no income to meet those expenses, the stock 
of the United States will soon be below par, and 
your credit is at anend. If we borrow, putting 
a nominal value on our land, as our credit fails, 
our creditors will have some hand in fixing the 
price. The value of this land depends entirely 
upon the commercial prosperity of the United 
States, and it ought not to be sold and sacrificed 
until that prosperity is again restored. If we get 
into war, our floating capital must be had at some 
rate or other to carry it on. Our young men will 
go into the Army and Navy; and, if we cannot 
import foreign manufactures, many of them must 
go into manufacturing establishmants. That in- 
stead of this new land being saleable, it will re- 
duce the value of the land already settled, one half 
at least. And instead of the people making new 
purchases, and settling new countries, those who 
are already in new countries, where there are but 
few inhabitants, will, for the sake of society, and 
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to better their circumstances, move back to resett|e 
the old States, so that this wild land, in such q 
state of things, would be worth but little, fora 
century to come. 

It is with the public, as with an individual, 
who spends his estate at his own valuation. An 
individual puts a value on his estate, and borrows 


money until he gets up to half its value, in his _ 


judgment ; then his creditor undertakes to put on 
his valuation, according to old Hudibras’s mode 
of valuing property, and takes the whole of the es- 
tate for half its value, according to the opinion of 
the owner—and he is at once made a poor man; 
but if an individual has wild land, and wants to 
borrow money, or keep up his credit, it is only to 
add a few dollars or cents to the acre, which adds 
to his nominal wealth and sometimes gives him 
additional credit. 

’ Political and domestic economy are much the 
same. When a man’s income fails him, instead 
of putting a nominal or fictitious value on his es- 
tate, which will deceive himself and his creditors, 
he had better reduce his expenses to his means. 
Our revenue having failed, owing to our restric- 
tions on commerce, instead of increasing our ex- 
penses, which will make it necessary to lay ad- 
ditional duties and burdens on the people, | would 
much sooner retrench our expenses; and instead 
of increasing the duties to warrant this expense, 
I would reduce them on the necessaries of life. 
And instead of spending three millions of dollars 
about the present contemplated army, I would 
reduce the present establishment to a peace estab- 
lishment, at least much sooner than I would add 
to the burdens of the people, or sacrifice our west- 
ern lands. 

The people are much in debt one with another. 
The common farmers of moderate property have 
suffered much, for the last three years. Every- 
thing they have been obliged to buy, has cost them 
nearly double. Imported woollen cloth, which 
commonly costs three dollars per yard, has cost 
them five dollars; and their produce has been 
proportionally low. I would give them a respite 
for a few years, until they should recover, in some 
measure, from what they have suffered for the 
last three years. But I shall be asked, how can 
this be done? Rather than not do it, I would 
pay the interest of the debt, and let the principal 
remain. I can see no use in borrowing money of 
one man to pay another, when he does not want 
his money. If we have all this wealth, why 
should the people be pushed to pay the public 
debt at this time? Our debt is about fifty mil- 
lions of dollars, and if our population should only 
be five millions, at this time, it would be only ten 
dollarsjto each individual. And as our revenue 1s 
derived from consumption of dutiable articles, 
and as that consumption increases with the popu- 
lation, so that as our population increases, our 
ability to pay increases; and if it should amount 
to ten millions in twenty years to come, our rev- 
enue would be increasing all the intermediate time 
to answer the purposes of the Government, and al 
the end of twenty years, our numbers having 
doubled, our ability to pay is doubled—so that 
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each individual’s proportion would be but five 
dollars, being reduced one half without his paying 
one cent—I am therefore, not only against rais- 
ing this army for the purpose of laying additional 
burdens upon the people, but Iam against taxing 
them one cent, directly or indirectly, for the pur- 
pose of paying any of the principal of the present 
debt, when our creditors do not want it. Let 
those who may come on the stage hereafter take 
some of the debt, and bear a small part of the bur- 
den, with the blessings that I hope they may 
inherit. 

Mr. Poinnexter.—The honorable gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. Porrer) who has just 
resumed his seat, has opposed the passage of this 
bill, as altogether defective both in principle and 
detail. I shall endeavor to answer so much of 
his argument, as appears to meat all applicable to 
the subject under consideration. But, sir, before 
I proceed to discuss the question immediately be- 
fore us, permit me to refer to the speech of that 
honorable gentleman, delivered at the opening of 
the present session of Congress. The multiplied 
injuries and insults which we had received, from 
the belligerent Powers of Europe, were narrated 
in language strong and impressive, and the patri- 
otic resentment which they appeared to have ex- 
cited in the bosom of the gentleman kindled al- 
most into a flame of war. The Administration 
was charged with a want of energy, and the nation- 
al embarrassments were attributed to that cause. 
Proclamations and resolutions were denounced 
as inefficient, and inadequate to redress the 
wrongs inflicted on this much injured country ; 
and physical force was recommended as the only 
effectual barrier against future encroachments on 
our rights. It is now proposed to create such a 
force, to place it at the disposal of the President, 
to be used if necessary, in vindicating the rights 
of the nation, and the gentleman from Rhode 
Island is found among those who condemn the 
measure. Can the gentleman reconcile these glar- 
ing contradictions, and inconsistencies? What, 
sir, are the reasons urged against the expediency 
of raising a detachment of volunteers liable to be 
marched beyond the jurisdictional limits of the 
United States? Itis admitted that the militia 
cannot be called out for any other purpose, than 
“to execute the laws of the Union, suppress in- 
surrections, and repel invasion.” Well, sir, we 
are told with great emphasis, that there does not 
exist the most distant danger of invasion either 
from Great Britain or France. The honorable 
gentleman from Rhode Island has said, that “if 
we will let them alone on the land, they will not 
be disposed to disturb us.” And yet gentlemen, 
who reason in this manner, are the advocates of 
that foree only, whose Constitutional duty it is 
to “repel invasion.” Ido not credit the idea, 
that either Great Britain or France will be mad 
enough to invadethis country. They will assail 
us by a predatory war on our commerce, and per- 
haps Great Britain may attempt the demolition 
of our seaport towns, in the event of an open rup- 
ture between the two countries. Of what advan- 
tage then will it be to the nation, to authorize a 





detachment of militia, whose peculiar and limited 
province it is to “repel invasion?” Let me ask 
gentlemen who represent commercial States on 
this floor, whether, if Great Britain should insult 
our flag in every sea, and immolate the whole 
mercantile capital of the United States upon the 
altar of their avarice, sack our cities, and send 
home our Minister, would the people whose in- 
terests they are bound to guard and protect, be 
satisfied with the information that the National 
Legislature had made strong and formidable prep- 
arations to repel invasion? I think not, they 
surely respect themselves too much to sit down 
quietly under injustice and oppression, which 
leads directly to individual ruin, and national 
degradation. Pass the bill on your table and the 
patriotism of the people will carry them beyond 
the confines of our own domicile, into those 
countries where the enemy is vulnerable to their 
arms, and where their bravery will amply retali- 
ate for the wrongs which we receive on the 
ocean. I will now, sir, examine some of the ob- 
jections which are made to the details of this bill. 
It is said, that these volunteers will each be en- 
titled to arms and accoutrements as a bounty for 
their enlistment, which will be lost to the United 
States in case they fail, or refuse to perform the 
service required of them. The gentleman who 
made this objection has certainly omitted to com- 
pare the 5th and 7th sections of the bill, which 
exclude the possibility of such contingency. By 
the 5th section “ wah non-commissioned officer 
and private shall be furnished with a musket and 
other accoutrements required by law, in com- 
plete order, and each musician with a suitable in- 
strument of music.” And the 7th section pro- 
vides that for the safe-keeping and security of the 
arms, accoutrements, and instruments of music 
aforesaid, the commandant of regiment is autho- 
rized and required to designate some convenient 
place of rendezvous, at which an arsenal shall be 
established; that an armorer shall be appointed 
at each arsenal, whose duty it shall be to keep 
these arms, accoutrements and instruments of 
music in good order, ready to be delivered to the 
several companies of volunteers when called out, 
either to be instructed in camp duty and disci- 
pline, or when called into actual service. And 
at the expiration of the time for which such 
volunteers engaged to serve, they shall each be 
entitled to the musket and accoutrements allowed 
by law, on the production of a certificate from 
the commanding officer of his regiment, that he 
has performed the service required by his engage- 
ment. The arms and accoutrements are to be 
retained in the possession of the Government for 
the use of these volunteers when in actual service, 
and so far from being a bounty for enlistment, the 
failure to perform any part of the duty required 
by the engagement will constitute a forfeiture of 
the inchoate right, which each volunteer acquires 
in them. They are given as a reward for extra- 
ordinary services, which must be faithfully per- 
formed before the right is perfected. But it is 
said that these volunteers cannot be compelled to 
fulfil their engagements; and that, when called 
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out to perform camp duty and discipline, they 
will commit depredations on the citizens. I ask, 
sir, what is to compel the ordinary militia of the 
United States to perform the Constitutional du- 
ties incumbent on them, but the respect for the 
constituted authorities and the obedience to law, 
order and good government, which is inseparably 
connected with the character of an American 
citizen? Ihave too much confidence in the honor 
of my countrymen, to believe them capable of 
violating the solemn obligations of an engagement, 
voluntarily entered into, from motives of patriot- 
ism, to resist foreign insult and aggression, at the 
hazard of their lives and fortunes. The man 
who would shrink from the performance of such 
an engagement, would become an outcast from 
society, and be held up to the scorn and derision 
of his former companions. This Government is 
founded on the affections and not on the fears of 
the people. The militia is justly regarded as the 
only safe depositary of the national defence and se- 
curity. Upon them we are to rely in the hour of 
danger; their valor will raise a rampart around 
the Constitution, impenetrable to the shafts of 
foreign or domestic violence. Shall we then 
tolerate the supposition, that men who voluntarily 
step out of the ranks and rally around the stand- 
ard of their country, with a determination to de- 
fend its honor in every extremity and to the re- 
motest regions, cannot be relied on should their 
services be required; that they will trespass on 
the rights of their fellow-citizens, when called 
out to perform camp duty and discipline? Sir, I 
venture to predict, that this corps of volunteers, 
when organized, will teach the gentleman from 
Rhode Island that his speech is a libel on their 
characters, They will evince by a manly, digni- 
fied conduct, that having engaged to defend, they 
will be the last to trample on the rights of their 
countrymen. The gentleman has said that if 
we want a force it should be composed of men 
regularly enlisted and enrolled in the Army. 
standing military force has long been a favorite 
theme with a certain description of politicians in 
the United States. For one I protest against the 
utility of such an establishment. An army com- 
posed of raggamuffins and mercenaries ought not 
to be intrusted with the important duty of main- 
taining unimpaired the independence of a free 
and enlightened nation. Your recruiting officers 
in every quarter of the Union find it impossible 
to enlist a soldier whose circumstances enable 
him to subsist at home. That class of citizens 
whose necessities impel them to seek relief from 
the most abject want, or whose crimes have sunk 
them below the level of the sober, honest, and 
reputable part of the community, are ever ready 
to take refuge in the ranks of a standing army. 
The force proposed to be held in requisition by 
this bill, will be of a very different character. 
The volunteers, whose services may be accepted, 
will be composed of the best blood of our country. 
Men sensible of the wrongs we have received 
from the tyrant of the seas, and bound by every 
tie of interest and affection to the Government 
of their choice; whose first wish it is to transmit 
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to their posterity the blessings of a free Consti- 
tution, will unite in tendering the sacred pledge 
to redress these wrongs and maintain these rights, 
or perish in the attempt. They will not exhaust 
the finances of the country by the receipt of daily 
pay and rations. Their services are reserved for 
an occasion which calls for the energies of the 
nation, and in such a crisis they will bear the 
American eagle in triumph through every scene 
of difficulty and danger. I therefore prefer this 
system to the hacknied one of a regular soldiery, 
calculated to impose unnecessary burdens on the 
people, and to produce no practical beneficial re- 
sult. The gentleman from Rhode Island seems 
to imagine, that in a war of speeches we might 
contend with the world, and that victory would 
be on our side. While I admit the truth of the 
position, I wish it to be understood, that in such 
a warfare great reliance ought to be placed on 
that gentleman and his political friends. In a 
corps of that description, they doubtless would be 
among the first to volunteer and undertake the 
hazardous enterprise of a campaign to the moon, 
under whose gentle influence they would out- 
reason even reason itself; and instead of blood let- 
tingas a cure for national disgrace, the world would 
be amused and instructed with the new theory of 
submission, proved, by arithmetical calculation, 
to be worth fifty per cent. more than embargo, 
non-intercourse, or war. I shall not rival the 
gentleman for the command of sucha detach- 
ment. I wish to organize one of an opposite 
stamp, which, composed of the ardent spirits of 
our country, armed with the sword and the bay- 
onet, and stimulated by the irresistible impulse of 
patriotism, will carry terror and dismay through 
the ranks of theenemy. Sir, l representa portion 
of the United States bordering on the colonies of 
a foreign nation, and I can assure gentlemen that 
we feel niowe of those repulsive sensibilities as to 
the consequences of stepping over the line, which 
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A | have been manifested by those who reside in the 


neighborhood of the colonies of Great Britain in 
America. I would not give a pinch of snuff for 
a force to act within our own limits, should hos- 
tilities commence between the United States and 
the Power to which East and West Florida be- 
long. I wish to touch the enemy where he is 
vulnerable, whether that enemy be Great Britain 
or France, or any other nation. Thisdetachment 
of militia will be but an empty, paper gasconade, 
unless we authorize a part or the whole of them 
to march beyond the jurisdiction of the United 
States. If gentlemen really feel appalled at the 
idea of threatening the invasion of Canada, I hope 
they will derive consolation from the reflection, 
that those who elect the draught will remain as @ 
corps de reserve to “suppress insurrections and 
repel invasions,” respect both the laws and the 
constituted authorities at home, and leave the 
glorious task of vindicating the national honor 
to be performed by men who are willing to sacri- 
fice their lives on the altar of the liberties and in- 
dependence of their country. 

r. Key said he would take the liberty of re- 
minding the gentleman last up that those who 
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live in glass-houses should never throw stones; |enough. How would gentlemen remedy the 
and he did so, because he had charged the gen-| evil? Would they say that Congress should in- 
tleman from Rhode Island with not understand- | flict penalties on the militiaman for not attend- 
ing the bill, when he evidently did not understand | ing to his duty? How would such a penalty be 
it himself. The gentleman from Rhode Island | recovered? Who would collect this fine? Who 
says, that if the volunteers who have arms in | would be the persons to execute thelaw? Why, 
their possession do not come forward, there is no | the officers under the State Governments. Sup- 
part of the bill by which they can be compelled | pose they should decline to carry this provision 
toreturn the arms. The learned delegate says | Into effect. Whois to punish them ? We should 
they are not to be delivered till the service is per- | have been told of its unconstitutionality if any 
formed, and are then to be retained. [Mr. Porn- | such provision had been contained in this bill. 
pexTER said he had stated that these arms were | Aware of this, the committee thought it most ad- 
to be deposited at the arsenal which was to be at | visable, instead of terrifying those men into the 
each place of rendezvous, not to be delivered to service, to persuade them into it. a admit, sir, 
the volunteer for his own disposal until he pro- | that if these volunteers refuse to go into encamp- 
duced a certificate of his having performed the | ment, before they are called into actual service, 
service required by this bill. If there be any- | there is no penalty on them but the penalty of 
thing absurd in that (said he) let the learned gen- dishonor and the loss of the arms they would re- 
tleman from Maryland point it out.) Mr. K. | ceive as bounty. This is deemed sufficient. If 
said, if there was any meaning in language, the | they should be ordered into actual service of the 
volunteers were to receive the arms whenever a United States, they would be compelled to go into 
return should be made of their engagements to | service. We persuade them to go into encamp- 
the Department of War. The bill provided that | ment; ifthey refuse, they lose their pay and bounty, 
immediately on receiving such returnsa sufficient | and are still liable to be called into service; and 
when called into actual service, if they do not go 
they are deserters and liable to the rules and arti- 
cles of war. In thisand this only practicable way 
of securing obedience they would be amply pun- 
| ished for disobedience of the law. 

| It is said that there are contradictions and in- 
| consistencies in these sections. Suppose gentle- 
'men have to read three sections to understand 
If they fail in attendance, however, their arms are | any provision of the bill. It will be but litte 
to “revert” to the United States. This term | trouble,and the result will be that the arms are to 
surely implies a prior possession. There is no be furnished to the volunteers, to be kept in ars- 

| 





and what would be the consequence? The mi- 
litia, as militia, are subject to militia duties. 
When brought into the field they will be subject 
to the rules and articles of war with the modifi- 
cation introduced into this bill; but when they 
are encamped for ten days they are not militia, 
nor yet subjected to the rules and articles of war. 


mode of compelling the return of their arms. | enals for their use,and that they have an inchoate 
The volunteers cannot be forced into the service | right to them, to be perfected at the expiration 
if they choose to leave it. In this situation, then, | of their term of service. It requires no great re- 
if forty or fifty men choose to walk home with search in reading three sections to discover that 
their arms,there is no power to arrest and detain | this will be the effect. : 

them. When the service is performed, whe- But it was said by the gentleman just sat down 
ther it be for ten days or nine months, under | that these soldiers might, after performing five 
certificate of the commanding officer that they | days’ service, and having their muskets in their 
have performed it, they become entitled to the possession, march home without any power to 
arms, holding them in trust till they have per-| restrain them. Will he say that in service it is 
formed thatservice. Mr. K.said he was confident | not competent to send a file of soldiers to take a 
that the learned delegate must admit that they | man when deserting with a musket? When the 
were authorized to have arms as soon as they en- | soldiery are called into encampment or upon pa- 
gage; and, having them, they were at liberty to | rade, will any one say that for disorderly conduct 
walk home with them and could not be prevent- | the soldier may not be put under guard until the 
ed. Friendly to decorum of debate, and hear- | parade isover? Being militia till they are called 


3 ing a gentleman charged with negligence in not ! into actual service, are they not liable to the mi- 


reading the law, Mr. K. said he had thought 'litialaws? The militia laws of the respective 
proper to give his opinion in support of the con- | States would not be competent to compel them 
struction given by the gentleman from Rhode | to goto this encampment—but, when they are 
Island. | paraded under the State officers as militia, I ask 

Mr. Roor said he should not have risen at so | whether they are not bound by the militia laws 
late an hour to address the House, but for some ob- | of the State? I suppose by the militia, laws of 
jections made to the bill as to detail and as to ex- | the State the commanding officer may issue his 
pense, The sixth section of the bill had been at- | warrant for a fine of a few dollars, and have 
lacked by all the artillery of gentlemen, but the | power to confine a delinquent till the fine is paid. 
centre of the column yet stood firm. Gentle- | Will gentlemen say that it is not competent . 
men who appear to be fearful of delegating power | the commanding officers to impose these fines ? 
(said Mr. R.) object to the sixth section because | How are they exempted from the militia laws of 
it does not contain power enough. At one day | the States until called into service? The laws 
it is too strong; the next day it has not strength | of the several States would not perhaps author - 
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ize the officers of volunteers to call these men to | cipline ? The arms will be a portion of the na- 


the place of parade; but when they are paraded, 
there is ample provision fog their punishment for 
neglect of duty, without reference to the partic- 
ular manner in which they came upon parade. 
A gentleman from North Carolina yesterday 
made an objection to the bill, on account of the 
expense which it would involve. If I correctly 
remember, he estimated the expense at two mil- 
lions annually; the gentleman from Rhode Is- 
land to day estimated it at a million and a half. 
These volunteers, if the whole number volun- 
teer, will make 135 regiments. The pay of a 
regiment, estimating the average of service and 
travelling at 12 days, amounts to 1,985 dollars 60 
cents. For a regiment it will require 795 rations 
a day, which for 12 days amounts to 9,540 rations, 
which, at 20 cents each, amounts to 1,908 dollars, 
making for pay and rations for one regiment for 12 
days, 3,893 dollars 60cents. Multiply this by 135, 
the whole number of regiments, and it amounts 
to 525,636 dollars for pay and rations for the 
whole corps fora year. The pay of the briga- 
diers, with their aids, supposing this corps to be 
divided into 34 brigades, will amount to 3,298 dol- 
lars more, making 528,934. There being 135 
regiments, which may be paraded by regiments, 
battalions, or companies, and as in sparse popula- 
tion some may be encamped in smaller bodies 
than regiments, there may perhaps be a necessity 
for 150 armorers. These hundred and fifty at 
100 dollars each, will be 15,000 dollars, making 
in the whole 543,934 dollars. In this estimate I 
have not included the compensation of a Major 
General. Whether such an officer would be de- 
signated by the President, J am not able to say, 
and if he be, it will be very little addition to 
the expense. I have not included camp utensils 
—Idid not feel myself competent to make an 
estimate of their expense, but 1 presume it would 
not be many thousand dollars. Thus, including 
all incidental charges, the expense of the estab- 
lishment certainly could not exceed 600,000 dol- 
lars a year, excepting the arms. This doubled 
will produce 1,200,000 dollars. The bounty to 
2,700 musicians, at 13 dollars each, is 35,100 dol- 
lars. These muskets to be furnished may be es- 
timated ata million of dollars. If the hundred 
thousand should volunteer, there will be only 
about 90,000 stand of arms necessary, as the offi- 
cers and musicians will not require arms. Ad- 
mitting the whole system to be carried into the 
fullest operation, the expense for the two years, 
including arms, will be but about two millions 
two hundred thousand dollars. I find, by the 
Secretary’s estimation for the present year, that 
the expense of our little army is rated at 2,313,- 
928—a larger sum by near 200,000 dollars than 
the expense of this volunteer system in the full- 
est operation for two years. tt will evidently 
then cost less annually by one half than the pres- 
entarmy. Will genttnaen decry this foree, then, 
and resort to the old fashioned mode of getting 
an army, when we could get 100,000 men for half 
the expense of the present army, and, in addition 
to this, arm the militia and instruct them in dis- 
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tion’s wealth after they are distributed as premi- 
ums to the volunteers, and will be avery import- 
ant item in the national strength. These arms 
will be distributed, and a military ambition wil! 
be excited through the body of the nation, and a 
portion of military skill infused. 

There is one further et made by the 
gentleman from Rhode Island. Now it seems 
the detachment is a subject of complaint, and the 
Rhode Islanders to. be draughted are likened to the 
situation of the poor fellows impressed on board 
the floating dungeons of naval Powers. When 
were the gentleman’s sensibilities first awakened 
on this subject? Is the detachment of 80 or 100.- 
000 militia, anything new? Was nota similar 
measure adopted under Washington, Adams, and 
twice under Jefferson? Where does the gentle- 
man find in the bill before us any new imposition 
on the detachment to be draughted, unless it be ma- 
king them liable to serve nine instead of six 
months? The principle of draughting the militia 
is not a new thing, and never till now have | 
heard a complaint of it as arbitrary and tyranni- 
cal. As to the other duties imposed by the bill, 
the persons to perform them voluntarily engage, 
and in that case there can be no oppression. 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill, and determined in the affirmative—yeas 7) 
nays 47, as follows: 

Yxuas—Lemuel J, Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell 
Cobb, Jas. Cochran, Orchard Cook, Jas. Cox, William 
Crawford, John Dawson, Jos. Desha, Wm. Findley, 
Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, 
David 8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hutty, 
Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, William Ken- 
nedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, San- 
uel McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jererniah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mun- 
ford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nichol- 
son, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Pa., John 
Rhea of Tenn., Matthias Richards, John Roane, Eras- 
tus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thos. Sammons, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, John Taylor, 
John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, 
Robert Weakley, Richard Winn, and Robert With- 
erspoon. 

Nars—James Breckenridge, John Campbell, Joho 
C. Chamberlain, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, Joho 
Davenport, jr., William Ely, James Emott, Charles 
Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, William Helms, N:- 
thaniel A. Haven, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward 5. 
Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel 
Macon, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Wil 
liam Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, junior, Ell- 
sha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Daniel Shefiey, Samuel 
Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James 5te- 
phenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
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Taggart, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald 
Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Whea- 
ton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 





Wepnespay, March 21. 


Mr. G. Smita, from the committee appointed, 
on the 25th of January last, on the petition of 
certain collectors, presented a bill for altering the 
times and places for holding the district court in 
the District of Maine; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill to erect 
a light-house at the entrance of Scituate harbor ; 
a stone column on a spit of land at the entrance 
into Boston harbor ; and a beacon on Beach point, 
near Plymouth harbor, in the State of Massachu- 
setts; and a light-house at the entrance of Bayou 
St. John, into Lake Pontchartrain; which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Friday next. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitrep Srares: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress a return of the Militia of the 
United States, as received by the Department of War, 
from the several States and Territories. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Marcu 20, 1810. 


ABSTRACT OF THE RETURNS. 


Years. Total. 

New Hampshire - - : - 1809 24,281 
Massachusetts - - - - 1809 69,553 
Vermont - - - - - 1809 20,439 
Rhode Island - - - - 1808 7,848 
Connecticut - - . : - 1809 20,176 
New York - - - - - 1807 92,554 
New Jersey - - - - - 1809 33,505 
Pennsylvania - - - - 1809 96,467 
Delaware - - - - - 1808 8,579 
Maryland - - - - - 1807 39,047 
Virginia - - - - - 1808 80,863 
North Carolina - . - - 1809 47,922 
South Carolina - - - - 1807 29,604 
Georgia . - . - - 1809 25,088 
Kentucky - - - - - 1809 40,599 
Tennessee - - - : - 1805 16,822 
er | ee 
District of Columbi - - - 1808 2,245 
Mississippi Territory - - - 1807 2,158 
Indiana Territory - - - - 1806 2,067 
Orleans Territory - - - - 1807 5,626 
Louisiana Territory - - «= 1809 2,540 
Michigan Territory - - - 1806 1,028 
Total Militia - - - - 684,335 





The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to pre- 
Vent the issuing of sea-letters, except to certain 


vessels ;” and the same being read, was coneurred 
in by the House. 

The House then proceeded to consider the mod- 
ification of the Senate to their fourth amendment 
to the bill, entitled “ An act providing for the 
third census, or enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States; and the said modification be- 
ing read, was concurred in by the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate concur in the appointment of a 
joint committee to report what business is neces- 
sary to be done in the present session, and when 
it may be expedient to close the same; and have 
accordingly appointed a committee on their part. 


GENERAL WILKINSON. 

Mr. Pearson said his object in now address- 
ing the House was, to introduce to their atten- 
tion a subject interesting to the honor, and inti- 
mately connected with the safety of the nation— 
a subject which had occupied a great portion of 
the public attention, and, if he was not mistaken, 
had excited much public indignation. The reso- 
lution he was about to propose was in relation to 
the conduct of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army of the United States. Gentlemen, said 
Mr. P., are not at this time to be informed that 
suspicions, not light as air, not depending on ordi- 
nary rumor, nor upon common newspaper publi- 
cations, but appearing in a shape infinitely more 
imposing, hang over the head of this officer, and 
the wonder only is, why this subject has been 
permitted to rest uninvestigated so long. It is 
not at present my intention to give any opinion 
as to the truth or fallacy of the charges exhibited 
against this officer, because I conceive it improper 
so to do; for, if an investigation of his conduct 
does take place, it will be conducted by gentle- 
men of this House, and it would be improper to 
prejudge any case on which we are to decide, as 
we are bound to do justice as well to the indi- 
vidual as to our country. The character of a 
soldier has always been dear to me. I have been 
taught to respect the name of soldier ; and when- 
ever I think of it, honor and patriotism associate 
themselves with the idea. But I will take the lib- 
erty of stating that the charges for some time ex- 
isting against the Commander-in-chief have be- 
come more imposing, to my mind, at least, in 
consequence of a publication which came out 
during the last year, in which those charges are 
specially stated, and the evidence with which 
they are supported, illustrated in a manner calcu- 
lated to make an impression on the mind of al- 
most any man. In order that complete justice 
may be rendered to this officer, and to my coun- 
try. I offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the conduct of Brigadier General James Wilkin- 
son, in relation to his having at any time, whilst in the 
service of the United States, corruptly received money 
from the Government of Spain, or its agents, or in re- 
lation to having, during the time aforesaid, been an 
accomplice, or in any way concerned with the agents 
of any foreign Power, or with Aaron Burr, in a project 
against the dominions of the King of Spain, or to dis- 
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member these United States. That the said commit- 
tee inquire generally into the conduct of the said 
James Wilkinson, as Brigadier General of the Army 
of the United States; that the said committee have 
power to send for persons and papers, and compel their 
attendance and production, and that they report the 
result to this House. 

Mr. Pearson said it was not his intention, at 
this time, to agitate the question. He wished it 
to lie on the table a day at least. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The House proceeded to consider the bill pro- 
viding the means to ascertain the title of the bat- 
ture in front of the suburb St. Mary in New 
Orleans. 

Mr. Biss moved to strike out from the word 
“that,” in the second line of the first section of 
the bill, to the end of the said bill, for the pur- 
pose of inserting the following: 

“ That the interest in, or title to, the batture front- 
ing the suburb St. Mary, in the city of New Orleans, 
which may have vested in the United States by the 
treaty of cession between the United States and France, 
concluded at Paris on the 30th of April, 1803, be trans- 
ferred to, and invested in, the corporation of the city of 
New Orleans, so far as to enable said corporation to 
defend any suit or action which may be instituted for 
the recovery of the whole, or any part, of the said bat- 
ture, in any court having competent power and juris- 
diction to hear and determine the same; and, if no such 
suit or action shall be instituted and prosecuted to final 
judgment or decree within years, all individual 
claim, right, or title, to the batture, shall thenceforth 
be forever barred. 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in the 
trial of such suit or action, the jury shall be composed 
of citizens of the Territory, but not of the city of 
Orleans. 

“Sxc.3. And be tt further enacted, That, until such 
trial shall be had, the said batture shall be used and 
enjoyed as a public highway and landing place as well 
by the citizens of the United States as the inhabitants 
of New Orleans, who shall continue to enjoy the same 
right of digging and carrying earth from the said bat- 
ture, which they were accustomed to enjoy under the 
late Spanish Government.” 

Mr. Guo son, desirous to introduce an amend- 
ment different from Mr. Bisp’s, called fora di- 
vision of the question, so as to take the question 
first on striking out, that he might be at liberty 
to move a substitute different from that offered 
by Mr. Biss. 

The motion to strike ont the sections was sup- 

rted at great length by Messrs. Guotson, Love, 

AYLOR, and Macon; and opposed by Messrs. 
Ross, Key, Suerrey, and Boyp. 

_ The House adjourned without taking a ques- 
tion on it. 








Tsurspay, March 22. 


Mr. Raza, from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, presented a bill to establish post 
roads; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Jounson presented a petition of Urbain 
Guillet, on behalf of himself and his associates, 


Batture at New Orleans—National Bank. 
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known by thename of the “Society of La Trappe,” 
resident in the Illinois Territory, praying a con- 
firmation of their title to a certain described tract 
of land in said Territory ; also, for a grant, or 


to be permitted to purchase on a credit of twelve | ; 
years, without interest, a parcel of land adjoining | 


their residence, and to be permitted to locate any 
warrants which they may hereafter be possessed 
of on public lands most convenient to themselves; 
the proceeds of all of which, they state, are to be 
applied to the free education of youth.—Referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

A motion was made by Mr. Eppes, that the 
unfinished business of yesterday be postponed un- 
til to-morrow; and the question being taken there- 
on, it was determined in the negative. 

Ordered, That the unfinished business do lie 
on the table. 

‘I'he House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill making appropria- 
tions for carrying into effect certain Indian trea- 
ties ; and, after some time spent therein, the bill 
was reported with several amendments thereto; 
which were read, and severally concurred in by 
the House. The bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 


NATIONAL BANK. 


Mr. Love moved to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole from the further consideration of 
the resolution relative to the establishment of a 
National Bank. He observed, that the resolution, 
as offered by himself, contemplated a reference of 
it toa select committee, but after it was presented, 
it was so modified by different gentlemen as at 
last to become scarcely intelligible, and was with 
ye assent referred toa Committee of the Whole. 

at at that time a speedy investigation of the 
subject was expected, and he felt no objection to 
discuss the general principles of the measure, but 
so much time had elapsed without a better pros- 
pect of that general discussion, that he was in- 
duced to fear the subject, unless soon acted on, 
might not undergo the examination its very great 
importance merited. 

Mr. L. said it was a subject which could be 
much better presented, and rendered much more 
intelligible by the details of a bill than the most 
laborious argument, and he conceived it was one, 
the relations of which, to the interests of the com- 
munity, had never been sufficiently explored. 
He presumed, he said, to think that it would be 
no difficult matter to organize a bank in such way 
as to render to the public a great share of the ad- 
vantages, which institutions of the kind under 
national patronage had never failed and never 
could fail, to give to the first purchasers of stock, 
and yet leave the capitalists sufficient inducement, 
and perhaps to real capitalists a greater induce- 
ment, to become stockholders, than would in the 
ordinary mode be given them; while the only 
other effect of the plan he had conceived as it 
respected individuals, would be to prevent the 
enormous speculations, which would otherwise 
take place, as had been experienced in the estab- 
lishment of the United States Bank. 
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He could prove that, by the mode of establish- 
ment adopted for that bank, at least $3,000,000 
had gone into the pockets of speculators, very 
many of whom never became stockholders, which 
ought to have gone into the pockets of the peo- 
ple—at the same time that real capitalists and 
permanent stockholders paid fifty per cent. ad- 
vance for their shares. 

He flattered himself that very important im- 
provements might be suggested in the draught of 
a plan for a National Bank, and which would se- 
cure the most important benefits to the public. 
He had no doubt that the most eligible plan which 
could be suggested would be entirely exempt from 
Constitutional objections, and would only add, 
that sufficient inducements might be offered to the 
States to make it their wish to become interested 
in the institution, on principles of general wel- 
fare and common safety, and also from prospects 
of the most substantial pecuniary advantages. 
He added also, that he thought it perfectly prac- 
ticable to present a plan, which, in its effect on 
society, would have the strongest tendency to pre- 
vent the further increase of the numerous private 
associations, which he feared, if they continued to 
increase as they had for several years past, would 

roduce the destruction of everything useful in 
Cabin institutions, and leave us to feel the ef- 
fect of that which was most injurious in them. 
It had become the duty (he said) of the United 
States Legislature to act on the subject. 

Mr. L. hoped the House would discharge the 
Committee of the Whole, and refer the proposi- 
tion to a select committee, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr L’s motion was agreed to, 47 to 28. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY AND NAVY. 
Mr. Ranpo.pd said he wished to submit a mo- 


tion to the House, which was of a nature that, 


would require perhaps, at least justify, some gen- 
eral observations. During his unavoidable ab- 
sence from his duty in the House the present ses- 
sion, Mr. R. said it had been some consolation to 
him to reflect that if he had been unable to par- 
ticipate in any of the measures which the wisdom 
of the Government might have devised to meet 
the necessity of the State, at least those measures 
were not in anywise retarded or impeded by any 
opposition of his. True it is (said he) that at the 
distance at which I was placed from the seat of 
Government, and through the medium through 
which I viewed its measures, it was impossible 
for me to discern anything like a system pursuing 
or about to be pursued by the Government of this 
nation. But this, sir, l attributed tomy own want 
of information, not to the want of decision or 
wisdom in the Government. I flattered myself 
that when I should have reached the seat of Gov- 
ernment, when I should be on the spot, that Ishould 
then at least be enabled to discern a degree of 
something like a regular system of policy per- 
vading the great councils of thenation. But, sir, 
using all the means accessible to me, during the 
time which I have been in Washington, I have 
been unable to detect anything like design, any- 
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thing like concert, anything like a plan to be pur- 
sued by this House in relation to our national 
concerns—lI ought perhaps to say, until this mo- 
ment. But I understand, sir, at length the budget 
has been opened—that a system has been brought 
forward for raising supplies by loans and by ad- 
ditional taxes. It isin relation to this system that 
the motion which I am about to make will stand. 
I had indeed supposed, sir, that when the Govern- 
ment of the United States should get into opera- 
tion at this session, the first act would be (if indeed 
we could not build up) to pull down that which 
every one seemed to acknowledge was inefficient, 
ridiculous, and hurtful—I allude to the celebrated 
non-intercourse law—and I certainly should have 
felt it my duty to submit a motion on that subject 
as soon as I took my seat, if I had not been in- 
formed that a bill was in transiiu between the 
two Houses to effect that object. Why indeed 
the nation should have tolerated this acknowledg- 
ed evil, [have never been enabled to discover. [ 
had supposed that the first step would have been 
to do away the confessed evil, by way of prepar- 
ation for some substantial good. In this, however 

I have been unfortunately mistaken. Whether 
the people of the United States were ever to re- 
trieve that flourishing commerce whieh had been 
so childishly spoiled, Mr. R. said it was not for 
him to undertake to determine. Commerce was 
a delicate, a ticklish thing—and when it had 
formed for itself new channels, like the mighty 
water course, it was difficult indeed to turn it 
back into the old. But, if the commerce of the 
United States was ever to be regained, he would 
venture to say that it would not be brought back 
by the means of additional duties. The embargo 
and non-intercourse—he had almost forgotten to 
mention the non-importation act—had changed 
the habits and feelings and principles of the mer- 
cantile class in this country. As foreseen and 
predicted, a system of smuggling, of illegal trade, 
the most ruinous to the fair trader, the most in- 
jurious to the agricultural interest and destruc- 
tive to the revenue that could be conceived, had 
been organized. A man has nothing to do, said 
Mr. R., but to go into the market, and give a pre- 
mium to have his cotton or tobacco placed in 
Liverpool or London, or to have an assorted car- 
go of prohibited goods placed in any street of 
Baltimore or Philadelphia. Whether these habits 
will ever be checked, it belongs not to me to pre- 
dict—but they certainly will never be checked 
Me high duties operating as a premium on smug- 
gling. 

But it may be said that the nation isin that 
situation in which itis necessary to act, to do 
something. I agree, sir, that it is—although I 
hold it not to be the least of the qualifications of 
a statesman to be apprized when it is necessary 
not to act. A proposition is now in substance— 
and I wish to bring it in form—submitted to this 
nation, whether they will encounter a system of 
additional taxation and loans, or whether they 
will make a reduction in their unprofitable estab- 
lishments. I think, if I have not forgotten, that 


the Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual re- 
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port, has stated, that by an adequate reduction in 
the army and navy, the necessitous state of our 
finances may be relieved. But, perhaps, sir, it 
may be said, shall we, in the present undecided 
state as respects the belligerents of Europe, make 
any movement which shall indicate a disposition 
on our part to submit to those belligerents? Cer- 
tainly not. But, Mr. R. asked, was there any one 
who heard him who seriously thought of war, or 
believed it a relation in which we could be placed? 
He for one did not. War with whom? War 
with France !—Carried on where? By us here, 
and by France in old France ?—For she had no 
Se in our neighborhood. War with Eng- 
and ?—Carried on where? In the hospitals at 
New Orleans? Granting that our situation with 
either of the belligerents was a hostile one, Mr. 
R. said he for one would in that case still be ready 
to accede to his proposition—for he saw no use 
in keeping up an establishment, a costly set of 
tools, which we could not, if we knew how to, use. 
It is possible, however, said Mr. R. that all this 
time I may be under a mistake—that there is a 
system, that there is a plan, that there is a con- 
cert; and indeed if the old maxim be true, ars 
est celare artem, ours must be one of the most re- 
fined systents—it eludes not only sight but touch, 
and would elude even a chemical analysis. I 
would wish toask this House, after all that has been 
said or that can be said on the subject, whether 
we must not—we may make as many wry faces 
as we please—go back to that ground (if it be pos- 
sible to regain it) which we have so childishly 
and wantonly abandoned? We must—we may 
begin upon the system of loans and taxation, but 
the people of the United States will tell us to stop, 
and we must obey. Will the people of the Uni- 
ted States consent to keep up expensive military 
and naval establishments, of the very existence 
of which they are ignorant until they are made 
acquainted with them by burdensome taxes and 
a debt entailed on their posterity—and for what ? 
To what earthly end? If you cannot keep your 
army alive in time of peace, I ask in the name of 
common sense what will you do with them in 
time of war? Is there a man who hears me who 
feels one atom of additional security to his person 
or property from the army of the United States? 
Has it ever been employed to protect the rights 
of person and property ? Has it ever been em- 
ployed but in violation of personal rights and pro- 
perty—in the violation of the writ of habeas cor- 
pesend as a new modern instrument of ejectment? 
ir, go through the country, and put to every free- 
holder in the land this question—Are you willing 
to pay one third more of duty, and an hundre 
r cent. on that third, upon sugar, coffee, and so 
orth, for the sake of the establishment at New 
Orleans?. We may say what we please, sir, but 
that expedition which, until ours, surpassed in 
folly every other expedition ever undertaken—the 
famous expedition of a British army against 
Flushing, where they had an army as well as cli- 
mate to contend against—that expedition, which 
even their own ministry dare not defend, but quar- 
rel amongst each other who shall have the blame 
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of it, was surpassed in disaster by the mortality 
of the American Army. And yet, sir, for this 
shadow, this skeleton—it is indeed a skeleton of 
an army—the people of the United States are to 
submit to loans and taxation. With respect to 
the navy, I say nothing of that. Its exploits are 
already registered in our Journals. And the fact 
of the frigate Philadelphia run ashore on the tai) 
of the Horse Shoe, is the only one in our naval 
annals for several years past. 

With respect to war—we have, thank God! in 
the Atlantic, a fosse wide and deep enough to 
keep off any immediate danger to our territory. 
The belligerents of Europe know, as well as we 
feel, that war is out of the question. No, sir—if 
our preparation was for battle, the state physicians 
have mistaken the state of the patient—we have 
been embargoed and non-intercoursed almost into 
a consumption, and this is not the time for battle, 
If indeed the state was about to undergo inocu- 
lation for the small pox, this reduction would 
have been according to the best medical authori- 
ties. 

Mr. R. said he would therefore submit to the 
House, under these views, the best he had been able 
to take, two distinct propositions in a single reso- 
lution, in order that the House and the people of 
the United States might determine whether they 
would submit to encounter the European system 
of loans and taxes, or whether they would reduce 
establishments, which (to say the best of them 
that could be said) were mere incumbrances. It 
was, he thought, about nine years ago since he 
had the honor of making a similar motion in this 
House, which was the precursor of the abolition 
of the internal taxes. He hoped the motion he 
was now about to make would be the harbinger 
of protection against the system introduced into 
the House yesterday—that at least, if it was 
not the means of taking off taxation, it might 
prove an antidote against it. Mr. R. then moved 
“that the Military and Naval Establishments 
ought to be reduced”—not that he was at all op- 
posed toa reduction in any other article of ex- 
pense. He believed that many other and impor- 
tant reductions might be made in the expenses of 
the Government. The spirit of reform, he said, 
had long slept in this House. He would goas 
far as any man in retrenching expenses, but he 
confessed his object now was to take the bull by 
the horns. He considered these two objects to be 


the great drains and sinks of the public Treasury. 


I do not, said he, profess a better acquaintance 
with the public sentiment than others, but I be- 
lieve, if you were to propound the question to 
every man in the United etatee capable of judg- 
ing, that not merely nineteen-twentieths, but nine 
hundred and ninety-nine hundredths of them— 
always excepting those who draw emoluments 
from these establishments, and their immediate 
connexions, whether in this House or out of 1t— 
the good honest yeomanry of the United States, 
who never saw these things, whose only proof of 
their existence is in the money they call for, would 
say, in God’s name let us have none of them. 

we are to have war, we know that we, the pe0- 
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le of the United States, and not the invalids 
rom the hospitals on the Mississippi, must fight 
the battles. 

The House agreed to consider the motion of 
Mr. Ranpowpu; and the question being stated on 
its passage in the following words: 

“ Resolved, That the Military and Naval Establish- 
ments ought to be reduced :”— 
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as to commerce, sir, does not proceed from our 
acts, but from the injustice of the belligerents, 
who by their decrees and orders ata single blow 
reduced our exports from one hundred and eight 
During the year 
1809 our revenue was about ten millions—during 
the year 1810 it will probably not be more than 
eight. I have, as I before said, no objection to 


Mr. Eppes presumed that the gentleman from meet the question, but the reduction of the Army 
Virginia would not ask of the House to decide will not do away the necessity of additional rev- 


this question ata moment’s warning. 


Ihave. said | enue, because our exports are so much reduced 


he, no onan to refer the resolution to a Com- | that we cannot avoid this year increasing the du- 


mittee 0 
gentlemen on this floor who voted in 1807 for an 
increase of the Army and Naval Establishments, 
can find in the present posture of the affairs of 
this country a sufficient ground to reduce these 
establishments, and at the present moment, when 
perhaps the first gale may bring news which will 
enable us to reduce them with honor—if it is the 
intention of gentlemen thus to stamp themselves 
with the charge of folly for originally increasing 
them, I cannot coincide with them; but if it was 
originally proper to raise this force, there are no 
circurastances which ought at present to induce 
Congress to reduce it. But at the same time, sir, 
Iam far from saying that I do.not believe that 
the Army and Navy may be reduced before the 
end of the present session. It is true that the de- 
ficit in the revenue may be saved by a reduction 
in the Army and Navy; but there is no reason 
why it should be done when every other circum- 
stance forbidsit. There isa bill before the House 
for the increase of duties; it is reported in blank, 
and the ratio of addition will be fixed at the plea- 
sure of the House. It is reported on the prin- 
ciple, which is fair, that those who incur a debt 
should pay it. The deficit of revenue should be 
supplied by those who incurred the expense which 
caused it. I voted for the Army, and shall not be 
deterred from voting money for an object which 
I believed necessary and which I still believe was 
necessary at the time it was adopted. As to the 
present situation of the Army of the United States, 
Iam not acquainted with it, except from private 
letters. No man more than myself deplores the 
situation of thatarmy; and from whatever cause 
ithas proceeded, whoever is to blame, whoever 
is responsible for keeping the troops in a swamp, 
and sacrificing one half of them, I hope will be 
exposed to the public. It may be proper to ob- 
serve that a bill passed this House yesterday for 
organizing a force more congenial to the feelings 
of freemen, which will perhaps much reduce the 
necessity of keeping a military force embodied. 
Sir, Ido not for my part know what course 
will be pursued by Congress at the present ses- 
sion. The gentleman from Virginia seems dis- 
posed to repeal the non-intercourse—and I con- 
sider it perfectly consistent in him to vote against 
it, because he did so when it was passed—it 1s per- 
fectly consistent in him to say that it is ineffi- 
cient, because he has said so before—and that it 
is perfectly consistent in him to reprobate every 
measure taken for four or five years past, because 
he did at the time reprobate them. Our situation 


erenennnse ccemnianiemnali Minas 


the whole House and to discuss it, If | ties, or perhaps for some years to come. One 


reason of the reduction of revenue is, that our 
manufactures have increased so much as to ex- 
clude many foreign articles—nay, so far have 
those manufactures progressed, that samples of 
the manufactures have been sent to England to be 
imitated, and sent to this country to rival our do- 
mestic manufactures. With this view of the de- 
crease of our imports, an additional duty of five 
per cent. on goods paying a duty ad valorem, 
would produce a million; and raising the specific’ 
duties thirty-three and one third per cent. would 
produce two millions, making three millions, the 
supposed amount of the deficit. 

Mr. Ranpotpu said he had no idea of provok- 
ing the discussion which had commenced. He 
was willing to submit his proposition to the same 
committee as had under consideration the gen- 
tleman’s proposition for laying additional duties, 
and let gentlemen take their choice. The great 
difficulty which he felt in speaking in this Hall 
had caused Mr. R. to omit one remark, and that 
was—that if Congress did mean to lay additional 
duties, it would be necessary to keep them on not 
only this year, but many years. Mr. R. said he 
had not expected from the gentleman who is at 
the head of the Committee of Finance in this 
House, such an opinion on the subject of indirect 
taxation as was to be gathered from his observa- 
tions. What would be the effect of laying ad- 
ditional duties for one or two years? The effect 
would be that the articles on which the duty was 
laid would not be imported, because they would 
have to compete in the market with those arti- 
cles already imported free of additional duty, and 
moreover would have to contend against the well- 
grounded expectation that in a short time the 
duty would be taken off. So that instead of get- 
ting revenue you diminish it by laying additional 
duties, because the very articles which are to 
produce revenue will cease to be imported. There 
is no clearer question in finance or even in arith- 
metic than this. 

His colleague had said, Mr. R. observed, that, 
the revenue having diminished, heavier duties 
must be imposed on certain articles—why? Be- 
cause, forsooth, the articles are imported under a 
disadvantage, owing to the increase of our do- 
mestic manufactures. If so, if in order to get 


revenue, higher duties were to be laid on imported 
articles not able to contend in our markets under 
only the present duties, this was altogether a new 
plan to him—it must be of the new school of finance 
—it was altogether incomprehensible. 


With re- 
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Spect to the principle that those who incur debts 


ange to pay them, Mr. R. said he agreed with his 
<0 


eague—and, although he was not one of those 
who incurred the debt, he was one of those who 
were willing to pay it. They would unquestion- 
ably by this system of additional duties destroy 
what revenue was left from duties on imports and 
tonnage. He said he rather suspected his col- 
league had fallen into a smal! mistake, and that 
when he spoke of ad valorem duties on goods 
imported, he ought to have said on articles dutied 
—for under the present regime they did not 


-amount to precisely the same thing—and Mr. R. 
-said if we got back, which he did not know to 


be practicable, to the old system, we should find 


-an increase of revenue, notwithstanding the rival- 
cry of our own manufactures. 


One word more, said Mr. R., and I have done, 


at least for to-day. Among the objects which 
induced me to submit the motion now before the 


House, or at least one which in my mind ought 
to weigh in its favor, is this: that this planting 
our soldiers like so much rice in a swamp. which 
my colleague wishes to see brought to light, and 
in which wish I concur, has had one effect—it 
has given the coup de grace to the recruiting ser- 
vice, which never was a very flourishing branch 
of our home manufacture of a standing army. 
If it be true, as alleged, that dead men tell no tales, 
it must be also true that they can draw no rations. 
But I can demonstrate, however true in common 
sense, that is not true in the Treasury, for there 
never has been an instance of one dollar refunded 
in the Army or Navy for persons not in place, al- 
though the estimate is always made up on the 
supposition that the complement of men is com- 
plete and full. 

My colleague is mistaken, sir. I have not rep- 
robated every measure for five years past. I had 
the honor of proposing some measures—that of 
arming the militia for instance, which was adopt- 
ed, with what grace I will not say. I had the 
honor of proposing others which were subsequent- 
ly adopted when taken up by other gentlemen. 
I might mention the contract bill, the alteration 
of the rules and articles of war—I might go fur- 
ther, but I am not disposed further to trouble the 
House or exhaust myself. 

Mr. Smiie said he was surprised that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia had expected an immediate 
decision of his motion. He could not expect that 
it should be immediately decided. He did not 
regret that it had been brought forward, and he 
did not say what his opinion would be when they 
came to decide on it; but to do it at present, he 
said, would be certainly premature. The obser- 
vations made with respect to the finances, the 
state of the Army, and all that, he considered out 
of the question at present. The subject of the 


state of the Army was besides committed to a 
committee. All these subjects he said he was 
willing to meet at a proper time, but he was not 
going to decide on a motion of so much impor- 
tance as that before the House without due con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Macon said that both the gentlemen from 


Reduction of the Army. 
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Virginia seemed to have given hima left-handed 
touch. In reply toone (Mr. Ranpowps#) he would 
observe that he would never allow that the em. 
bargo was not a wise measure, and he was will. 
ing to discuss it over and over again at any time. 
The other gentleman (Mr. Epres) had spoken 
of the Army. Mr. M. said, he did vote for the 
increase of the army, and in a similar situation 
would do the same again. He had believed that 
the attack on the Chesapeake was as much war 
as the attack on Copenhagen. This had been his 
impression, and this he had stated at the time he 
had voted for an army. He had believed at that 
time that Great Britain meant to follow up her 
blows, and he was prepared to meet her. But, 
since that, an embargo had been laid and then 
substituted by non-intercourse. If the sin of em- 
bargo was on his head he said he should die with 
it. He was willing that this resolution should 
be committed. News might come from Europe 
which would make it necessary to raise money. 
If so, said he, let us do it when it comes; let us 
do what isright under existing circumstances. As 
tothe Army, I never had a doubt of therightof this 
House to inquire into the state of it. It belongs 
to the nation, and not to the Executive. 


Mr. Ranpovpu wished to state that he had giv- 
en his friend from North Carolina too many hon- 
est right-handed touches, ever to give him a left- 
handed one. 


Mr. Eppes said he had no intention to give the 
gentleman a wipe—for it would have been at the 
same time to cast a reflection on himself. It will 
be recollected, said he, that when I voted for the 
Army I took the ground that the embargo must at 
some time be raised, and when it was, that there 
must be war; and I declare that if I had foreseen 
that the establishment would be kept up year after 
year, and that those who raised the troops had 
not enough to use them, I should not have voted 
for them. I never have been for raising stand- 
ing troops in time of peace, and I fear not that 
it will be believed that lam in favor of either a 
standing army or navy in time of peace. Our 
defence depends on the people, but a portion of 
troops were necessary for garrison duty in which 
the militia cannot be employed; and when the 
additional troops were raised, they were consider- 
ed for that object, and it was so stated at the time. 
I voted for them for war, and not for peace; and 
whenever it is decided by the Representatives of 
the nation that they will submit to the decrees of 
Great Britain and France, whenever they repeal 
the non-intercourse, which, whether feeble or 
strong, is the only measure between us and sub- 
mission, I for one will go hard in hand with those 
who will reduce the Army and Navy, and give to 
the people all the advantages which will result 
from what [I shall deem a surrender of their 
rights. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH’s motion to refer his resolution to the same 
Committee of the Whole to whom was commit- 
ted the bill for laying additional duties, and car- 
ried. 
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BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 
The House again resumed the consideration of 


> the bill to provide the means to ascertain the title 


to the batture; Mr. Bise’s motion to strike out all 
but the enacting clause being still under consid- 
eration. 
Messrs. Guoutson, Hotianp, and W. ALsTon, 
supported the motion, and Mr. Fisk opposed it. 
The House adjourned at five o’clock without 
taking the question. 





Frivay, March 23. 


Mr. Sawyer, from the committee appointed on 
the 17th instant. presented a bill to alter the times 


4 of holding the district courts of the United States, 


' for the district of North Carolina; which was 


» read twice, and ordered to lie on the table. 


* Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
mittee of Commerceand Manufactures, presented 
} a bill to allow the benefit of drawback on mer- 


) chandise transported by land conveyance from 


+ Newport to Boston, and from Boston to Newport, 
in like manner as if the same were transported 
coastwise ; which was read twice, and committed 


* to a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 


A motion was made, by Mr. Jonnson, that the 
/ unfinished business of yesterday lie on the table ; 
» and the question being taken thereon, it was de- 


) termined in the negative. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill sent from 
’ this House, entitled “ An act to make public a 
road in Washington county, in the District of 
Columbia,” with amendments; in which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Quincy, from the committee to whom 
was referred the Comptroller’s statement of bal- 
ances remaining unsettled at the Treasury, re- 
ported a bill providing for the more perfect ac- 
_ countability of persons entrusted with public 
moneys. [This bill provides that every public 
agent or other person accountable for public 
' moneys shall render his accounts at least once a 
quarter to the Treasury if he reside within the 
United States, and at least annually if he reside 
_in foreign countries.] Twice read and com- 
- mitted. 

__ Mr. Quincy also made a detailed report in re- 
_ lation to the balances aforesaid ; which was read, 
_and referred to the same Committee of the 
_ Whole. 
The House resolved itself into a committee of 
_ the Whole on the bill authorizing the discharge 
of Phineas Varney from his imprisonment. 
{This is a case of imprisonment for violation 
of the embargo laws. The petitioner was em- 
ployed by Swanton & Davis, of Bath, during the 
embargo, to go on an unlawful voyage, which 
he concluded and paid the proceeds into their 
hands. He was subsequently prosecuted for a 
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violation of the embargo laws, fined $3,000, and 
imprisoned because unable to pay it or procure it 
to be paid.] 

After considerable contest, Messrs. Coox and 
Roor chiefly supporting the bill, the Committee 


reported it to the House, and it was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

An engrossed bill authorizing the discharge of 
John Kerr from his imprisonment, was read the 
third time, and passed. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The House then resumed the consideration 
of the bill providing the means to ascertain the 
title to the batture in front of the suburb of St. 
Mary, in New Orleans. 

Mr. Bige’s motion to strike out, yet under 
consideration— 

Mr. Suerrey read an amendment, which, if 
the motion for striking out was agreed to, he 
should propose. The amendment proposes the 
appointment of three commissioners, whose de- 
cision on the title is to be reported to Congress on 
or before the first day of January next, and to be 
valid and final, unless reversed by Congress be- 
fore the 4th day of March succeeding. 

Mr. S. supported his amendment by some re- 
marks. 

Mr. W. Atston and Mr. Ruea spoke gener- 
ally against the bill. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Dawson to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill to 
Monday next, and carried. 





Satourpay, March 24. 


A motion was made by Mr. Nexson, that the 
House do now adjourn ; and the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 28, nays 29. 

Another motion was then made, by Mr. Joun- 
SON, that the House do now adjourn; and the 
question being taken thereon, it was determined 
in the negative—yeas 27, nays 49. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the relief of John Minor, ad- 
ministrator of Reuben Minor; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Friday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill concerning invalid pen- 
sioners; the bill was reported, with several amend- 
ments thereto. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for 
carrying into effect certain Indian treaties, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Another engrossed bill authorizing the discharge 
of Phineas Varney from his imprisonment, was 
read the third time. 

A motion was made by Mr. TaLtmapee, that 
the said bill be postponed indefinitely: And the 
question being taken thereon, it was determined in 
the negative. The question was then taken that 
the said bill do pass, and resolved in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 60, nays 50, as follows: 

Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, junior, 
Ezekiel Bacon, James Breckenridge, William A. Bur- 
well, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard 
Cook, Richard Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, John Daven- 
port, jun., William Findley, Gideon Gardner, Thomas 
R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
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Haven, Daniel Heister, James Holland, Richard Jack- 
son, junior, Robert Jenkins, Richard M. Johnson, Wal- 
ter Jones, William Kennedy, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Wn. Milnor, John Montgomery, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, Thos. Newbold, John Nicholson, 
Timothy Pitkin, jr., Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, Erastus Root, Samuel Shaw, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Sam- 
uel Taggart, John Thompson, Charles Turner, junior, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Robert 
Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James 
Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, William Butler, Martin Chittenden, 
Matthew Clay, James Cox, William Crawford, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, 
Meshack Franklin, David 8S. Garland, Thomas Ghol- 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, William Helms, Benjamin 
Howard, Philip B. Key, Joseph Lewis, junior, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newton, Benjamin Pickman, jun., John Rea of 
Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Rich- 
ards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammous, 
Adam Seybert, Henry Southard, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, 
George M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, and Robert With- 
erspoon. 


than one could prove that he could blow upa 
ship-of-the-line by blowing up an egg-shell. Mr. 
Q. said his wish was, if Congress were to go to 
the expense proposed, that they should do it like 
























therefore, moved to amend the bill by adding a 
section to this effect: 

“ And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Navy to cause all such 
obstacles to the success of the proposed experiment to 
be interposed as men experienced in naval affairs may 
suggest, and as enemies engaged in actual hostility 
would be likely to invent, so far as the same is practi- 
cable, without endangering the life of any citizen: 
Provided, always, That, in the selection or prepara. 
tion of such vessel, or in its position and management, 
in the course of such experiment, or over the mode, or 
the particulars of the resistance to the success of the 
experiment above-mentiened, the Torpedo inventor, 
and those acting under his direction or authority, shal! 
not have any control or authority whatsoever, but, in 
all respects, the said Torpedo inventor shall be prohib- 
ited from every other communication with such vessel, 
or interference with her management, except such as 
in actual hostility, might be attainable.” 


This amendment was opposed by Messrs. Mc- 
Ki, Lyon, and Hottanp, on the ground that the 
obstacles to the experiment would be interposed 
without giving the inventor an opportunity of 
repelling them; that if such extensive means 
were made use of to interpose obstacles, the same 
would be requisite to repel them, and a greater 
expense would be involved than this appropria- 
tion would cover. 


Mr. Quiney replied that no foree need be ap- 
plied or expense incurred but that of booms or 
ropes thrown over the side to keep the torpedoes 
from the vessel. 

Mr. Quincy’s amendment was negatived 5! 
to 39. 

Mr. Lyon moved the following amendment, 
which was agreed to: “ Provided that the Secre- 
tary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed to 
report to Congress the result of the experiment, 
with his opinion thereon.” 

Mr. Hace moved an amendment to this effect: 
“Provided, that the Secretary of the Navy be 
‘ directed to receive a sufficient crew on board to 
‘ defend said vessel from the effects of the torpe- 
‘do experiment, if a sufficient number of meno 
* will volunteer for that purpose.” 

Mr. Saivie declared if the gentleman himse!! 
would take the command of the vessel and raise 
the volunteers, that he would not object to the 
amendment. 

Mr. Hate’s amendment was lost, yeas 30. 

The Committee rose and reported the bill. 

Mr. Quincy renewed the amendment he had 
proposed in Committee. He said he wished to 
put it on record that he had done all he could to 
prevent the public money from being expended 
on frivolous and unsatisfactory experiments, 
merely to afford amusement to those who were 
to witness it. 

Mr. Guouson said he had no objection to the 


TORPEDO EXPERIMENT. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill appropriating a sum for 
making an experiment on the practical utility of 
the Torpedo or submarine nt mt 

Mr. Lyon expressed a hope that the bill would 
pass. He wished that atrial might be made of 
this invention that promised so much. He hoped 
the House would not be influenced against it by 
laughter; they had got over the worst of it now 
the bill had been received from the Senate, and 
he hoped after going so far that they would go 
through with it. 

Mr. Livermore said that as the non-intercourse 
law was yet in existence, and as gentlemen de- 
clared they would not repeal it without a substi- 
tute, as that substitute had not been proposed in 
this House, this bill from the Senate perhaps was 
the substitute. If so, he should be very ready to 
give $5,000 for so desirable an object; and al- 
though he had heretofore opposed the bill, he 
felt disposed under this belief to withdraw his 
Opposition. 

r. Quincy said that if it was intended to 
make an experiment, he wished it might be made 
in such a way as to give satisfaction. No one 
doubted that a vessel could be blown up with 
gunpowder; but in all experiments made, and to 
be made made, the vessel which was the subject 
of the experiment was placed under the control 
of the inventor, and just where he wished it. 
The vessel employed for the purpose might not 
be seaworthy, and if so, the blowing her up would 
be no proof that the same force applied to a ship- 
of-the-line would have the same effect, any more 


men who understood the object proposed, and | 
were desirous of a satisfactory experiment. He, | 
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amendment, for he thought it included no more 
than the Secretary of the Navy would do of his 
own accord, if the bill passed as it now stood. 

Mr. Lyon made some observations against the 
amendment. He said, if it was agreed to, he 
should be for voting a larger sum, and for voting 
annually a sum, to be deducted from the expen- 
ses of the Navy, till the utility or inutility of the 
invention was ascertained. 

Mr. Quincy’s motion was negatived—yeas 45, 
nays 58, as follows: 

Yras—Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Howell 
Cobb, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., William 
Ely, James Emott, Thomas Gholson, Charles Golds- 
borough, Willliam Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel 
Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, 
Walter Jones, Herman Knickerbacker, Vincent Mat- 
thews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, William 
Milnor, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Thomas Sammons, 
Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Jacob 
Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, Jabez Upham, Nicho- 
las Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and 
James Wilson. 

Nars— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Adam Boyd, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, James 
Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Craw- 
ford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, John 
W. Eppes, Wm. Findley, Meshack Franklin, Gideon 
Gardner, David 8. Garland, Peterson Goodwyn, James 
Holland, Richard M. Johnson, Wm. Kennedy, Mat- 
thew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Alexander 
McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thos. 
Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Lemuel Saw- 
yer, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, John Taylor, John Thomp- 
son, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Richard 
Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading, 
yeas 63, and was ordered to be read a third 
time to-day. 

The bill was then read a third time. 

la Dana commenced a speech against the 
bill— 

Before he concluded, a motion was made to 
adjourn, and carried. 






















Monpay, March 26. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to alter and amend the act, entitled ‘ An act 
fixing the Military Peace Establishment of the 
United States ;” to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole, on the bill for the relief of Tristram 
Hussey. 


Mr. Pinkney’s Letter. 












The bill was reported with an amend- 
ment; which was read, and concurred in by the 


H. or R. 





House. And the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read the third time to-morrow. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole, on the bill for the relief of the infirm, 
disabled, and superannuated officers and soldiers of 
the late and of the present Army of the United 
States; and, after some time spent therein, the 
bill was reported with amendments, which were 
read, and concurred in by the House. 
bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Wednesday next. 


And the 


On motion of Mr. Mumrorp, 
Resolved, That the President of the United 


States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
House such information as he may have received 
touching the impressment of American seamen, 
which has been communicated to the Department 
of State since the last report made to the Senate 
in virtue of a resolution of that body bearing date 
the 30th of November 1807. 


Messrs. Mumrorpb and Seaver were appointed 


a committee to present the said resolution to the 
President of the United States. , 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 


ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to make public a road in Washington county, in 
the District of Columbia ;” and the same being 
read, were concurred in by the House. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 


act to alter and amend the act, entitled ‘ An act 
fixing the Military Peace Establishment of the 
United States,” was read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 


MR. PINKNEY’S LETTER. 
A motion was made by Mr. Livermore, that 


the House do come to the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be laid before this House a 
copy of any letters, or despatches, which may have 
been received in the Department of State, and do not 
require secrecy, from Mr. Pinkney, our Minister at the 


Court of London, since his receipt of the letter of the 


23d of November, 1809, from the Secretary of State, 
communicated to this House by the President, on the 


29th of said month. 


Mr. Smiuie said he saw what was intended by 
the mover of the resolution. It was wished that 
the House would deny the call. It had already 
been denied in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Cook wished the resolution to pass. He 
said it would be inferred from a refusal to pass it, 
that there had been no such letter, or that it was 
not of the purport which it was said to be. It 
might be an unoffical without being a confidential 
letter. Whether it was confidential or not, some 
answer would be received. 

Mr. Livermore said that he had been told by 
gentleman in conversation that information had 
been received by the Secretary of State that the 
doings of the British Minister here were disap- 
proved by his Government, and that a new Min- 
ister would be sent out. If this was the fact, it 
was very important that the House should know 
it. The gentleman from Pennsylvania seemed 
to suppose that the mover wished the resolution 
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not to be adopted. How in the name of common 
sense or candor, Mr. L. asked, could it be supposed 
that the resolution was introduced for the purpose 
of being rejected? He said it gave him happiness 
that he should make any motion for the good of 
his country, which should be advocated by a gen- 
tleman who was so influential, from the powers 
of his eloquence, from his standing in society, and 
other considerations, as his colleague (Mr. Cook.) 
Mr. L. said he had some time ago expressed the 
satisfaction he felt in anticipating that he should 
be in the majority before the end of the present 
session ; and he should be glad to find himself in 
that predicament in relation to this resolution. 

Mr. Van Dyke said he had heard it said that 
a letter had been received by the Secretary of 
State going to this object; that, notwithstanding 
the dismission of Mr. Jackson, the British Gov- 
ernment retained an amicable disposition, that 
Mr. Jackson’s conduct was disapproved, that he 
would be recalled, and that another Minister 
would be sent. A motion had been submitted to 
reduce the Army and Navy—was it not proper, 
previous toa decision on this motion, to know 
what was the situation of affairs? And if such 
a letter was in existence, ought not the Represen- 
or of the people to have it for their informa- 
tion 

Mr. McKim said he had not seen the letter, but he 
had understood the purport of it, he believed, cor- 
rectly, and satisfactorily to himself. Others might 
not have had the same satisfactory account, and 
he had no objection that it should go to the pub- 
lic. It could not be got except called for, being 
an unofficial letter, because it would be indecorous 
in the President to submit it to the House with- 
out a call. 

Mr. Dana was not disposed to call upon the 
President to violate private confidence. He did 
not imagine, where the President, or Secretary 
of State, in their private capacity, received let- 
ters as private gentlemen, that the House could 
call for them. But if information from a public 
Minister as to the manner in which he had done 
his public duty had been received in a letter at 
the Benevunent of State, it was an abuse of terms 
to call ita private letter. And if such a letter 
an been received, he was decidedly for calling 
or it. 

Mr. Bassett said he had at first view been 
opposed to the resolution. conceiving it to pro- 

ose going a step further than they had ever gone 
fore. But on reflection he conceived that the 
letter in question stood much in the same relation 
as other papers that had been heretofore called 
for by the House, and he should therefore vote for 
the resolution. 

Mr. Burwetvsaid he had not seen the letter or 
any extract from it; but,as far as he understood 
its character, it was a letter intended more to give 
the Government of the United States an idea of 
the temper and disposition of some officers of the 
British Government than to make any statement 
of facts. It stated a conversation with a leading 
member of the British Ministry, in which he had 
expressed himself disposed to continue friendly 
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intercourse with this country, and stated that no- 
thing which had occurred would alter the exist- 
ing relations. However important this informa- 
tion, it formed no ground on which the House 
could act; and he was therefore opposed to call- 
ing for it, more especially when the next arrival 
from England would srobably bring some official 
act of the British Government which would de- 
cidedly indicate its disposition. 

Mr. Lyon said that this private letter, which 
had been made so public, reminded him of a sign 
he had seen of “ private entertainment ;” so pri- 
vate, that it was advertised by asign. He was 
for the resolution. 

Mr. Mumrorp hoped the House would call for 
this information and all other interesting to the 
people. As they were to fight all and pay all, he 
wished them to know all. He proposed to add 
to the resolution an amendment calling for an 
account of the impressment of American seamen, 
of whom he had understood six hundred were 
now annually impressed. Mr. M. however waived 
this proposition for the present. 

Mr. Cook said he felt more inclined now than 
at first to call for this letter for several reasons, 
one of which was, his great reliance on the un- 
derstanding and great powers of mind of his col. 
league over the way (Mr. Livermore) who had 
thought proper to offer the motion. The gentle- 
men was sosuccessful,and generally interested the 
House so much, his conduct was generally char- 
acterized by so much propriety, that he hoped his 
motion would be adopted. 

Mr. Go_psBorovueu protested against the prac- 
tice of attributing improper motives to those who 
made propositions of this kind; for a sufficient 
motive to induce the House to pass the resolution 
would be found in the evident propriety of having 
before them all accessible information on the sub- 
ject of our foreign relations. 

After some further conversation, 

Mr. Lyon moved to amend the resolution by 
adding, after the word “State,” the words “or 
Secretary thereof.”—Negatived, ayes 30. 

The resolution was passed—yeas 109, nays 14, 
as follows: 

Yras—Lemuel J. Alston, William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Daniel 
Blaisdell, Jas. Breckenridge, John Brown, Robt. Brown, 
Wn. Butler, Jos. Calhoun, Wm. Chamberlin, Epaph- 
roditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard 
Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., Joseph Desha, 
William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Jona- 
than Fisk, Meshack Franklin, BarzillaiGannett, Gideon 
Gardner, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Charles 
Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, 
Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, William Helms, Benjamin Howard, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, 
jun., Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Joseph Lewis, 
junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Alex- 
ander McKim, William Milnor, John Montgomery, 


my 


Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. 
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Mumford, Thos. Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph Pear- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Peter 
B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Ran- 
dolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dan- 
iel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, John Taylor, 
John Thompson, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 


’ junior, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald 


Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weak- 
ley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wil- 


| son, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nars—Willis Alston, junior, Adam Boyd, William 


} A. Burwell, John Dawson, James Holland, Richard 


M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Samuel McKee, Pleasant 


_ M. Miller, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger 


Nelson, John Porter, and Robert Whitehill. 

Mr. Livermore and Mr. Roor were appointed 
a committee to wait on the President with the 
resolution. 


TORPEDO EXPERIMENT. 


The bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
pose of making an experiment on the practical 
use of the torpedo, or submarine explosion, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Dana said that the question now before the 
House did not relate to any degree of reputation 
which any individual might claim for any inven- 
tion, nor to any interest he might have in any 
discovery he had made. The question was, whe- 
ther this proposition now appeared before the 
House under such circumstances that they should 
step out of the ordinary course of encouragement, 
given by law to inventors, to provide the means 
of making an experiment at the public expense. 
This, Mr. D. said, was the simple inquiry to be 
made ; and, however eminent or distinguished in 
the walks of science, or however irradiated by 
the splendor of genius, it belonged to no individ- 
ual to demand of the Legislature that they should 
adopt any system previous to its utility being as- 
certained. No individual] could arrogate it to 
himself; and, when any individual pressed him- 
self upon the Legislature, it was a question whe- 
ther this experiment was worthy to be made; 
whether the invention promised any possible good 
worthy of this experiment. 

Mr. D. said he had no wish to detain the 
House, but he had really doubted, for himself, 
whether, with the views he entertained on this 
subject, it was compatible with the respect due 
to the House to withhold some of the sentiments 
which occurred to him in opposition to this bill. 
In every instance in which a sum of money had 
heretofore been appropriated to encourage inven- 
tions, it had been for some object admitted to be 
of value, for something intended to be of use, and 
which, prior to making the appropriation in rela- 
tion to it, had been, in a degree, examined. This, 
however, was a thing, which, on the face of it, 


appropriated a sum of money for the purpose of 
making experiments to ascertain the use of the! 
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invention. It was therefore, perhaps, the first ap- 
propriation of the kind ever proposed. 

Mr. D. said he did not perceive that any ex- 
periment could be made, in time of peace, to as- 
certain this thing, so as to decide the question of 
the practical use of the torpedo; for, with respect 
to every question stated in the publication laid 
on the table, with respect to any principle which 
the inventor proposed to establish by any specific 
experiment, with respect to any question which 
related to natural agents or their physical effect, 
he thought it proper to admit the whole. 

In the first place, Mr. D. said that he admitted 
that the explosive force of gunpowder, placed at 
the keel, might destroy any ship. Another thing 
he would admit, that a person might deposite 
powder in a metallic case, which should remain 
under water; that the case might be made water- 
tight, and that the clock-work contained in it 
might be putin motion. He would admit, also, 
that this machine might be balanced so that its 
gravity should be nearly equal to that of the 
water ; that the action of the current or tide might 
bear such a magazine, so specifically apportioned, 
beneath the bottom of the vessel. 

But, when all these things were admitted, Mr. 
Dana said that he did not perceive that any one 
point was gained as, respected the object of the 
experiment, for it must be considered that all this 
experiment could only go to decide the action of 
natural physical powers, where the efforts of ge- 
nius were not combined. 

As respects the whole of the thing itself, as far 
as I understand it, 1 perceive nothing new in it, 
I do not conceive that, on this subject, there is 
anything very novel in point of principle. There 
may be something in the modification of it; but, 
as respects the main principle, there is nothing 
new. The idea was started during the war of 
the American Revolution, and various experi- 
ments were made on it. The Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army of the United States, at that 
time, was not, as I have understood, impressed 
himself with much confidence in the experiment. 
But a gentleman of his family, and an officer of 
his Army, who had more confidence in it, made 
the experiment; and, ultimately, the experiment 
was pretty much given up. 

As he did not speak at random, Mr. D. asked 
leave to call the attention of the House to the 
principles of the invention of David Bushnell, of 
Connecticut. [Mr. D. here read, from the Phi- 
losophical Transactions, an account of a machine 
invented by Mr. Bushnell, in many respects simi- 
lar to that invented by Mr. Fulton. } 


The principal difference between these two in- 
ventions, Mr. D. said, appeared to be in the mode 
of conveying the machine to the keel of the ship. 
The plan of Mr. Fulton was, instead of convey- 
ing it by means of a diving-boat, to convey it by 
the action of the current to the place where it 
was to operate. To do this he proposed two 
modes. As respected the first, the action of the 
current on the torpedo placed obliquely, Mr. D. 
said he had no doubt. It was the principle on 
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which the helmsman steers his ship, and the sea- 
man manages his sails; the principle on which 
boats are made to pass ferries by the oblique ac- 
tion of the current. As respected the second 
mode, the use of the harpoon-gun, there was no 
novelty in that certainly. It had been used in 
Europe in the whale fishery, where they were not 
trained in this species of fishing so as to produce 
dexterity in throwing the harpoon. Premiums 
had been given, and attempts made to discharge 
a harpoon with a ring and rope attached to it, at 
the distance of ten fathoms, which was a greater 
distance than the most experienced and skilful 
could strike with effect. 

The question which Mr. D. said he proposed, 
was, whether obstacles could not be interposed 
by naval men. As respected firing the harpoon- 
gun, he should suppose it a want of skill or atten- 
tion in the experiment if it failed to take effect. 
That a harpoon might be fired into a vessel, that 
the torpedo would go under her, and that a ves- 
sel which could be bought for $5,000, might be 
blown up in this way, he had nodoubt; but when 
all this is done, what does it ascertain? As re- 
ane making a torpedo, any person who is in 
the neighborhood of a good gun and locksmith, 
and has good powder, can construct one. Mr. D. 
said he did not see the necessity of spending this 
sum of money rather for amusement than for 
anything else. He did not see the necessity of 
it, because he did not perceive any one thing to 
be learnt from an experiment. He was, there- 
fore against the bill. 


Mr. Lyon said that the gentleman from Con- | 


necticut had shown his own conviction of the 
utility of torpedoes, and it would be worth while 
to give five thousand dollars to establish the same 
conviction in others. If I had the twentieth part 
of the certainty on the subject which that gentle- 
man has, said Mr. L., I should not vote for the 
experiment. I have no desire, in voting for any- 
thing of this kind, to give up any other kind of 
defence. 1 know it is all important in us to de- 
fend our ports and harbors. If it was not for our 
extensive seacoast, I should not be so extremely 
averse to going to war: I would leave ro means 
untried to protect this seacoast. However little 
the hope might be, if there was the least thing to 
hang hope on, I would give $5,000 for the experi- 
ment. have voted for the highest sum ever 
' called for for the defence of New York; but still, 
when I look to the steeples of the fine churches, 
and to the banks, &c., of that city, exposed as it 
is and must be, 1 am struck with horror. Not- 
withstanding all the exertions which have ever 
been made for them, they must still be insecure. 
If $5,000 would carry conviction as far on the 
rest of the House as with the gentleman from 
Connecticut, the money would be well laid out 
to enable us to go on with a further experiment 
of this plan. 

The gentleman from Connecticut read a long 
history of the torpedo experiment made many 
years ago. I believe, sir, Mr. Fulton has but lit- 
tle merit in originating the thing. Let gentle- 
men recollect what an alarm this thing made, 


and how uneasy the British were during the Rey. 
olutionary war, till they thought they had got riq 
of these machines. I cannot forget the alarm 
which they excited, and will take the liberty to 
quote Hopkinson on the subject, who was a wit- 
ness to the transaction : 
“ T'was early day, as poets say, 
Just when the sun was rising, 
A soldier stood on log of wood, 
And saw a sight surprising. 


“As in amaze he stood to gaze, 
The truth can’t be denied, sir, 
He spied a score of kegs or more, 

Come floating down the tide, sir. 


“A sailor, too, in jerkin blue, 
The strange appearance viewing, 
First damn’d his eyes, in great surprise, 
Then said— some mischief’s brewing.’ 


“These kegs now hold the rebels bold, 
Pack’d up like pickled herring, 

And they’re come down, t’attack the town 
In this new way of ferry’ng. 


“The soldier flew; the sailor too, 
And, scar’d almost to death, sir, 

Wore out their shoes to spread the news, 
And ran till out of breath, sir. 


“ Now up and down, throughout the town, 
Most frantic scenes were acted ; 

And some ran here, and some ran there, 
Like men almost distracted. 


“ Some fire cried, which some denied, 
But said the earth had quaked ; 
And girls and boys, with hideous noise, 
Ran through the town half naked.” &c. &c. 


If a parcel of kegs, in those days, alarmed them 
so much, what will Fulton’s torpedoes do now? 

Mr. McKim said, that what had fallen from 
the gentleman from Connecticut bad operated 
powerfully on his mind to satisfy him of the pro- 

riety of the appropriation. He says, observed 
Mr. McK., that he has no doubt they will pro- 
duce the desired effect. Now, sir, when I am in- 
formed, from so respectable a source, of their 
effect when properly placed under the ship, I am 
induced to vote for this appropriation. if one of 
these machines in an hundred should take effect, 
the object would be perfectly gained. If we could 
only blow up one or two in a squadron, we should 
not hereafter be disturbed by British squadrons 
in our waters. I| have listened with great pleas- 
ure to the lecture of the gentleman on pneumat- 
ics, hydraulics, &c., for 1 know not where I could 
have derived so much information as from that 
gentleman, and I take the opportunity of return- 
ing my thanks to him. 

Mr. Fisk said he was against the bill, but from 
different reasons than other gentlemen were. 
do believe, said he, that in some cases, the an- 
chored torpedoes may be effectual; but I do not 
believe that anything to result from this bill will 
be of service to the country. I do not entertain 
any doubt that a vessel may be blown up. The 
explosion will take place, the wreck will be left 
in the bed of the river, and it may cost $5.000 to 
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raise it, or it may remain as an obstacle to the 
invasion of the capital. If Congress are at this 
time seriously to resort to the torpedo system of 
defence, let us do it in a more serious manner; 
let us maké a respectable provision to purchase 
torpedo munition, and create a torpedo corps un- 
der certain regulations. We have got military 
and naval armaments; let us make a torpedo 
armament. At the same time, it was but justice 
to the inventor to say, that he considered the an- 
chored torpedo as a very useful invention. Mr. 
F. moved to recommit the bill, to inquire into the 
propriety of appropriating such a sum of money 
as the Secretary of the Navy should deem ade- 
quate to the object, for the sum proposed cer- 
tainly was not. 

Mr. Quiney said he agreed with the gentleman 
from New York in his opposition to the bill, be- 
cause, if a fair experiment was intended, the ap- 
propriation was totally insufficient. This morn- 
ing, in a conversation with the Secretary of the 
Navy, I understood that this sum will not enable 
a vessel to be placed in that situation which will 
give a fair experiment. If we pass this bill, it 
will be utterly useless to the purpose proposed. 
If the object be to have gentlemen who never 
saw such a thing gratified with an explosion, that 
object will be attained, but no other. Let us 
have an estimate from the Secretary of the Navy 
of the probable expense, or the whole sum appro- 
priated may be lost, and the law will prove ut- 
terly disgraceful to those who passed it. 

r. Houuanp said he had understood, from the 
torpedo inventor himself, that $5,000 would be 
amply sufficient, 

Mr. Dana said he had no belief that any ves- 
sel could be purchased for five thousand dollars, 
on which a sufficient experiment could be made. 
He conceived that the experiment could only be 
made in hostile operations. We are told that these 
torpedoes would destroy the navy in the British 
Channel. Do we doubt the inveteracy of the 
French hatred of the British navy, when it has 
existed so many years? If this invention would 
command the British Channel—and millions are 
but dust in the balance for this object—to enable 
Bonaparte to strike at the British soil, why has 
not the invention been patronized by France? It 
has been rejected by France, and rejected by Eng- 
land after an expense of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars—and now are we to take it up? It is 
as a stationary resistance to be made toa naval 
force where there are fortresses also, that the tor- 
pedo may be made use of. if they can be used at 
all; where chains, or chevaux-de-frises, are made 
use of, it may be used as auxiliary to other aids 
in terrifying theenemy. As to setting these ma- 
chines afloat, firing harpoons into vessels, caleu- 
lating the chance of boats getting away when a 
single shot may send them to the bottom, I have 
no opinion of it at all. 

Mr. Lyon said he should not vote for reeom- 
mitment, not that he had not rather that ten thou- 
sand dollars were appropriated than five thou- 
sand; but the House had the Senate’s opinion on 


that point before them. He agreed with gentle- 


offered in favor of it. 





men entirely, that there never could be a com- 
plete experiment until time of war. But that was 


no reason why we should not, before war came, 


be in a fair state to try the experiment in war. 


Mr. Fisk said he had not seen the experiment 


which had been made at New York, but he had 
conversed with hundreds who had. He had no 
doubt but the invention might be useful, but how 
was its utility to be ascertained, unless in the ves- 
sel to be attacked there was a crew prepared to 
resist the approach of the boats, or prevent the 
operation of the torpedo? The nation would be no 
more convinced of their utility after an expendi- 
ture of five thousand dollars than they now are. 
It is because I have confidence in the effect of an- 
chored torpedoes, that I am for recommitting the 
bill. 
monstrate nothing but the expenditure of money. 
I am for making an actual experiment on an ene- 
my’s vessel. 
is a very different thing from attacking an old 
hulk, perfectly at the disposal of the projectors. 
If we were to pass a bill constructing a torpedo 
corps, and offering a bounty on every ship blown 
up, it would be much better calculated to make 
an impression of our seriousness than this bill. 


By passing the bill as it is, we shall de- 


To attack a well-manned frigate, 


Mr. Tatumanee said that, having been absent 


from the House at the time this bill was first in- 


troduced, he knew not what arguments had been 
He said he was always 
already to encourage inventions, &c., but when a 
measure was presented which had no novelty in 
it, he could not be satisfied to give a silent vote 
on the bill for encouraging it. 

My honorable colleague stated fairly the prin- 
ciples on which the submarine boat was con- 
structed ; and I believe, said Mr. T., that there is 
no gentleman in this House who doubts the power 
of gunpowder, placed under the bottom of a ves- 
sel, to destroy it. I have seen it tried during the 
war in a great variety of ways. I became per- 
fectly satisfied that the principle was just; the 
only difficulty was to place the magazine in such 
a situation that it should have the greatest possi- 
ble effect. 

I well recollect, that in 1777, when Bushnell 
was called on to make an experiment on a Brit- 
ish brig of 32 guns, lying in North river, a de- 
tachment of troops was directed to proceed down 
the river to enable him to make the experiment 
free from interruption. I had the honor to com- 
mand the detachment, and continued there one 
month. The object of the troops under my im- 
mediate command was to keep off all hostile per- 
sons, whether of the enemy or persons unfriendly 
to the invention, that he might have every oppor- 
tunity to make his experiment with success. His 
object was at ebb tide to get into the river a boat 
constructed for the purpose, and pass down the 
river, and, if possible, fix his magazine of pow- 
der to the bottom of the enemy’s vessel. He 
tried it over and over again. Sometimes he 
would entirely miss the vessel; sometimes he 
would come so near that he would get intimi- 
dated and retire again ; till, sir, | became so heart- 
ily sick of the business, and of that sort of duty, 
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that I wished the boat and man were both at the 
bottom of the ocean. I state this to show the 
difficulty, danger, and what I myself conceive to 
be the impossibility of placing the magazine un- 
der the vessel. So much for this; and I take 
Mr. Fulton’s machine to be bottomed precisely 
on the same principle, the difference only being 
in the mode of application. 

I have no idea of laughing the subject out of 
the House; but how can gentlemen see the least 
probability of success in the invention? Sup- 
pose a frigate at anchor, and a few boats endeav- 
oring to harpoon this vessel. Do gentlemen sup- 
pose that boats can approach without the most 
imminent danger? And, granting that the har- 
poon strikes, where is all the nautical skill of the 
men when they see this, if they do not prevent 
it from taking effect. Suppose a perfectly sure 
shot, and that the harpoon should be fastened in 
the bow, is it possible that the rope to which the 
torpedo is attached would not be cut, and the 
torpedo left to float below perfectly harmless? 
Do gentlemen consider harpooning a vessel to be 
like harpooning a whale, which has no men on 
board of it to take out the harpoon? I cannot 
bring myself to believe it possible that a crew on 
board a ship could see all around her, and yet 
pees a torpedo to be attached to her and place 

er in such a condition as to be liable to be to- 
tally destroyed with every person on board. 

It does seem to me that this sort of philosophi- 
cal experiment ought not to be gone into by this 
House. If it be necessary to employ anything 
of this kind, it would be vastly preferable that 
we should not go through all this solemn farce of 
passing a law for the purpose of exhibiting a sort 
of playful experiment, and there is probably a 
day of our time to be devoted to it, when in truth 
no solid advantages can accrue from it. I am 
unwilling on another ground, because the thing 
itself would expose the Government to a sort of 
ridicule. If we pass this bill, and the experiment 
be made; if a brig be bought for this money and 
totally destroyed, there will be still as much proof 
wanting to demonstrate that this is an experi- 
ment on which we can rely, as there was before. 
I am against it on another ground; that, if we 
trust to this kind of doubtful defence, we shall 
get into the habit of giving up the more substan- 
tial defence of the country. This is my solid 
reason for votirg against this bill, No one ever 
yet found any way of getting along in solid de- 
fence but by solid preparation. I should rather 
come into honorable combat than fight with this 
underhand explosion, when especially there is so 
much doubt in it. If an experiment could be 
made, however, without all this solemn farce, [ 
do not know that I should have any objection to 
it. 

ape motion for recommitment was lost—50 
to 40. 

The question on the passage of the bill was 
then taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 65, nays 53, as follows: 

Yeas—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bae- 
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sett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robt. Brown, Jos. Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clop. 
ton, Howell Cobb, Jas. Cochran, Orchard Cook, Jas.Coy, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Wj. 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, Da. 
vid 8, Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, 
William Kennedy, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Na. 
thaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Alex. 
ander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, 
Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer 


Sage, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey. | 


bert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stan- 


ford, John Taylor, John Thompson, George M. Troup, | 


Charles Turner, jr., and Robert Witherspoon. 

Narxs—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, Wm. Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Samuel 
W. Dana, John Davenport, jun., Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, Charles Golds- 
borough, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin How- 
ard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, 
Robert Jenkins, Joseph Lewis jun., Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, 
William Milnor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin 
Pickman, jr. Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, Sam- 
uel Smith, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van 
Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensse- 
laer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James 
Wilson. 





Tuespay, March 27. 


Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made a report on the petition of Edwin 
Lewis; which was read, and the resolution there- 
in contained concurred in by the House, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, That the petitioner shall havea pre- 
ference in becoming the purchaser of five arcres 
of land situate in the centre of his farm, when- 
ever the said land shall be offered for sale. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant 
to the said resolution; and that the Committee 
on the Public Lands do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

Mr. Morrow, from the same committee, also 
made a report on the petition of Samuel Mims, 
referred on the fifteenth of January last ; which 
was read, and the resolutfon therein contained, 
concurred in by the House, as follows : 

Resolved, That Samuel Mims be, confirmed in 
his title tothe quantity of five hundred and twenty- 
four acres of land, purchased by him of the legal 
representative of William Clark, deceased, so as 
not to deprive the heirs of said Clark of any legal 
remedy which they may have for the recovery 
of said land from the said Samuel Mims, his 
heirs or assigns. 
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Ordered, That a bill be brought in, 
to the said resolution; and that the Committee 
on the Public Lands do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

Mr. Morrow, from the same committee, pre- 
sented a bill providing for the final adjustment 
of claims to lands in the Territories of Orleans 
and Louisiana, and for the sale of public lands in 
the Territory of Orleans; which was read twice, 


and committed to a Committee of the Whole, on 


Monday next. 

Mr. Netson presented a petition of sundry offi- 
cers in the late Revolutionary army, residing in 
the counties of Jefferson and Berkeley, in the State 
of Virginia, praying to be allowed half pay during 
life—Referred to a Committee of the whole 
House, to whom is committed the report of a se- 


» lect committee, made during the present session, 


Bin Sen eT act 
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on sundry memorials of other surviving officers 
of the Revolutionary army. 

Mr. Quincy, from the committee appointed, on 
the twenty-first ultimo, to inquire into the state 


’ of the ancient records and archives of the Uni- 
/ ted States, and what measures are necessary 


for a more safe and orderly preservation thereof, 
made a report thereon; which was read, and 
committed to a Committee of the whole House 
on Saturday next. 

Mr. Mitnor, from the committee who were 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 


> creasing the rate of full pensions to officers and 


soldiers who were disabled by kaown wounds re- 
ceived in the Revolutionary war, made a report 
thereon; which was read, and the resolution 
therein contained concurred in by the House, as 
follows : 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of this subject. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Tristram Hus- 
sey was read the third time, and passed. 


CLAIM OF COM. WHIPPLE. 


Mr. Tauumanes, from the committee appoint- 
ed, on the petition of Abraham Whipple, madea 
report thereon; which was read, and the resolu- 
tion therein contained concurred in by the House. 

The report is as follows : 


That, from the statement of the petitioner, it appears 
that he engaged in the service of his country at the 
commencement of the Revolutionary war with Great 
Britain; that, in the year 1775, he was employed by 
the government of his native State, Rhode Island, to 
clear the harbors and bay of Rhode Island of the ene- 
my’s tenders and armed vessels which infested those 
waters, which service he accomplished by captur- 
ing some, and driving off the residue. In the same 
year he was honored with the command of the ship 
Columbus, by the Congress of the United States, in 
which he continued to cruize against the enemy with 
great success, capturing many of their vessels, and as- 
sisting in the two expeditions against the islands of 
Bermuda and Providence, bringing from the last place 
a great supply of ordnance and military stores, which 
were very useful to the country at that time. 

The petitioner states many pecuniary hardships and 
sufferings which he underwent during the contest, both 
in Europe and America, especially at the siege and 
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pursuant | capture of Charleston, South Carolina, where he be- 


came a prisoner of war. Having now reached the 
seventy-seventh year of his age, and being decrepit 
from the common infirmities of life, and especially from 
wounds which he received in attempting to save the 
guns from a British frigate which was stranded on our 
coast, he prays that the evening of his life may be made 
comfortable, by having some pecuniary aid afforded 
him by the Government of his country. 

The committee are fully impressed with a sense of 
the services of Commodore Whipple, during the late 
Revolutionary war ; and, although it does not appear 
that he was wounded by the enemy while engaged in 
capturing the many prizes which he brought safely into 
port, yet it is in proof before your committee that, while 
he was attempting to save the guns and stores of the 
Syren, British frigate, then ashore on Point Judith, the 
petitioner fell from the side of the frigate, more than 
fifteen feet, down among the guns, &c., by which 
means he was severely wounded in several places, es- 
pecially in his ankle and knee, of which wounds he 
was confined for a long time ; and that he is a cripple 
to this day, in consequence of said wounds. 

The committee therefore recommend the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of Abraham Whipple is 
reasonable, and ought to be granted. 


Extract from a communication made.by Benjamin J. 
Gilman, Esq., dated, 


Manretra, January 25, 1810. 

Commodore Whipple informs me that he was never 
wounded by the enemy, while in the service of the 
United States; and that the only bodily hurt he re- 
ceived was on board a British frigate that was cast 
away near Newport, Rhode Island. He was ordered 
to dismantle the frigate, and, in taking out the guns, 
he had his knee-pan split, his leg much injured, and 
his ankle very badly dislocated. The effects of this 
hurt have occasioned his being several times confined 
since he resided in this country; and, at one time, he 
was unable to walk for two months. He is now abso- 
lutely dependent on the labor of his own hands, in the 
cornfield, for subsistence ; and, if his lameness should 
occur in the planting season, he and his very worthy 
wife would suffer. 

Being very far advanced in life, he probably will not 
live many years to receive the bounty of his country, 
if he should be placed on the pension list. I most sin- 
cerely hope the law of the United States will permit 
this brave veteran to have the evening of his life made 
comfortable, by a small reward for past labors. 

New Yorx Disrnicr, ss. 

Haystead Hacker, of the city of New York, and 
branch pilot for Hurlgate and the Sound, being duly 
sworn, saith: That he was, during the American Rev- 
olution, well acquainted with Captain Abraham Whip- 
ple, then in the American service, now of Marietta; that, 
in or about the year 1777, the said Abraham, as well as 
the deponent, who was also in the American service, 
was ordered by Governor Cook to take and save the 
guns and stores out of the Syren, British frigate, then 
aground on Point Judith, bilged; that this deponent 
then commanded the Columbus; that the said Abra- 
ham and deponent caused proper arrangements to be 
made in order to carry the said orders into effect ; that, 
while they were so engaged, the said Abraham fell 
from the side of the ship down among the guns; that 
the distance which he fell was, to the best of deponent’s 
recollection, upwards of fifteen feet ; that the said Abra- 
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ham was very severely wounded in several places, in- 
somuch that he was confined to his bed and under the 
care of a surgeon, such as could be procured; that the 
service of the deponeat’s country called him from that 
lace; and when the deponent left the said Abraham 
e was acripple, and that by means of the service; 
that the said Abraham Whipple was a very active man 
in the American cause; that the deponent cannot now 
articularly relate the different wounds the said Abra- 
on received in the said service, not having been called 
to state the same till a few days since; but the depo- 
nent well remembers that he was severely wounded in 
the ankle, and otherwise much injured. 
HAYSTEAD HACKER. 
Sworn before me, at the city of New York, this 10th 
day of February, 1810. 
M. TALLMADGE, Dist. Judge. 


Mr. Tacumance, from the same committee, 
presented a bill for the relief of Abraham Whip- 
ple, late a Captain in the Navy of the United 
States; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
* An act respecting the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain 
and France, and for other purposes.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Macon, that the 
House do adhere to their disagreement to the 
said amendments. 

Mr. Guo_son moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill until Monday next. 
Every gentleman who, last Monday, voted for 
postponement, must have done it under an expec- 
tation of receiving some intelligence from Europe, 
to guide the conduct of the House in relation to 
it; and nosuch information having been received, 
it would certainly be proper to postpone it yet a 
while longer. 

Mr. Macon said he had been uniformly anxious 
to bring this bill to a decision. The subject was 
sufficiently important to hang in suspense the 
whole commercial enterprise of the nation. It 
was time that the nation should know what was 
to be done. Mr. M. said that he had received 
many letters pressing a decision on thesubject. I 
have heretofore stated the effects of the non-in- 
tercourse law, in relation to which every man 
coincides in opinion. In addition to this, I have 
understood that one of the district judges has 
given a sort of extra official opinion that the non- 
intercourse law is not in force as to Great Britain. 
It is a fact, then, that, in one of the States, the 
citizens are released from the restraints which the 
law imposes on other States, where the judges 
might not be of the same opinion. This, sir, isa 
strong reason for deciding the question. If the 
House agrees with the Senate, the law will im- 
mediately be at an end. If not, it will give way 
to the proposition of other measures. 

Mr. M. here remarked upon the various stages 
through which the bill had passed, and gave a de- 
tailed account of the proceedings of the commit- 
tee of conference on the subject. 


For what purpose, asked Mr. M., should the bill 
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be further postponed? To get, says the gentle. 
man who makes the motion, official informatioy 
from Great Britain or France. If this be a good 
objection for postponing, we may postpone every 
thing. When can we calculate what either of 
the great belligerents willdo? Nocommon may 
ean say. It would require a Daniel to do it. [y 
the mean time, all the honest part of the commu. 
m4 is suffering while the other class is getting 
rich. Your sly sort of people, not governed by 
the laws, will become the best men at bank. [; 
certainly will be recollected that the committee 
of conference were pressed for a report before they 
could possibly make it. I never wished to hurry 
through the bill, but that <I gentleman who 
wished to speak should declare his sentiments on 
the subject. 
question on the passage of this bill was taken in 
open daylight; so that, I presume, every man 
had an opportunity of delivering his sentiments. 
If the bill be postponed, the intelligence which 
may come, like that which has already been re- 
ceived, may afford no ground on which the 
House can act, Sir, all that can be asked of a 
man is to do what is right at the time. We act, 
if we pass this bill; and if, to-morrow, you should 
get information that would render the bill unne- 
cessary, or point out a different measure, would 
this bill stand in the way, or show a want of sys- 
tem in the House, because they did at the time 
what they ought to have done? It seems to me 
not. Such is the temper of all classes of the 
nation, at this time, that every postponement of 
the subject, and every variation it has undergone, 
has an effect not only upon the merchant but 
upon all the export produce of the nation. Every 
man who labors sufficiently to make anything to 
sell, feels the vibration of this bill in the articles 
he has to sell. Delay is extremely injurious to 
them. I know it may be said that if we adhere, 
as I propose, the non-intercourse law will still be 
in force. But, sir, if we lose the bill, 1am under 
the impression that the non-intercourse law will 
be repealed. But, if not, the destroying this bill 
would be quite as good as leaving things in the 
present state of uncertainty. Contradictory ac- 
counts of the probable course of Congress are 
spread among the people, producing uncertainty 
and fluctuation in the markets. I hope, therefore. 
that a postponement will not take place, and that 
bas House will this day decide the fate of the 
bill. 

Mr. Gop thought the House had waited long 
enough for information; and he could not see 
any possible good to arise from preserving this 
state of things. Suppose that advices to be re- 
ceived were unfavorable, and brought hostile 
sentiments from foreign cabinets, would the non- 
intercourse be valuable for any earthly purpose of 
defence? Mr. G. deprecated the procrastinating 
policy proposed. One month the calculations o! 
the merchants had been thought safe, on the pro- 
ceedings of this House. Another month came, 
all these calculations were reversed, and new 
ones made ona new state of things in the other 
branch of the Legislature. Reasons were strong 
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against postponement, and still stronger in favor 
of 2 concurrence with the Senate. 

Mr. Lyon said he could see no reason for post- 
ponement, and he felt considerable anxiety on the 
subject. What made him more anxious was the 
effect it would have on the western produce go- 
ing down to New Orleans. The Western coun- 
try, he said, was extremely interested in the pas- 
sage of the bill. As the restrictions, he perceiv- 
ed, were to come off, he hoped it would be as early 
as possible. 

Mr. Minor said that gentlemen must be con- 
vinced that every day’s delay was important to 
the commercial interest; and, being so, that it 
was important to the agricultural also. Com- 
merce was laboring under difficulty imposed by 
the non-intercourse. If any person could con- 
ceive that the non-intercourse was advantageous 
to the United States, or operative to the injury of 
the belligerents, he ought to persevere in it. But, 
said Mr. M., I believe the gentleman is not to be 
found on this floor, and I question whether he can 
in this nation, who will believe that it has been 
of the smallest advantage to the nation. A week 
ago, we were asked to continue it one week, in 
which time, it was said, we might probably receive 
such news as would enable us to repeal the non- 
intercourse, as gentlemen said, without a surren- 
der of our honor. What news could we receive 
from Europe, which would operate one way or 
the other on the question of getting rid of the 
non-intercourse ? Is a declaration from England 
and France necessary to enable us to get rid of a 
measure considered unnecessary and injurious ? 
Is it possible that the honor of the nation depends 
on adhering to a measure destroying the life- 
blood of the nation? It appears extraordinary 
that such an idea should be entertained by any 
gentleman in the House. If there be no man in 
the House who will advocate the non-intercourse 
law, in the name of God, let us get rid of it as 
quickly as we can. Why amuse ourselves with 
the pretext of preserving the national honor? 
How is it possible that a measure, which, from 
its adoption to the present day, has operated 
against us and in favor of the belligerents, should 

reserve the honor of the nation? It is impossi- 

le. We should take measures to preserve the 
general welfare, and, when they have a contrary 
effect, they should be repealed. The repeal of the 
non-intercourse cannot possibly prevent the adop- 
tion of other measures, nor even hinder us from 
effectually re-enacting the same law. But, I pre- 
sume, sir, if we once get rid of it, we shall be ex- 
tremely careful how we saddle the nation with it 
again. I believe the good of the nation and every 
other consideration should operate against post- 
ponement. One judge having made up an opin- 
ion that the non-intercourse Jaw does not exist 
as to Great Britain; if the other judges differ 
from him in opinion, then the State in which he 
resides is free from the law, while all the others 
are tied up by it. But the probability is that all 
the judges will be of the same opinion ; in which 
case the law is a perfectly dead letter. In every 
view, it is all important that the question should 
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be immediately decided. If, indeed, the non-in- 
tercourse is to live out the remainder of the ses- 
sion, we ought to say so to people. This is 
the season when commerce expands her wings 
to all quarters of the globe, if left free to her own 
course. It is a fact, that vessels are daily clearing 
out for the ports, voyages to which, it might be 
supposed, were the most hazardous, notwithstand- 
ing the decrees and orders. Now, if they could 
carry on commerce there with perfect safety, why 
should they be restrained from so doing? It is 
well known that large quantities of our produce 
are carried to Amelia island and there reshipped 
in British bottoms. It never can be advantage- 
ous that our produce should be carried in a cir- 
cuitous route to market. If carried directly, it 
will always bring a higher price to the agricultu- 
rist and to the farmer. Under all circumstances, 
1 hope the bill will not be further postponed, but 
that the merchants as well as farmers may know 
what they have to depend on. 

Mr. Quincy said that the arguments which 
had been urged against postponement were so 
conclusive that he would not have risen but to 
call attention to the last paragraph of a report to 
the House by the Secretary of the Treasury, made 
three months ago, forcibly stating to the House 
the immediate necessity of repealing or enfore- 
ing the non-intercourse law. Under this official 
notice, this solemn warniog, the House had been 
sitting near four months without doing anything, 
and now it was proposed to lock up the whole 
subject for one week longer. Are we, said he, to 
wait to know what is the determination of for- 
eign Powers, in order to Know what we shall do 
in relation to our own measures? It is not now 
a question whether or not the non-intercourse 
bears on foreign Powers, for that question is now 
decided. Honest men, bound by the laws, are 
injured by this law, while others are benefited by 
it. The question ought to be decided, one way 
or the other, and the people no longer kept in 
suspense. 

Mr. Guotson said that, he, for one, could not 
conceive that any good could result from acting 
on the billnow. The House must either concur 
in the amendments of the Senate, or adhere. If 
we adhere to our disagreement to the amend- 
ments, the bill will be lost, and we shal! be pre- 
cisely in statu quo; we shall be then precisely 
where we are now. If we agree to the amend- 
ments of the Senate, we shall be involved in 
irretrievable disgrace. To give up the non-inter- 
course without a substitute would be uncondi- 
tional submission. But it is said that the non- 
intercourse is a very bad measure, and does not 
answer the object it had in view. Let gentle- 
men, then, offer a better to supply its place. The 
circumstance of its being a bad one, does not 
prove that the House should take no measure at 
all. Is it possible that a majority of this House, 
after the various votes that have been given, can 
now give up every opposition they have hereto- 
fore made to the decrees of the beiligerents, and 
succumb to the disgrace of accepting the bill as 
amended? If gentlemen are prepared for this, 
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they are prepared to vote against the postpone- 
ment of the bill. The gentleman from North 
Carolina must feel neseene of his ineonsisten- 
cy when he is for adhering, and, at the same time, 
for precipitating a decision of the question, Be- 
fore we agree to the amendments of the Senate, 
let us have a new measure. I will support the 
gentleman in any system which will comport 
with the honor and welfare of the nation ; but I 
cannot agree toa course from which no good can 
result, and which would throw us into the most 
abject disgrace. What is left by the Senate wor- 
thy of your attention ? I can see nothing worthy 
of consideration in it. The non-intercourse law 
is now operating on Great Britain, who, every 
day, feels its effects; and it operates still more 
strongly upon France. Let gentlemen look at 
the crisis just before the arrangement of April 
last, and the solicitude caused by the renewal of 
the non-intercourse. I do not pretend to say that 
it is the most efficient measure that can be adopt- 
ed; but I never will admit that it has no effect 
’ whatever upon our adversaries, I regret that some 
of the consequences adverted to by the gentleman 
from North Carolina doattend the non-intercourse; 
butit isa measure severely felt by our adversaries. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Quin- 
cy) says that our course ought not to be affected 
by any intelligence from Europe. If I am not 
mistaken, the gentleman himself yesterday vote: 
to call upon the President for official intelligence. 
For what did he vote for it? Was it not to affect 
his conduct here at all? I will not pay him so 
ill a compliment as to suppose that he would call 
upon the President for ihformation which he was 
determined should have no influence on his con- 
duct. Even a little serawl, a scrap of paper, 
sent in haste, by a messenger, is called for, but 
when we express a desire to have official intelli- 
gence, we are told it cannot be necessary to influ- 
ence our course here. I am willing to act for 
ourselves, but, at the same time, I desire to act 
understandingly ; and I am, therefore, for post- 
poning a decision. 

Mr. Tay cor said, if he could find anything in 
the state of things at present existing, and which 
was now proposed to be prolonged, which was at 
all advantageous or honorable to the nation, or at 
ail in resistance to the edicts of the belligerents 
spoken of, he certainly should accord with gen- 
tlemen in their desire of procrastinating this busi- 
ness. The non-intercourse law, said Mr. T., is 
spoken of asa shield from danger. as a cloak to 
cover us from shame and dishonor ; and when I 
have heard eloquent speecheson the subject, I have 
felt a sort of inspirited feeling; but, as soon as I 
examine the thing, to do which the gentleman 
from Virginia, last up, invited us, I find that all 
this mighty resistance, this honorable defence 

inst the belligerents, “ melts into air, thin air.” 

ou have offered a bounty to the dishonest part 
of the community, who disregard the laws. For 
four months, as was observed by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, we have neglected to enforce 
the laws from infraction by ont characters, and 
the system has really operated as a monopoly to 


the British carrier. Is it disgraceful to remove 
from this situation? Is it honorable to continue 
in such a situation? Is it resisting the Orders in 
Council of Great Britain that we still continue 
to afford them a monopoly of the carriage of our 
bulky articles across the Atlantic, to receive in 
return through Amelia island the manufactures 
of Great Britain, to be smuggled into the United 
States to the advantage of the same class of the 
community who are departing from our ports 
without regarding the laws? I voted heretofore 
to insist—and why? Because I was sincerely 


1640 





disposed to change the monopoly, and instead of 4 


continuing it to the British, to give it to the 
American carrier. { was in hopes that, by insist- 
ing and having a conference with the Senate, we 
should obtain this favorable provision. We have 
lost it, but because I cannot obtain for the Amer- 
ican carrier a monopoly of the carrying trade to 
and from this country, shall 1 therefore deprive 
him of it altogether, or shall I rather allow him 
to come in and compete with foreigners on equal 
terms? This is the true question. I was, for 
one, much pleased with the provisions of the bill 
as it went from this House; but I could not ob- 
tain them. It is my duty to obtain for the Amer- 
ican carrier, for the agriculturist, and for all, the 
best terms I can possibly gain; and an immediate 
receding from our disagreement will be obtaining 
something, though not all, that 1 desired. If 
there be a sort of influence, which nobody can 
touch, going to paralyze the measures of the Ad- 
ministration, it is for those who destroyed the 
features of this bill, to account for it, and not for 
me and those who were ih favor of the bill. I 
must obtain the best terms I can, and that is to 
be accomplished, in my opinion, by receding, and 
that speedily too. Not a fortnight ago, the feel- 
ings of the community were tantalized from one 
end of the Continent to the other; and a single 
vote in this or that House has had the effect of 
raising or depressing the price of the commodity, 
earned by the sweat of the brow; and, though it 
is not the intention, it would seem as if the two 
branches of the Legislature, like the speculators 
in Leadenhall market, were here puffing this way 
to-day, and that way to-morrow, to change the 
state of the market. It is both undignified and 
inexpedient again to be waiting for information 
from England, when we have, already, deferred 
hope and made the heart sick from one end of the 
Continent to the other, by the course which we 
have pursued. I am for having done with it. If 
we are to reject the bill. and the non-intercourse, 
miserable as it is, to be left to expire at the end 
of the session, it shall not be with my vote. Nay, 
sir, if it were disgraceful that the non-intercourse 
should be taken off, I would still say that if it was 
to be annulled, it should be here in open day. Ii 
I am to be disgraced, I would rather meet dis- 
grace here than at my own fireside, surrounded 
by my children and- by my constituents. I will 
not sneak home to avoid disgrace. When sent 
here to do the best for my constituents, I will act 
here in open day, asI think best; and am, there- 
fore, against any further postponement. 





j 
} 
. 


GaP Si eB 


Mat 
also 
in fi 
was 


Bari 





sas Om OOD lie 4 GO 


Ss On BD ken 


+ @ =e 


oO ao 


aS 
if 
d 
Il 
nt 
ct 
e- 


tial és eet he st aS a an are 


Sobel pag he SG 





; 
: 
: 
3 
; 
< 
i 
* 


1641 


Marca, 1810. 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commercial Intercourse. 


1642 
H. or R. 











Messrs. TALLMADGE, Quincy, Cook, and Dana, 


also spoke against postponement ; and Mr. Fisk 


in favor of it. 

The question on postponement to Monday next, 
was decided as follows : 

Ysas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 


-Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cox, William Crawford, 


Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, Thomas 
Gholson, junior, Peterson Goodwyn, William Helms, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Aaron Lyle, Alexander McKim, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon S. Mumford, 
Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, John Porter, Peter 
B. Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessce, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jr., Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, 
and Robert Witherspoon—54. 

Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Ezekiel Bacon, William 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, William Chamber- 
lin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, James 
Cochran, Orchard Cook, Samuel W. Dana, John Dav- 


-enport, junior, John Dawson, William Ely, James 


Emott, William Findley, David S, Garland, Charles 
Goldsborough, Thomas R. Goid, Edwin Gray, William 
Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Jonathan 
H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, 
Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Herman Knicker- 
‘backer, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, 
Robert J.e Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel 
Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Samuel 
McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Thomas 
Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newton, John 
Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 


‘Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 


John Randolph, Matthias Richards, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John 
Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob 


-Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John 


Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Jabez Upham, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian 
K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson—74. 


The question now recurred on adhering to the 
disagreement to the Senate’s amendments. 

Mr. Trovp said, if it was the object of gentle- 
men to get rid of all commercial restrictions, they 
-could only do so by concurring with the Senate. 
If they adhered, their object would, indeed, be de- 
feated. The non-intercourse would be saddled 
on the country as long as the law continued in 
operation. Look at the sections of the bill as it 
went from this House, said Mr. T. It is true that 
one of these sections repeals the non-intercourse, 
but it is also true that another section substitutes 
a measure, which, if retaliated, must revive the 
non-intercourse in fact. Not only are these pro- 
Visions inconsistent, but another section of the 
bill recognises that inconsistency, and provides a 
remedy, by authorizing the President to execute 
the law within four leagues of the coast, by em- 
‘ploying the public armed vessels of the United 


States, to detect smugglers. Now, I say, sir, that 
the amendment of the Senate, which goes to the 
destruction of these sections, has for its object the 
destruction of the non-intercourse law. Sir, no 
man can contemplate the non-intercourse law in 
a light more serious as an evil to the people of 
this country than myself. There never was .a 
measure adopted more deleterious in its operation 
on the morals and interests of the people. The 
single effect of it has been to depreciate the sta- 
ple commodity of the country at the rate of one 
hundred per cent., and exalt the British manu- 
facturers in the.same ratio; to make cotton sell 
at eleven cents a pound, and to make the growers 
of it pay fourteen dollars a yard for broadcloth. 
Look at the practical operation of it. A cargoof 
cotton from a Southern port is landed at Amelia 
island. If British goods are there, ready to ex- 
change, they are taken in exchange for the cot- 
ton, and smuggled into the country. If there be 
no goods there, they bring back no return, except 
the freight, for the short navigation to Amelia 
island. The cargo is landed, a duty of eight per 
cent. paid on it, besides commissions, &c., and a 
duty of eight or ten per cent. more on re-export- 
ation, and what freight the British ship-holders 
choose to demand. This is not only the effect 
of the non-intercourse. It must be the effect of 
every system of commercial restriction short of 
the measure of embargo ; because all the penalties 
and sanctions which you can possibly devise for 
carrying that system into operation, must operate 
on a class without the reach of those penalties ; 
people who are without your jurisdiction, people, 
too, who tell you, in the plainest language, they 
have no country, that they are governed by no 
sentiment of honor or principle of patriotism, that 
commercial gain is the sole object of their con- 
sideration, and that every other object will be 
sacrificed to it. Does not every day’s experience 
apprize you that this is the truth? Look at the 
common practice and habits of those called ship- 
owners. Are they not every day lending their 
vessels to the British merchants for the purpose 
of violating the Continental policy to the French, 
Dutch, or any other merchants for the purpose of 
violating the British Orders in Council, or to 
British and French merchants, for violating the 
laws of their own country? And is it possible, 
sir, that you expect to execute with any degreeof 
success, a system which is to operate on the bel- 
ligerents, when the penalties for a violation of the 
system are to operate on this class? It is impos- 
sible; such a system must be futile and ineffi- 
cient. Because, then, I am disposed to get rid of 
the non-intercourse and every sort of commercial 
restriction, conceiving it injurious only to our- 
selves, can it be said that I am disposed to submit 
to the orders and decrees of the belligerents ? No, 
sir; those gentlemen have surrendered the rights 
and interests of the country who did originally 
submit to an abandonment of the embargo. Itis 
true now, and it was true then, that there was 
nothing between you and the British Orders in 
Council but eitherembargo or war. You repeal- 
ed the embargo, and refused to go to war, and 
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now, as then, there is no remedy short of war or 
embargo. Propose what other remedy you please, 
and it is only calculated to excite ridicule abroad. 
If you propose to convoy—what! it is asked, will 
you convoy a trade to every quarter of the globe 
with six, eight, or ten frigates? If you propose 
to arm the merchantmen—what! it is asked, will 
you arm your merchantmen against the British 
navy? If weare to have neither embargo nor 
war, I, for one, am willing to get rid of the non- 
intercourse, and not substitute anything for it. 
To obtain this object there is no mode left but to 
concur with the Senate in their amendments, and 
strike out those clauses which can have no other 
effect than to perpetuate the system of non-inter- 
course. 

Mr. Smicie feared, from the sentiments he had 
heard expressed, that he was this day to witness 
the degradation of his country. The question 
now is, said he, will you pass the bill as it comes 
from the Senate, or not? If we agree to recede, 
we give our vote for the Senate’s bill, which, on 
all hands, is acknowledged to be submission. I 
have never yet been brought to this point. I may 
dishonor myself, but my honor cannot be taken 
from me by another, and I shall endeavor to pre- 
serve that consistency of conduct which has gov- 
erned me through the whole of our struggles. | 
agree with the gentleman from Georgia, that, 
when we abandoned the embargo, we did aban- 
don the only measure, which, in my opinion, 
could coerce our enemies; for I have always 
doubted whether from a regard to commercial 
rights it would be justifiable to go to war, not 
only on account of its inefficacy to produce the 
desired effect, considering the situation in which 
we stand in relation to those countries, but also 
on account of the expense of war measures. I once 
did consent to war measures; but it was under the 
most favorable circumstances in which the coun- 
try ever was. I did it at a time when our prop- 
erty was safe in our warehouses, and our ships in 
our ports, when I believed there was no alterna- 
tive left, after the embargo was wrested from us, 
and I had no choice but to take that measure to 
preserve the honor of the nation. It isa curious 
circumstance that gentleman on the other side of 
the House, repeatedly endeavored to convince us 
and the nation, that the embargo was a measure 
which we could not carry into effect; that it 
would only distress ourselves and not our enemies, 
while those in this House and elsewhere were 
taking every measure in their power to defeat its 
operation. By their speeches in this House, they 
encouraged Great Britain to hold out, and encour- 
aged the people in their own States to violate the 
law. Ido not say such was their intention, but 
such undoubtedly was the effect of their acts. I 
did and do now believe that the embargo was the 
only efficient measure within the reach of this 
nation, to enable her to contend with the Powers 
who have injured us. And, I believe, if we had 
adhered to that measure, matters would have been 
settled before this time. There is no ground on 
which we can account for the arrangement of 
Apni, with Great Britain, but from the effect 
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which the embargo had upon that nation. Gen- 
tlemen may devise what reasons they please, to 
show that it proceeded from other causes, but they 
cannot convince my mind; and I am convinced 
that, if the Government had exerted itself, and 
executed the law when they were able to do it. 
we should have had an end of our troubles. This 
being my opinion, I think I have acted a consist. 
ent part. I have ever believed, and now do be. 
lieve, that regulating commerce is the only way 
to oblige the belligerents to do us justire. As to 
the non-intercourse, I did agree to it; it was better 
than nothing—it was not submission. Whatare 
we called on now to do? To vote for a bil! 
which every man in the House must confess to 
be submission. The only part of the bill of any 
validity, as resistance, was taken out by the Sen- 
ate, and we are now called upon to vote for the 
remainder. Gentlemen who can reconcile it to 
themselves may so vote. My vote is often re- 
corded on the Journals on it; and, preserving an 
uniformity of conduct, I shall now vote to adhere, 





And, sir, notwithstanding what has been said, no | 


great mischief can result fromadherence. What 
will be the effect? That the non-intercourse will 
continue until we rise, and no longer. 


Shall we | 


disgrace ourselves, and contradict all the votes | 


we have given, for the sake of avoiding two or 
three weeks continuance of the law? For the 
sake of a few days earlier termination of the law, 
shall we submit by statute? Shall we not only 
be compelled to submit, but to make the declara- 
tion ourselves? Gentlemen who can reconcile 
this, may vote to recede. As I never can recon- 
cile it to myself, nor ever will do an act which 
shall disgrace myself, I shall vote for adherence. 

Mr. McKee said that when the House was de- 
liberating on the great and essential interests of 


the nation, they should take into consideration | 
the relative situation of the country with Europe | 


—for a measure which would be wise in one 


state of things would be unwise in another. The | 


bill under consideration, as it went from this 
House, was fitted for the existing state of things, 
and not a state of things existing heretofore, 


when measures stronger in themselves were ne- | 


cessary. What, asked Mr. McK., was the state 
of things when the embargo and non-intercourse 
laws were passed? The French and English 
decrees and orders had been issued. Under them 
it was not practicable to proceed on a voyage to 
Europe without being liable to capture or confis- 
cation. What, then, was left for Congress to do? 
Were they to submit to this state of things—to 
permit a foreign nation to say to us, thus far 
shall you proceed in the exercise of your natural 
rights, and no further? The man who would 
have submitted to this, would, if he had figured 
between 177U and 1776, have recognised the right 
of Great Britain to make laws of sufficient va- 
lidity to bind the Colonies in all cases whatever. 
What, then, was the indispensable duty of the 
United States? To take measures to protect 
commerce in some way, and not to leave Great 
Britain and France to wield their measures as 


they please. Congress then laid an embargo, the 
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only measure they could adopt, for the interest of 
the country, unless they had thought proper to 
“ery havoc, and let slip the dogs of war.” And 
what is the state of things, at this time? Do 
the British orders and French decrees remain un- 
impaired? I ask gentlemen to look to it, to ex- 
amine our situation, and they will fiad an essen- 
tial difference between our situation to-day, and 
when the embargo was laid; and hence the 


"> measure passed by this House, early in the ses- 


sion, and now returned to our consideration, was 
calculated to meet the present state of our for- 


) eign relations. It would have been inefficient had 


the state.of things now been the same as it was 
when the embargo was laid; and the man who 
would have voted for it then would have yielded 


© the rights of his country, for there would have 
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been nothing on which the bill could operate. 
But, by the orders in Council, of April last, an 
essential change had been made in the British 
system. ‘That part which exacted a transit duty 
exists no longer; and, according to my concep- 
tion, that part of the Orders in Council of No- 
vember, 1807, which regarded the capture of all 


| vessels having certificates of origin on board, as 


required by the French decrees, exists no longer. 
In this I may be mistaken, but it is the construc- 
tion I give to the orders of April last. If lam 
correct in this, the commerce of the Mediterra- 
nean and the Baltic are open to the United States, 
and our situation is in fact as advantageous as if 
Erskine’s arrangement had been carried into full 
effect, except that our commerce to Holland must 
be carried on through the neighboring ports. But 
the Orders in Council still exist in principle; and 
no American citizen, feeling it his right to navi- 
gate the ocean without hindrance or molestation, 
can submit to the right of a foreign nation to 
prescribe limits to the exercise of that right. If 
we permit Great Britain to circumscribe that 
right, the period is not far distant when she will 
confine you to your own ports and harbors. It is 
against the principle I contend ; and the bill, as 
it passed the House, presented more serious prac- 
ticable opposition to it than any measure but the 
embargo, which, I have shown, was calculated 
for a particular state of things, which has now 
passed away. 

I have heard, sir, not in this House, indeed, a 
volume of stuff about retaliation, and so forth ; 
and how was this measure to be retaliated ? Why, 
it was said that Great Britain would stretch out 
her long arms, and sweep our commerce from the 
ocean. While I believe that, in her present situ- 
tion, she could not do it, I will observe that the 
same argument proves too much if it proves any- 
thing, and, if it proves too much, it proves noth- 
ing; because she would, if so disposed, long ago 
have adopted this mode of retaliation against our 
present system. What motive has Great Britain 
to retaliate this measure? Is it to. be presumed 
that she would act against her interest? Her 
conduct, heretofore, will not justify such an 
Opinion. It has been said that the embargo was 
an efficient measure. I believe it was, and that 
the arrangement of April last was produced by 
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it; and that if it had been adhered to, that ar- 
rangement would have been carried into complete 
effect ; and this belief is bottomed upon the com- 
munications made to Congress at the commence- 
ment of the present session; and no man who 
will permit facts to have their proper weight on 
his mind, can differ from me in opinion. The 
moment Great Britain had retaliated the meas- 
ure now under consideration, if it had been adopt- 
ed, it would have operated as a complete embar- 
go, which she herself would carry into effect ; 
and is it to be supposed that Great Britain herself 
would lay an embargo, and adopt a measure- 
which would produce destruction to her own: 
commerce and manufactures? It is idle and ab- 
surd to say so. 

Sir, there is something in this business, which 
I do not like—somethirg which does not please 
me—but, perhaps, it is not proper to mention it— 
the measure is taken ; the Rubicon is passed, and 
it is only left for the House to decide on the poor 
remnant of the bill left us by the Senate. I con- 
ceive that the House cannot strike out that part 
of the bill, which the Senate have disagreed to, 
and accept of the balance thereof, unless we 
agree to the right of Great Britain to make laws 
to regulate our commerce on the ocean. Thatit 
is a right belonging to the United States to navi- 
gate the ocean without being interrupted by the 
edicts of Great Britain and France, no one will 
deny; and though this bill be called a weak op- 
position to the decrees and orders, I believe it 
was never rejected by the Senate for its weak- 
ness but for its strength. Great Britain would 
have felt the weight of it—how? Does not 
Great Britain owe her existence to her manufac- 
tures ? and the moment she ceases to find a mar- 
ket for her manufactures, she ceases to exist as a 
nation. So well convinced is she of it, that she 
1s sensibly alive to every measure which would 
lessen our dependence on her. With the view 
to obtain a market for her produce the Orders in 
Council first issued. The United States are not 
only purchasers of British manufactures, but pur- 
chase a considerable proportion for exportation. 
One-third of the manufactures of Britain, now 
imported into the United States, would, under 
this bill, have ceased to be purchased. This was 
the part of the bill which was objectionable, Of 
this I have not conclusive evidence, but 1 have 
sufficient to satisfy my mind. I hope, therefore, 
the House will not agree to the amendments of 
the Senate, but adhere. 

Mr. Lyon observed that the question now under 
consideration being to adhere to the votes given 
by this House, disapprobating the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill before us, he could not but 
consider all the arguments of gentlemen in favor 
of the sections stricken out by the Senate, as 
thrown away in favor of an object which was 
passed by us. If the Senate had not taken the 
stand they have, by a conclusive vote, and gone 
too far to recede, and gentlemen could get their 
arguments into the Senate, possibly, said Mr, L., 
they might have some effect. Having voted for 
the bill, as it went to the Senate, partly because I 
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have a liking for the principle of a navigation act 
to encourage our own ship-owners and ship- 
builders ; partly because gentlemen were willing 
to adopt it asa substitute for their dear, darling 
embargo, the semblance of which they seem so 
bewitchedly loth to part with. Yet, I more par- 
ticularly voted for it, because it would rid the 
nation of the relies of the embargo, which has 
been the greatest curse to this country, and dis- 
grace to its inventors. Although it has driven 
our seamen into foreign service; ruined thou- 
sands of our best and most active citizens ; im- 

verished the great mass of them; caused mil- 
ions of disappointments io people in their deal- 
ings ; and State laws to be passed, legalizing the 
most cruel and ruinous delays in payment :—Al- 


though it has taught our seafaring men the art of 


smuggling and false swearing, which will ever 
be a vexation to our Government in the col- 
lection of our revenue:—Although the embargo 
is acknowledged to have very sensibly affected 
the morals and the moral character of the nation; 
to have emptied an overflowing Treasury, and to 
have created divisions and political animosities 
which have embarrassed the Government, and 
reduced the power of the ruling party:—Although 
all the predictions we made while we were en- 
deavoring to check the project and show its folly 
have proved true:—Although gentlemen, when 
they and the world see the failure of their exper- 


iment, make concessions which strip them of 


every claim to political sagacity ;—they hug to 
their bosom the viper that has stung them, and 
seem determined to cling to the poisonous reptile 
until they can be indulged in changing it for a 
pet, (whieh, however little related,) they are 
willing to receive as one of the same family. The 
concessions I speak of, sir, are the declarations we 
hear every day in this House; that the embargo 
gentlemen had believed that there was what they 
called virtue enough in the nation to abide by the 
embargo; that there was what they called patri- 
otism enough in their opponents to aid them in 
their project ; and that the powers of the Govern- 
ment, which they themselves wielded, were suf- 
ficient to enforce it. These declarations and the 
wailings and moanings of gentlemen, are the con- 
cessions I mean. bey would not believe us 
when we told them the attribute, or the thing 
they called virtue, was mere monkish self-flagel- 
lation and debasement. What they wished to 
denominate patriotism must be on our part a der- 
eliction of our own characters, which our opposi- 
tion to their folly and their virulent abuse of us 
made it necessary to defend. As to the acting 
powers of the Government, they had the uncon- 
trolled management of them. They had no op- 
position from us. We had given opinions as 
guardians of the people’s rights which we were 
bound to defend. We did no more, while con- 
tumely and the most virulent abuse was heaped 
upon us. Is it not unpardonable folly for pro- 
fessed politicians, after they have caused all those 
degradations, losses, and humiliations to the na- 
tion, to be now telling us they were led into this 
series of blunders by their own miscalculations 


cumstances, I can hear 





of the powers and properties every man who has 


the least pretensions to the character of a politi- 


cian ought to be thoroughly acquainted with? 


The disappointed embargo gentlemen, by their 
mournful concessions, are telling the world tha 
they did not understand human nature, the char- 
acter, the wishes, the wants, the habits, and ways 


of the American people; their relations wit) 


the world we live in; the proportion of import- 
ance this nation sustains, and history of man, as 
well as their opponents did. Under all these cir. 
entlemen with patience 
spending day after day in praising each other's 
wisdom, and in singing hallelujahs to the all. 
healing powers of the embargo, if they will con. 
trive to do so without calling me by hard names, 
Having, as I say, joined with gentlemen in send- 
ing this bill to the Senate, and having lost all 
hopes of ramming it down their throats, and 
finding it to be assented to, on all hands, that the 
non-intercourse law must die at the end of the 
session, and that it is also assented by every one, 
that it has lowered the price of the products of 
our country, as much as the circuitous voyage, 
unloading and reloading costs, I cannot hesitate 


a moment in giving that vote which will go to- 


ward its instant repeal. 

If the non-intercourse law continues to the end 
of the session, 1 know that the produce of the 
Western country, now going to Orleans, must 
be sold there at the non-intercourse price. If the 
non-intercourse law is now repealed, news will 
reach Orleans, so that the bulk of that produce 
will command the free-trade price, probably ten 
per cent. more, perhaps twenty; this, in the ag- 
gregate, would be an important sum to the West- 
ern country; it would be material aid to my im- 
mediate constituents. And why will gentlemen, 
in the Atlantic States, where access can be had 
to their ports, at all seasons in the year, whose 
constituents are not so much affected by the de- 
lay, gentlemen who can give no reasons for that 
delay which is so injurious to us, insist upon it! 
In this case, we are told, wait a little longer— 
some good may come by waiting. We are told 
this, too, much in the same confidential tone, we 
have been a thousand times told, that in two 
months more, and two months more, the embargo 
would reduce the belligerent Powers in Europe 
to our will, and cure every evil complained of. 
Two months was the time at first, two months 
was the time at the passage of every supplement, 
or new embargo law. Two months was the 
word, until the nation had groaned under its 
pressure fifteen months—until some parts of the 
nation were about to cast it from them with vio- 
lence. At that time, some of the votaries of this 
delusion begged for another two months, and 
some yet cry out two months more would have 
healed all. Ido not like this work of crimination 
and recrimination ; but, when gentlemen in their 
farrago of gratulation to each other on their wis- 
dom, and of their wise measures, call my loyalty 
to this nation in question, as was done by my 
colleague, (Mr. McKee.) in his declaration, tha‘ 
the man who would not acquiesce and give his 
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assent to the all-healing embargo system, would submission, and tell the people that I have sub- 
not have opposed the declaration of the British | mitted to be rained on; do I work myself into a 
Parliament, which said that they had a right to | rage, and make a solemn declaration to the world 
bind Americans in all cases whatsoever, I cannot | that I will no longer submit to be rained on when 
fail to be roused. I lived in those days that young | I go abroad? ‘There is some similarity in the 
entleman has read of. I never had a drop of tory | two cases. If a Power, out of the reach of our 
Blood in my veins. I have unceasingly opposed, | control, from what cause soever, affects our inter- 
with all the powers of my mind and body, the | ests disagreeably, until we have power to correct 
declaration he speaks of—I do so to this day. | that offending Power, we ought to depend on the 
While I, with envy. see the power of Britain on | exercise of our wisdom ; we should never make 
the seas, I never will admit she has any more | our case worse than it is, by erying out that our 
rights there by nature than we. No man in this | all is in danger ; we should study circumspection 
nation would more readily consent to a contest | in all our movements, always cultivating the 
for the ocean with Britain than myself, were | germ of our own power, which has taken deep 
there a prospect of success ; perhaps I possess this | root, and taking, as a Government, and suffering 
feeling to a blameable extreme. I hope! see as | our fellow-citizens to take, advantage of every 
clearly, and value the rights of this nation as | favorable circumstance, every incident, until we 
highly as any man that exists; but I am not so | can say with solemn seriousness and effective ac- 
enthusiastic on this subject as to blend my ideas | tion that we will not submit. We have too long 
of those rights with my ideas of our national | been doing otherwise; an infatuated policy has 
ower. If seems to me as if some gentlemen | prevailed, which is administering poison to this 
ad so confounded things as to form anidea that | germ of power, a plant my heart wishes to see 
a great deal of right with a small share of might | nourished. Against my will the nation has been 
or power-—the whole of both compounded— | weakening as fast as political degeneracy can 
amounting to a given quantity, would answer just | weaken a nation, blessed with the natural re- 
as good a purpose as a large and sufficient share | sources of our country. 
of power added to right, just enough to make up| Before I sit down, I must take the liberty of 
the compound to the same given quantity. For | asking the gentleman from Virginia, who talks 
my part, I have not become so far a convert to | about the fluctuation of prices of American pro- 
this kind of logic, as to tell my neighbor to go to | duce in Europe, whether this fluctuation operates 
law, merely because he has the right of the case | in favor of the American grower of the produce, 
on his side. No, sir, I advise him to wait until | and the fair-dealing exporter, or in favor of those 
there is a prospect of gaining the cause. This | persons, called the dregs of society, the speculat- 
world, I find, is so constituted, that might often | ing law breakers; he will find that the fluetua- 
overcomes right. It is true, that right gives men | tions are owing to the changeable appearance of 
courage; right and courage united work wonders. | the prospects of intercourse with this country, 
Yet, both are not to be relied on, where physical | founded on the various and changing expecta- 
force is to be brought into action at the rate of | tions of the course our Government will pursue, 
one against forty. Because I am not willing to | and that the speculating law breakers are the 
enter into a Quixotic war, which is really so for | gainers. Let commerce take its course in the 
want of an instrument, I think necessary, com- | hands of men so enterprising and managing as 
monly called power, and because I have been op- | the American merchants, ship-owners, and sea- 
posed to certain power-destroying projects, [ am | faring men are, it will find markets. They have 
charged with a disposition to submit, and that by | found sale for American produce, and good re- 
men who ran from and gave up the whole ocean on | turns from places wholly unknown to Salmon 
the appearance of being threatened to be deprived ;-and the geographers that went before him. One 
of the free and uneontrolled use of a part of it. | word of advice to my colleague, (Mr. McKes,) 
Never was a word more inappropriate than the | and [ have done. I beg the gentleman, before he 
word “submit,” when it was introduced into this | undertakes to say again, on this floor, that Amer- 
House last year, at the end of a long string of | ican vessels were totally prohibited the ocean and 
unmeaning words. I could see no use or sense | the rest of the world, and that they had no place 
in the jargonic report to which this emphatic | to go to in safety, to acquaint himself with the 
word was so prominently affixed. I would not | great number of vessels, which, by special per- 
vote, sir. I could not deign to answera question | mits from this Government, (not by permits from 
I considered extremely impertinent, and, in our | foreign Governments,) sailed out of our ports, 
circumstances, highly impolitic. The under- | and made profitable voyages, more so than at any 
standing of the world on these subjects, is, that | other time. Let him inquire, and he will find 
blows immediately follow such language. With- | that, at no time in our history, did our vessels 
out an authorization of immediate hostilities, we | navigate with more safety. I wish him to con- 
ought, like a man of honor, to have kept the idea | sider how his assertions tally with the reports we 
of submission far away from our mouths, at | have of the immense number of embargo break- 
least ; but, in this war of words, gentlemen some- | ers who had made fortunes. A like inquiry would 
times blunder on the word of all others they | convince him that more than one-third of our 
ought most studiously to have avoided. When | vessels, trading to foreign countries, were out at 
a thunder shower overtakes me on the road, and | the time of laying the embargo, and that they 
wets me to the skin, do I go home bawling about | seldom met with less disasters. 
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Mr. Suerrey said that nothing but the apparent 
inconsistency of the vote he was about to give 
could induce him now to trouble the House. 
The question now propounded to the House is, 
Shall we pass the bill, or shall it fall? It will 
be recollected, said Mr. S., that I have heretofore 
voted for the bill throughout, and, also, to insist 
on our disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate, under the impression that a conference 
might produce an amicable result, and effect the 
purposes of both branches of the Legislature. A 
conference has been had; that conference has 
not produced any favorable result, and the Senate 
haveadhered. The question is, Shall the bill fall, 
or shall we take it as the Senate have amended 
it? Ishall vote to recede, not because I particu- 
larly like the bill as it is, but because it is the 
least of the two evils. As the bill went from 
this House, it contained three propositions: Ist. 
Interdicting the public armed vessels of Great 
Britain and France from entering our waters ; 
2d. Interdictory commercial provisions; 3d. The 
repeal of the non-intercourse. No one consid- 
ered either of the two first as containing coer- 
cive principles, but as a kind of policy proper to 
be pursued on account of the injuries we have 
received from both belligerents for several years 
past. No one supposed that the exclusion of ten 
or twenty thousand tons of her shipping would 
be a consideration with the navigating interest of 
Great Britain, but it was thought by the friends 
of the bill to be due to the American character— 
to a sense of dignity and propriety—in this shape. 
to enter a kind of protest against her proceedings. 
She has done us much injury, and no favor; and, 
therefore, we would have adopted a measure 
which we would not otherwise have done. 

The Senate have struck the interdictory com- 
mercial clauses from the bill? What is the con- 
sequence? Is the dignity of the nation better 
supported by putting this bill to sleep than by 
passing a portion of it? We have not, as before, 
a double protest in the bill as amended by the 
Senate, but still, a protest against the injustice 
of the belligerents is contained in the first and 
second sections of the bill. Is it more submission 
to repeal the non-intercourse and exclude British 
armed vessels from our ports, than to suffer the 
non-intercourse to expire at the adjournment of 
Congress? I cannot discover it. Il conceive the 
bill still contains a kind of protest—a provision 
which shows our objection to their illegal pro- 
ceedings.. If nothing of this kind be done, and 
the non-intercourse is suffered to expire, we shall 
be precisely in the state where the embargo found 
us. Weshall have neither directly nor indirectly 
protested, having withdrawn everything like op- 
position to the orders and decrees. 

With respect to ourselves, will we not be ina 
better situation by taking the bill as it came from 
the Senate than by rejecting it entirely? There 
is hardly a gentleman, acquainted with the inter- 
ests of the country, who pretends to support the 
non-intercourse as a measure of expediency. It 
has tended to demoralize the country, and to 
throw wealth and opulence into the hands of the 
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dishonest. What is its effects on the agriculturis;, 
as well asthe merchant? The moment you affec; 
the one of these, you affect the other. Hither q 
trade is carried on directly to the belligereni; 
against the law, or indirectly, through interme. 
diate ports. If directly, there is a hazard, be. 
cause the vessel and cargo are liable to contisca. 
tion, and every one who carries it on must haye 
a premium for his hazard. Suppose the trade 
be indirect, which is the course the honest capi- 
talist will pursue? He will take our produce to 
Amelia island, or Madeira, or some other entre. 
pot, where it must be reshipped, with heavy 
duties and expenses. Can any gentleman say 
that this course of things will promote the in- 
terests of the country when it is throwing the 
burden of the system on his own constituents? 
I have no idea of supporting our honor in this 
way—by throwing the emoluments of our navi. 
gation into the hands of the nation who has in- 
jured you. 

Does the non-intercourse affect Great Britain! 
Is she not as plentifully and as cheaply supplied 
with raw materials as she has been at any other 
time? Gentlemen need not to take my assertion, 
but refer to the prices current in Liverpool o/ 
American products. They will there find thatat 
the present time of suspension of the non-inter- 
course, they are supplied at a much cheaper rate 
than before the embargo. ‘To attempt to coeree 
Great Britain by withholding supplies by the non- 
intercourse system is visionary. Are her manu- 
factures scarce in this country? Can the law 
produce any possible effect in this respect? Cer- 
tainly not, sir. The Secretary of the Treasury 
tells you that the non-intercovrse is a visionary 
phantom ; that it is not enforced, and cannot be; 
but the hazard of introducing foreign goods ope- 
rates as a bounty to fraud. Is it then valuable 
retain this Jaw? Is it not our duty, as soon as 
possible, to get rid of it? 

I shall vote against adhering—and why? The 
bill, as it went from this House, I conceived to 
be calculated to promote the interest of the coun- 
try, and to preserve a protest against the conduct 
of the belligerents. As returned from the Sen- 
ate, it still preserves a protest. It is not coercive, 
but it is not that submission of which gentlemen 
speak. I can get nothing better; and, if I cav- 
not obtain all my objects, it is no reason why | 
should not vote for part of whatI want. I have 
heard mueh said about submission in voting to 
recede. How is it submission? By voting for 
the amendment of the Senate you get clear of 
the non-intercourse law, which is operating on us 
so injuriously, and exclude from our waters the 
armed vessels of the belligerents, those instru- 
ments of arbitrary power which injure our com- 
merce and violate our rights. To declare that 
they shall not come here, it seems is submission. 
To suffer them to fit out and rendezvous in our 
harbors is not submission, but to prevent them 
from so doing is submission. With respect to 
submission, sir, I have an entirely different opin- 
ion from some gentlemen. It is not a very hon- 
orable thing to make a great parade when we 
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g; to talk about fighting when 
we cannot evince our real sentiments by the 
employment of force. I do not consider it sub- 
mission at all to pursue our interest, which is 
clearly involved in the passage of the bill. 

I make these observations that I may not be 
misunderstood as abandoning the grounds I have 
before taken. I would still take the bill as it 
passed this House, rather than in its present 
shape; but, not being able to obtain all, I am 
willing.to take a partof it. If I could not obtain 
the three objects embraced in the bill, 1 would 
take two of them, because I believe the interest 
of the people requires such a course. It is impor- 
tant that we should now act on the subject, or 
we shall injure our country by preventing the en- 
terprise of our merchants from taking advantage 
of the present state of things. 

Mr. McK rose to speak in favor of adhering. 


mean to do nothing; 


| He regretted exceedingly that from want of habit 


in public speaking, and from the much that had 
been said, he could throw but little light on the 


* subject; but, under the idea that erroneous opin- 


ee ee Oe nr ems ent vo ue ee ve et 


ions had been taken up by some gentlemen, he 
said he felt it his duty to sayafew words. It had 
been stated by the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
Troup) that the non-intercourse was the means 
of restraining our citizens to the great injury of 
their interest. I contend, said Mr. McK., that it 
is the restrictions of the European Powers that 
have broken up our commerce. We have been 
shut out of Europe, which is the centre of the 
commerce of the world. There is no part of that 
country which consumes exclusively the excess 
of our commerce but the continent of Europe; 
and we are permitted only to go to the Northern 
part of Europe, where they do not want our pro- 
ducts, where they raise the same articles as our- 
selves; and, till these restrictions are removed, it 
is not material whether the non-intercourse exist 
or not. But Iam for getting rid of it, because 
its Operation is partial, operating injuriously on 
the upright part of thecommunity. Conformably 
to this idea, I voted fora bill for this purpose, 
which in my opinion was the most rational mea- 
sure that could have been adopted to repeal the 
non-intercourse law. This bill was sent on to the 
other branch of the Legislature ; and if they have 
not accepted it, it is no longer my fault if the cit- 
izens of America suffer under the non-intercourse 


law. No object is to be gained by a hasty repeal 
of it. Gentlemen are mistaken when they in- 


dulge the idea that our products will be enhanced 
in value by a repeal of the non-intercourse. It 
may give a momentary elevation to prices; but 
when the result of the first voyage is known, they 
will be lower than they are now. I voted for 
postponement, as I thought we had better have 
waited for information from Europe; but as that 
was negatived, I shall vote to adhere to the bill. 

Mr. Macon said he should vote to adhere. As 
the bill went from the House, it contained an 
equal measure to both belligerents; but it was 
notso now. France, he said, had now no Amer- 
ican dominions, and her vessels of war could not 
come into these seas. The interdiction of armed 
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vessels from our waters would have no effect 
upon France, while it unquestionably would upon 
England. This would be the natural operation 
of the bill. The course pursued heretofore by 
this Government had been with a view to main- 
tain a perfect neutrality. The bill wasa departure 
from that principle; and it had better fail than 
that we should depart from that system of impar- 
tiality which had so long prevailed in the nation. 
If the protest in the bill was equally strong in re- 
lation to both belligerents, as it was in the original 
bill, the objections to receding would not in his 
mind have been half as great as they are; butthe 
impartiality of it was entirely destroyed. 

Mr. Fisx.—Mr. Speaker, it is with reluctance 
that I rise again to address the House upon any 
question concerning this bill—a bill which has been 
so long and so often before the House, and so 
much discussed, that but few, if any gentlemen, 
present, are not prepared to givea final vote upon 
it. But it is with some surprise, that I hear gen- 
tlemen declaring that they now entertain a dif- 
ferent opinion upon this subject, from what they 
have heretofore expressed. Togentlemen on the 
other side of the House, who have uniformly op- 
posed the embargo and non-intercourse acts, as a 
system of commercial restrictions, operating only 
upon the American people, I say nothing. They, 
in voting to get rid of them, can at least plead the 
merit of consistency in their votes. But, of gen- 
tlemen who have been the auth@rs and advocates 
of these measures till this time, I would inquire 
why are they now to be abandoned without any 
substitute or system? Have the great objects for 
which they were adopted been obtained? Have 
the belligerents ceased in any considerable degree 
to violate your neutral rights, to depredate upon 
the property of your citizens? Are their decrees 
and orders, which have been considered in this 
House so obnoxious, rescinded? No; the sys- 
tem of the belligerents remains unchanged, but 
we, impatient to risk our property again in their 
power, anxious for a profitable market, are about 
to give up all pretence of resistance to their ag- 
gressions, by receding from our vote of adherence, 
and agreeing to the amendments of the Senate! 

Is it expected that the American people, after 
the spirit of patriotism and independence they 
have manifested in submitting to the embargo 
and non-intercourse acts, will now be willing to 
succomb to either England or France? No, sir. 
And when gentlemen who passed these laws, 
now discover so much impatience to repeal them, 
and there stop, I would ask them for some ar- 
guments to satisfy the people, to offer to my con- 
stituents, for this going back policy—this retro- 
grade legislatioa. If we want spirit to resist or 
resent the injuries and insults we have received, 
let us avow il, that our moderation may be known 
to all men, or at least to those who have sent us 
here. If the non-intercourse is now to be repealed, 
for the purpose of finding a market, let us declare 
it, and tell the merchants we have done wrong in 
restraining them so long, from the profits of the 
voyage. If we cannot, or will not, protect our 
foreign commerce, let the merchants know then 
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are notto expect any assistance. But let us go 
farther than barely to repeal this law: let the 
work of repeal proceed, and take off your discrim- 
inating tonnage duties, open your ports to the 
vessels of =~ nation upon equalterms. If we 
cannot go to the purchaser and consumer of our 
produce, let them come here upon the most fa- 
vorable terms, and thus create a competition in 
our own market, which will be advantageous to 
the grower and tothe farmer; reduce the Army, 
and retrench the expenses of the Navy. Let us 
have some fixed course, something upon which 
the people of this country may calculate will en- 
dure longer than from the meeting to the adjourn- 
ment of a session of Congress. Say that you 
will have some system, if it be a receding, submis- 
sive, terrapin system. A fluctuant, irresolute, 
uncertain course of legislation, is, of all others, the 
most ruinous. It carries disappointment and dis- 
tress to every class of the people, and to every 
quarter of the country. 

In the early part of the session I was willing 
to have repealed the non-intercourse, upon the 
terms and under the limitations contained in this 
bill as it passed from this House, and accordingly 

, voted for it, under the impression that the advices 
we might during the present session receive from 
Europe, would enable Congress to fix upon a 

ace or war system. It was my belief that the 
ill would have been viewed in the other House 
as ithad been héte,and that it would have passed 
that branch of the Legislature without delay, or 
material amendment. But I have been mistaken, 
and am still unable to account for the course it 
has taken in the other House. Having had the 
honor to be a member of the committee of con- 
ference, and to meet a committee on the part of 
the Senate, for the purpose of uniting the opinion 
of the two Houses upon this bill, I may be per- 
mitted to state why an agreement has not been 
the result of the conference. 

It has been said that the committee on the part 
of this House were determined to have nothing 
but the bill in its original form, that they would 
not agree to any modification. This assertion, 
sir, is untrue, let who will make it. As a mem- 
ber of that committee, I was disposed to yield to 
any arguments which would justify it, and this 
disposition was manifested by every member of 
your committee. We were not so tenacious of 
the provisions of the bill, as to insist on them in 
preference to any and every other; if those were 
shown to be improper they would have been aban- 
doned with or without a substitute. But as the 
Senate had the bill before them,and had requested 
a conference, the very forms of parliamentary 
proceedings authorized your committee to expect 
that the committee from the Senate would assign 
some substantial reasons for their amendments, or 
be willing to agree to some modification of the 
bill. Thearguments of that committee, advanced 
by one of its members, for striking out the several 
sections of the bill, were—that the bill as it passed 
the House was submission to the orders and de- 
crees of the belligerents, concealed under a show 
of commercial regulations, and the Senate had 











done no more than to tear the veil from it. Their 
next argument seemed to answer and refute the 
first ; it was urged that if Great Britain should re. 
taliate our own system and exclude our vessel 
from her ports, it would produce a complete nop. 
intercourse between the two countries. Another 
argument for striking out the obnoxious sections 
was, that we were unable to carry on a commer. 
cial warfare with England ; that it required y; 
three months to make a law which she coul( 
countervail with asingle dash of the pen. Then 
it was said, that an embargo or non-importation 
act were the only measures by which we could 
affect her. This reasoning, so directly at war 
with itself, however it may have excited the as. 
tonishment of your committee, did not produce 
a conviction that it was their duty to accede w 
the amendments of the other House. 

After objecting to the bill asa weak submissive 


measure for repealing the non-intercourse, why | 


strike out every other and material part of it but 
this repealing clause? Because it is not submis- 
sion, because England may feel its provisions and 
retaliate and produce a state of things, which gen- 
tlemen admit she would be very unwilling to 
bring about and very unable to support, a non-in- 
tercourse. And yet gentlemen say, an embargo 
is the only measure which will affect her. And 
do gentlemen pretend, that they are willing to 
resist her aggressions, and oppose the only mea- 
sure they consider resistance? No, sir, they tell 
us something more easily to be understood when 
they say, that we are unable to carry on a com- 
mercial contest with her. This isa very modern 
doctrine, and proves rather the wishes of those 
who preach it, than the correctness of the prin- 
ciple upon which it is founded. And had those 
who avow it now have declared it a few years 
ago, it might have saved much of this sort of con- 
test and led to something more effectual. 

To obviate the objection that our vessels would 
be liable to forfeiture in British and French ports, 
for excluding British and French vessels from 
our ports, under penalty of forfeiture, your com- 
mittee proposed so to modify the bill as to admit 
British and French ships to come here with Brit- 
ish and French articles of merchandise. But 
this was promptly rejected by the committee from 
the Senate. 

That committee was then requested to offer 
some proposition upon which the committee from 
each House might agree—and your committee 
were presented with a proposition of so general 
a nature that it might mean literally everything, 
but practically nothing. It proposed “ author- 
‘ izing the President, under his instructions made 
f peeioounnbly to the laws of nations, to grant con- 
‘voy to merchant ships laden with American 
* property.” This it was said was taking a respect- 
able, independent attitude, one that would be hon- 
orable to the nation. Could your committee 
have viewed it in this light they would readily 
have acceded to it. But to the minds of your 
committee it presented nothing but a new source 
of difficulty to our present commercial embar- 
rassments. 
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But a very superfluous acquaintance with the 
laws of nations, will teach any one that convoy 
is not, nor ever has been regulated by any general 
and well settled rule, which has been at any time 


recognised by maritime nations, as a rule of con- 


duct. 


> ticles. 


and condemnation. 


England claims the right of searching all 
vessels for enemy’s property or contraband ar- 
And her Courts of Admiralty have deci- 
ded, especially in the well known case of the 
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The question now recurs, shall this House re- 
cede from, cr adhere to, their disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate? And why, let me 
ask gentlemen, shall this House recede, and at 
this time, rest satisfied with a repeal of the non- 
intercourse? Are the merchants uneasy? Ad- 
mit the fact, but can you relieve them by this 
measure ? Can you promise them either an une 
interrupted voyage, or a sure market? No, sir; 


Swedish convoy, that resistance to what they | the blockading decrees, the Orders in Council 


term the right of search, is good cause of capture 
France resists this doctrine. 
Russia and the Northern Powers have, ever since 


} the famous armed neutrality, contended for the 


principle that free ships make free goods ; and 
the writers upon the laws of nations, particularly 


© Vattel, assert, that belligerents have the right to 
prevent neutrals trading with the enemy in con- 


traband articles, and that this right confers the 


1 power of enforcing it, by ascertaining the nature 


of the cargo, which cannot be done in any man- 
ner so effectually as by search. Although France 


’ and the Northern Powers have resisted the claim 


to search, as a claim not warranted by any other 


? than the conventional law of those Powers who 
7 had settled it by treaty; yet America has never 


cs 


et resisted this claim, but has admitted it in all 

r commercial treaties with the European 
Powers. 

Then, sir, what does this new section propose ? 


’ To authorize the President to do what is impos- 


sible for him to do. To issue instructions for 
eonvoying according to the laws of nations, when 


| nations acknowledge no law upon this subject. 


The President is required to conform to a rule 
which is no where to be found. It proposed pla- 
cing the Executive upon the bed of Procrustes. 
If his instructions permitted the convoy to be 
searched, and carried into port for further proof, 
the President alone is to be responsible for the 
consequences. If search were to be prohibited 
and resisted, and capture and condemnation be 
the result, the President is to be responsible. If 
this nation will protect commerce by convoy, let 
the rule and regulations, under abioh convoy 
shall sail, be settled by both Houses of Congress, 
and let the Congress pledge the resources of the 
nation to enforce the rule which we may settle, 
whether it shall be resistance to all search, or to 
any particular mode of search. But I never 
would consent to devolve this duty upon any offi- 
cer in the Government. 

If f wished to pass a law which should have 
for its object the protection of commerce, this un- 
limited, indefinite convoy proposition would be 
the last I would agree to. If I wished to embar- 
rass our trade and embroil the Executive, the 
merchants, and the country in war, this is the 
course I would take, and should feel confident it 
would lead to that result. 

Taking this view of this proposition, which 
your committee believed to be correct, it was im- 
possible they could agree to it; and however 
great may have been their anxiety to have united 
in Opinion with the committee of the Senate, they 
have found it impracticable. 





and the edicts of France still exist. Is it toavoid 
an entrepot? No. sis, you cannot tell the mer- 
chants this. By this repeal, so long as the ports 
on the Continent are shut, Liverpool and London 
will be substituted for Fayal and Amelia island, 
new warehouses may be procured, but a new 
market will not be found; a general depression 
of prices must immediately follow; for the Brit- 
ish purchaser will know he can make his own 
terms with the American seller, so long as we can 
go to no other than an English market with our 
produce. 

If it be true, as some gentlemen assert, that the 
conduct of Mr. Jackson will be approved by the 
British Government, and that the treatment he 
received here will be resented by that nation, in | 
what a perilous situation do you place the Amer- 
ican merchant by repealing this act at this period ? 
You invite him to his destruction. 

It is now all-important that this question should 
be delayed a few days longer. It will be admitted, 
that interesting events have occurred in Europe 
since the first of January, of which Congress in a 
short time will be further and better advised. The 
war may be considered closed on the Continent. 
A new Ministry and the meeting of Parliament 
in England may justify the expectation, that we 
shall soon receive important advices from the 
British Government. Let it be either favorable 
or unfavorable, it will be improper to recede from 
the vote this House has given upon this bill. For 
suppose it the most favorable, can we expect any- 
thing more than a recall of Mr. Jackson, a ratifi- 
cation of Mr. Erskine’s arrangement, and a new 
mission to this Government? Yet it will be re- 
membered that the arrangement with Mr. Ers- 
kine requires as a condition on our part, that the 
non-intercourse act as relates to France should 
be continued. Were we now to repeal it we 
should run the hazard of creating further embar- 
rassments, to any adjustment with the British 
Government. If the next advices we are to re- 
ceive are unfavorable, you would, by repealing 
all your restrictions, place the property of your 
merchants in the power of an enemy. It may 
be that a negotiation is now pending and pro- 
gressing with both the British and the French 
Governments. Would it be advisable then for 
us now to act upon this question? If we this 
day repeal the non-intercourse act, we may ipa 
few days be under the necessity of re-enacting it 
as shall relate to England or France, in order to 

| restore the relations upon any arrangement which 
may have been made with either of those Gov- 
ernments. To accede to the amendments of the® 
Senate, would not only at once yield the question 
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to the belligerents, and acknowledge our inability 
to resist their 5 but it would be an ob- 
vious departure from that neutral course which 
it has been the solicitude of this Government to 
pursue since the year 1793. For the undeniable 
effect will be, to furnish a large supply of provi- 
sion and naval stores to one of the belligerents. 
It might frustrate pending negotiations. The 
door of negotiation, it is said, is still open. Iam 
unwilling to close it at this time, by an act of 
hostility or submission. If this bill should pass 
as amended, we cannot expect to negotiate. For 
what will remain for ustotreat about? We yield 
all resistance, we remove all commercial restric- 
tions. And what then is left to be settled? Why 
should a British or French Minister be sent to 
treat for a free commercial intercourse with us; 
when we. disposed to forget what we dare not re- 
sent, have, after three years complaining, given 
up the controversy ? 

To agree to this amendment, especially at this 
time, and in the present posture of our national 
affairs, would be sporting with the feelings, and 
trifling with the rights of a great, a brave, gene- 
rous and injured people. 

Why, let me ask gentlemen, shall we be hur- 
ried into this measure? Are we not able, have 
We not spirit, to pursue a more manly and inde- 
pendent course? The resources of the nation 
are abundant. The people are willing, nay they 
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the lands ceded to the United States by treaties 
between the United States and the Delaware. 
Pottawamie, Eel River, Wea, and Kickapoo 
tribes of Indians, dated at Fort Wayne, on the 
thirtieth of September, and twenty-sixth of Octo. 
ber, 1809 ; and at Vincennes, on the ninth of De- 
cember, 1809. 

The bill making provision for the relief of the 
infirm, disabled, and superannuated officers and 
soldiers of the late Revolutionary army, and of 
the present army of the United States, was read 
a third time; and, on motion of Mr. Ngexson, re- 
committed for the purpose of amending the de- 
tails of the bill. 


FIRST MERIDIAN. 


Mr. Pirxin, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the twenty-fifth of January last, the 
memorial of William Lambert, made the follow- 
ing report thereon: 


That the memorialist states that, for the purpose of 
laying a foundation for the establishment ofa first 
meridian for the United States of America, at the seat 
of Government, he has made calculations to determine 





pe 


from Greenwich Observatory, in England; and that 
he submits the same, together with the data and ele- 
ments on which his calculations are made, to the con- 





eT 


sideration and patronage of the National Legislature. | 


The committee have deemed the subject worthy the 
attention of Congress, and would, therefore, beg leave 


are anxious, to defend and protect their rights. | to observe, that the necessity of the establishment of a 
And shall we betray a disposition to yield ? | first meridian, or meridian which should pass through 
Rather than do it,I would at once draw the sword, | some particular place on the globe, from which geo- 


defend their rights, and avenge their wrongs. 





Wepnespay, March 28. 


Mr. Horry, from the committee appointed on 
the seventh instant, presented a bill for altering 
the times of holding the district court of the Uni- 
ted States for the New Jersey district; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Saturday next. 

The following Message from the Prestpent 
or THE Unirep Srares, received yesterday, was 
read : 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In consequence of your resolution of the twenty- 
sixth instant, an inquiry has been made into the cor- 
respondence of our Minister at the Court of London 
with the Department of State; from which it appears 
that no official communication has been received from 
him since his receipt of the letter of November 23d 
last, from the Secretary of State. A letter of January 
4th, 1810, has been received from that Minister by Mr. 
Smith ; but being stated to be private and unofficial, 
and involving, moreover, personal considerations of a 
delicate nature, a copy is considered as not within the 
purview of the call of the House. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Marcu 27, 1810. 


On motion of Mr. Jenninos, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


graphers and navigators could compute or reckon longi- 
| tude, is too obvious to need eludication. 


The ancient Greek geographers placed their first | 
meridian to pass through one of the islands, which were | 


| by them called the Fortunate Islands, since called the 
Canaries. Those islands were situated as far west as 
any lands that had then been discovered, or were known 
by ancient navigators in that part of the world. 

They reckoned their longitude east, from Heria or 
Junonia, one of these islands, supposed to be the pres- 
ent Island of Teneriffe. 

The Arabians, it is said, fixed their first meridian at 

| the most westerly part of the continent of Africa. In 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, when Europe 
was emerging from the dark ages, and a spirit of enter- 
prise and discovery had arisen in the south of Europe, 
and various plans were formed, and attempts made to 
find a new route to the East Indies, geographers 

| and navigators continued to calculate longitude from 
Ferro, one of the same islands, though some of them 
extended their first meridian as far west as the Azores 
or Western islands. 

In more modern times, however, most of the Euro- 
pean nations, and particularly England and France, 

| have established a first meridian to pass through the 

| capital, or some place in their respective countries, and 

| to which, they have iately adapted their charts, and as- 
tronomical tables. 

It would perhaps have been fortunate for the science 
of geography and navigation, that all nations had agreed 
upon a first meridian, from which all geographers and 





; navigators might have calculated longitude ; but as this 


Lands be, and they are hereby, directed to in-| has not been done, and in all probability never will 


“quire into the expediency of instituting and estab- 
lishing one or more districts for the disposal of 


| take place, the committee are of opinion that, situated 


as we are inthis Western hemisphere, more than three 


the longitude of the Capitol, in the City of Washington, | 
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thousand miles from any fixed or known meridian, it 
would be proper, in a national point of view, to estab- 
lish a first meridian for ourselves ; and that measures 


i should be taken for the eventual establishment of such 


a meridian in the United States. 


In examining the maps and charts of the United 
States, and the particular States, or their seacoasts, 
which have been published in this country, the com- 
mittee find that the publishers have assumed different 
places in the United States, as first meridians. 

This creates confusion, and renders it difficult, with- 
out considerable calculation, to ascertain the relative 


) situation of places in this country. This difficulty is 
? also increased, by the circumstance that, in Louisiana, 


) our newly acquired territory, longitude has heretofore 


| been reckoned from Paris the capital of the French 


Empire. 
The exact longitude of any place in the United States 


: being ascertained from the meridian of the observatory 


> at Greenwich, in England, a meridian with which we 
) have been conversant,it would not be difficult to adapt 


) all our maps, charts, and astronomical tables, to the 
’ meridian of such a place. 
) more proper than the seat of Government. 


) ation of the committee, that Mr. Lambert has calcu- 


| n pleiadum, (aleyone) one of the seven stars, on the 
+ night of the 20th of October, 1804. 


} 
j 
i 
! 
i 


) roid,) is 76° 53’ 6”. 920 degrees west. Thecommittee | “ 4 
| Secretary of the Navy that the present annual 


| far as the committee have had time to examine them, | 
_ they appear to be correct. 
_ so much nicety, the correct decision of which depends 


And no place, perhaps, is 
It appears by the papers submitted to the consider- 


lated the longitude of the Capitol in the City of Wash- 
ington, from the royal observatory at Greenwich, by 
one of the most approved methods now in use for that 
purpose, viz: an occultation of a known fixed star by 
the moon. 

His calculations are founded on an occultation of 


By these calcu- 
lations it appears, that the longitude of the Capitol, in 
the City of Washington, as reduced according to the 
true figure of the earth, (being that of an oblate sphe- 


would observe, that Mr. Lambert appears to be well 
acquainted with astronomical calculations ; and that, so 





In a question, however, of | 





so much on the accuracy of the observations made, 
_ and the goodness of the instruments used, and when 
_ the smallest error in the data will necessarily produce 
an erroneous result, full reliance ought not to be 
_ placed on calculations made from a single observation. 


- moon and a fixed star, or other methods, as well as 


Indeed, in order to be certain of a correct result, it 
may be proper that more than one of the various me- | 
thods of ascertaining longitude should be used; that | 
calculations should be made from observations of the 
eclipses of Jupiter’s satellites, of solar eclipses, of the 
angular distances between the sun and moon, or the 


from observations on occultations of fixed stars. 


The committee are, therefore, of opinion that, in 
order to lay a foundation for the establishment of a 
first meridian in this Western hemisphere, the Presi- 
dent of the United States should be authorized to cause | 
the longitude of the City of Washington, from the ob- 
servatory at Greenwich, in England, to be ascertained 





| with the greatest possible degree of accuracy; and | 
| that he also be authorized, for that purpose, to procure 


the necessary astronomical instruments. 
They, therefore, beg leave to submit to the consid- 
eration of the House, the following resolution : 
Resolved, That it is expedient to make provision, 
by law, authorizing the President of the United States 
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to cause the longitude of the City of Washington, 
from the observatory at Greenwich, in England, to be 
ascertained with the greatest degree of accuracy ; and 
also authorizing him, for that purpose, to procure the 
necessary astronomical instruments. 

In presenting the above report, Mr. Pirxin ob- 
served that the object of the committee was to 
have a first meridian established for the United 
States, from which computations of longitude 
might be generally made, that maps, charts, and 
nautical tables, might not, as heretofore, be calcu- 
lated from the observatory at Greenwich. or from 
the varying points of Philadelphia, New York, 
Washington, or Charleston. Mr. P. dilated upon 
the advantages of such a measure. Congress 
would fix upon the place most proper for a first 
meridian ; and, perhaps, as Washington was the 
seat of Government, it would be as proper a place 
asany. Asthe longitude must be taken very ex- 
actly, various instruments would be necessary for 
the purpose of making astronomical observations. 
As he was desirous that a bill should pass on the 
subject at this session, he did not move a refer- 
ence of the report to a Committee of the Whole, 
but moved that it lie on the table, to give gentle- 
men time to consider it before he asked a decis- 
ion on it. 

The report was accordingly ordered to lie on 
the table. 


GUNBOATS. 


Mr. Van Dyke said it would be recollected 
that at the first session of the tenth Congress a 
law had been passed authorizing the purchase or 
employment of a number of gunboats, for which 
purpose a sum of upwards of $800,000 had been 
appropriated. It appeared from a report of the 


expense of keeping them in ordinary, was $64,- 
00C. In another report from the Secretary of 
the Navy, made to a committee of the Senate, it 
appeared that a number of the gunboats had been 
built of green materials, and if suffered to remain 
in service for a year would scarcely be worth the 
expense of repairing them. Those facts having 
been ascertained, an attempt was made (unsuc- 
cessfully) at the last session to inquire whether 
it would not be prudent to authorize the Presi- 
dent to sell the gunboats or a part of them. Mr. 
Van D. said it was now about the close of the ses- 
sion, and, for anything he had yet ascertained, he 
was not induced to suppose that the whole num- 
ber of the gunboats would be necessary in any 
event. If peace was to result, they would be 
unquestionably unnecessary; if war, and the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy was to be 
confided in, in all probability a number of them 
would be found unfit to be employed in the public 
service. In every view of the subject, Mr. Van 
D. said, it appeared proper to him that an inquiry 
should be made. He moved the following reso- 
lution, which he said he presumed would not be 
objected to by any gentleman in the House: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on our Naval Es- 
tablishment be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing the President of the United States to 
sell such of the gunboats belonging to the United 
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States as he may judge unfit or unnecessary to be 
employed in the public service.” 

Mr. Macon thought this a very good motion 
as far as it went; but, in order to bring the whole 
subject of the naval force before the House, 
moved to amend the motion so as also to include 
“frigates and other vessels of war.” He thought 
that the more of them were sold the better. 

Mr. Basserr expressed his satisfaction that at 
length a proposition had been presented to the 
House on the subject of the Navy, of such a na- 
ture as to induce them to consider it; for he had 
been unable to prevail upon them to take up the 
report of that committee. It was a duty he owed 
to the committee to state what attention they had 
paid to the subject. A proposition for selling 
such of the gunboats as were unnecessary, had at 
an early day been before the committee. It had 
been postponed, however, because it had been 
deemed na to see what would be the probable 
state of things at the adjournment of Congress, be- 
fore ieee a report on the state of the gun- 
boats. The committee had been paralyzed in its 


_ attempts to do anything py perceiving that what 


was already done by it was not attended to by 
the House. Mr. B. instanced a report in par- 
ticular on the subject of a marine hospital, which, 
without requiriug any appropriation from the 
Treasury, was a very necessary provision. As 
to the frigates, it was absolutely necessary that 
something should be done in relation to them. 
Already was one frigate unworthy repair, and 
the others in the yard were deteriorating at the 
rate of 30 per cent. per annum. If it was the 
determination of the House not to repair them, 
they had better be sold while they would fetch 
anything. 

Mr. Van Dyke said that as the whole of his 
motion had reference only to the gunboats, and 
he did not wish to include any other vessels, he 
should vote against the amendment, which, 
however, the gentleman would have it in his 
power to move at any time in a separate proposi- 
tion. He was not so fully decided on the pro- 
priety of disposing of the frigates as of the gun- 
boats. He quoted the reports of the Secretary of 
the Navy last Summer, to show the alleged in- 
efficacy and expensiveness of gunboats compared 
with larger vessels of war. 

Mr. Macon said, if he was to search the files, 
he could find reports of the former Secretary of 
the Navy decidedly in favor of gunboats. Be 
that as it might, however, it did not affect the 
principle of inquiry. The fact was, however, 
that the gentleman from Delaware was against 
the gunboatsintoto. Mr. M. said he agreed with 
him there, but he would go further. He was 
opposed also to the Navy, and was willing to in- 
quire into the whole—and there was certainly 
nothing unfair in this. If the Legislature really 
meant to maintain a navy, it was time that they 
should pursue some regular system, and not one 
year build frigates, and another year gunboats, 
&c., and the timber for the vessels should be 
seasoned, so that they should not rot as soon as 
built, The whole of the vessels forming the 
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present Navy of the United States, if a few frig- 
ates deseved that name, had been built of green 
timber. Notwithstanding the noise that had been 
made about frigates, Mr. M. said that when we 
had a sort of war with France, the first gun_fired 
was from a merchantman (commanded by the 
elder Decatur) which had been turned into a 
frigate. 

Mr. Goup observed that it was true that that 
gentleman might find opinions of the Secretary 
of the Navy and of other persons in favor of gun- 
boats ; the time was when the current of public 
opinion had run in their favor; but the time had 
passed, and the gentleman could scarcely finda 
man now who was in favor of them. 
be no doubt that as to the gunboats some measure 
of considerable extent was necessary to be taken; 
but this observation did not apply to all public 
vessels. He was, therefore, against the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Smuitip said it was not an uncommon 
thing in this House for members to assume as 
matter of fact what others expressly denied. 
The opinion expressed by the gentleman from 
New York might be that which he entertained 
as to gunboats; but he was going too far when he 
said it was a general opinion. The House had 
had opinions in their favor of men better quali- 
fied to judge of them than either himself or the 
gentleman from New York. There had been no 
opportunity to test their utility. They were 
never counted upon as a maritime force, but asa 
defence for our ports and harbors. If any of the 
vessels were unfit for service, and in such a situ- 
ation that they could not be repaired without un- 
justifiable expense, he was for disposing of them, 
and, therefore, was in favor of the amendment 
and of the original motion. As to the Navy, he 
ever had been of opinion that the United States 
should never think of becoming a naval Power. 
The Navy had been for many years a sinking 
fund to the Government without doing the least 
good, except in the affair in the Mediterranean 
some years ago. He was not, however, for im- 
mediately abolishing the Navy; but as soon as 
they could with propriety be got rid of, he said it 
would be for the benefit of the nation that we 
should not have a single ship of war. 

Mr. Govp called upon the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to showa single opinion of any 
naval man at the present day on the subject of 
gunboats but what was in opposition to the whole 
system. 

Mr. Pickman conceived there could be no ob- 
jection to the amendment, as the objeet was 
merely an inquiry. 

Mr. Tay or said he was for committing the 
whole subject, and he believed sound arguments 
could be produced which would go to convince 
the House and the nation that the frigates and 
vessels of war were quite as useless in the present 
state of the world as the much derided gunboats. 
As to the utility of gunboats, when the law passed 
for procuring them, the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, (Mr. Dana,) who was in the habit of mak- 
ing admissions which sometimes drew upon him 
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the censure of violent party papers for his candor, 
had admitted that in shallow water the approach 
of an enemy might be rendered extremely incon- 
venient by gunboats, and that they might be 


* troublesome opponents; and more perhaps could 
» not be said of the frigates. 


Mr. T. appeared to 
be of opinion that the gunboats and frigates 
should share the same fate. 

Mr. Lyon also spoke in favor of the motion, 


) and Mr. Cook against it. 


Mr. Macon’s amendment was agreed to, and 


| the resolution, as amended, was agreed to without 


division. 
COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, being the bill concerning 
commercial intercourse, &c. 

Mr. NeLson moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till Saturday next.— 
Motion lost, yeas 57, nays 66, as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, William Butler, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, William Crawford, Richard 
Cutts, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, 'Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, Benjamin How- 


? ard, Jacob Hufty, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Alexander 
' McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jere- 


miah Morrow, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 


) Thos. N ewbold, John Nicholson, John Porter, Peter R. 


Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rheaof Ten- 


| nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 


Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John 


Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, 


Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles ‘Turner, jun., 
Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, 
and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nays—Lemuel J. Alston, Ezekiel Bacon, William 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Jas. Breckenridge, William 
A. Burwell, John Campbell, William Chamberlin, 
Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jun., John Daw- 
son, William Ely, James Emott, David 8S. Garland, 
Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, 
William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert 
Jenkins, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Liv- 
ermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Pleasant M. 
Miller, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., 
Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, Samuel 
Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephen- 
son, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, Jabez Upham, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. 
Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, 
and James Wilson. 

The question recurring on the motion to ad- 
here, Messrs. Fisk, Hottanp, Love, and Mum- 
FORD, supported the motion. 

Mr. GaRLAND said it was with extreme reluc- 
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tance that he rose to address the House on a sub- 
jectso much exhausted as this was ; but he trusted 
that the extraordinary course which this debate 
had taken would be his excuse. The opponents 
to the amendments of the Senate, said Mr. G., 
appear to consider a disagreement to them asa 
test of principle and as an evidence of patriotism. 
Sir, this is a vote respecting the interest of our 
Own country, and not a question connected with 
our foreign relations. The vote cannot affect 
our relation to any other nation, because the 
law which will be repealed if we recede has no 
effect abroad, nor anywhere except on ourselves. 
Were any one to read the speeches delivered on 
this occasion, without knowing the question be- 
fore the House, they would suppose that our po- 
litical existence would be prostrated by the pas- 
sage of the billas amended. But, sir, what is the 
bill ? It proposes to repeal a flimsy non-intercoufse 
system which you cannot execute, which ope- 
rates exclusively to the injury of your own cit- 
izens, taxing your whole export trade at the rate 
of at least twenty per cent. Sir, is it consistent 
with the dignity of the nation to support a sys- 
tem of this kind ? Is the nation disposed to corrupt 
all her citizens and to impose a tax on our export 
trade for the purpose of rewarding the man who 
violates your laws, or giving a monopoly to the 
foreign carrier? Lavow here, sir, that there is 
no man who feels a stronger attachment to his 
country than I do, my whole life will prove it, 
and I can manifest it in no better way than by 
getting rid of such a system as this, which will 
disgrace her in the eyes of the world. Gentle- 
men call upon the House to have a regard for the 
consistency of their conduct. When the nation 
has discovered herself to be in error in relation to 
a particular measure, will she not have magnan- 
imity enough to relinquish it, rather thaa to skulk 
out of it by letting it expire at the end of the pre- 
sent session? The true question before the House 
is not beyond a point of patriotism, nor does it 
involve any great question of national policy. It 
is merely whether you will rid yourself of this 
system, or keep it on to the corruption of your 
citizens. Can any man doubt which of the two 
to choose? [should think not. If the design be 
to protect the interests of the country, sir, take 
something more efficient, and which will be felt 
by those on whom you wish it to operate. This 
is not of that description, it is imperfect abroad 
and oppressive at home. 

But gentlemen who support the disagreement 
of the Senate’s amendments tell you that to agree 
with the Senate would be submission. Where 
is it to be found, sir? Is it yielding any of the 
rights of the country to rid ourselves of this ob- 
noxious measure? It is not; it is ridding our- 
selves of a nuisance which has rendered those 
vicious who would be otherwise virtuous, by of- 
fering temptations too strong for human nature. 
A hue-and-cry has on this occasion been raised 
against the merchants. They are like other peo- 
ple, liable to temptation ; and if you make it too 
strong, like other citizens they will yield to it. I 
have not heard a single gentleman in opposition 
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to the Senate’s amendment attempt for a single 
moment to justify the non-intercourse system. 
They say the bill as amended does not go far 
enough. Sir, if it is good as far as it goes, it is 
therefore incumbent on us to accept it. On that 
principle I shall always act. On that principle I 
voted for the bill as it went from this House, al- 
though I considered the restrictive sections con- 
tained in the bill as conflicting with the interests 
of the country, but accepted of it as the lesser 
evil. I was anxious to get rid of the non-inter- 
course system, and therefore voted for the bill as 
it went from this House. As amended it is now 
more acceptable to me than it was before. 

But, sir, if we are to have nothing but a non- 
intercourse, which is in itself worse than nothing, 
to protect the declining honor of the nation, we 
shall be disgraced indeed, as gentlemen seem to 
think we should be by the adoption of this bill. 
Restraining our own commerce will not have the 
smallest effect upon the nation which has most 
injured our commercial rights—I mean Great 
Britain. We have a complete intercourse with 
Great Britain, while we have none with France— 
and the prevailing opinion is, that when the law 
is violated by voyages direct to Great Britain, we 
cannot recover a single penalty from the offender. 
On the score of consistency, if we mean to pre- 
serve our neutrality, we ought for that reason to 
repeal the law; for it is in foree effectually as to 
France and not as to Great Britain. 

I know that many gentlemen entertain the idea 
that commerce is not essential to this country ; 
that it is a load on the wheels of this Govern- 
ment, which retards its operation. I must differ 
with gentlemen. I believe there is an intimate 
connexion between commerce and agriculture; 
that you cannot promote the interest of the one 
without also promoting the success of the other; 
neither can you injure the interest of the one 
without injuring the interests of the other. An 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Smite) has said that he would not go to war for 
commerce. That, sir, isa point for the consid- 
eration of the nation, whether we will relinquish 
the freedom of the seas or not. Ifit bean object 
worth contending for, it becomes,the nation to 
make the effort. If it be not worth contending 
for, why not let commerce go free, as you refuse 
it the protection which the Government has in 
its power to give? Regulation and protection 
should always go together; and if we are de- 
termined to abandon our commerce to the depre- 
dation of the European world, we should leave 
it free as possible to take its own way. The Le- 
gislature has been, as was observed the other day 
by a gentleman from New York, legislating on 
this subject for five years. If you look at the re- 
ports of the Secretary of the Treasury, you will 
see the benefits that have resulted from the legis- 
lative provisions on that subject. In 1806, the duty 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, was upwards 
of fourteen millions of dollars; it is now reduced 
to less than half that sum—your commerce has 
dwindled in the hands of its foster fathers toa 
mere shadow. And whenever you give up your 
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When therefore gentle. 
men consider commerce not worthy of their at- 


tention, they should reflect that the principal sup- 


port of the Government has been derived from 
that source, and that if we abandon it we mus 
resort to loans, direct taxes, or something more 
unpleasant than the protection of the commercial 
rights of the nation. ste ss 

The worthy patron of this bill (Mr. Macoy) 
objects to the bill as amended, because it is not 
impartial as to Great Britain and France. I have 
been very much astonished at that declaration, 
sir. I consider the law as it now operates as par- 
tial to Great Britain while itis hostile to France. 
The repeal of it would leave them to compete in 
our ports as they could. If either have the ai- 
vantage, it will be owing to no act of ours, but to 
theirown relative situation. Ifmy supposition be 
correct upon this subject, that the law is in com- 
plete force as to France and that those who violate 
the law and go direct to Great Britain cannot be 
punished, it is only nominal as to Great Britain, 
and I would therefore repeal it as to France. If 
gentlemen act on their own declarations, they 
ought to repeal the non-intercourse law. 

But the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Me- 
Kim) told us we need not be in a hurry to get rid 
of this system, because it does not enhance the 
price of produce. This is matter of opinion—| 
do not believe that the gentleman’s prophecies 
would be realized. Our produce is taxed at pre- 
sent to a considerable extent for exportation. Ii 
that tax is reduced, and we are permitted to carry 
on a direct trade, will it not advance in propor- 
tion as the tax is lessened? It appears to mea 
self-evident proposition, that if you lessen the ex- 
pense of exportation, you advance the price ol 
produce in that proportion. That produce has 
been reduced in price by the operation of this 
measure, there can be no question, What has 
been the fact in relation to it since this bill has 
been before the House ? Whenever there has been 
a prospect that you will rid yourself of this obnox- 
ious non-imtercourse, the price of produce has 
been enhanced. No matter what may be the e!- 
fect in Europe—if you ean advance the price 0! 
produce in our own market by taking off this re- 
strictive system, you ought to lose no time in re- 
pealing it. But gentlemen are willing to have 
this law still in operation, which has cost the 
nation a million and a half of dollars per month 
ever since it has been in existence. If their pa- 
triotism can reconcile this, they have different 
feelings from myself. You cannot execute a pat- 
tial non-exportation law. Let your vessels go 
out and they will goto the best market. It \s 
useless therefore to attempt a system of this kind; 
but I trust the nation is not yet prepared to sur- 
render its rights. I trust there is yet a spark 0! 
love of couniry remaining, and before the Legis- 
lature separate, I trust I shall see some system al- 
tempted to protect our. rights. I will not rely o0 
flimsy paper-measures which are disregarded by 
foreign nations and reduce us to the humiliating 
situation of being told by the Minister of a foreig® 
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nation that he is sorry for our condition. When 
we have the means of protecting our rights, and 
can use them, shall we retain a system which op- 
erates not on our enemies and wholly on ourselves, 
and which as a measure of resistance is feeble, 
weak and inefficient? I hope we shall not. 

A motion being made to adjourn, the House re- 
fused, (at 4 o’clock,) yeas 60, nays 62, as follows: 


Yreas—Willis Alston, jr. David Bard, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, Jo- 
nathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, Tho- 
mas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, Ben- 
jamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, John 
Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. 
Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, Peter B. Por- 
ter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, Uri Tracy, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Robert White- 
hill, and Richard Winn. 

Nayrs—Lemuel J. Alston, William Anderson, Bur- 
well Bassett, Daniel Blaisdell, Jas. Breckenridge, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, John Campbell, William Chamberlin, 
Martin Chittenden, Samuel W. Dana, John Daven- 
port, jun., William Ely, James Emott, William Find- 
ley, David 8. Garland, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas 
R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. | 
Haven, Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Rich- 
ard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, Walter Jones, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, 
jr-, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Living- 
ston, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Mar- 
ion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, William 
Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley Joseph Pearson, Ben- 
jamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Daniel Shefley, Dennis 
Smelt, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, 
James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, 
Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van 
Horn, ‘Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert With- 
erspoon. 

Mr. Emorr said if any apology should be 
thought necessary for his rising at such a late 
hour, he hoped it would be found in the import- 
ance of the subject under discussion. 
his intention to consume much of the time of the 


House. and he should not have taken a part in | 


the debate? but from the consideration that he 
could present a few ideas which appeared to him 
material towards a correct decision, and which 
had not been noticed. 
talked so much of England and France, that 
they have almost forgotten that we are legisla- 
ting for our own country. If we pass or reject 
the bill on your table, it should be to advance 
the interest of America; its bearing on either of 
the belligerent Powers is a secondary and minor 
consideration. . 


It was not | 


In order that he might be the better understood, 
he said, he would commence by recalling the at- 
tention of the House to the bill with its provis- 
ions, and state the points wherein the two branch- 
es of Congress differed 

The bill as it originally went from the House 
of Representatives had four different provisions. 
1. It contained a repeal of the non-intercourse 
aw. 

2. It interdicted British and French armed 
vessels from entering our harbors. 

3. It interdicted the entrance into our waters 
of British and French merchant vessels, and so 
far was intended to give the export trade of the 
country to our own ships. 

4. It prohibited the importation of British and 
French goods except in American registered ves- 
sels laden at the place where the goods were 
manufactured—the attempting to secure to our 
ships our import trade. 

The three last provisions were limited to the 
end of the next session, and in the mean time 
were placed under the control of the Executive, 
who, on a revocation or modification of the edicts 
of Great Britain and France, was at liberty to 
declare the prohibitions at an end. 

As the bill comes from the Senate the two last 
provisions and the limitation are stricken out, and 
it now stands a naked, unqualified repeal of the 
non-intercourse law, and a permanent interdic- 
tion of British and French armed vessels. We 
are now called upon to decide whether we will 
pass the act thus modified, or destroy the hopes 
of the country by adhering to the part expunged 
by the Senate. 

The bill as it now stands is by no means un- 
objectionable, but after the consideration which 
I have given it I am prepared to vote forit. A 
limited or qualified interdiction of the armed 
vessels of Great Britain and France may be pro- 
per, and during the continuance of the war it is 
a measure of which perhaps they ought not to 
complain. A permanent regulation of this kind 
is, however, without precedent and will probabl 
call for retaliation. If thesystem is pressed bac 
on us we shall certainly be the sufferers. 

We have for many years had a naval force in 
the Mediterranean Sea to protect our commerce 
against the Barbary Powers, and we have now 
on our tables bills which I presume are entitled 
to be acted on for granting convoys to our mer- 
chantmen, bound to Europe. If our armed ships 
are denied the rights of hospitality in European 
ports, if they cannot obtain an ounce of meal or 
a draught of water when they arrive in Europe, 
it is rather difficult to understand how they can 
make these voyages or remain on foreign stations. 
Such must be their situation if France and 


Many gentlemen have | Great Britain, and the Powers dependent on or 


connected with them, adopt a retaliatory system. 

What are the benefits to result from the pro- 
vision? As it respects France, her armed vessels 
are not frequently seen on this side the Atlantie, 
and, therefore, I presume it is not particularly 
aimed at her. With respect to Great Britain, we 
are to recollect that she has, both to the north 
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and the south of us, safe and convenient harbors 
in abundance, where her vessels may stop and 
refit and be provided for. This regulation will 
not, therefore, prevent her ships from approach- 
ing our country or hovering on our coasts. We 
are, therefore, provoking a war of restriction and 
inhospitality from which we have little to gain 
and may possibly lose much. 

But notwithstanding these objections, so strong- 
ly do I wish the repeal of the non-intercourse 
laws, and such I know are the sentiments and 
expectations of the country on this subject, that 
I am willing to take the pill unpalatable as it has 
been made. 

But it has been urged that the bill has been 
stripped of everything valuable, and ought not 
in its present decrepit and deformed state to 
be countenanced. I must beg the attention of 
the House while I pass in review the highly 

rized provisions which are so pertinaciously ad- 
Lenn to. I shall be much disappointed if it 
does not appear that their value has been over- 
rated. 

In their most perfect form, and without any 
impediments or countervailing regulations on the 

art of the European Governments, the provis- 

ions which have been negatived by the Senate, 
may confine the American import and export 
trade to American vessels. , 

That to a certain degree our own ship-owners 
and ship-builders Soght to be encouraged, will 
not bedenied. We not only by it give employ- 
ment to a useful set of men, but the community 
at large are benefited. If we depend on foreign- 
ers to carry away our productions, we would not 
only give a monopoly to certain European nations, 
as, for instance, to the British during the present 
war, as their vessels only can reach our coast, 
but our sales would not be as profitable or as 
certain. Our merchants in our own vessels seek 
the best market, and can, therefore, give the best 
prices. And the farmer or planter sinks in his 
sales but one profit and one freight. 

This encouragement is already given in our 
protecting duties, and so effectual have they been 
under the fair conduct of our merchants that for- 
eign ships seldom enter our ports. But this encour- 
agement may be carried too far, aad it may well 
be doubted whether by driving foreigners abso- 
lutely out of market we are not prejudicing one 
set of our citizens for the exclusive advantage 
of another. Whether by absolutely prohibiting 
everything like competition with our ship-owners, 
and thus allowing them to make their own 
freight, we are not unduly sacrificing the agri- 
cultural to promote the shipping interest. 

But is this the regulation necessary to protect 
orto foster our shipping interest? Asto French 
vessels it certainly is not required, as no French 
merchant vessels are found in our seas. If it has 
any operation it must be on the British, and so it 
seems to be understood. We have no document 
before us from which we can ga her with certainty 
the exact amount of British tonnage employed in 
our trade, but we have such parts as will enable 
us to come pretty near the truth, It is stated 
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that the whole foreign tonnage employed in our 
trade is somewhere Peiwesn orty and sixty thou- 
sand tons. 

When it is understood that the British vessels 
which enter our waters are principally coasters 
coming from Nova Scotia with plaster of Paris 
and other bulky articles, and that the same vessel 
arrives several times during the same year, and 
thus swells the list of tonnage, without adding to 
the number of ships, it is a fair and safe calcula- 
tion that the actual amount of British shipping 
employed in our trade does not exceed and pro- 
bably does not amount to 8,000 tons. Thusthen 
the French have no ships to be excluded, and the 
English but forty or fifty vessels, of the smaller 
kind. This isindeed a small item in the amount. 
The addition of a few small craft will certainly 
be of no great advantage to our ship-builders, and 
our farmers (I speak particularly of the country 
which I have the honor to represent) will be 
seen to suffer by the interdiction of these Nova 
Scotia coasters, either from the scarcity of plas- 
ter, or the consequent advance on its price. 

But it is said that want of employ elsewhere 
will greatly increase the British shipping in our 
trade, that being wholly excluded from Conti- 
nental Europe by the French decrees, the tonnage 
formerly employed in the European trade will 
be turned towards this country, and that, there- 
fore, the interdiction is necessary for the protec- 
tion, perhaps the existence, of our shipping inter- 
est. Is there any danger of this? Those who 
think so, reason on the French decrees as many 
formerly reasoned about the embargo: they re- 
gard them in the abstract as being a complete 
barrier to the introduction of English goods on 
the Continent, and an actual inhibition of all in- 
tercourse with the British. In the same manner 
gentlemen believed that our embargo would pre- 
vent our productions finding their way to Eng- 
land, and keep British goods out of the country. 
But such was not the effect of our embargo, and 
such assuredly is not the practical effect of the 
French decrees, nor will it ever be. As soon as 
our people began themselves to feel the effects of 
the embargo by the pressure and the losses it oc- 
casioned, our productions found their way out 
and to Great Britain, and if, during the continu- 
ance of the embargo, there wasa scarcity of Eng- 
lish goods, it was assuredly an artificial scarcity 
created by the dealers to enhance their prices. 
The trade between the two countries was kept 
up, though carried on in a different manner and 
by different men. Such too has been the effect 
of the French decrees, and, according to the opin- 
ion of practical statesmen, such will bpereafter be 
their operation. ‘They may change the old clan- 
nel, but the stream cannot be pent up; it must 
and will find its way out. 

As the effect of the French decrees and the 
state of British commerce have such an intimate 
connexion with this subject, and have accordingly 
been strongly insisted on in the discussion of the 
bill, we are bound to look them fully in the face, 
and I will, therefore, proceed to view them a lit- 
tle more in detail. 
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In the first place, I remark that the wants of | self. If the French decrees really sealed up the 
the people on the Continent must be satisfied and | Continent against the British, as many seem to 
are at war with the regulations of the French | imagine, it is strange that the merchants, who 
Emperor. In that quarter of the world as in this | generally understand their own interest, would 
the people have surplus productions which they | solicit those licenses, or that the Government 
have been in the practice of exchanging for the | would grant them. 

articles of other countries. The articlestaken in| If we want farther proof we haveit in the price 
exchange are actually or from habit necessaries | of British goods, which the dealers in them say 
which the people cannot do without, or do not | areon the advance,and which shows that the de- 
wish to be deprived of. And if a vent cannot be | mand for them is notdecreasing. But above all, 
found by the continental nations for their surplus | we have it in that best of mercantile thermome- 
productions, they become of no value and are lost | ters, the receipts of the customs. From the late 
to the owner. hen we find commercial regu- | English papers, it appears that the British cus- 
lations thus at variance with the wishes, the in- | toms for the last year have gone much beyond 
terests, and the wants of a people, they will most | the financial estimates, and that they exceeded 
assuredly be evaded unless enforced by the hand | the receipts of the former year upwards of one 
of Omnipotence. million six hundred thousand pounds sterling or 

Again, the French decrees are enforced by fear | more than seven millions of dollars. 
and not from inclination. Does any one believe | But there are still farther reason for believing 
that in Austria or Prussia or Sweden or the | that the British shipping will not soon want em- 
Hanse towns, these regulations hiave been received | ployment. Let it be recollected that almost all 
with favor, or have been adupted from any other | the French and Dutch colonies in both hemis- 
motive than fear of the French Emperor. When | pheres have changed masters, and that their pro- 
this is the case, when a Government is compelled, | ductions, which formerly gave activity and profit 
at the command of a powerful neighbor, to adopt | to so many neutrals, are now carried by the Eng- 
a system of commercial’ restriction which im-| lish. The extent and importance of this trade is 
poverishes the country and is counter to the | well known in this country; it has for many 
feelings and habits of its subjects, if the com- | years been a standing topic of discussion in this 
merce is not secretly permitted, much pains will | House, and our official popers, as well as public 
not be taken to prevent it. Asa proof of this we | prints, have evinced the vast injury done us by 
have only to turn our eyes on Holland, acouutry | the British in their attempts to cireumscribe and 
bordering on modern France and ruled under | fetter it as carried on by neutrals. Let it also be 
Napoleon by his brother. Yet in this very coun- | recollected that the war, as it has been conducted 
try a trade with England is carried on to such an bY the French Emperor, has thrown open to the 
extent, that we find the Emperor not merely com- | English the Spanish and Portuguese possessions 
plaining of it, but threatening for that cause |in South America, which embrace almost the 
alone to annex Holland to his empire. If such | whole of that continent. The trade of that 
is the fact in Holland, what must the case in | country is now carried on almost exclusively b 
other Kingdoms farther removed from France | the British, and has therefore given much addi- 
and not ruled by any of the Bonaparte dynasty ? | tional employ to British shipping. 

Once more, from the state of the European Let us then banish the idle apprehension, if in- 
world it appears necessarily to result that British | deed we entertain it, that the British will attempt 
navigation will not speedily decrease. All Eu- | to rival us in our ports and in our own trade be- 
rope is in a state of war, and there is scarcely a | cause they want employment elsewhere. The 
merchant vessel afloat which does not belong to | thing, under existing circumstances, is altogether 
Great Britain. It seems to follow that the con-| improbable. Besides, let me ask gentlemen, if 
tinental nations must have recourse to British | they have apprehensions on this subject, whether 
shipping to carry away and barter their surplus | it is not in time to provide for the evil when we 
productions. are sure itis approaching? We ought not to 

Do we want any proof of the flourishing state | legislate on a possibility so remote, on an event 
of British commerce and navigation under the |} which, though some may fear, no thinking un- 
French decrees? We have it I think in abun- | prejudiced man expects. 
dance. Wehaveit in the daily accounts of arri-| ‘T'hat these regulations are unnecessary is also 
vals in England of large fleets of merchantmen | proved by a recurrence to our situation at the 
from the Baltic, a sea surrounded by nations | commencement of our restrictive system. Brit- 
who on paper have adopted French regulations. | ish merchant vessels were then at liberty to enter 
We have it in the list of vessels from Holland, a | our waters, and yet all our ships and sailors had 
country which has not only incorporated the | employ; it was not then believed or suggested 
French decrees in its laws, but which is in a state | that English enterprise exceeded American en- 
of open actual hostility with England, and yet | terprise, or that the British could rival us in our 
the ship news has announced the arrival of not} trade and in our own waters. The class of citi- 
less than twenty merchantmen from that coun- | zens interested in shipping require nothing more 
try in a single port in England in one day. We | from us than to be placed where we found them; 
have it in the licenses which are openly granted | no aid of ours has been asked or even hinted at 
by the British Government to its subjects totrade | and if we do thus gratuitously interfere, believe 
with the Continent, and .indeed with France it- | me, sir, they are to suffer by it. 
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If, however,an American navigation act is ne- 
cessary or desirable, is this such an act; or will 
the provisions struck out by the Senate, if they 
could be reinstated, benefit the navigation inter- 
est? This is an inquiry of some importance, for 
if it shall appear that the system is altogether 
worthless, gentlemen who have taken this ground 
for adhering to the original proposition, and by 
this means continue the non-intercourse, will 
consent to take the law as it now stands. The 
bill, as it just came into this House, was said to 
be a substitute for the non-intercourse, which 
was a substitute for the embargo. This system 
of substitution has not the appearance of stability. 
If this bill had passed, those who knew its pro- 
genitors, and recollected their sickly and dis- 
ordered state, would not calculate on long life to 
the child. 

We are to bear in mind too that the commer- 
cial or navigation provisions were to expire by 
the very terms of the law with the last day of the 
next session, which might be prior to and could 
not go beyond the fourth day of March, and that 
they could be annulled by the Executive before 
that time, in case he made arrangements with 
the belligerents. Is it possible to conceive that 
these temporary, uncertain regulations can bene- 
fit the shipping interest, or that any man would 
be idle enough to build a single vessel in conse- 
quence of this ephemeral system? Let us not 
deceive ourselves, this is not a navigation act. 

But is there not danger that the bill might have 
the effect of destroying the very interest which 
we profess by ittoencourage? What, let meask, 
would be the effect of a retaliatory regulation by 
the British? It is said, indeed, that there is no 
danger of retaliation—perhaps not. Indeed the 
advantage which the British would receive under 
this law would probably render it a favorite with 
them ; for, if I mistake not, in connexion with the 
French decrees and the French practices under 
these decrees, it will make Great Britain our ware- 
house and her people our factors, and this is one 
reason which induces me to vote against the bill 
as it went from this House. Butas to retaliation 
we are to recollect that Great Britain is much 
governed by her own interest, and if she sees her 
interest in it, we must expect that she will re- 
taliate. 

Put the case that the English adopt correspond- 
ing regulations, that they prohibit any exports or 
imports in American vessels, what will then take 
place to the operation of this system? Some 
gentlemen who are friendly to the restrictive 
regimen appear to think that it will give an em- 
bargo more effectual than the former, because it 
will be enforced by the British navy. But it will 
not be an embargo. The few last years have af- 
forded us some experience on this subject. Not- 
withstanding our restrictive regulations, our pro- 
ductions found their way out of the country, and 

British goods found their way in. Such assur- 
edly would be the case if these conflicting systems 
were put in operation. Our productions would 
be deposited in Amelia island on the South, and 
Nova Scotia and Canada on the North, to be car- 
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ried away by the British vessels, and the British 
merchants would have there a supply of goods 
which would find their way into the country by 
stealth and smuggling. 

In such a state of things what would become 
of the shipping interest? Is it not obvious that 
our ships and sailors would be permanently thrown 
out of employment, and that all our trade would 
be carried off in British bottoms, the thing we ap- 
pear to be so solicitous to guard against? And 
what would render our situation the more intole- 
rable and oppressive, is, that we would not have 
it in our power to shift off this system as we did 
the embargo. It must continue not merely as 
long as we choose, but during the pleasure of 
Great Britain, for we must bear in mind that if 
she does not lead the way in these “ navigation” 
projects, but treads in our own footsteps, we shall 
have no just cause to complain, either of the com- 
ennecee or the continuance of the system by 

er. 

Nor will the evil be confined to the shipping 
interest; it will be felt by every portion of the 
community, and particularly by our farmers and 
planters. We know that one of the effects of the 
restrictive system, is to’enhance the prices of Eu- 
ropean articles,and that we are now taxed se- 
verely by it. Again: while our farmers are pay- 
ing an advanced price on the articles they pur- 
chase, they must, as they now do, sacrifice their 
productions. The merchant who will undertake 
to send off the productions of the country, must 
do it at much expense and trouble, and will re- 
quire a profit not only equal to his capital and 
the risk, but so as to enable him to pay the 
freight of his vessel both out and in, as she must 
returnempty. The prices at the place of deposite 
will necessarily be low, as there will be many 
sellers and few buyers, and the second purchaser 
will expect another profit, equal to another freight 
in and out, as well as compensation for his time 
and trouble, and as an advance upon the capital 
he employs. All these profits must come out of 
the pockets of the farmer, as they so far lessen the 
price which he obtains. Is not all this verified 
by late experience? While American articles 
were scarce and dear in Europe, was the farmer 
at all bettered by it? On the contrary, was he 
not driven to sell his productions, if indeed he 
could sell, ata great sacrifice and at very reduced 
prices ? 

Without going more into detail I am satisfied 
that the provisions of this bill which have been 
struck out by the Senate are not called for by 
the situation of our country, or by the true policy 
of this Government, and that their operation, if 
enacted, might be ruinous to our commercial and 
agricultural interest; and I trust that the gen- 
tlemen on the opposite side of the House, who 
have by their votes declared a willingness to get 
rid of the non-intercourse by passing this law en- 
cumbered with these provisions, will consent to 
take it without them. 

Some gentlemen, however, appear unwilling to 
repeal the non-intercourse law without a substi- 
tute, inasmuch as they think they see in such re- 
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eal, submission to the decrees of France and 
Ragland, and a censure on those who favored the 
restrictive system. This system many yet pro- 
fess to believe would have been altogether suffi- 
cient for the purposes of coercing the belligerents, 
if it had not been evaded. I will not take up the 
time of the House in examining what in an un- 
known state of things might have been the effect 
of the embargo or the non-intercourse on France 
or England. With respect to our own country, 
nothing happened but what might have been 
foreseen. Whenever, by an unlimited embargo, 
you throw a vast number of your citizens out of 
their usual employ, and render the surplus pro- 
ductions of many others useless, it is in human 
nature to evade the lawif itcan be done. Want 
and ruin are deadly enemies to that kind of pa- 
triotism which would lead to an observance of 
sucha system. Gentlemen may if they please 
charge the evasions of the embargo to a partic- 
ular denomination of politicians, but you and I, 
Mr. Speaker, know better. In this respect we 
were indeed all Federalists and all Republicans. 
Persons of every political church were equally 
concerned and equally active in the evasions. 

But why delay the repeal of the non-intercourse 
until we can hitupon a substitute? And what is to 
be the substitute? When we talk about submis- 
sion, do we believe that the non-intercourse is re- 
sistance? Are we not well satisfied by this time 
that the system is only injurious to ourselves, and 
have we not been told by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that the law is “ inefficient and alto- 
gether inapplicable to existing circumstances ?” 
Let it therefore be done away as speedily as pos- 
sible, When gentlemen can agree on a substi- 
tute, let it be brought forward asa distinct propo- 
sition, and the House and the nation will judge 
of it. Indeed, sir, I dislike the involved mode of 
legislating which has been attempted in this case. 
When the embargo was to be done away, its re- 
peal was chained to the non-intercourse; and 
now, when the non-intercourse is to be expunged 
from our statute books, its repeal is linked with a 
supposed navigation law. This kind of connex- 
ion is too much like making a lot of goods which 
never before came together, that the good may 
carry off the bad. 

fam aware that some gentlemen wish to pro- 
crastinate the repeal of the non-intercourse, be- 
cause they expect information from Europe ; but 
what information do they expect? Is it a re- 
peal of the obnoxious orders and decrees? If so, 
the passage of the bill can have no influence, as 
the law cannot reach Europe until after the re- 
peal. Is it necessary to hear how the British will 
receive the dismissal of their Minister? We 
have already heard enough to satisfy us on this 
head. If the British Cabinet, after a view of the 
subject and during the period when their deter- 
mination might be the result of passion, did not 
think of hostilities against us, do we yet expect 
a war with England? Why then delay the re- 
peal ? 

Are these not reasons which should induce us 
to act promptly on this subject? Every day we 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commercial Intercourse. 


1678 
H. or R. 





suffer to pass while the country remains thus 
shackled and bound, adds to the losses of our rev- 
enue, and I need scarcely add that our me 
is not now ina situation tobear losses. It is well 
ascertained that there is now at Amelia island 
and at Nova Scotia and Canada, great quantities 
of English goods which are run into the United 
States, and this smuggling will continue and in- 
crease as long as an open entry is prohibited. It 
is not practicable to ascertain the extent of this 
illicit trade, but the amount of duties which we 
have lost by the non-intercourse since the com- 
mencement of the session, and since the Secretary 
of the Treasury recommended the “immediate 
attention” of the subject to us, is certainly many 
hundred thousands of dollars. 

But the injury is not confined to the Govern- 
ment ; the merchant and the farmer are groaning 
under this heavy load. It is true that the restric- 
tive system has almost produced a revolution in 
our mercantile men and in the manner of con- 
ducting business. But there yet remains some 
of our old traders who, believing from the intro- 
duction of this bill that it was the intention of the 
Legislature long since to have removed this deadly 
incubus, have made up cargoes for exportation. 
I dare not say how much I have been informed 
has already been sunk by these merchants, who 
regard your laws and deserve your protection, as 
the amount would appear scarcely credible, but 
I may say that the mere demurrage of vessels ac- 
tually laden and ready for sea, and which wait 
the repeal of the non-intercourse, is not less than 
eighty thousand dollars each day, and is probably 
much more. 

The losses to the farmers are equally serious. 
The period has arrived when the persons engaged 
in agriculture who are not large capitalists must 
dispose of their produce, as well to satisfy the de- 
mands of the last year, as to provide for the ex- 
igencies of the present. It isa duty we owe these 
people to give them the best market in our power, 
and it is a duty we will perform unless we mean 
to press them to madness. If it is supposed that 
the repeal of the non-intercourse wilt not afford 
them better prices or a surer sale, I will simply 
point to what has happened while this law has 
been pending. Do we not know that produce 
has risen and fallen as it appeared by the proceed- 
ings of Congress that this bill would or would 
not pass ? 

But I will not longer trespass on the patience 
of the House, as I fear that my anxiety on this 
subject has already carried me too far. I con- 
clude therefore with observing, that I shall vote 
against adhering, and for the bill as it now stands ; 
and with a wish that the House may recede. I 
have done. 

The House then adjourned, (at 5 o’clock,) 
yeas 74. 





Tuurspay, March 29. 
A motion was made by Mr. Dawson, that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 
Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
for the classification of the militia of the United States 








1679 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
H. or R. ne = 
coe Taint 8 











according to age, and for arming such as may be called 
into actual service. 

The resolution was read, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 

The Spzaxer laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, transmitting two 
reports in obedience to the resolutions of the 
House, of the fourteenth and twentieth instant; 
which were read, and referred to the Committe 


Mr. Cray, from the committee on that part of 


mittee of the Whole, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed two bills, entitled 
“ An act authorizing the sale and grant of a cer- 
tain quantity of public land to the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal Company ;” and “An act 
authorizing a subscription on the part of the Uni- 
ted States to the stock of the Ohio Canal Com- 
pany ;” to which bills they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATEs. 


Mr. Taytor said it would be recollected that 
several projects on the subject of the Bank of the 
United States had been o ered during the present 
session, some of this House, and one of the Sen- 
ate, in the form of a bill now laid on the tables 
of the members. Some days ago, (said Mr. aa) 


one of the plans for constituting or raising a bank 


of the whole House and referred to a select com- 
mittee. He said he believed it all important to 
the nation that the project which should be most 
advantageous should be presented to the decision 
of the House; other rojects were now perhaps 
in a train for being offered in detail, and it would 


express an Opinion one way or the other, but rose 
for the purpose of advocating fair Dlay by giving 
the House a choice of plans. With that view, 


the stockholders of the Bank of the United States, 
and to refer it to a select committee, with a view 
Lo report a bill. 
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should have been agitated in Committee of the 
Whole. If those whose business it was to ad- 
minister the affairs of the Government said that 


7 the business of the Government could be conduct- 
> ed without a bank, and that they would under- 


ree 


| projects the same course. 


take to do without it, Mr. D. said he was willing 
to let the whole go. He thought there was an 
incongruity in having the subject of banks re- 
ferred to two distinct committees, as they would 


| probably be continually carrying on war on the 
| frontiers of each others provinces. 


Mr. Macon said it was but fair to give both 
He had no fear of col- 
lision between the two committees. He recol- 
lected indeed once acontest between the military 
and naval committees, to which of the two the 
gunboats belonged; but the same subject was 
often before two different committees without pro- 


» ducing difficulty ; as for instance, the two con- 


ree bills were reported during this session by 
different committees. It was perfectly fair he 


* thought, to refer to one committee the question 
' whether the charter of the Bank of the United 


States should be renewed, and to another the 


) question whether a bank should be established on 
’ altogether a new plan. 


The motion for reference to a select committee 


’ was carried. 


Messrs. TayLor, Mumrorp, Pitkin, J. Porter, 


> Gray, Howarp, and Cook, were appointed, with 


eae ten eh 


eda 


instruction to report by bill. 


EMBARGO PENALTY. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the report of the Committee of 
Commerce and Manutactures on the petition of 
Anthony Buck. 

[The case of the petitioner is nearly this: He 
resides in or near Fredericksburg, Virginia, and 
sold a cargo of flour to a person coming from an 
Eastern State, with a permission to import flour 
for consumption. When this person was about 
to clear out with his cargo, it became necessary 
that he should give bond and security to land it 
in the United States. Knowing no other person 
in that country, Mr. Buck became his security. 
He evaded the embargo law, with the cargo of 
flour, and left Mr. Buck to pay the penalty. His 
papers (permission, &c.) were acknowledged to 
have been genuine. Mr. Buck prays to be re- 
leased from the penalty. There are the strongest 
testimonies in his favor, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury reports his belief in his innocence of 
any design to aid in or connive at the violation 
of the law. The question is, shall his penalty 
under these circumstances be remitted? The 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures re- 
port the following resolution: “ Resolved, That 
the prayer of the petitioner is reasonable and 
ought to be granted.” | 

Messrs. Newron, Macon, and Taytor, op- 


posed the repurt,and Messrs. Dawson, Ranvoctrx, | 


Dana, Burwe tt, Necson, and Key, supported it. 
The report was agreed to in committee, report- 
ed to the House and concurred in. 
On motion of Mr. Ranvoupn, the resolution 
was referred to a committee to bring in a bill. 
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COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, to wit: the ques- 
tion, on the motion of Mr. Macon, that the House 
do adhere to their disagreement to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
respecting the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and for other purposes.” 

A division of the question was called for by Mr. 
Dana, when Mr. Speaker decided that a ques- 
tion to adhere is not divisible. 

Mr. Boyp.—Mr. Speaker, without any apology 
I will observe that I am unwilling to take this 
question without discharging that duty that [ 
owe to my constituents, my country, and myself. 
I consider adhering to this bill as very essential, 
because, if it should not be carried, the bill as 
amended by the Senate will be agreed to, and 
that I consider as absolute submission to the 
British orders and French decrees. I shall offer 
no apology for the time that I shail occupy in 
giving my sentiments on this important occasion, 
as I consider every moment spent at this stage of 
the business as so much time redeemed from 
ignominious submission to foreign Powers, from 
a surrender of our national rights, which I am 
not disposed to make—I never have and I trust 
that I never will. 

I wish to make some observations on what a 
member from Massachusetts (Mr. Coox) has 
told you. He has said that the non-intercourse 
is a dead letter, nay, worse than nothing, worse 
than a dead letter. Now, sir, isthisso? I have 
learned that a living dog is better than a dead 
lion. That gentleman says that no person re- 
gards the non-intercourse; that all our ships are 
going out without the least regard to the law, 
and then asks for what will you continue it? To 
the embarrassment of your merchants? Their 
ships are loaded and ready to sail, and now wait- 
ing your decision at great loss and damage! 
Now, Mr. Speaker, both those propositions can- 
not be true—one of them may be, the other must 
be incorrect. I am led to believe they both are, 
toa degree. But suppose it to be as the gentle- 
man first stated (which for the honor of my 
country I hope it is not)—then let me ask of that 
gentleman where he finds that extensive suffer- 
ing which he states with such sympathy and 
feeling? And how are prices depressed ? 

On the other hand, if our ships are waiting, 
and not going contrary to law, and in disregard 
of it, then the law has effect—and what is the 
operation of it? Gentlemen say that embargo, 

non-intercourse, and Mr. Macon’s bill, (with his 
leave,) as it is called, is all wrong, and injurious 
to none but ourselves, and injurious to ourselves 
to a great degree. And the gentlemen from the 
other side of the House say that we ought to 
abandon all restrictive measures, undo all you 
have done for eight years past, take away your 
destructive regulations, let the merchants do their 
business in their own way. 

Mr. Speaker, permit me to take a retrospect- 
ive view, and it may be that we shall discover 
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in what the weakness and the wickedness of those 
measures consist. We will first stace the repeal 
of a number of unnecessary taxes, a purchase of 
the free navigation of the Mississippi, the pay- 
ment of the money borrowed by those gentlemen 
at eight per cent., and in one word, the payment 
of about thirty-five millions of national debt; and 
our faithful First Magistrate, ever watchful to 
our national interests, discovered that the British 
Government was about to issue their Orders in 
Council, and recommended anembargo. It pass- 
ed,and an immense quantity of American pro- 
perty was saved from their piratical grasp. Are 
these the acts that those political gentlemen wish 
undone, or that they wish had never passed, and 
which they so much regret as ruinous to our- 
selves only? I think that those laws were effect- 
ive and good, notwithstanding that they operated 
against the claim of the British King, which 
some men amongst us seem to respect so much. 
Lowe him none, nor any of his minions, and so 
long as God shall spare me, I will not pay him 
any respect. No, sir, I feel the pulsations of a 
freeman. But now let us see how this all-desira- 
ble free trade will operate. 1] am led to think 
that the sufferings so much presumable have no 
foundation. The present prices are much above 
the peace prices. We will pay a little attention 
to the matters of fact. Perhaps it may throw 
some light on the subject. [ allude tothe exam- 
ination before the British Parliament of one of 
the house of Baring and Co., under oath, with 
several others. 

“Question. Are you in the habit of making ship- 
ments to America? A. I am. To what amount? 
three hundred thousand pounds annually. Do you 
continue your shipments? I do not but to a very 
small amount. Why do you not? Because it will 
be out of the power of the Americans to make remit- 
tances, by reason of the Orders in Council and the 
embargo. If the embargo in America was taken off 
and the Orders in Council continued, would you not 
then make your usual shipments? I would not. 
What is your reason? My reasons are, that, shut out 
from the Continent as we now are, the Americans could 
not make payment. Not if the embargo was removed? 
No; for if the whole of the American shipments to 
Great Britain were confined to our own markets, as it 
now is by the Orders in Council, so far from being a 
remittance I conceive that it would not pay for the 
freight ; I would not pay the freight for it. Explain 
that if you please. I will—America ships tobacco, 
cotton, flour, fish, &c., about one-third part of which, 
or not so much, is consumed in these Kingdoms; two- 
thirds we ship to the Continent. From thence we 
have our remittances. I have had some lately, and 
unless we are permitted to do so, the Americans can- 
not pay for half theirimports from us. And why cannot 
you doso now? The Orders in Council forbid; we 
can make no shipments.” 

In this statement, sir, 1 may not be perfectly 
correct, as 1 speak from memory only. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, may I be permitted to ask upon 
what principle we are going to set afloat all the 
exportable produce of America, and to what 
country, if gentlemen please? To Britain and 
France with their orders and decrees in force, 
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and we do not know that the one or the other jg 


repealed? Will not the whole of our produce be | 


shipped immediately for British ports or brought 


in there as good prize? I ask gentlemen to tel| | 
me what price it will bear? The arguments fo; | 


this unlicensed free trade, as they choose to cal] 
it, are preposterous, 

Sir, the embargo was laid in wisdom, to save 
our property from the devouring grasp of the 
shark of the ocean, and would have answered the 
most sanguine expectation of the advocates of 
that measure, if there had not been men amongst 
us so wicked as to misstate the views of the Ad. 
ministration, and deceive and delude the people, 
or at least many of them, stating that the whole 
of those restrictive measures was altozether a 
matter of false disguise to rear up domestic man- 
ufactories at the expense of commerce. In this 
state of things it became necessary to repeal the 
embargo and substitute the non-intercourse! And 
that by the same class is denounced as impolitic, 
foolish, designing, weak, &c. I will ask what it 
was that produced the arrangement made by Mr. 
Erskine? Some say the embargo, some the nov- 
intercourse. Now, sir, let it be the one or the 
other, or both—they were what, in my opinion, 
brought Erskine to propose and make the arrange- 
ment that was to remove the Orders in Council 
as they respected the United States. It is true that 
his master was base enough to disavow the com- 
pact. Does that prove the aforesaid laws to be 
worse than nothing, a dead letter, and that it 
would have been better had they never passed? | 
think not. Where, I ask, are you going to ship 
your flour, tobacco, cotton, fish, and, generally, 
our products? To Great Britain, in this state o! 
things! 

What are you going to leave in the hands of 
the President? Jackson is dismissed—will they 
send another Minister? And if they do, what 
will the President have to negotiate about after 
your unqualified submission? Has not the fa- 
mous Jackson told you that his master never 
will relinquish those great principles? What, 
Mr. Speaker, are those great principles?  Visit- 
ing neutral ships, impressing your seamen, com- 
pelling them to help to oppress their own coun- 
trymen, paper shesbedee denying our right to 
naturalize any of their subjects, as they call them, 
while they exercise it to all nations! And that 
rule of 1756, so much insisted upon by them as 
the law of nations. What nation except those 
pirates has acknowledged such a right? And 
again, that no neutral nation shall carry on any 
commerce between a belligerent and her colo- 
nies in time of war, but such as that belligereat 
allowed in time of peace. Are gentlemen pre- 
pared to subscribe to this also? Iam not. No, 
sir, I detest these iniquitous laws and Orders in 
Council, and tyrannical practices; and our encour- 
aging them in it, which you are about to do. 
In another point of view it is in contradiction to 
the spirit of freedom, and our continuing to suffer 
such privations is inexcusable. What do you do 
by it? You enable them to keep their popula- 
tion, you take an immense quantity of their 


Marca, 1810, | 


SS fe 
=—= 





168: 


ache 
Mark 


—_—————— 
= 


man! 
our 
ee 
whil: 
poset 
truly 
the 1 
due | 
wea 
spiri 
does 
tem 
own 
rest 
F ad 
100.¢ 
man 
have 
for \ 
are 
absu 
gent 
mea: 
thet 
to n 
anot 
alw: 
no 
to tl 
I th 
Hot 
M 
mut 
of t 
disp 
apo! 
tion 
sho 





684 


810, | 


er is | 
e@ be | 


Ight 
) tel] 
for 
Call 


save 
the 
the 
S of 
agst 
Ad- 
ple, 
ole 
T a 
an- 
this 
the 
And 
tie, 
tit 
Mr. 
On- 
the 


ge- 
cil 
hat 
ym- 
be 
it 


hip 
lly, 
Ol 


of 
ey 
hat 
ter 
fa- 
rer 


it- 


1685 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1686 





Marca, 1810. 


Commercial Intercourse. 


H. or R. 








manufactured goods, you allow them to capture 
your lawful commerce, pay duty in and out, fill 
their Treasury, support their navy and their army, 
whilst one eighth part of the population is com- 
posed of paupers—and for.what all this? Why, 
truly, sir, to enable them to engulph the trade of 
the world and to take your own finances to sub- 
due and supplant you. And does the boon that 
we are about to confer on them agree with the 
spirit of freedom and independence? No, sir, it 
does not; it is helping them to continue that sys- 
tem of oppression, tyranny, and slavery, to their 
own subjects. At the commencement of the 

resent session of Congress, the President thought 
it advisable to prepare for the werst by a call for 
100,000 militia and 20,000 regular forces, and to 
man and fit for sea all our ships of war. You 
have passed some of those laws. May I ask you 
for what purpose, admitting that all restrictions 
are taken off? Let those that advocate such 
absurd measures be accountable for them. For 
gentlemen to say that they are for more energetic 
measures whilst they regret everything that has 
the most distant appearance of resistance conveys 
to my mind that they look one way and row 
another. Sir, the liberty of my country I shall 
always endeavor to support—lI will resign it to 
no one ; but, to the utmost of my power, defend it 
to the end of my days. So much, Mr. Speaker, 
I thought it my duty to say. I will detain the 
House no longer. 

Mr. GHouson said, that upon a subject of so 
much importance as that under the consideration 
of the House, he trusted he would be allowed to 
dispense with the customary ceremony of an 
apology for occupying a small portion of its atten- 
tion. The question now to be decided, he said, 
should be fairly understood by the American peo- 
ple; it is not (as has been most incorrectly stated 
by gentlemen) whether we shall adhere to the 
navigation and commercial system adopted some 
months ago by this House, and sent to the other 
branch of the Legislature for its concurrence. 
That system, whether wise or impolitic, is irre- 
deemably lost. The Senate have finally rejected 
it; it is without our control. and by no vote 
that we can give can it be reinstated. No, sir, 
the true question which we are to determine, 
ought not, must not, and, so far as depends on 
me, shall not be disguised. It is, whether we 


this difficulty, the bill is eviscerated by way of 
amendment, and thus a defective measure is 
amended by taking no measure at all. 

In the early part of the session before the last, 
when the French Emperor said, if we had any 
intercourse with Great Britain he would seques- 
ter and confiscate our property within his grasp, 
and Great Britain announced to us that our ves- 
sels were, in the first place, to pass under the can- 
non of her thousand ships of war through her 
ports, to pay to her a tax on their cargoes, and 
take from her a license to prosecute the voyage— 
at that time there was but one sentiment uttered 
by a vast majority of the national councils, and 
that sentiment was re-echoed from one end of the 
continent to the other. It was resistance, to the 
last extremity, to the decrees and orders ; and we 
heard of war—embargo—non-intercourse—letters 
of marque and reprisal, or anything but submis- 
sion. What do we hear now, sir? We havea 
discourse every day on prices current; cotton and 
tobacco would be enhanced if they were not 
obliged to pass circuitously by Amelia island, and 
other places of entrepot, to Great Britain and the 
Continent; we must have no more commercial 
restrictions; non-intercourse must be immedi- 
ately repealed ; substitutes are ridiculed. In fact, 
sir, so thorough is the revolution, that we now 
hear of almost everything but resistance to the 
lawless invaders of our neutral privileges.— 
Whence this change, so unexpected, so unac- 
countable? Do you find any apology for it in 
the redress of our wrongs? No. Do you seek 
for an excuse in the revocation of the decrees 
and orders? Notatall. They are still in force. 
Those of France are executed with more rigor 
at this time than at any preceding period; and 
those of Britain, although modified as to the tax 
or transit duty, and in some other respects, yet 
would intercept very nearly one-half of our ordi- 
nary exports. They still prohibit the ports of 
France, Holland, and Italy. To what, then, will 
you refer as a justification for your abandonment 
of the only ground of resistance you have taken 
before the causes which led to it have ceased ? 
Sir, this is a question which I emphatically pro- 
pound to both sides of the House. Gentlemen 
of all parties united, last Winter twelve months, 
in the solemn resolve, that “we could not submit 
to the French and British decrees and orders 


shall, conformably with the proposal of the Sen-| without a sacrifice of the rights, honor, and inde- 


ate, withdraw every species of opposition what- 
ever to the belligerent encroachments on our 
maritime rights? Whether we shall repeal our 


pendence of the nation.” Now, I put it to the 
consciences of my acquaintances on the other 
side of the House in particular, whether, although 


present non-intercourse law without any substi-| they may consider themselves absolved as to 


tute? And, in fine, whether we shall, in viola- 
tion of the solemn pledge we have made to our 
constituents, renew commerce with Great Brit- 
ain and France, subject in every respect to the 
operation of their iniquitous edicts? For, sir, 
the bill, as it is now offered to us, is naked, un- 
conditional submission, to the decrees and orders 
of those nations. It proposes no sort of resist- 
ance. The system which the bill originally con- 
tained was said to be too weak, or was in fact 
too strong for certain gentlemen, and to obviate 


Britain, in consequence of the modification of 
her orders, they are still bound to fulfil their 
pledge as to France, whose edicts remain unmiti- 
gated ? 

I have heard, Mr. Speaker, arguments on this 
side of the House which excite my unutterable 
surprise. The very policy which gentlemen have 
been in the habit of uniformly advocating on this 
floor, and which has governed the last and pres- 
ent Administrations, is now reprobated by them, 
with unusual vehemence, as tending to the de- 
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struction of the country, as ruinous to ourselves, | which we can employ that would produce any again 
and inoperative on our adversaries. And, with-| pressure on France. The truth is, you cannoj wortl 
out showing that these denunciations have any| from the relative geographical re of the on Li 
foundation in fact, loud appeals are ‘made to the} United States and those nations devise any othe; oblig 
magnanimity of the House, and the immediate | permanent policy that-can be brought to act upon perse 
repeal of the non-intercourse act is demanded.| them. You cannot affect them, nor can they obtait 

hile gentlemen make this demand, they ace | affect you in any other way. Orde: 
knowledge it involves national disgrace. They| This, sir, is a position in the correctness of | § Quito 
» have the candor to acknowledge that, if we with- | which I feel the fullest assurance. And I would i rende 
draw our present system, and take no other, it is| ask gentlemen to consider seriously the conse. | — gteat 
submission! But they tell us we must rid the| quences of assenting on this floor, and giving | | Bave 
nation of commercial restrictions, and they will | currency to the mischievous sentiment, that this |” Samal 

e 


nation ought to relinquish the system of commer. 
cial restrictions. Give up this system, and I pro. 
nounce that you, tpso facto, sink into submission, 
You will hold your maritime privileges by the 
frail, mean tenure of the will of the land and sea- 
tyrants. Is there anything dishonorable in the 
system that occasions such impatience under it? 
It is as old ascommerce itself. It has been prac- 
tised at all times, in all ages, and by all the na- 
tions in Christendom. It is at this time pursued 
by France, Great Britain, and every nation in 
Europe, for the purpose of counteracting the pro- 


unite ina bold stand, in energetic measures—in 
convoying, &c. Why will they not first adopt 
a measure of this sort, and then repeal the non- 
intercourse? I will go any lengths with gentle- 
men in defending the rights and maintaining the 
honor of this nation. When, however, they 
speak in this style—say to us, we must recede 
now, and it will not prevent us from taking any 
other measure hereafter; when they talk, as a 
substitute of convoying, with a perfect knowledge 
at the same time, that a bill for that purpose 
would pass neither branch of the Legislature; 
I would, in 





when they urge us to surrender our present posi- 

tion before any other is selected ; I say that when 

gentlemen use a language, and are prepared to 

pursue such a course as this, however pure their 

motives aay be, I for one protest against it, as an 
l 


hibitory regulations of each other. 
very few instances, follow the example of Napo- 
leon; but if he, the most powerful monarch that 
has ever lived, is, in the present extraordinary 
state of the world, driven to non-intercourse, and 
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unwarrantable dereliction of principle, and as| the most rigorous commercial regulations, I can ; bly 1 
leading directly to national disgrace. see nothing strange in the adoption of a similar > 7 I yy 

If, Mr. Speaker, this House is seriously dis- coumeervalling policy by other nations. } ‘ ) 
posed to persevere in resisting the aggressions on| For the United States, the system of commer. | _ a 
our neutral rights, let us inquire into the substan- | cial restriction as a mean of counteraction against pe 
tial practicable modes of resistance. a like policy practised by other nations, is at all of Ii 

We can only resist by war, or in the same man-| times preferable to war. It has, until now, been a 
ner as we are assailed, to wit, by commercial reg-| uniformly so considered in this country, under hon 
ulations and restrictions. I think it will be easy | every Administration; and it is undoubtedly bet- f a 
to demonstrate that the latter mode, while it is| ter adapted to our interest, and to the American 4 
certainly the most natural, is also the most effi-| habits and pursuits, than war. If ever the na- ‘4 
cient one that can be resorted to by this country, | tional domain shall be assailed, or, for any other a 
except under very peculiar circumstances. If we| cause, it shall be decided that war is necessary, cal 
resist encroachments on our maritime privileges | you will find a sure resource in the valor and oui 
by war, the war must be carried on either upon | patriotism of this people. But, sir, refer it to the oe 
the ocean, or by the invasion of the enemy’s ter-| essential part of the community; to the great ade 
ritory. If the warfare be naval, as it relates to} body of the agriculturists, whether they would, N 
France, it cannot affect her, because she has noth-| in order to obtain a given end, prefer war or com- heen 
ing upon the sea; and, as regards Great Britain, | mercial restrictions ? We are too well acquainted pane: 
it must be unsuccessful, on account of her naval | with the opinions of our constituents not to know “ 
superiority over the whole world. what the answer would be. a 

Should you, on the other hand, commence war| I will cease to theorize on this subject. It is aan 
not on the ocean, but against the enemy’s terri-| by the infallible criterion which I admit must de- oi 
tory; as to France, she has no territory within} termine the propriety or impropriety of every oa 
Our reach—there is no point of contact between | measure, that I wish the wisdom of the policy ot wiih 
us; and, as to Britain, we would conquer her] this Government, since the adoption of the em- an 
North American possessions in one campaign; | bargo, to be tested. Let us recur to experience. pa 
and she would then, in respect to offensive war, | We will examine what have been the effects of Ne 
be as completely without our reach as France. | the system of commercial restrictions pursued by tue: 
Supposing, therefore, she should still continue | this country. Under its operation, Great Britain han 
her restraints on neutral commerce after the con-| and France have been compelled to pay enor- ad 
quest of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the | mous prices—in many instances, double and tri- oo 
Canadas, it results necessarily that you can then | ple—for American articles, while their exports to a 
only oppose her by commercial restrictions in| this country have been cut off; an inconvenience Co 
some form. Indeed, after that event, it would be} which has been severely felt, particularly by le 
the only practicable opposition to Britain, as it is} Great Britain. For 1 would ask, from what other “ 


now most manifestly the only kind of resistance 


cause can you account for the course of exchange 
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money is 


on London. A conclusive proof that England is 
obliged to buy more than she can sell. Bya 
perseverance in our restrictive system, we have 
obtained important modifications in the British 
Orders in Council; the transit duty, or the ini- 
quitous attempt to tax our produce, has been sur- 
rendered: the proclamation blockades are, in a 

reat measure, abandoned; certificates of origin 

ave ceased to be causes for the seizure of Ameri- 
can vessels; Erskine’s arrangement was also evi- 
dently the result of the embargo and non-inter- 
course ; and, although that arrangement has been 


| rejected by the British Government, its disavowal 


was an act, and I will say too, an act of perfidy, 
over which we had no control. It is very true, 
that while we were enjoying the benefits of the 
agreement concluded with Mr. Erskine, we heard 
no complaints of the measures that produced it. 
All was then very well, and much praise was 
bestowed on the Administration. This same sys- 


' tem, sir, during the revolutions and convulsions 


which have rocked Europe to its centre, and the 


_ ravages which have razed to their foundations her 
> ancient, venerated institutions, and drenched her 
fields in blood, has kept us aloof in honorable peace. 


We are wealthy and prosperous, and our favored 
country abounds with every blessing. 

This system has moreover tended inconceiva- 
bly to the development of the national resources. 
It has encouraged domestic manufactures of al- 
most every description, and the mechanic arts 
have flourished. It has rendered us independent 
of other nations for the necessaries and comforts 
of life. It has excited industry and frugality 
among our citizens; it has given employment to 
those who were before but idle consumers of the 
fruits of the productive classes; it has given to 
the poor comfortable subsistence in workshops ; 
and it has facilitated internal improvements, by 
the employment of a greater portion of active 
capital upon roads and canals. Nor has agricul- 
ture languished. We are well paid for our sur- 

lus produce, and the laborer in every branch of 
industry is rewarded. 

Now, sir, will any candid and unprejudiced man 
hazard the assertion, that a nation affording so 
many indications of prosperity, has not been well 
governed? The position is too preposterous; it 
cannot and will not be believed. Yet we have it 
rung in our ears every day, that the people are 
cruelly oppressed by the Government; that they 
are wantonly deprived of the benefits of com- 
merce, and that Congress has not magnanimity 
enough to revoke a measure after it has been 
found to be injurious only to ourselves. A mem- 
ber who is receiving himself, and whose consti- 
tuents are receiving a dollar and fifty cents a 
bushel for wheat, and from five to ten dollars per 
hundred for tobacco, will rise, and tell you that 
he and the people in his quarter are so harassed 
and persecuted by the deleterious measures of 
Congress that they are almost driven to despera- 
tion. What will satisfy these gentlemen? Wiil 
they never be contented until we shall sink into 
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commercia! vassalage to Great Britain? I im- 
peach the motives of nobody, but can you refer 
to the emotions of patriotism for declarations like 
these? For the unmerited and unfounded cen- 
sure and abuse that are heaped upon our own 
Government while engaged in a just contest with 
foreign nations ? 

Permit me to inquire, sir, what benefits we 
should derive from a surrender of the ground we 
have taken against the decrees and orders before 
they are revoked; or, in other words, what we 
should gain by concurring in the amendment of 
the Senate? Is it believed that our export trade 
would be benefited? The best informed com- 
mercial men in the nation are of the opinion, that 
if you repeal the non-intercourse act, prices of 
export articles will decline in a very few months, 
and for this obvious reason: If we recede, and 
submit to the Orders in Council, most of our ship- 
ments must, in the first case, be made to Brit- 
ian, and, after her exactions from the American 
merchant for imposts, licenses, &c., he will have 
but a slender residuum; one that would not ena- 
ble him to pay much originally for the commodi- 
ties in this country ; while, if he were to sell his 
cargo at some intermediate place, such, for in- 
stance, as Amelia island, toa British merchant, 
as is now the practice, the British merchant would 
carry it to a market without being subject (and 
he certainly would not be) to the same amount 
of exactions as would be levied upon the Ameri- 
can. Consequently, higher prices could be origi- 
nally afforded, in the latter case than in the for- 
mer, notwithstanding the difference in the cost of 
a direct and a circuitous voyage. 

But I do not object to a naked repeal of the 
non-intercourse, unconnected with any succeda- 
neum, so much on account of the probable de- 
clension in prices as from other and more serious 
considerations. Such repeal will stamp indelibly 
upon this Government the characteristics of want 
of firmness, inconsistency, and versatility. It will 
imply the severest censure on all that has been 
done for three years; it will beget contempt for 
us on the part of our adversaries; and it will fas- 
ten upon us the shackles and trammels that have 
been fabricated for neutral commerce by England 
and France. Yes, sir, in vain will you propose 
to either of those nations a revocation of her 
edicts; you will have deprived the President of 
every means of negotiation after having legislated 
your acquiescence. He will have nothing to 
offer in return for what he may demand; and I 
will ask of you, and each member in this assem- 
bly, whether in this state of things there would 
be any rational expectation of the withdrawal of 
the decrees and orders? What inducement would 
there be for it? You will already have given to 
France and England everything they can desire; 
the full benefit of your trade upon their own 
terms, and subject in every respect to their viola- 
tions and abuses of it. No, sir, pass this mea- 
sure as it has been returned to us by the Senate, 
and you rivet upon your country a commercial 
despotism, to which there will be no limits, either 
as to extent or duration. 
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I will detain the House but a few moments 
longer, while I notice some of the most promi- 
nent arguments that have been advanced by gen- 
tlemen in favor of receding. The gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Troup,) for whose opinions 
and sense of honor I entertain the highest respect, 
has told you that it cannot be said that he is will- 
ing to submit; that those who substituted non- 
intercourse for embargo, submitted to the inva- 
sions of our neutral rights; and that the impor- 
tant article of cotton has fallen by the deleterious 
operation of non-intercourse to eleven cents.— 

ow, sir, we will admit that the honorable gen- 
tleman was correct in voting for the continuance 
of the embargo; but if he was defeated (as I 
was myself) in that particular object, does it re- 
lease him from supporting any other measure in- 
tended to produce the sameend? Or does it form 
a sufficient apology for assenting to this mangled 
remnant of the bill returned from the other 
House, which is acknowledged to be submission ? 
No, sir, although the gentleman may have been 
once disappointed, I think we have still a fair 
claim to his co-operation —{Mr. Troup made 
some explanations in a low voice. It was under- 
stood that he said he was at all times ready to 
pursue the proper course to redress the injuries 
we had sustained. ] 

Mr. G. said that those who were dissatisfied 
with non-intercourse, should, before they ask the 
removal of it, come out with some other system 
better adapted to the crisis. As to the prices, 
said Mr. G., in that section of the country where 
cotton is the principal commodity, I regret the 
declension of them. I will, however, ask the 
gentleman from Georgia, whether he believes, if 
the embargo had continued, cotton would have 
borne a better price than it does under non-inter- 
course? Or, what could have been expected to 
enhance the price from such intercourse as we 
should have had with France and Great Britain ? 
It is not to the embargo or non-intercourse, but 
to the violations of our neutral commerce, that 
we must refer, if we wish to find the true and 
real causes of the inconveniences we have expe- 
rienced. 

The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
TaYLor) is ready honestly and directly to vote 
off the non-intercourse without any substitute, in 
preference to permitting it to expire at the end 
of the session, affirming, at the same time, that 
he would rather face the disgrace of such a tran- 
saction in this Hall than that it should pursue 
him home to his family and his constituents. A 
disgrace of either kind would, to be sure, be ex- 
ceedingly deplorable; and I never shall suspect 
the gentleman of it, (for | believe him to bea 
ees honorable man,) but I would suggest to 
im a mode by which he could relieve himself 
from his present predicament: it is by voting 
against the bill. For, if the non-intercourse act 
shall, contrary to his wish, expire at the end of 
the session without a substitute, that will be a cir- 
cumstance beyond his control, and for which he 
will be in no por: responsible, no portion of the 
disgrace of it will attach to him; while if he 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commercial Intercourse. 








1699 


Marcu, 1810. 





unites in voting off the non-intercourse withoy; 


taking any other measure, that is an affirmatiye | 


act, for which he must hold hold himself accouny. | 


able for his full share of the consequences. 


The | 


honorable gentleman has told us, that by the pres. | 
ent system, our revenue has been greatly dimip. | 


ished. In answer to this remark, I can only ob. 
serve, that but for the embargo and non-inter. 
course, we should by this time have had perhap; 
scarcely uny revenue at all, because we should 
have been plundered by our adversaries of the 
very means of revenue. Yes, sirs, your produce 
would have been sacrificed ; you could have pur. 
chased nothing to import, and where would have 
been your revenue ? 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Emmor) 
has called to his aid the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury. The annual report of that able officer is re. 
ferred to to prove that we should not persist in the 
present measure. The Secretary, to be sure, ad- 
verts, and with very great propriety, to the evils 
resulting from the evasions and imperfections of 
the non-intercourse act. These imperfections 
were produced entirely by the modifications of it 
that took place in consequence of Mr. Erskine’s 
arrangement, and they now exist on account of 
the altered state of things, occasioned by the dis- 
avowal of that arrangement. Is the Government 
chargeable with this, or ean it be collected from 
the Secretary’s report, that he is in favor of a 
simple repeal of the non-intercourse, without 
adopting any other measure in its place? Any 
gentleman would hazard too much in making 
such an assertion. It is within my own kuowl- 
edge that the contrary is the fact. 

But the honorable member is very anxious, if 
we are to have a substitute, it should be in a dis- 
tinct bill. Hecan see no propriety in connecting 
it with the repeal. After the repeal is obtained, 
will the gentleman, or any of his friends, vote for 
any substitute? No. One could not be devised 
that they would vote for. The truth is, and | 
feel it my imperious duty to declare it, and to 
forewarn the House of it, that if, by a decision 
on this question, our present system is uncondi- 
tionally abandoned, no other system can or will 
be obtained, Sir, the evidences of this session, 
and I am sorry to say it, forbid the hope ; and ly 
such an act, we sink into irremediable disgrace. 

Mr. Speaker, I have trespassed perhaps too 
long on your patience, and on the indulgence o! 
the House. I have been impelled by the most 
sacred considerations which can actuate the con- 
duct of man, to enter my solemn _protestation 
against this proceeding; and I have discharged 
my ,duty to the best of my feeble abilities, 1 
opposing what, in my conscience, I should deem 
a surrender of the rights and the honor of my 
country. 

Mr. Cook then moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till to-morrow, alleg- 
ing as a reason that a report was current that the 
despatch vessel, John Adams, had arrived a! 
Norfolk, 

This motion was carried by four votes—yeas 
65, nays 61. 
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Frivay, March 30. 


A motion was made, by Mr. Livermore, that 
the House do now adjourn; and the question 
being taken thereon, it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 2, nays 76. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act making uppropriation for carrying into effect 
certain Indian treaties,’ with amendments ; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
They have also passed a bill, entitled “ An act to 
extend the time for making payment for the pub- 
lic lands of the United States in certain cases ; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. W. A ston, from the joint committee 
appointed to inquire and report what business is 
necessary to be done during the present session, 
and when it may be expedient to close the same, 
made a report; which was read. 

Mr. Ausron, from the same committee, at the 
same time, also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembied, That the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to adjourn their respective 
Houses on the 23d day of April next. 

Mr. Love moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolution till Monday next. 

This motion was objected to by Messrs. Quincy, 
Livermore, TaLiLMapGe, and Smitip, and sup- 
ported by Messrs. Love, Fisk, Marion, W. Axs- 
Ton, Ruea, Stanrorp, and Macon. The rea- 
sons urged for postponing were, that time ought 
to be allowed for the consideration of the report 
of the committee, that so much business was be- 
fore the House that it would be impossible now 
properly to fix the time of adjournment; and that 
news might be daily expected from Europe which 
would one way or the other affect the duration 
of the session. It was said in reply that every 
one knew, without consulting the report of the 
committee, what business was before the House; 
that, when the time of adjournment was fixed, 
the House would do as much in one day as it 
now did in three; and that if an expectation of 
news from Europe wasa reason for protracting 
the session, Congress would never adjourn. 

The postponement to Monday was carried, 
yeas 61, nays 58. 

Mr. Macon called for the consideration of the 
commercial intercourse bill; but, this being a 
day set apart for private business, it could not be 
taken up. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY, &c. 


Mr. RAnvoupu said he had some time ago sub- 
mitted to the House a motion proposing a reduc- 
tion of the Military and Naval Establishments of 
the United States, which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House to whom was referred 
the bill imposing additional duties. He said he 
had been given to understand by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means that it was 
his intention to call up the bill, and consequently 
his (Mr. R’s.) motion along with it, on Satur- 
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day last. But he perceived that gentleman (Mr. 
Eppes) had not since attended in his place—his 
absence, he presumed, resulted from indisposition. 

Mr. R. said he thought it his duty to give no- 
tice to the House that, if it was not called up 
sooner, he should move the House to go into com- 
mittee on his proposition on Monday next. He 
mentioned that day, because he said he did trust 
that in the interim the House would decide finally 
on the bill, the title of which he could not recol-- 
lect, but which, if not out of order, he would call 
Macon’s bill. 


BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill providing the means to ascertain the title to 
the batture near New Orleans. 

Mr. Bipe’s motion yet under consideration, and 
a division of the question being called for, 

The question on striking out the sections of the 
present bill (providing fora judicial decision) 
was taken, and carried—yeas 95, nays 22, as fol- 
lows: 

Yzras—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr. William 
Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, 
John Brown, Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph 
Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 
Cochran, Orchard Cook, William Crawford, Richard 
Cutts, John Davenport, jr., John Dawson, Joseph De- 
sha, James Emott, William Findley, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Barzillai Gannett, David S. Garland, Thomas Gho!- 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, William Helms, James Hol- 
land, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jr., Walter Jones, 
William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knicker- 
backer, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert. Marion, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Jonathan O. Moseley, Roger Nelson, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John Por- 
ter, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lem- 
uel Sawyer, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob 
Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamim Tallmadge, John 
Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jr.. Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald 
Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weak- 
ley, Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wil- 
son, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—James Breckenridge, William Ely, Jonathan 
Fisk, Charles Goldsborough, William Hale, Daniel 
Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, 

Robert Jenkins, Joseph Lewis, jr., Vincent Matthews, 
Archicbald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William 
Milnor, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Joseph Pearson, Timo- 
thy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, James 
Stephenson, Jabez Upham, and Laban Wheaton. 

The question now recurred on Mr. Bisp’s 
amendment, to insert, in lieu of those stricken out, 
several new sections. 

{Mr. Brse’s amendment proposes that the right 
of the United States shall be vested in the Cor- 
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poration of New Orleans, so as to enable them to 
defend any suit which may be instituted for the 
recovery of the batture, and that the batture shall 
be used and enjoyed as a public highway and 
landing place, &c.; as well by citizens of the Uni- 
ted States as by the inhabitants of New Orleans.] 


This motion was decided by yeas and nays and 
lost—yeas 36, nays 84, as follows: 

Veas—Lemuel J. Alston, William Anderson, Bur- 
‘well Bassett, William W. Bibb, John Brown, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Howell Cobb, James Coch- 
ran, James Cox, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Meshack 
Franklin, William Helms, Jas. Holland, Jacob Hufty, 
Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Sam’] McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, John 
Porter, John Rhea of Tennessee, Ebenezer Sage, Tho- 
mas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, John Taylor, Robert Weakley, Robert White- 
hill, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- 
ridge, Robert Brown, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, John Clopton, Orchard Cook, William 
Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Davenport, jr., William 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Thos. R. Gold, William Hale, Daniel Heis- 
ter Benjamin Howard, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert 
Jenkins, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. 
Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Ed- 
ward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
John Love, Aaron Lyle, Vincent Matthews, Archibald 
McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William ~Milnor, Jona- 
than O. Moseley, Gurdon S. Mumford, Thomas New- 
bold, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John Rea 
of Pennsylv’a, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus 
Root, Lemuel Sawyer, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
Daniel Sheffey, George Smith, John Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Ste- 
phenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Jabez 
Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 
Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Mr. Guotson then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting, in Jieu of the part stricken out, the fol- 
lowing: 

“That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to appoint three Commission- 
ers, who, or any two of them, shall have power, and 
they are by this act required, to collect all the evidence, 
whether written or oral, touching the right and title, 
at law or in equity, of the United States, of the Corpo- 
ration of New Orleans, or of any individual person or 
persons of, in, and to, the parcel of land called the bat- 
ture, in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the Territory 
of Orleans. And for this purpose the said Commis- 
sioners, or any two of them, shall have and may exer- 
cise the same authority in causing depositions to be 
taken, and in sending fur and examining persons and 
papers, as the Supreme Court of the United States, in 
any case depending before it, can at this time exercise. 
And, when all the evidence deemed necessary by the 


a 




















HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Batture at New Orleans. 





1696 


Marcu, 1810, 








said Commissioners, by the Attorney General of the 
United States, or by any oe or persons interested, 
for the investigation and decision of the said title, sha}! 
have been collected and procured, it shall then be the 
duty of the said Commissioners, or any two of them, 
to collate and arrange the same in the most intelligible 
form, which, together with their opinion thereon re. 
specting the title aforesaid, they shall report to Con. 
gress, at the next session thereof. 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the said Commissioners, previous to entering on the 
duties required by this act, shall take the following oath 
or affirmation, before some one of the Judges of the 
United States, viz: ‘I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will faithfully and impartially, to the best 
of my knowledge, execute and perform the duties re. 
quired of me as a Commissioner under the act, entitled 
‘ An act to examine into the title of the batture in front 
of the suburb St. Mary.’ 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is hereby, author. 
ized to allow to each of the said Commissioners a com- 
pensation not exceeding two thousand dollars, which, 
together with any other expenses that may be incurred 
under this act, shall be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That 
the expense attending the procurement of any testi- 
mony in behalf of any individual person or persons shall 
be paid by and may be collected from such person or 
persons in the same manner and at the same rates as in 
a suit in the Supreme Court of the United States.” 


Messrs. Suerrey and MiLNor opposed Mr. 
Guo.son’s amendment, and Messrs. W. ALston 
and GHOLSON supported it in preference to Mr. 
SuHEFrey’s. 

The question was taken on Mr. Guo son’s 
amendment, and the following was the result of 
the vote: 


Yras—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., William 
Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, John Brown, Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James 
Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Rich’d Cutts, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, William Helms, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Wal- 
ter Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, 
Nath’l Macon, Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Tho- 
mas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Porter, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Den- 
nis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, John Taylor, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert 
Whitehill, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon.—63. 

Naxs—Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, William Chamberlin, Epaphrodi- 
tus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Orchard Cook, John 
Davenport, jr., William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan 
Fisk, David 8. Garland, Charles Goldsborough, ‘Tho- 
mas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Daniel Heis- 
ter, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Rob- 
ert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Joseph Lewis, jr., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William Mil- 
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nor, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timothy Pitkin, jr., Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsy!- 
yania; Erastus Root, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Saw- 
yer, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Jacob. Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Jabez, Upham, Nicholas 
Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rens- 
selaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James 
Wilson.—63. 


The House being equally divided, the Speaker 
decided the question in the affirmative by ‘his 
vote. 

The amendment made to the bill containing a 
blank for compensation to the commissioners be- 
ing under consideration, in order to fill the blank 
it,was necessary to, go into a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Qn motion of Mr. Guotson, the bill was com- 


«mitted to.a Committee of the Whole. 


aMr..Macon ‘moved that it be the order of the 
day for the first Monday in November next. Neg- 


atived—ayes 28. 


‘Monday was also negatived, and this day 
agreed to. 

The House then resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill. 

Mr. Fisk moved.to strike out the whole of the 
bill, and insert the amendment moved by Mr. 
Suerrey in the House. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Guotson and 
Mr. Biss, and supported by Mr. Fisk. 

A division of the question being called for, and 
the question being taken on striking out—it was 
negatived, yeas 56, nays 58. 

Mr. Suerrey moved to strike out the whole of 
the bill, for the purpose of inserting a substitute. 

[The substitute proposes that the President of 
the United States shall, forthwith, cause the per- 
sons removed from the'batture to be reinstated in 
possession, wad if he thinks the title of the Uni- 
ted States will warrant such a course, to direct 
suit to be instituted against them for the recov- 
ery of the property, an appeal to be allowed to 
the Supreme Court.] 

The motion was supported by Messrs. Suer- 
PEY, Root, and Lyon, and opposed hy Mr. Hot- 
LAND. 

Several motions were successively made for 
the Committee to rise, and negatived. 

A division of the question being called for on 
Mr. Suergeey’s motion, the question was taken 
on striking out, and negatived, 63 to 64. 

Mr. Key proposed an additional section to the 
bill, to authorize the President to make a com- 
promise with the claimant, at any time he may 
deem proper, within one year from the passage 
of the bill. 

The section was agreed to, 65 to 63. 

Mr. Fisk moved to strike out that part of the 
bill which proposes that the commissioners shall 
collate testimony and report their opinion on the 
case, in order to provide that they shall “ deter- 
mine.and decide” on the title. 


llth Con. 2d Sess.—54 


“HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





Batture. at New Orleans. 


Gurdon 8S. Mumford, John 


1698 


H. or R. 





Mr. Fisk subsequently withdrew this. motion 
with a view to offer it in tae House. 

The blank for compensation for each commis- 
sioner was. filled up with two thousand dollars, 
and the Committee then rose and reported the 
bill as amended. 

Repeated motions were made unsuccessfully 
to adjourn. 

Mr. Pirxin then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the first, second, and third sections 
thereof, (being that part of the same which -was 
proposed by-Mr. Guonson,) for the purpose of in- 
serting the first, second, fourth, and fifth sections 
of an amendment proposed by Mr. Suerrey to 
the said: bill on the 23d instant; which said first, 
second, fourth, and fifth sections are as follow: 


“That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to appoint three persons learned 
in the law, not resident in the Territory of Orleans, 
(and to fill up all vacancies that may occur by death, 
resignation, or otherwise,) as Commissioners, who, or 
any two of them, shall have full power to inquire into 
and decide on the right and title of the United States 
to a parcel of land, known by the name of the batture, 
in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the city of New Or- 
leans; and that they, or any two of them, shall make 
and deliver to the President of the United States, and 
such persons as: may have any claim to the said bat- 
ture, and exhibit the same before them, a.sentence or 
award, signed with their names, and transmit a copy 
thereof to the Congress of the United States, on or 
before the first day of January next, which shall be 
binding and conclusive as to the right of the United 
States and the persons who shall so exhibit their claims 
as aforesaid, unless the same shall be disapproved by 
Congress, before the And the President of the 
United States is hereby required, in case the said award 
shall be against the United States, and shall not be dis- 
approved as aforesaid, to cause the persons who were 
removed from the said batture, on the twenty-fifth of 
January, eighteen hundred and eight, by order of the 
President of the United States, to be restored to the 
possession thereof. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the first 
named of the said Commissioners, who shall accept the 
said appointment, shall have power to make rules for 
the taking and authenticating testimony, and for fixing 
the time and place, and regulating the mode of con- 
ducting the hearing and inquiry aforesaid ; and that the 
said Commissioners, or any two of them, shall have 
full power to compel the attendance of witnesses, and the 
production of papers: Provided, That no witness resid- 
ing in the Territory of Orleans shal! be compelled to 
travel out of the said Territory to give his or her testi- 
mony, but the deposition of such witness shall be taken 
according to the rules prescribed by the person first 
named as aforesaid. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, until the 
final decision of the said claim, the President shall take 
care that no injury be done to said property by dig- 
ging or carrying away the soil, but that, in all other 
respects, the same may be used as it now is. 

“Sc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of ths United States shall make to the Commis- 
sioners aforesaid, such allowance for their services as 
he may think an adequate compensation for their ser- 
vices.” 


A division of the question to amend the bill 
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was called for by Mr. Guotson ; when a question 
of order was raised by Mr. Ranvotpn, whether 
the said question was divisible ? 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Prrxin, to strike out the three sections as pro- 
posed by Mr. Guotson ; and, debate arising there- 
on, an adjournment was called for, and carried. 





Satourpay, March 31. 


Mr. Jonnson made sundry reports from the 
Committee of Claims. One of these was on the 
petition of Edward Holland. The petitioner states 
that he was with a vessel improperly detained at 
a fort of the United States one night, during 
which detention the river froze up, and his ves- 
se] was subsequently cut up by the ice, which, 
he alleges, would not have occurred but for his 
detention. The Committee of Claims reported 
against him. 

On motion of Mr. Go.pssorovan, after de- 
bate, the report was ordered to lie on the table, 
51 to 23. 

On motion of Mr. Macon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before this House a statement 
of the gross annual amount of expenditure in re- 
lation to the Military and Naval Establishments, 
from the 4th March, 1789, to the end of the year 
1809. 

Mr. Basset, from the Committee on the Naval 
Establishment, who was instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing the President of 
the United States to sell such of the armed ves- 
sels and gunboats as he may judge unfit or unne- 
cessary for public service, made a report thereon; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole to whom is committed a report made 
by the said Committee, on the 6th January last, 
on the same subject. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for carrying into effect 
certain Indian treaties; and the same being read, 
were committed toa Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act authorizing a subscription on the part of the 
United States to the stock of the Ohio Canal 
Company,” was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on Tuesday next. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act 
authorizing the sale and grant of a certain quan- 
tity of public land to the Chesapeake and Del- 
aware Canal Company,” was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole last 
mentioned. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to extend the time for making payment for the 
public lands of the United States in certain cases,” 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the relief of Grove Pomeroy ; 
pa was read twice, and ordered 4o lie on the 
table. 


yO, 


New Orleans. Marca, 1810, 











THE BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, on the bill pro. 
viding the means to ascertain the title to the bat. 
ture in front of the suburb St. Mary, in the city 
of New Orleans. : 

The question having recurred on the amend. 
ment of Mr. Pitkin, the said amendment wa; 
withdrawn by the mover. 

The question was then taken on concurring 
with the Committee of the Whole in their firs; 
amendment to the said bill, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

The question then recurred on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole House in their sec. 
ond amendment to the said bill, amended in the 
| House to read as follows: 
| “See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Pres. 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, author. 
| 











ized, at any time within one year, to make and execute 
such compromise with the parties, or any of them, who 
were removed from the said batture on the twenty-fifth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eigh, 
by order of the President of the United States, and to 
procure a cession of their claims thereto, or to any part 
thereof, for the use of the public, or to any body pol- 
itic or corporate, on such terms as may be agreed on 
with the said parties, and deemed advisable by the Pre- 
sident, and to stipulate for a compensation, either in 
money or public lands, in the city of New Orleans, or 
its territories, as he may think proper.” 


Messrs. Netson, Smitiz, HoLuanp, and Biss 
| opposed the amendment; and Messrs. Suerrey 
| Key, and Lyon, supported it. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 

the negative—yeas 62, nays 55, as follows: 

Yras—Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boy), 

James Breckenridge, William Chamberlin, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Orchard Cook, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., William Ely, 
James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David 8. Garland, Tho- 
mas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel 
A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Rich- 
ard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr. Edward St. Loc 
Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Sam’! McKee, 
-Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, John Nicholson, Joseph Pear- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun. 
Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Erastus Root, Thomas Sammons, 
Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, John Stanley, James 
Stevenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuc! 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, Un 
Tracy, Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald 
Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Whe 
ton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. a 
Nars—Lemuel J. Alston, Willis Alston, jr., Wil: 
liam Anderson, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William 
W. Bibb, John Brown, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell 
Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, 
Richard Cutis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Chas. Goldsborough Peter 
son Goodwyn, William Helms, James Holland, Ben- 
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jamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 

Walter Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron | 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Alex. McKim, | 
John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, 
Jeremiah Morrow,.Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, 
Thomas Newton, John Porter, John Randolph, John 


Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry South- 
ard, Richard Stanford, John Taylor, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert White- | 
hill, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


The bill, with the amendment agreed to, was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time 
this day. 

COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Macon, that the House do adhere 
to their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act respecting 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and for other 
purposes.” 

And the question being taken, it was resolved 
in the affirmative—yeas 66, nays 58, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, David | 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Ro- 
bert Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew | 
Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, | 
James Cox, William Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph | 
Desha, Wm. Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, Thomas Ghol- | 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, William Helms, James Hol- 
land, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. | 
Johnson, Walter Jones, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Na- | 
thaniel Macon, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger | 
Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thos. Newton, John Nich- 
olson, John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas | 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel | 
Shaw, John Smilie, Geo. Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry | 
Southard, Richard Stanford, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- | 
ner, jr., Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert | 
Witherspoon. 

Naxs—Lemuel J. Alston, William W. Bibb, Daniel | 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, William Chamberlim | 
Martin Chittenden, Orchard Cook, Samuel W. Dana, | 
John Davenport, jr., William Ely, James Emott, David | 
8. Garland, Charles Goldsborough, Thomas R. Gold, | 
Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, | 
Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jack- 
son, jr., Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Philip B. 
Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Matthew Lyon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, | 
Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, jr., Timothy Pitkin jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah | 
Quincy, John Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, | 
John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, | 
Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, | 
John Taylor, George M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Nicho- | 
las Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van | 
Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel | 
Whitman, and James Wilson. 





| 
i 
| 
| 
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| 
} 
| 
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| tion, Mr. RANDOLPH rose. 


‘this unfortunate law. 


CONGRESS. 


Commercial Intercourse—Non-Intercourse. H. or R, 





NON-INTERCOURSE. 
Immediately after the decision of this ques- 
He said that seldom 
had a question excited so much sensation which 
was of intrinsically less importance than that 
just now decided ; and, perhaps, it might be 
deemed that the proposition which he was now 
about to offer was not, of itself, deserving of high- 
er consideration. He said he would state his 
ideas as succinetly as possible, because his pres- 
ent object was dispatch. We have, said he, an 





| act in subsistence which, for brevity’s sake, I will 


call the non-intercourse law. This act has been 
reprobated and reviled by every man, of every 
political description, in this House and out of it 
from one end of the continent to the other; and 
yet, sir, strange as it may appear, Congress has 
been in session near five months, and this law in 
relation to which every one seems to concur, in- 
deed, vie with each other in its reprobation, still 
remains upon our statute books. To answer 
what end, I beseech you, sir? Is it a sort of 


| scarecrow, set up to frighten the great belliger- 


ents of Europe; or, is ita toy,a rattle, a bare 
plaything, to amuse the great children of our 
political world? On whatsoever measures the 
nation may ultimately resolve, be it peace, be it 
war, be it (if there be such a thing) an interme- 
diate state between these two, there is no differ- 
ence of opinion as to the deleterious operation of 
I ought, perhaps to call 
it fortunate; for, although it was introduced into 
the House without a single friend, although no 
man was found to lift up his voice in its defence, 
it actually passed by a majority of two to one, 
and is found nearly as difficult to repeal as the 


| old sedition law of a former majority, even after 


all its abettors have become convinced of its 
mischievous tendency. I hope, sir, we shall 
profit of former experience, and not pertinacious- 
ly adhere to a measure which is daily diminish- 
ing the resources of the nation, and very justly 
impairing the public confidence in the wisdom 
and patriotism of the Legislature. But I beg 
pardon. I am entering into a discussion, when 


| my sole object is to submit a naked proposition to 


the House, and, if possible, to get the most speedy 
decision on it. I do not mean to reiterate (be- 
cause they must present themselves to every man 
of common observation and common sense) the 
arguments by which the propriety of a speedy 
decision of the question is enforced. If any 


| member of the House will figure to himself the 


fair and bona fide American merchant whose 
ship has been lying at the wharf the greater part 
of the winter, laden with a cargo perishable in 
its nature, say flaxseed, which, if not exported 
now, becomes utterly worthless, he will conceive 
of the situation of those whom I wish to relieve. 
How our resources are to be enlarged, or the bel- 
ligerents to be acted on by our produce perishing 
here, I cannot conceive. I mean the produce of 


the fair and bona fide trader. for the other de- 


scription of men, we know, all send their produce 
when and where they please. We have had 
official information, near five months ago, that 
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the law is wholly inoperative, except as to men 
of bigh character for probity and honor, who 
cannot gain their own consent to violate the law. 
I therefore move— 

“That the act interdicting commercial intercourse, 
&c.,:d&c., ought to be immediately repealed.” 

The House agreed to consider the resolution— 
yeas 69, nays 53, as follows: 

VYuas—Lemuel J. Alston, Ezekiel Bacon, William 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Wm. 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chitten- 
den, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, Sam- 
uel W. Dana, John Davenport, jun., Wm. Ely, James 
Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David 8. Garland, Chas. Golds- 
borough, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hub- 
bard, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, William 
Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Jo- 
seph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Arch’d McBryde, 
William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Gurdon S.‘Mumford, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin 
Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., Peter B. Porter, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Dan. 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, Samuel Smith, Richard Stan- 
ford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van 
Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, 
Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jr. David Bard, Adam Boyd, 
John Brown, Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph 
Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, James Cox, 
William Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, 
Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, John Love, Aaron Lyle, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, John Montgom- 
ery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nel- 
sou, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
Matthias Richards, John ‘Roane, Erastus Root, Ebene- 
zer' Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, 
Henry Southard, John Thompson, Charles Turner, jr., 
Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. 

‘Mr. Morncomery said he had just now voted 
for adherence to the disagreement of the House 
to the Senate’s amendments, ‘because he did con- 
eeive that a repeal of the non-intercourse, with- 
out something being substituted, was positive, 
unequivocal submission to the edicts of France 
and Great Britain. He had been gratified at the 
result of that vote, as it had still kept open the 
question fora repeal of the non-intercourse. He 
was one of those opposed to a repeal of the non- 
intercourse without a substitute. He said he 
thought Congress could not separate at the pres- 
ent session without repealing the non-intercourse, 
and doing something to maintain, support, and 
defend the rights of our country. Ata former 
session, the House had resolved that they could 
not submit to the. British or French decrees with- 
out a surrender of the rights, honor, and inde- 
pendence of the nation. Nothing had occurred 


to change the relative situation of the United 
States as to those decrees. Holding these opin. 
ions, Mr. M. said he considered it ‘his duty to 
move the following amendment, to which, he 
said, ‘he had no hesitation in saying, as his belief 
that no gentleman who regarded the rights or 
honor of his country could object: 

“And that provision ought to be made by law to 
maintain and defend the rights, hhonor,.and indepen- 


dence of the United States against the edicts of France | 


and Great Britain.” 
On motion of Mr. Smixiz, the House now ai- 
journed, 65 to 53. 





Monpay, April 2. 


The bill presented on Saturday last, for the relief 
of Grove Pomeroy, was committed to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the bill for the relief of 
Margaret Lapsley. 

On motion of Mr. Quincy, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House, to whom is committed the report of a se- 
lect committee, made on the 27th ultimo, on the 
state of the ancient archives and public records 
of the United States, be discharged from the con- 
sideration thereof, and that it be recommitted to 
the said select committee to report a bill. 

Mr. Quincy, from the said committee, then 
presented a bill providing for the better accon- 
modation of the General Post Office and Patent 
Office, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice. and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Love,from the committee appointed on the 
22d ultimo, presented,a bill to establish a National 
Bank; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Thursday .next.— 
{The Bank to be established at the City of Wash- 
ington, with branchesin each Territory and State, 
provided the consent of the State Legislatures 
shall'be obtained thereto. ] 

Mr. Love also made a written report in rela- 
tion to the principles of the said bill; which was 
read, 

A message from the Senate informed the ‘House 
that the Senate have passed a bill entitled “ An 
act authorizing the sale and grant of a certain 
quantity of public land to the proprietors of the 
Middlesex canal, in the State at aces eaneetis o 
to which they desire the concurrence of this House. 


THE BATTURE AT NEW ORLEANS. 


An engrossed bill providing the means to ascer- 
tain the title to the, batture in front of the suburb 
of St. Mary, in the city of New Orleans, was read 
the third time ;.and on the question that the same 
do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 
89, nays 16, as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel 
Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard 
Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jun., Wil- 
liam Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Jonathan 


Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 5. 


Garland, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin 
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Gray, William Hale, Daniel Heister, Benjamin How- 
ard, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, 
Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, William’ Kennedy, 
Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, 
junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, John Love, Aaron 
Lyle, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald 
McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Pleas- 
ant M. Miller, William Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, 


' Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Roger Nelson, 


Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr., John Porter, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias 
Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, Uri Tracy 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Robert 
Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nays—wWilliam Anderson, John Brown, Robert 
Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, William 
Chamberlin, James Cochran, Meshack Franklin, Jon- 
athan H. Hubbard, Nathaniel Macon, John Montgom- 
ery, John Rhea of Tennessee, Erastus Root, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Robert Weakley, and James Wilson. 

Resolved, That the title be, “ An act to exam- 
ine into the title to the batture in front of the 
suburb St. Mary.” 


NON-INTERCOURSE. 


The order of the day was called for on the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the act interdicting commercial 
intercourse, &c., ought to be immediately repealed.” 

To this an amendment had been offered by Mr. 
Monreomery in the following words: “And 
“that provision ought to be made by law for 
‘ maintaining the rights, honor, and independence 
‘ of the United States against the edicts of Great 
‘ Britain and France.” 

Mr. Ruea of Tennessee, moved to postpone 
the further consideration of the subject till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Ranpotpu said the House would perceive 
that he had submitted to its consideration a pro- 
position as explicit and definite as language could 
express. To this proposition had been tacked 
an amendment which, as substitutes are very 
much in vogue, appeared to him very much in 
the light of a substitute for the original proposi- 
tion. {[t was at least a proposition of a very dif- 
ferent nature from the original one; since, instead 
of being explicit as to its object and definite in 
its terms, it dealt only in pompous and lofty gen- 
eralities. [The Speaker observed thatthe House 
had not yet determined to consider the proposi- 
tion to which the gentleman alluded.] If the 
Speaker, sir, said Mr. R., will give himself the 
trouble to attend for a few moments he will per- 
eeive that the whole bearing of my observations 
will go to show the impropriety of postponing 
my notion, since it involves the very serious in- 
convenience and disadvantage of postponing also 
the weighty amendment of the gentleman from 
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Maryland (Mr. Montcomery.) I am willing to 
admit that my proposition is one of that umim- 
portant description which may, without any very 
serious national injury, be indefinitely postponed ; 
but I pray the House not to lose by such a mea- 
sure the precious project which the gentleman 
from Maryland is no doubt ready to submit toa 
committee for asserting the rights and honor of 
the nation against the two great belligerents of 
Europe. It would be matter of serious pational 
calamity, if, after being near five months in ses- 
sion, after sanctioning a proposition in substance 
little different from this of the gentleman of 
Maryland, when no substitute has been hatched 
under the wings of the different committees of 
Cengress—it would be a serious national loss if 
this vast project—vast it must be, being cireum+ 
scribed by no limits—the indefinite is a principal 
ingredient in the sublime—if this vast project, 
now ready for delivery, should perish in this 
most unfortunate way. 

The Spraxer observed that the question was 
to postpone until to-morrow, and not to postpone 
indefinitely. 

Mr. Ranpotpn said he had misapprehended 
the question, and wished that the Speaker had 
corrected him sooner. I hope, however, sir, said 
he, that the House will not agree to postpone 
this question even until to-morrow. I hope if 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maryland 
is to prevail—and really, sir, f have a sort of 
longing to see what he is about to bring forth— 
if it prevails, I hope we shall be speedily favored 
with the system which he has devised for “main- 
taining the rights, honor, and independence” of 
the nation, against all assailants. At this late 
day it would be unfortunate indeed if the only 
project which there is the least chance of bring- 
ing to light should be smothered. The time is 
growing short—none seem to think that we shall 
sit longer than the first of May. How does the 
gentleman who made this motion know but that 
in my anxiety to get a glimpse of the project of 
the gentleman from Maryland, I shall agree to 
incorporate his amendment with my proposition, 
b- let the subject go to two different commit- 

tees? I trust that the gentleman from Maryland 
would be at the head of one committee, on which 
I certainly have no desire to be placed; and 
should I be put on the other, we shall each be 
| acting in our respective provinces—I, in mine, 
| aiming to get at a specified object by the most 
| direct way; and he in his, supporting Atlas 
like upon his shoulders the vast interests of the 
State. 

Mr. Montecomery said that he could see no 
reason for postponement. Every member on the 
floor must be satisfied that the session was dra'w- 
ing to a close. Congress had been in session 
four or five months, and were now precisely in 
| the same situation with regard to our foreign re- 
| lations in which they were the first day of the 
| session, because on the first day of the session 
they need only have adjourned to have got rid of 
the non-intercourse, if this was the only measure 
contemplated during the session. In the motion 
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which I have made, said Mr. M., to amend the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, 1 was 
actuated by no other principle than that of love 
of country. I wish, if the non-intercourse law 
be repealed, that some measure of energy, such 
as a committee may report or the House in their 
wisdom may devise, will be adopted instead of 
the non-intercourse. My object was that the 
subject might in the broadest possible manner be 
presented to the committee. I was of opinion, 
at the passage of Campse.u’s resolutions, that 
to repeal the embargo, without some measure of 
resistance, would be positive submission to the 
British orders and French decrees. What is 
then the project of the Senate contained in their 
amendments of nakedly repealing the non-inter- 
course? It is direct, abject, and unequivocal 
submission. I am not yet reduced to that state—I 
wish to see some measure of resistance adopted in 
place of it if repealed. It was with pleasure I saw 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ranpoupa) 
rise to move a repeal of the non-intercourse ; and 
had no idea, when a motion was made to amend 
his motion, and which avowed as its object the 
protection of the rights of the nation against 
foreign violation, that it would have been ob- 
jected to. I was well aware, sir, that the nation 
had lost the benefit of his projecting talents for 
the greater part of the Winter, and that, had he 
been present, he might have conceived some 
measure which might have been of service to the 
nation. I moved my amendment with the view 
that, as perhaps the gentleman would be chair- 
man of the committee to whom his propositien 
would be referred, he might have the whole sub- 
ject before him, and that the talents which have 

en of so great benefit to the nation for two or 
three years last past might be again exerted, and 
epenetcng be devised by way of resistapce to the 
decrees of Great Britain and France, and that the 
gentleman might again have an opportunity of 
astonishing the nation at the magnitude of his 
project. With respect, sir, to the sarcasms against 
the generality of my proposition, I disregard 
them. 
it, and shall continue to do so, regardless of the 
impotent sarcasms of that gentleman. I hope the 
resolution will not be postponed. It is high time 
that we come to some conclusion; and as long as 
the session continues, I will still hope that some 
measure of resistance to the orders of the bellig- 
erents will be adopted. What, sir! shall we con- 
tinue in session five months, and do nothing 
more than we could have done the first day we 
met? Isthis what is expected of us? Certainly 
not. As long as the session continues, it must be 
expected that something will be devised. If the 
resolution be committed, and I am a member of 
the committee, I will exert my little talent to de- 
vise some means of resistance. I do not say that 
Iam competent to the task; it is for the gentle- 
man himself, with his vastly serviceable talents 
and extraordinary imagination, to devise some 
strong, energetic measure, to meet the sense of 
this House and save the nation. I can only give 
the little aid my feeble talents will enable me to 
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offer. I have not moved the amendment with q | 


view of beeoming the Atlas of our political world, 
l am no competitor of the gentleman’s. I moved 
it as a member of this House, as I had a right to 
do. Iam not to be driven out of my course; and 
sir, if the gentleman expects to browbeat me on 
this or any other occasion, he will find he has 
mistaken his man. 

Mr. Ruea expressed his wish that if gentlemen 
were about to bring forth vast and grand projects, 
they would postpone them till the post-road bill 
would enable them to transmit their mighty 

lans throughout the nation with greater facility, 
The merits of the proposition had nothing to do 
with the question of postponement till to-morrow. 
The session was drawing to a close, and he wish- 
ed to see the post office bill passed. 

Mr. Dana said he did not wonder that the gen- 
tleman from Maryland really felt the situation in 
which Congress were placed, and the high re- 
sponsibility they owed the nation, when he tre- 
flected that, after a session of four months, no one 
thing had been done which bespoke any system 
of digested measures. To whom was the fault 
imputable? Whether there was any fault in the 
ease, was not a question at this time to be dis- 
cussed. 

The President of the United States, at the 
opening of the session of Congress, had called 
their attention to the state of our affairs, and 
given them ample opportunity to act on their 
own wisdom. Mr. D. quoted this part of the 
Message: “In the state which has been presented 
‘ of our affairs with the great parties to a disaas- 
*trous and protracted war, carried on in a mode 
* equally injurious and unjust to the United States 
‘as a neutral nation, the wisdom of the National 
‘ Legislature will be again summoned to the im- 
‘ portant decision of the alternatives before them.” 
This was the amount of the recommendation re- 
ceived from the Executive, so that Congress had 
‘been left perfectly unrestrained as to the course 
which they might have thought proper to pursue. 
The bill which had passed through so many 
varieties of legislation, Mr. D. said, was now de- 
cided ; and it seemed perfectly proper, if anything 
further was to be done as to our foreign relations, 
that it should receive a prompt attention. 

As to the talk about submission in doing away 
the general system of commercial restrictions, it 
might very well proceed from those who approved 
the report of the committee at the second session of 
the 10th Congress, which had recommended the 
trilateral, triangular, prismatic war. The con- 
tinuance of the embargo or war, had been laid 
| down as the only two alternatives; and a con- 

clusion had been drawn from these premises that 
the embargo must be continued—and yet at that 
very session the embargo had been denounced 
by some of those very persons who had voted for 
that report. When the embargo was given up, 
said Mr. D., the principle was yielded. To talk 
about submission now is of no consequence to 
the nation. It was declared by a committee of 
this House, in a very elaborate report, that a re- 
vocation of the embargo or an attempt to modify 
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it, was submission. As we have notwithstand- 
ing, renounced that system, I am disposed to do 
away all the inconvenience of it as respects our- 
selves. If it has been abandoned in its main bear- 
ing, and all that remains operates injuriously on 
ourselves—if the recoil is more severe than the 
direct operation on our adversaries, I am against 
the whole. If any project distinct from this sys- 
tem can be presented, [ am desirous of seeing it. 


tain powers, in the execution of which we are to 
presume he is to be governed by a sound discre- 
tion, goes on to use this very strong and impera- 
tive language. “He shall from time to time 
|‘ give to the Congress information of the state of 
‘ the Union, and recommend to their consideration 
‘ such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
‘ expedient.” Now, sir, it is fair to take for 
granted that the President of the United States 


I should hope that the resolution might be | has done his duty; that he has recommended 
modified, if passed, as proposed to be amended. | such measures as he may judge necessary and 
I wish that it may not be confined entirely to | expedient. What are they, sir? If the Presi- 
Great Britain and France ; because other nations, | dent of the United States, who is charged with 
Holland for instance, and some of the Powers on | the execution of the laws, whose knowledge re- 
the Baltic, have adopted measures injurious to | specting all our foreign relations is perfect as 
our rights. I would not pass a resolution implying | that of finite man can be—if he, on whom (do 
that we would surrender our rights to any other | what you will) the execution of these measures 


Power than Great Britain or France. 

But, as the subject is very interesting to the 
public, I should wish to have the benefit of any 
system which might be matured to relieve the 
Legislature from any reproach supposed to be 
cast by the people on it; and am, therefore, desir- 
ous that the resolution should not be postponed. 

Mr. Ranvotpn said it was not at all surprising 
to him that any man who could once bring him- 
self to believe that the non-intercourse, as it was 
called and now practised on, agreeably to the 
representation of the Secretary of the Treasury 
now on the table, was resistance to the two great 
belligerents, could also bring himself to believe 
that the repeal of the non-intercourse laws would 
be submission to them. But what in fact, said 
he, is the nature of the proposition which it is 
proposed to postpone? It is proposed by me to 
do that immediately and beneficially for ourselves 
and for the public, openly, in a manly, direct way, 
which every man foresees will be done ia an in- 
direct one when Congress adjourns. And, if it 
be more resistance to the belligerents to adjoura 
and sneak out of this non-intercourse than to re- 
peal it, so be it—but in the merits of that species 
of resistance lam determined not to participate. 
With respect, sir, to any project which one so lit- 
tle acquainted with the course of public affairs dur- 
ing the present Winter as myself, might besupposed 
capable of bringing forward in order to supportahe 
maritime rights of the nation against the Kuro- 
pean Powers, I hope I may be permitted to ob- 
serve, without any intentional disrespect to the 
Executive, that when he shall have done that (1 
do not say he has not) which the Constitution 
prescribes to him as an imperious duty,I shall do 
mine—and surely it is a sufficient stretch of pre- 
sumption in me to propose to do away that which 
is allowed to be mischievous in its operation, in- 
stead of attempting to build up with materials 
which are totally unfit for service, and on ground 
with which, from my absence during the present 
session, I may be presumed to be less acquainted 
than other members of this House. When the 
President shall have done that which the Con- 
stitution prescribes as his imperious duty, it will 
be time enough for me to do mine. The Con- 
stitution, after having in a “preceding section 
given to the President of the United States cer- 


| must ultimately rest, has recommended no meas- 
| ures as necessary and expedient, it hardly be- 
comes—lI will not say a member of this House, 
| but me, to step in “where angels fear to tread.” 
And uatil the President of the United States 
| who stands atthe helm of our Government, shall 
; disclose his plan of operations to this House— 
| until the efficient Prime Minister of this country, 
| who has an almost omnipotent control over our 
| foreign affairs, and nearly as great over our do- 
| mestic, shall disclose his sentiments, it is idle and 
| ridiculous for members of this House to be pop- 
| ping up in their seats with shreds and patches 
|and disjointed members of systems which can 
never make awhole one. System supposes con- 
nexion and sympathy of parts; and, after giving 
|as much credit as you please to the independ- 
| ence of the two Houses of Congress—I speak 
now of no undue influence, but of fair Constitu- 
tional influence, and duty too—the members of 
| this House cannot make a system of foreign 
policy which shall seem good in the eyes of the 
President, and which he can execute beneficially 
| to the State, unless he be consulted in some way, 
directly or indirectly, as to the nature and extent 
of that system. It becomes a question whether 
the direct influence of the President shall not 
supersede an influence, if such there be, of a 
worse kind. The President has a great duty to 
perform. I conclude that he is unable to devise 
| any system, or that he thinks none necessary, be- 
| cause if he had been able to devise such a system, 
he would, as in duty bound, have submitted it to 
| Congress. There is then no system. Far be it 
from me to attempt to make one, especially out 
| of discordant materials. But surely, sir, when a 
law has existed on our statute book for months, 
an acknowledged excrescence, I may move its 
| repeal. If the non-intercourse be this manly re- 
| Sistance which some gentlemen seem to suppose 
| it, let us have a resolution to continue it—let us 
| re-enact it. If not, let us repeal it now, when 
| the merchants and planters may receive some 
benefit from it. Instead of letting it die what 
may be called a natural death (although it will 
die on the gibbet) at the end of the session, I 
hope it will be now repealed. However the 
House may act, no part of the responsibility for 
its continuance can attach to me. 
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Mr. Jounson expressed his regret that a reso- 
lution had been presented to the House embra- 
cing.a proposition which they had decided but 
the moment before it had been offered. He be- 
lieved that there was nota difference of opinion 
in the House on excluding British and French 
armed vessels from our waters. Independent of 


- this principle, the repeal of the non-intercourse 


was the only question presented to his mind on 
the question of adhering to the amendments of 
the Senate. We are again, said he, presented 
witha proposition simply to repeal the non-in- 
tercourse, without the consolation of having it in 


‘our power at the same time to vote the exclusion 
‘of British and French armed vessels from our wa- 


ters. That we should have the time of the House 
at this period of the session consumed in discuss- 
ing a proposition which we had just before re- 
jected, I consider unfortunate. Are we one day, 
when a recommendation comes from the Presi- 
dent, and we advocate it, to be told that the in- 
dependence of the House is encroached on, and 
the next day, when no recommendation comes, 
are we to be told that we are not to.act at all, 
that our hands are tied up from attempting to 
alleviate the difficulties of the nation? If; sir, it 
is my duty to wait for the recommendation of 
the President on everything which comes before 
us, I have not understood that duty which I 
have to perform to my conscience and my 
country. 

Gentlemen may think that the non-intercourse 
operates on ourselves alone. Under that idea, per- 
haps this House did by a large majority adopt a 
measure for the repeal of the non-intercourse. 
What was the fate of that measure? It failed— 
and by this proposition the question is again pre- 
sented: Will you repeal the non-intercourse 
without adopting any other measure? Sir, had 
we not better take up the convoy bill, the only 
measure we have before us to resist the edicts of 
the belligerents? Gentlemen say they will not 
submit. Under this view of the subject, will we 
simply repeal that non-intercourse before we ob- 
tain a substitute? If not, let them manifest 
their zeal for the public good by proposing some 
adequate measure. As to the President of the 
United States, I conceive that he has performed 
his duty, and that we have performed ours in re- 
vising the laws and endeavoriug to substitute a 
better measure for the non-intercourse. What- 
ever the consequence may be, I shall always 
vote against a naked repeal of the non-inter- 
course. 

Mr. Tay or said that it was the duty of Con- 
gress, when both Houses had convened here at 
the commencement of the session, and received 
notice that the non-intercourse law was unavail- 
ing, that moment either to have amended the 
law or repealed it—and how, asked Mr. T., have 
we excused ourselves? The proposition which 
came from the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
and which involved the repeal of that law, and 
the embarrassment we met with in relation to 
that measure from another branch of the Legis- 
lature, must plead our excuse hitherto. But that 
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excuse’ must ‘cease; and’ we are come to this 
point: that the law must immediately be done 
away, or we must enforce it. Shall we post- 
pone it another day, to-morrow and to-morrow 
and one day more? It may do here, but I fancy 
in the great body of the community we shall not 
be exeused. One day is of importance in com- 
ing to a decision on this subject. It is well 
known that with respect to the non-intercourse 
law I have no responsibility on my shoulders. |; 
was not a favorite project of mine. But, being a 
law of the land, and evaded and trampled under 
foot, converted to the advantage of the dishonest 
part of the community, if it be not the duty of 
those who passed it to repeal it, it is to enforce it— 
and I want to know what is my duty. I believe 
that resistance to the decrees and orders was de- 
parted from at the very hour you adopted this 
law. To be sure, sir, there may be such addi. 
tions to’ it as to make it resemble the embargo, 
and if so amended as to deprive the belligerents 
of supplies and prevent them from sending goods 
here, it would be an efficient measure; but short of 
this, it is worth nothing. And because gentle- 
men have propelled themselves into Tyber creek 
to avoid the rain and will not come back, if they 
alone were floundering in the mud they might 
stay there for me; but it does appear to me that 
we are trifling with the rights and interests of 
the people by this way of procrastinating from 
day to day a subject of so much importance. | 
will say to the House that until the vote of 
Saturday was decided, there was an excuse for 
not taking up the subject. But it ceased the 
moment that vote was taken, and now you must 
do your duty—and the people have a right to say 
that you must not postpone it for a day nor for 
an hour. Whatever may be the decision of the 
House, whether to repeal the law or to retain it, 
it is proper they should come to an immediate 
determination on it, in order that the defects 
noticed in it may be remedied if it is to be con- 
tinued. It is proper that we should change it 
from being a system exclusively favorable to the 
dishonest, to the disadvantage of the honest and 
patriotic part of the community who obey the 
law, though not compelled to do so, because they 
might creep out of it with impunity to a systen 
which shall benefit the fair trader. 

Mr. Key hoped the House would not postpone 
the consideration of this question. Did any gen- 
tleman, he asked, want light on the subject? 
Could the House be better possessed of it at any 
time than they were now? Was the subject 
new? No—for it had been discussed long and 
often. Every member of the’ House had made 
up his mind on the subject. He could not con- 
ceive by what reasoning the propriety of its con- 
tinuance could be enforced. Was the non-in- 
tercourse resistance to the belligerents? [If it 
was, it was a most strange resistance, harmless 
to the enemy and injurious to ourselves. It did 
appear to him, he said, that the people were 
waiting in anxious expectation for the repeal of 
the measure, and had been so for many months. 
If it was to be continued. it was incumbent on 
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the House immediately to enforce it. Ifit was | The question was taken by yeas and nays on 


to be repealed, it was as incumbent on them im- | postponement till to-morrow, and negatived— 


) mediately to act. It was at present a great evil; 
' and having no other imperative business to pre- | 


Lp ees 


yeas 57, nays 59. 

The question recurred on Mr. MontTGomery’s 
vent its being taken up, he asked how gentlemen | amendment. ' ak 
could justify themselves to their constituents for} Mr. Ranvowpn said he really did not distinctly 
one hour’s delay of a decision. | understand the meaning of the amendment pro- 

Mr. Smitie said that he differed a little in| posed. He believed, as far as the rights and in- 


i 
| 
} 


> opinion with the gentleman who had spoken last. | dependence of the country could be maintained 
' He said he could tell that gentleman that the | and defended by law, they had got nearly to the 


| 


honor and independence of the nation, in the | end of the tether of legislation. Mr. R. said it 


) opinion of his constituents, was of much greater | had been no part of his intention in submitting 


importance than the repeal of this law. His | that motion to the House to get another discus- 


) opinion of the people was, that they would fol- , sion on the subject, or an additional amendment 


low the Government in any measures necessary | to the articles of American independence. I had 
for the preservation of the rights and interests of | no wish, said he, to present to the House =r 
d 


_ this country. He cared not whether the ques- | thing but a naked proposition whether it wou 
> tion was taken up to-day or to-morrow. He 'or would not repeala law which our own offi- 
» should probably vote against postponement, and | 


cers have told us as far as it has force operates 
mischievously, but which is in fact almost wholly 
all afloat and who was for maintaining the rights | inoperative. This is my sole object, and I wish to 
of the nation. try the sense of the House on the question. For 
Mr. W. Avsron said it was a very easy mat- | that purpose I beg leave to accept by way of 
ter for gentlemen to work themselves up and at- | modification the words added by the gentleman 
tach great importance to a subject to which | from Maryland, and ask a division of the ques- 
really no importance was due. It was totally | tion, so as to take the question first on that part 
immaterial to him whether the question was | which includes my original motion; and if‘the 
taken up to-day or to-morrow. What was the | House do not choose to repeal the non-intercourse 
question ? Simply to repeal the non-intercourse. | law (as it is commonly called, though it consists 
How came that system into operation ? asked Mr. | of two different acts) I shall have the satisfaction 
A. It will be recollected, said he, that it was | of reflecting that I have done my duty in pro- 
passed at the heel of the session before the last, | posing to do away that which I believed to be 
and continued in force till the session in May. | hurtful to the country. 
It was then officially communicated to us that; Mr. McKee said he did not rise to enter into 
an arrangement had been made between this | the discussion of this subject. He was so un- 
country and Great Britain. The British Gov- | well that he could not if he were so disposed; but 
ernment and its agents here thought the law of | he thought an amendment might be proposed 
some importance, and bottomed an arrangement | which would make it more acceptable to himself. 
on it. hat was the conduct of the Legislature | Conceiving that to be the case, he felt it his duty 
in June? If they had not legislated on the sub- | to move it. He moved to strike out the word 
ject, the law would have been gone. We find | “repealed” and insert “revised and amended.” If 
almost a unanimous vote for continuing it as to | gentlemen would turn their attention to the his- 
France, who had proposed no arrangement. Now | tory of this law, it would be evident to the most 
it seems to be contemplated by almost every mem- | superficial observer that the measure had never 
ber, that the session will not continue more than | had a fair opportunity for trial. The very first 
fifteen or twenty days longer. If we do not re-/| moment it went into operation, an arrangement 
enact the law, it dies by its own limitation, and | was entered into with Great Britain on con- 
#e do not ourselves repeal it. There is a great | dition that it should be suspended as to that bel- 
\ifference between repealing the law and letting | ligerent. 
it die by its own limitation. It would hold out The Speaker said that it might perhaps save 
to the world an idea that we believed the system | the gentlemen some trouble to inform bim that 
wrong, that we ought not to have interposed any- j| his motion, being in the nature of a substitute 
thing between us and the edicts of the belliger- | for the original motion, was out of order. 
ents, if we were to repeal the non-intercourse| Mr. McKee then waived moving his amend- 
law before we know what measures are taken on | ment. 
the other side of the water in consequence of the | Mr. Taytor proposed to examine a term which 
dismissal of Mr. Jackson. There is a difference | was a very favorite one with some gentlemen, 
between recording on our Journals absolute sub- | and to ascertain whether that term, as applied to 
mission, and letting the law expire. Notwith- | the law proposed to be repealed, had any mean- 
standing the abuse the system has received, it | ing at all. I hear gentlemen in all parts of the 
produced the arrangement in April, and has, | House, said he, talking about resistance, and ask- 
therefore, been of some effect. Even if I were | ing whether we will give up our resistance to the 
to agree to repeal it, I should deem it proper to | iniquitous edicts of the belligerents? Let us 
give fifteen or twenty days’ notice of it, that no | examine the subject seriously, see the effects of 
advantage might be given to any one part of the | the non-intercourse system, and ascertain wheth- 
country over another. er it does produce resistance. We complain that 


} 
then the world would see who was willing to set | 
{ 
| 
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Great Britain’s monopolizing disposition has, for 
years back, encroached on our rights. The gen- 
tleman from New York went centuries back to 

_ show a disposition in Great Britain to have her 
merchantmen the carriers of the world. This, 
then, is her policy, and in resisting that policy 
we condemn our own vessels to go to Amelia 
island, Madeira, or elsewhere, and the British 
carrier trom Amelia island to Great Britain is 
completely the monopolizer. They get more 
for the freight of produce from Amelia island 
than they would get if they were to come into 
Philadelphia, New York, or Baltimore. You 
give them a monopoly of carrying the whole 
produce of the United States across the Atlantic 
at a greater price, and under greater advantages 
than they would have if their vessels were al- 
lowed to come into our ports, inasmuch as they 
would have to compete with our vessels and con- 
form to the regular prices. This is the effect 
which men of business are obliged to acknowl- 


edge proceeds from the non-intercourse law.. 


What is our object? To produce a different 
sentiment in the belligerents towards us? Do 
you suppose that by securing a monopoly of the 
carriage of the produce of the United States to 
Great Britain, she will, therefore, be disposed to 
act more friendly towards you? On the contrary, 
you give her a premium for her unlawful and in- 
iquitous conduct towards you. The ruler of the 
destinies of the French nation, and of the Euro- 
pean continent, has his views, also, completely 
answered. The policy of Bonaparte is to destroy 
commerce. You want to change that policy. 
How do you get to work upon it? By pursuing 
the very policy he advocates. Is it resistance to 
the belligerent edicts to favor the interest of one 
Power and fulfil the views of the other? Whe- 
ther it be the interest of the French Emperor to 
destroy commerce, we will not examine, but we 
know that itis his settled policy. Do you call 
this resistance, sir? I am ata loss for words to 
express the strange confusion of ideas presented 
by the reiterated exclamations of “ will you cease 
to resist?” I might go back and review the fa- 
mous report of the Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions, to which the gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. Dana) has called our attention, (to the doc- 
trine laid down, in which I still subscribe,) to 
show that, so far from being resistance, the pres- 
ent non-intercourse system is submission. Gen- 
tlemen forget When they tell us that this ver 
non-intercourse did produce the arrangement with 
Mr. Erskine. We Embargo-men think the press- 
ure occasioned by that measure produced it, and 
believe that it would have been carried into ef- 
fect, if the Legislature, instead of countervailing, 
had not actually answered the interest of the 
Powers we were to resist. 

See, sir, how this operates with respect to our 
imports. One certain effect produced by it is, 
that the Treasury has ceased to receive duties on 
goods, and it is well ascertained that there is not 
a greater scarcity of British goods in the market 
of the United States than there was when this 
law passed; and we should be informed of the 
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cause, if we could at once call a witness from 
Amelia island to tell us of the thousands of bale; 
piled up there to be smuggled into the Unite; 
States. We need not go so far for a witness, fo; 
I believe a contract to any amount may be made 
for the delivery of goods which come in in viola. 
tion of the law, in any cellar or store of Phila. 
delphia, Baltimore, &c, Not to mention the los; 
of revenue, the demoralization of our citizens j; 
sufficient reason to repeal the law. It can only 
be justified as producing pee and positive ¢. 
fect on your adversaries. I can see no resistane 
in it, but, for the sake of argsmiest say that it js 
resistance, let me inquire who bears the brunt of 
this resistance ? The eatable produce of the ag. 
riculture of the United States will go to the bes 
markets in the world, notwithstanding their orders 
and decrees. Wherearethey? The British Wes 
India islands, and even the island of Great Brit. 
ain, and some partsof Spain. They may goacir. 
cuitous route, but they still go to the best market, 
The cultivator of eatable products is not much 


affected by this system of resistance? The weight | 


of the non-intercourse system rests not upon his 
shoulders, but I will tell you upon whose it does. 


The tobacco and cotton of the United States are || 


not only consumed in Great Britain, or in her 
islands, but find a market all over Europe. By 
the present non-intercourse law, the trade in these 
articles receives the same bent in the voyage as 
other articles; but that is not all. We export 
eighty-five thousand hogsheads of tobacco, of 
which, but about fifteen thousand are consumed 
in Great Britain. We also export something 
more than sixty millions of pounds of cotton, of 
which little more than one-half is manufactured 
in that country. The whole quantity of these 
two exports is, nevertheless, by the force of your 
own law, propelled into that giutted market. 

Is this ie sir? Flour, beef, pork, and so on, 
go to the best possible market they coul! go, 
whether this law and the orders and decrees 
were in force or not; whereas, by your own act, 
you compel the article of tobacco to go certainly 
to a glutted market. If a coercive measure is to 
be adopted and maintained, for God’s sake, let it 
be a general one, and do not let the whole burden 
of it be imposed on the tobacco and cotton planter. 
Any man can see that the brunt of the battle, |! 
it be a battle, if it be resistance—which, by the 
by, it is not—is borne exclusively by the South- 
ern planter and grower of tobacco and cotton. II 
there must be resistance, let us have a common 
stock, and not impose the burden of it exclusively 
on the two classes [ have mentioned. 

Some say that these difficulties in commerce 
may serve to encourage our Eastern manutac- 
tures. If it be the object of gentlemen to sup- 
port and encourage manufactures, let them come 
out and say so, pass laws for the purpose, and not, 
in this under-hand mode, impose difficulties on 
one part of the community to increase the wealth 
of the other. The growers of cotton and tobacco 
will put their hands in their pockets if you require 
contribution, but it is unfair, by this indirect 
mode, to impose difficulties and restraints upon 


1716 


PRIL, 1810, 






717 


APRIL, 
them fe 
class 0 
the Na 
7 matter 
F this ob} 

ought 

purpos 
such a 
> inequa 
who wv 
> for the 

other » 

manuf 

across 

courag 
~~ we en 
playin; 
the de: 
encoul 
open a 
to bee 
der it: 
ernme 

Ico 
meani 
so far 





7 hands. 


intend 
and b 
it com 
vanta: 
4 self; 
|) by the 
+ gether 
) questi 
that € 
_ towar 
» cours 
_ know 
' to en 
’ And, 
_ uance 
' chang 
> both 
| propr 
' Wha 
. wron, 
So 
peal « 
' ous ¥ 
care 
with 
intere 
bill, 1 
or on 
the v 
recei 
plish 
tion 
usele 
tatio 
mit 
will 
| they 
to th 
plan 







1718 


H. or R. 


‘Mt Ba77 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
| Apri, 1810. : Po 





——_ 


1810, 





Non- Intercourse. 
Sshem for the purpose of encouraging a different | burden; it will relieve your citizens generally 








from 
bales 
ited 
Sy for 
nade 
lola- 
nila: 
loss 
1S Is 
only 
» ef. 
ince 
it Is 
it of 
ag. 
best 
lers 
Jest 
rit. 
cir. 


Sclass of the community. It is not dignified in | from the demoralizing effects of the system, and 
J the National Legislature to pursue an object, no | will add considerably to your revenue. 
matter how laudable, in this indirect mode. If | Mr. Mumrorp.—I rejoice to hear the gentleman 
this object is sanctioned by the Legislature, there | from Virginia bring forward this motion, as I con- 
Fought to be, at least, an equal taxation for the | sider it the harbinger of the removal of all our 
T purpose. It would add to the unpopularity of | commercial restrictions, which no one is more 
)such a measure to say that, over and above the solicitous to do @way than myself; but while I 
F inequality of the benefit conferred by it, those | am thus disposed to take off those restrictions oc- 
S who would bear it most, should bear more yet casioned and imposed by the outrageous conduct 
} for the purpose of supporting the industry of the | of the belligerents, let us at the same moment 
other parts of the United States. I wish our | extend the right arm of protection, as far as we 
manufactures to prosper; I believe our friends | are able, to the defenceless commerce of the Uni- 
across the Atlantic are aiding them. They en- | ted States, and with that view I do most cordially 
courage our manufactures in the same way as | second the motion of the gentleman from Mary- 
we encourage their commerce. We seem to be | land, (Mr. Monroomery,) a motion that will place 
playing at cross purposes with each other. If the question fairly before this House, whether we 
the design in continuing the non-intercourse is to will maintain the bonor, the independence, and 


encourage manufactures, all our acts ought to be | just rights of our country. Sir, it is high time 
some decisive steps should be taken in order that 
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open and above board, and the imposition ought 
to be equal on all parts of the community to ren- 


ernment of the United States. 

I conclude then, sir, as far as I understand the 
meaning of terms, that the non-intercourse law, 
so far from being efficient, actually plays into her 
hands, and adds to the advantages Great Britain 
intended to derive from her Orders in Council 
and blockading decrees, and that, as to France, 
it completely answers her views. It affords ad- 
vantages to your enemy whilst it distresses your- 


; self; and, whether we are to receive despatches 


by the John Adams to-day or to-morrow, is alto- 


) gether unimportant as to the decision of this 


question, for, if it is announced by this vessel 
that Great Britain continues her unjust conduct 
towards us, the continuance of the non-inter- 
course will not make her change her course. She 
knows her interest too well. She will continue 
to enjoy the monopoly you have made for her. 
And, if France continues her policy, the contin- 
uance of the non-intercouse will not make her 
change her policy, but will further it. Reverse 
both suppositions, and there will be still greater 
propriety in repealing the non-intercourse.— 
Whatever tidings are received, you can not go 
wrong in repealing the non-intercourse system. 
Some gentlemen seem to imagine that the re- 
peal of the non-intercourse should be simultane- 
ous with the adoption of some other measure. I 
care not what. course gentlemen mean to take 
with the public business. The repeal of the non- 
intercourse would not interfere with the convoy 
bill, nor: prevent us from raising fifty thousand. 
or one hundred thousand regulars, or equipping 
the whole Navy. On the contrary, I believe the 
receiving a little money would aid in the accom- 
plishment of either of these objects. The ques- 
tion at last is, will the House now repeal this 
useless law, or suffer it to expire by its own limi- 
tation? Its immediate repeal will not compro- 
mit = man as to subsequent measures, but I 
will tell you, sir, what it will do. It will relieve 
the public anxiety from one end of the country 
tothe other. It will relieve the merchant, and 
planter, and agriculturist too, from an immense 


the people might know what to depend upon. I 


| der it a proper measure to be adopted by the Gov- | haye been uniformly in favor of the non-inter- 


course, not that I preferred it. but because I would 
not give it up without a stronger substitute, and 
wished it enforced for months past. But if gen- 
tlemen will not consent to put means in the power 


| of the Executive to execute the law, I have to 


regret it, and as I do not perceive any real change 


erents, 1am now more and more convinced that 
| our only alternative left, and our true policy in 
my opinion, is to resist by convoy, in the best 
manner we can, and carry on our trade with both 
of them. To repeal the non-intercourse without 
substituting the convoy system, will practically, 
in its operation, confine you to the British market 
almost exclusively, and I would ask the gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. TayLor) where 
is the difference ? Whether you go to Fayal or 
Maderia or Amelia island entrepot, or to the mo- 
nopolizing entrepot of London or Liverpool, you 
'are still deprived from carrying his cotton and 
| tobacco, tv the consumers in contisental Europe. 
| And as to confining our trade to Great Britain 
| only, it is all in vain to say it can be carried on 
| to advantage, when she herself is daily straining 
| every nerve to introduce your commodities into 
the very markets where you as an independent 
nation ought to go yourselves. Immediately after 
| thearrangement with Erskine was knownin Eng- 
land, down went cotton and tobacco and other 
articles so low that many American merchants 
had ruin staring them in the face, their bills were 
noted for non-acceptance and the produce of our 
country so reduced in price, as in all probability 
would not net them ten shiliings in the pound, 
when all at once the renewal of the non-inter- 
course revived their drooping spirits, and instead 
st eleven pence for their cotton, they obtained 
from twenty-two to twenty-four pence per pound, 
E saved them from utter ruin, and put money 


| likely to take place in the conduct of the bellig- 

















into their pockets. And although it may appear 
paradoxical to some gentlemen, the roundabout 
entrepot does operate upon the English market 
in a certain degree to increase their difficulties to 
obtain our produce at low prices, and having a 
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scanty supply come into their market at enormous 
high prices, must necessarily increase their ex- 
penses on the articles they receive from us; and 
every means we can employ to operate upon and 
increase their expense, will most likely tend to 
procure us at least common justice, and I ask no 
more from either belligerent But, say gentle- 
men,.this operates on the growef of cotton. I be- 
lieve all the ectton sold of the last year’s crop has 
obtained on an average a higher price than it did 
at any time between the 19th April and 9th 
August, the period of time between the Erskine 
arrangement and the President’s Proclamation 
renewing the non-intercourse with England, 
which so completely overstocked that market, that 
searcely any sales could be made. As we hear 
so much about tobacco and cotton reiterated over 
and over again, let us examine where it went. 
when ourcommerce was left free to itself in 1804. 
About 75,000 hhds. were exported—15,000 hhds. 
of the prime quality is sufficient for the British 
market, and about 60,000 hhds. of the second and 
third qualities went to other markets, from which 
the Orders of Council and the blockade or paper 
orders now shut you out, and if compelled to sell 
in England, must be done at an enormous sacrifice 
for the benefit of the monopolizers. In respect to 
cotton, I have only to repeat what I bave'already 
saidon a former occasion, that the prices of upland 
cotton on the continent of Europe, with much less 
duties than they pay in. England, are, in France 
100 cents, Holland 80 cents, Denmark 50 cents. 
If you repeal the non-intercourse to-morrow with- 
out substituting some plan by which the conti- 
nental Powers can ascertain that the property you 
send there is really and bona fide American, and 
that they can distinguish us from the English for- 
geries, you cannot obtain insurance for 50 per 
cent., even if the vessel was in Bordeaux river, 
whereas in my opinion, if you send them under 
ow it can be done at 15 per cent. and perhaps 
ess. 

As this miserable money-making system ap- 
pears to have obtained the ascendency over the 
rights and independence of the satlotijlee us now 
examine the effect of the orders and decrees of 
the belligerents on the fiscal concerns of the Uni- 
ted States, and for this purpose I have selected 
from the lucid and comprehensive report of that 
able officer who presides over the Treasury De- 
partment with so much honor to himself as well 
as to the nation, and whom I'have known more 
than twenty-five vears, always as amiable in do- 
mestic life as he is deservedly respectable in pub- 
lie life, and who as well as many other virtuous 
men have had the shafts of calumny darted at 
them from one end of the continent to the other 
by anonymous slanderers; for in modern days it 
seems, that if a man can wield a frame of types 
and lampblack he sets himself up for censor gen- 
eral; yet truth is eternal, and will ever rise tri- 
umphant over falsehood. Let us now proceed to 
the Secretary’s report made to this House on the 
28th February, 1806, I have chosen the years 
1802, 1803, 1804, when our commerce took its own 
natural channel, and when there were no orders 


——— 
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nor’ decrees violating the lawful commerce of | j 


the United States. It appears by the report tha; 


imports and exports with Great Britain amount, 
to about fourteen millions of dollars per annum 
and that the balance in favor'of the United State; 
between imports and exports with all other coup. 
tries amounts to six millions three hundred thoy. 
sand dollars. The net revenue derived from jn. 
ports from Great Britain, six millions two hyp. 
dred and twelve thousand dollars. Net revenue 
derived from imports from: all other countries 


six millions two hundred and fifteen thousand | 


dollars. Thus far I-have extracted from the off. 
cial report. Let us now make an estimate from 
opinion, of some other items, made up, it is true. 
from no certain data, and consequently arbitrary 
|and subject to error in judgment; but not wit) 
intention to mislead ; it is however conceived to 


be sufficiently correct, to form an opinion from, | — 


] shall commence with the carrying trade, or the 
freight obtained by American vessels for trans- 
porting the produce of our own soil, as well as 
the productions from and to foreign countries. 
We have heard so much about this mighty stalk- 
ing lorse,commonly called by some gentlemen 
the extraneous fungus on the body politic and 
commercial, that we shall now see whether it is 
worth while for the elder sister, agriculture, to 
abandon the young sister, her handmaid, to her 
fate, and turn her loose upon the world without 
a friend to foster, to aid, or protect her; and as 
money appears now to be the erder of the day, | 
shall state, that the probable profit on the carrying 
trade for one year was $23,398,185, calculated on 
the official report of the tonnage made up at the 
Treasury Department for 1804, by which it ap- 
pears there was 672,530 tons of American vessels 
employed for one year in the trade with foreign 
countries, and it is conceived that the increase of 
tonnage since that period will more than compen- 
sate for the same number of years preceding 
1804, when it was less. It is presumed that 
about one-third of the above tonnage is employed 
in the West India trade, which is about the pro- 
portion of our exports to that quarter of the world. 
and that about three-fourths of the tonnage 1s 
employed in the European trade, including a pro- 
portion beyond the Cape of Good Hope, say 165. 
132 tons in West India trade, calculated only on 
two voyages a year—some make three voyages, 
but that I will throw in for contingencies; ave- 
rage freight at about $12 per ton for one voyage 
is $24, for two voyages per ton for one year, !s 
$4,734,168, say 504,398 tons employed in Kuro- 
— trade, aud some beyond the Cape of Good 

ope. Those vessels trading to Europe generally 
perform two voyages a year, and some two 
voyages and a half, and it it is presumed thai 
those which make two and a half voyages, will 
more than compensate for the one voyage a year 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope. The general 
average of freight to Europe was four pounds 
sterling or $17 76 cts.; one voyage $35 53 cts. for 
one year, is: $17,664 cts. Thechiarges to be de- 
ducted paid in foreign countries, it is presumed, 
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will be discharged by the return freights (not in- 
cludedin the above) and profits on the return 
cargoes; and the charges retained in the United 
States are seamen’s wages, provisions for the ves- 
sels, American manufactured articles, mechanics 
and laborers’ work, ship chandlery, insurances, 
other. contingencies, and the balance for ship-own- 
ers’ profits. 

Some gentlemen have said they would not pro- 
teet this extraneous trade. Sir, I should like to 
know-how you can separate the property you re- 
ceive ‘from foreign aations in exchange for the 
productions of yourown soil, (for since our cap- 
ital -has increased we can make more money in 
carrying goods on our own account, than we ean 
for other nations,) it:becomes so interwoven with 
the mass of your own products that you cannot 
touch the one without affecting the other. Let 
us now examine how this freighting business is 
distributed—the probable gain for one year on the 
transportation of $68,461,000 exported to all the 
world from the United States. To England—the 
proportion for that country is taken from the 
amount of exports, which are about one-third of 
the whole, and the freight is in dollars $7,466,061 ; 
to-all other countries—the proportion for all other 
countries is likewise taken from the same official 
report of exports, and are about two-thirds, the 
freight on which amounts to $14,932,124. There 
is ae an official item on revenue, arising as the 
Secretary states from the carrying trade, and mak- 
ing altogether $850,000, the greater proportion of 
which is derived from our commerce with conti- 
nental Europe. ‘Let us now examine the pro- 
bable gain to the United States on the amount of 
exports to.Great Britain, $23,330,147: I shall es- 
timate it at ten per cent., and which is a very lib- 
eral allowance, as it is doubted by many whether 
it will come up to that rate, especially when we 
take into consideration that there isa greater pro- 
portion of failures among merchants who trade 
exclusively to Great Britain in the produce of 
our own soil, than among the same number of 
other merchants who trade in the same commod- 
ities with all other countries; say ten per cent. 
profit on exports to Great Britain, is $2,330,147 ; 
the probable gain on exports to all other countries 
will be about, from estimation, fifteen per cent., 
and here no account is taken of the exchange, 
because it has heretofore been against the con- 
tinentof Europe, (now twenty-five per cent.aganst 
England, ) but of late years it has heen more than 
compensated in their favor, and will more than 
make up for the loss on the exchange formerly 
paid by the United States in their remittance 
from the Continent, to pay that constant drain, 
we have been obliged to supply, to make up for 
the balance of the fourteen millions of dollars 
against us in our trade with Great Britain. The 
amount of exports to all countries except Great 
Britain, amount to $44,653,344, at fifteen per cent. 
profit, is $6,698,001 for the gain on that trade. 
Any gentleman who will take the trouble to add 
up those items, will find the result on the political 
economy and fiscal concerns of the United States 
to be as follows: 
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The British Orders of Council and .paper blockades 
operate on the. moneyed concerns of trade and revenue 
of the United States,with all other countries, as below, 
$34,159,135 per annum. 
Official Estimate. 
Revenue derived from our trade with all other coun- 
tries, except Great Britain - $6,215,000 
Gain between imports and ex- 
ports - - - - 6,314,010 
$12,529,010 
Estimate by opinion. 
Probable gain by ‘freight $14,932,124 
Probable gain by profit on ex- 
ports, at 15 per cent. - - 6,698,001 
21,630,125 


Métal: :¢:.-00m coi inet, ©. bose 
The decrees of Continental Europe op- 
erate on the moneyed concerns of trade and 
revenue of the United States with Great 
Britain, to amount of $16,008,208, viz: 


Official Estimate. 





Revenue - - - - $6,212,000 
Estimate by opinion. 
Probable gain by freight - 7,466,061 
Probable gain by profit on ex- 
ports, at 10 per cent. - - 2,330,147 
————_ 16,008,208 


Balance, showing that the Orders of Coun- 
cil exceed the decrees of Continental 
Europe, by the sum of - - - $18,150,927 


The final result is, by the above calculations, 
that the British Orders of Council and paper block- 
ades operate on the fiscal concerns of the United 
States above eighteen millions of dollars per 
annum more than the decrees of Continental Ku- 
rope. All the above calculations are made to 
show the importance of carrying the productions 
of our soil direct to the consumers, (which, as an 
independent nation, we have an undoubted right 
to do, contraband excepted;) and I take it for 
granted, that Great Britain will not relax in her 
uniform studied system against your commercial 
prosperity. Her Minister has most unequivo- 
cally told you that His Britannic Majesty will 
not cease to maintain the right to blockade on 
paper. Itis very true that she did not modify her 
Orders in Council, in words, because she per- 
ceived that the enormous tribute of sixteen cents 
per pound on cotton, and other articles of the 
productions of your soil in proportion, caused so 
much, and very justly so, too, of indignation 
among the American people. She then only 
changed the name from orders to paper blockades, 
which, in the operation, as it relates to our prod- 
ucts, is the same thing in its effects. She may 
amuse us with Ministers of high rank, and pur- 
sue her old Machiavelian policy, but I have no 
idea that her monopolizing system will even allow 
us to carry our own commodities to Continental 
Europe, unless she discovers that we are deter- 
mined to assert our just rights. We must judge 
of her as we do of other nations—from her past 
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conduct in the oe of the world, and which | which Congress could act on this subject, con. 
was detailed by me a few days ago in this House ; | sistently with a respect for themselves, was {) 
from which it did appear that for the last four | repeal the non-intercourse entirely, or to revive 
hundred years she had constantly, in succession | and re-enact it. It was admitted, that, as it now 
from that period up to the present day, commit- | stood, the non-intercourse had no coercive infty. 
ted depredations and aggressions upon the lawful | ence. The question had been taken into consid. 
commerce of innocent neutrals ; and we certainly | eration at the commencement of the session, anj 
have no reason to think that either of the belli-| a measure proposed, which he had at that time 
gerents will change their systems, merely on| considered as calculated for the interest of the 
account of our commercial restrictions. hey | country, which had been denounced as not cop. 
may temporize with you, but I doubt muchif you | taining sufficient energy. Even the non-inter. 
come to any definitive agreement with them. course was said to be more energetic. That mea. 

Mr. McKim said, he was not insensible to the | sure which he alluded to, however, was gone, ani 
injuries we had suffered from the non-intercourse | it was in the power of the House to originate, 
law, though he was far from viewing it as some | similar measure. Mr. McK. said he wished now 

entlemen had done. He said he had always! to see whether those who had been in favor of the 

een disposed to repeal the non-intercourse law. | non-intercourse in preference to the measure which 
whenever it could be done on terms consistent | was proposed, would agree to enforce the non. 
with the rights and honor of the nation; and, that | intercourse law. With this view, (should the 
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the Committee might havea full view of the sub- eerie, now under consideration be rejected) 


ject, he said he would contribute his mite; and 
moved to amend the proposition now under con-| just mentioned. As to the observations relative 
sideration by adding to it the following words: | to the interest of the Southern country, Mr. McK. 
“ And that provision be made by law for prohib- | said he could inform gentlemen that there was 
iting importations from Great Britain and France, | not an individual in the remotest regions of the 
or their dependencies.” West but felt an interest in the measures of Goy- 

Mr. Ranvoupu accepted the amendment, and | ernment; and that the obstructions to commerce 
called for a division of the question, so as to take | were as severely felt by the planters of the West- 
it first on the naked proposition for repealing the | ern country as by the farmers of the Atlantic 
non-intercourse law. He suggested, however, to | States: they were the growers of the very arii- 
the Speaker, whether there was not a discord- | cles mentioned by the gentleman from South Car- 
ance between this amendment and that offered | olina. On this subject, there was but one wish 
by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Mont- | throughout the country, viz: to procure the repeal 
GOMERY ;) and whether it might not operate as an | of the British ordersand French decrees. And 
ouster of that part of the resolution ? how was it to be effected? Could it be expected, 

Mr. Livermore said that attempts had been | if our Administration asked of Great Britain asa 
made to divert the attention of the House from | gratuity to repeal her Orders in Council, that she 
the real question before them, viz: whether the| would do so? History, said he, gives a negative 
House would now repeal the non-intercourse, or | to such a supposition. You must show a meas- 
leave it till the end of the session? For what | ure to affect their interest before you ask them to 
possible good could it be continued to the end of | repeal measures injurious to you. I regret—most 
the session? It was acknowledged on all hands | sincerely regret—that the measure which passed 
that it had done no good; and the House had | this House at the commencement of the session 
been officially told that it was a dead letter. For | was not viewed ina different light. If any meas- 
what purpose, then, could gentlemen amusethem-| ure can be proposed by any gentleman which 
selves with talking about resistance, and about ; would justify a hope that at any future period the 
the report of the Committee of Foreign Relations, | belligerents of Europe will be disposed to relax 
which had declared that the embargo or war were | their restrictions, I shall be happy to hear it. No 
the sole measures of resistance? Why embar-| member can submit to the present situation of 
rass the question any further? The fair, honor-| things. Ifthere be such a man within these walls, 
able, and magnanimous course would be to repeal | he is not an American, nor worthy the name of 
the law. It was wrong to be so pertinacious in| a citizen; for any man who can submit to the 
any measure from which they could not pretend | right of the belligerents to circumscribe our nat- 
that any good could arise. If the session was to | ural rights, would, if it was his interest, yield the 
continue only three or four weeks, the refusal to | right of self-government. If we yield up our right 
repeal the non-intercourse law could only proceed | freely to navigate the ocean, we yield up our 
from the pride of consistency, or from not paying | independence. It is a part of our independence 
that attention to the public interest which it was | tohaveafree commerce. Commerce is shackled, 


e said he should make the proposition he had | 


their duty todo. Mr. L. contended that no argu- 
ment could be drawn from the arrangement in 
April last in favor of the non-intercourse, as that 
arrangement had been made without authority. 
Mr. McKee said, as his former motion had been 
declared out of order, he could get at his object 
by rejecting the proposition under consideration, 
and substituting another for it. The only way in 


and cannot be free, under the present regulations 
of Europe. I ask whether it is not a duty whic! 
we owe to God and our country to oppose this 
state of things? 

Mr. Roor said, perhaps he had as ardent @ 
desire to get rid of any restraint upon commerce 
as any member ; but he was unwilling that our 
vessels should be invited, for such would be the 
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case if the non-intercourse was repealed, into the 
ports of the rapacious mistress of the ocean. Set 
our vessels afloat, said he, and you would invite 
that rapacious Government to seize upon an im- 
mense property, and then, aecording to custom, 
make war upon you. I wish, however, that the 
non-intercourse should be repealed, and something 
substituted in its place; and with that view, I 
have prepared an amendment, which perhaps 
the courteous gentleman from Virginia will not 
receive as his own. It is to alter the resolution 
so as to read “shall be repealed when provision 
shall have been made by law to defend the rights, 
&c., of the United States.” 

Mr. RANnpDo.tps said, his object was not to waste 
any more words on this subject, but he rose purely 
for the purpose of clearing up a misapprehension. 
He said he had understood a member from Ken- 


§ cern te r. JOHNSON) to express his regret that 


this House should have its time consumed to-day 


| in deciding a question solemnly decided only on 


Saturday, viz: Shall the non-intercourse laws 


j be now repealed ? If, said Mr. R., Lhad so under- 
| stood the decision of the House, on Saturday, I 


should not have offered that motion. But what 
in fact is to be gathered from the acts of the two 
Houses on this bill? A bill goes from the House 
of Representatives which repeals the laws pro- 
hibiting commercial intercourse between us and 
the belligerents; it contains also a system relat- 
ing to American navigation. The other House 
strike out the navigation system and send it back, 
and it surely cannot be fair to infer that that 
clause of the bill to which neither House took 
exception contains a proposition which the other 
House has settled in the negative. Isit nota 
fair inference that, neither House having ob- 
jected to it, both were of opinion that these laws 
ought to be repealed? If this House had been 
of opinion that these acts ought not to have been 
repealed, they would have stricken out the clause 
when the bill was betore them; either House 
would have done the same; but neither having 
done it, the inference is, that no exception ought 
to be taken, on this ground, to a motion for an 
immediate repeal. My first act on coming here, 
as soon as the forms of the House would have 
permitted it, would have been to lay upon the 
table a resolution for repealing that system. A 
bill, however, having for its object the repeal of 
the non-intercourse system, was then pending 
between the two Houses. It is lost, and I again 
oo the question to this House. I present it 

ecause [ deem it my duty so to do. When I 
return home, if I be asked why this system, which 
stands branded with infamy on the Treasury 
books, which no man has the hardihood to advo- 
cate, is suffered to continue, if [ had, like other 
men, sat sluggishly in my seat, and silently sub- 
mitting to it, I should consider myself responsi- 
ble for the mischief or disgrace resulting from a 
continuance of it. The moment the fate of the 
bill which has been lost was determined, I re- 
lieved myself from any part of the odium of con- 
tinuing the system which might have attached 
tome. Gentlemen, on the contrary, are anxious 
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that this glorious system should continue for 
three weeks; that we should adjourn and let it 
die. Well, sir; great is the Diana of the Ephe- 
sians! The House has it in its power to do as 
it pleases. If the system be prolonged, my anx- 
iety is, that it shall be no conduct of mine, pass- 
ive or active, and I hope to havea direct vote 
on the question. The House can as well act on 
the subject in one day as in seven years. There 
is nothing de novo; every man’s mind is long 
ago made up uponit. If gentlemen see some- 
thing so charming in this system that they will 
not give it up till death do them part, so be it. 
With respect toall the rest, as to the amendment 
proposed, for bolstering up our independence, &e. 
I have not a word to utter. I really could wish 
that less was said in this House about the inde- 
pendence of the United States. Ido not think it 
creditable to us. It looks as if we had not an 
assurance of our independence—as if we doubted 
or were afraid of some flaw in our title; and I 
should be sorry to see that spirit which dictated 
it invoked, not for the purpose for which alone 
it should be called up, but to answer the ordinary 
occasions of political life. A great deal has been 
said, sir, about the spirit of seventy-six. What 
is it? A spirit which calls upon the nation to 
guard against abuse in Government—a spirit 
which resisted the unconstitutional and arbitrary 
tneasures of the Government of that day, a spirit 
which darts its penetrating eye always into 
abuses of Government at home. It is the genius 
of investigation—the spirit of resistance—it has 
nothing to do with foreign prejudices and par- 
tialties. The very moment the Treaty of ’83 was 
signed, the spirit of the American Revolution 
became, as to foreign nations, neutralized. We 
took our rank among the nations of the earth, 
and stood upon equal ground with any of them. 
I am sorry, sir, to be hurried into these observa- 
tions; but I do think that the public mind ought 
not to be artfully led away, under a cry of the 
spirit of 76, from objects to which that spirit would 
direct us—the union of military and civil offices 
in a single individual—a tyrannical Governor 
Gage at Boston, rendering the military superior 
to the civil power, and protecting them by mock 
trial from punishment; arbitrary and oppressive 
laws, cutting off our trade to all parts of the 
world—a Legislature turning a deaf ear to peti- 
tioning citizens. These, sir, are the objects 
to which the spirit of ’76, and of the Revo- 
lution, naturally guide us. The moment you 
invoke it to support your independence against 
Great Britain or any foreign Power, you do by a 
sort of e2 post facto act bastardize your own pedi- 
gree—you seem willing to concede that we are 
not an independent people. The spirit of the 
Revolution is invoked to induce you to resist— 
what? Great Britain. Sir, it is not a spirit of 
opposition to foreign nations, but a spirit of re- 
sistance to corruption and tyranny at home. We 
want no Revolutionary spirit to rouse us to assert 
and defend our right toa place among the na- 
tions of the earth, but to induce us to sift carefully 
and pertinaciously every abuse of the Govern- 
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ment athome. It is not worth while ina foreign 
contest to be repeating our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. It is a black catalogue of crimes 
which never were nor never can be committed by 
a foreign Goverrment upon an independent State, 
but by a Government upon its own people, and 
against these we ought to guard. Against for- 
eign aggression we want nothing more to sup- 
port. our rights than the spirit of ordinary men. 
Mr. Jounson repeated his former remarks that 
the House did vote upon a solemn argument that 
they would not veiedl the non-intercourse, with- 
out a substitute, and was again presented with a 
proposition to repeat the non-intercourse without 
allowing him even the consolation of yoting at 
the same time for the exclusion of British and 
French armed vessels from the use of our waters, 
which provision perhaps would have passed by 
an unanimous vote of the House. Sir, said he, we 
were told by the Secretary of the Treasury, when 
our Treasury was full, that we had our choice 
either to oppose the British orders and French 
decrees, or to redace the expenditure of our Gov- 
ment. If ata time when we might have taken 
this humble part, which was submitted to our 
choice, we would not relinquish our opposition 
to the edicts of the belligerents, I ask .whether 
we shall do it now? ‘The independence of my 
country is as sacred to me this day as when the 
embargo was laid. I voted then against taking 
this humble part, and will at this day. It isa 
libel on the people of the United States to say 
that they will not resist the decrees of foreign na- 
tions. They have to this day had confidence in 
you, and now are in suspense whether they shall 
continue it or not. We are now called upon to 
record another argument in support of these, 
urged by those who say that a Republican Gov- 
ernment cannot long exist. Sir, I will not agree 
to register a resolve which shall speak that lan- 
guage. 
r. J. was proceeding when he was requested 
to give way for a motion to adjourn, which was 
carried. 





Tuespay, April 3. 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of Anthony Buck; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled, “ An 
act to amend the laws within the District of Co- 
lumbia ;” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 


GENERAL WILKINSON. 


Mr. Pearson called for the consideration of 
the following resolution, offered by him on a for- 
mer day: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the conduct of Brigadier General James 
Wilkinson, in relation to his having at any time whilst 
in the service of the United States corruptly received 
money from the Government of Spain or its agents, or 
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in relation to his having, during the time aforesaij 
been an accomplice or in any way concerned with th; 
agents of any foreign Power or with Aaron Burr in , 
project againat the dominions of the King of Spain o 
to dismember these United States. That the said con. 
mittee inquire generally into the conduct of the aij 
James Wilkinson, as Brigadier General of the Army 
of the United States—and that the said committee hay, 
power to send for persons and papers, and compel thei: 
attendanco and production, and that they report the r. 
suit to this House.” 

The House agreed to consider the resolutioy, 
84 to 16. 

Mr. Love called for a division of the question, 
so as to take it separately on the two branches of 
the resolution. Though he should vote agains: 
the whole, he said he should like to hear any ar. 
guments by which the House could be justified 
in making an inquiry into the conduct of General 
Wilkinson in relation to the Army. 

Mr. Pearson said it was immaterial to him 


how the resolution was dissected. His object, he | 


said, was a fair investigation into the conduct of 
this man, who held so high a station under the 
Government of the country. As to the inquiry 
had on the first part of this resolution, he consid- 
ered ita mere nothing. Since that time, too, far- 
ther light had been thrown on the subject. As 
to the other part of the resolution, which had 
been objected to on the ground that the House 
had not the power to make the inquiry, Mr P. 
said he was of opinion that it was competent to 
the House to make the inquiry, if it was not made 
by any otherauthority. Perhaps the best answer 
to the remark would be the question: If they 
had not power to inquire into the conduct ofa 
General, had they the power to inquire into the 
state of the Army and to the causes which had 
produced mortality in it? As far as he should 
be concerned in the business, in any way, Mr. P. 
said he should endeavor to act without prejudice 
to the officer. 

Mr. Quincy expressed his surprise at the gen- 
tleman’s calling fora division of the question, 
when he had expressed his intention to vote 
against the whole. 


Mr. Love said it was quite sufficient for him if 
he could satisfy himself and the House of the 
propriety of his conduct without satisfying the 

entleman from Massachusetts. He had called 
for a division of the question, because on the first 
point an inquiry had already been made by the 
most proper authority. The second part of the 
resolution went to invade the province of the Ex- 
ecutive, who was responsible for continuing 10 
office an officer guilty of the impropriety alleged. 
Gentlemen might vote for either member of the 
resolution and yet not for the whole. es 

Mr. Prrxin said that this was an inquiry whica 
the nation expected, and indeed had long demaat- 
ed at their hands, I know it has been said (0b 
served Mr. P.) that we have no right to inquire 
into the conduct of the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army of the United States. I have reflected 
on the subject considerably, and have made up 
my mind that this House, as the grand inques! 
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Hof the nation, have a right to make this inquiry. 
¥I might ask gentlemen to reflect what has been 


done by legislative bodies in other countries. 
What was done by the House of Commons in 
England in relation to the Duke of York, who 


was the Commander-in-Chief, and second son of 


the Monarch ? An inquiry had been had into his 


Fconduct as Commander-in-Chief, for speculating 


* scrutinize not only his 
* nected with it, his private conduct also. 
poe the Duke of York had been charged with 


Ya legislative body, could bring before them the 


United States to the amount of ten or twelve thou- 
‘sand dollars—should we not have a right to in- 


'as extensive as that of the British House of 


) object to having his son called before them to 


7) cedent in this country, which shall leave to the 


CES CRA 


i etna atte Toe 


| Wilkinson had been accused of squandering the 
= money of the country—and I believe it is a fact 


States that he would at once exercise the Con- 
| stitutional power of removing him; and, if he 


in commissions. His whole conduct was partic- 
ularly inquired into, and they went so far as to 
is public conduct, but, con- 
Sup- 


ing a traitor to his country and receiving a 
pension from a foreign Government? If they, 


son of a King to answer for his conduct, shall it 
be said that we cannot inquire into the conduct 
of the Commander-in-Chief? Suppose General 


that he has received and yet holds money of the 


quire into his conduct? I believe our power is 
Commons, and the King of England dared not 


answer for his conduct. I hope never to hear 
it said on this floor, when the commander of an 
army is accused of being a foreign pensioner, that 
this House has not the power to make an inquiry 
into facts. I hope we shall not establish a pre- 


House of Representatives less power and inde- 
pendence than the House of Commons has in 
Great Britain. If we have not the absolute power 
of removing the Commander-in-Chief, we have 
aright to request the President of the United 


does not remove him, we have the power to say 
that there shall be no longer an army with a com- 
mander at its head. If the Executive did not do 
its duty in removing the officer, we should in such 
case do ours by abolishing the office. 

If we refuse making this inquiry, sir, it will be 
a severe blow at the power of this House. I call 
the attention of gentlemen to what has been done 
heretofore by the House on this subject. No in- 
quiry has been instituted by the House; an in- 
quiry was instituted to be sure, the result of which 
is known. It will be recollected that, by a special 
resolution of the House, a gentleman, then a del- 
egate from the Territory of Orleans (Mr. Daniel 
Clarke) was called upon to state his knowledge 
in relation to General Wilkinson’s former con- 
nexion with the Spanish Government. He did 
make a statement, which was sent by this House 
to the Executive, but never laid before the court 
of inquiry as a court of inquiry; it could not be, 
because it was not taken according to the rules 
of evidence prescribed in such cases. Mr. Clarke 
was summoned before the court of inquiry, but 
did not think proper to attend. It is well known 
also that certain other papers were submitted to 

1ith Con. 2d Srss.—55 
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the House by Mr. Clarke, which were read and 
printed, and are now in possession of the House ; 
and, as they are before us, it may not be improper 
to call the recollection of gentlemen to them. If 
the House went so far as to call upon any person 
for information on the subject, it was a partial 
inquiry. If we have not the power to inquire by 
a select committee, we have no power to inquire 
at all; and yet we have inquired partially into 
the subject. [Mr. P. read some of the documents 
heretofore submitted to Congress, making a few 
comments on them.] 

These papers, said he, are before the House and 
the nation—and I would ask whether, when we 
have this evidence staring us in the face, (which 
if true, makes Wilkinson a Spanish pensioner,) 
they will say we have no right to make the in- 


quiry ? Sir, it is due to the character of the Com- 


mander-in-Chief of our Army, as well as to our- 
selves, that the inquiry should be made. If Dan- 
iel Clarke is perjured and has told an untruth, let 
it be known to the world that what he has said is 
not true. Mr. Clarke wasina situation in which 
he could have known the fact, if it was true. If 
the facts stated by Mr. Clarke are true, General 
Wilkinson ought not to hold his commission an 
instant. And ifthe President was satisfied of the 
facts, and did not remove him, I would impeach 
him. If he was satisfied that an officer in the 
Army was a Spanish pensioner, and did not re- 
move him, he ought be impeached ; and in this 
opinion every one would join. The man who 
would suffer the President unnoticed to do’so, is 
unworthy a seat in this House. 

I have not been inattentive to the course of 
proceedings in this case since I have had a seat 
on this floor. So far asI have had access to 
papers, I have examined them with some atten- 
tion. It would be scarcely possible for me to hold 
a seat on this floor, under the idea that Congress 
could not inquire into this subject. Is this in- 
quiry to be instituted from suspicion merely ? 
Does it originate in personal enmity? I hope 
not. I have no acquaintance with the Comman- 
der-in-Chief; but it is impossible for me to remain 
on this floor and shut my eyes to the facts pre- 
sented to this House and to the nation respecting 
him. And, sir, shall we remain quiet and uncon- 
cerned, when many men do not hesitate to believe 
that this man has been a Spanish pensioner for 
many years, and he is still suffered to be Com- 
mander of our Army ? Ought he not to have an 
opportunity to wipe away these stains and these 
suspicions? This object cannot be accomplished 
by a court of inquiry composed of officers who 
are under his control. It will be no inquiry un- 
less instituted by this House and probed to the 
bottom. Ido hope therefore that those gentle- 
men who are opposed to this inquiry (for some it 
seems there are) will state their reasons. The 
Commander of your Army ought to be, like Ce- 
sar’s wife, not only pure, but unsuspected. 

This, sir, is not the business ofa day. Not 
only have facts been stated to this House, but 
they have gone abroad amongst the people, and 
their suspicions, like those of WasHiNneTON in his 
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day, are “ wide awake.” Even one of his own 
eon has stigmatized him as a traitor, liar, and 
scoundrel, and, when summoned to answer for 
his conduct, undertook to prove it before the court. 
He was sentenced to be suspended for one year 
and to lose his pay for that time, and it was re- 
commended by the court which sentenced him, 
that his punishment should be mitigated! What 
can be the situation of an army in which such 
allegations against the Commander-in-Chief are 
so slightly punished? The officer ought to have 
been cashiered if he had said that which was not 
true. If the Commander-in-Chief be suffered to 
remain in office when treated thus, your Army 
will not be worth astraw. What will the nation 
and the world think of it? We ought not to shut 
our eyes any longer on the subject; we cannot. 
We shall be guilty of a neglect of duty if we do. 
It is aduty we owe to the people that the inquiry 
should be instituted, that, if true, his guilt may 
be proclaimed—if false, that he may be reinstated 
in the confidence of the people. It is equally due 
to him as to the people that we should pass the 
resolution. 

Mr. Ruea said, as he had voted against consid- 
ering the resolution, and meant eventually to vote 
against its passage, he would state the reasons 
why he did so. As to the Duke of York and 
his mistresses, Mr. R. remarked, we have nothing 
to do with them. We have a Constitution in 
writing, by which we are to be guided. The 
proposition is true, that if the President thinks 
General Wilkinson a Spanish pensioner, and does 
not remove him, he ought to be impeached. But 
it unfortunately happens that it is a hypothetical 
proposition. Ifthe moon were to come in con- 
tact with the earth, we should have a dreadful 
crash indeed ; but all depends on if. I was wit- 
ness long ago toa discussion on this subject in the 
House of Representatives, I was then against 
doing anything in it, and was for leaving it to that 
tribunal in which the Constitution has placed it. 
There can be no object for which we can make 
the inquiry, unless for impeachment. If not to 
that end, we are spending time improperly. It 
is as to us, unless impeachment be in view, coram 
non judice. Impeachment is confined to civil 
officers; there is no power given to Congress 
to impeach a military officer. Until it be made 
appear that we have the power to impeach the 
Commander-in-Chief, I must continue to yote 
against the inquiry in every branch of it. 

‘The President will net be obliged to pay any 
sort of attention to what we may do in the case, 
because we are stepping out of our Constitutional 
pores and taking up business with which we 

ave nothing todo. A court of inquiry cannot 
admit testimony not legally taken—and do we 
not know that when Daniel Clarke was called 
before the court of inquiry, he refused to appear 
before that tribunal? There was an opportunity 
offered to his accusers, a Constitutional legal 
court, and they refused to appear. I shall there- 
fore vote against any ex parte investigations by 
this House. 

Mr. Houranp said he had no doubt that the 
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House could, in the exercise of its Constitutiona| 
functions, send for persons and papers, and tha; 
its orders would be obligatory. But, if the House 
had not cognizance of the conduct of the Com. 
mander-in-Chief, of what avail would be the or. 
ders of the committee in relation to him? Per. 
sons so disposed would pay no kind of respect 
the orders of the House, because the House has 
no power to proceed to try the issue on the case, 
It is not pretended, sir, (said Mr. H.) that we cap 
impeach this officer. But it has been said that 
this power of inquiry has been exercised by the 
House of Commons in many cases. Has this 
House ever attempted to impeach a military off. 
cer? No,I am told; but itis very common in 








England! Sir, when the gentleman attemptsto | 
show from precedent in other countries that we | 


have power, let him look at the Constitution, 
which points out a different course for our con- 
duct. The officers of the Army are to be tried 
for misconduct by the rules and articles of war; 
and it will be recollected that the President has 
Ere in the inquiry, and that officers have 
een appointed to hold it, It is said however, 
thatit wasa mere mock trial. If gentlemen have 
no confidence in the constituted authorities, it is 
no reason why they should violate the Constitu- 
tion by investigating a subject exclusively com- 
mitted to others. e inquiry was constitution- 
ally made. It was said, I recollect, that a court 
martial had not power to compel the attendance 
of any other than military men. It was proposed 
to remedy this defect, and make the law as broad 
as possible, so that this military court should have 
power to compel the attendance of witnesses, 
Gentlemen in favor of the inquiry (strange to 
tell!) oppose the bill. Whose fault then is it that 
a full inquiry was not made? As to the papers 
which have been read, they were equally as well 
known to WASHINGTON and Apams, as they are 
to us; and if blame could attach because General 
Wilkinson has not been removed, they are equally 
implicated in it. Itis sufficient for this House to 
exercise its own Constitutional powers. The mo- 
ment we step over them, we run into error. It 
is unfortunate that a disposition has been exhib- 
ited so often to step out of our powers, How can 
me wy General Wilkinson if we cannot punish 
im 
Mr. McKim said, he had voted against the con- 
sideration of the resolution, and should finally 
vote against it, under the impression that all 
the information which this House had received 
had been in the possession of General Wasi- 
inGTON, Congress, and the Heads of Depar'- 
ments, several years ago; that many sessions ol 
Congress had since taken place, in the course 
of which it had not been taken up or investigated. 
He had been, therefore, under the impression 
that Congress had not supposed the information 
to be of that kind which would warrant them in 
spending their time in considering the’ subject. 
M. M. said, he would be glad to know from the 
honorable gentleman from North Carolina, oF 
any other, whether any recent information ha 
been received, anything which was not already 
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known to Congress. If there was, he said, there 
was no man who would more readily than him- 
self go into the inquiry. This was a moment of too 
much importance for them to spend their time in 
fruitless inquiry,and that too without proper testi- 
mony. Unless some recent evidence had ap- 
peared, Mr. M. said, he should continue to vote 
against the resolution. 

Mr. Smiuie remarked that he certainly might 
honestly say that he entertained no prejudice for 
or against General Wilkinson ; but the first ques- 
tion to decide was, whether what was now pro- 
posed to be inquired into came properly within 
the scope of the powers vested in the House, I 
was surprised very much indeed, said Mr. 8., to 
heara gentleman so well informed as the gentle- 
man from Connecticut (Mr. Pirxin) quote to us 
the conduct of the British House of Commons ina 
somewhat analogous case. Surely, sir, that gen- 
tleman knows that the powers of the House of 
Commonsand this House are very different indeed. 
What is the situation of the House of Commons? 
If we look back as far only as the reign of the Tu- 
dors, we shall find the House of Commons searcely 
to possess any power but that of granting money 
to the Crown. Until the reign of James I., the 
House of Commons were in this feeble state. 
They then saw the danger the public liberty was 
in, and found it necessary to assume powers 
which they had never claimed before. They 
made claim after claim, and extorted power from 
the Crown, till the contest for power ended in a 
civil war, the Crown contending to preserve its 
prerogative, and the Commons to extend their 
oo and privileges. The truth is, that the 

ouse of Commons have extorted from the 
Crown the great powers which they now possess. 
They exercise such powers as they have acquired. 
But it will be remembered that the House of 
Commons is a Legislature possessing unlimited 
powers—powers over the constitution itself. Is 
that the case with this House? What are our 
powers? They are just such as the Constitution 
has conferred upon us, and no others. This is not 
the day to dispute whether the Constitution has 
vested in this House all powers necessary for 
the advantage and benefit of the community. 
This is neither the time nor place to decide that 
question. Weare to walk within the powers of 
the Constitution, and exercise no powers not 
vested by it. Let us look for our powers; for 
we are not to assume powers by construction. 
{Mr. Smitip quoted the Constitution for the enu- 
meration of the powers delegated.) These pow- 
ers, said he, we have aright toexercise; we have 
not a right to exercise any other. Now, sir, will 
any gentleman show me, amongst these powers, 
any such power as that now proposed to be exer- 
cised? It cannot be done. This then is a power 
not vested in us; it is vested in another depart- 
ment of the Government. 

As to all the papers which have been read, sir, 
we have heard them long ago; but I must con- 
fess it would require better testimony than that 
of Daniel Clarke to induce me to consent to 
convict any man. He was here upon the spot; 
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General Wilkinson was here ; a court of inquiry 
was‘appointed ; Mr. Clarke shrunk from the in- 
quiry. And as all these charges were exhibited 
to General WasuHincTon against Wilkinson, al- 
though I voted to consider the resolution, I shall 
vote against it. I am compelled to do so when I 
reflect on the oath I have taken. 

Mr. Tay or said, he could not commence his 
observations on this subject with the expression 
of the same sentiment as had fallen from the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. I will not say (vb- 
served he) that I havea prejudice on the subject, 
but I have formed a judgment, founded upon ecir- 
cumstances which have passed before me, and 
upon testimony which has come to my knowledge 
in and out of the House, most unfavorable to the 
character whose conduct it is proposed to inquire 
into. And, ifthe vote which I shall give on this 
subject did not in some measure seem to conflict 
with this sound impression, I should not trouble 
the House with any observations on this subject. 

I believe, sir, that the soundest and best mode 
by which we could come toacorrect conclusion 
on this subject would be neither to take books 
published, or affidavit, or newspaper publication, 
or say so, of that man or the other. It is our duty 
to inquire into the principle we adopt, if we pass 
the resolution. It is true that in Great Britain 
the House of Commons do take upon themselves 
to make such inquiries; but it is a course which 
I hope never will be adopted by the Government 
of this country—it is there adopted under the 
maxim that the King can dono wrong. The 
Executive, this House, the Senate, each has its 
appropriate orbit, and a high responsibility to the 
nation; and itis improper that this House should 
step in and assume the responsibility which the 
President of the United States owes to this 
House and to the nation. 

I have heard gentlemen in favor of this resolu- 
tion asked to put their finger on the letter of the 
Constitution by which we profess to act. I have 
not heard the request complied with. I have in- 
deed heard from the gentleman from Connecticut, 
what I would call begging the question, viz: that 
out of this resolution an impeachment of the 
President of the United States might grow. The 
object we profess to seek into is an inquiry into 
the conduct of Gen. Wilkinson. If the President 
of the United States has, in his responsible duty 
with respect to this officer, kept him in publie 
employment, when it would be infamy to coun- 
tenance him, why not in the resolution itself de- 
clare your object, and why go round about in 
this indireet mode to declare an object which 
does not appear on the face of it? 

Again, it has been said, that out of this inquiry 
might grow laws respecting the Military Estab- 
lishment; because, disliking the officer. if he was 
not removed, we might put down the office. This 
again is stepping in between the Executive of 
the United States and his duty, and throwing 
ourselves as it were as a shield between him and 
his responsibility, which this House is about to 
deprive him of. Who ever heard that upona 
law on a general subject the House sent from 
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one end of the continent to another for proof of a 
particular fact, which was to direct them in the 
general concern? These arguments will not bear 
examination. 

I will say, sir, that if there was a Constitu- 
tional power in this House of getting rid of this 
officer, I for one would most willingly get rid of 
him. He isa mill-stone about our necks; but I 
will not take upon myself the responsibility for 
his conduct. I know where the responsibility 
rests. The nation knows where it rests, and 
this surreptitious mode of taking measures for 
which we are not responsible, as in the law 
about which we talked a great deal yesterday— 
this erecting the House into a caucus for doing 
the best we can for the country, when the Con- 
stitutional organs choose to be silent or refuse 
to do their duty, is a dangerous principle, and 
goes upon the maxim that the King can do no 
wrong. I hold the President responsible for con- 
tinuing this man in office, and will not take upon 
m self his responsibility 

he gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Pirxin) 
has quoted the British Government. I can quote 
another instance about as parallel to our case as 
that which he has quoted—I allude to the corps 
of Janissaries at Constantinople, who, by leges 
acript@ or non scripte, by custom, (which it seems 
is to regulate all our proceedings,) do assume to 
themselves the power of asking the Grand Seig- 
nior to send to them the head of the Grand Vi- 
zier or Pacha who is hostile to them, and of en- 
forcing their demands. I will not take such prac- 
tice for my guide. The lawis before me; I have 
a responsibility from which I cannot shrink and 
answer to my constituents—and I wish that 
other departments should answer to the nation 
for their responsibility also. On this ground I 
am decidedly opposed to the resolution. 

Mr. Finp.ey said he had been astonished to 
hear the honorable member from Connecticut, 
(Mr. Pirxin,) whose well known accuracy he 
frequently admired, take the proceedings of the 
British House of Commons as a model, and their 
late proceeding with respect to the King’s son, 
the Duke of York, and commander-in-chief of 
the army, as a precedent applicable to this case. 
It is sufficient to say, that the powers of the House 
of Commons are not defined. Judge Blackstone 
says, they cannot or ought not to be defined. 
This undefined power is necessary to enable them 
to withstand the encroachments of the other two 
hereditary branches. It is well known that the 
powers of the House of Commons have been 
very different at different times. In the reign of 
the first Stuarts, they claimed the right of exam- 
ining grievances, that is tosay, af being the grand 
inquest of the nation, and of withholding public 
supplies until these were redressed. This was 
refused, and the Parliament frequently dissolved, 
until the contest between the Commons and the 
Crown produced a civil war, which for several 
years filled the three Kingdoms with blood and 
oppression. After the restoration, the House of 
Commons renewed their claims, and persevered, 
till, for along period, Parliaments were set aside by 


the last Stuarts, and not restored, but by a reyo. 
lution, by which the royal prerogative was great. 
ly limited. Since then, the Commons have grad. 
ually extended their powers, and the King hay. 
ing called upon them to exert their power jy 
support of the prerogative, in commencing and 
carrying on the American war, they have, at least 
since ee become by far the most essen. 
tial part of the Government. At which of these 
periods does the gentleman apply the proceedings 
of the House of Coed as a model for this 
House ? 

It is not denied that the Constitution has 
adopted some of the leading features of the Brit. 
ish form of government. Our Executive indeed 
has very little of those features, and our Senate, 
though not hereditary, has powers not possessed 
by the House of Peers; our Senate has the pow- 
er of altering, amending, or rejecting money 
bills, and of appropriating money ; the House of 
Peers has only the power of rejecting. This 
House, like the House of Commons, have the 
power of submitting articles of impeachment 
against civil officers; but the House of Con- 
mons has the awful power of originating bills of 
pains and penalties, and also bills of attainder, 
which go to life, liberty, and property, which 
happily this House has not. The House of Com- 
mons can bind the nation by a vote of credit to 
an unlimited amount, which this House cannot 
do. The power of the House of Commons ex- 
tends to every officer, tax, and abuse in the nation; 
the power of this House does not. It has no 

ower over the State governments, revenues, 
aws, or abuses, and they are the component parts 
of which the nation is composed. Therefore, 
though the House of Commons was in a proper 
sense the grand inquest of that nation—its powers 
with respect to subjects of its inquiry not being 
limited nor defined—yet this House can in no 
proper sense be called the grand inquest of the 
nation, its powers being limited to specified ob- 
jects, expressly defined. The undefined term, 
grand inquest, may be applied to anything and to 
everything. 

But the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Suer- 
Fey,) and others, as they can find no such power 
vested in the House by the, Constitution, have 
recourse to implication, incidental powers, &c. 
In answer to this, Mr. F, said, that he altogether 
denied and even protested against the doctrine 
of constructive or implied powers, especially in 
criminal prosecutions. When this method pre- 
vailed in England no man was safe. It was very 
convenient in the reign of Henry the Eighth and 
other tyrants, when to this doctrine the blood c! 
that nation was sacrificed, and it never could be 
of use to, or defined by, any but tyrants. 

When an express power is given, all the subor- 
dinate powers to carry it into effect were con- 
tained in the grant of the power itself; the pow- 
er to levy taxes contained the power of appoint- 
ing officers to collect them, to compel the officers 
to pay over the money, to punish them for delin- 
quency, &c. These naturally arose from, ° 
rather were component parts of, the general 
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ower; they were neither incidental, nor result- 
ing from doubtful implication. To this House, 
and every public body and court of justice, the 
power of securing themselves against contempt 
was incidental. It was not a power vested by 
the Constitution, but a power of self-defence, of 
which every man by the law of his nature was 
ossessed, and consequently every public body. 
But to Congress this was an incidental power, 
the exercise of which depended on incidental 
circumstances, over which Congress had no Con- 
stitutional control ; none of these applied to the 
question before the House. 

The House is invested with the exclusive pow- 
er of bringing articles of impeachment against 
all civil officers for treason or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors. For this purpose only is this 
House the grand inquest of the Federal Govern- 
ment. The Senate are the judges of the parties 
thus impeached. 

But, it was asked if Congress had no power to 
call before their bar, or the bar of their commit- 
tee, such a notorious offender as this officer is 
represented to be.” Mr. F’. said they had no such 
power. They could compel the attendance of 
their own members, but they could not compel 
the attendance even of a civil officer in order to 
impeachment. For this purpose, testimony was 
taken by affidavit in the absence of the party 
respecting whose conduct inquiry was made by 
the committee of the House, or by their commis- 
sioners ; the party accused was required to answer 
to the charges before the Senate, there he brought 
his witnesses, and there he cross-examined the 
witnesses brought againsthim. It isevident from 
the Constitution, that an officer of the Army or 
Navy is not impeachable. The resolution before 
the House is not calculated for impeachment, nor 
do the arguments of the gentleman profess it. 
What then is its object? If the Commons had 
found the Duke of York guilty, they might have 
brought a bill of attainder. This House cannot 
do so. 

The Constitution expressly declares, that no 
resolution or vote can have any obligation on the 
citizens until it is concurred in by the Senate and 
approved by the President. This resolution is 
not calculated nor advocated with this view, nor 
with a view to impeachment. What then is its 
object? Who will obey it when it is passed? 
Where is your sheriff or constable to compel 
obedience ? And under what law will your pro- 
cess be executed? Will this House assume the 
whole authority of Congress? If they do they 
can with propriety plead the example of the 
House of Commons about one hundred and fifty- 
five years ago. 

The Constitution has vested Congress with 
ample powers both to provide for the trial and 
punishment of the officer if he is guilty. Con- 
gress has power, and it is its duty, to prescribe 
rules for the government of the Army and Navy 
of the United States. If the existing rules are 
not competent to bring an offender to justice, it 
is the fault of Congress. When a similar reso- 
lution was submitted to a former Congress, it 
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was, as it ought to be, referred to the President, 
who directed a court of inquiry on the conduct 
of the officer preparatory to a court martial, if 
guilt could have been substantiated ; but testimo- 
ny could not be found. The gentlemen who sta- 
ted charges to the House, to which one of them 
took his oath, absolutely refused to appear before 
the court of inquiry as witnesses, because that 
court had no power to compel the attendance of 
witnesses. A bill was introduced providing for 
authorizing both courts of inquiry and courts 
martial to compel the attendance of witnesses. 
But this was opposed even by such as were the 
accusers of the officer, and lost, to his great re- 
gret, for he thought such a power absolutely ne- 
cessary ; he likewise thought the constitution of 
the court of inquiry and courts martial defective 
without that power. 

A member near him (Mr. Lyon) had assigned 
as a reason for changing his mind on that sub- 
ject, that the court of inquiry only whitewashed 
General Wilkinson. How did they whitewash 
him? When no testimony could be procured to 
prove him guilty, they acquitted him. Could 
they, as honest men, do otherwise? The honor- 
able member from Maryland, (Mr. Key,) though 
he had treated the officer’s character pretty free- 
ly, yet.candidly stated, that the court of inquiry 
had not testimony, and that they could not act 
on such as had been offered to the House, because 
of the informal manner in which it had been 
taken. The charges stated at that time related 
to old affairs, that had been inquired into both by 
President WasuiNneTon and President Apams, to 
their own satisfaction. In 1793 or 1794, General 
Wilkinson sent charges against General Wayne 
to the War Office, accompanied with his resigna- 
tion, if a speedy trial was not directed. Mr. F. 
said on that occasion he asked the Secretary of 
War if the resignation was accepted. He an- 
swered that it was not; that the President had 
directed him to write to the Generals, in order to 
reconcile them to act together until the close of 
that Indian war, which would probably not be 
long, and then they would get a trial. That 
trial, however, was prevented by the death of 
General Wayne on his return from receiving the 
forts from the British. On this occasion the 
Army was reduced toa brigadier’s command, and 
General Wilkinson appointed to that command. 
If President Wasuineron had thought proper, 
two very good opportunities offered to get quit of 
the General without any trial; the one was 
when he sent in his resignation, the other was 
when the Army was reduced and new modelled. 
He took advantage of neither of these. 

Though the gentlemen who supported the res- 
olution did not agree with him in believing that 
we had no authority from the Constitution to act 
in this manner, yet they must all agree that it is 
extraordinary ; that there is no precedent for it 
in the administration of our own Government; 
and that if it can be justified, it is only by the 
necessity of the case. He would ask wherein 
does that necessity exist. The officer in ques- 
tion, after having been about five years second in 
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command, has been about thirteen years com- 
mander-in-chief, under the administration of 


three Presidents, and a short time of the fourth ; 
but was last Fall superseded in that command, 
and, as soon as his successor arrived, actually re- 
moved from it, and is now, it is believed, on his 
way to this pee to undergo an examination. 
What, therefore, is the danger at present, when 
he is in no trust? If there is pressing danger 
now, was there not as much early in the session, 
when there was no time to attend to it? 

But there are other and more recent charges of 
criminality. His conduct at New Orleans to 
Burr’s associates, and his being a bankrupt and in 
debt, have been much dwelt upon by the gentle- 
man from Maryland, and the gentleman from 
Virginia. Is it really necessary that the House 
of Representatives should take the cognizance 
of false banptnenan and of bankruptcy, and 
debt, into 1 
justice ? Are our courts all corrupt or incapable 
for the discharge of the duties assigned them ? 
Is there neither virtue nor talents in po Depart- 
ment but this House? Are they all whitewash- 
ers of criminals? With respect to this officer’s 
conduct towards Burr’s friends, Mr. F. said, he 
understood it had ahready been examined before 
a court of competent jurisdiction, where it was 
investigated by a grand jury, who had no disposi- 
tion to whitewashing, and who found no bill. 
He would assure the gentleman from Maryland, 
that a great proportion of the citizens, as wellas 
the court, had a different opinion on that subject, 
and that he believed no man could be tried the 
second time for the same offence, though he also 
believed the parties said to be injured might still 
have apn opportunity of an action to recover dam- 
ages, but not beforethis House. With respect to 
the causes of the dreadful mortality of the Army, 
it was a very proper subject of inquiry before the 
House, and as such had been already referred to 
a committee of inquiry. No member, he be- 
lieved, had more cause to regret that mortality 
than himself. He had early disapproved of send- 
ing the new levies to be seasoned at so sickly a 


lace; but, whether they were so disposed of 
rom necessity, or by she orders of the President, | 
i 


or of the General himself. or whether the un- 
common degree of mortality was promoted by 
other causes, can only be known by an accurate 
inquiry. Whether the result of that inquiry at- 
tached guilt to the General, or to any other quar- 
ter, will be known by the report of the committee, 
which will at least teach Government, by suita- 
ble arrangements, to provide against such a ca- 
tastrophe in timeto come. For instituting such 
an inquiry this House has an explicit example in 
the appointment of a committee to inquire into 
the causes of the failure of the expedition com- 
manded by General St. Clair. 

Mr, F. said he had the honor of being a mem- 
ber of that committee which sat during two suc- 
cessive sessions. They discovered many causes 
that contributed powerfully to that failure, but 
not one of them applied against the General, but 
otherwise. The inquiry was of great service, 
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however, in raising, modelling, and dissecting a 
new army, and in making contracts, &e. Sey. 
eral were found to Blame. The contractor had 
failed to furnish provisions even on the march to 


the rendezvous; the Army were on short allow. | — 


ance on their march to ‘where the defeat hap. 
pened; the rendezvous was delayed beyond a|| 
expectation for want of boats, provisions, &c,; 
the cannon, carriages, ropes, &c., were to be made 
before they could march, and the gunpowder, 
having been impure, lost its strength so much as 
to carry the ball but a very little distance from 
the gun. The Indians were collected from a 
much greater distance, and in vastly greater num- 
bers than had been anticipated, and before they 
unexpectedly began the attack a regiment had 
been detached to escort provisions to the starving 
army. Congress availed themselves of the in- 
formation so as to provide against such misfor- 
tunes for the future, but took no notice of the 
parties that were to blame, but left them to the 
due course of the law. As no blame was at- 
tached to the commander, a military court of in- 
quiry,or court martial, were not pecessary. 

Mr. F. wished not to be understood as vindica- 
ting General. Wilkinson, or wishing to protect 
him from trial or punishment; very far from it. 
He wished for the most thorough trial ; this was 
necessary for the officer himself as well as for 
the public. The charges were of different kinds 
and cognizable before different tribunals. If the 
military tribunals were not clothed with compe- 
tent powers, it was the fault of Congress, and 
their duty, without delay, to provide the remedy; 
but it was not the duty of this House alone to 
assume to themselves the jurisdiction of both 
civil and military courts. If, however, it was 
decided that this House would proceed to the 
trial, he designed not to disqualify himself from 
sitting in judgment, by prejudging the case on 
that floor ; therefore, he had refrained from either 
speaking good or bad of the officer. The genile- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Key,) and the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Suerrey,) have cer- 
tainly disqualified themselves from sitting in 
judgment on the officer, by having voluntarily 
and with great ability become his public accu- 
sers. Indeed this character has rather been over 
acted, for it is not known what connexion the 
officer, being a debtor and a bankrupt, has with 
either civil or military crimes. That he was in- 
debted to Government last year appeared on rec- 
ord, but no record of his bankruptcy has been 
produced, nor has this House anything to do with 
it. 

By assuming the jurisdiction of courts, either 
civil or military, this House degrades its legisla- 
tive character. No doubt the gentlemen who 
advocate the adoption of the resolution have 
carefully perused the celebrated Montesquieus 
“Spirit of Laws.” If they have, they know how 
powerfully that great author demonstrates the 
absurdity of the Legislature sitting in judgment 
on offenders against their own laws, even in an 
absolute monarchy, where the King is the Legis 
lature, and much more so in Republics, where 
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competent powers, if they have them not already, 
and let them not be influenced by the decisions 
of this House. The officer possesses no danger- 
ous popularity; he is not now at the head of an 
army. 

Mr. Saerrey hoped the resolution would be 
adopted without a dissenting voice; for inquiry, 
in a free country, how and in what manner its 
affairs had been conducted, could never be pro- 
ductive of injury. No virtuous and no honest 
man could fear inquiry before impartial men del- 
egated by the people, who can have no interest to 
serve in proving a man to be corrupt and dishon- 
est. On the question whether it was proper, if 
they have the right, to inquire, Mr. 8S. asked, 
who, after the evidence presented and the docu- 
ments in possession of the House, could doubt 
that General Wilkinson for a series of years has 
been in the pay of Spain? For what? For his 
aid in the attempt to detach a portion of this 
country from us, and bring it under the dominion 
of Spain. Sir, said Mr. 8., will you be able to 
persuade the yeomanry of this country that a 
man who has thus acted, under a bribe, to sepa- 
rate the Western country, and place it under the 
dominion of a foreign Power, ought to be con- 
tinued Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the 
United States? Whatever others may say, the 
honest farmer and planter will tell you that he 
ought not to be confided in. Who could have 
read the testimony given on Burr’s trial, even the 
testimony of Wilkinson himself, and not be im- 
pressed with a certainty, amounting almost to 
conviction, that he was then again in pursuit of 
his former project to detach the Western coun- 
try from the Union; that he was again in pur- 
suit of the aggrandizement of himself? I ask 
any one who read that testimony with the scru- 
tinizing eye he ought, whether he does not enter- 
tain that opinion? Where is the friend to our 
country, Constitution, and civil liberty, who can 
patronise the conduct of General Wilkinson at 
New Orleans? Ata time when, bya vote near- 
ly unanimous, you decided that you would not 
suspend the habeas corpus act, the transactions 
which took place at New Orleans proved that 
even the mandates of a Brigadier General were 
superior to the authority of the United States. 
tice ; one hundred and forty judges are too nu- | You prohibit the suspension of the hubeas cor- 
merous a bench for judicial investigation and | pus; the General disregards your interdictions 
impartial decision. The public are in the habit | and in the teeth of them arbitrarily seizes an 
of thinking that we are influenced by party spirit | holds the persons of the citizens. I may be an- 
even in legislation ; they will readily carry that | swered that these men were traitors. I affirm 
manner of thinking to our judiciary decisions, that they ought not so to be considered; and I 
especially as we are under no oath, and have no | found the assertion on this plain maxim of the 
responsibility for such decision. common law, that he who is not proved is not to 

Mr. F. assured the Committee that he did not | be presumed guilty. When was it made to ap- 
oppose the resolution on the account of the officer, | pear that they were guilty? They were brought 
for whom he had no partiality, but to support the | to the Atlantic States; their shackles fell, and 
principles of thé Constitution, and the honor of | they were permitted to return to their homes; 
the House of Representatives, and to prevent a | aad they had redress, as has been observed, in 
dangerous precedent being set to future timés, | the option of commencing a suit against a bank- 
when party spirit may be so high as to make its | rupt General. There is no greater danger to civil 
victims of the best characters, as has frequently | liberty than in a time like that alluded to, when 
heretofore been done even by a British House of | the public mind is ina ferment. Gentlemen talk 
Commons. Let the courts be furnished with | of the despotism or corruption of Great Britain; 


tinct branches is among the first principles of the 
Government. He was no stranger to the pro- 
pensity of the most numerous public bodies to 
encroach on the powers vested in the other 
branches. He had gone to school to study that 
subject not much short of thirty years ago. Un- 
der a former constitution of Pennsylvania, the 
Legislature consisted of a numeroussingle branch, 
on which the Executive had no check for the 
protection of itself or the judiciary; but to sup- 
ply that defect a Council of Censors was pre- 
scribed, to be elected at stated periods, to examine 
the deviations from the Constitution. He had 
himself the honor of being a member of that 
body, and. on mature examination, it was found 
that the Legislature, considering themselves as 
the grand inquest of the nation, a term not found 
in their own nor in the Federal Constitution, 
they had assumed the power of deciding both on 
Judicial and Executive business. Whom they 
would, they condemned; and whom they would, 
they justified. But after the Council of Cen- 
sors had investigated and exposed those depart- 
ures from Constitutional principles, such as they 
had condemned as public defaulters were restored 
to confidence, and found to be public creditors by 
a court and impartial jury; and such as they 
had previously justified, considered it as no legal 
justification until they had it legally approved by 
a court and jury; and this will always be the 
result of the exercise of powers unconstitution- 
ally assumed. It will dishonor the body who 
has acted in this manner. 

If the charges contained in the pamphlet al- 
luded to by the mover, and alleged on this floor 
by others, are proved, a court martial, even with 
the powers they possess, cannot fail to convict 
and to punish. This House may investigate and 
resolve, but they can neither convict nor punish. 
The General at present is not popular with the 
Army nor the country, and was very properly 
removed from the command, even on the ground 
of want of confidence; but if this House step 
out of their way, and throw their weight against 
him to crush him, it will appear to be a persecu- 
tion, and attract public sympathy. This House 
is not calculated nor designed for a court of jus- 
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but an act of this kind would have inundated 
that country in blood—would have driven from 
their seats the most powerful Ministry. I recol- 
lect a case in that country in which military offi- 
cers, on some pretence or other, refused to pay 
attention to a writ from the civil power. They 
were at last obliged to come into court and sub- 
mit. The Chief Justice directed their apolog 
or submission to be recorded, with the rank 
that it should stand “ as a memorial to the pres- 
ent and future ages, that whoever set themselves 
above the law will in the end find themselves 
mistaken.” 

Will gentlemen say that we have not sufficient 
cause to proceed.on? I had not at that timea 
seat on this floor, but I recollect that an inquiry 
was instituted into the conduct of a judge, on the 
assertion of a member that he had cause to be- 
lieve this person had been guilty of malversation 
in office. Are the facts before the public not suf- 
ficient to convince the minds of members on this 
subject? If the passage of the resolution de- 
pended on the question whether there was cause 
to suspect, there would not be a dissenting voice. 

But it is said we have not the power to make 
the inquiry. If this argument were conclusive, 
{ should master my feelings; I should get over 
gratifying my zeal for the rights of my country, 
if this was holy ground, on which we cannot 
tread. But, sir, how inconsistent are the argu- 
ments on this subject! I recollect very well the 
arguments uttered in favor of implied and inci- 
dental powers with respect to treaty-making. If 

entlemen confine their power to the express 
Peter of the Constitution, where will they find 
authority for the expense incurred in 1801, in the 
investigation of the expenditures of the preceding 
Administration? The Administration by whom 
the expenditures were authorized had gone out 
of office. I repeat it, that there isno power ex- 
poser granted to inquire into the conduct of a 

ormer Administration. It was not a necessary 

appendage to the power of impeachment ; but it 
is a power incidental to our other powers. The 
true construction of the powers of this House io 
respect io investigation, other than for. the pur- 
pose of impeachment, is this: We have, lst. The 
power to inquire to inform ourselves and the na- 
tion; and 2d, The power to inquire with a view 
to future legislation. What are we? Legisla- 
tors, pemeses the sovereign power, and draw- 
ing from the people the money to support the 
Government. Being thus constituted, represent- 
ing the people, and drawing from them the means 
of keeping up our establishments, have not the 
people a right to know not only how it is distrib- 
uted, but to whom? Is it republican doctrine 
that the people should not know how thair money 
is distributed? You may as well say they have 
not a right to know how it is expended, as to re- 
fuse to inform them to whom itisgiven. I coa- 
sider it a right of c:his House, and of the people, 
to know how their money is expended, and to 
whow it is given. 

To what does the doctrine of those who op- 
pose this construction lead? It matters not what 
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corruption exists ; if the officers and soldiers of 
the Army were all corrupted, were. all traitors 
we must sit here with our hands tied. We ma 

have evidence the most conclusive ; but we haye 
nothing to do with it; gentlemen meet you wit) 
an objection that the power to investigate is no; 
in our hands. We may be betrayed by the Army, 
and have not, it seems, the means of developing 
the treason to ourselves and our constituents! ~ 

We have a right to inquire with a view to 
future legislation. The military system, in re- 
gard to which the framers of the Constitution 
were extremely tenacious, is to pass in review 
before us every two years. We can say there 
shall not a brigadier general or a soldier exist, 
For what purpose was this power vested in us? 
For one of. the purposes comprised in the resolu- 
tion before us. If we see corruption stalking 
abroad, the Army or its officers devoted to a for. 
eign Government, the enemies of their country; 
if we saw those hirelings attempting by plotting 
to humble the liberties of their country, what 
honest man would refuse to inquire into it? But 
our hands are tied, we are told; we are mana- 
cled, shackled, and cannot inquire whether it is 
proper to make an appropriation or not. If the 
right to make or refuse appropriations be given, 
the right to do it properly, honestly, and consist- 
ently, must necessarily follow, and of course the 
power to acquire information in relation thereto. 

Let me repeat my idea. Suppose that the ap- 
propriation bill for the Military Establishment 
comes before us, our Army consisting of fifty 
thousand men ; that there is evidence that every 
general officer is in the pay of a foreign country; 
that we are on the brink of a war with that coun- 
try ; what would you do in a case of that kind? 
Would you not turn your eyes to the fact, to as- 
certain whether you would support an army for 
the purpose of cutting your own throats? If you 
have not the power to do it, deplorable is your 
case, and the situation of the country! In a case 
of that kind, if there be any evidence which 
would warrant an inquiry, our duty to the public 
would require us to scrutinize the conduct of 
every person suspected, and of the Army in gen- 
eral; and if it was the corrupt body which it 
was alleged to be. we must refuse appropriations, 
and it would dissolve of course. 

But, sir, we have a right to inquire, as iuciden- 
tal to the impeaching power. We may go at it 
directly or indirectly. Would it be proper to 
make an inquiry into the conduct of the Presi- 
dent in keeping Wilkinson in office before we 
know that Wilkinson is corrupt? You must 
first know that the man whom he keeps in office 
is corrupt, before you make an inquiry into his 
conduct in so doing. When the facts are com- 
pletely before you, you will be better able to de- 
termine what ulterior measures are necessary. 

It has been said that a reference to the British 
constitution on this occasion does not prove any- 
thing. In my opinion it proves much. I recol- 
lect to have read, during the discussion of the 
question how far the House of Representatives 
had Constitutional power over treaties, a very 
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able speech of the present Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in which he compared the power of the 


House of Commons with that of the House of | be in many instances. 
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which itself might be infected with corruption ? 
I do not say this is now the case; but it might 
It is very probable and 


Representatives. He attempted to prove, and | natural that no attempt will ever be made by a 


did prove to my satisfaction, that although the 
treaty-making power was completely with the | 
King, yet, such was the nature of the Govern- 
ment, that although the House of Commons had | 
nothing to do with framing the treaty, they could 
indirectly control it; that they had a right to 
question or discuss the propriety of any treaty 
which called upon them for an appropriation to | 
carry it into effect. This argument is a good one | 
in support of our power. We cannot go too far | 
in claiming powers residing in the English House 
of Commons, because we know that there isa 
greater power here than there is in the House of 
Commons in England. The great power is grant- 
ed to us, which there exclusively belongs to the 
King, of declaring war; and in this respect our 
powee is much greater than that of the British | 
ouse of Commons. 

These principles grow out of the nature of our 
Government? Why in the House of Commons | 
do they ever investigate or inquire? With a 
view to impeach ; to inform themselves and the 
nation correctly ; and witha view to future legis- 
lation. Is it less proper that we should freely in- 
quire ?,_ Are we less bound to inform our con- 
stituents of the characters of men in office? 
Every gentleman will answer that, as we are 
more immediately the representatives of the peo- 
ple, this power is more necessary here than there, | 
and not more proper to be exercised there than 
here. The House of Commons have a right to | 
withhold appropriations of money, and inquire to 
prevent improper applications of it. How can 
you remedy a defect before you know it? How | 
interpose a remedy applicable to the state of the | 
Army of the United States, without having be- | 
fore you all the facts relating to it? Have you | 
not a right to inquire whether the Army is an | 
efficient defence or not? The right of the House 
of Commons is unlimited as to impeachment; 
but er do not always inquire with a view to | 





impeachment; they inquire because it is their 
duty to inquire, and bottom their ulterior pro- 
ceedings on facts. We can go as far in inquiry; 
if we cannot impeach a military officer, it does 
not prevent us from inquiring into his conduct. 
As to our authority there can be no doubt. As 
to facts, it has not been contended that they do 
not authorize the inquiry. The nation has been 
looking for years for an inquiry ; the nation ought 
to be satisfied. They want not the inquiry of 
two or three subordinate officers, of persons who 
might be implicated in some of the very crimes 
laid to the charge of the Commander-in-Chief. 
This mockery of justice the people are tired of. 
It has been said that an inquiry has been institu- 
ted, and that General Wilkinson escaped disap- 
robation. I wonder notatit,sir. No man who | 
as any sense of honor or probity would pros- 
trate himself by becoming an accuser or witness | 
ina court like that. Shall we yield up the great | 
powers given to us to a petty military tribunal 





| and to the individual. 


Commander-in-Chief toemploy the arms of the 
nation against itself, unless corruption had ex- 


| tended further thau himself. 


Sir, it is our duty ts make this inquiry. The 
public money is expended on these establish- 
ments; the labor of the nation supports them. 
We extract money from the pockets of the peo- 
ple to appropriate to these purposes, and it is 
proper to ascertain that those who reap the earn- 
ings of the people are worthy of the public con- 
fidence. 

Mr. Biss rose to move an indefinite postpone- 
ment of the resolution, not, however, for the rea- 
sons which had induced others to oppose it. He 
believed that the House had the power to make 
the inquiry. Having the power to raise and sup- 
port armies, he inferred the power to adopt what 
means they thought necessary to collect informa- 
tion on which to act. Now if General Wilkin- 
son was, as he believed him to be, unfit for the 
station he occupies, if he had forfeited all claim 
(if indeed he ever had any claim) to the confi- 
dence of the people, it is in the power of the 
House to abolish his office; and hence the power 
to inquire into the propriety of doing so. 

It is however now near the close of the session, 
and every one must be convinced, from the course 
which this debate has taken, that it will be im- 
possible to conclude the investigation at this ses- 
sion. Another reason for postponement is, that 
information has been given to a committee of this 
House that General Wilkinson has been ordered 
on here, and I believe for the purpose of making 
an ey into his conduct. Therefore, as the 
time is short,as General Wilkinson is coming 
here, and I believe another department will make 
this inquiry, I move an indefinite postponement 
of the resolution. 

Mr. Pearson said he was glad to find that the 
gentleman was of the same opinion with him- 
self, and many others, as to the power vested in 
the House to inquire into the public conduct of 
the officer. This was a subject, Mr. P. said, 
which had presented itself to his consideration 
early in the present session. He had been un- 
willing, he confessed, to be the mover of this res- 
olution, supposing that other gentlemen would 
do it more justice. He had brought forward the 
resolution, when he did, under the idea that Gen- 
eral Wilkinson would have arrived at this place 
before this time. It appeared now very probable 
that he would not arrive during the present ses- 
sion ; and that, if he did come, it would be at so 
late a period that no investigation could take 
place after bis arrival. This House had the 
power to investigate his conduct; a committee 


| appointed by this House would be the proper and 


only effectual organ to do justice to this House 
Mr. P. said he was solici- 
tous that this important inquiry should be coms 
menced ; and if it could not be concluded during 
the session, that, the importance of the subject 
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requiring it, the committee should be instructed | fallacy of those charges. A gentleman (Mr, 
to sit during the recess, or that Congress would | Smitie) however, had said that the testimony of 
at their next session early resume the considera- | Daniel Clarke had no weight on his mind. “He 
tion of it. If the resolution had been brought for- | (Mr. Pearson) knew that some gentlemen fe); 
ward at an earlier day, he should doubtless have | prejudices against Mr. Clarke, but he did not 
been told that the Commander-in-Chief was ex- | believe that Se stood in sucha point of view that 
ected here, and that the inquiry should be de- | he was not entitled to full credit in a court of 
ayed till his arrival. Many gentlemen seemed | justice; and if a man deposed to a fact, supported 
to think that the House had not the power of in- | by irresistible circumstances, if his character was 
vestigation. Noman, Mr. P. believed, had stated | black as midnight he would be entitled to credit, 
it as his opinion that the charges had no founda- | As far as he understood it, the evidence Mr, 
tion; and a strong presumption arose that those | Clarke had lately given to the public had corrob. 
charges were not merely chimeras of the brain. | orated every fact which he had borne witness to, 
A very little reasoning, Mr. P. remarked, would | Mr. P. concluded by saying that he hoped that 
convince any gentleman that the House had | gentlemen would not find an apology in the late. 
authority to make such an inquiry; but they |-ness of the session for shrinking from an invesii- 
Were not even without a precedent in this case. | gation, but thatthe resolution would be agreed to, 
It would be recollected that in 1793 a committee | Mr. Lyon said that when thissubject had been 
was appointed by the then Congress to investi- | before the House two years ago, the then Presi- 
gate the causes of the failure of the expedition | dent of the United States had told him that an 
under the command of General St. Clair. If | inquiry into the conduct of General Wilkinson 
they had power to inquire into the failure of a | had been ordered, and had spoken in such a man- 
military expedition, had they not the same power | ner as to induce him to believe that th’s inquiry 
to inquire into the conduct of the Commander-in- | would answer the object he had in view. Mr. 
Chief; because the failure might have proceeded | L. said he had upon this information declared his 
from treachery or corruption? The power which | aversion to go any further in the resolution which 
Congress then exercised had not then been ques- | was proposed somewhat similar to this. He was 
tioned; and Congress had at this session recog- | now convinced that the inquiry then made had 
nised the principle, and had appointed a commit- | answered no purpose in satisfying the nation, and 
tee to investigate the state of the Army and the | no other than a temporary whitewashing of the 
causes which led toit. Would they nottake into | man. The nation (said Mr. L.) is now as dis- 
consideration the agency of the Commander-in- | satisfied as they were at first. I wish to do noth- 
Chief in producing that state—and if they could | ing to prevent the inquiry. I was not then nor 
touch upon his sacred character at all, could they | am I now of opinion that we have not the power 
not touch upon it entirely? As to precedent, | to make the inquiry. I would cut the rightarm 
they were not without it; and as to the existence | off my body before I would surrender my right to 
of grounds of suspicion, it was not questioned. inquire into any impropriety committed by that 
It was said however that all the facts had been | man. I never will giveupthat right. The gen- 
known to Washington and Adams. This could | tleman talks about the President’s responsibility. 
not not be correct. It was true indeed that some | If the President continuesa corrupt man in office 
intimations might have been given of the con- | for years, where in the end is his responsibility? 
duct of this officer, but they were not made in| To whom is he responsible? To the nation; 
such a direct way as to authorize the inquiry. | and through this House he must be called to ac- 
But, admitting that they were, did it follow, be- | count if he does not do his duty. This inquiry 
cause these high officers had not done their duty, | is to ascertain whether the President has done 
that the House should follow their example ? his duty or not, and we must impeach him if he 
Was Burr’s conspiracy, in which Wilkinson was | has not. This resolution goes to the responsibility 
charged with being concerned, known to Wash- | of the President, and will lead to his punishment 
ington and Adams? It did not exist. Was the | if it be found that he has acted improperly. 
charge of the receipt of money from Spain since | Mr. Macon said it was true that according to 
1791 known ‘to them? Were the ten thousand | the Constitution no military officer was impeaci- 
dollars said to be received by General Wilkinson | able, but it did not follow that the House bad no 
in 1794 known of? They were not. Was the | right to inquire into the state of the Army or the 
secret mission said to have been sent to Mexico, | conduct of the Commander-in-Chief ; for if they 
immediately after the Spanish troops were with- | had the right to inquire into the causes of the 
drawn, known to them? No, Mr. P. said, they | mortality at New Orleans, they had an equally 
could not have been known. Had the public | strong right to inquire into the conduct of the 
mind ever been so much agitated aboutitas at pres- | Commander-in-Chief, because the right to inqu't? 
- ent? Unquestionably not; and it was a duty | into the state of the whole Army unquestionably 
which the House owed to themselves, to the | gave the right to inquire into the conduct of the 
honor of the nation, and to the character who | individuals composing it. If we cannot inquire 
was charged, that if they went into it they should | into the state of the Army, it follows that the 
go to the very bottom; that they should have no | Army belongs to the President and not to the na- 
more farcical trials; that they should do justice | tion. It follows that we can do nothing with 
to the individual and to the country. Mr. P 
said he did not give an opinion as to the truth or 
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The President of the United States is Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the land and naval forces, 
when called into actual service. Compare the 
present state of things with that before the adop- 
tion of the Constitution. During the Revolu- 
tionary war, and for some time afterwards, Gen- 
eral Washington was Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army. At that time the Old Congress alone had 
a right to remove officers; they possessed the 
power to inquire into the conduct of any officer or 
department. When the new Government was or- 

anized, the officers, instead of being appointed 
5 Congress, were to be appointed by the nomi- 
nation of the President and approbation of the 
Senate. It is certainly true that the power of in- 
quiry is not expressly given, but it is taken by 
implication. It might have been doubted, as the 
Old Congress had the power of appointing and 
removing officers, and as this power is transferred 
to the President and Senate, whether the power 
of inquiry is not referred to the President and 
Senate; but it is well understood that the con- 
struction has been given to it which the Consti- 
tution intended. The President, as Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army, except the right to appoint 
and dismiss subordinate officers, stands precisely 
as WasnincTon did during the Revolutionary 
war, and his conduct is equally liable to investi- 
gation. If Congress had the right of inquiry 
then, the same construction would give them 
the right now. Is there any express provision 
of the Constitution authorizing you to inquire 
into the waste of money, or any other abuse, 
unless for the purpose of impeachment? Have 
you not the same right to inquire into the abuses 
of the Army, or the evils which exist there, as to 
inquire into affairs of the Post Office Department ? 
Nothing can be more clear. Suppose a case 
which has been heretofore stated; that the Presi- 
dent of the United States and Commander-in- 
Chief should unite, and that, deeming it proper, 
you should institute an inquiry into the conduct 
of the latter, and the President should shield him 
by erecting a court of inquiry of his own crea- 
tures—must you stay here inactive or be turned 
out of your seats before the people can be noti- 
fied of their danger? In what part of the Con- 
stitution, I ask gentlemen, is it that a special 
Pe is given to inquire into abuse of any kind ? 
s there any power expressly given to inquire into 
the cases of the mortality at New Orleans? No, 
sir; nor is there a power given to hang a man 
for robbing the mail; but the fair construction of 
the power to establish a Post Office has given us 
all powers necessary to carry it into effect. The 
power to raise and support armies is also given; 
and with it the incidental power to inquire into 
all the conduct of the Army. Nay, sir, I hold 
that, if the Commander-in-Chief is guilty of any 
misconduct or offence not punishable by a court 
martial, complaint may be made to Congress of 
it. From this construction no evil can result; 
on the contrary the benefit will result of putting 
the officer more on his guard. 

_In the case of St. Clair, it is true, the resolu- 
tion for inquiry was general! ; but was ita mere in- 
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quiry, from which nothing was to originate? If 
so, it was perfectly useless. What must have 
been the fair object of the inquiry? ‘To ascer- 
tain where the blame belonged. Where did the 
blame fall? On the Secretary of War, for the 
want of ammunition, or on the General, for want 
of skill. The object was to ascertain on whom 
it lay. I recollect it was the opinion then in pri- 
vate circles that if it appeared the Secretary of 
War was blameable, he wascertainly impeachable ; 
and if the General was inculpated, and the Presi- 
dent was not supposed to be in possession of the 
facts, that it would not be uncivil to send the 
report and paper to him that he might know the 
facts. 

If there ever was a time when such an inquiry 
as is proposed was proper, it has existed for two 
or three years past. Without saying anything of 
his criminality, is not General Wilkinson sus- 
pected of having been in Spanish pay? Let 
what will happen, can you expect, under suspi- 
cions of this kind, that the honest men of this na- 
tion will serve underthatman? Canany reason- 
able man believe it? As to the point whether 
General Wilkinson be guilty or not, if the man 
be innocent, that innocence ought to be made ap- 
pear; and, if guilty, he ought not to command 
our army. Ihave lately had sent to me from the 
Mississippi Territory a pamphlet containing, as it 
states, the defence of a Captain Scott before a 
court martial,.where he was arraigned for saying 
that of the Commander-in-Chief which I should 
think any man of feeling would as lief have his 
head cut off as hear said of himself; and what 
was the result? The person who was accused 
was not broke, but merely suspended for twelve 
months. If you have any army you should have 
men to command it who are not only spotless but 
unsuspected. Let parties dispute as much as they 
please, there will always be men in each party 
who are believed morally honest, of whom it will 
be said that they are attached to their country, 
that they have no foreign connexion. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief ought to be such a character 
that no man in the nation will feel any hesita- 
tion at being commanded by him. If we have 
not, if you reckon that the people of the country 
will voluntarily turn out, except their own neigh- 
borhood be invaded, you will reckon without 
your host. 

If the doctrine be true, that you cannot inquire 
into the conduct of the Commander-in-Chief, in 
what situation do you place yourselves as to the 
Navy, whose scene of action must be.out of the 
limits of the United States, where the individual 
has it much more in his power to oppress against 
law, and if he chooses, to be corrupted by a for- 
eign Government? Every man living has his 
favorites,and there are some that get to be the fa- 
vorites of almost everybody. Letthe Commander- 
in-Chief so work himself into the good graces of 
the President as that he cannot "believe the man 
guilty, and he cannot bring himself to the point 
of ordering an inquiry, because the very orderin 
it will show his suspicion of the person involved 

Then, sir, if you take up the doctrine that the 
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President alone should inquire, you will find the 
necessity and propriety of Congress having the 
power to inquire; for itis hardly possible that the 
same person who had entwined himself round 
the feelings of an upright man, should be as much 
a favorite of Congress. According to gentle- 
men’s admissions, you may inquire into minor 
points, as whether the Commander-in-Chief re- 
ceives too much pay, &c. If you cannot inquire 
further, the army is the army of the President 
and not of thenation. If this be true, all we have 
heretofore done as to inquiry is usurpation. We 
can give good gifts, it seems, but cannot inquire 
into the character or conduct of those who re- 
ceive them. 

I hope the resolution will pass, late in the ses- 
sion as itis. I hope it will be adopted, if it be 
only to fix this important principle: that we can 
investigate. If it were the last day of the session 
I would seal the resolution with my vote. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania must recol- 
lect that it was with great difficulty we got an 
inquiry in 1792 or 1793. I considered an impor- 
tant point to be gained two years ago, when the 
House sent papers.on this subject to the President, 
thus intimating their desire of an inquiry; and, 
when we adopt this resolution, it seems to me we 
shall have finished the work. If yousay you cannot 
inquire in this way, you make armies ten times 
as dangerous as they were before. Suppose that 
the Commander-in-Chief was about to erect him- 
self into a despot—would you say that we should 
sit still here and not inquire? Suppose you 
knew that he was corrupting the Army in order 
to get a throne—would you sit here inactive? If 
we did, sir, we should deserve the chains he was 
forging for us. 

Mr. Ho.uanp again spoke, repeating and en- 
forcing his argument that the committee of the 
House could not compel the attendance of per- 
sons and production of papers. Neither he nor 
any other member, he said, had argued that Con- 
gress could not inquire into the state of the Army. 

Mr. Bisp’s motion for indefinite postponement 
was negatived—yeas 33, nays 79, as follows: 

Yxas— William Anderson, David Bard, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam Butler, Joseph Calhoun, James Cochran, Wil- 
liam Crawford, John Dawson, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, James Holland, Ja- 
cob Hufty, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Alexander Mc- 
Kim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, John Por- 
ter, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, Eras- 
tus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Smi- 
lie, John Taylor, and Robert Whitehill. 

Naxrs—-Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew 
Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, Orchard Cook, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., Joseph Desha, 
William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David 8. 
Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thom- 
as R. Gold, William Hale, Daniel Heister, Benjamin 
Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., 
Robert Jenkins, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, 
William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knicker- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
General Wilkinson. 





1752 


Apri, 1819. 


backer, Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe Livo;. 
more, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Vincent M,). 
thews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Willian 
Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdo, 
S. Mumford, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benja. 
min Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Peter B. Porter. 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Roane, Thomas Sammoys. 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis 
Smelt, John Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
John Stanley, James Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge. 
John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles 
Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian 
K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheatop, 
Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert With. 
erspoon. 

The question was then taken, that the House 
do agree to the first member of the resolutioy, 
contained in the words following, to wit: 


“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the conduct of Brigadier General James Wilkinson, 
in relation to his having, at any time, whilst in the ser. 


vice*of the United States, corruptly received money | 


from the Government of Spain, or its agents, or in re. 
lation to his having, during the time aforesaid, been an 
accomplice, or in any way concerned with the agents 
of any foreign Power, or with Aaron Burr, in a project 
against the dominions of the King of Spain, or to dis- 
member these United States.” 

The yeas and nays being demanded by one- 
fifth of the members present, and the Clerk hay- 
ing called over the same, it was suggested bya 
member, in his place, from Maryland, to wit: 
Mr. McKim, that he had committed a mistake in 
giving his vote on the question last taken, and 
that he had intended to vote in the negative and 
not in the affirmative side of the said questivn, a 
the same had been recorded by the Clerk. 

The Speaker then directed the Clerk to call 
the name of the member, Mr. McK«m, again ; aud 
being so called, Mr. McKim answered in the neg- 
ative, 

An objection was made to the right of chang- 
ing the vote, by a member frrom Virginia, Mr. 
Ranpbotpn, unless by the unanimous consent 0! 
the House. 

The Speaker determined that, according 10 
the practice of the House, the member from Ma- 
ryland had a right to change his vote. 

A motion was made by Mr. Biss, that the 
member from Maryland have leave to correct his 
vote. 

To which the member from Maryland, Mr. 
McKim, objected. 

A question of order was raised, “ whether the 
motion of the member from Georgia, Mr. Bis», 
was then in order ?” 7 

The Speaker decided that the motion of the 
member from Georgia was in order. | 

From which decision of the Chair an appea 
was prayed to the House by Mr. Ranvotre. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Lewis, tha! 
the House do now adjourn. 


A question of order was raise], whether the | 


motion to adjourn was in order, pending a ques 
tion. 
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The Speaker determined it not in order. 

And debate arising thereon, a motion was again 
made, by Mr. Smixie, that the House do now 
adjourn. 

A question of order was again raised, whether 
the motion of the member from Pennsylvania, 
Mr. SMILIz, was in order, pending a question. 

The Speaker determined that, on reflection, it 
was in order, and corrected the decision just be- 





> fore made. 


4 adjourned. 


From which decision an appeal was prayed by 
Mr. Ranpotpw. And debate arising, the House 





Wepnespay, April 4. 


On motion of Mr. W. Aston, the House re- 
sumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
proposed by him for an adjournment on the 23d 
April. And it was taken upand agreed to, with- 
out debate, by a large majority. [It yet requires 
the concurrence of the Senate. ] 


GENERAL WILKINSON. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday. 
The question on the appeal of Mr. Ranpo.ru 


| from the decision of the Chair, in relation to the 


motion of the member from Georgia, Mr. Biss, 


© recurring, Mr. Biss withdrew his motion. 


The question then recurred on the proposition 
of the member from Maryland, Mr. McK«m, in 


» having stated his wish to change his vote of yes- 
_ terday, from the affirmative side of the question, 


eS 


IE Ri Sts Min TE, 


_ having answered in the affirmative by mistake. 


The Speaker directed the Clerk to call him 
again, when the gentleman answered, “no.” 

A gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Ranpotpn, 
objected to the gentleman’s changing his vote, 
unless it be considered as informally done, and 
by the unanimous consent of the House. 

The Speaker stated that it had been the prac- 
tice, and that the gentleman had the right to 
change his vote as above. 

From which Mr. Ranpoupn appealed. 

And the question being taken, “ Is the decision 
of the Chair correct?” it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 76, nays 19, as follows: 

Yeas— Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Wm W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, 
John Brown, Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph 
Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, 
James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William 


_ Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Find- 
_ ley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gan- 


nett, Gideon Gardner, Thos. Gholson, Peterson Good- 


_ wyn, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. John- 
_ son, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, 
_ John Love, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 


Vincent Matthews, Samuel McKee, Alexander Mc- 
Kim, Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas 
R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 
S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, Benjamin Pickman, junior, 
John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea of Tennes- 
see, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 


: Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, John Smith, Samuel Smith, 





Henry Southard, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, Rob- 
ert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, 
James Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert. Wither- 
spoon. 

’ Nars-——Burwell Bassett, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, Martin Chittenden, Thomas R. Gold, 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Joseph Pear- 
son, John Randolph, Dennis Smelt, Richard Stanford, 
John Stanley, James Stephenson, Jacob Swoope, Ni- 
cholas Van Dyke, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, and La- 
ban Wheaton 


The yeas and nays, as taken yesterday upon 
the first member of the resolution, then under 
consideration, were called for and the same being 
read over by the Clerk, there appeared—yeas 87, 
nays 24, as follows: ; 


Yras—Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Brown, William Butler, William Chamberlin, Epaph- 
roditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard 
Cook, John Davenport, jr., John Dawson, Joseph De- 
sha, William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David 
S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thos. 
R. Gold, William Hale, Daniel Heister, Benj. How- 
ard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, junior, 
Robert Jenkins, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, 
William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knicker- 
backer, Joseph Lewis, jr, Edward St. Loe Livermore, 
Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Vin- 
cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
William Milnor, John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, John 
Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, John Roane, Erastus Root, Thos. Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smith, Henry Southard, 
Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, 
George M, Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K.Van Rensselaer, Robert 
Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James 
Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Naxs— William Anderson, David Bard, Adam Boyd, 
Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, William Crawford, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, 
James Holland, John Love, Robert Marion, Alexander 
McKim, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger 
Nelson, Thomas Newbold, John Porter, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, Matthias Richards, Ebenezer Sage, John 
Smilie, John Taylor, and Robert Whitehill. 

The question then recurred, that the House do 
agree to the second and last member of the reso- 
lution, contained in the words following, to wit: 

“ That the said committee inquire generally into the 
conduct of the said James Wilkinson, as Brigadier 
General of the Army of the United States; that the 
said committee have power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, and compel their attendance and production ; and 
that they report the result of their inquiry to this 
House.” 

A motion was made, by Mr. Ruea, of Tennes- 
see, and the question being taken, that the farther 
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consideration of the said second member of the 


said resolution be postponed until to-morrow, it 
was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 31, 
as follows: 


Yxsas—Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Brown, William Butler, Martin Chittenden, Matthew 
Clay, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, John Davenport, 
jr., Joseph Desha, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David 
8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thos. 
R. Gold, Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan 
H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jr., Robert Jenkins, 
Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, 
Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, 
jr-, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Nathaniel Macon, Vin- 
cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Nichol- 
son, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timo- 
thy Pitkin, jr., Peter B, Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Roane, Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, Sam- 
uel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James 
Stephenson, Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Benja- 
min Tallmadge, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, Nicho- 
las Van Dyke, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Robert 
Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, James 
Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Naxs— William Anderson, David Bard, Adam Boyd, 
Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, William Crawford, 
Richard Cutts, John Dawson, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, John 
Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Alexander McKim, 
John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newbold, John Porter, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, Eben- 
ezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Smilie, Henry 
Southard, John Taylor, Robert Whitehill, and Rich- 
ard Winn, 

The question was then taken, that the House 
do agree to the whole of the said resolution, and 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 80, nays 29, as 
follows: 

Yuas—Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Brown, William Butler, William Chamberlin, Epaph- 
roditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
Howell Cobb, James Cochran, John Davenport, jun., 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James 
Emott, Jonathan Fisk, David S. Garland, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin 
Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel 
Heister, Benjamin Howard, Jonathan H. Hubbard, 
Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Richard M. 
Johnson, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Vincent 
Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Pleas- 
ant M. Miller, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Gur- 
don S. Mumford, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, 
Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., Peter 
B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Ran- 
dolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Roane, Eras- 
tus Root, Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Jame’ Stephenson, 
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Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin T,)). 
madge, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turne; 
jr., Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K, Van 
Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekie! 
Whitman, James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 
Nars—-William Anderson, Adam Boyd, Rober; 
Brown, Joseph Calhoun, James Cox, William Cray. 
ford, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, James Ho). 
land, Jacob Hufty, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert 
Marion, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, \\j. 
cholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, 


‘Thomas Newbold, John Porter, John Rhea of Tennes. 


see, Matthias Richards, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seq. 
ver, John Smilie, Henry Southard, John Taylor, Rob. 
ert Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 


It was then ordered that the committee to be 
appointed, pursuant to the resolution, do consist 
of five members. 

A motion was made by Mr. Pitkin, that the 
House do come to the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee to be appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of General James Wilkinson, 


be appointed by ballot, and that the 5th day of April, | 7 fu 
= a 


instant, at twelve o’clock, this House will proceed to 
the appointment of the committee. 


This motion was opposed by Messrs. Rugg, 

Love, W. Auston, Dawson, and Roor, and sup- 

orted by Messrs. Pirkin, Suerrey, Pearson, Key, 
1BB, Lyon, and Smite. 


And the question being taken thereon, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 52, nays 64, as 
follows: 

Yras—William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, Wm. Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Chan- 
pion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Daven- 
port, jun., William Ely, James Emott, Thos. R. Gold, 
Edwin Gray, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jack- 
son, jun., Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Vincent Matthews, Archi- 
bald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Samuel Smith, 
Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Jacob Swoope, Samuel ‘T'aggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, George M. ‘Troup, 
Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, and James Wilson. 

Naxs—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, James (ox, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Jo- 
seph Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 
S. Garland, Thomas Gholson# Peterson Goodwyn, Jas. 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, 
Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jer- 
emiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
John Porter, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Eben- 
ezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Denn 
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Smelt, George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, 
John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, 
Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, 
and Robert Witherspoon. 
And a committee was appointed accordingly, 
ursuant to the said order, consisting of Messrs. 
uTLER, Root, Cuampion, Desua, and Pearson. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Love said he rose to ask for information 
on a subject which he believed a majority of the 
House were disposed to act on during the present 
session ; and yet, with the lights the Legislature 
possessed on it, it would be impossible to act 
understandingly. The report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury of March, 1809, relative to the con- 
tinuation of the United States’ Bank charter, had 
certainly shed some information over the com- 
munity on the subject to which he alluded, and 
had afforded statements which demanded an in- 
vestigation before the nation. The first he would 
notice was that relative to a portion of stock held 
by foreigners in the Bank of the United States ; 
a further inquiry into this circumstance became 
now, when Congress was called on to renew the 
charter of that institution, of very great import- 
ance. Itis recommended by the report tocontract 
for placing our revenue deposites in the hands of 
this institution, by agreeing for an interest on 
them. At that time three-fourths of this stock 
was held by foreigners, but the prices of the Uni- 
ted States’ Bank stock has been from London 
quotations much higher regularly there than in 
our markets; it is probable, therefore, foreigners 
at this moment own much more of it, as it has 
been a more profitable remittance than bills or 
produce to any place we could carry it under the 
Orders in Council and French decrees. If this 
has been the course, I wish to know, said Mr. L., 
to what extent it has taken place, (not because 
the evils are not entirely sufficient which this 
country labors under from suffering three-fourths 
of this prolific fund to be in the hands of foreign- 
ers, and allowing them to drain more than eleven 
per cent. on it in specie from our country annu- 
ally, and which has already amounted to at least 
ten millions of specie,) but also because it may be 
important to know how this institution, when the 
stock shall all have gone into foreign hands, will 
move on. Itis true the Secretary of the Treasury 
has in his report told us that foreigners have no 
vote, this, I presume, is a mistake, as foreigners 
are only prohibited to vote by proxy ; if foreign- 
ers do not vote, and they hold all the stock, the 
institution ends—if they do vote, they are in pos- 
session of our revenues. On this subject I will 
state one circumstance, disclosed to a committee 
of which I had the honor to be a member, by a 
gentleman who solicited to be heard, on the claim 
of the Bank of the United States before that com- 
mittee. He told us that the votes of late years 
given for directors of the bank were very few— 
his truth and candor cannot be doubted—but the 
disclosure is certainly instructive, and proves that 
this immense money engine is at this moment 
wielded by a few American citizens, subordinate 
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to an immense majority of foreigners. .There is 
nothing in the charter to prevent the election from 
being made by our American citizens only ; and 
either that mode may be adopted by foreigners 
of managing our money concerns, and our reve- 
nues for us, or they may perhaps more wisely 
send a few of their own countrymen, who may 
personally vote, for the charter allows it. 

I think too, sir, the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury has not fully stated the profits of 
this institution, when he rates them at only 8% per 
cent. on its capital of ten millions ; it is clear, trom 
the average amount of discount debts being fifteen 
millions, this must be the average dividend on 
active capital, consisting at the time of his report 
of only $7,770,000; they were, besides this, draw- 
ing six per cent. on $2,230,000 of their capital in 
porite stock, and this is the smallest sum of pub- 
ic debt they have ever held. I wish to inquire 
something into this subject too, before we decide 
on giving to this foreign institution a further mo- 
nopoly of our money matters, which will cost the 
citizens of this country one million of specie per 
annum, as long as it lasts. 

I will also ask for some further information. 
An alarm has within a few days past been strongly 
excited, that a refusal to continue the charter of 
the bank company of the United States’ Bank, 
would produce such terrible distresses as was 
never witnessed before in thiscountry. One gen- 
tleman has been heard to say, that unless it was 
done, the President would be obliged to convene 
Congress specially for this purpose. We should 
prepare to counteract those impressions of appre- 
hension, and to show, if correct information can 
be obtained, that there is no cause of terror or 
alarm. In order therefore, to obtain the necessary 
information, I submit the following resolutions, 
which I ask the immediate consideration of: 


“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish this House with the names and 
titles of the stockholders of the Bank of the United 
States, if any document in his office will afford that 
information ; and, if not, endeavor to obtain that infor- 
mation from the bank aforesaid—and lay it before this 
House as soon as possible. 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury also 
be requested to furnish this House with the number of 
shares voted on at the last election of directors, for said 
bank, and the names of those voting, if to be obtained. 

“‘ That he be requested to state to this House by what 
information he was enabled in his report of March, 
1809, to the Senate, to fix the average of dividends of 
said bank at 8§, precisely 8 13-34ths per cent. per an- 
num; and also to state the amount of public stock or 
other public debt held by that institution on each first 
day of January since its operations commenced. 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to 
inform this House, what is the amount of capital re- 
tained in Philadelphia by the Bank of the United 
States, and what the amounts thereof distributed to the 
branches of that bank respectively. 

“ What have been the average amounts of deposites 
of public moneys in each of those banks in any pre- 
ceding year, or for the year 1808, if as practicable to 
obtain it as any other, and whether the sum of $800,- 
000, stated in his report aforesaid, to be due from the 
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State banks to the United States Bank was due on|received them. To remedy this error he moved 


account of deposites of public moneys, or not.” 


Mr. Love also laid on the table, without re- 
quiring the immediate consideration of it, the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That it is inexpedient to permit the de- 
posites of the revenues of the United States to be placed 
in any bank, the stock of which to the amount of one- 
half is held by persons who are not citizens of the Uni- 
ted States.” 

The House agreed to consider the resolutions, 
50 to 30. 

Mr. Quincy observed that as the gentleman’s 
object was to obtain the names and numbers of 
foreign stockholders, the resolution was too broad. 
It might be that the names of the domestie stock- 
holders were held sacred by the officers of the bank, 
and that it would be deemed improper to publish 
them. If any great public advantage was ex- 
pected to be derived from obtaining the names of 
the foreign stockholders, Mr. Q. said he was wil- 
ling to vote for it, but not for the domestic. It 
was true, he said, that the gentiemen who at- 
tended before the committee had admitted that 
but few stockholders attended the election of di- 
rectors ; but this proceeded not from their limited 
number, but from the confidence which was 
placed in the directors of the bank, and their usual 
re-election without opposition. He moved to 
amend the resolution by inserting the word “ for- 
eign” before the word “stockholders,” in the first 
resolution. 

Mr. RanpDotpn moved that the resolution lie 
on the table, alleging, as a reason for the motion, 
the state in which the unfinished business of 
yesterday was when the House adjourned, and 
which rendered it absolutely necessary to decide 
on it before any other subject was taken up. 

Mr. Love’s resolutions were ordered to lie on 
the table. 





Tuurspay, April 5. 


On motion of Mr. Rupa, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
for establishing post roads. 

[This consolidates all former laws on the sub- 
ject into one law, and makes considerable alter- 
ations in the present post roads, putting down 
those which have been unproductive or burden- 
some, and erecting others deemed necessary. | 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, enclosing a report of the Sec- 
retary of State, in compliance with the resolution 
of the House, of the 25th March, calling for in- 
formation on the subject of impressments of Amer- 
ican seamen. 

Mr. Fisk observed that he had understood that 
a mistake had occurred in the passage of the act 
for taking the census of the inhabitants of the 
United States, in enrolling it, so that at present 
it allowed nine instead of five months (as agreed 
to by the House) to assistants to make their re- 
turns, and required the marshals, under the pen- 
alty of eight hundred dollars, to make returns in 
seven months, two months before they could have 


the appointment of a committee to bring in a bil}. 

Mr. Ranpo.tpu seconded the motion, obseryine 
that he had himself received a letter on the sub. 
ject from a marshal. 

Mr. Fisx’s motion was agreed to, nem. con, 

’ 

and Messrs. Fisk, Pirxin, and Macon, were ap. 

ointed a committee, pursuant to the said reso. 
ution. 

The Speaker laid before the House a lette; 
from William Lambert, proposing, should the 
House think proper to authorize him, to collate 
and publish a correct statement of all the ques. 
tions of order decided in the House of Represent. 
atives, since the commencement of the existing 
form of Government, to the end of the present 
session of Congress.—Referred to Messrs. Bas- 
seTtT, Pirxin, and Macon, to consider and report 
thereon to the House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of the annual amount of expenditure 
in relation to the Military and Naval Establish- 


ments, from the year 1789, tothe year 1809; which | 


were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
authorizing the sale and grant of a certain quan- 
tity of public land to the proprietors of the Mid- 
dlesex Genel, in the State of Massachusetts,” was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole to whom is committed the bill from 
the Senate, entitled “An act authorizing the sale 
and grant of a certain quantity of public land to 
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company.” 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
to amend the laws within the District of Colum- 
bia,” was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Saturday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill sent 
from the Senate, entitled “An act to extend the 
time for making payment for the public lands of 
the United States, in certain cases,” reported the 
same, without amendment; and the bill was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

Mr. M., also, from the same committee, pre- 
sented a bill providing for the sale of certain 
lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 





Fripay, April 6. 

On motion of Mr. JENNINGs, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be required to lay before this House a statement 
of the amounts of the moneys which were due 
to the United States from individuals at the com- 
mencement of the years 1807 and 1810, on ac- 
count of the purchase of public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, 

Ordered, That the Committees of the Whole 
to whom were committed the bill for the relie! 
of Margaret Lapsley; the bill for the relief o! 
John Thompson; the bill for the relief of Moses 
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Young; the bill for the relief of Grove Pomeroy; 
and the bill for the relief of John Minor; and 
the reports of the Committee of Claims on the 
petitions of Lucy Dixon and Arthur St. Clair; be 


severally discharged from the consideration of 


the said bills and reports; and that they be seve- 


4 rally referred to the Committee of the Whole to 


whom is committed the report of the said Com- 
mittee of Claims on the petition of John Murray. 
Mr. WEAKLEY presented two memorials from 


” sundry inhabitants of the State of Tennessee, 


praying that such measures may be adopted by 


- the General Government as will secure to them 
” the free and unmolested navigation of the Mobile 
* and Tombigbee rivers, of which they are now 
deprived by the interposition of Indians, through 


whose country the said rivers run; and that pro- 


a vision may be made for extinguishing the Indian 
| title to so much of the country adjacent to those 


rivers as is necessary for settlements for the pro- 


» tection of boats passing up and down the same. 


Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 


r the Secretary of State. 


Mr. Fisx, from the committee appointed yes- 


7 terday, presented a bill to amend an act, entitled 
” “An act providing for the third census, or enume- 
' tion of the inhabitants of the United States,” 


passed the 26th day of March, 1810; which was 
read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and read 


i the third time to-day. 


Mr. Love from the Committee for the District 


* of Columbia, presented a bill to amend the act, 
- entitled “An act to incorporate the inhabitants of 
| the City of Washington, in the District of Co- 


lumbia ; which was read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the report of the Committee of 
Claims on the petition of John Murray, to which 
Committee of the Whole is committed the reports 
of the Committee of Claims on theseveral petitions 
of Lucy Dixon, Arthur St. Clair,and David Black- 
well, and the several bills for the relief of Marga- 
ret Lapsley, John Thompson, John Minor, Moses 
Young, and Grove Pomeroy; and, after some 


_ time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
_ ported to the House their disagreement to the 
_ resolution contained in the report on the petition 
_ of said Murray, as follows : 
| prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted ;” 


* Resolved, That the 


_ their disagreement to the resolution contained in 
_ the report on the petition of said Dixon, as fol- 


lows: “ Resolved, That the prayer of the peti- 


_ tioner ought not to be granted;” their disagree- 
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ment to the resolution contained in the report on 


_ the petition of said St. Clair, as follows: “ Re- 


solved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted ;” and their disagreement to the 
resolution contained in the report on the petition 
of said Blackwell, as follows: “ Resolved, That 
the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be grant- 
ed ;” which said several disagreements were con- 


_ sidered and coneurred in by the House. 


Mr. Desuna, from the said Committee of the 


_ Whole, also reported several amendments to the 


| bill for the relief of Margaret Lapsley; which 


llth Con. 2d Szss.—56 


were read, concurred in by the House, and, toge- 
ther with the said bill, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. D., also, reported the bill for the relief of 
John Thompson; the bill for the relief of John 
Minor; and the bill for the relief of Moses Young, 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said several bills be engross- 
ed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of William 
Baynham. The bill was reported without amend- 
ment, and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Wednesday next. 

An engrossed bill toamend an act, entitled “An 
act providing for the third census, or enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States,” 
passed the 26th day of March, 1810, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on: the report of the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures on the petition of 
George Armroyd and Company; and, after same 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
ported their agreement to the resolution therein 
contained; which said resolution was read and 
concurred in by the House, as follows : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is 
reasonable, and ought to be granted. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
the said resolution; and that the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures do prepare and 
bring in the same. ° 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of William 
W. Weymouth. The bill was reported with an 
amendment thereto; which was read and con- 
curred in by the House, and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 





Saturpay, April 7. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, presented a bill authorizing a loan of 
money for a sum not exceeding the amount of 
the principal of the public debt reimbursable 
during the year 1810; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
day next. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Moses Young 
was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of John Thomp- 
son was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of John Minor, 
administrator of Reuben Minor, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of William W. 
Weymouth was read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to establish post roads; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Commit- 
tee rose, and reported progress. 

Mr. Tay or, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 29th ultimo, the report of a select 
committee on the memorial of the stockholders 
of the Bank of the United States. presented a bill 
continuing in force for a term of twenty years 
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the act, entitled “An act to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States,” on 
the terms and conditions therein mentioned ; 


which was read twice, and committed toa Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


Mr. Macon, from the committee appointed on 
that part of the Message from the President of 
United States at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, which respects our foreign relations, made 
a further report, in part, of a bill concerning the 
commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes. ; 

he bill is as follows: 


A Bill concerning the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, §c., That the third section of 
the act entitled “An act to amend and continue in 
force certain portions of the act, entitled ‘An act to 
interdict the commercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain and France, and for other 
purposes,” be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Section two provides that all penalties heretofore 
incurred shall, nevertheless, be collected. 

Szc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case 
either Great Britain or France shall, before the third 
day of March next, so revoke or modify her edicts as 
that they shall cease to violate the lawful commerce of 
the United States, which fact the President of the 
United States shall declare by proclamation, and if the 
other nation shall not, within three months thereafter, 
so revoke or modify her edicts in like manner, then the 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and 
tenth sections of the act, entitled “An act to interdict 
the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,” shall, from and after the expi- 
ration of three months from the date of the proclama- 
tion aforesaid, be revived and have full power and effect 
so far as relates to the dominions, colonies, or depend- 
encies, and to the articles the growth, produce, or man- 
ufacture of the dominions, colonies, or dependencies of 
the nation thus refusing or neglecting to revoke, or 
modify, her edicts in the manner aforesaid. 

The bill was read a first time, and passed toa 
second reading—51 to 39, and made the order of 
the day for Monday next. 





Monpay, April 9. 


A motion was made by Mr. Jounson that the 
House do now adjourn, and, the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the negative 
—yea 1, nays 39. 

On motion of Mr. Macon, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations be discharged from the consideration of 
the Message from the President of the United 
States of the twelfth of January last, communi- 
cating information relative to the blockade of the 
ports of the Baltic by France, and the exclusion 
of neutral vessels by Russia, Sweden, and Den- 
mark, 

The House proceeded to eonsider the amend- 
ments of the Committee of the Whole to the bill 
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concerning invalid pensioners ; and the same bp. 
ing read’, were concurred in by the House. 

The bill was then further amended, and order. 
ed to be engrossed, and read the third time to. 
morrow. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the bill to establish pos, 
roads; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose, and reported the bill with amend. 
ments. 

Mr. Jonnson, from the Committee of Claims 
presented a bill for the relief of Lewis Garanger; 
which was read twice, and committed toa Com. 
mittee of the Whole on Friday next. 


Mr. J., also, made a report, containing a detail. 
ed statement of facts in relation to the petition 
of Lewis and Charles Garanger. 


CHARLES BEAN. 


Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a detailed report on the petition of Charles 
Bean, as follows: 


That the petitioner, captain of a company in the first 
regiment, first brigade, and sixth division of the militia 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, was appoint- 
ed by Levi Lincoln, Esq., Lieutenant Governor ani 
Commander-in-Chief of the Militia of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, the militia officer, near the 
port of entry for the district of York, to whom the col- 
lector was to apply, if necessary, for assistance to carry 
into effect the several embargo laws, agreeably to an 
act of Congress passed the 9th day of January, 1809, 
entitled “An act to enforce and make more effectual 
an act, entitled ‘An act laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States,’ and the several acts supplementary thereto; 
the written designation and appointment of the peti- 
tioner bearing date February 1, 1809. That on the 
26th of February 1809, the petitioner received a let- 
ter from Alexander McIntire, Esquire, collector of the 
port of York, requesting him to go on board the brig 
Betsey, then lying in the port of York, (suspicions be- 
ing entertained of an intention of getting her to seain 
violation of the embargo laws,) and detain her until he 
should see what further might be done with the vessel; 
that the petitioner, in obedience to the commands of 
his superior officer, did promptly, and without delay, 
call upon the following persons belonging to his cou- 
pany, viz: John Farnham, Henry Holmars, Ebenezer 
Grant, William Roberts, John Moulton, and Josiah 
Moulton, private soldiers, and did go on board said 
vessel with David Baker, deputy inspector of the port 
of York, without committing any violence whatever; 
that, after having been on board of said vessel half a0 
hour, William Boyd, the reputed owner of the vessel, 
came on board, and ordered the said David Baker, you! 
petitioner, and those under him, to quit his vessel, using 
very harsh language, and threatening to raise a mo)'0 
take the vessel from him; that the petitioner with his 
soldiers guarded the vessel until the tide had ebbed s0 
much that it was impossible she could get out the! 
tide, and then left the wharf; that on the 28th Febru- 
ary, the petitioner, his soldiers, and the deputy inspec 
tor above-mentioned, were arrested by a warrant issue 


by Daniel Sewall, Esq., for a riot, in entering said ves- | 
sel, and the next day were carried before Jacob Fisher, 


Esq., of Kennebunk, twenty miles distant from York, 
although no less than eight magistrates of competen! 


| 
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that upon the trial of said 
prosecutions, Justice Fisher declared the embargo laws 


' unconstitutional, and the order of Levi Lincoln, Esq. 


illegal; and the petitioner, together with the persons 
acting under him, were recognised in the sum of fifty 
dollars each, for their appearance at the superior court 
held at York; that the petitioner, and those recognised, 
attended at said supreme court thirteen days, when 
they were discharged by the court, no bill being found 
against them by the grand jury; the petitioner then 
prays compensation for their time, trouble, and expen- 
The committee think it reasonable and 
right that the petitioner should be paid the expenses 


| 


and the account rendered, amounting to $219 44, is 
not considered by the committee as exorbitant. To | 
prove the material facts, as stated in this report, the 
committee refer to the order from Levi Lincoln, Esq., 
the letter of the revenue officer, the proceedings of the | 
court, and other documents filed with the petition. 
The committee, therefore, beg leave to report a bill. 


Mr. J. then presented a bill for the relief of 





| 





APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. Fisk said he rose to offer a resolution, which | 
he had for some time wished to present for the | 
consideration of this House. It is to provide for | 
fixing the apportionment of the Representatives 
of the several States according to the third census. 


> The last ratio was one Representative for every 


thirty-three thousand souls; which gave one hun- 
dred and forty-two members to this House—a 
number as large as may be considered necessary 
for the despatch of legislation, or to preserve the 
liberties of the people. 
next census will give seven millions two hun- 
dred thousand souls, which, according to the pres- 
ent ratib of representation, would give to this 
House two hundred and eighteen members—a 
greater number than could be accommodated 
within these walls, and a greater body of men 
than could progress with the business of this House. 

After the census shall be taken, the amount in 
each State ascertained, and the fractional numbers 
known, it will be much more difficult to fix the 
ratio than at this time. I therefore beg leave to 
submit the following resolution. And as it em- 
braces a subject of great importance, I have no 
objection that it lay on the table a few days for | 


the consideration of the members: 


Resolved, That the apportionment of Representatives | 
amongst the several States, according to the third enu- | 
meration of the people, ought to be in the ratio of one | 
Representative for every forty-five thousand persons in | 


i 


each State, and that a committee be appointed to bring 


in a bill accordingly. 


A motion was made that the resolution lie on | 
the table. 

A motion was also made to postpone it for a 
week, 

Mr. PickMAN moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution indefinitely. He 


Apportionment of Representatives. 


It is estimated that the 
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greater advantage in the two first months of the 
next session of Congress than in the two weeks 
remaining of the present session. 

Mr. Macon was against indefinite postpone- 
ment. Every one, on reflection, must be satisfied 
that it would be better to decide the ratio of ap- 
portionment now than after the result of the cen- 
sus was known. He thought the resolution had 
better have been in blank as to the ratio. The 
ratio might be settled either by fixing the number 
of Representatives of whom the House should 
consist after the next census, or by fixing the 
number of souls which should entitle a district 
to a Representative. 

Mr. Goup said, however desirable it might be 
at this time to fix the ratio, he doubted very much 
whether a decision would now settle the question. 
If a law were now to be passed, and there should 
be several large fractions on any given ratio, there 
would be a strong disposition to alter the ratio at 
the next session. He thought it would be expe- 
dient also to postpone the apportionment, because 
it might be affected by the proportion in which 
the population of the United States may have 
increased since the last census, which could not 
be ascertained till after the census. 

Mr. Quincy said he understood the object of 
the resolution to be to settle a principle before the 
facts were ascertained. Now it was his opinion 


| that the House should know the facts first, and 


settle the principle afterwards. Suppose the prin- 
ciple to be adopted—perhaps one or two States 
might be entitled to but one Representative, which, 
had the ratio been fixed at forty thousand, might 
have been entitled totwo. This would appear 
to operate unjustly. The House must know the 
facts in order fairly to apportion representation. 
The apportionment ought to be made not merely 
in relation to population, but to the weight of the 
different States in the Union—and these consider- 
ations could not have their due weight till after 
the relative numbers were ascertained. 

Mr. W. Aston was in favor of deciding on 
the subject at this session. He had no fear of 
difficulty resulting from fractions remaining un- 
represented. It would be recollected that at the 
last apportionment, Delaware had a fraction of 
thirty-one thousand left, and Carolina twenty- 
nine thousand. Thesmall States could not object 
to the course proposed; for if this question was 
postponed till after the census, and a particular 
ratio should appear to suit the returns of the three 
large States, they would support it and carry it 
too, notwithstanding the large fractions it might 
leave to smaller States. A disadvantage would 
therefore result to the small States from postpone- 
ment rather than from a decision now. 

Mr. Fisk said there was one other reason why 


| an apportionment should be made at this session, 


viz: that it would enable the State Legislatures 
at their ordinary winter sessions to divide the 
States into districts, and not subject them to the 
necessity of an extra session for the purpose. 

Mr. Livermore was against indefinite post- 
ponement, because he was inclined to the opinion 


thought the question could be decided to much | that the subject ought to be acted on at this ses- 
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sion, but wished the resolution to lie on the table 
a day or two. He said he was convinced, from 
his experience in the manner of doing business 
in this House, that it would take nearly the whole 
of the next session of Congress to make the ap- 
portionment, if it was postponed till after the cen- 
sus was taken. He had rather the resolution had 
been blank as to the ratio. 

' Mr. Fisx modified his motion, so as to leave it 
blank as to the ratio. 

Mr. Burwetv thought that the present was the 
proper time to fix the proportion; because, after 
the respective wumbers of each State were re- 
ceived, it would be in the power of the larger 
States to fix the ratio as they pleased, and at pres- 
ent none of the State jealousies could be brought 
into action, which would, when the returns were 
actually made. To get over the difficulty said to 
exist in settling a principle before the facts were 
known, it was only necessary to say that so many 
members should compose the House. If the po 
ulation was smaller than expected, there woul 
still be the number deemed proper to constitute 
the House; and if it was larger there would be 
no on increase of members, to the detriment of 
public business, Mr. B, said he was fully im- 
pressed with the necessity of acting on the sub- 
ject at the present session. If postponed till the 
result of the census was known, and the particu- 
lar interest of each member of the House became 
implicated in the decision of it, there would be 
extreme difficulty in coming to a decision. 

Mr. Smiuie said he could not conceive any ob- 
jection to passing the resolution in its present 
shape. In this question there was an inconve- 
nience on one side and evil on the other. It was 
an inconvenience that the House could not with 

ecision ascertain the population of the United 

tates; but, from the increase in times past, the 
increase for the last ten years might be estimated. 
The evil of postponement on the other hand was 
great. Mr.8.said he had been in Congress when 
the ratio of representation had been settled here- 
tofore, and he had never seen a more difficult 
question—and it ended at last in a bargain be- 
tween the members of the different States; and 
from these bargains no good could arise. He much 
preferred deciding on the subject at the present 
session. 

Mr. Ruea of Tennessee was anxious that the 
subject should lie on the table a day or two, the 
more especially as there was such a disagreement 
of opinion as to the operation of the measure of 
fixing the ratio beforehand. Coming froma small 
State himself, he feared lest the principle should 
operate to the injury of the small States. He said 
he had been much surprised at the declaration 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the 
question would be decided eventually (if post- 
poned) by individual interest. If on such a ques- 
tion the House was to be governed by individual 
interests, what was the nation to expect from 
them? Tais suggestion was another reason in 
his mind for the resolution’s lying on the table. 

Mr. Smite had spoken of human nature as he 
found it, even in the gentleman from Tennessee 
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as well as all others—a degree of self-concery 
always influenced individual conduct. hoever 
had assisted at settling the representation of 
State would conceive the difficulty of deciding 
these questions. r 
The motion for indefinite postponement was 
negatived, ayes 23. The motion to postpone to 
Monday shared the same fate, ayes 33. The mo- 
tion to lie on the table was carried—53 to 41, 





Tusrspay, April 10. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com. 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill to re. 
move the office of collector of Tappahannock to 
Fredericksburg ; that of Niagara to Lewistown; 
to annex a part of the State of New Jersey to the 
collection district of New York; to establish a 
new district, to be called the district of St. Law- 
rence; to make Cape St. Vincent’s, in the district 
of Sackett’s Harbor, a port of delivery, and out 
of the district of Miami to make a aew district. 
to be called the district of Sandusky ; and for 
other purposes ; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on Friday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. Netson, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending an act, 
entitled “An act more effectually to provide for 
the organization of the militia of the District of 
Columbia,” with leave to report by bill, or other- 
wise. 

Mr. Nexson, Mr. Turner, and Mr. Tati- 
MADGE, were appointed a committee, pursuant to 
the said resolution. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act fixing the compensation of public Ministers, 
and of Consuls residing on the coast of Barbary, 
and for other purposes ;” to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Morrow, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill providing for the printing and distributing 
of such laws of the United States as respects the 
public lands; and that the said bill be engrossed, 
and read the third time to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act fix- 
ing the compensation of public Ministers, and of 
Consuls residing on the coast of Barbary, and for 
other purposes,” was read twice, and ordered to 
be read the third time on Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. Root, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill appointing the time for the next 
meeting of Congress. 

Mr. Root, Mr. Goopwyn, and Mr. McBryb», 
were appointed a committee, pursuant to the said 
resolution. 

An engrossed bill concerning invalid pension- 
ers was read the third time, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend: 
ments of the Committee of the Whole to the bill 
to establish post roads; and the same being read, 
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were severally concurred in by the House. The 
bill was then further amended, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and read the third time on Thursday 
next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act regulating the Post Office Establishment,” 
with amendments; to which amendments they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 





Wepnespay, April 11. 


The amendments of the Senate to the bill, en- 
titled “An act regulating the Post Office Estab- 
lishment,” were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. TaLLManece, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
to whom is committed the bill for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple be discharged from the con- 
sideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Porrer, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
to whom is committed the bill to allow the bene- 
fit of drawback on merchandise transported by 
land conveyance from Newport to Boston, and 
from Boston to Newport, in like manner as if the 
same were transported coastwise, be discharged 
from the consideration thereof. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
regulating the Post Office Establishment ;” and 
the same being again read, a motion was made 
by Mr. Bacon, that the following words, to wit: 
“ Section 25, lines 2 and 3, strike out the words, 
‘each postmaster, provided each of his letters or 
packets shall not exceed half an ounce in weight,” 
appearing to have been an interpolation in the 
amendments sent from the Senate after the same 
were received by the House, be expunged there- 
from. P 

A motion was made by Mr. Aston, that the 
said amendment do lie on the table: When a 
message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that an inaccuracy had taken placein 
stating thte amendments of the Senate to the bill 
° regulating the Post Office Establishment,” and 
asked the return of the said billand amendments 
to the Senate. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Aston, and resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Pirxtn, the House again re- 
sumed the consideration of the said amendment: 
When the question recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Bacon, before stated, and the same being 
taken, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Pirxin, in the 
following words: 

“On message from the Senate, by their Secretary, 
suggesting that, in stating the amendments, sent to 
the bill, entitled ‘An act regulating the Post Office Es- 
tablishment,’ an inaccuracy had taken place, and re- 
questing this House to return the said bill, together 
with the said amendments, to the Senate: 

“ Ordered, That the Clerk do return said bill and 
amendments to the Senate, agreeably to their request.” 
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And the question being taken that the House 
do agree to the said motion, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. ares 

An engrossed bill providing for the printing 
and distributing of such laws of the United States 
as respect the public lands, was read the third 
time, and passed. va 

An engrossed bill for the relief of William 
Baynham, was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Ranvotpa, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before this House a statement 
of the annual receipt into the Treasury, from the 
commencement of the present Federal Govern- 
ment to the end of the year 1809, distinguishing 
the amount of such annual receipt as may have 
proceeded from the duties on imports and ton- 
nage, from the internal revenues, from the direct 
tax, from the sale of public lands, and from loans; 
together with a statement of the amount of debt 
annually incurred and reimbursed within the 
same period. 

A message from the Senate returned to the 
House the corrected amendments to the bill, en- 
titled “An act regulating the Post Office Estab- 
lishment ;” and informed the House that the Sen- 
ate have passed the bill, entitled “An act author- 
izing the discharge of John Kerr from his impris- 
onment,” with amendment ; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The bill altering the time of holding the cir- 
cuit courts of the United States for the district 
of Maryland, went through a Committee of the 
Whole, and was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 


COLONEL WASHINGTON. 


Mr. Ranpotpu said that the House was al- 
ready apprized of the death of Colonel William 
Washiagton, in whom our country had lost one 
of her most illustrious sons. It is very far from 
my intention, sir, said he, by any amplification of 
mine to lessen the impression of that merit which 
the bare mention of his name is calculated to 
make on the mind of every man who hears me. 
It is not the least unequivocal proof of that worth 
that it was not extinguished by the effulgence of 
his great kinsman’s glory, with which it was 
daily brought into comparison. The reputation 
which can stand such an ordeal as this, is tar be- 

ond the praise or blame of an humble indivdual 
ike me. If, to the proposition which I am about 
to offer, an objection should arise in the breast of 
any man who hears me on the score of the rank 
which that gentleman bore in the late American 
army, permit me to suggest that it is a testimony 
to valor and not to rank. It is nota mere respect 
to rank which I wish the House to pay. It is not 
in rank to add to the infamy of an Arnold, or to 
the glory of a Wasutneton. I will, therefore, 
move the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the members of this House do wear 
crape on the left arm during the remainder of the ses- 
sion, as a testimony of respect for the memory of Wil- 
liam Washington, late a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Revolutionary army. 












1771 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1779 


a 
A. or R. Post Office Building, &c.—Commercial Intercourse. Apri, 1810, 

























Mr. Smiuie said he hoped there was no man who 
felt more respect or gratitude to those men who 
served their country during the Revolutionary 
war than he did, but this resolution appeared to 
be improper on several grounds. I agree, said 
Mr. S., with the gentleman from Virginia, that 
rank should have no effect on the opinions of the 
members of this House on such a subject as this. 
But, is it not is gut that as to the many heroes 
who have served us during the Revolution, who 
have now gone to their long home, no notice has 
been taken of their merits by us, nor any step 
taken to confer upon them the honor now pro- 

d to be conferred on this officer, whom I ac- 
nowledge to be meritorious? We have seen a 
Greene die, and certainly no man exceeded him in 
rank or merit, the General-in-Chief excepted. 
We have seen a Wayne also die; and I do not 
recollect that such a tribute was proposed to any 
man, who served us during the Revolution. Shall 
we, then, by passing this resolution, sanction an 
idea that Lieutenant Colonel Washington was en- 
titled to more respect than others? Would not 
the passage of this resolution be considered as an 
indirect censure on the other Revolutionary char- 
acters who have gone from us? When the other 
manne fail me are still othe, we must, if we 
ss this resolution, pay the same respect to their ; 
alias or suppose them to have pases inferior. | tee of the Whole on the bill concerning com- 
This would introduce into the Legislature invid- | ™etcial intercourse between the United States 
ious comparisons, and, instead of legislating, we | #24 Great Britain and France and their depen- 
shall be sitting as judges upon character. In | ©®cies, and for other purposes.—[No. 2.] 
every respect, I think the resolution objection-| , Mr- Guowson said he could not believe that 
able. this assembly would consent to this bill in its 

The question was taken on the resolution with- | Present form, and he felt strengthened in his 
out further debate, and passed in the negative— | Pinion when he recollected that they had deter- 
yeas 30. mined, after solemn debate, that they would not 


abandon the policy of the last th s witl 
POST AND PATENT OFFICE BUILDING. eee es soem peers without 


some substitute for the measure at present in 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | existence. The bill on the table was in direct 
the Whole on the bill for the better accommoda- 


hostility to the sense of the House as expressed on 
tion of the General Post Office, and Patent Of- | that vote, for it provided for the removal of every 
tet for other purposes. 
[ 


id fe species of opposition to the belligerent edicts. 
his bill authorizes the President to cause to 


By the third section of the bill, no opposition 
be purchased or erected a building suitable for | was to be made either to the decrees or orders ol 
the accommodation of these offices. ] France or Great Britain till an accommodation 
Mr. Taytor said he was not unfriendly to the} with her enemy, by which accommodation the 
object of the bill; but, because he thought there | cause of our difficulty must in some measure cease 
were other subjects much more urgently requiring | before any measure of resistance to the authors of 
the attention of the House, he moved to strike | it could be interposed. Another objection to this 
out the first section of the bill. section, Mr. G, said, was, that it held up the honor 
Mr. Quincy hoped the motion would not pre-| and character of this nation to the highest bid- 
vail. The state of the Patent Office was such | der, with a view to operate on the belligerents t0 
that every gentleman must know that something | do us justice. Was this the tone which a free 
ought to be done in relation to it; but, in his} Government should use? Are we sir, said he, 
mind, a much more important reason in favor of | become so insignificant that we are not only to 
the bill was the present exposed state of the pub-| entreat but to purchase justice? If justice can 
lic records. It was a disgrace to the nation that | be obtained in no other way but by purchase, 
they should lie in the state in which they now | submission itself is preferable, to justice obtained 
were, exposed to casualty from five-and-twenty | in this way. He apprehended that every man 
fires in the same building, and to all the defalca- | who had had the slightest co-operation in the 
tion resulting from their exposure in a garret. | measures of the Government, must have in view 
The power was given to purchase or build, be- | the freedom and liberation of the commerce ol 
cause it was suggested that a convenient build- 


his own country. Was there, he asked, any ¢X- 
ing (commonly called Blodget’s Hotel) could | pectation of liberating it by submission? Did 
now be purchased at a low rate. 


gentlemen expect, by cowering before the British 


Mr. Bacon said he was very anxious that the 
motion should not prevail. It would save po 
time to discuss the motion to strike out the see. 
tion, and he hoped the gentleman from South 
Carolina himself would be convinced of the pro- 
mw of acting on the subject. He called Upon 
gentlemen to consider the nature of the models 
in the Patent Office. Gentlemen might laugh at 
it, and call ita gimcrack affair, but it was the 
depository of the genius of the country. If de. 
stroyed by fire, it would be a great loss to the 
country. The nation was deriving from the Pat. 
ent Office a revenue of seven thousand dollars q 
year, and it ought to have such accommodation, 
as the revenue it produced would warrant. 

The motion to strike out the section was nega- 
tived. The sum of twenty-thousand dollars was 
re for the purposes of the bill. 

he Committee rose and reported the bill, 
which was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, 54 to 23, after an objection of Mr. Sm- 
LIE to the passage of the bill in the present state 
of the Treasury, on account of the appropria- 
tion of twenty thousand dollars which it cop- 
tained. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 
The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
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lion and Gallic eagle, to free commerce from its 
shackles ? So far from holding out to the bel- 
ligerents any inducement to repeal their edicts, 
the bill passed would fasten them still more 
firmly. To destroy the dangerous character of 
the bill. he moved to strike out the first section 
of the bill, and insert three sections, providing. 
1. For a non-importation of British and French 

oods; 2. To invest the President of the United 

tates with a provisional power to suspend the 
law as to either belligerent which should revoke 
its edicts; and 3d, toemploy the Army and Navy 
of the United States to enforce the system. 

Mr. Taytor said it was very probable that 
the Committee of Foreign Relations, in the pro- 
duction of the present bill, in their endeavors to 
please everybody, might succeed in pleasing no- 
body. It was easy to find fault—it had been de- 
monstrated that it was more easy to destroy 
than to build up any system or bill on the sub- 
ject of our foreign relations. And if there was 
no yielding, no conciliatory disposition afforded 
from any quarter of the House, it was certain 
we should go home and do nothing to save the 
honor of this nation, (to use the phrase so often 
repeated to us by the opposers of the first bill 
offered on this subject, and now used against this 
second bill, by the gentlemen last up.) I wish 
the House to act on the state of things, I would 
say the state of votes, as they actually exist; I 
wish no part of the House to give up more of opin- 
ion than the committee have given up, po more 
than I myself have given up, The House must 
recollect my opinions expressed in the discus- 
sions on the first bill. The state of things I found 
here on my arrival, at the beginning of the ses- 
sion, forced and compelled a relinquishment of 
the opinions I had set out from home with. The 
navigation bill, as it was called, received my 
support; it received the sanction of the gentle- 
men last up, (Mr. Gaotson.) That bill was 
lost in the Senate ; and on the questions for in- 
sisting and adhering the fear was expressed on 
this side of the House, I do not know but the gen- 
tleman himself was one who expressed it, that 











this House was likely to adjourn at the end of |’ 


the session without leaving on record any the 
slightest species of protest or resistance against 
the injurious and unjust orders and decrees of the 
belligerents. The system in the first bill, it seems, 
was both too strong and too weak ;"and this senti- 
ment, strange as it may appear, was not merely 
entertained by different parties of gentlemen in 
this House, but in fact the very Hotspurs for 
energetic measures, if they participate in the 
views taken of this bill in a speech which I find 
in the public papers—I say if anything is to be 
collected from this very able production, it is this 
wonderful fact: that Mr. Macon’s bill was both 
too strong and too weak to suit the palate of the 
patrons of energy. Ishall by and by show which 
of these two qualities was most predominant in 
their view of it. You know, Mr. Chairman, that 
the bill I have just spoken of was lost, and more 
than a fortnight had elapsed after that event. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commercial Intercourse. 


1774 
aL oF R, 


—= 





—_— —$— 











on the twenty-third instant, was the bill now be- 
fore you offered by the committee. We waited 
as long as we could; consistently with our duty, 
for the project of those gentlemen who had de- 
stroyed the first bill, and for which te 
lic sentiment justly held them responsible. They 
offered none, and were gliding down the stream 
of time and approaching the vortex of ruin, ac- 
cording to their ideas, when the system of com- 
mercial restriction should cease, and when not @ 
feather of opposition or resistance was to be held 
up by this Government against the detestable 
and unlawful oppression ot France and Great 
Britain towards this unoffending country. The 
bill on your table, sir, 1 know is not very strong ; 
I am sure it will not suit the palates of those who 
are now ready to vote for war with either or 
both of these powerful nations, if there be-indeed 
any such in this House; and if there are, I beg 
them, I beseech gentlemen in all parts of this 
House, in their deliberations on the course of poli- 
cy to be adopted by this nation, to reflect on the 
situation of the whole world, on our own situa- 
tion ; for with respect to the power and influence 
of relative States, and their ambition, fury, and 
rage against each other, at any one period of 
time, I recollect no parallel in history. When 
the Persian millions had crossed the Hellespont 
to invade Greece, there the union of the States, 
the energy of the last national nerve, was the 
true policy, was in fact the mode of resistance, 
sanctioned by the most sober and rational pru- 
dence ; when Philip of Macedon had marshalled 
his phalanx, with the avowed object of subjugat- 
ing those States, then the energetic eloquence, 
then the inflaming of the passions, the stirring up 
of the people to rage and madness against their 
invader, was true State policy; it was, it ought 
to have been a business alone of feeling and 
ardor—rashness itself was prudence. In both 
the contests, if they had conquered, they knew 
that even with their remaining hosts, thinned as 
they would be by battle, they would have achieved 
the freedom of their country; they had but one 
enemy, and him conquered, their country was 
saved ; they had a clear, perceptible, certain ob- 
ject to gain or to lose. But how stands the case 
with us? Suppose the measures wished for b 
some gentlemen to be adopted, and to be as efft- 
cient as they have imagined them to be; suppose 
by commercial restrictions we should so impov- 
erish the one nation as to render it an easy prey 
to the other, or suppose the same effect should 
be produced by actual warfare, are we sure that 
the power thus acquired by our victorious ally 
might not be turned against ourselves, impover- 
ished and weakened as we should be in our very 
exertions to give to that ally the command over 
our destiny and over the destiny of the world? 
I disregard, I set down for nothing, any promises 
or excuses of either of these nations, which they 
now make by way of redressing or justifying the 
course of conduct they have pursued against us. 
Freedom of the seas, or the defence and protec- 
tion of themselves, of us, and of all the world, 


and not until this House had resolved to adjourn | from the power of France—all mere cant. The 








1775 
H. or R. 








HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commercial Intercourse. 






1776 


APRIL, 1810, 





one destroys as far as he can the freedom of the 
seas, in order, as he says, to obtain it, and the 
other tramples and oppresses all within her 
power to prevent them from being sepia by 
another. Let us remember the fate of the flour- 
ishing Syracuse. She too had her men of energy ; 


| 


she was found alternately on the side of Rome and | 


of Carthage; she too had her party divisions ; 
she too had an extensive commerce, a reputation 
for science and the arts; and what did all these 
avail her—did one party or the other save the 
nation? Did her wealth and commerce, and her 
immense resources, aided too by the the abilities 
of an Archimedes, save her? No sir. After 
serving for the convenience of the one and the 
other of these Powers, even before the victory was 
decided between the rivals, she fell never to rise 
again.. Will gentlemen recollect that we have 
a Rome and a Carthage in our day? And that 
our obvious policy is neither to dissipate our 
strength by actual warfare against the one or the 
other, nor against both; neither to diminish the 
resources of our Government nor the comfort and 
wealth of our citizens by commercial warfare, 
which as far as we have had experience with re- 
spect to vigor and perseverance of this Legisla- 
ture itself, in continuing one of the most efficient 
systems that ever was adopted, and as far as our 
experience for the Jast year will go as to insuffi- 
ciency of the minor system which followed the 
first—I say, as far experience goes we can safely 
say, that that system which would be efficient 
with one of the belligerents, and with but one, 
we will not execute to the end; and the other 
which affects in no way coercively either of our 
opponents, but distresses ourselvesexceedingly, we 
cannot execute. The amendment now proposed, 
is intended to continue that part of the latter sys- 
tem the most difficult to be executed, the non- 
importation of British and French goods. Why 
will gentlemen persevere in placing a stumbling 
block to the morals, perhaps a bar to the affec- 
tions of the people to their Government? Why 
is this coercive system to be continued, which, 
on a former occasion, I think I demonstrated, 
operated unequally on different sections of our 
community, and which it requires no demonstra- 
tion to show will increase the difficulties in the 
finances of the nation ? 

The combined effects of the unjust conduct of 
the nations of Europe, and of our own law, has 
occasioned you to encounter for the current year 
a deficit of nearly four millions of dollars for the 
public exigency ; a further deficit is anticipated 
in the exigencies of the next, and if the amend- 
ment is adopted having the double effect of shut- 
ting up your Treasury to the receipt of three- 
fourths of your revenue by impost, and also the in- 
curring of three or four millions more of expense 
for the support of the rotten Navy to execute the 
law, forl understand it is a favorite project of some 
pene to employ the Navy for this purpose— 

say, sir, if this amendment is adopted and the 
policy connected with it pursued, the borrowing 
of ten millions I venture to say will not meet the 
public demand for that year. Will this policy, 


added to the irritations on account of the unpo 
ularity of the non-im portation law, in some pari; 
of the country, tend to energize your Governmen; 
tend to attach the people to your Administration 1 
No, sir, you may go on borrowing, and increasin> 
your taxes (the very system we deprecated whey 
we were out of power) till the people will be dis. 
goes with your conduct, till the reins will drop 
rom your nerveless hands, and the disgust may 
become so extreme (which God forbid!) that j; 
may be extended not only towards you, but to. 
wards the form of Government which you haye 
administered. As much asI deprecate war, a 
impolitic as I think it would be for us in the pre- 
sent state of the world, 1 would infinitely prefer 
it against one or against both of the belligerents 
to the policy now proposed. For in war we 
should have the bustle, the stretch of action, the 
enthusiasm which would excite the hatred of ou 
people towards the enemy, rather than towards 
our own Government. ut Iam for neither of 
these; Iam for nursing the energy and the re- 
sources of the nation, rather than prematurely 
wasting or dissipating them. 
lam for preparing by prudent economy, and 

a wary and careful administration of our Repub- 
lican form of Government, for that great trial 
which, even when in the matured state of our 
manhood may exercise, our whole and undivided 
strength. hen the leagued blood-hounds of 
Europe—leagued by mutual consent in a crusade 
against republicanism, or more probably united by 
conquest into one huge monster—shall assail our 
last asylum of liberty, then will the undivided af. 
fections of our people to its Government, then 
will a Treasury unburdened with loans and public 
debt and a country rich and ample in its resources, 
stand you, or whosoever shall administer our Gov- 
ernment,in good stead. The nerveand sinew of the 
nation will be unbroken, and in that day we shall 
be terrible toour enemies. But the contrary system 
would render us indifferentand careless, would ren- 
der us divided and nerveless in such acrisis. Then. 
sir, upon a retrospection of the energy which some 
gentlemen so loudly call for, you or your succes- 
sors will condemn and deplore the premature ex- 
ertions of the nation, and this spirit attempted to 
be conjured up pow will, in the minds of the re- 
flecting, receive the stamp of rashness and folly. 
But, suppose my fears of the approach of so try- 
ing and awful a crisis unfounded; is it wise or 
safe to continue the demoralizing system of non- 
intercourse, which holds out, as has often been 
said, a bounty tothe smuggler? If Bonaparte, ab- 
solute as he is,could not prevent the smuggling 
of British goods into the Continent, which he now 
commands, what prospect of success is there fot 
us, acting under our free form of Government? 
With the equipment of your whole fleet, includ- 
ing gunboats, your exertions would be futile, and 
a cordon formed of all your regulars on the lines 
of Canada would be unavailing. 

Is this amendment proposed to the bill intended 
to compromit this Woce to give as it were al 
implied assumpsit that we shall not reduce the 
Navy and Army? If this promise is to be give, 
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why attach it to this bill? Why embarrass a sub- | 
ject already too embarrassing? For my part, if | 
this purpose is to be effected, | would much rather | 
that the proposition should come isolated, to stand 
orjfall by its own merits ; or, if it must be attached 
to a bill on some other subject, I should prefer 
seeing it attached to a bill for carrying into effect 
an Indian treaty, to the post office bill, or to any 
other bill of minor importance, to the bill on your 
table. But the bill before you is too weak and 
the amendment is offered to make it stronger. I 
will remind the gentleman of the fate of the first 
bill from the Foreign Relations Committee. 

The very men who wished to be considered 
exclusively as the men of energy (I speak not of 
any in this House) made the same objection to 
that bill. But when the posthumous reasons for 
the rejection of that bill are found, and they are 
to be found in some four or five columns ofa 
newspaper now before me, what are they ? After 
a flourish about the efficiency of the embargo 
and the disgrace we encountered in taking it off, 
and an unfair effort to throw this disgrace off the 
shoulders of one set of gentlemen and place it on 
the shoulders of others, we come to the luminous 
arguments against the bill. The whole burden 
of the song then is, the danger of retaliation by 
other nations. Would you believe it, sir, that 
same milk-and-water system, which was at one 
breath nothing, worse than nothing—a mere petty 
commercial restriction, to be despised in the 
House, and out of it, all at once a perfect torch 
of discord throughout the world! A sudden panic 
seizes its despisers ; alarms and fears and horrors 
succeed, lest the belligerents should retaliate upon 
us this trifling commercial restriction. 

Are men so blind as to suppose that the people 
will not see through their energy? Will the 
people believe them sincere, when they talk about 
arming, convoys, war itself, when this little bug- 
bear thus appals thera? I[t was however by this 
blowing cold and blowing hot, that the project 
contained in the first bill was destroyed. May 
not the same weapons defeat this, and bring about 
the prediction of those who have prophesied that 
we shall go from this place leaving not a letter 
on record in protestation against the injuries we 
have received? The Committee will, | hope, ex- 
cuse a little digression Iam here obliged to make. 

Certain gentlemen, to relieve themselves from 
the charge which public opinion has brought 
against them for giving up the embargo, are kind 
enough to a few of us, as supposing we have 
strong backs, to place this burden of disgrace on 
those who refused to fit out the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States to execute the law. I was one of those 
who refused to pour into the rotten hulks and to 
scatler in the wasted navy yards of the United 
States the whole treasury of the nation. 

Will gentlemen remember that a part of the 
Navy was in requisition—was actually at sea at 
the period of the repeal of the embargo and for 
months before—how many embargo breakers did 
they bring back? But, thank God, this rage for 
ua into the mud, into the rotten hulks of the 

avy, the whole revenue of the country, is abat- 
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ing—a spirit of economy has been avowed on 


both sides of the House. It augurs well for the - 
nation. But, concerning the breaking down of 
the embargo: Let the truth come out. Neither 
this plea nor the other miserable one of the fear 
of insurrections, and what not, will do. The em- 
bargo was as fully expected in the port of Boston 
as at New York, Baltimore, or Charleston. The 
worthy old gentleman, the naval officer of the 
port of Boston, who boasted of the name of Wass- 
INGTON on his commission, acted up to the patriot- 
ism, and spirit of the giver of that commission, 
notwithstanding the loud clamor of the Legisla- 
ture then sitting in that very town. It was not 
the inexecution of the law, nor the panic which 
made some give way, when the proposition for 
that purpose was offered by one connected, by 
more than political ties, with our denunciators, 
and with whom they acted and voted. The em- 
bargo repealed itself. The wants created by it to 
foreigners, and the accidental failure of crops in 
England, had reduced the thing in one article to 
plain calculation, the vote of this House to repeal 
the law gave from four to five dollars rise on each 
barrel of flour. This was the weight that pulled 
us down. Let me be understood, Mr. Chair- 
man, in making this defence of my friends with 
whom I acted, that I tax with no unworthy mo- 
tive those of this House or the other who repealed 
the embargo. This matter of calculation, this 
certain bonus, was as well understood cut of the 
House as in it. The sense and opinion of our 
constitnents on the subject might honorably be 
plead in excuse for a change of sentiment by any 
member ; nor would I wish to charge either the 
representatives or constituents of the whole wheat 
and flour country with a change of opinion—there 
were many instances of disinterestedness appar- 
ent in our proceedings (perhaps our opponents 
would call it stubborness) on that memorable oc- 
casion. 

But to return to my objections to the resisting 
and restrictive system proposed by way of amend- 
ment to the bill—it will operate unequally on dif- 
ferent parts of the Union. Why will gentlemen, 
under the pretence of resistance, wish to tax my 
constituents and the people generally of the South- 
ern States, by way of giving a bounty on the in- 
dustry of the northern and eastern sections of the 
Union. We are not calculated for manufactures. 
The little we do, we do through choice, and from 
interest and convenience, or from patriotism, if 
you please; but we wish for no compulsion from 
our own Government; a compulsion, too, exelu- 
sively operating on us, and to the exclusive ad- 
vantage of another part of the country. 

Of the provisions of the bill now under con- 
sideration, [have already said that they are not 
very coercive on our enemy, anda better quality 
they have, is, they are not very coercive on our- 
selves. The first section completely does away 
all vestiges of the partial and ineffectual embargo, 
contained in the non-intercourse law. The de- 
murrage on our shipping, even for the few remain- 
ing days of the session, is stated by merchants as 


| extremely heavy on them. The market for their 
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flaxseed after seeding time in Europe, will utterly 
fail. The near approach of the next harvest in 
England will, it is supposed, materially affect the 
price of wheat and flour there ; the sooner they get 
there, the more will our country gain in the price 
of these articles. The object, I confess, is not a very 
grand one; but ifat the end of the session this state 
of things is to succeed, and I have heard no one 
avow a determination to continue this part of the 
non-intercourse law. the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, now under consideration, 
gives it up ;—if then it is to be given up, why not 
do it instantly, as we know that thereby we shall 
work a great convenience to our citizens ? 

The second section, saving penalties and for- 
feitures under the embargo and non-intercourse 
laws, I expect will not meet with an objection 
from any quarter of the House. 

I do not apprehend that there is to be found in 
this House a sympathy for law breakers, for men 
whose cupidity has induced them to disregard all 
obligation, moral or patriotic ; and as their nefar- 
ious conduct has in many instances been crowned 
with pecuniary success, they ought to be made 
to pay. 

The third section of the bill may have some 


singularity in its provisions—and I expected in | 


offering it to encounter the old objections agairst 
delegating the power to legislate to the President. 
This section requires the President, on the hap- 


pening of certain contingencies, (to wit, if either | 


of the belligerents shall revoke or so modify their 


edicts as that they shall cease to violate our neu- | 


tral commerce, ) to issue his proclamation, notify- 
ing that event; three months after which procla- 
mation, the other belligerent not revoking. &c., 
her decrees against us, is to come under the re- 
strictions of the old non-intercourse law, so far 
as respects our importations from her. In other 


words, the sections of the old non-intercourse law | 
respecting importation are to be revived. The re- | 


voking of the decrees may be termed a condition 


absolute, and in such a case, so far from the Pre- | 
sident legislating on the subject, he would not be | 


called upon toexercise what might be termed his 
sound official discretion, except as the proof of 
the certainty or uncertaitny of the fact of the de- 
crees being withdrawn. In this point of view he 
would be only executing a duty expressly and de- 
finitively assigned him. 


As to the contingency which may be called in- | 


definite, to wit, the modification of the decrees in 
such manner and to such extent as that they shall 
cease to violate our neutral rights, although the 
manner, the extent, the certainty, or the uncer- 
tainty of the modification, are to be judged of by 
the Executive, and in this he is to use his sound 
discretion and to declare his conviction, that the 
state of things has been produced by these modi- 


fications; and this state of things, to wit, the. 
ceasing to violate our neutral commercial rights, | 
is as definite in the one condition as in the other, | 


and the duty is not discretionary, but imperative on 
him to issue his proclamation on the happening 
of such a state of things. This duty has often 
been required of the Executive to as great extent, 
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though perhaps not in precisely a similar manner, 
The power, or rather the duty of declaring a law 
to be suspended, approaches nearer to legislation 
than in this instance, and certainly the declaripos 
the end of the suspension or the time when the 
law shall begin again to operate, is an act similar 
to the one required in this bill, to be performed by 
the President. Asto the policy of the provisions 
in this section, I will observe that in the embargo 
and non-intercourse laws, the President was re- 

| quired to tender to the belligerents the very pro- 

| position herein contained. The offering that com. 
| mercial restrictions should be enforced agains 
| one and not against the other, if the one or the 
| other should cease to injure our neutral commerce, 
| This, by frequent enactment by the Legislature, 
| has become as it were a kind of State policy— 
| Erskine’s arrangement was made under it, and 
| you know, sir, that act of our Executive was much 
applauded on all sides, till the British Govern- 
ment broke their faith to us and disavowed it, 

For more than three years we have, according to 

the distorted expressions of the gentleman from 

Virginia, (Mr. Guouson,) held ourselves up for 

sale to either of the belligerents, and that gentle- 

man voted for the laws containing that policy, 

We offered ourselves not for sale but for fair ne- 

| gotiation, on perfectly neutral ground—and even 

the ill suecess we have had is highly honorable 
to this nation and its Government, inasmuch as 
the rejection of the offer by both is proof, not- 
withstanding all the abuse which has been poured 
out upon us, that we were impartial, that we were 
indeed neutral, that we proceeded without the 
connivance or direction of either; and to them 
both we moved pari passu. Iam for continuing 
| that policy, butina different manner. The com- 

/mercial war we have waged against both has 

| been extremely inconvenient to ourselves, with- 

out attaining the ultimate end with either of the 
belligerents. We have made an experiment of 
this plan of fighting both nations—it won’t do. 

Both the nations with whom we are contending 

know very well—every member of this House 

| knows, we are overmatched in this contest with 
| both nations; with all the world in fact. Why 
| shall we, from vain pride and from unyielding 
| obstinacy, continue our fruitless exertions agains! 
both? [ say the policy of this section is more 

' rational and equally honorable for our nation. 

{n this we may be considered to say, to France 

and Great Britain—* We cannot fight you both, 
_we will go on doing the best we can, we wil! 
'not restrain the industry and enterprise of out 
| citizens, which will be furthering your policy, 
but we are not the less indignant at the injuries 
we have received; and if one or the other ol 
you will stand by and see fair play, we will fight 
| the other in the way that suits ourselves. While 
you are both hostile to us we will have nothing 
to do with your quarrels; but do us justice and 
show us the respect we deserve as an independ- 
| ent nation, and then, when there shall be but one 
| foe, we will contend.” 

| In transactions among individuals such a course 
would not be dishonorable. If I was opposed 12 
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my way by two bullies hostile to each other, but 
both determinately hostile to me, if I could avoid 
the contest against both I should certainly not be 
disgraced ; if in resentment of the injuries I had 
received I said, in the terms of this bill, I cannot 
fight you both—the contest is unequal, but if one 
of you will pay me that respect and afford me 
that justice eo entitled to, I will contend with 
the other, whichever he may be ; I should show 
both my impartiality and that becoming self re- 
spect and true courage which the God of nature 
has wisely implanted in the human breast for his 
self-defence and self-preservation. But to speak 
further of the diplomatic policy which we have 
ursued: I suspect (though I cannot positively say 
that it is the case) that the treaty-making power 
has ever till now pursued that policy, and that 
both in the instructions to Mr. Pinkney and Mr. 
Armstrong that policy has been continued; and 
it is probable, if there be any truth in the rumors 
of treaties now making on both sides of the British 
Channel, that on the very terms of this section 
they will be made. Howresponsible shall we be 
in going home without giving the Executive the 
power of fulfilling his promises to foreign Gov- 
ernments, and of perhaps gaining thereby advan- 
tageous treaties with one or both of these Powers ; 
when, too, these promises weré made in obedience 
to the spirit and letter of your law on this sub- 
ject } 
I conclude, sir, that the good faith, which as a 
branch of the Government we owe to another 
branch of it, the good faith which we asa nation 
owe to other nations of the world, require imper- 
atively at our hands the provisions of this section 
of the bill. 

Mr. GaRLAND said that it was not his intention 
to trespass on much of the time of the Committee, 
but, as he disapproved in part of the original bill 
and the amendment, he would ask the attention 
of the Committee until he stated some of those 
objections. He said his friend from Virginia (Mr. 
Guotson) had built up in his own mind a phan- 
tom of honor or resistance, which turned out to 
be the old imperfect non-intercourse, which had 
sunk millions for the agriculturists of this coun- 
try, and had sunk much of the honor of this na- 
tion, while it had produced nothing beneficial. 
How long (asked Mr.G.) will this nation run the 
round of extravagance and folly? Will not gen- 
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enemies. Mr. G.said he objected to the original 
bill, as being too weak a measure. He wished 
to adopt something of energy, and asked if it 
would then be in order to move an amendment 
to the bill, by striking out the third section, for 
the purpose of inserting anew one. [The Cuatr- 
MAN said the amendment could not be received 
until a question was first taken on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia—Mr. 
Guo.tson.] Mr. G. then said that he hoped the 
amendment offered by his friend from Virginia 
(Mr. Guoison) would be rejected, and that then 
he would move his amendment; and for the in- 
formation of the Committee he would read in his 
place the amendment which he contemplated of- 
fering, which was to strike out the third section 
of the original bili and insert: 


“And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be and he is hereby authorized and 
required to employ the public armed vessels of the 
United States to convoy the ships and vessels belong- 
ing to any citizen or citizens of the United States, la- 
den with goods, wares, or merchandise, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United States or their 
Territories, the property of such citizen or citizens: 
Provided always, 'That such goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, are not contraband of war, and that the ship 
or vessel on board of which they are laden is not bound 
to a port blockaded by a belligerent Power: And pro- 
vided further, That such ship or vessel is not bound 
to any port or place belonging to any nation having 
in force orders, edicts, or decrees against neutral rights, 
in violation of the laws of nations, nor to any port or 
place in the actual possession of such nation.” 


Mr. G. said, that ata proper time he would sub- 
mit to the consideration of the Committee the 
amendment which he had just read. He said 
that it was calculated to protect the honor of the 
nation and the rights of the citizens, and it was 
that kind of protection which the nation had it in 
its power to afford, and which the citizen had a 
right to expect. Mr. G. said, he was persuaded 
that if this nation would only take a manly atti- 
tude, all our differences with the European na- 
tions would be shortly settled ; that our commerce 
would be restored, and that the Treasury of the 
nation would be replenished; but so long as we 
pursued this indecisive course of imposing re- 
strictions on ourselves, Great Britain never would 
negotiate with us. Mr. G. said he would read a 
part of Mr. Canning’s communication to Mr. 








strictive system, which has been so injurious to | Pinkney, our Ministerin London. “Mr. Canning 
the nation? Mr. G. said he had supposed there | ‘ added, that it wasanother favorable circumstance 
was nota man in the nation that contemplated | ‘ that the non-importation system, which seemed 
the continuing the non-intercourse longer than | ‘ to be in contemplation, was to be applied equally 
the end of the present session of Congress; but, | ‘ to both parties, instead of affecting as heretofore 
strange as it might appear, that measure was | ‘ Great Britain alone.” 

again brought forward, and the nation asked to Mr. G. said he thought that this proved that 
re-enact it, and to employ the land and naval force | the non-intercourse was a favorite system with 
of the United States to enforce its provisions. | the British Ministry, and we have plunged into 
Mr. G. said he thought that it would better com- | the vortex, and ever since had been in fact aiding 
port with the honor and interest of the nation to| Great Britain in the execution of her wishes. 
employ the land and naval force in the protection , All that Great Britain wanted, was to give to 
of our rights by resisting the encroachments of | our commerce that direction which best com- 
our enemies, in preference to imposing restric- | ported with her interests, and to impress our sea- 
tions on ourselves, which have no effect on our | men at pleasure; and, so loug as we will permit 
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her to do that, she has no inducement to negoti- 
ate with us. 

But, Mr. G. said, he was persuaded that if this 
nation would put her commerce under the pro- 
tection of the national flag, that Great Britain 
would not make war upon it for the purpose af 
enforcing her Orders in Council, and, if she did, 
the sooner this nation knew it the better. Mr. 
G. said that in case his amendment should obtain, 
he would then prepare the details of the bill em- 
bracing the principles contained in the amend- 
ment which he had offered. 

Mr. Lyon called for a division of the question, 
and spoke against the bill and amendment. 

Mr. GHOLSON said that there were a vagueness 
and generality in the remarks of gentlemen who 
had opposed the amendment he had offered, which 
furnished the best shield against their reputation. 
We are told in aloud voiceand imposing manner 
(said he) that the embargo and all our measures 
have only operated on ourselves. I hold it to be 
a strict principle of reasoning that when a posi- 
tion is laid down, before you are authorized to 
make any deduction you must show that the pro- 
position itself is correct. Until this is done no 
inference or conclusion is warrantable. But gen- 
tleman have reversed the order of reasoning, and 
assume that to be true which remains to be pro- 
ven. I have over and over again called upon 
gentlemen to meet me on the practical result of 
the restrictive system, upon the prices which our 
adversaries have been compelled to give for our 
products,and which they receive for theirs. They 
skulk out of the argument. We hear nothing 
but declamation. We hear now on both sides of 
the House that the system only works calamity 
on ourselves. In what, sir,do you see its mis- 
chievous effects? ‘You look for them in the de- 
clension of the prices of the products of this coun- 
try. Are they not equal to peace prices? You 
are told that the system has had no effect what- 
ever on Great Britain. When you appeal to her 
prices current, you learn that from the com- 
mencement of the embargo with the exception of 
the short interval of Erskine’s arrangement, she 
has paid exorbitant prices for our produce; that 
American articles have in many cases sold for 
treble prices. Is it not a fact that she is at this 
moment paying advanced prices? It isthat part 
of the non-intercourse act which bears with most 
severity on Great Britain, that I have proposed 
to retain. The amendment embraces the non- 
importation clauses only, leaving to our citizens 
the full liberty of exportation. If we say to Brit- 
ain we will cease to purchase her merchandise, 
unless she will treat us with justice, and thus 
through her interest obtain an accommodation 
with her, the ocean is free to us. Let us there- 
fore come soberly to the question, and count the 
consequences of the non-importation system to 
Great Britain. Let us meet it as it should be 
met, argumentatively, and not by declamation or 
mere assertion that it will have no effect. 

I would ask gentlemen in the first place to ex- 
plain to me the cause of the present course of ex- 
change asagainst Great Britain. Is it not a fact 

















perfectly well known that money in other parts 
of Europe is now worth from 20 to 30 per cen; 
more than bills on England? This can be at. 
tributed to nothing else but the prohibition of he, 
American intercourse. It is because we do no; 
owe to Britain as much money as we formerly 
did that bills on that country have decreased jy 
value. A system of non-importation will tury 
the course of trade with Great Britain entirely iy 
our favor. Before the embargo, we sold to Grea; 
Britain about twenty millions per annum of oy; 
roduce ani purchased from her thirty-five mil. 
ions, leaving a balance annually of fifteen mil. 
lions againstus. Under the proposed system, we 
shall ship to Great Britain, and receive money 
instead of merchandise in return. The balance 
must then be in our favor. The trade to that 
part of the Continent, which will be open to us, is 
always in our favor. We shall get better prices 
for our produce and obtain articles in retur 
cheaper. But do you believe that the export 
trade to this country is no object with Great Brit. 
ain, th © it will produce no effect at all to abridge 
the exportation of British products in an amount 
equal to thirty-five millions of dollars? Whereis 
she to send this excess of merchandise? She is 
excluded almost entirely from the continent of 
Europe. The United States as a customer are 
worth more to Great Britain than the world be- 
sides. When the Continent was open to her, 
one-third of her exports were to this country. 
What would be the conduct of her manufacturers, 
if in consequence of a system violating our rights 
they were deprived of a market for their goods? 
Their appeal to the Government would be loud, 
incessant, and effectual too, for a change of their 
measures, 

she system of non-importation will press upon 
Britain with extreme severity, whether it regards 
tre course of exchange or the balance of trade. 
Take from her the American market, and I will 
hazard the position that you change the general 
balance of her trade with the whole world, against 
herself, and that toanenormousamount. Consult 
her commercial writers, sir. They will tell you 
that it is of the very first importance to her at all 
times to have the balance of trade in her favor. 
No nation can growrich without it. Another 
effect of this system would be ~ turn our com- 
merce into the channels where it will be most 
beneficial to the country. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina has 
told you that it will produce a deficit in the next 
year’s revenue of ten millions of dollars. The 
gentleman upon consideration will, I presume, 
admit that he is mistaken; for the impost on the 
whole amount of importations from Great Brit- 
ain and France do not amount to ten millions. 
The deficit will not bear any proportion to the 
amount of the revenue on merchandise from 
these countries. Our merchants will with theit 
capital apply themselves to other quarters of the 
globe, and on the importations from other quar- 
ters you will receive revenue—not so great, | 
admit, as heretofore. But, how long since has It 
been found out that we can practise no self-denial ; 
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that no matter how pre object, we cannot | as adequate to meet the expenses of the Govern- 


ractise forbearance for a few weeks or months? 
as this the doctrine held at the time the em- 
bargo was laid? No, sir; we were told that a 
bonfire had better be made of all our surplus pro- 
duce—that the sordid love of gain was too pitiful 
a passion to hold a place in the patriot breast. 
This Hall resounded with such discourses last 
winter. Great God! How are we changed in 
the short space of twelve months? Then every 
thing was to be sacrificed on the altar of patriot- 
ism. Now you are told of the futility »f the meas- 
ures then applauded, and asked what good they 


| have produced. Sir, is there any Republican in 


ouse who will undertake the assertion that 
you have by your measures ee no effect ? 
Will any gentleman say that the embargoand non- 
intercourse have not produced important modifi- 
cations of the Orders in Council, surrendering the 
transit duty, and narrowing down the blocka- 
ding system? Do gentlemen say that in con- 
sequence of our restrictive system Britain has 
not paid three times as much for cotton ;ynd for 
articles of subsistence as before it was adopted ? 
France has paid $60 a hundred for tobacco—and 
yet we are told that the emtbargo and non-inter- 
course have had no sort of effect. At this mo- 
ment too, from the effects of the non-intercourse, 
they are paying exorbitant prices, and suffering 
the inconvenience of the want of a market for 
more than one-third of their surplus products. 
When we speak of the impropriety of a measure, 
we should examine into it, and not make deela- 


the 


_ matory assertions, that it isa bad measure because 


itisa bad measure. J admit that the measure 
may in the next year cause a deficiency in-the 
revenue; but, by thus avoiding the commercial 
chains which by submission we should forge Yor 
ourselves and posterity, we may in sueceeding 
years experience a redundancy of revenue thai 
would not otherwise accrue, and which will more 
than compensate for any present loss. 

We have been told, sir, that the amendment 
which I have proposed is a sort of mancuvre to 
augment the Navy. Sir, I will go with the gentle- 
man ; I will take this system, and reduce the Army 
and Navy to any degree which prudence can 
warrant. The’fact is, you may take the convoy 
principle, armin,!the merchantmen, or any other 
system of active resistance to the decrees against 
our commerce, and it is impossible to render it 
adequate to the end in view. There is not a 
practical man in the State who believes that full 
protection can be afforded in that way. Our ves- 
sels are not (though I am willing to use them as 
an auxiliary) equal to the defence of our com- 
merce. My object is justice for my country. 
To obtain this object I would go any length and 
take any justifiable means. 1 would prefer the 


means which I believe best adapted to the end; 
these, as I have stated, are in my opinion com- 
mercial restrictions. I will go along with gen- 
tlemen in reducing the expenses of the country ; 
and if reduced as I believe they may be,1 have 
no doubt that the revenue which we should de- 
tive under the amendment I propose, would be 


ment as under the original bill. If we keep up 
the present expensive establishment, the revenue, 
under the project of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, and be no more adequate to the ex- 
penses of Government than under my project if 
these expenses were reduced; and, by adopting 
the amendment which I have had the honor to 
propose to the Committee, you would avoid a ser- 
vile dependency on the pleasure of other nations. 
One of the belligerents plunders and burns your 
vessels at sea or sends them in for adjudication. 
The other meanly coaxes your citizens to viulate 
their allegiance, and licenses them to carry ona 
nefarious trade forbidden by the law of the land. 
Yet, notwithstanding this treatment, which gen- 
tlemen of all parties acknowledge to be unjusti- 
able—(and I have been delighted to see a speech 
delivered in the other branch of the Legislature 
by an enlightened federal Senator (Mr. Bayarp) 
which acknowledges that we have been most 
scandalously treated by Britain as well as by 
France,) we are told that the country will be ru- 
ined if we do not buy French and British goods! 
To day, sir, I learn for the first time, that sending 
our produce to Great Britain at her own prices, 
subject to her Orders in Council, to every re- 
striction which she may think proper to impose, 
and giving her her own prices for her fabrics, is 
the way in which weare toget rich. Would the 
fathers of our Revolution have supported a doc- 
trine like this? Would they have said that we 
could not subsist as a nation without purchasing 
British merchandise? The charge, though not 
so intended, is a libel on the country? It is im- 
material in a mere pecuniary point of view to 
me, as a planter, after I have sold my produce, 
whether I purchase my coat (if compelled to pur- 
chase it at all) of an Englishman or of a citizen of 
New York; still, I should buy it from my fellow- 
citizen, whose interest I consider myself bound 
to promote. It should not be concealed, sir, that 
we can subsist without British or French fabries. 
Is there a State in the Union which cannot either 
manufacture for itself or be supplied by its sister 
States in abundance? If we did not receive a 
dollar’s worth of goods from foreign countries I 
will not say we should be the less happy for it. 
The part of the country where I live is a tobacco 
country, and has depended until lately on foreign 
fabrics for wear and consumption. Since the 
commencement of the system of commercial re- 
strictions, many large and respectable families do 
not consume twenty dollars worth of foreign 
goods—and are we on that account the less happy 
or the less independent? When habits of this 
kind take root and are encouraged, the necessity 
for a great revenue at once ceases. 

This system, however, we are told is not only 
a deteriorating but demoralizing one. Whom 
does it demoralize? The violator of your laws, 
the man who substantially commits treason? 
For the violation of a system adopted in opposi- 
tion to the belligerents is as substantially treason 
as was the desertion of Arnold. Does the gentle- 
man talk of demoralizing these men whose only 
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God is money, who violate without scruple every 
obligation, moral and political? Their inorality 
cannot be injured by any act of yours, for they 
have no morality. ‘This measure may reform, it 
cannot demoralize them. 

It seems the system we have pursued, and 
which I propose to continue, is not only deterior- 
ative as to ourselves and inoperative as to our ene- 
mies, but also insusceptible of execution. That 
this Government has no energy, no strength, has 
long been the cry of its enemies, and it is now 


the absolute prohibition of importations from 
France and Britain. 

i can see that we are about to confess to the peo. 
ple of the United States that we have been hold- 
ing a false light to them; that the embargo and 
non-intercourse were engendered in weakness 
and have been continued through obstinacy ; to 
say to this nation that while we have been treach- 
erous, the opposition have always been in the 
right; that they have been the exclusive friends 












become quite fashionable to hear the same doc- 
trine from those who profess to be its advocates. 
For one I deny it. The laws of no country are 
better executed than the laws of this country. 
They for the most part are executed from choice, 
and the violation of them is confined to an un- 
principled class of society perfectly insignificant 
innumber. It is by the profligate part of the mer- 
chants alone that your commercial regulations 
have been violated or evaded, and these practices 
could be readily prevented. If you will consult 
the head of the Treasury Department, he will tell 

ou, that if the means be furnished the laws can 

e executed. It is because you did not give au- 
thority to the Executive for the purpose, that the 
law has not been completely enforced. — 

But the gentleman (Mr. ‘Taytor) says that the 
very circumstance of employing the Navy to aid 
in the execution of the law would be sufficient to 
disgust him with my amendment. The princi- 
pal cause of the embargo’s not effecting its full 
purpose was, that the House would not agree to 
employ the Navy in executing it. Not only the 
Navy but the military force also should have 
contributed to its execution. Whatever your 
laws may be, let them be faithfully complied 
with. Itis better to have a mild law well exe- 
cuted than to have a rigorous one partially en- 
forced. 

The gentleman is certainly mistaken in saying 
that Mr. Erskine’s arrangement was made under 
a provision similar to that contained in this bill. 
It was made under the provision giving the Presi- 
dent power to suspend a law, not to enact it. 
Nothing was in that case offered to one nation to 
induce her to do us justice except the repeal of 
our own restrictions. It was not said either to 
France or Great Britain, that if they ceased to 
violate our rights we should join with either 
against the other. The gentleman put a case in 
private life, and told you that if he was to meet 
two bullies there would be nothing degrading in 
saying to one, “Hands off, whilst I fight the 
other.” This case was not fairly stated, sir. 
Suppose he was to meet two adversaries, would 
he propose to one that if he would be so merciful 
as not to strike him he would join him to whip 
his enemy? Ihave too much confidence in the 
gentleman’s courage to suppose he would take 
such a course. 

The gentleman was so obliging as to remind 
me of the fate of the bill which passed this House 
some time ago. I would only observe in reply 
that I voted for that bill; and I believe it con- 
tained all the features of my amendment except 














of the people. Notwithstanding this general cop. 
fession of sins, I for one shall ever maintain (and 
I chailenge gentlemen to meet me upon the issue) 
that this nation has been well governed—that 
there has been no just ground of complaint; that 
in the great body of the community there is in fact 
no complaint. Sir, the people of the United 
States would rather persist in the peaceful sys- 
tem which has been pursued for the last three 
years, than launch into any untried system. | 
am supported in this declaration by nine-tenths 
of the American people. Before we act we 
should look about us; we are now going to pass 
a censure on everything which has been done by 
our predecessors for several years. We are about 


to brand two Administrations with weakness and 
imbecility. Weare about ourselves to cease to 


exist as a party. If this Congress shall be found 
capable, after its loud vaporing at the commence- 


ment of the session, of doing nothing—of doing 
worse than nothing, of going home and leaving 
the nation in disgrace, we shall only meet the 
scorn and contempt of the people! If they were 


consulted, they had rather get no prices for their 


produce than to succumb toany nation. They 
would rather do what gentlemen formerly said 
they would do, what the gentleman from South 
Carolina would have done two years ago; they 
would make a great bonfire of all the surplus pro- 
duce of the United States. It is only through 
the newspapers, the very touch of which is con- 
tamination, on this floor, and in the other wing 
of the Capitol, so help me God, that I have seen 
or heard anything of this disposition to submit to 
the belligerent edicts for the sake of gain, or upon 
any other consideration. We have sworn thal 
we could not submit to the decrees and orders 
without a sacrifice of their rights, honor, and in- 
dependence. You are about to do more—to in- 
scribe on your statute book the most abject sul- 
mission. You withdraw what you have and op- 
pose no other resistance. I demand of gentlemen 
how they are absolved from their vow? [I call 
upon their candor to explain what has happened 
to change their course. 

The Committee rose at 4 o’clock, reported pro- 
gress and obtained leave to sit again; and the 
House adjourned. 


Tuorspay, April 12. 

Mr. Desna presented to the House sundry 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the State 
of Kentucky, expressive of their entire approba- 
tion of the conduct of the Executive of the 
United States in the correspondence between the 
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Secretary of State and Mr. Jackson, late Minis- 
ter to the United States from the Government 
of Great Britain; which said resolutions were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
An engrossed bill to alter the times oI holding 
the Circuit Court of the United States for the 
District of Maryland was read the third time, 
assed, 
7 engrossed bill to establish post roads, was 
read the third time, and passed. 


MOTION TO EXPUNGE. 


Mr. Taytor observed that he yesterday had 
seconded a motion made by a gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Ranpotpn.) which had been neg- 
atived by the House. The mistake which had 
been made by the mover as well as himself in 
supporting a proposition which appeared to be 
out of the usual course of proceedings, had only 
arisen from motives which the House would 
know how to appreciate. The warrior whose 
name was included in that resolution, said he. 
was a constituent of mine. In proportion to our 
near approximation to an exalted character, we 
feel his loss. The House will excuse me for the 
error, but I wish, also, to be excused to the rela- 
tives of the deceased. I wish that our indiscretion 
may not afflict with greater grief the surviving 
matron who mourns his loss. With this view, | 
move that the motion made yesterday, with the 
decision upon it, be expunged from the Journals. 
I believe there is no man in the House, however 
he may think of the motion, but would feel a 
pang at being instrumental in inflicting an addi- 
tional distress on those who have already suffered 
enough. 

Mr. Marion said he was one of those who had 
been painfully compelled to vote against the mo- 
tion, and had, therefore, learned with regret that 
it was inserted on the Journal. He hoped it 
would be expunged. 

The Speaker observed that unanimous con- 
sent was necessary to expunge a vote from the 
Journals, and having asked whether there was 
any objection to the motion ?— 

Mr. Ranvotpu said he was sorry that he could 
not give his assent to it. If the House of Rep- 
resentatives, said he, do not choose to pay the 
honor to the American Marcellus which the peo- 
ple of the country had paid to him in their hearts, 
I wish, at least, that it should appear on the face 
of the Journals, that I have been willing to ren- 
der it. Isay nothing about the character of Col- 
onel Washington. He was, indeed, the sword, 
as his great kinsman was the shield of his coun- 
try. They were the Fabius and Marcellus of 
United America. The Punic war ended, they 
live in the hearts of their countrymen, howso- 
ever they may be deemed of here. 

An objection being thus made, Mr. Tayor’s 
motion fell to the ground. 


THE CONVOY SYSTEM. 
Mr. Eppes said that, some time ago, a bill had 
been reported by him to the House, authorizing 
the President of the United States to employ the 
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public armed vessels to convoy the lawful com- 
merce of the United States. The motion to ad- 
journ, which had been agreed to, would leave but 
a small portion of the time of the House for the 
discussion of the several subjects before them. 
As he was compelled by ill health to leave the 
city at an early day, having already obtained 
leave of absence, he was anxious to obtain a vote 
on this before he departed, and therefore asked to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
further consideration of the bill, in order to take 
the sense of the House whether it should go toa 
third reading or lie on the table for the present. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. Macon, 
Taytor, Pickman, Ranpoupu, Livermore, and 
WILson, on the ground of its being out of the 
usual course of proceedings; and it was objected 
to the more especially us this was a subject in- 
volving very important principles, and one which, 
of all others, ought to be discussed in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. Eppes expressed his willingness to take a 
silent vote on the subject, and thought a vote 
might be obtained on the bill without much de- 
bate. 

Mr. JoHNSON expressed great anxiety to vote 
on the bill. 

Mr. Livermore intimated that he was strongly 
against the bill, and, if it took every hour in the 
session, he was determined to expose what he be- 
lieved to be its injurious features. 


On the question, Mr. Epres’s motion was nega- 
tived—yeas 50, nays 61, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 
Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell 
Cobb, James Cox, William Crawford, John Dawson, 
Joseph Desha, John W. Eppes, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, David 8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, Benj’n Howard, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Aa- 
ron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Nicholas R. Moore, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
John Porter, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, George Smith, 
John Smith, Henry Southard, Robert Weakley, Rob- 
ert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robt. Witherspoon. 


Nars—William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus 
Champion, James Cochran, Richard Cutts, John Da- 
venport, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan 
Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Thos. R. Gold, William Hale, 
Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jack- 
son, jr., Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Plea- 
sant M. Miller, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jon- 
athan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Samuel Smith, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, James Stephenson, Jacob 
Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Join Taylor, John Thomp- 
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son, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., 
Jabez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van 
Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, 
Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 


GENERAL POST OFFICE, &c. 


The bill providing for the better acccommoda- 
tion of the General Post Office and Patent Office, 
was read a third time. 

_ Mr. Smite opposed the passage of the bill be- 
cause of the appropriation it contained. The 
offices were not in such a state that a year’s delay 
would do much injury; and, at this moment, the 
Treasury was not in a state to permit large appro- 
priations for improving the City of Washington, 
or for accommodation of the Patent Office. This 
appropriation, said he, would not be all that would 
be required. If they made this grant more money 
would be required, and the House must give it, or 
lose the money they would have expended. He 
said it was perfectly consistent in gentlemen on 
the other side of the House to vote for the expen- 
diture of the public money; it would be in per- 
feet consistency with their general conduct. 

Mr. Quincy said it was as far from his heart as 
from the gentleman himself, to wish to increase 
the expenditure of public moneys; nor yet had 
he, in this case, any view to the improvement or 
accommodation of the city. He was not very 
anxious for the accommodation of the Patent 
Office, though he considered that also a very im- 
portant object. He was desirous to pass the bill 
upon the ground that the public records of the 
country, of the War, Navy, and State offices, 
were in such a situation as was disgraceful to the 
House and to the nation. Not only were they in 
disorder, and in a state of gradual decay ; but all 
the records of the Revolutionary war lie under 
the eaves of this building in a condition extremely 
unsafe, and daily exposed to destruction by fire. 
He mentioned also the probability of the Presi. 
dent’s now being able to purchase, at a very low 
rate, a building well calculated for the purpose. 

Mr. W. Aston said, that if the bill limited 
the sam which may be expended to the sum ap- 
propriated by the bill, he would vote for it; but, 
from experience, he well knew, that after one 
appropriation was made, another was sure to fol- 
low. He instanced the case in which a report 
had been made by the Surveyor of Public Build- 
ings, recommending an appropriation for com- 
pleting the Representatives’ Hall. And yet this 
money was all expended, and one column deco- 
rated. Under this view of the subject, antici- 
pating a call for further appropriations, he could 
not vote for the bill. 

Mr. Lyon said he had confidence that the 
President would properly exercise the power 
which this bill would give him, and he had no 
fear of exorbitant expenditures of money. He 
was clearly in favor of the bill. 

On the guestion that the bill do pass, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative—yeas 62, nays 52, as 
follows: 

Yzras—Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel Blaisdell, James 

Breckenridge, John Campbell, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
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John Davenport, jun., William Ely, Jas. Emott, aie 


than Fisk, Gideon Gardner, Thomas. R. Gold, Wij. 
liam Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Benjamin Howard 
Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jackson, jun., Herman 
Knickerbackr, Jos. Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe Liy. 
ermore, Matthew Lyon, Robert Marion, Vincent Mat. 
thews, Arch. McBryde, Samuel McKee, P. M. Miller, 
Wm. Milnor, T. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, John 
Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun,, 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Adam Seybert, Danie! 
Sheffey, John Smith, Samuel Smith, John Stanley, 
James Stephenson, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, John Thompson, 
Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Nicho. 
las Van Dyke, Archibald: Van Horn, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and 
James Wilson. 

Naxs—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, William A. Bur. 
well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, William 
Crawford, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, J. W. Eppes, 
Wn. Findley, Meshack Franklin, David 8. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Daniel Heister, James Holland, Ja- 
cob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Alex- 
ander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
John Porter, Elisha R. Potter, John Rea of Pennsy!- 
vania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, 
John Roane, Ebenezer Seaver, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stan- 
ford, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Robert 
Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Resolved, That the title be, “An act providing 
for the better accommodation of the Genera! Post 
Office and Patent Office, and for other purposes.” 


MAIL AGENTS. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments, as the same had been corrected by the Sen- 
ate, to the bill, entitled “An act regulating the 
Post Office Establishment.” The first of the said 
amendments being read, in the words following: 

“Strike out the third section ;’’ which said section 
is as follows: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
point any number of agents for the General Post Of- 
fice, not exceeding five, and to empower such agents 
to receive and transmit, free of postage, all letters and 
packages on the business of the Post Office Establish- 
ment, and under his direction to make contracts for 
transporting the mails, to suspend negligent contract- 
ors, to transport the mails, to collect the balances due 
from delinquent postmasters, and to perform such other 
services for said office as said Postmaster General may 
direct, and to allow said agents such reward for their 
services as he may think reasonable, out of the funds 
of said establishment, not exceeding one thousand dol- 
lars per annum to any one agent.” 

This amendment was considerably debated. 
The arguments in its favor were grounded on the 
convenience and security to the conveyance 0! 
the mail which would result from such an al- 
rangement. Arguments against it were found 
in the additional expense with which it would 
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burden the Post Office Establishment, and in the 
increased patronage it would give to an officer, 
who already possessed it to a great extent. 

A motion was made by Mr. Root, that the 
said amendments be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House; and the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the negative. 

The question was then taken on concurring 
with the Senate in the said first amendment, and 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 73, nays 32, as 
follows: 

Yras—William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam 
Boyd, Jas. Breckenridge, John Brown, Robt. Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John Campbell, 
William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, John 
Clopton, James Cochran, Jas. Cox, William Crawford, 
John Davenport, jun., William Ely, William Findley, 
Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, Peterson Good- 
wyn, William Hale, N athaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heis- 
ter, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Jacob Hufty, John G. 
Jackson, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Wm. 
Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Jo- 
seph Lewis jun., Edward St. Loe Livermore, Aaron 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Mat- 
thews, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, Wm. 
Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Newton, Joseph 
Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Adam Sey- 
bert, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, George Smith, 
Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, James Stephenson, 
Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
John Taylor, John Thompson, George M. Troup, Chas. 
Turner, jr., Nicholas Van Dyke, Killian K. Van Rens- 
selaer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Robert 
Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, James Wilson, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon. Burwell 
Bassett, Matthew Clay, Howell Cobb, Joseph Desha, 
Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, 
Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Matthew Lyon, 
Samuel McKee, John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, John Nichol- 
son, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea of Tennessee, Eras- 
tus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel 
Shaw, John Smith, Samuei Smith, Uri Tracy, Archi- 
bald Van Horn, and Richard Winn. 


Another amendment proposed to take away 
from all postmasters the right they heretofore en- 
joyed of franking letters. This amendment was 
disagreed to—ayes 25, 

Another amendment proposed to require the 
payment into the Treasury of all profits of any 
postmaster in the United States which shall ex- 
ceed two thousand dollars a year. ‘This amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The House got through the amendments by 5 
o’clock, when they adjourned. 








Fripay, April 13, 


Mr. Root, from the committee appointed on 
the 10th instant, presented a bill appointing the 
time for the next meeting of Congress; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Monday next. 


llth Con. 2d Sgss.—57 


A motion was made by Mr. Fisk, that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a grave-stone, not exceeding in ex- 
pense the amount of one hundred and fifty dollars, be 
erected at the grave of the honorable Ezra Darby, for- 
merly a member of this House; that the expenses for 
the same be paid out of the contingent funds of this 
House; and that a committee be appointed to carry 
into effect the object of this resolution. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill for 
the relief of Margaret Lapsley, as the same had 
been amended on the 6th instant, to embrace the 
cases of Grove Pomeroy, Arthur St. Clair, Da- 
vid Blackwell, Lucy Dixon, and John Murray; 
and the same being read, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, as amended, and read the third time to- 
day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bili providing for the sale of 
certain lands in the Indiana Territory, and for 
other purposes, and made amendments thereto, 
which were read and concurred in by the House, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate insist on their fourth 
amendment, recede from their sixth and eighth 
amendments, and agree to the amendment to 
their ninth amendment to the bill, entitled “ An 
act regulating the Post Office Establishment.” 

The bill for the relief of Margaret Lapsley, 
Grove Pomeroy, Arthur St. Clair, David Black- 
well, Lucy Dixon, and John Murray, was read a 
third time, and passed. 


COLONEL WASHINGTON. 
Mr. Quincy rose to move a resolution. He 
said he very deeply regretted the situation in 
which this House had been placed in relation to 
the memory of that distinguished officer of the 
Revolution, General William Washington, in 
consequence of the resolution moved on the 11th 
instant. He thought that the impression exhib- 
ited on the journals was not such as either did 
| justice to that individual or to the feelings of 
|every member of the House. He hoped that to 
| the resolution which he was about to offer, and 
which had for its object an explanation of the 
‘grounds on which he knew a majority of the 
| House had voted, would not find an objection. 
| It would take away the appearance that this 
| House had not that deep sense of the merits and 
| services of that officer which he knew they pos- 
| sessed. He then read the following resolution: 
| Resolved, That the House of Representatives are 
deeply sensible of the loss this nation has sustained in 
| the death of General William Washington, late Lieu- 
| tenant-Colonel in the Army of the Revolution, and 
| that the rejection of the resolution offered on the 11th 
| instant, in relation to that distinguished officer, having 
' been produced wholly by considerations of a general 
| nature, cannot be deemed to derogate from the high 
sense which this House, in common with their fellow- 
| citizens, entertain of his civil and military virtues and 
| Services. 
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The House agreed to consider the resolution— 
58 to 13. 

The resolution passed—ayes 63; about seventy- 
five members were present. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of | 
the Whole, on the bill for continuing the charter 
of the Bank of the United States, for twenty 
years, on certain conditions. 

Mr. Love moved to strike out the whole of the 
first section, with a view to try the sense of the 
Committee on the bill, and went at large into ar- 

uments on the merits of it. He lamented that 

e was compelled to come to a decision on the 
question without having obtained the information 
he had solicited a few days before—and assured 
the Committee he had not called for information 
as to the names of the stockhholders from any 
view to weaken the support the measure proposed 
would have, from a disclosure of the names of 
those members who were stockholders in the Bank 
of the United States ; on the contrary, he would 
not for a moment doubt, that all such would vol- 


question, not only from their sense of propriety, 
but from a knowledge of the imperative rule of 
the House, which forbids a member from voting, 
where his interest is concerned. He could not 
fear that any gentleman of that House would do 
an act to which might be attributed so improper 
a motive, as that of advancing his particular prop- 
erty fifty per cent. in value,and making his share | 
of bank stock now worth $400, by his own vote, 
worth $600 or perhaps much more. But his 
principal ground for his general call of the names 
of the stockholders. was to check the statement 
of foreign, by exhibiting the domestic stockhold- 
ers. Mr. L. next adverted to the information 
which had been given to the Senate by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in reply to an inquiry 
made relative to the capital distributed to the 
branches, and the dividends stated to be yielded 
by them; he said there was certainly a gross mis- 
representation in the statements of that report, 
relative to the profits divided at the principal bank 
in Philadelphia. 

The portion of capital assigned to the branches 
was stated in the report at $5,300,000, and those 
branches had discounted, by the last returns, to 
the amount of $11,964,000, yielding a gross profit 
of more than thirteen per cent. The capital re- 
tained in Philadelphia was to the amountof $4,- 
700,000, granting, by the report, discounts to the 
amount of $4,572,000 only. He remarked on 
the improbability of the correctness of the latter 
a of the report, because, he said, it was well | 

nown that bank capital had been used as profi- 
tably in Philadelphia as in any other town, and | 
the State banks, unaided by the deposites of the 
Government of the United States, had yielded so 
great a dividend as to make the stock of those 
banks worth from thirty-five to fifty per cent. 
which he edverted to in detail; and deduced 
from that circumstance the impossibility of the 
truth of the information, on which the report was 
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grounded. He therefore thougat it at least fai; 
to state the profits of the principal bank at the 
same which he believed the branch banks had 
honestly reported of themselves, and it would be 
found that after the deduction for losses (that 
probably never happened ) and contingencies never 
expected to take place, it would yield a net diy. 
idend on the institution of more than eleven per 
cent. per annum, instead of 8$, as had been re. 
ported by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
statements of the officers of the bank. 

Mr. L. said he would advert to other instances 
of attempts to deceive the Legislature of the Uni. 
ted States, discovered in the memorial of the 
stockholders of the bank or their agents. They 
had stated themselves entitled to an honorable 
claim on the patronage of the Government fo; 
several reasons. First, in having enriched the 
Treasury, by the share the Government subscribed 
to the stock. In answer to this, Mr. L. said, the 
Government composed originally a part of the 
company, that it had the right like other stock. 
holders to sell out; it would have been hard tw 
deprive it of that right, as it had no voice in the 
direction, like other stockholders had, but as it was 
a part of the ofiginal plan, no party to it hada 
right to complain. As well might the United 
States claim from individual stockholders a part 
of their profits when they may have sold their 
stock. But admitting Government made $650- 
000, as we are told, by its stock, and that the other 
stockholders may charge this item fairly; the 
Government can certainly offset it, by showing 
that the individual stockholders who held the six 
per cent. debt, as a part of the bank capital, hav: 
sold also at an advance, and out of the public 
made by their sales at least to this amount. 

Another honorable claim is said to be, in having 
loaned Government great sums of money. Mr 
L. said it might be true, and it wasalso true, they 
had received six per cent. for the loan, although 
a great part of the money loaned was actuall) 
borrowed by the bank in Holland, at a rate of in- 
terest probably less than four percent. This item 
of honorable claim then consisted in making about 
two per cent. clear money out of the Government: 
if this loan formed an honorable claim to the 
management of our money matters, France and 
Holland it was certain had much more honorable 
claims, as they loaned us money when our dis- 
tresses were much greater, without a pledge 0! 
anticipated revenue for reimburstment, as this 
bank has had. But the truth was, that any bani 
could, if it chose, loan to Government for muc! 
less than individuals, because in case of a pres 
for money the debts due from the Governmeni 
would always command specie in the marke! 
either by shiva or otherwise ; a bank coul 
therefore discount to individuals on the credit 0! 
the very debt which was due them by Govern 
ment at all times to the amount of one-half ol |! 
and would therefore lose nothing by loaning \ 
the United States at three per cent. 

Next it was said, the bank had enabled the Gov- 
ernment to collect its revenue. Mr. L. ridiculed 
this idea, and said that the State banks would 


j 
1 
i 








f the 
They 
rable 
t for 
| the 
ribed 
, the 
f the 
tock- 
rd to 
n the 
tL was 
lad a 
nited 
part 
their 
650. 
other 
; the 
wing 
1€ six 
have 
ublic 


Aving 

Mr. 
they 
ough 
ually 
of in- 
jem 
about 
nent; 
o the 
» and 
rable 
rT dis- 
ge 0! 
s this 
bank 
mucll 
press 
ment 
arket 
coul: 
dit 0! 
ern: 
of it 
ing to 
Gov- 


culed 
would 


1797 


Apnrit, 1810. 











very thankfully take this trouble, as well as many 
others, the United States Bank complained of, as 
very onerous. But last of all, the idea of the 
branch banks having been a charge to the insti- 
tution is least capable of being supported, after 
the report to the Senate of the third instant, by 
which it seems those banks have averaged a div- 
idend of more than thirteen per cent., while the 
principal bank had not given six per cent., ac- 
cording to their owa account. He said he had 
mentioned those things, only because they looked 
like attempts to impose on a Legislature they 
might presume to be ignorant of its rights. 

Mr. L. then said he would consider the question 
of continuing the United States Bank Company’s 
charter, on two grounds, principally— 

First, as to the necessity which existed for such 
a measure : 

Secondly, as to the policy, if no real necessity 
existed. 

And as to the first, he said it was easy to prove 
that as it respected the interests of the commu- 
nity at large, there was no necessity for it, but 
that a benefit would result from its immediate 
dissolution. From the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. it appeared they had $5,000,000 of 
specie in their vaults dead and taken out of cir- 
culation; for which they had, according to the 
report, given us a circulation in bank notes to the 
amount of $4,500,000. The public then had lost 
a circulation of $500,000, besides the exchange 
of specie for paper—$500,000 lay dead and buried 
in the vault of this bank ! 

The public, it is said, are under the necessity 
to renew this charter, because the amount of stock 
held by foreigners would immediately be sent to 
them in specie. Mr. L. controverted the correct- 
ness of this position, and said it was contrary to 
the known state of facts; that foreigners would 
not withdraw a capital from this country, where 
they could get six per cent. in our public debt for 
it, in order to carry it home, and get three or four 
per cent., which was the most to be got in Europe; 
they would not, because they could no longer get 
double as much as in Europe, refuse to take half 
as much more; and this they might do by buying 
the public debt, which was to be had at two per 
cent. above par; and their holding that would 
produce no danger of their exercising an influence 
in our commercial towns, but on the contrary a 
safety, as they would have a stake in the stability 
of our Government, without the power of man- 
aging our revenues. 

But, for argument sake, he would admit that 
foreigners might be guilty of the folly of losing so 
much, because they could not gain a great deal 
more, and endeavor to show, thatif they did, con- 
trary to the sense of their own interests, withdraw 
this capital, it would produce infinitely less evil 
to this country, than to continue their charter, 
even with its present capital :—$7,300.000 of the 
whole capital belonged to foreigners—$2,300,000 
of the whole capital consisted of public debt of 
six percent. Deduct thissum, say only one-fifth, 
would leave to be settled for in specie to the whole 
number of the stockholders $8,000,000. Three- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Bank of the United States. 


1798 
H. or R. 





fourths of this, or $6,000,000, belongs to foreigners. 
$5,000,000 of the whole capital they already have ; 
it lies in their vaults, dead. They could only 
wind up with an additional $3,000,000 of specie. 
Three-fourths of this $3,000,000 foreigners might 
withdraw, which is now in use in the country, 
to wit: the sum of $2,250,000; it was all the 
community could feel the loss of. But continue 
the bank, and according to the principles shown 
relative to actual net dividends, foreigners now 
get from us about $1,000,000 per annum, and ae- 
cording to the rate of dividend admitted by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, foreigners get from us 
8 3-8ths per cent. on three fourths or nearly, of 
$10,000,000, equal at least to the sum of about 
$630,000 per annum, by which in less than four 
years a larger amount in specie would be remitted 
in interest, than the specie capital now to be lost ; 
for the stockholders in Europe live upon the 
interest. As soon as the dividend is declared, it 
draws no more, and is remitted. Mr. L. said there 
never was a time when this country could spare 
the specie, if it was to be taken away, better than 
the present, and he hoped there never would be 
a time; for it was a known fact, that the or- 
ders of the belligerents had so narrowed commer- 
cial pursuits, that a very small sum was employed 
in that way, and immense quantities of specie 
were now in the country ; as a proof of it, he re- 
ferred the gentleman from South Carolina to his 
own State, in which a bank had lately been es- 
tablished, and in a few hours greatly over sub- 
scribed ; so too in Baltimore, where several had 
been established ; and in other mercantile towns 
of the United States. In addition to these proofs, 
the report from the Mint informed us, that in the 
last year near $1,000,000 had been coined, and 
bullion remained on hand more than they could 
work up. Another circumstance worthy of notice, 
to prove that our situation was easy, and that the 
little trade we had did yield a balance in our favor: 
our merchants are not in want of remittances ; 
bills of exchange on London are several per cent. 
below par. 

Mr. L. then adverted to the evils which were 
said to be likely to arise to individuals from the 
dissolution of the charter, and contended that 
they were not real, that much had been said in 
and out of doors to excite alarm on this subject. 
To prove them not real, take said Mr. L., the 
discounts at any one of the branches, or the mother 
bank. At Boston, for instance, the loans were to 
the amount of about $1,000,000 on a capital of 
$700,000. The agent of the bank has voluntarily 
stated, (being admitted at his own request before 
a committee, ) that the discounts of the bank were 
to the amount of three-fourths on real paper. Then 
in Boston $750,000 is discounted on bills, or notes 
given for value between merchant and merchant, 
for sales and purchases, which are always paid at 
maturity, but which the holders want the money 
sixty days before hand for. This business could 
as well be done, everybody knew, by private bank- 
ers, who would be very glad of it, or other banks 
always will givea preference to this sort of paper. 
It is no inconvenience to the moneyed interest to 
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discount this, as they are sure of their capital 
again in sixty days, or they can in the meantime 
turn it over, if occasion requires. 

There is left then $250,000 due from what is 
called the standing customers. It isa well known 
fact, that the United States Bank has, from the 
advantages the deposites of revenue has given 
them, had their choice of customers; and, give 
to any other bank in their vicinity their deposites, 
they will be very glad to take those customers 
off their hands, and to four times the amount of 
them, if necessary. 

New York has loaned on its capital to the great- 
est proportion in amount of any of the branches— 
on $1,800,000 it has loaned $4,175,000. This has 
been done, the report of the bank sanctioned by 
the Secretary of the Treasury to the contrary 
notwithstanding, onthe amount of deposites there, 
the immense deposites of revenue collected there ; 
give them to the State banks, they will accommo- 
date the constant customers very gladly to the 
amount of one-fourth as has been stated, or if ne- 
cessary, no doubt can be entertained, to the whole 
amount of the $4,000,000. 

So, said Mr. L., of the other branches in other 
towns; but taking the whole together, the debt to 
becontinued to individuals would still be reduced ; 
something was due by mortgage and bond; how 
much no one but the branch owners know, sup- 
posing one-fourth of the standing debt, which may 
be supposed after twenty years operation, and the 
whole sum with which individuals would require 
to be accommodated would be less then $3,000,- 
000 in all the banks. 

Having shown that there was no necessity, 
either of a public or private nature, which im- 
posed the continuance of the United States Bank’s 
charter, Mr. L. said he would endeavor to prove, 
that it would be highly impolitic and he believed 
dangerous to the safety of the country to do so. 

It wasa principle which the old charter claimed, 
and which was again to be recognised by the bill 
before the House, that the Government of the 
United Statesshould have no control, or even su- 
perintendence over the institution. He was one 
of those who thought this power ought in some 
degree to be reserved by Government, as their 
share in the contract, where it was of much mag- 
nitude and to operate so materially on the general 
interest, as well private as political, of the com- 
munity. It was true, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury had in his report seemed to suppose that the 
United States had a control over this institution, 
because it derived its charter from the National 
Legislature. He could not see the force of the 
observation, inasmuch as after the grant was made 
it was held independently, and he believed that 
the weekly returns of general accounts to the 
office of the Secretary, which was the only thing 
required to be done, by the bank officers, could 
afford but a feeble check upon their transactions; 
it might amuse a gentleman fond of looking over 
statements of that kind, but what use could be 
made of them? Or how was it ascertained they 
were correct? It had been proved, in the report 
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utterly fallacious, and could only lead to decep. 
tion—and where was the remedy? You cannot 
penetrate into the arcana, the hidden springs of 
the money engine. It would not perhaps be cor. 
rect that Government should have such an infly. 
ence in the conduct of a bank as to control jt; 
operations, but he believed it to be correct that 
Government should have a few directors, wio 
should operate at least as a check, and through 
the medium of whom some correct information 
might be got, when necessary, of the secret opp. 
rations of a secret tribunal. 

His next objection on the ground of policy was 
to foreigners holding stock at all ina bank which 
is used for national purposes, and which partic. 
ularly is contemplated to have the safe-keeping o 
the revenues of the country. According to this 
charter and the proposed bill, there was nothing 
to prevent foreigners from holding the whole 
of the stock, and indeed it was most certain, Mr, 
L. said, that foreigners would very soon become 
the sole stockholders. In March, 1809, they held 
nearly three-fourths. Since that time the United 
States Bank stock in London had been several 
per cent. above the American market price for 
the article. It was therefore a profitable remit 
tance, which he did not doubt had taken place at 
the time bills were high, and our produce subject 
to seizures in every European sea. The bill pro- 
posed the creation of 25,000 shares, nearly equal to 
$10,000,000, which could only be sold to a great 
profit in Europe, and there he supposed it would 
be sent fora market. Foreigners will then pos- 
sess in our country acapital of nearly $20,000,000, 
affording a circulation to three times the amount 
if they choose, which must influence every part 
of society. Nor would the United States be at all 
exempt from the injurious effects of this influence, 
from a false reliance on the discretion of her cit- 
izens. Those citizen directors would be elected 
by foreigners. King George the Third, or the Em- 
peror Bonaparte, may send their men, the osten- 
sible owners of the stock, who may easily find 
among the citizens of our Republic the friends 
and advocates of crowned heads. The former, it 
is said, already owns a considerable portion of 
this bank, and the latter should he ever design a 
vital injury to this country, could in no way s0 
successfully effectit,as by taking the management 
ofour money matters. To buy this engine would 
cost him 20 or $30,000,000—nothing to the man 
who has in his hands the resources of the conti- 
nent of Europe. If gentlemen’s fears, so often 
expressed on this floor, have not all been mere 
affectation, and intended to mislead us into dan- 
gerous alliances with England, let them reflect 
on this subject. 

Besides the political point of ruin, there was 
another in which the impolicy of permitting for- 
eigners to control such an engine among us Was 
glaring. Having the official power, and it being 
not improbable that foreigners might of necess!ly 
be compelled to exercise it, when all the stock 
shall have gone into foreign hands, they would 
easily manage to choose such a direction as would 


made on them of the third instant, that they were | give the accommodations from the bank in such 





800 


810, 
cep- 
DNnot 
zs of 
cor- 
nflu- 
l its 
that 
who 
ugh 
ition 
Ope- 


was 
hich 
rtic- 
ng of 
this 
hing 
hole 
Mr, 
‘ome 
held 
hited 
veral 
e for 
Mit 
ce at 
bject 
| pro- 
lal to 
great 
rould 
pos- 
1,000, 
\ount 
part 
at all 
ence, 
r cit 
ected 
Em- 
ysten- 
- find 
iends 
rer, it 
on of 
igna 
ay $0 
ment 
vould 
man 
sonti- 
often 
mere 
. dan- 
eflect 


> was 
g for- 
s was 
being 
essily 
stock 
vould 
would 
. such 


te 


ER ae DR AE DIA DOPE 


etniah re Ste 


1801 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1802 








0. Bunk of the United States. H. or R. 








_ oo = a eins a 





Aprit, 181 








a way as to favor and prevent any particular | 000, that although the establishment of the Na- 
course of trade, most beneficial to themselves and | tional Bank on proper principles was presumed 
injurious to the United States—and this inde- | to be necessary to the proper management of the 
pendently of the political favoritism which it is | finances, to grant an exclusive privilege of such 
said has already been pretty generally exercised. | an institution was unconstitutional—that the Con- 
In order to make himself better understood, Mr. | stitution had only authorized this kind of high pre- 


_ L. said he would suppose a case, and put it in such | rogative grant to the authors of useful inventions, 
- form as would not be repugnant to the feelings | thereby intending to foster genius, and not rivet 
of any one in the House. ‘Suppose Bonaparte | on the community the powers of a political or 


was to make the French a great commercial | corporate body. No one would pretend, thata 
nation; that they were to form connexions with | bank was of new invention. The Bank of North 
very many of our American merchants in our America was older than the United States Bank. 
own country, that the profits on their trade were | For the purposes of finances, it was not necessary 
to become identified, and their course of trade the | the right should be exclusive, but the contrary ; 
same; that other great French merchants, who | and very great safety as well as utility might be 


had not partners among us, should have their | found in competition. It was possible it might 


_ agents, not only to do their mercantile business, | h 
but also a sort of spies on our merchants as well | lishment of the bank, when its success might have 
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_ view, the renewal of the charter, pariicularly 


_ of authorizing twenty-five persons, under foreign 


States and citizens of it, and when the capital 


have been deemed necessary, on the first estab- 


as our Government. Could any man doubt what 
would bethe consequence of giving these foreign 
agents the encouragement of a specie fund of 
$20,000,000 ?—that it would have the direct effect 
of engrossing among them the principal means 
of carrying on our trade, and enabling them to 
cramp and destroy the American merchant, if 
such acharacter under such circumstances, would 
be found among us? 

In another, and still more alarming point of 


been supposed doubtful. It could not now be ad- 
vocated for that reason, or any other reconcilable 
with the principles of justice and common sense. 

But Mr. L. said he could not account for the 
monstrous proposition contained in this provision. 
The bank company were to be authorized to sell 
25,000 shares, equal to $10,000,000 more of cap- 
ital, for their own emolument. This would pro- 
bably be worth to them twice or thrice as much 
as they were to give for the renewal of the charter. 
They would, he presumed, be sold also to foreign- 
ers, and thus there would be introduced an addi- 
tional foreign bank capital, which would over- 
whelm all the little American institutions of the 
kind. Mr. L. said he was afraid he could not 
speak with temper on this subject; and asked if 
gentlemen thought it expedient to make this sale 
of their interests to foreigners. He could not 
deign to look at the paltry and inadequate consid- 
eration; but he believed that it would be better 
for the United States this moment to be com- 
pelled to engage ina seven years foreign war, 
than to consent to be subjugated in the manner 
this monstrous proposition would effect. 

By the next provision they were not to be com- 
pelled to loan to the United States more than 
$5,000,000, and a rate of interest seemed to be 
fixed for that, at six per cent.—for if the bank 
institutions of this kind, and they will not suffer | were unwilling to lend a cent, (the foreigners 
an intrusion so unreasonable, unless they parti- | might not like to aid our Government, particu- 
cipate in the advantages, and are made safe by | larly in times of difficulty) they need not do it, 
some share in the control. Virginia, in 1795, per- | unless we give them six per cent., and then not 
mitted the introduction of a branch, she has since | exceeding $5,000,000—when it is known to any 
banks of her own, some of which have smarted | man, whois capable of a moment’s reflection, that 
under the lash of this bank. Increase the power | a bank can always loan to Government for half 
of this foreign engine an hundred per cent. and ithe rate it can loan to an individual. At all 
Virginia would not consent to entertain it—he | events,a bank can loanto Government the amount 
hoped she would not. Mr. L. declared that he | of its capital, by partial calls, as the section pro- 
did not believe the stockholders in the United | vided, at a low rate of interest, as they have the 
States had any right to make a contract for a re- | greatest facility in their power of securing extra 
newal ; a general meeting could only exercise | funds—but most particularly a bank whose pa- 
powers within the grant of the charter—it required | per is receivable in all payments to Government. 
all,or atleast a majority,to make anew contract.| Mr. L. said he had but the moment the subject 

Mr. L. next adverted to the particular section | was called up had an opportunity of glancing at 
he had moved to strike out of the bill. He re-| the bill. as he had been necessarily and involun- 
marked, on the first provision, which proposed a | tarily absent for several days, and had rode acon- 
sale of this privilege to the United States Bank | siderable distance that merning to the House. 
company for twenty years, for the price of $1,250,- | He hoped he might have misapprehended the 


with an increased capital, was objectionable. It 
repeated the indecency committed on the States, 


influence, io send into them any portion of capital, 
under managers of their own delegation, without 
consulting the State authorities. This was bad 
enough when the stock was held by the United 


was only $10,000,000; but increase it to twenty 
or thirty millions, as may be contemplated, it will 
not be borne by the States. They ought, and will 
refuse admittance, to those foreign agents. Let 
it be remembered, that when the branches were 
admitted under the present charter, it was not 
only under the recommending circumstances be- 
fore mentioned, but it was a time when the States 
had no banks of theirown. They have all now 




















1803 
H. or R. 





mischief of the proviso. He proceeded to the 
next paragraph, and said he found some difficulty 
in understanding it, from reading it in his place. 
It contemplated a contract with this institution 
to have the deposites of our revenues, by agreeing 
to an interest of three per cent. when they exceeded 
a certain sum, and, if he understood the bill, there 
must be a sum of three millions in the bank for 
fourteen months before the United States would 
be entitled to draw any interest, and after they 
notify their intention to draw interest they must 
permit the whole of this sum to remain at least 
twelve months longer. These were hard terms, 
and nothing but an exclusive privilege would 
compel a submission to them, for the State banks 
would be glad to have our deposites on better 
terms. could we be left at liberty to offer them. 
Is it said, said Mr. L., that they should be assured 
of the use of our money for at Son two years and 
two months, should get at least eight, he believed 
eleven per cent. for it,and only give three ? But 
on more important grounds of consideration, can 
we submit that this institution shall, whether we 
will it or not, keep possession of our revenues for 
at least twelve months? Suppose in times of 
peace our revenues should accumulate to $50,- 
000,000 of deposites, Great Britain or Fraace 
takes occasion suddenly to declare war against 
us. Their subjects then have this sum at their 
command for twelve months, while we may sue 
for $5,000,000 or a loan of six per cent., and they 
have $50,000,000 of our money at three per cent., 
and before the twelve months expire, may pay us 
with the cannon it has bought for them. 

But the United States are also, if a future law 
can be obtained in this House for the purpose, to 
havea right to subscribe for blank shares! How 
complete is the delusion here intended by the 
agents of this bank. They go first into market 
with their ten millions of stock. If a law after- 
wards can be got, (and we know how difficult it 
is to geta law passed through both Houses on 
any subject) the United States may then go into 
market with their stock, provided they do not sell 
below a certain price, which at least may be pre- 
sumed twenty-five per cent. The bank company 
are alsoin market, and they can make the $1,250,- 
000 they give for an extension of their charter, if 
they sell their $10,000,000 at 123 per cent; if they 
sell at twenty-five per cent. they get $2,500,000, 
and gain in numero by the bill before us, the clear 
an of $1,250,000, instead of paying that sum 
‘or it. 

Mr. L. said nothing could be more partial than 
the provision with respect to the District of Co- 
lumbia ; reciprocity in contracts was a maxim of 
justice not to be dispensed with ; but this United 
States Bank, as it is falsely called, might intro- 
duce its branches into the district, and establish 
such a capital here as to destroy the banks already 
here, and carry its foreign influence into the very 
heart of our country. Can it be the design of 
gentlemen to destroy the growing prosperity of 
this place? Mr. L. called on the Western Rep- 
resentation and the Potomac interests to oppose 
the bill. He enlarged on the propriety of foster- 
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ing the interests of the district as a great means 
of preserving the Union, and promoting the cop- 
venience of the Government. 


Mr. L. further reraarked, that the observations 


he had made were under the pressure of extreme 
fatigue, and hoped the Committee would pardoy 
him for detaining them, as he had done it only 
from a sense of duty to his country’s interests. 
that on another day he should be better able, he 
hoped, to face the threatening danger ; for he was 
told, but he could not believe it, that a majority 
of the House had thought favorably of the bill . 
he declared it to be impossible !—and said, that 
of all the unwise acts of the most unwise Admip- 
istration of this country, none had ever equalled 
in madness and folly the present project. 


Mr. Tay cor said, it almost always happened, 


when gentlemen rose and prefaced their remarks 
with a declaration, that it was the first time they 
had read the bill under discussion, that they made 
mistakes ; and the allusion just now of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, to his, Mr, T.’s listlessness 
to his arguments, proceeded from the gentleman's 
having argued for half an hour on a blank in the 
bill. 
that he is now addressing a county court, and 


Does the gentleman suppose, said Mr. T., 


that the advantages of special pleading are to be 


allowed to him? All the debate which can take 


place, cannot change the vote of any members of 
the House. They have not been absent, like him, 
from the House, nor, like him, for the first time 
seen the bill to-day. 

Sir, lam nostockholder. I neither hold a share 
in the Bank of the United States, nor any bank 
in the United States. Iam of that class of the 
community by some called clodhoppers. For 
their-interests I stand up. I wish that the char- 
ter may be extended, and am desirous in that way 
to eaten the speculation now standing, like the 
pike, ready to snap atthe bait. I am an advocate 
for the interests of the honest yeomanry of this 
country. It is due to them and to this House 
that I should explain the motives on which I act; 
the grounds on which I proceed, in relation to 
one topic, which the gentleman forgot, but which 
he might find a fair excuse for in his own bill. | 
mean the constitutionality of the proposition {or 
erecting or continuing a bank atall. 

The Constitution of the United States has 
given to the Legislature of the United States cer- 
tain powers, amongst which is the power to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, 
and the power to borrow money on the credit ol 
the United States; and the concluding clause 0 
power, applicable to all the powers granted, gives 
power to make all laws necessary and proper {or 
carrying into execution the foregoing powers. 
As the gentleman himself admitted, and as we 
have been told from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, the highest authority in the nation on finan- 
cial affairs, thata banking institution is absolutely 
necessary for collecting and transferring the rev- 
enue of the United States, I am saved the trou 
ble of establishing the constitutionality of te 
Bank of the United States. He admits that one 
bank is necessary, and, because one is, two might 


hol 
the 
cay 
per 
me 
wh 
spe 
cor 
ital 
mu 


inf 
het 
nol 
cal 
the 


of. 
he) 
mi 





304 


—— 


810, 


—— 


Pans 
Con- 


ions 
eme 
‘don 
only 
Sts ; 
2, he 
Was 
rity 
dill ; 
that 
min- 


alled 


ned, 
arks 
they 
nade 
gen- 
sness 
1an’s 
n the 
Ne 
, and 
to be 
take 
rs of 
him, 
time 


share 
bank 
f the 

For 
char- 
| way 
e the 
ocate 
this 
louse 
fact; 
on to 
rhich 
ll I 


n for 


; has 
s cer: 
o lay 
cises, 
dit of 
ase of 
gives 
er {or 
wers. 
is we 
‘easur 
finan- 
lutely 
e rev- 
trou- 
yf the 
it one 
might 


A WR til MORESO tn dts thon oan eee 


1805 


Aprit, 1810. 
be established. I take the other end of the argu- 
ment, that a general bank is necessary for carry- 
ing on the fiscal concerns of the Government, and 
that Government is bound to incorporate an In-| 
stitution of that sort, under the words “ necessary | 
and proper.” If one Bank of the United States | 
is, for that purpose, necessary and proper, and | 
sufficient, all the power to be derived from that | 
article of the Constitution is exhausted, and we | 
cannot exercise it any further. Having obtained | 
such an institution as is necessary for the collec- 
tion of the revenue, you cannot by any power in 
the Constitution multiply institutions for the 
same purpose, as you will have one coming up to 
the definition of “ necessary and proper.” There- 
fore, when Congress shall have granted a charter 
to any one bank, I believe it would be incompe- 
tent in the Legislature to grant a charter to any 
other bank in the United States, under the excuse 
ot its being necessary and proper for the collec- 
tion of the revenue of the United States; because 
they will have exercised their power to the full 
extent. When they transcend it, I will join gen- 
tlemen, and say that we are treading on unconsti- 
tutional ground. It is from the necessity of the 
case that the monopoly arises. 

The impolicy of employing foreign capital has | 








been very much inveighed against. Does the 
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we are relieved at least from one bugbear. All 
Europe would be much obliged to us, too, I faney, 
if Bonaparte, either by himself or proxies, were 
to come here to speculate in bank stock, instead 
of busying himself with the affairs of Europe. 
All Europe would be glad to see him employed 
as a stock-jobber in the streets of Boston, or else- 
where. How are these Monarchs, by their agents, 
to rule the bank and work these wonders by it, 
when, by the original charter of the institution, it 
is required that stockholders, who are citizens of 
the United States, shall alone be eligible as bank 
directors ? Suppose, however, that foreign stock- 
holders had all this influence, and exerted it to 
gain the direction of the bank—if they continued 
the bank pursuant to the ordinary rules which 
every shop-keeper knows it ought to pursue; if 
the bank should pursue its own interest, it would, 
at the same time, pursue ours. The moment it 
was attempted to be made a political engine, that: 
moment the jealousy, which a free people feels, 
would at once withdraw custom from it. It would 
sink, Itis only by pursuing its own interest that 
this bank can flourish, I wish it in such hands 
that it will pursue its own interest. I can no 
more suppose that it will be made use of by for- 
eign influence to our injury, than that the credit 
given, of a year, and sometimes longer, to our 





gentleman recollect the case of a majority of | planters for stuffs, hoes, and working utensils, &c., 
planters in the Southern States—that they, from | operates to the injury of the country. Neither 
year to year, are in the constant habit of borrow- | would I give to the Government of the United 
ing foreign capital? They open accounts with | States any control over this institution. I would 
the merchant on the first day of January, and if | not put into the hands of one party or another, as 
they pay punctually, they pay them at the end of | it became rotten by its own sins, the power of 
the year. The merchant, if he acts wisely, adds | wielding such a moneyed engine as this. The 
to his profit the interest of the sum he owes over | jealousy of a freeman which would, in the gen- 
the water for his goods; and the planters pay | tleman from Virginia, be allayed by such a 
this “foreign tribute.” Has the country grown | course, would make me abhor giving the Govern- 
the poorer for it? Look back, sir, to the first set- ) ment the control over it. 1 then should stand up 
tlement of the country, and the value of every | a stickler for State rights and against measures 
acre of land which has been opened and cultivat- | tending to bring about a consolidation of the 
ed by theaid of this very foreign capital. It isa | Government of the United States. For that rea- 
new idea to me that we should thus start at the | son, as a Republican, Iam opposed to vesting the 
bugbear of foreign capital. I thought the coun- | Government with any indirect surreptitious power 
try was more flourishing, in proportion as you | of controlling the feelings of the people of the 
hold forth to foreigners an inducement to employ | United States for party purposes. I do not know 
their capital here. If we pay five per cent. for a} but what I may wish to see the present majority, 
capital on which we gain ten, fifteen, or twenty | if they degenerate as they may, entirely ghanged. 
per cent., it is a gain to the country. The argu- | I do not say such will be the case, but it might. 
ment of the gentleman is fallacious. Practice, | If it were. I wish not to have this engine operat- 
which is a better guide than any theoretical | ing against me. 
speculations, will show that the wealth of the} With respect to State rights, I believe it is more 
country has been increased from this foreign cap- | easily to be demonstrated, but of which I shall 
ital, from this bugbear, which the gentleman isso | not attempt the demonstration, that the States 
much alarmed at. | are constitutionally prohibited from erecting 
_ But, says the gentleman, there will bea foreign | banks in their own States, than this Government 
influence. George III may come over to reside | from erecting the bank we are now discussing. 
here, I suppose ; for, unless he were here. he could | I fancy these bank bills are but bills of credit, 
not vote. Sir, if the sky were to fall, we should | after all, which the Constitution expressly pro- 
eateh larks ; and that is not a more extreme case | hibits the State governments from issuing; but 
than the gentleman’s hypothesis. | as the States have, without even saying by your 
Mr. Love said he had supposed that the King | leave, sir, exerted this power, and Iam contented 
of Great Britain would send his agents to reside | that they should have it, 1 would let the usage or 
here, who, being ostensible owners of the stock. custom establish the law on the subject. In the 
might have the whole direction of the bank. | same manner, I am willing that the Government 
Mr. Tay or continued.—Then, it seems, that | of the United States, from the same usage, the 








1807 
H. or R. 








a <n SS ' 
same custom, the same acquiescence, in this Bank | The bank will have no advantage over other jp. 


of the United States, should have the advantage of 
the same sort of usage. I recollect well to have 
heard, in the first Administration of Wasnine- 
TON, that, under the treaty-making clause, the 
President construing the word “advice” to mean 
something more than mere consent, did actually 
go into the Senate for the purpose of making a 
treaty with McGillivray and the Indians; and, 
finding the thing so utterly impracticable, had to 
retire and do it by his deputy ; and, from the in- 
convenience of the thing, the word “advice” is 
practically erased from the Constitution. I do 
not find, even under the Republican Administra- 
tion of Mr. Jefferson, that it was attempted to re- 
duce the clause to practice. When the Senate 
give their consent now, they give their advice 
also; but their advice ic never asked before the 
treaty is finished. Sir, I could turn to cases, too, 
in which the Republican Administration have 
covenanted and agreed with this company for 
loans—with this company, which, if the doctrine 
now urged be correct, received a stolen charter, 
and with whom it would, in such case, be as dis- 
graceful to trade, as for a man to trade with a 
notorious receiver of stolen goods. Precedent is 
strong on this point. The State which the gen- 
tleman (Mr. Love) represents, has given strong 
proofs, that usage has weight with them. What 
have they done, which evinced it? In the year 
1795, when the interest on debts due to the State 
of Virginia amounted to but two per cent. a spe- 
cial law was passed by the State Legislature, 
authorizing this institution to receive six per 
cent. when others received but five. If that was 
not an acquiescence in it, Il know not what is. 
The State which I have the honor to represent 
(South Carolina) has not, to be sure, traded 
with the institution ; but every year, for the last 
six or seven, in the annual tax bill, the collectors 
have been directed to receive the tax in silver, or 
gold, or paper of the branch bank at Charleston, 
or their own bank. If this be not trading with 
them, it is an acquiescence in the value of the 
bills issued by that institution, and is, so far, a 
manifestation of the public sentiment. I dare 
say, if I had the statute laws of other States in 
the Unign, the same sort of acquiescence might 
be produced on record. Itis the case in the State 
of New York. 

On the subject of loans, sir, it was the policy of 
that very Republican Administration which that 
gentleman applauded, it will be the policy, I hope, 
of this Administration, not to obtain money on 
extensive loans; the idea of a public debt being 
a public blessing, seems to have been exploded ; 
and temporary loans are to be obtained only from 
moneyed institutions. Individuals loaning fora 
short time, and who are obliged to go into market 
to reinvest their stock, ask a greater premium for 
their, money. Practice has proved that banks can 
do otherwise. 

The argument of the gentleman that Govern- 
ment will be obliged to give six per centum for 


money, would tax him with a want of candor, if 


he had not said that he had but just read the bill. 
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dividuals in this respect, unless they make a loan 
for a shorter time, and on lower terms. The bij! 
fixes the maximum but not the minimum. It does 
not prevent the United States from borrowing 
money at five per cent., or three per cent., or ai 
the lowest rate at which money could be obtained 
across the Atlantic from a Dutch broker. The 
maximum was inserted to prevent foreigners 
from screwing the Government, and obtaining 
extravagant interest. We can only look to the 
bank for temporary loans. If Government shou 
ever be so sorely pressed as to require larger loans 
than five millions, it would be policy to make ey. 
tended terms, to reduce the interest. What will 
be the consequence of putting down this and re- 
fusing to establish any other similar institution ? 
When we want to borrow we must apply to the 
States for acts of their Legislatures to authorize 
their banks to lend money, and be thrown back 
into the state of the Congress under the Old Con- 
federation, when they called, and called again, 
and could not obtain a compliance with their re- 
quisitions. Loans for temporary accommodation 
only ought to be asked. 

The language and feelings of the State Legis. 
latures are brought into view, and an attempt is 
made to frighten the House with this sort of 
thunderclouds. They pass by, like the idle wind. 
They have noeffect on me. I will tell you where 
you will meet with the scowl of the State Le- 
gislatures—for they are not composed of moneyed 
capitalists, but of the honest yeomanry of the 
country. It would be, to issue exchequer bills, to 
send afloat another Yazoo bubble—to blow with 
a mighty wind the shocking flame of depravity, 
which has already caught in some parts of our 
country—I mean the spirit of speculation, which 
will diffuse itself from one end of the continent 
to the other in these exchequer bills, or these 
bank- bills to pass, after we put to death the pres- 
ent bank. This Phenix, which the gentlemanis 
to raise from the ashes of the defunct institution 
is to go forth—cut bono? That so much only 
shall be given for them by the moneyed capital- 
ist, as shall enable him to speculate on the unwa- 
ry. The six millions of profit will not accrue tw 
the United States, but the cormorants will gorge 
with it—the speculators from one end of the con- 
tinent to the other will reap the benefit. On the 
contrary, sir, the money to be received under this 
bill would go into the hands of the honest yeo- 
manry of this country; for, when it is in the 
Treasury, it isso much deducted from what they 
would otherwise have had to pay. When exche- 
quer bills are circulated, where at last do they go! 
After the cormorants and rooks have made the 
most of them, they travel across the Atlantic, 
and the people of the United States are not bene- 
fited but injured by them. The end of both 
schemes, is, according to the gentleman’s owt 
showing, that the stock and interest will go into 
the pockets of foreigners. Where, then, is the 
objection to the present plan, which would oo! 
equally apply tohis own? I cannot see it. 

Not only, sir, will the Government of the Unt 
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ted States, according to the usage of commercial | to last long. I look for a bright morning, when 
nations, make this company fairly and honestly | commercial nations shall cease to worry each 
pay the value of their charter, with the condi- | other, when commerce shall resume her wonted 
tions annexed, but there is a benefit given to the | activity, when the Treasury shall again boast its 
United States of drawing interest upon deposites | millions. When that time comes, how degrad- 
to a certain amount, which they had not under | ing will it be to the Government, which shall 
the old charter. Thereisalso an advantage giv-} not have anticipated such an event, and shall 
en to the United States of subscribing nine mil- have borrowed money at high interest for aterm 
lions of dollars, not more than once in any one | of eight, ten, or twenty years; when her coffers 
year; and, from the manner in which it is con- | shall be full, and she shall not be able to pay the 
ducted, and according to the report of the Secre- | public debts. It is all important that the Gov- 
tary of the Treasury, which must be correct, or | ernment should have the power to make short 
he is wanting in his duty, which no manin the | loans, and it can only be had by passing a bill to 
House suspects ; from each of those millions you | continue this institution in operation. All this 
subscribe you will receive, perhaps, as high a | talk about the immense quantity of bullion in 
profit as upon those bank shares which were sold | the United States, is, it appears to me, erroneous ; 
to Sir Francis Baring and Company, at 45 per | I believe it exists only in the gentleman's head. 
cent. advance, say, however, only 25 per centum, | With all my respect for the embargo, I will ob- 
which will make the profit on each million, two | serve that it was calculated, as we could not send 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. But, this is produce by land, and our merchants owed money 
too low a calculation. I believe shares will rise | over the water, to drain the country of specie. 
much higher—not from their real value—but I | It did so; and the stories we heard of barrels of 
will state candidly that I believe they will be sold | guineas going over the lines to Canada, are proof 
to foreigners, and that we shall get fifty per cent. | of it. Will gentlemen recollect, that, in Great 
on each share, and for each million, $500,000 ad- | Britain, gold sells 125 per cent. above par? That 
vance, which will be a total profit to the United | alone is an inducement to carry it there. Money 
States of $4,500,000, which, with $1.250,000, to | will go to the place where it can be most conve- 
be paid down, will be $5,750,000, equal to the | niently used. I consider it a good domestic 
promised bonus from the gentleman’s exchequer | guest ; if it could be kept here, I would not drive 
bills, without the bubble they would raise. If | it out of the country. In the days of our forefa- 
the plan, which I propose, be adopted, there will | thers, it has done so much good, that, out of grat- 
be no uproar and speculation throughout the | itude for former favors, I would not be for driving 
continent; the mercantile gentlemen will man- | it out of the country. I would not, by a refusal 
age it among themselves, and we clodhoppers | to renew the charter, weigh anchor to near seven 
shall not suffer from it. On the contrary, we shall | millions, or, according to the gentleman’s sus- 
feel the benefit of it in having saved us a contri- | picions, nearer ten millions of dollars. We want 
bution of six millions of dollars to the public | it here, and the anticipation of war is the greatest 
Treasury. {t will put down the spirit of specu- | argument in favor of keeping it here. It is all 
lation, and for that paramount reeson, if there idle, sir, to talk of the deleterious effects of bor- 
were no other, I would adopt it in preference to | rowing money from foreign countries, when we 
any other system. recollect that every planter, in the country where 
1 will state, and it is fair that I should do so,|I live, has grown rich by foreign capital; has 
that the committee have had a conference with | grown rich on land, which, without foreign cap- 
the agents of the Bank and with the Secretary | ital, he could not have cultivated, and which, in- 
of the Treasury. You have got, said the latter, | stead of five, has become by that means, worth 
the utmost extent of the bonus you ought to ex- | fifty dollars an acre. This foreign capital is the 
pect; and, at the same time, I believe, sir, | may | greatest stimulant the country has ever experi- 
say, that there is the utmost probability that if | enced. I believe the utility of employing foreign 
the bill passes with the provision contained in it, | capital in the United States, is the strongest 
or, with such reasonable modifications as may be | ground on which the institution can stand. 
made, it will be accepted. Theestablishmentor! I have done, sir; I have but incidentally touch- 
renewal of the bank will save you the necessity | ed the details of the bill, from being utterly unac- 
of borrowing the sum necessary to supply the | quainted with banking affairs ; and, never having 
deficitin the Treasury on disadvantageous terms; | owned a share in any bank, the insinuation of 
because you will be able to borrow it to be repaid | the gentleman from Virginia did not touch me. 
in as short a time as you please to ask. If we | Sir, the gentleman does not think it could affect 
wish not to create a national debt, it is all-im-| me; he did not think so when he uttered it; I 
portant that we should have it in our power to | never received accommodation of any bank fora 
borrow money for short periods, and on the low- |} cent. For my country I act, not for myself. 
est terms, both of which advantages wiil be af- Mr. Finpvey said he wished to offer a few ob- 
forded by this institution. Allowing that other | servations, that would apply both to the bill and 
banks had sufficient capital to answer the same | to the amendment, but was prevented by the mo- 
purpose, they could not do it without applying to } tion for the bill laying on the table, made by the 
the States for the purpose. In some of the char- | gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Love) which pre- 
ters, [ have seen an express provision against it.| cluded a reply to his arguments. [Mr. Lova 
Sir, I do not expect the present cloudy night is | withdrew his motion and Mr. F. proceeded. } 


H. or R. 
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When the Bank of the United States was in- | transactions of the United States, but, it is beliey- 
corporated, there were but few banks in the Uni- | ed, of all the State governments, are carried og 


ted States, and very little experience of the bank- | through the respective branches, as well as com. 
ing system was possessed, and such as had been | mercial transactions, and other moneyed nego- 


} 


acquired had given an unfavorable impression. tiations. Pennsylvania, formerly so much op- 


oS en i 


Towards the close of the war, in a time of great 

cuniary distress, Congress passed an ordinance 
incorporating the Bank of North America, but, 
knowing that this ordinance could not give it 
effect, they recommended the incorporation there- 
of to the respective State Legislatures. Penn- 
sylvania and Delaware only obeyed that recom- 
mendation. It was organized in Philadelphia, 
and, though the capital was small, it yielded es- 
sential relief to the Government. 


| posed to banks, has since that period incorporated 
'many, and for seventeen years has connected 
| banks with the Government, and conducts her 
| moneyed transactions by their assistance. This 
| much is offered with respect to the Constitu- 
tional authority of Congress to incorporate a 
| bank, because it is known that some members 
and many citizens still doubt of it. 
| Mr. BF. said, that from the ground on which 
| the gentleman just sat down, (Mr. Love) had 


The charter wasa complete monopoly ; it was | placed the question, it was rather indelicate to 
not limited in duration, and was vested with the | oppose his arguments. He had stated it to bea 
exclusive right of banking by the ordinance by | question between those who were the friends of 
which it was incorporated in the whole United | the country, and those who were not so. How- 
States, as far as that ordinance was obligatory. | ever, he had also said, before he sat down, that 
When the war was coneluded, a new company | he did not himself understand it, and also that 
was formed in Philadelphia for the purpose of | he believed many other members did not under- 
banking ; but when they applied to the Legisla-| stand it. To the truth of this, Mr. F. said, he 
ture for a charter of incorporation, the Bank of | did not object; but, however little he might un- 
North America claimed the exclusive right, and | derstand the subject of banking, he presumed that 
after being heard by counsel, the application of | he knew so much of it as to convince the gentle- 
the newly formed company was rejected, in con- | man that he was not supported in all he had as- 
sequence of which the next Legislature repealed | serted, and that some of his arguments were not 
the charter of the Bank of North America. Many | fairly deduced. 
thought it would have been better to have revised | The honorable gentleman, both on a former 
than to have repealed the charter, but the people | day and the present, has charged the directors of 
had been more powerfully impressed with some | the Bank of the United States with having acted 
incidental hardships that had resulted from the | unfairly, nay, even with fraud, that the records 
operations of the banking system, than with its | of their transactions are evidently fallacious, that 
advantages, not yet fully developed. That bank | they cannot be understood, that the Bank has 
was still kept alive by the charter from the State | produced much more than is accounted for by 
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of Delaware. The impression on the minds of 
the peopie of Pennsylvania at that time, and in 
several other States, was, that the banks were, if 
not a nuisance, at least dangerous, and of no use 
to Governmental operations. After two years, how- 
ever, the bank obtained a limited charter. 

In about four years after this, the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States was incorporated, and the act of incor- 
poration was powerfully opposed, on the ground 
that it wascontrary to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and it was supported on the opinion that 
it was not necessary for conducting the moneyed 
transactions of the Government in the best manner. 


the dividends, &c., that the Secretary’s report is 
| inconsistent and throws no sufficient light on the 
| subject. 

One proof he gives for the truth of this charge, 
is, that the branches at Boston, New York, &c., 
account for having gained ten or eleven per ceut. 
on the capital in their vaults, and that the mother 
bank had in her vaults a capital nearly equal to 
that in all the branches, about $4,500,000, and yet 
does not account for more than six per cent. or 
not so much; and he considers this circumstance 
as a demonstration that the mother bank at least 
has acted a fraudulent part by concealing her pro- 





It was admitted thatif it was necessary,it was con- 
tained in the powers vested in Congress to levy and | the subject, he would have taken it at least asa 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, and pay | strong presumption that the directors have acted 
the debts of the United States, to support armies, | honestly and correctly, for this is just the way it 
and in general, to provide for the common de- | must have been if it was honestly and wisely 
fence; because when a special power is given, | conducted. He has considered the bank and its 
it contains in it all powers necessary to carry it | branches as so many distinct banks, having their 
into effect, and because the Constitution express- | capital independent of each other. This seems 
ly vests Congress with all powers necessary and | to be the source of his mistake. The capitw! is 
proper to carry the given powers into effect. | one. It is the capital of the Bank of the United 
Therefore, the question of the Constitutionality | States. When the branch is established in any 
of the bank solely depends upon the question, | State, the Bank of the United States appoints the 
whether it is necessary and proper for conduct- | directors for the branch and vests so much cap- 
ing the moneyed operations of Government. So/| ital in it as will probably be thought necessary 
great a change has taken place on that subject | for the demand, aided by the credit of the great 
within twenty years past, that it is supposed that | firm. The bank itself is the great deposite or 
question is now settled. Not only the moneyed | reservoir which contains the capital and possesses 


fits; whereas, if the gentleman had understood 
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the credit by which the whole is supported. If Bank and the conduct of the directors, and it is to 
the negotiations of some branches whether on | be presumed they have done it and were satis- 
the East or South, necessarily extend to discounts, | fied. The Secretary of the Treasury has for the 
the mother bank must extend her credit, viz: | time being had authority by law to inspect the 
must authorize the branches to draw on the mo- | directors of the bank, and did do it, and obtained 
ther bank, as,if a run is made on them unexpect- | weekly returns of its situation—these, though of 
edly, she must do the same. Consequently, she | different political parties, were all men of cha- 
must always have sufficient capital in reserve | racter and talents, whose moral character has 
Seer Men E it sin decieseeotig aier| nn. Sesaamrgroeopbenad ve be nomen Heals 
extend her dise _ ‘ . : s st, 
would have justly merited such censure. If the | talents on this subject are admitted by all. Indeed 
honorable gentleman had understood this he|the gentleman from Virginia has not direetly 
would mn nee penny ime eon waat | ee his integrity, nee charged ee 
she wou ave been justly censurable for not | least with incompetency. isis certain that 
doing. he and all the former Secretaries must have been 
The buildings and conducting of the bank and | either incompetent, or dishonest, or both, if the 
its branches requires considerable expense. A | honorable gentleman’s assertions are correct. 
branch that produces no profit, butsometimes loss,} Mr. F’. assured the House that he was not, nor 
meq be as a 0H wm ooenne: up, - those | ever -_ been a rere et - 
that are productive. e gentlemen has pro-| received any accommodations from it, and be- 
duced none but such as are most productive. | lieved he never would; and judging from his sit- 
Others may be kept up at a considerable loss. If | uation and time of life he thought he was disin- 
such unfounded objections as those had been an- | terested, and could have no view but the public 
ticipated they might have been rebutted by facts, | good as far as he understood it. He had been 
with which he was not now prepared. One fact. | acquainted with many of the directors of that 
nasrenael Mr. F. — would offer een on —_ its nance and knew — 
taken from a similar institution. e Bank of | moral characters to have been unimpeachable, 
Pennsylvania, in which that State was largely in- | but by the law of its incorporation all the direc- 
5 
terested, had established a branch at Pittsburg, | tors had been changed ; one had been president 
which did much business. She receives in deposite | of the Bank of North America since its com- 
the money of the United States received for pub- | mencement, (which was the first bank in the 
- menene ers yh map A and dealers | — th — = ~ eee xe 
of the States on the Ohio, and in return gives | afterwards President of the Bank of the Unite 
drafts on the mother bank on such terms as are | States, and continued to preside over that insti- 
agreed on, (to the United States she makes no | tution, uatil he declined the honor and labor not 
charge;) she accepts of the draft of the Trea- | longsince. If the gentleman’s charges against the 
sury from this city, and discounts notes of a large | directors of that bank are well founded this ven- 
amount, yet has never received any capital sum | erable character (Thomas Willing) never, hereto- 
from the mother bank, but draws upon her credit. | fore, charged with dishonesty, must have been 
This answers every purpose in the situation of | dishonest in a higher degree than all the rest, 
that country, but the mother bank must always | because he had the superintendence of the Bank 
reserve sufficient surplus capital to answer the | of the United States and all its branches for the 
Pp Pp |! 
demand. These drafts are more valuable in that | longest period. 
country than specie. If we are to discredit these records and give 
In order to give credit to the gentleman’s as- | credit to charges of intentional fraud so long con- 
gs ‘ a , , 5 7 > 
es charge of fraud against the directors of | tinued, and so successfully carried on, we must 
the Bank of the United States, we must first | give up all confidence in moral integrity and 
believe other extraordinary things. We must | artificial checks. None can have a greater inter- 
believe not only that all the directors of the} est in seeking for moral integrity and talents, 
bank elected by the stockholders, on account of | then the stockholders have. It is their property 
their known talents and integrity, six of whom | that is at risk—none can have greater checks on 
have been changed annually, for near twenty | their conduct. Six directors, being stockholders, 
years, to have been dishonest, and chargeable | and going out every year, are very capable of un- 
with a breach of sacred trust, but that all the di- | derstanding the subject, and making a scrutiny 
rectors of the branch banks have been so also, | which every stockholder has aright todo. If 
as well as all the cashiers and tellers, who are | they conceal the profits of the bank, they do it to 
changeable at pleasure, and who have frequently | their own loss, a circumstance very hard to be- 
een changed, have united in the fraud, and while | lieve of moneyed institutions, whose sole object 
they robbed their employers were so honest to | is gain, for it must be admitted that the price of 
each other, that even after they have been re- | stock, is regulated by its productiveness in div- 
moved from their trust, or turned out of employ, | idends. In short, if the gentleman’s charges 











they have never to this day made the discovery. | against the bank directors, &c., are well founded, 
‘ay, we must believe what is still more extraor- | we can have no confidence in our revenue offi- 

dinary. We must believe that the stockholders, | cers, nor in any department to whom the receiv- 

frequently also changing, were fools. Each of | ing or paying money is entrusted. 

them had a right to inquire into the affairsof the | ‘The honorable gentleman is alarmed with the 
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dangers of foreign capital in the vaults of the 
bank, and the amount of the dividends annually 
drawn to Europe. He concluded with the im- 
pressive apprehension, that the day was not far 
distant, when France and the United States 
would be in friendship, that in that case, Napo- 
leon by his agents might purchase half the bank 
stock, and through that medium govern the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. F. said that the use of foreign capital had 
heretofore been of great advantage to the United 
States—that from the use and improvement of 
this, our own commercial capital had been cre- 
ated and our country improved. The gentle- 
man had introduced the opinion of Mr. Baring, 
and given, he believed, a just statement of his 
wealth and credibility. That same Mr. Baring 
had, if he recollected well, stated that the mer- 
chants of the United States were always indebted 
to the British merchants and manufacturers, up- 
wards of twelve millions sterling, for which they 
had a credit of eighteen months, and on which 
they sometimes acquired double the amount in 
trade before the capital was paid. Why did not 
gentlemen consider this foreign capital as dan- 
gerous to the United States, which, if the maxim 
is true, that the borrower is servant to the loaner, 
it certainly is? For this capital our own citi- 
zens are under obligations to foreigners ; for the 
stock subscribed for by foreigners in the bank, 
they are under obligations to us. How has it 
happened that this much more extensive amount, 
and much more influential use of foreign capital, 
has wholly escaped the honorable gentleman’s 
observation? For his own part, Mr. F. said, he 
believed that foreign capital had been of use to 
the improvement of this country, and much more 
safely in the form of bank stock than otherwise. 
In the present state of the world, however, circum- 
stances had ina few years greatly changed. He 
would not be alarmed to see Napoleon being the 
purchaser of the half, or even of the whole of the 
stock of the Bank of the United States, as he 
could have no vote in the direction of it. This 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Bank of the United States. 





— 








others will be made to replace them. On these 
they can calculate with certainty, and discount 
accordingly. But this is not the case, at least, in 
as high a degree with revenue deposites. The 
quarterly payments of the public debt may indeed 
be calculated on with tolerable certainty ; bu 
this is not the case with numerous other demands 
on the public revenue, to meet which there must 
be always a sufficient amount ready on demand. 
The deposites of the public revenue, no doubt, 
enable the bank to extend its discounts to a cer- 
tain degree; but by no means to the degree that 
is alleged ; besides, even permanent deposites are 
no further of use to a bank than discounts are in 
demand. At present banks are so numerous as 
to be able to grant discounts on all good paper. 
| And a bank, with a small capital, is more pro- 
ductive in proportion to the capital than a large 
one ; but they are not so safe depositaries for the 
public revenue, and cannot assist the Govern- 
ment in the case of sudden energencies. 

The honorable gentleman considers the dan- 
gers supposed to result from the sudden stopping 
of the Bank of the United States as mere bug. 
bears, artfully promoted to influence the question, 
and says he has heard much of them out of doors, 
He assures us, that the State banks, and abund- 
ant private capital in the country, are fully equal 
to the crisis, so much so, that no such effects will 
be felt as is pretended. 

Mr. F. said, he was of a very different opinion. 
Even in countries where private capital and bank 
stock was much more abundant than in this 
country, where the greatest difficulty was to find 
profitable employment for money,»drawing 4 
much less sum out of circulation than the stock 
of the Bank of the United States, was the cause 
of incalculable distress. From England, from 
which we had learned, and still might learn, 
much respecting money negotiations, many ex- 
amples to this purpose might be produced. He 
| would only mention one, In seventeen hundred 
and ninety-three, while the National Bank of 


when the deposites will be withdrawn, and when 
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would be the best security we could possibly have | England was in full credit, and issued specie on 
for reimbursement of the spoliations committed | demand, some of the usual channels of trade being 
by his orders. Foreigners having no vote in the | stopped by the war, several private banks and com- 
choice of directors, the stock is wholly in our | mercial houses stopped payment. So much being 





own power. They can even now purchase up 
all the stock of any State bank, if they please. 
It is for sale in the market. Sequestration of 
enemies’ property is a just retaliation for depre- 
dations on the ocean, but ought to be the last re- 
sori. Commercial debts are hard to discover; 
commercial honor conceals them ; but bank stock 
cannot be concealed—therefore, the sequestration 
of bank stock is the best security we could have 
in Our power to Operate against our greatest ene- 
my, even if that should be Bonaparte. 

There is also a mistake about the value of the 
deposites in the bank ; its value arises more from 
its certainty than from its amount. No bank 
will venture to discount on deposites that may 
be withdrawn the next day. The bank direc- 
tors know the course of business in which their 
commercial customers are engaged; they know 


withdrawn from the usual channels of circula- 
| tion, spread distress over the whole nation, and 
its effects were felt in this country, and through- 
out the commercial world. The pressure was 
too great fur even the Bank of England to relieve 
it. A general bankruptcy was so much appre- 
hended, that Government was under the necessity 
of interposing, and issued five millions to be lent 
on the credit of deposites of merchantable goods, 
and on moderate interest. Half this sum, however, 
supplied the vacuum of the circulating medium, 
and retrieved credit and confidence; the other 
half never was called for. This instance is se- 
lected, because it is believed to be within the 
knowledge and recollection of every one who 
even read newspapers seventeen years ago. 
He said, that if the paper in circulation on the 
credit of the ten million of dollars of bank stock, 
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wassuddenly drawn outof circulation, the distress 
occasioned thereby would be incalculable. All 
the aid that State or private banks could give, 
would not prevent it; they would be distressed 
themselves, and many of them stop. The demand 
for discounts in specie would be greater than 
could be supplied; and demands for discounts, 
even if satisfied with paper, that paper would 
immediately be returned, and specie demanded, 
and must be paid, or else the bank on which the 
demand is made must stop business. The whole 
ten millions must be raised in specie; the paper 
of other banks, as negotiable paper, will not do 
at least for the $7,500,000, that is to return to Eu. 
rope; it is presumed, this is too great a demand 
of specie to be suddenly supplied ; besides these 
evils, it would lower the price of produce from 
Georgia to New Hampshire, and occasion numer- 
ous bankruptcies, and would even affect our cre- 
dit, by disabling the merchants to pay the landed 
debt, and obliging such as possess funded stock 
to send it to the market when there would be 
few to purchase. Mr. F. said he was as con- 
fident that such would be the consequences of 
suddenly withdrawing the stock of the Bank of 
the United States, as he could be of any causes 
producing their natural effects. These conse- 
quences could only be lessened by the assistance 
or moderation of the stockholders. He mention- 
ed an instance within his own knowledge, which, 
though comparatively small, applied to the case. 
A number of French royalists who took refuge in 
Philadelphia, being in expectation of a counter 
revolution, would not vest their money in bank 
or public stock, but had it lent on broker inter- 
est, at one per cent. a month: it had before been 
two percent. Inthe meantime Congress brought 
forward the alien law, and the emigrants, not 
knowing who would be sent out of the country ; 
suddenly, under that law, called in their money 
which, notwithstanding the assistance of the 
Bank, soon raised the broker’s interest from one 
to four per cent. a month. 
For these reasons, and others that might be 
mentioned, he was in favor of the general princi- 
les of the bill, and against the amendment. He 
ad intended not to detain the House long, there- 
fore would not discuss the details of the bill. He 
supposed they might be very much improved, in 
the passage of the bill, by improving the details. 
The Committee now rose, reported progress, 
and were refused leave to sit again. 








Sarurpay, April 14. 


A motion was made by Mr. Ruea, of Tennes- 
see, that the House do now adjourn; and the 
question being taken thereon, it was determined 
in the negative—yeas 5, nays 69. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of Gerge Armroyd and Company, which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Monday next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
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statement of the amount of moneys due from in- 
dividuals on the first days of January, 1807 and 
1810, on account of the purchase of public lands; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Ne son, from the committee appointed on 
the 10th instant, presented a bill supplementary 
to an act entitled “An act more effectually to 
provide for the organization of the militia of the 
District of Columbia ;” which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

An engrossed bill providing for the sale of cer- 
tain landsgn the Indiana Territory, and for other 
purposes, Was read the third time, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
authorizing the discharge of John Kerr from his 
imprisonment;” and the same, being read, were 
concurred in by the House. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act fixing 
the compensation of public Ministers, and of Con- 
suls residing on the coast of Barbary.” 

Ordered, That the third reading of the said bill 
be postponed until Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the Society of La Trappe ;” anda 
bill, entitled “An act to erect a light-house at the 
entrance of Scituate harbor, a stone column on a 
spit of land at the entrance into Boston harbor, 
and a beacon on Beach Point, near Plymouth 
harbor, in the State of Massachusetts; a light- 
house at the entrance of Bayou St. John, into 
Lake Pontchartrain; and two lights on Lake 
Erie ;” to which bills they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 


POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House took up for consideration the mes- 
sage from the Senate, stating their recession from 
all those amendments but one to the bill regu- 
lating the Post Office Establishment, which were 
disagreed to by the House. 

The amendment made by the Senate, disagreed 
to by the House of Representatives, and now in- 
sisted on by the Senate, is to insert in the follow- 
ing section the words in italics: 

“That if any person other than the Postmaster 
General, or his deputies, or persons by them employed, 
shall be concerned in setting up or maintaining any 
foot or horse post, stage wagon, other stage or sleigh, 
on any established post road, or from one post town to 
another post town, on any road adjacent or parallel 
to an established post road, or any packet boat, or 
other vessel, to ply regularly from one place to another, 
between which a regular communication, by water, 
shall be established by the United States, and shall 
receive any letter or packet other than newspapers, 
&c., shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of 
fifty dollars.” 

The effect of the amendment is to permit pack- 
ets to carry letters from one post town to an- 
other; and, as it was contended, to prevent the 
Geheral Post Office from establishing water mails 
on advantageous terms, by admitting the compe- 
tition of these private conveyances. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Rusa, of Tennes- 
see, to insist on their disagreement to the amend- 
ment. The subject was warmly debated. The 
House determined to insist—yeas 53, nays 45, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, 
Robert Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Mat- 
thew Clay, Jas. Cochran, James Cox, Richard Cutts, 
Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Bar- 
zillai Gannett, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Thomas R. Gold, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Ma- 
rion, Sam’! McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, Bhos. Moore, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Saml. 
Shaw, John Smilie, John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, 
Charles Turner, jr., Robert Weakley, Robert White- 
hill, James Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Naxs—Burwell Bassett, James Breckenridge, John 
Brown, John Campbell, Epaphroditus Champion, John 
Clopton, William Crawford, John Davenport, jr., John 
Dawson, William Ely, James Emott, John W. Eppes, 
Gideon Gardner, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, Jonathan H. Hubbard, Richard Jack- 
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year, and applicable to the expenses, amount 

$12,500,000. 

The expenses of the present year, at present ay. 
thorized, amount to, for the civil 


department - - - - = $1,500,009 
Forthedebt - - - = = 8,000,009 
Military and Naval Establishments - 6,037,00) 
Total - - = = = = $15,537,000 
Deduct cash and bonds above stated —12,500,00) 
Deficiency for the year 1810 - - $3,037,000 





This deficiency, the amount of which will de. 
pead on the amount of the proposed reduction o; 
expenses, must be supplied by loan. This state ¢; 
the Treasury was anticipated by the Secretary 
who recommended, two years since, an increase 
of duties. At the second session of the tenth 
Congress, a law passed for increasing the dutie; 
fifty per cent. The importations during that 
year produced $8,000,000, on which fifty per ceni. 
would have yielded $4,000,000, one sailloon more 
than the present deficit. While, however, the 
expenditures on account of the Military and Na. 


son, jr., Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Edward | yal Establishments during the last three years 


St. Loe Livermore, Vincent Matthews, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, Alexander McKim, Wm. Milnor, John Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Benjamin Pickman, 
jun., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Josiah Quincy, John Ran- 
dolph, John Roane, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, Geo. Smith, Benjamin Tallmadge, Ja- 
bez Upham, Nicholas Van Dyke, Archibald Van Horn, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, and Ezekiel Whitman. 

On motion it was agreed that a conference 
with the Senate be asked on the subject; and a 
committee was appointed on the part of the 
House. 

ADDITIONAL REVENUE. 


The House in Committee of the Whole, on the 
bill to impose additional duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported from foreign ports. 
To this committee, also, had been referred a reso- 
lution for reducing the Army and Navy of the 
United States. 

The first section of the bill being read by the 
Chairman, 

Mr. Eppes said that he would avail himself of 
the present opportunity to state the reasons which 
induced the Committee of Ways and Means to 


recommend an increase of duties, and the amount | 
In | 


to which that increase ought to be carried. 
examining the receipts into the Treasury, it will 
be found that the aggregate receipts during the 
last three years have amounted to $37,057,373, 
making an average receipt for each year of $12,- 
500,000. The aggregate expenses during the 
same period have amounted to $43,174,324, ma- 
king an average expenditure of $14 291,441 for 
each year; making a difference between the an- 


have been increased so as to produce an average 
| expenditure of $5,024,774, which is more thay 
| double of the average expenditure for those ob- 
| jects during the last seven years, viz: $2,500,000 
| no additional revenue has been provided to mee 
| these extraordinary expenditures. If a reduction 
of $3,000,000 should now be made in the militar 
and naval expenses, in conformity to the sugges- 
| tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, the actua 
| saving during the present year would not excee: 


| one-half of that sum, viz: $1,500,000. 


'One quarter, already expired, consumes one. 
| fourth of the three millions, viz: - $750,()0 
| To this, add expenses in the War De- 
| partment, which cannot, during the 

present year, be reduced, viz: for 
| ordnance, $200,000; arsenals and 
| armories, $283,000 ; Indian Depart- 
| ment, $146,000, making - -  - 
|Rating, in addition to this, advances 
| to officers and soldiers discharged, at 





629,00 


121,00 


| It would make a deduction from the 
$3,000,000 of - - - © - $1,500,00 


So that the actual saving at present by re 
| ducing three million dollars would not be mor 
| than $1,500,000 for the present year. 


| ration of commerce. 





ay ENT NEL WSS Sa 


The repor' 
of the Secretary of the Treasury was predicate¢ 
'on a reduction at the commencement of the pres 
|ent session of Congress, and, also, on the resto 
Taking, therefore, the ac 
‘tual saving by reduction at $1,500,000, as above 
| stated, and adding $1,000,000 which the Secre- 





nual receipts and annual expenditures during the | tary of the Treasury estimates as necessary ata 
last three years of $2,038,948. The cash and | times to be in the Treasury, it would leave to ' 
bonds which will be received during the present | provided for the present year $2,500.000. If no 
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reduction in the present establishments should 
be made, the sum for actual deficiency would be 
$3,000,000, as stated in the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to which, adding $1,000,000 
asa sum necessary to remain in the Treasury, it 
would make the whole sum to be provided $4,- 
000,000. This deficiency, whether $2,500,000 or 
$4,000,000, must be supplied by loan, as a very 
small portion of the sum produced by additional 
duties would come into the Treasury during the 
present year. For the present year, the revenue 
from imposts will probably not exceed that of the 
last year, viz: $8,000,000, and rating the other 
sources of revenue the same as last year, viz: at 
$1,000,000, the whole receipts of this year may 
be stated at $9,000,000. Rating the expenses for 
1811 at $10,000,000, and deducting the receipts 
for this year, viz: $9,000,000, it would leave for 
the next year a deficiency of $1,000,000, to which 
adding $1,000,000 to remain in the Treasury, the 
deficiency for 1811 will be $2,000,000. In rating, 
however, the expenses of 1811 at $10,000,000 
only, the Military and Naval Establishmens are 
put down at $2,500,000, and the payment on ac- 
count of the public debt at $5,960,000, viz: $4,- 
100,000 for interest on the public debt, including 
the reimbursement on the six per cent. and de- 
ferred stocks, and $1,860,000 for the reimburse- 
ment of the converted six per cent. stock. If a 
reduction in the Army and Navy to the amount 





' stated by the Secretary of the Treasury, viz: 


$3,000,000 only, should be made, the expenses of 


_ the year 1811 would be $10,537,000, and leave a 


deficiency of $2,537,000 exclusive of the interest 
on the amount of the loan authorized during the 
present year. Krom this statement it appears 
that the annual expenditures during the last three 
_ have exceeded the annual receipts into the 

reasury $2,038,940. That estimating the ex- 
penses of the next zane at the lowest possible 
grade, and allowing for a reduction of $,3,000,000 
in the Navy and Army, there will be a deficiency, 
including $1,000,000 to remain in the Treasury, 
of $2,537,000. That the revenue of a country in 
time of peace ought to equal its expenditures, is 
a position that cannot be denied. The only ques- 
tion, therefore, seems to be, to what amount 
ought the revenue to be increased? Taking the 
deficiency of the present year, or the probable 
deficiency of the next, it would appear that an 
additional revenue to the amount of $3,000,000 
ought to be provided, whether the present estab- 
lishments shall be reduced or not. It is believed 
that an additional duty of five pertent. on ad va- 
lorem articles. and of thirty-three and a third per 
cent. on articles paying specific duties, will prob- 
ably produce $3,000,000. In order to ascertain 
the amount which will be produced by the addi- 
tional duties proposed, 1 will test it on the aver- 
age imports for seven years, for three years, and 
on the imports for 1809, and the probable imports 
of 1810. 

The whole amount of ad valorem articles on 
which duties have been collected from 1802 to 
1808, including those two years, and making a 
period of seven years, may be stated as follows: 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





Additional Revenue. 


1822 
H. or R. 





Articles at twelve-and-a-half per 








cent. - - - - - $203,945.366 

Articles at fifteen percent. - - 50,515,256 

Articles at twenty percent. - 2,849,175 
ee ee ee 


~ $257,309,791 


Average for seven years $36,758,542, which at 
five per cent. is $1,837,927. 

The duties actually collected, exclusive of ex- 
portation and drawback, and on specific articles 
during the same period, may be stated as follows: 





Spirit - - - - = $17,205,480 
Sugar - - - - - 11,152,847 
Wines” - - re - 4,900,140 
Teas - - - - - 5,183,965 
Coffee’ - - . : - 4,299,599 
Molasses - - - - - 2,564,427 
All other articles - - - 4,712,834 

Total - - - = $49,909,292 











Average for seven years, $7,129,898, which at thir- 
ty-three-and-a-third per cent. makes $2,376,632 








Add duty on specific articles -  - 1,837,927 
$4,214,559 

Deduct average expense for collection 
and for duties refunded - - - 546,142 





Which gives for the amount produced 
by five per cent. on ad valorem arti- 
cles, and thirty-three-and-a-third per 
cent. on the average for specific for 
seven years, the sum of - - - $3.668,427 


The same taken on the average cf three years, 
viz: 1806, 1807, 1808, would produce, on ad 


valorem articles - - * - $1.862,626 
On specific : - eye - 2,723,241 
$4,585,867 


Deduct for average amount of duties 





refunded and expense of collection - 546,427 
Which gives for the amount of the 

new duties on the average of three 

yeats - - walang 


- $4,039,440 


During the first seven years of this period, the 
average revenue exceeded $13,000,000. During 
the three last, it exceeded $14,000,000, which is 
greatly above what we can calculate on during 
the present, or probably succeeding years. Taken 
on the year 1808, 

Articles at twelve-and a half per cent. produce 


$17,983,125 
Articles at fifteen per cent. - - 2,622,478 
Articles at twenty - - - - 66,647 





$20,672,250 








Which at five per cent. is $1,033,612. 
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ported in very small quantities. The duties on 
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Specific articles for 1808. 








































et * : > . - $1,333,473 | brandies during the years 1803, 1804. and 1805, 
ae pg MUS Tae sare ae exceeded annually $2,000,000, and $398,000 were 
Wines - + = = = 400,448 | produced by the duty on gin in 1805. Mr. E. 
Teas - ‘ . . . - 973.153 | then moved to fill the first blank with five per 
Coffee ee - + = 1,554,774 | cent., and said he should move to fill the second 
ese rae 322.803 | blank with thirty-three-and-a-third per cent, 

All other articles - + + 841.687 Mr. Ranvotpu said that this was a very unex. 
seit pected discussion to him, and he thought it would 





$7,645,827 | be more regular for the Committee, before the 
—=—— _| undertook to make provision for a deficit in the 
Which at thirty-three-and-a-third per receipts, thoroughly and distinctly to understand 
CE. gg. im $2,548,642 | the amount of that deficit. As well as he could 
Duty on specific articles,add - ~- 1,033,612 | understand the gentleman who had Just sat down, 
————— | part of his statement was bottomed upon the 
$3,582,254 | SUpposition of the reduction in the Army and 
Deduct for duties refunded and ex- ye! a he went on to show exu'e reduction 
BMMION 2, 228 Sig ore In the Army to a certain extent would not meet 
Penee of collection _—, the present defalcation. That, Mr. R. said, he 
Amount of the proposed duties on was willing to admit. But how were the Com- 
the imports of 1808 - = = $3,036,122 | mittee to ascertain, before ae up the pro- 
——— position, to what extent the House was willing 
to continue the reduction? How could it fairly 
be inferred that the Committee would stop short 
Ck at this sum of three millions mentioned 
y the Secretary of the Treasury in his report, 
and repeated by the gentleman from Virginia? 
Mr. R. said he was indeed willing to allow that 
the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had made out one part of this case—he 
was willing to agree, that calamitous as is the 
state of the financial affairs of this country, they 
were even more calamitously situated than gen- 
tlemen who had not turned their attention par- 
ticularly to them could have supposed ; and that 
this retrenchment to the extent of three millions, 
recommended in December last, not having been 
then made, one complete quarter atleast not only 
of additional expense but (if he might express 
himself in that language) of subtractional revenue 
having since passed, it would become necessary 
most unquestionably to carry the reduction be- 








It will be seen from this Statement that the 
amount of specific duties for 1808, exceeds the 
average amount of the same duties during the 
last seven years, exportation having been pre- 
vented by the embargo and non-intereourse. 
The duty, for instance, on sugar in 1808, pro- 
duced $2,219,489, double what it Was in any pre- 
ceding year, except 1806. The duty on coffee, 
also, produced $1,554,774, which is three times 
the average duty for seven years, 

he Treasury returns for 1809 not being in, 
we do not know the exact amount of articles im- 
ported. Taking the duties at $8,000,000, as stated 
partly on estimate by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and allowing the ordinary proportion for ad 
valorem and specific articles, and the additional 
duties proposed would yield $2,666,000. 

For the year 1810 we cannot calculate that the 
importation of articles paying ad valorem duties 
will exceed, after deductions, $20,000,000, whieh 


yond the point mentioned by the Secretary of 

= a meee $6 aes nea as ~ $1,000,000 | the Treasury, or to make Provision to meet that 
pecific duties $6, at thirty- b . R. said it w t his intention at 
three-and-a-third per cent. - - 2,000,000 mar A cited tena Re ention s 


this moment to enter into a discussion of that 
question, but to propose to the Committee to lay 
this bill on the table and take up the resolution 
for the reduction of the Army and Navy. When 
the question was decided, they would be better 
able to tell to what extent it was proper to lay 
duties to meet the deficit in the revenue. 

Mr. Prrxin hoped that the motion would pre- 
vail, because, Certainly, as had been stated by the 
It may be supposed that the estimate for the | Secretary of the Treasury at the commencement 

importations for 1810 is too low. It must, how- | of the session, provided there was a reduction in 
ever, be recollected that one-quarter of the year | the Army and Navy there would be no necessity 
has expired; that the state of uncertainty in | for any additional duties at all. The only differ- 
which the merchants have been placed as to the ence in the state of things now and that which 
renewal of intercourse, must materially affect the | existed at the time of making that statement, was, 
Ss ring importations; that the increase of our man- that still greater expense had been incurred in 
ulactures will lessen the demand for many arti-|the interval. It was certainly of infinite import- 
cles, particularly those paying ad valorem duties ; | ance to know whether the present Army and the 
that the duty on specific articles will be reduced | present Naval Establishment were to be kept up, 
by the exclusion of gin and of brandy, which and whether, for the purpose of maintaining them, 
can only, in the present state of the world, be im- 4 additional taxes were to be laid. He wished the 


—_oooO 


$3,000,000 
Deduct for duties refunded and ex- 


pense of collection - * + §46,000 
Amount of the new duties on the prob- 
able importsof 1810 - . . $2,454,000 
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question of reduction first to be decided ; for if 
these establishments were kept up, he said it was 
very clear that we should have not only loans 
but taxes to provide for. 

The motion to lay the bill on the table was lost, | 
51 to 41. 

Mr. Ranvotpu observed that he could not say 
that he admired this sweeping mode of taxing the 
people of this country, and he put it to the Com- 
mittee whether they would at this time, when 
there was scarcely a quorum in their seats, lay a 
tax? Why did they go into a Committee of the 
Whole? He presumed for the purpose of thor- 
oughly discussing any matter, more particularly 
a proposition which went to increase the burdens 
of the people. He therefore moved that the 
Committee rise. He had wished for some time 
past to have this subject called up and discussed, 
but he had thought it due to the House that notice 
should be given of it. He said he should be wil- 
ling to meet iton Monday. Mr. R. further ob- 
served that a recurrence to the Journals would 
show that the House had lately done business in 
avery extraordinary manner. A few days ago, 
said he, we were on a bill from the Committee of 
Foreign Relations. This was a matter of great 
national concern. A member on my right moved 
an important amendment to it, and the Committee 
rose. The next day, instead of finding ourselves 
upon that subject, we got upon some other. It 
would seem as if it was a standing rule or order 
of the House never to act on any one subject two 
days successively. Can it be supposed, sir, that 
any man who thinks at all can bring a mind to 
this assembly prepared for anything whieh is 
possibly to arise? Figure to yourself a court of 
justice, instead of having a docket, on which the 
suits are regularly entered, to take up one cause, 
try ita little, and then take up another, till they had 
commenced three or four, and then go back again 
to the first. Are there any lawyers in the world 
can bring their minds into court in a situation to 
try the fractional part of three or four causes, the 
first point of which they had probably discussed 
four or five weeks ago? With notice they might 
do it, but not without. Let the Committee ask 
themselves whether they are prepared to discuss 
this bill. Every man who brought here a mind | 
made up for the discussion of the points before 
you will vote against my motion. I had not the 
most distant conception that the subject would | 
come up to-day. Ido not believe that this is a 
peculiar case, but that it is the case of many 
| members of the Committee. Really, the manner 
in which we do business in this House is such as 
is calculated to stupify the strongest understand- 
ing in the world. No one subject is fixed fora 
particular time and then debated and decided ; 
but, with an apathy and levity unexampled, we 
go on as it were pell-mell with every thing at 
once. 

Mr. Epres said he thought it proper to state 
that when the order of the day was originally 
fixed, he had given the gentleman notice of the 
day, when he should call it up. I was on that 
day, said Mr. E., unfortunately confined by sick- 
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ness. From the time I have been able to come 
to the House I have called daily for the bill, 
which has been long reported to the House. 
Every gentleman must have had an opportunity 
of forming an opinion whether he will increase 
the duties or not. Iam about to leave this place, 
and should have left it before now but for this bill, 
which I wish to have acted on before [ go. I 
wish a decision of the question, beeause, if it be 
now postponed, it may make a difference of a 
great part of the Spring importations. The post- 
ponement of the bill for but a short time may 
make a great difference in the amount of revenue. 

Mr. LiverMore said this appeared to him to be 
a subject on which the House could not proceed 
with too much deliberation. This (Saturday) 
was a day on which gentlemen did not usually 
attend with punctuality. It was of importance 
that there should be a full expression of the opin- 
ion of this House on the subject. Gentlemen 
could not wish to carry such a question by a bare 
majority. Possibly a vote might be taken to-day, 
the House being thin, which would be reversed 
next week. For his own part, Mr. L. said, he 
wanted more time to deliberate. The discussion 
of the bill had been delayed so long that he 
thought the subject had been given up. He said 
he wished gentlemen to consider whether it was 
of importance to press a decision at this time. He 
thought it could be demonstrated that it was a 
very injurious mode of attempting at this time 
to raise a revenue. Gentlemen seemed to think 
that they had only to say it and it was done. 
Now, he was of opinion that so far from increas- 
ing,it might and probably would diminish our 
revenue. He was astonished, however, that gen- 
tlemen should press a decision at this moment, 
and hoped the Committee would rise. 

Mr. Ruea hoped the subject would not be post- 
poned. Many gentlemen had obtained leave of 
absence after Monday next, whose opinions he 
wished to hear on this subject, among whom he 
believed was the gentleman from Massachusetts 
lastup. Mr. R. said he wished to have the ben- 
efit of his valuable information on the subject. 

Mr. PrrKin said it would be well recollected, that 
at the instance of a gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Bacon) a resolution had been passed at the 
last session calling upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury for an account of the various manu- 
factures of the United States, with a view of as- 
certaining whether it would be proper to give 
any encouragement to manufactures, and whether 
it would be proper to lay additional duties for 
that purpose. Now this report had not yet been 
received, though he understood it was to come. 
If it should, he presumed no person in the House, 
however desirous to encourage domestic manu- 
factures, would do it in any other manner than 
by specific duties. Ought not the House, then, 
he asked, betore they laid duties, to ascertain 
what articles we could manufacture, and make 
some discrimination between articles which we 
can manufacture, and which we cannot? He 
said he was not one of those who would dis- 
courage manufactures, but he did not wish to 
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pass laws to encourage them without knowing 
anything about them. 

Mr. Lyon said it was impossible for any per- 
son with a mind like his to follow gentlemen in 
their projects for raising revenue. On one day 
he heard that the revenue was not wanted, because 
they were about to reduce the Army and Navy; 
another day that they were to get money by the 
bank, and another day that it was to be procured 
by loan. He said he had no objection to raising 
revenue, but he did not want to be hurried into 
itin this way. The duties laid on imports, said 
he, come out of the people’s pockets at last. This 
we all understand. And what need is there to 
be in such extreme hurry? 1am very sorry that 
we cannot have the company of the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Eppes) any longer. I esteem 
his knowledge—but I wish he bad introduced 
the subject more particularly heretofore. 1 wish 
gentlemen would recollect that they can never 
take back such taxes. I wish them to remember 
that this will be a permanent addition to the 
mode of raising revenue. Mr. L. wished the 
tariff of duties to be revised, and a selection 
to be made of such articles as were susceptible 
of higher duties. He wished to go into the mat- 
ter understandingly, and not to be hurried into 
it. He said he understood this subject at least 
as well as one half of the gentlemen who were 
now so willing to act on it; but he was entirely 
unable to act understandingly on it, for he was 
not prepared for it, as he had thought, with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that the project 
had gone to sleep. 

The Committee refused to rise, 60 to 40. 

The question recurring on filling the first bank 
with “five per cent.,” 

Mr. Quincy moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill. He said that in making this 
motion it was not his intention to delay or em- 
barrass the Committee; but to bring before them 
the distinct inquiry which it seemed to him they 
ought to make before they proceeded further— 
and that was, whether there was a necessity for 
laying the duties proposed by the bill. It would 
have been extremely gratifying to him, if time 
had been allowed for the investigation of this 
subject. It appeared to him, he said, that con- 
siderations might be adduced to this House of a 
nature which would make the expediency of such 
a measure extremely questionable; but, inasmuch 
as it was thought necessary to enter upon it now, 
he asked leave of the Committee to state one ob- 
jection, which to his mind was most strong and 
forcible; and that was, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the official organ of the Government, 
had not assumed to himself the responsibility of 
recommending an increase of duties. It seemed 
to be taken for granted by the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means that he had; but 
if his reports were examined, the reverse would 
be found to be the fact. On the contrary, his 
reports, taken according to their true meaning 
and examined with reference to decide critically 
what he intended to recommend, Mr. Q. said it 
would be found, did not recommend an augmen- 


tation of the revenue in the situation in whic) 
the United States now stood. 

Further, he said he could show that these tax,; 
were not necessary before the time within which 
Congress would again constitutionally assembj¢. 
and within which it would be in their power t 
supply the deficiency, if any existed, in the very 
mode in which the Secretary of the Treasury 
recommended, and which was the only recom. 
mendation which he did make. 

Mr. Q. entered into a long and critical exami. 
nation of the report lately made by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, with reference to his former re. 
ports; from which he drew the conclusion tha 
the Secretary of the Treasury had only reco. 
mended loans in the event of a war existing or in 
contemplation. 

To my mind, said he, the instant you pass this 
bill, if it occasion any clamor in the community, 
any popular discontent, the Secretary of tie 
Treasury has nothing todo but to refer to his 
own reports and tell the people his recommends. 
tion was directly the reverse of the course which 
was pursued, and you cannot attach to the Sec. 
retary of the Treasury, from all these report 
taken together, any recommendation of an in- 
crease of duties. It appears to me, so far from 
recommending an augmentation of the existing 
duties, the Secretary of the Treasury has relieved 
himself from the responsibility of recommending 
it by a recommendation directly the reverse. — 

or is this tax necessary. It is certainly not 
necessary for the present year. If the proposition 
made concurrent with this be adopted, so far as 
relates to 1810, a loan of four millions will te 
sufficient to answer all the purposes of the next 
year. I ask, then, whether this Committee is pre- 
pared to augment the duties for one year—to at- 
tempt to increase the revenue by a course of pol- 
icy so uncertain? I should not object to aug- 
ment the present duties, if there appeared to 
be any intelligence on the subject of taxation. 
if it was not done in this sweeping way; but 
to augment the duties without recommendation 
appears to me to be sporting with the interests of 
the people, and doing an act wholly unnecessary 
and not required by existing circumstances. 

The question on striking out the first section 
of the bill was lost—51 to 33. 

Mr. Ranvourw again moved to lay the bill 01 
the table. 

Mr. Macon thought that the present discussion 
was putting the cart before the horse. If the 
Army and Navy were reduced, it would not 
necessary to lay the tax. Nothing was cleare! 
than that, if a tax was to be laid, it should not le 
greater than was necessary. If the tax was laid 
before the question on the reduction of the Army 
and Navy was decided on, it must be laid to mee! 
the full amount of the expenditure of the Army 
and Navy. He said, he very much doubted whe- 
ther there was any necessity for any tax at all.!! 
the Army and Navy were reduced. If the Army 
was disbanded and the Navy sold, we should not, 
perhaps, want half a million—not a million and 
a half on the outside. That might be obtained 
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by loans payable at a short date. If the Navy 
were now reduced the expenditure of the three 
quarters of the present year would be saved. One 
quarter of the year had already expired, and the 
wisest man in the nation could not tell of what 
use the Army and Navy had been during that 
quarter. He supposed it might be kept up to look 
at. You must, said Mr. M., get clear of the navy 
yards. If you donot put them down, unques- 
tionably, they will put you down. How isit with 
the Army? Has it been employed to more ad- 
vantage? Its situation is too melancholy to be 
spoken of; and, if anything could disgust the 
people of the territory we acquired some years 
since, it must be the management of that Army ; 
for, however much they hear of our good Gov- 
ernment, after such a specimen, they must have 
a despicable opinion of it, indeed. The question 


of reducing these establishmentsshould be decided | 


before we lay a tax. There are difficulties in 
getting clear of a tax. Lay a tax once, and you 
directly unite in support of it every man who has 
a connexion who is a collector of taxes, except in 
large towns where the perquisite is limited. In 
other towns, the higher the tax the higher are 
the perquisites of the collector, and you unite all 
his connexions in support of the tax. I hope, sir, 
that we shall put the horse before the cart, and 
decide whether we will not make a reduction in 
our expenses. I will not raise a tax of a cent to 
support the present plan. I have no hesitation 
in saying, that I shall feel bound to vote down the 
additional force of six thousand men, whenever 
the subject shall come before us, I voted for it; 
but found that then, as now, we talk a great deal 
about war, and do nothing. 

Mr. TaLtMapGE said that when the question 
of increasing the duties had been submitted to 
the House, it was, indeed, a distinct proposition ; 
but when the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH) had submitted a proposition for the re- 
duction of the Army and Navy, what could pos- 
sibly have been his view, and that of the mem- 
bers of the House, in directing that proposition 
to be referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole to whom the bill for laying additional du- 
ties had been committed, unless that should be 
discussed prior to the decision on the latter bill ? 
Was there any gentleman on this floor who would 
say that he meant, first, to decide on the bill for 
laying additional duties, and then to reduce our 
expenses? The determination on the proposition 
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was not wanted for anything else. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had said, in his reports, and 
made no difficulty in saying, in conversation, that, 
if Congress were to put down the newly-raised 
levies, additional duties were not wanting. Was 
it not, then, highly necessary, before a tax was 
laid, to determine whether revenue were want- 
ing? If the expenditures for the Army and ne | 
were not lowered, Mr. T. said, he would go all 
proper lengths to raise money to meet the ex- 
penditure. 

The motion to lay the bill on the table was 
negatived—55 to 51. 

The question recurred on Mr. Epres’s motion 
to fill the blank with five per cent. 

Mr. Ranvoupu said, he had but a very few 
remarks to make on this subject; but it was im- 
possible that he could make those few with any 
satisfaction to the Committee or to himself. He 
was somewhat in doubt whether, on this im- 
portant question, it would not be better to assent 
to the procedure, for which an anxiety so restless 
was displayed, to decide this question, in the first 
place, and afterwards to discuss it. If that was 
the course which the Committee chose the sub- 
ject should take, it was not for him to interrupt 
them. Am [ at liberty, sir, to proceed ? 

The Speaker said, that the gentleman from 
| Virginia was certainly in order. 

But, sir, said Mr. RANDOLPu, there are circum- 
| stances under which it is, perhaps, not within the 
| compass of human powers—certainly not within 
| mine—to address even a legislative assembly. 
| [Order having been established in the Commit- 
| tee, Mr. R. went on. ] 

I understood, sir, said he, the gentleman who 
| brought forward this proposition to bottom his tax 
| upon the basis of defraying the war loans which 
| he is about to negotiate, and, in this view of the 
| case, I certainly cannot concur with my friend 

from North Carolina. I think the cart has not 
| been put before the horse, but that it is expedient, 
and I wish it was deemed so on all other occa- 
sions, to provide the ways and means, before we 
incur a debt, or at least paying the interest of that 
debt. I understood—though there were so many 
supposititious cases put, that I could not tell pre- 
| cisely the amount at which this tax was esti- 
| mated—that it is not calculated to go beyond two 
| and a half, certainly not beyond three, millions 
| of dollars ; and, for the purpose of ascertaining 
| this point, I asked a private explanation of the 





to reduce the Army and Navy, would materially | gentleman proposing to lay the taxes. Now, sir, 
affect the question of the propriety of increasing | one of the plainest propositions ever submitted to 
the duties. To his astonishment, Mr. T. said, he | a legislative assembly is before this Committee 
had seen the question once decided, by the Com- | and the nation. It is, whether we will assent to 
mittee, not to lay this bill on the table. It looked | an additional annual burden of from two and a 
very much as if the gentlemen were disposed, at | half to three millions of dollars for the purpose 


all events, to carry the question as proposed by 
the gentleman from Virginia, let the Army and 
Navy be reduced or not. Indeed, if the House 
were determined to raise the ad valorem duties 
five per cent., and the specific duties thirty-three 
and one-third per cent., on the present amount, 


| of defraying the expense of our Military and Na- 
val Establishments at their present extent, or re- 
duce those establishments? We are, indeed, 
brought to a most calamitous situation, if, with- 
out embargo, or non-intercourse, or war, without 
either of these three great national blessings, we 


he did not know but the Army and Navy might | are to be driven to the necessity of laying an an- 
as well consume it as anything else. The revenue / nual tax to the amount of three millions to de- 
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fray the interest of loans necessary to carry on 
our Peace Establishment. If this be the condi- 
tion to which this unce proud and flourishing na- 
tion has been reduced, heed is a deep and deadly 
sin to be answered for somewhere, and by some- 
body. The whole of the argument which I shall 
offer on this subject is comprised in a simple piece 
of paper, in the hands of every gentleman in the 
Committee—an account of the gross annual 
amount of expenditure in relation to our Military 
and Naval Establishments, from 1789to 1809. The 
Committee will recollect that, a few days ago—it 
was not my fault it was done so late, I could not 
get the floor—I submitted a resolution calling on 
the Treasury Department for an account of the 
annual receipts into the Treasury of the United 
States. It is not now on the table, nor have I 
been able to make it out from the documents in 
the Clerk’s office, because I have not been able to 
obtain any of the annual reports further back than 
about the year 1801 or 1802. That statement 
would have been of material value in determin- 
ing the question now before the Committee. If 
we have it not, we must get along with this sub- 
ject with such crippled means as are left in our 
power. I find from Gallatin’s View of the Fi- 
nances, that the receipts up to the first day of 
January, 1796, were forty-four millions and some 
odd thousands. There, then, remains to be ac- 
counted for the receipts of two years of General 
Wasuineton’s Administration, (1796 and 1797,) 
which, taken at an average, may be fairly calcu- 
lated at fourteen millions, perhaps not so much. 
This will bring the gross receipts of General 
Wasaineton’s Administration to fifty-eight mil- 
lions; a sum which, I will venture to say, it did 
not exceed. I find, by the statement which I hold 
in my hand, that the whole expenditures in rela- 
tion to the Army and Navy, up to the end of the 
year 1797, are $11,257,000; and I will beg leave 
to explain to the Committee why I take up to 
the end of the year 1797, and do not stop at the 
third of March in that year. Although his suc- 
cessor came in on the fourth of March, all the 
appropriations for that year were made under the 
last Congress of Wasuineton’s Administration, 
and he ought to be answerable for the expenses, 
since they were not only incurred, but defrayed 
by him. What was the revenue during Mr. 
Adams’s Administration I have not ascertained 
accurately, and I have not put it inestimate. To 
get at it was one of the objects of my application 
to the Treasury Department—there is such a 
dreadful dilapidation in the official documents of 
this House that I find nothing further back than 
somewhere about the year 1800. The receipts dur- 
ing the Administration of WasuincTon were 
fifty-eight millions, and the expenditures for the 
Army and Navy were eleven and aquarter. The 
expenditure of Mr. Adams, for the same objects, was 
eighteen millions. The expenditure, for the first 
four years of the Administration of Mr. Jefferson, 
was eight millions six hundred thousand; and 
of the last four years, sixteen millions four hun- 
dred and forty-three thousand dollars; making a 
total of twenty-five millions expended under his 
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Administration for the Army and Navy. Novy. 
with regard to the receipts—from a Treasury 
statement made in 1805 or 1806, I discover that 
from the first of April, 1801, (three days afte, 
the induction of Mr. Jefferson into office,) up to 


the 30th of March, 1805, comprising the firs, | 
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term of his Administration, he received fifty mil. 


lions six hundred and sixty-seven thousand dol. | 


lars ; some of the items of these fifty millions I wij} 
beg leave to state. Exclusive of the great article 
of customs, common to all Administrations, the 
amount of receipts from which quarter was $45. 
174,000, during the same period there was re. 
ceived from public lands $1,032,000, from the 
Post Office $133,000, from internal taxes $1,700. 
000, from the direct tax (yes, sir, from the direct 
tax) $673,000, from the sale of bank shares §|. 
287,000, and from the sale of public ships (a par 
of this very Navy which has since cost so much) 
$380,000 ; and yet, sir, wonderful to relate, it 
would seem that the cost of the Navy had been 
in the inverse ratio to the force ‘and public ser. 
vice of that Navy. In proportion as it had been 
useless, in proportion as it had been reduced— 
and that may perhaps, though I hope it will not, 
weigh with some members against a farther reduc- 
tion of it, lest it should prove still more expensive 
—in proportion as it has been inefficient, so has it 
been costly. But, not to detain the Committee 
or get out of the track in which I wish to keep, 
the receipts of the first four years of Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s Administration were $50,667,000, and the 
expenses of the Army and Navy only $8,600- 
000. The receipts of the ensuing four years, as 
nearly as I can ascertain them, were $68,000,(00; 
and the expenditure for the Army and Navy 
$16,000,000. If any man will take the trouble, 
in dividing this estimate of expenditure, not only 
to distinguish the Administration of Mr. Adams 
from that of General WasuHincTon on the one 
hand, and that of Mr. Jefferson on the other, bu 
also to contradistinguish the first four years of 
Mr. Jefferson’s government from the succeeding 
four years, he will discover that the contrast be- 
tween the first four years of Mr. Jefferson and 
the four of Mr. Adams is not greater than the 
contrast between the last four years of Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s Administration, and the first four. Try! 
by whatever test you please, this will be the re- 
sult; and this, now that the transactions are over, 
now that the doings and workings of that day 
are gone by, and their effects presented in broai 
and legible characters, this difference may ac- 
count, with men who think sometimes, for tha‘ 
division, for that schism, as it is termed, among 
the Republican party of this country, which re- 
lates to the first and second part of the Adminis 
tration of the late President of the United States. 
This argument is in figures, and figures which 
cannot be disputed. In other arguments there 


may be some defect in the soundness of the prem- 


ises, or in the deduction drawn from them ; but, 
in an argument like that which I hold in my hand, 
there can be no difference of opinion—it speaks, 
not only to the judgment, but to the senses. _ 
There is another view of this subject. The first 
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/) so did the other rise; and, instead of a revenue of 





' penditure of two, he left us with a revenue of siz 
- millions, and a military and naval expenditure of 
\ five. And, sir, for whose benefit? It will be seen, 


i 
¢ 
) seven hundred thousand dollars; and that it was 
| greater than any year’s revenue, except that of the 
1806—the difference between them was very 
sii 


i that time drawn from commerce, at the very time 
4 
i 


| inastate more productive and flourishing than 
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four years of Mr. Jefferson’s Administration were | will perceive—but, fortunately for us, at that time 
not more distinguished by the flourishing state of | we were not quite so wise as we‘are now—that 
the revenue on the one hand, than by the eco- | the year 1802 produced a defalcation in our rev- 
nomical administration of iton the other. We had | enue of nearly two millions, while, in the year 
then to boast of a vast amount of public debt re- | 1803, our receipts immediately increased to eleven 
duced, and of millions in our Treasury ; but when | millions; and, in the year 1804, had increased 
we come to the last year there is a dreadful fall- | nearly three millions of dollars. The cause is 
ing off, indeed. In proportion as the public ex- | stated in the Treasury report, from which I ex- 
penditure has been lavish, so have the public | tract this statement. It is, that the defaleation 
receipts been seanty and insufficient. The two | from twelve to ten millions was to be ascribed to 
things run, as it were, in a perfect parallel. It| the only year of peace which Europe had known 
has been well observed by a great master of hu- | for many years; and the subsequent increase to 


























t man nature, speaking of the dilapidation of a eleven and a half and thirteen and a half, in the 


reat estate in a few years, that it is inconceivable | two succeeding years, was to be ascribed to two 
ow debts and expenditures go on increasing | facts; the recommencement of the war in Eu- 
when persons become careless, or desperate, as | rope and the preservation, on our part, of our 
their circumstances become embarrassed. The | neutral attitude. Well, sir, what then was es- 
same rule holds good as to political estates, and | timate, opinion, conjecture, was mere prophecy, 
the observation is verified in the history of our | is now history; and nothing remains for us but 
olitical life. 1 find that, in the first year of the | toresumeand preserve that neutral attitude which, 
ast Administration, the revenue was twelve mil-|the very year we took measures for guarding 
lions, and the expenditure on the Army and Navy | against such an influx of money into our Trea- 


) two millions. I find that Mr. Jefferson went out | sury, produced a revenue of $16,700,000 to this 
/ of office and left a revenue of $6,900,000, and the | country. ; as 
+ expenses of the Army and Navy, excluding the; There is, sir, a sort of comparative political 


Indian department, amounted to $5,773,000; that, | anatomy, the study of which will not be found 
when he came into office he found a revenue six | unprofitable. You find, on the accession of Mr. 
times as great as the expenses of the Army and | Adams to office, that the military and naval ex- 
Navy, and that, when he went out, he left the | penditure sprung up from $1,300,000 to $3,300,- 
expenses of the Army and Navy almost equal to | 000; you find that it went on in progressive in- 
the revenue! Not merely because the expense of | crease to near six millions annually; but, sir, 
the Army and Navy was more, but because the | when it was found that this prodigality would be 
revenue was less,—but not merely because the | endured no longer by the people, any more than 
revenue was less, but because the expenditure of | the taxes and loans which were resorted to, to 
the Army and Navy was more. As the one fell, | support it, then that old gentleman attempted 
something likea retreat; then he begana systemof 
retrenchment; but, unfortunately for him, he began 
too late. He lost his seat at the helm; and those 
who succeeded him, on the ground of opposition 
to the taxes which he laid, received. as will be 
perceived from the statement which IL have copied 
from the Treasury report, out of those resources, 
taking into calculation the bank shares sold, near- 
ly five millions of dollars. We find, too, by re- 
curring to this statement, that the most expensive 
year of Mr. Adams’s Administration, as it related 
to the Army and Navy, cost us $5,900,000 ; that 
the most expensive year of the late Administra- 
tion cost us $5,700,000—I allude now to the year 
1809—and if any gentleman object to taking that 
year, inasmuch as the present President of the 
United States came into office on the 4th of 
March, 1809, the answer is ready—that all the 
expenses of that year were incurred, and voted by 
his predecessor—and, in corroboration of this 
statement, the House will find that the retrench- 
ment in the expenses of the Army and Navy made 
in 1801, appears in the expenditure of the succeed- 
ing year, 1802, because it was impossible that the 
measure could be felt sooner than the year after 
it was adopted. So, we find that the Naval Es- 
tablishment which, in the last year of Mr. Adams’s 
with individuals, in consequence of our extrav-| Administration cost two millions, in the first of 
agance, we have come to shame—to want—to | Mr. Jefferson’s did not cost one. Let us sup- 
going to jail, almost, if the nation could be sent | pose that all your Administrations had been 
there. It is a curious circumstance, as the House | equally economical with the first ; let us suppose 


twelve millions, with a military and naval ex- 


| too, by a recurrence to these documents, that the 
revenue of the year 1807 was sixteen millions 


ttle; and consequently, for all our revenue was at 


_ when we entered upon the system which has re- 
_ duced our revenue to ten and then to six millions 
and a half annually, commerce must have been 


_ had been known from the commencement of the 
_ Federal Government. These are facts. The 
- duties on imports and tonnage could not continue 
to grow without the growth of that commerce on 
which they were levied. At the very moment, 
then, that the revenue from our commerce had 
grown from twelve to seventeen millions, that 
was the moment in which it was deemed advis- 
able to destroy that commerce, and the revenue 
that depended upon it, to go into a wide waste of 
military and naval expense; and with nations as 


ee eee eee 
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that the military intrusted to the charge of Gen- 
eral Wasuincron had not a long cruel, bloody, 
Indian war, to carry on; that, like the army of 
the last President, it had nothing more to contend 
with than the musquitoes of the Mississippi—let 
us suppose that the Navy of Mr. Adams, reduced 
by our sales (I say our, for I claim a part in the 
transactions of the first four years of Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s Administration,) had not to scour our seas 
of privateers and pirates; that our ships had not 
ap epemy to cope with; that, instead of being 
all in commission, they were laid up in ordinary ; 
that, instead of having the Insurgente and Ber- 
ceau to encounter, they had only to repose in the 
mud of the Eastern branch; let us suppose all 
this, and that the Army and Navy, subsequently 
to the year 1801, were as actively engaged as 
prior to the year 1801. I will ask any member 
of the Committee to tell, if he can, what benefit 
we have derived from either; or what good the 
nation have received from them? What have 
we got to show for our money, for twenty-five 
taillions, which have been spent under the last 
Administration on those objects? It is true that, 
under the Administration of General Wasutnc- 
TON, Our country sustained one of the most sin- 
gular and bloody defeats that the same body, or 
any body, of men ever met with from a numerous, 
well organized, and most desperate foe ; and yet, 
sir, it would be difficult to establish the fact, what- 
ever might then have been the public sentiment 
of gloom and despondency, that the loss of that 
army on that occasion, or of any other army 
whatsoever, surpassed the loss which ours has 
lately sustained in time of profound peace! The 
victory of Canne itself was not so bloody, in pro- 

rtion to numbers ; and, if the alligators of the 
Mississippi have not been able to fill themselves 
with golden rings from the slain, it is only because 
we have not the same number of golden knights. 
Twenty-five millions of dollars! Well might 
my friend from North Carolina say that, if these 
establishments are not put down, they will put 
down those who support them. And why shall 
we not doit? I should like to have some reason 
amen’ why we should not get back to the good 
old Republican gronnd. Why should we perse- 
vere, with this statement staring us in the face, 
in plunging deeper into loans and taxes? Does 
any man believe that this annual expenditure 
cannot be reduced, not only so as to meet the 
sum which this tax is estimated to yield, of two 
and a half millions, but even more? I want to 
know what duty the Army of the United States 
have now to perform that could not have been 
performed by the Army of the United States in 
any one of the first four years of Mr. Jefferson’s 
Administration, when the annual cost was not a- 
million ; and, in fact, the last of those four years it 
was only $700,000; and yet did we not derive as 
much substantial benefit from it, when it cost not 
more than $700,000, as now, when it costs three 
millions ? 

I therefore, sir, considering the proposition to 
fill the blank as involving the continuation of the 
present Military and Naval Establishments, shall 









































interest ? 


Navy. 


1800, it wi 


increased $9,462,264: 


Foreign Debt. 
French debt, including 


Spanish debt do. - 
Dutch debt do. s 


Foreign Officers. 
Principal - - - 
Arrearages of interest - 


Domestic Debt. 
Principal as funded ori- 
ginally - - - 
Deduct payment of lands 
sold to Pennsylvania - 


Value of paper money 
funded at 100 for one 
Unsubscribed registered 
debt : - - 





be compelled to vote against it, because I con. | — 
ceive a mode of supplying the present deficiency | _ 
more easy, more acceptable to the people, can be 
found to supply its place; in a word, a substitute, 
the great desideratum of the present day. I shalj 
say nothing of the probable receipts of these ad- | 
ditional taxes. Let it be granted that, instead of | 
encouraging smuggling, they will yield revenue, | 

Why increase the public burdens when we are 
enabled to avoid it consistently with the public 


I have trespassed far on the 
Committee, much farther than 
and much farther than I should have had any 
occasion to do, had I been indulged with a de. 
cision on the motion to reduce the Army and 


Mr. Eppes said he did not mean to follow the 
example of the gentleman from Virginia, and dis- 
cuss the reduction of the Army and Navy on the 
question for filling a blank in the bill imposing 
additional duties. He rose for the purpose of re. 
plying toastatement made by his colleague, which 
he presumed was intended to show that less econ- 
omy had been practised by the late Administra- 
tion than during the Federal Administrations, or 
at least during the Administration of General 
Wasuineton. He was glad that the gentle 
man from Virginia had expressed his attachment 
to demonstrations by figures; he should employ 
nothing but figures in reply, and draw most of 
his statements from the book cited by the gentle- 
man, (Gallatin on Finance.) From a statement 
of the amount of the public debt on the first day 
of January, 1790, and on the first day of January, 

il appear that, during the two Federal 
Administrations, (for, said Mr. E., I know no dil- 
ference between the principles of the Washing- 
ton and Adams Administrations,) not a dollar of 
debt was actually paid. On the contrary, it was 


Statement of the Debt on the 1st of January, 1790. 


arrears of interest - $ 7,895,300 


241,680 
3,600,000 


196,988 
10,822 


27,760,297 


90,674 
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28,245,008 


coe of the 


1836 
Aprit, 1810, 











had intended. 


39 
95 
00 
11,736,981 34 


23 
05 
197,810 28 


85 
16 


69 


34 


86 


ed 
v 





—_ 
co 


| 


5 
oe ie oes 





836 


1810, 





con- | ; 
leney | | 


an be 
tute, 
shall 


ead- | 
ad of 


enue, 
> are 
ublic 


f the 
nded, 
1 any 
a de- 
and 


Ww the 
d dis- 
n the 
OsiIng 
of re. 
rhich 
eC On- 
istra- 
ns, oF 
neral 
ntle- 
ment 
aploy 
st of 
»ntle- 
ment 
t day 
vary, 
deral 
o dif- 
hing- 
jar of 
} Was 


1790, 


31 34 


10 28 





WA RM ed fain dear nebo 








1837 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1838 





Apri, 1810. 





Interest to Ist January, 
1790, (deducting $22- 
438 58, interest on 
debt due to foreign 
officers) - - - $11,213,737 41 

Deduct received in pay- 
ment of land sold to 
Pennsylvania - - 





60,718 25 


11,153,019 16 
—————39 398,028 02 


Assumed Debt. 


Principal of State certifi- 
cates assumed - - 
Interest prior to Ist of 
January, 1790 - - 


15,082,771 33 
1,379,110 85 


16,461,882 18 


- Deduct assumption for 


debtor States beyond 
their proportion, viz: 
$2,069,565 71, inter- 
est to first January, 
1792, and without the 
interest after the first 
January, 1792 - - 2,000,000 00 
14,461,882 18 
Balances funded in favor 

of creditor States - 3,517,584 00 

17,979,466 18 

Unfunded debt charged 

in specie - : : - - - 428,080 45 
Public debt on Janu- 

ary 1,1790 - - - . 


Public Debt on 1st January, 1800. 
Foreign debt - “ . J 
Old six per cent. nomi- 


nal, deducting amount 
transferred to sinking 


69,740,366 00 


10,760,000 00 


fund - - ~- 28,225,669 63 
: Deduct the reimburse- 
ments . . - 3,215,575 37 


25,010,094 2 
Deferred stock, deduct- 
ing amount transfer- 


red to sinking fund - 13,682,944 17 
Three per cent. do. - 19,086,708 54 
Five and ahalf percent. 1,847,500 00 
Four and a half per cent. 176,000 00 
59,803,246 97 
Outstanding debt due to 
foreign officers and re- 
gistered debt - - - : - 100,184 18 
Six per cent. stock of 
1796 - - . - 80,000 
Eight per cent. - . - 5,000,000 
Six percent. Navy - - 929,200 
6,009,200 00 


Temporary loans from the Bank - 


Public debt on the lst 
January, 1800 - ° . 
Deduct Bank shares - - 


79,202,631 15 


Additional Revenue. 


- 3,640,000 00 


80,312,631 15 
- 1,110,000 00 


H. or R. 


Public debt on first 


January, 1790 - - : 69,740,366 27 


Increase of debt from 


1790 to 1800 - === Sstsé«iY 4G QUA 80 


During the two Federal Administrations, the follow- 
ing sums were received into the Treasury : 


From balances due to former Government $202,667 13 


Inloans - - - - - - 25,775,795 56 

ales of Bank stock - - - - 1,384,260 00 
Sales of lands - - - - ° 100,339 00 
Revenue - - - - - - 54,242,213 00 
Sundries - - - - - - 1,127,092 00 
Profits on exchange - - - - 414,932 00 





83,346,688 69 

Add receipts for 1800 - - - 12,800,000 00 
96,146,688 00 
Deduct cash in Treasury on Ist April, 
199L, 6 6.6552. 20... >, 0) eee ae 


Total amount of receipts by the two 


Federal Administrations - 94,352,688 00 


Statement of receipts into the Treasury from the year 
1801 fo 1809, 


1801, including $1,596,171, for sale of Bank shares 


and public vessels - - - $10,199,740 24 
1802 - - - . - - 14,943,230 38 
1803 - - - - - - 11,042,591 34 
1804 - - - - - - 11,845,141 48 
1805 - - - - : - 14,121,880 00 
1806 - - . - - - 16,557,657 00 
1807 - - - - - - 16,044,409 00 
1808 - . - - - - 10,314,163 00 
1809 - - - - - - 9,037,000 00 


114,119,811 00 
Deduct cash in Treasury on 30th of 
September - - - - 5,828,936 00 
108,290,875 00 
Deduct payments on account of the 
principal of the public debt 
$34,796,091 
Deduct for British Conven- 
| tion and the Louisiana 
| Treaty - - 








- 6,000,000 
—_——— 40,796,091 00 


Total amount of expenditures for ob- 
jects exclusive of the debt, by the 
Republican party - - - - 67,493,784 00 


The whole sum expended by the Fed- 

eral Administration, no credit being 

given for the public debt, because no 

debt was paid, amounts to - - 94,352,688 00 
Amount expended by Republican party 67,493,784 00 


26,858,904 00 


Making a balance in favor of the Re- 


publican Administration of - 26,858 904 00 
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Take it in another way— - 
The Republican party received - 
The two Federal Administrations 


108,290,875 00 
94,352,688 00 


Making the sum received by the Re- 
ublicans exceed the sum received 
y the Federalists - - - 13,938,187 00 








The Republican party paid $40,796,091, in- 
cluding the portion for the Louisiana purchase, 
paid in cash. Deduct from this the excess of 
their receipts, viz: $13,938,187, and it leaves a 
balance due in favor of the Republican Admin- 
istration of $26,858,187. 

During the Republican Administration no 
money has been borrowed ; and, even at the pres- 
ent time, when the Exchequer is represented as 
in a beggared condition, the people will be aston- 
ished to find that no actual increase of debt is 
made. That, during this year, we ere still able 
to apply $8,000,000 to the public debt, and support 
the extraordinary expenses incurred by the in- 
crease of the Army and Navy, while we borrow 
for actual deficit, only $3,000,000; or, in other 
words, that our resources are equal for this year 
to $12,000,000. 


During the Federal Administrations the following 
sums were borrowed : 


1790 and1791 - - - =  ~§5,203,600 
SOR SS a 8 OL nee 
Pe te fw wee «ee 
Re he 7c. we eo 
BRE oe we nn 
i ie 
Rs ne 6.” ee a nn 
Sse. ww 8 oe ene 
Weer te a + 
tere Ty Lee a - 25,775,795 


Add loan for 1800 - : : - 1,481,700 


27,257,495 





This statement requires no comments. I am 
willing to leave to the people to decide on the 
relative merit of the Administrations which have 
been brought into view on the score of expendi- 
ture. 

Our revenue is and has been almost wholly de- 
rived from commerce. The decrees of France 
and Great Britain went to the destruction of 
nearly all thiscommerce. These, sir, are the cir- 
cumstances which have produced the deficit in 
the revenue of the United States. It is true that 
just at that time our expenses were increased, 

ut those expenses were produced by the injustice 
and violence of those Powers. Did any act of 
ours cause the insult offered by Captain Bradley, 
at which time my colleague, (Mr. Ranpoupu,) 
if I am not mistaken, wished to see an Ameri- 
ean vessel yard-arm and yard-arm with a British 
vessel, and peace or war staked on the issue? I 
admired the sentiment at the time; but surely 
that insult is not to be compared with the many 
heaped on our unoffending country ; unoffending, 
I say, for never have we taken a single step to- 
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wards Great Britain or France which could haye 
justified the iniquitous conduct of either. 

I have merely made these-observations for the 
purpose of showing what have been the receipt; 
during the two terms of the Republican Admin. 
istration ; and I am willing to leave it to the peo. 
ple to decide whether it is not an honorable tes. 
timony in favor of that Administration that j; 
has gone on so so far, during a period of difficulty 
and danger, without heretofore resorting to taxes 
and loans; when war has been avoided by a re. 
currence to other measures, and all the extraor. 
dinary expenditure has been during the last three 
years, and caused by the tumult of the world and 
the necessity of guarding against the violence 
and rapacity of the belligerents. There would 
have been no deficit at this time if, when Con. 
gress increased the national expenditure, they had 
also increased the revenue, which would have 
been done by the bill which passed this House 
last Winter, and was rejected by the Senate, for 
increasing the duties fifty per cent. But while 
the expenses for the Army and Navy, rendered 
necessary by existing circumstances, have in. 
creased from two and a half to six millions of 
dollars, and while, by the belligerent restrictions 
on commerce, our imports had much diminished, 
the duties have continued the same. The deficit 
in the revenue would never have existed had the 
duties been last year raised. And after all that 
has been said, I am glad that the people are to 
know that, during this year, after all these difi- 
culties, we shall pay eight millions of the public 
debt, and borrow but four millions. 

Mr. Ranvotpn said he wished to say a few 
words in explanation. The gentleman, the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr. 
Epres,) had read his own statement, as if he 
were repeating by rote, with such volubility that 
it was scarcely possible to follow him; but Mr. 
R. said he wished to rescue his own statement 
from any imputation of unfairness. 

It will be recollected, said Mr. R., that I stated 
the whole receipts to the first of January, 1796, 
beyond which I have no data on which to go, at 
forty-four millions of dollars. Of this amount, 
nineteen and a half millions proceeded from 
loans. Why should my colleague have recapitu- 
lated in detail the number of loans, the aggregate 
amount of which I had already given credit for, 
unless to imply that they had been omitted? 
Really, sir, although I do not stand forth as the 
champion of the WasuineTon and Apams Ad- 
ministrations, it would become us to have a lit- 
tle modesty, and that the sin of borrowing money 
should not be cast upon the name of the great 
Father of his Country, when we find that the 
whole of his revenue, from imports and tonnage 
and every other source of taxation, did not, in 
eight years, amount to forty millions of dollars. 
I think that the party which received an hundred 
and fourteen millions in the same space of time, 
has no right to cast as a reproach upon the first 
President of the United States, that he was 
obliged to borrow, when you compelled him to 
set up the Government without a shilling, and 
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first to pass laws to raise revenue, and then wait 
till the crop could come round. What would be 
the situation of the gentleman from Virginia 
now, if he had to bring order out of chaos, to pro- 
vide for the debt of the Revolution and the deficit 
occasioned by years of anarchy ; if all the money 
to be raised for the service of the United States 








on 


3 was to proceed from laws to be passed? When 


? instead of the pitiful sums of two, three, four, 
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and six millions then received—it never did in 
any one year exceed six millions, until 1795—we 
have an annual receipt of twelve, ten, thirteen, 
fourteen, seventeen, sixteen millions eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars, there is really no ground 
for exultation on our part. The receipt of a sin- 
gle year of Mr. Jefferson’s Administration ex- 
ceeds the receipt of the first four years of Gen. 
Washington’s. Another inaccuracy let me point 
out in the gentleman’s statement. He has taken 
credit for thirty-four millions of the principal of 
the public debt paid. Agreed, sir—but the gen- 
tleman has not debited himself with the debt in- 
curred. This is not fair; the gentleman should 


_ show us both sides of his ledger; the debt incur- 
) red as well as the debt paid. He ought also to 
» show what was the gross amount of public assets 


left in hand by the last Administration, and the 
proceeds of it. 

Again, sir—it is not at all a matter of surprise 
to me that my colleague should in fact refuse to 
meet me on the ground I took. What was it? 


> Acontrast of the last four with the first four 
> years of Mr. Jefferson’s Administration. 
| says my colleague—let us lump it all together. 
+ Ido not agree to statements made in that way, 
' unless they first be taken separately. 


No, 


If you look 
over the accounts of the respective periods, sir, 
a will find that the seven years of famine in 

gypt did not differ more from the seven years 
of plenty than the last four years of that Admin- 
istration from the first four. The first four were 
a period of economy and plenty. In the last four, 
it took the Government a long time to get through 
the enormous mass of money in the Treasury; we 
had a great deal to do with fortifications and gun- 
boats before we got through it; it was some time 
too before the effects of our new.systems began 
to show themselves—this period terminated ina 
state of want and penury. 

As to the gentleman’s statement of our exports 
having been reduced by the belligerent orders and 
decrees to seven millions of dollars, it is quite 
unintelligible to me—I should be glad to hear it 
(not explained) but proved—and yet permit me 
to state, before I sit down, that wretched as is the 
state to which the affairs of this nation are re- 
duced, it is perhaps in one view of it a benefit— 
for if the surpluses were now in the Treasury 
which we formerly had, and of which we heard 
long after they had ceased to exist, probably the 
nation would at this moment have been at war. 
Sir, our will but not our poverty consented to it— 
precisely the reverse of the starved apothecary in 
the play ; and I cannot conceive a state of things 
more strange ina political point of view, than 
that the distresses of the country and the mis- 
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management of our affairs should be matter of 
comfort to some of the wisest and best men in 
the nation, in one aspect ; and I do not hesitate 
to say that there are men, inferior in wisdom and 
integrity to none in the country, who look at the 
dilapidated state of our finances as a kind inter- 
ference of that Providence which has always pre- 
served us, to shield this country from the calami- 
ties of an unnecessary war. 

I do state, and state again, that the last Admin- 
istration received an hundred and fourteen mil- 
lions of the public money. They have paid, says 
my colleague, thirty-four millions of the public 
debt. That leaves them then eighty millions to 
accountfor. Tothis we must add eleven millions 
and a quarter of debt incurred,. which brings it 
up to ninety-one millions anda quarter. But my 
colleague takes credit for the money paid under 
the Louisiana Convention. If that was debt paid 
by the late Government, it was also debt con- 
tracted by it. If it be posted on one side of the 
ledger, it must be balanced on the other. In my 
colleague’s mode of stating accounts, a bankrupt 
might be made to appear in the most flourishing 
circumstances; if he show only what he has re- 
ceived and nothing that he has paid—what is due 
to himand nothing that he owes. Ifthat amount 
be credited for as being paid, it must be charged 
on the other side to debt contracted, and there is 
complete equation worked as tothat. But that is 
not the case with the eleven millions and a quar- 
ter of stock, which, as I said before, brings the 
sum to be accounted for up to ninety-one millions, 
whereas the receipts of General WasHINGToN, 
after all the debt incurred, and all the loans 
charged upon him, did not amount to two-thirds 
of that sum—not of the gross sum received by the 
Administration of Mr. Jefferson, but the sum re- 
maining to be accounted for, after giving him 
credit for every shilling of debt paid. 

But thisisnot all, sir. In the statement which my 
colleague made, and which was really ingeniously 
enough done, he makes use of one half of my 
argument to answer the remainder. I state that 
the first four years of that Administration were 
a period of prosperity, economy, and affluence; 
that the last four present a strong contrast to the 
first. I disagree with my colleague—why? Be- 
cause | say the first four enabled us to bear up 
against the extravagance of the last. I stated that 
the first four years of that Administration were a 
period of retrenchment, economy, plenty, and 
peace. Does my colleague deny this and yet rely 
upon this very period (on which I bottom myself) 
to bear out the last four years of that Adminis- 
tration? He concedes everything I urge. 

With respect, sir, to the decrees and Orders in 
Council, and the affair of Captain Bradley, I have 
no doubt that this string will be struck whenever 
it is more convenient to play upon that instrument 
than to meet any particular case which is before 
the House, or one of its committees. It isa very 
good argument to say that we ought to incur 
debts and loans and taxes for the support of the 
Army and Navy, because of the Driver and the 
Cambrian and Captain Bradley, ard the decrees 
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and orders of Great Britain and France—and in- 
stead of replying tu the question, what benefit do 
you derive from the Army and Navy, what in- 
demnity for the past or security for the future 
does it give you against these decrees and orders ? 
we have again dished up to us the story of the 
Driver and the Cambrian, the British orders 
and French decrees, and the attack on the Chesa- 
peake. What relation is there between these 
things and our Army dying in the marshes of the 
Mississippi, at an annual expense of three millions 
of dollars, and our Navy reposing to lullaby, in 
the Eastern Branch, at an expense greater than 
when in actual service? It is no answer, sir,— 
ane ought to make out how the Army and 
avy can cure the defect of the Driver and Cam- 
brian, and the British and French decrees. If 
they cannot make out that, the argument is good 
for nothing. It is precisely like denying the pro- 
position that the first four years of Mr. Jefferson’s 
Administration were prosperous, by admitting 
that a were prosperous, and so prosperous as to 
cover—I will not say the disgrace, but the mis- 
fortune of the last four years. I say they were 
prosperous. Does he deny it? He would seem 
to do so, and at the same_.time concedes it. [Mr. 
RanvDoLpH was here interrupted by a message 
coming from the Senate.] He said he was glad 
of the interruption from the Senate, as he might 
have been tempted to trespass longer on the House 
by the warmth he felt at the inference or impli- 
cation that in the statement he had made of the | 
receipts of Wasuincron’s Administration, he 
had omitted the loans. The gentleman can see | 
no distinction (said Mr. R.) in point of principle 
between the Administration of General Wasu- 
incTON and Mr. Apams. Iam not the champion 
of those Administrations; but I can see no dis- 
tinction in point of fact between the two terms 
of Mr. Jefferson’s Administration—between the 
first four and last four years—and I could wish 
that, applying the same standard by which he has 
endeavored to compare Mr. Jefferson’s Adminis- 
tration with ine precesing Administrations, (giv- 
ing it praise and honor,) he would also by that 





| 
criterion try the two periods of the last Adminis- 
tration. If he ry them by his own test—I wish 
no other—he will involve the last four years in 
disgrace. lam astonished, sir, although the gen- 
tleman cannot perceive any difference between 
the Administration of Wasuineron and Apams, 
that he is unable to perceive the marked differ- 
ence between the two periods I have mentioned 
of the last Administration. 

One word, before I have done, on the subject of 
statements of the revenue. Every figure on the 
paper which I read from to the Committee has been 
copied from the annual reports of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in which is a statement always 
of net revenue. For example, in the one I hold 
in my hand, the statement of revenue in 1804, 
from imports only, is $13,236,000, and from land 
$360,000, making a total of $13,596,000 from these 
sources—and yet my statement, as my colleague 
read over his, has varied from it in one instance 
to the amount of two millions. 


Mr. Macon said he must confess he was ata 
loss how to understand this bill. He did not 
know whether it was to encourage manufactures, 
or for what other object they were asked to raise 
this money. He said he did not mean to go into 
the statements made on this subject, nor into an 
= into the merits of past Administrations, 
When we talk of expenditure, who is accounta- 
ble for one-half of it? Who has supported the 


Navy? And, as thisa sort of day of settlement | 
among all the Presidents, let us inquire who is | 


accountable for the expenditure on that head, 
How has the Navy been kept up? It will be 
found, sir, that the expenditure for the Navy be- 
gan long before the Republican party got into 
ower. It was in the days when I was a minor- 


“ man, that it was supported by the majority, | 
0 


w has it been since supported? Not by me 
or my votes, but by the gentlemen who raised it 
adhering to their side of the question, and others 
going over to make a majority for the Navy. So 
far as relates to the expense of the Navy, gentle- 
men commonly denominated Federalists have 
the blame of their part of it. Sir, [ am tired of 
putting the cup on the federal bottom. This is 
the way in which the Navy has been kept upon 
the nation. Upon the question of a navy the 
Federalists have always been a majority. How 
came the Army so long to remain as it was eight 
or nine years ago? It is known to every man 
who has been a member of the House long enough 
that it was not with my consent. I am afraid, 
whether the gentlemen who commenced the 
Navy bea iy or minority on general ques- 
tions, that they will always be a majority on that 
question until they themselves get as sick of it as 
I am of the additional army. When we were 
upon the Army, these gentlemen left us to battle 
that among ourselves; when they come to the 
Navy, they never have done so. I wish, sir, 
when we come to the Navy, that those gentlemen 
would let us vote on this side of the House navy 
or no navy, and make us responsible for it, if it be 
kept up. If there are any embargo sins to an- 
swer for, or any responsibility for that, I will take 
that upon myself, hecause I voted for it, and never 
shall repent it. What good has the Army done? 
If I show that the Army and Navy have done no 
good, and that taxes will do me some harm, it is 
a fair mode of showing that this bill ought not 
to pass. What good can the Army do? Sup- 
pose two or three thousand men are necessary to 
preserve peace with the Indians on our frontiers, 
the only ground on which they have ever been 
supported, to keep their bad men from us, and 
ours from them ; I had rather disband the whole 
Army and begin anew. I believe that such is 
the enmity and animosity amongst the persons 
composing the present Army, that we can never 
make it as it ought to be. 

As to the Navy and navy-yards, is there a man 
in this House who can tell the real condition of 
any one yard in the nation; how many officers 
are on annual salary, and how many receive 
navy pay? The Navy men hate those yards so 
much that they never go to see them. A little 
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office there sets the whole community by the ears 
disputing who shall have it. I do not recollect 
how many navy-yards we have; I believe as 
many as we have frigates. At all of them there 
must be somebody to take care of them, and 
something to be paid; and of all the systems to 
be devised for the plunder of the public, that of 
navies is the worst. The Navy will plunder 
your enemies, if you have any, but never a na- 
tion took up a navy system but was plundered 
by it. This sort of expenditure, with the aid of 
one or two celebrated laws, put down a former 
majority. Pursue the same system, and you will 
go the same way. It is the inevitable conse- 
quence. 

If you want money, Iam ready to agree that 
you cannot get it by internal taxes; but rather 


_ than saddle those whom I represent with a tax 


to encourage manufactures, if that be the object, 
I would vote for a direct tax. What does this 
system goto? To this: that you will go on by 
tax on tax until you manufacture within the 
limits of the United States everything that can 
there be raised for the purpose of manufacturipg. 
This may be a good thing to the part of the coun- 
try which will be the manufacturing part. They 
may laugh and sing; but to that part that will 
never manufacture it will be death. The latter 
may wring their hands and ery, but in vain; for 
once but get the manufacturing mania fixed on 
the nation, and we shall be saddled with it as 
long as the nation exists. I can state an opinion 
that I entertain, which may by many be thought 
not to be correct. It is this: that precisely as 
you encourage this manufacturing spirit, in the 
same ratio will you depress all the domestic man- 
ufactures of the country I live in.: Manufactures 
exist in the domestic way all over the Southera 
country for family use, and some is put into stores 
for sale. Lay a duty so as to encourage the 
making of muslins, and it will take fifty per cent. 
more of country made cloth to exchange for 
muslins. So much more of burden do you lay 
on this class of the community which sells home- 
made cloth. 

Sir, I voted for the embargo to avoid war, un- 
der the belief that if we adhered to it we should 
settle our disputes with one of the belligerents, 
but never meant by it to encourage manufactures. 
As to the non-intercourse laws, as I never voted 
for them, I do not know on what principle they 
were voted for. As it appears to me, sir, that the 
question is pretty well settled that we do not 
mean to take any very energetic measures at the 

resent session ef Congress, what use is there in 
eeping up the Navy, and that skeleton of an 


Army? Can any man tell the use of them un-; 


less they are expressly for the purpose of spend- 
ing money? It appears to me, sir, that the expe- 
rience we have had on the subject of the Navy 
would have almost convinced a Felix or Agrippa 
that a navy is an useless thing for this nation. I 
know it may be said that every eight or ten years 
we may want a few ships to go into the Mediter- 
ranean ; that one of the Barbary Powers may 
send our Consul home—and, by the by, sir, I 
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believe we could do as well without Consuls 
there as with them—for I never have heard the 
good of them. Then is it worth while, at an 
expense of two or three millions of dollars to 
keep these frigates eternally repairing—eternally 
costing money—when for the sum annually ex- 
pended on them we might at any time buy eight 
or ten of the best merchantmen in the nation, 
and have them equipped and sent into the Medi- 
terranean? When the service was done, we 
could sell them again; and thus we should get 
clear of the navy-yards as well as the Navy. Ie 
was formerly said that we might have a navy to 
protect commerce. So far as relates to trade, the 
assertions of the efficacy of a navy have not 
been verified. What sort of a navy could you 
maintain? Could you maintain fifty ships-of- 
the-line? And if you had a less number, would 
they protect your trade ? None of the merchants 
want them for convoy, that I ever heard of. It 
is utterly impossible that you can protect their 
trade. I will leave it to any merchant in the 
House, whether, if you pass the convoy bill, he 
would put his vessel under convoy. If we have 
war with France or Great Britain, with the lat- 
ter especially, I verily believe you will not get 
your navy manned. The same thing will hap- 
pen as did in the Revolution. The seafaring 
people would rather privateer. That is our old 
system, and in that way only can we do anything 
on the ocean. Have you ever heard of a navy 
of any considerable size, anything like adequate 
to the protection of commerce, having been 
manned without impressment? . And are you 
willing to alter the Constitution of this country 
so as to give the power to impress? I have 
another objection to this navy system, just as old 
as the Navy itself. It is, that whilst it does not 
add to the strength of the nation, it creates un- 
necessary patronage. Men who have nothing to 
do must necessarily attach themselves to some 
Administration, no matter what sort of one, that 
feeds them and gives them offices. I would ask 
the strongest navy man in the nation one ques- 
tion. The paper | hold in my hand contains a 
sum of expenditure for the Army and Navy 
nearly equal to the national debt; let any man 
answer whether he would rather maintain the 
present Army and Navy, or have the public debt 
paid? If the debt was paid you would then be 
strong, and strong indeed. Whenever pushed 
into war, our sinews would be free from restric- 
tion or impediment. The whole resources of the 
country eould be brought to bear on the very 
point where you wanted to carry on a war. 
Should we be affected by the nefarious conduct 
of Great Britain or France as we are. if we had 
no public debt to pay? No, sir, we should not. 
The strength of this nation consists in their hav- 
ing the public debt paid. and the militia armed; 
and how much would it have taken to have 
armed every man in the nation? They would 
have presented an impregnable front to any na- 
tion in Kurope—an armed nation, and that nation 
free. What sort of front can we display for this 
fifty odd millions spent on the Army and Navy? 
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No man can have any confidence in five or six 
frigates, if filled with the bravest men that ever 
stepped on board a ship ; and whatever rs be 
thought at the time the thing was established, 
that, by having a few ships-of-the-line which we 
could throw into the scale one way or other, we 
might give the superiority to what Power we 
pleased in Europe, that time is gone? Where 
now in Europe isa navy but the British? No- 
where. There is something in the minds of men 
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particularly so upon those who have honored me 
with a seat in this House, I think it my duty to 
give the Committee my reasons for my vote. 
We are called upon to lay an additional duty 
of five per cent. on all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise imported into the United States now 
subject to ad valorem duties, and also a specific 
duty of 33} per cent. upon those now imposed by 
law on all articles which at this time are liable 
to specific duties; and likewise 10 per cent. upon 


which seems to compel them to goon when they | the duties imposed by this bill on all goods im- 


have once began. Asto the Navy, I ask gentle- 
men who formerly supported it, and who support 
it now, to tell me whether it is worth a million 
of dollars annually? Pass the bill now on your 
table from the Senate for increasing it, and it 





ported in foreign vessels; and I pray you, sir, for 
what reason are we thus required to burden the 
people. I presume only two can possibly be 
given for adopting this measure. One for the 
purpose of raising revenue, the other to encour- 


will cost between three and four millions. I| age the manufacturing interest of our country, 


very much doubt whether the whole of it put up 
at auction at New York, Philadelphia, or Boston, 
would sell for a million. 





both of which I will undertake to examine, and 
will endeavor to prove that neither of, them are 
sufficiently strong and cogent to influence any 


Shall we then, sir, lay this tax to support an | one to vote for the measure. 


Army and Navy which I have endeavored to 


With respect to the necessity of raising money | 


show was useless, and which in the present state | by taxation for the support of Government, | 
of the civilized world could be of no use to us ?| must here premise that I very much regret that 
If I could be satisfied that it was necessary to,) both France and England by their orders and 
lay a tax after the reduction which must be voted | decrees have basely and infamously contravened 


for by every man who can get clear of the intol- 
erant spirit of party, which makes us stick to- 
gether like wax, I would not hesitate to vote for 
it. Reduce the Army and Navy, and let us be 
told what money is wanting, and I will vote a 
loan to that amount. But to vote first to raise 
money, and afterwards to reduce, is what I will 
notdo. If we want money, it ought to be gotten 
in the way most convenient to the people; and 
it would seem as if, when we once lay a tax. itis 
impossible to get it off again, I recollect when 
the two-and a-half-per-cent. duty (commonly en- 
titled the Mediterranean fund) was laid, it was 
stated that we would scarcely ever get it off | 
again ; and it has been kept on so far though the 
original cause of it has ceased. If we keep in- 
creasing the debt we shall at last have to go ex- 
cising at home; and let any man look to Europe 
for the blessings of an excise system. They are 
not even there able to enforce it. Of all demor- 
alizing systems it is the worst. Smuggling is 
nothing to it. When you come to excises—to go 
into the domicile of a man—can any one say 
that such a state of things is desirable? I could 
wish on this question that we could unite; I have 
scarcely heard any gentleman say but he is wil- 
ling to reduce. Let us go as far then as a ma- 
jority will go. Further I know we cannot go. 

did not expect this subject would have come 
up to-day; but upon this question, which I con- 
sider so important, [ feel no hesitation to avow 
my mind at any time. I shall not apologize for 
having detained the Committee with my crude 
observations; for whatever I have said is the 
effusion of my real sentiments. 

Mr. Kennepy.—Mr. Chairman: As I shall 
vote against filling up the blank with five per 
cent., and as it is a subject of considerable impor- 
tance, and one calculated to bear remarkably 
hard upon the State that I in part represent, and 


a —_ 


and violated, to the injury of our neutral rights, 
old and well established rules made for the gov- 
ernment of all civilized and honest nations; and 
I also regret that our Government in consequence 
thereof adopted measures which have drained 
our Treasury without producing any good effect. 

The person who then presided over the desti- 
nies of this nation is one whose political talents 
and information are not excelled by any in this 
country, and perhaps by none in the world ; those 
talents he has at all times, and on all occasions, 
exercised in support of the civil and political 
liberties of his fellow-citizens, for which he is 
pre-eminently entitled to their regard and esteem, 
and as one of them I am free to acknowledge 
that I always have, and do now entertain for 
him, the greatest reverence and respect. 

But notwithstanding these sentiments, I have 
not the folly to suppose him infallible, nor have 
I the hypocrisy to applaud what my judgment 
condemns; although I am satisfied that those 
measures grew out of the best intention and 
purest motives, yet I never had confidence in their 
utility ; I always thought them too weak and in- 
efficient to answer the intended purpose, and be- 
lieved them to operate more severely and inju- 
riously upon ourselves than upon those nations 
by whom we were oppressed. 

Sir, there appears to bea deficiency in the rev- 
enue of the present year to the amount of three 
millions of dollars, to provide for which, did | 
think the fund required could not be procured 
in another way more convenient and less dis- 
tressing to the people, and did I also suppose that 
the duties would be received in time to meet the 
present demands on Government, I would most 
cheerfully vote for the measure under considera- 
tion. But if the duty is laid in the way contem- 
plated by the bill; to be collected in the same 
manner, and under the regulations as to the mode 
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of security and time of payment, respectively, 
as the duties heretofore laid, it is clear that they 
will not be received in time to answer the in- 
tended purpose; and in this opinion [ am sup- 

orted by the report of the Secretary of the 

reasury of the 7th of December last, which 
says, page 7: 

“Tt follows that unless the aggregate of the expen- 
ses for the Military and Naval Establishments should 
be reduced to about three millions of dollars, a loan 


a will be necessary to make up the deficiency. That 
- state of the Treasury had been anticipated, and for 





that reason an increase of duties had been respectfully 
submitted in the last annual report. But should that 
measure be now adopted, it would not on account of 
the terms of credit allowed for the payment of duties 
supersede the necessity of a loan for the service of 
the year 1810, commensurate withthe extent of those 
establishments, and with the appropriations which 
may be made for their support by Congress ; no pre- 
cise sum is suggested, since this must vary according to 
the plans which may be adopted in relatian to foreign 
nations, and will particularly depend on the decision 
of war or peace. 

“It is sufficient to state that if the actual expendi- 
ture of the year 1810 for all military and naval pur- 
poses should be estimated at the same sum which was 
disbursed by the Treasury for those objects during the 
year ending on the 30th of September, 1809, and ex- 
ceeding as above stated six millions of dollars, the de- 
ficiency according to the preceding estimates would 
amount to three millions of dollars, on which supposi- 
tion it would seem prudent, in order to provide against 
any deficiency in the receipts beyond what has been 
estimated, to authorize a loan of four millions of dol- 


Then, sir, if the duties cannot be collected in 
time to answer the present exigencies of Govern- 
ment, they need not be imposed at all, as they 
will not be wanted in the year 1811. provided we 
reduce the Army and Navy down to a Peace 
Establishment; for the Secretary of the Treas- 
= calculates upon the receipt of ten millions of 
dollars in the Treasury this year. If the same 
sum is received in the year 1811, and all his eal- 
culations are made under that impression, it will 
be sufficient to answer all the purposes of Gov- 
ernment, as the expenses of that year, exclusive 
of the interest on the contemplated loan of four 
million of dollars, according to his report, caleu- 
lated on the before-mentioned reduction, will not 
exceed $9,960,000, and annually after, the year 
will only amount to $8,100,000; from which it 
evidently appears, that we shall only need during 
the year 1811, beyond the revenue, a sum suffi- 
cient to discharge the interest of the loan, and 
within three years after that time, admitting that 
the annual revenue does not exceed ten millions 
of dollars, the difference between the receipts in 
the Treasury and the expenditures will be more 
than sufficient to discharge the sum borrowed, 
together with the interest thereon. 

Sir, I should be glad to know who recom- 
mended these additional duties. It was not done 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, for he express- 
ly says, page 8 of the same report: “If war 
‘should not be resorted to, it does not appear re- 
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‘ quisite, unless Congress should resolve on a per- 
‘ manent increase of the Military and Naval Es- 
‘ tablishments in time of peace, to lay at present 
‘any additional! duties beyond a mere continu- 
‘ance of the Mediterranean fund.” 

Now, sir, I think a majority of Congress are 
not disposed to declare war, and as the Adminis- 
tration do not wish it, in which last assertion, so 
far as respects Great Britain, I am supported b 
a letter of the Secretary of State to the Britis 
Minister relative to his dismissal, which con- 
cludes with these words: “In the meantime a 
ready attention will be given to any communi- 
cations affecting the interest of the two nations 
through any other channel ;” and I am likewise 
further supported in the assertion by another let- 
ter of the Secretary of State to our Minister res- 
ident in London, which, after instructing him to 
require the recall of Jackson, thus concludes: 
“You are particularly instructed, at the same 
‘time, in making those communications, to do it 
‘jn a manner that will leave no doubt of the un- 
‘diminished desire of the United States to unite 
‘in all the means the best calculated to establish 
‘the relations of the two countries on the solid 
* foundation of justice, of friendship, and of mu- 
‘tual interest.” Under these impressions I am 
clearly of opinion we ought immediately to re- 
lieve the country from these expensive War Es- 
tablishments, and at the same time abandon the 
present useless commercial restrictive system, 
and adopt others, so as to keep up a protest and 
resistance against the unjust, inequitable, and 
abominable orders and decrees of France and 
England, respectively, but in a way, however, 
that will not materially affect the interest of our 
citizens or destroy the revenue; with that view 
I voted for the bill introduced by the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, which was rejected, and I 
am now willing to vote for the one lately intro- 
duced by the same committee, both of which I 
understand and believe to be Administration 
measures. 

Let us, then, agreeably to the request of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, authorize a loan of 
four millions of dollars, or more if necessary, in 
order to meet the expenses of Government the 
present year, and to pay the interest of that loan 
until the year 1812; and let us also improve the 
hint that he has so wisely given us to reduce the 
Army and Navy, unless we are determined on 
war, down to a Peace Establishment, the expense 
of which, according to the same report, from 1802 
to 1807, inclusive, only amounted to $2,500,000 
annually. By pursuing this course we shall save 
this year at least one and a half million of dol- 
lars, which, of course, will reduce the deficienc 
before mentioned from three millions to one mil- 
lion five hundred thousand dollars, and will save 
annually hereafter upwards of three millions. 

But, sir, 1 presume there is but little occasion 
to enter into any calculations, in order to.show 
that these additional duties will not be wanted 
for if we either take off the existing commercial 
restrictions at this ‘time, or suffer them to expire 
at the end of the session by their own limitation, 
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Isee no reason why our Severe will not be 
replenished with specie. I really believe, if we 
pursue this course. we shall again be in the annu- 
al receipt of sixteen millions of dollars, which 
will be much more than sufficient to answer all 
the purposes of Government, and indubitably 
we supersede the necessity of any additional 
uty. 

Before I leave this point I will beg leave to re- 
mark, that we have passed in this House a bill 
to raise one hundred thousand militia, the whole 
of which detachment may be volunteers, who 
when enlisted are liable to be called into the ser- 
vice of the United States, anywhere out of its 
jurisdiction not beyond sea. Should this bill re- 
ceive the sanction of the Senate, these troops 
will be a good substitute for a part of the stand- 
ing army, and furnishes one of the best reasons 
wat ought to be reduced. 

ith respect to the reason that the additional 
duties will encourage our manufactures, let us 
inquire whether it is sound policy and consistent 
with the true interest of the United States for us 
to tax the agriculturists and other consumers for 
the benefit of manufacturers. 

I will admit, sir, that manufactories are really 
necessary, but the question is shall we have them 
here by taxing other classes of society for that 
purpose, or on the other side of the Atlantic 
without taxation. I have always been of the 
opinion that regulations of a Government which 
divert labor from its usual and ordinary channel 
is an injury to individuats and a manifest loss to 
the nation, and ought never to be done without 
an absolute necessity for it; for lam satisfied that 
the people in all countries understand their own 
interest best, and when left unshackled by their 
Government, pursue that kind of business which 
yields to them the most clear profit. 

In the United States they have a predilection 
for, and pursue agricultural rather than manu- 
facturing business, the reason of which is obvi- 
ous. e have large and extensive tracts of 
waste land, which requires a less capital to pur- 
chase any given quantity than it does in the Ku- 
ropean countries, where there is such a vast dis- 
proportion between this land and their overgrown 
population. It, therefore, requires less of the an- 
nual produce of the soil to repay the owner for 
the use of his money expended in the purchase 
than it does there, and of course his annual prof- 
its are greater, which enables him to compete 
with them in the products of our lands, even in 
their own markets, under all disadvantages of 
freight, insurance, and other expenses, and also 
enables him to give a higher price for labor. His 
profits are greater than the profits of manufac- 
turing employments even under all advantages 
arising from the transportation of the raw mate- 
rials to the foreign country, together with the 
additional expense of freight, insurance, and a 
duty,of from 15 to 20 per cent. on the importa- 
tion of the manufactured articles, and this is 
owing altogether to the high price of labor pro- 
ceeding from the cause already mentioned. 

But, sir, if this reasoning is not sound; if the 


high price of labor in the United States in re. 
ality is no impediment to the prosperity of the 
manufactures, and it does not prevent our manu. 
facturers from entering into competition with -he 
Europeans, then it follows of course that they 
need no.encouragement from Government, and 
the additional duties therefor ought not to be laid 
for that purpose. lam, however, firmly persua- 
ded that the reasoning is perfectly correct, anda; 
a strong proof of it, will refer the Committee 
to the petitions from that class of people with 
which Congress is overwhelmed every session, 
praying for protecting duties, of which descrip. 
tion we find none from the agriculturists. 

Sir, I firmly believe that we shall never ‘» 
able to manufacture in this country as cheap a; 
they do in Europe, until we are almost as thickly 
settled, and consequently nearly as miserable as 
they are, which state of things I have no wish to 
see. Why, then, ask of us to forego the advan- 
tages which we have now over the nations of 
Europe, and which we cannot expect always to 
possess? Why by your regulations turn the 
people from agricultural, the most profitable em- 
ployment, to manufacturing pursuits, when it wil! 
so obviously result in the injur of that part of 
the community, and ultimately > the depression 
of the growing prosperity of oure 1 ry? 

If we can aflord to give a high. price or 
labor when we cultivate the earth than when we 
manufacture, we ought to continue to cultivate 
and purchase manufactured articles of those whose 
miserable and uneaviable situation compels them 
to work cheaper than we can afford to do 
ourselves. In this view of the subject, it surely 
then is bad policy to encourage manufactures by 
taxing the agriculturists for that purpose; and 
that the measure under consideration, if carried, 
will practically operate as a tax upon them, tiere 
can be no doubt whatsoever, for every one knows 
that all imported articles must necessarily be 
raised five per cent. to re*mburce the importer 
for the additional duties ; yid by Aim, upon which 
the home manufacturer, accorjJing to custom, 
will raise the price of his articles up to the lowest 

rice the importer can afford to sell for. It then 
ollows, of course, that the agriculturist will pay 
into the pocket of the home manufacturer five 
a cent. on all home manufactured articles which 
e purchases. 

Now, I think it radically wrong for a Govern- 
ment, by its regulations, to tax one class of cili- 
zens for the exclusive benefit of another, or to 
divert labor from a more to a less profitable em- 
ployment, unless some grea‘ :ational benefit and 
advantage is to be reaped :.\:» it. Will it make 
us more independent? I ank, sir, when that 
position is minutely examit-d, we shall discover 
that much is not to be gained by the measure on 
that score, for [ am satisfied that the European 
nations, generally, in the present state of the 
world, are as dependent upon us as we are upon 
them; and with respect to Great Britain, [ think 
her more so, and all of our restrictive measures 
for several years past have been predicated upon 
that idea; we can both raise the raw materials 
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and manufacture them also, when necessity re- 
quires; she, on her part, can manufacture, but 
not grow the materials in sufficient quantities. 
If, then, the measure is to have any effect, it will 
serve to make that nation independent of us, by 
forcing her to find a new market for her manu- 
factures, which will be able to supply her in re- 
turn with raw materials, from which I conclude, 
on the ground of independence, we should sus- 
tain a loss bythe measure. But indeed it appears 
to me altogether absurd and farcical to think of 
ever becoming completely independent of other 
nations; a certain part of our produce, which I 
will describe hereafter, must absolutely be ex- 

rted fora market; if we take the produce or 
specie of other nations in return for it, we shall 
be equally as dependent upon them for those 
things as if we took their manufactures. 

But sowe gentlemen suppose that it will pre- 
vent us from getting into contest with the bel- 
ligerent Powers of Europe. This opinion surely 
has not been well considered. Do they mean to 
cut off all foreign trade whatever? If this is 
their intention, | would ask what is to be done 
with the surplus produce beyond what is con- 
sumed within the United States? Do they in- 
tend it to rotos,our hands? What is to be done 
with the ‘obagco? Are we to chew, smoke, and 
snuff it a.,.ourselves, or is the cultivation of it to 
be abandoned, and grain, cotton, and other arti- 
cles, cultivated in lieu of it? I would ask what 
then is to be done with the surplus of those 
articles? What is to be done with the large 
quantity of timber growing in our forests, which 
cunstitutes the chief value of certain kinds of 
land? What is to be done with our naval stores ? 
The whole of these articles cannot be used 
among us, we must find a market for them 
abroad, or suffer them to perish on our hands. If 
they are to be exported for a market, then, sir, 
this object for which we are to encourage manu- 
factures will not be obtained by the measure, and 
therefore is no ;zason,‘pr adopting it. 

Others again, think that we shall be enabled, 
by encouraging manufactures, to supply ourselves 
with certain articles essential to our well being 
in time of war, which could not be procured with- 
out encouragement. Jn this opinion there ap- 
pears to be some reason, and if gentlemen will 
point out what those articles are, and demon- 
strate to my satisfaction that, without further as- 
sistance from Government, they cannot be man- 
ufactured within the United States, I would have 
no objection to raise the duty on them; but to 
raise it generally.op. all articles, or on any but 
those alluded to,, . ybe granting a kind of mo- 
nopoly in the home ,;narket to the manufacturing 
interest, manifestly. anjurious and oppressive to 
every other class of peuple, too unjust and inequi- 
table for me to sanction. 

But, it is said, that when, by encouragement, 
the manufactories get into operation, they will 
be able to make out without this aid from Gov- 
ernment, and that the duties may be taken off. 
Sir, I have no faith in this doctrine. It may 
serve to amuse and deceive, but never will be re- 
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alized. Once raise the duties, and common ex- 
perience will teach you that it is almost impossi- 
ble to remove them; and as a proof of the cor- 
rectness of this sentiment, 1 will refer you to 
Adam Smith, whose Government has gone upon 
this miserable encouraging principle, with which 
we seem to be at present so much enamored. He 
says, vol. 1, page 361: 


“To expect, indeed, that the freedom of trade should 
ever be entirely restored in Britain, is as absurd as to ex- 
pect that an Oceana or Utopia should ever be established 
in it. Not only the prejudices of the public, but what is 
much more unconquerable, the private interests of many 
individuals irresistibly oppose it. Were the officers of 
the Army to oppose with the same zeal and unanimity 
any reduction in the number of forces with which mas- 
ter manufacturers set themselves against every law 
that is likely to increase the number of their rivals in 
the home market; were the former to animate their 
soldiers in the same manner as the latter inflame their 
workmen, to attack with violence and outrage the pro- 
posers of any such regulation, to attempt to reduce 
the Army would be as dangerous as it has now become 
to attempt to diminish in any respect the monopoly 
which our manufacturers have obtained against us. 
This monopoly has so much increased the number of 
some particular tribes of them, that like an overgrown 
standing army, they have become formidable to the 
Government, and upon many occasions intimidate the 
Legislature. The member of Parliament who sup- 
ports every proposal for strengthening this monopoly, 
is sure to acquire not only the reputation of under- 
standing trade, but great popularity and influence, 
with an order of men whose number and wealth ren- 
ders them of great importance. If he opposes them, 
on the contrary, and still more if he has authority 
enough to be able to thwart them, neither the most 
acknowledged probity, nor the highest rank, nor the 
greatest public services, can protect him from the most 
infamous abuse and detraction, from personal insults, 
nor sometimes from real danger, arising from the inso- 
lent outrage of furious and disappointed monopolists.” 


If this is the case under the tyrannical Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, where the people, with 
respect to their liberties, are but little better off 
than slaves, what will it ultimately come to in 
the United States if we pursue this principle, 
where every man is a sovereign, and every part 
of our Government elective? But I need not 
travel so far from home to prove that when bur- 
dens are once put upon the people they are not 
easily taken off, I would refer you to the Medi- 
terranean fund, which was laid in 1803 for the 
purpose of prosecuting the war against Tripoli. 
Yet although this war has long since ended, the 
duty has nevertheless been from time to time 
continued, and we are now again called upon to 
continue it longer. Sir, make the attempt when- 
ever you will, to take off the duties, and you will 
find your table overwhelmed with petitions from 
this class of people, complaining that by your 
measures you had encouraged them to embark 
their fortunes in those establishments, and now 
by your fickle wavering notions of legislation 
you are about to adopt measures which inevitably 
would terminate in their utter ruin. 

It is, however, supposed by some gentlemen 
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that the agricultural interests would sustain no 


loss by additional duties, as they would afford an 
inducement for part of the agriculturists to with- 
draw their capital from those pursuits, and to in- 
vest it in manufacturing establishments, which 
would create a scarcity of agricultural products 
in thesame market, and of course raise the price 
thereof sufficiently to reimburse them for the ad- 
ditional tax. Sir, when this position is examined 
you will find it altogether unsound and decep- 
tive. Should we by this regulation draw off part 
of the agriculturists and set them to manufactur- 
ing, it is clear that the remainder would find in 
them new customers for the purchase of their 

roduce; but it is equally clear that they would 
ose as many of their European customers which 
they had before been in the habit of supplying; 
for it is really absurd to suppose that those who 
have hitherto manufactured for us, and taken our 
raw materials in return, will continue to purchase 
those articles of us after we manufacture for our- 
selves. Such a state of things could not and 
would not exist ; they will either find new con- 
sumers for their manufactures who can supply 
them in return with the products of the soil, or 
they will emigrate to new countries, in order to 
cultivate the earth for themselves. In either 
case the price of our produce will not and can- 
not he enhanced. 

Indeed I really wish to see the manufacturing 
interests of this country flourish, if they can do 
so by the encouragement received from the duties 
laid for the purposes of revenue. Butif there is 
no great national benefit to result from a further 
encouragement, why should I tax my constitu- 
ents, who are agriculturists, for the exclusive ben- 
efit of those of other gentlemen? It is unreason- 
able and ungenerous to ask it, and what I never 
will assent to, unless there are better reasons for 
it than what exist at this time. [ am, therefore, 
decidedly against filling up the blank with five 
per cent., agreeably to the motion now under con- 
sideration. 

A motion was made for the Committee to rise, 
which was negatived, Mr. Joanson having spoken 
against it. : 

Mr. Burwe et said it was not his intention to 
detain the Committee on this question. He was 
very glad that they had decided not to rise. It 
had been properly remarked by his friend from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Jounson,) that there were many 
important questions to be decided, and that with- 
in a very short period of time, before Congress 
rose. I shall (said Mr. B.) certainly vote to re- 
duce the Army of the United States; and if the 
House should decide that it will not employ the 
Navy of the United States in the protection of 
commerce, I shall certainly vote also to reduce the 
Naval Establishment. Iam perfectly convinced 
that the circumstances under which I voted for 
the increase of the Army and Navy have passed 
away ; and as our revenue has diminished, I shall 
vote for a reduction of our expenses. 


On the subject of raising the duties, it appears 
to me that a single question presents itself, and 
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that is, whether the duties as proposed to be aug. 
mented render the danger of smuggling so great 
as to diminish instead of increasing our revenue. 
and defeat the object, by so far reducing the con- 
sumption as to reduce the aggregate amount of 
revenue? For my own part, in voting for ap 
augumentation of duties, I feel no hesitation jn 
declaring that [ have not in view the encourage- 
mentof manufactures. I shall vote for it because 
it appears to me the most eligible mode of increas- 
ing revenue. It increases patronage less; and in 
fact, from experience, is the most certain and 
cheap mode of collecting revenue for the public 
service. For my own part I think the present 
situation of this country and Europe are sufficient 
pledges that manufactures will progress as far as 
they ought to do in the United States. I am very 
far from wishing that this should become a manu- 
facturing country ; it will not benefit the country 
in which I live; and I believe that if the Govern- 
ment adopts measures to foster manufactures, 
the expense will fall on the Southern country 
and the benefit exclusively on the Northern coun- 
try. At the same time, sir, it would give me 

leasure to see manufactured within the United 

tates all those articles which are essentially ne- 
cessary to convenience and happiness, and to see 
the country in that way to a certain extent inde- 
pendent of any nation in the world for the neces- 
saries of life. 

From the statement made by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, as far as I could understand it, it 
appears to me that if we succeed in reducing the 
Army and Navy, there would still bea deficiency 
in the revenue during the present year, amount- 
ing to one anda half or two millions; and that, 
should the expenses remain as they are now, there 
will be a deficiency of three millions. If this be 
the fact, and the deficiency is proposed to be met 
by a loan, itis nothing but fair that we should 
at the same time provide the means of redeeming 
the loan at the expiration of that year, or of pay- 
ing an amount of debt equal toit. If we go on 
in that way, so far as the operation of measures 
is to test the wisdom of those measures, it is pre- 
senting the question fairly and in the most unex- 
ceptionable point of view, and the people will be 
prepared to judge whether or not our measures 
are such as to require their opposition. 

In discussing this question, we should bear in 
mind that although we determine to reduce the 
Army and Navy, it will require the concurrence 
of the other branch of the Government before a 
reduction can take place. If the question be post- 
poned, Government will be placed in the most 
awkward situation imaginable; because it will 
have authorized expenses without providing the 
means to meet them. It has been shown to my 
satisfaction that the increase of duty proposed is 
not so great as to be detrimental to the revenue. 
Whether the Senate concur in the retrenchment 
or not, I would on that ground vote for an aug- 
mentation of the revenue; although, if the pro- 
position to reduce the Army and Navy succeed, 
revenue will be unnecessary, because in that case 
at the commencement of the next session of Con- 
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ress there would be money in the Treasury at 
the disposal of Government. 

{ confess, sir, that it would give me pleasure to 
see both questions, of raising revenue and reducing 
expenses, decided this evening. 1 wish to know 
what is the sense of the House on the subject of 
the Army and Navy; for nothing can be more 
clear to the comprehension of any person than 
that, if we never mean to use our Navy, we should 

ut an end to the great expenditure for those ob- 
jects. I fear that even in the present infant sit- 
uation of the country, we have less control over 
the expenditure of our public money than any 
other nation in the world. I judge so from the 
invariable prosperity of those who hold offices in 
the community, from the avidity with which 
their deaths or resignations are watched for and 
offices sought after. I do believe that there never 
was an Administration more disposed to act hon- 
estly with the public purse and correct dilapida- 
tions and abuses than the present; but, with all the 
sagacity of our officers of the Treasury, even un- | 
der our very noses immense sums are dilapidated 
and misapplied. It strikes me as a matter of as- 
tonishment, when I compare our actual force by 
land and water, our means of defence and annoy- 
ance, and the expense of those means, with the 
naval and military establishment of any other 
Government; and, when I see the monstrous dis- 
proportion against us, the conclusion irresistibly 
forces itself upon my mind that there is a want 
of economy somewhere. 

Whilst lam up, I will beg leave to say, that 
so far from considering the country in a deplora- 
ble situation, as my colleague (Mr. Ranpo.pn) 
has represented it, | think that in many points of 
view we have every reason to qhaaietnlole our- 
selves. It is a singular phenomenon to see any 
nation enjoying peaceatthis time. This exemp- 
tion from the general lot claims the gratitude of 
every man inthe country. So far as lam con- 
cerned in the affairs of the nation, I have but a 
single object in view, viz: to preserve peace, and 
my votes are predicated on that ground. All the 
derangement of our financial concerns flows from 
the measures adopted to save us from that gulf 
of misery which has involved all the rest of the 
world. I cannot but believe, notwithstanding the | 
course which we have taken has produced a great 
deal of individual injury, that we are indebted to | 
that course for a most material change in the | 
system of the belligerents towards us. It is a fact | 
which cannot be disguised that the most objec- | 
tionable part of the system of Great Britain (than | 
submission to which national ruin would not have | 
been a greater evil) is given up—I mean the col- | 
onial feature of the orders of November. 1807. | 
So far from having cause to feel ourselves de- | 
graded, we have every reason to triumph; for | 
Great Britain has given up the principle which | 
would have gone to the destruction of our rights 
and blotted us from the map of independent na- | 
tions. 

The Committee rose and the House adjourned 
without coming toa decision on the question be- 
fore them. 


Lith Con. 2d Sess.—59 
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Proceedings. 


Monpay, April 16. 


Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, presented a bill for the relief of Rich- 
ard Tervin, Edwin Lewis, Samuel Mims, the 
Baptist Church at Salem Meeting-house, in the 
Mississippi Territory, and Joseph Wilson ; which 
was read twice, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
to erect a light-house at the entrance of Scituate 
harbor, a stone column on a spit of land at the 
entrance into Boston harbor, and a beacon on 
Beach Point, near Plymouth harbor, in the State 
of Massachusetts; a light at the entrance of 
Bayou St. John, into Lake Pontchartrain; and 
two lights on Lake Erie,” was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole to 
whom is committed the bill of this House, to 
erect a light-house at the entrance of Scituate 
harbor, a stone column on a spit of land at the 
entrance into Boston harbor, and a beacen on 
Beach Point, near Plymouth harbor, in the State 
of Massachusetts ; and a light at the entrance of 
Bayou St. John, into Lake Pontchartrain. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee appointed on 
the petition of John Calhoun, presented a bill for 
the relief of John Calhoun; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. T. also made a detailed report relating to 
the case of the said John Calhoun. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for the establishment of the Quartermaster’s 
Department ;” they have passed the bill, entitled 
“An act to examine into the title of the batture 
in front of the suburb St. Mary,” with amend- 
ments; also, the bill entitled “An act to amend 
an act, entitled ‘An act for the establishment of 
a Turnpike Company in the county of Alexan- 
dria, in the District of Columbia,” with amend- 
meats ; to which bill and amendments they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. The Senate 
agree to the conference proposed by this House 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the fourth amendment of the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “An act regulating the Post Office Es- 
tablishment ;” and have appointed managers at 


| the said conference. 


The bill “ fixing the compensation of Ministers 
and Consuls of the United States residing on the 
Barbary coast, and for other purposes,” was read 
a third time. 

Mr. Burwete inquired whether the bill con- 
tained a provision making the advice and consent 
of the Senate necessary in the appointment of 
Navy agents. 

The Speaker said there was no such provis- 
ion in the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Burwe t, the bill was re- 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Porrer, the bill allowing 
drawback on goods transported by land from New- 
port to Boston and from Boston to Newport, in 
the same manner as if transported coastwise, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
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————————————————_————_—_ eon 
CLAIM OF HENRY MALCOLM. 


Mr. Fisk, from the committee appointed on 
the petition of Henry Malcolm, made a report 
thereon; which was read, and the resolution 
therein contained concurred in by the House. 


The report is as follows: 


That the petitioner states that he, as collector for 
the district of Hudson, from the establishment of the 
district, had been in the habit of transmitting large 
sums of money, by mail, on account of the Treasury 
of the United States, from Hudson to the office of dis- 
count and deposite of the Bank of the United States 
at New York, as he conceived himself authorized to 
do by instructions received from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in his circular letter to the collectors of the 
customs, dated 14th October, 1789; and that on the 
28th of June, 1808, he put into the post office, at Hudson, 
enclosed in a cover, addressed to Jonathan Burrell, 
Esgq., cashier of the office of deposite and discount of 
the Bank of the United States at New York, $1,000 
in bank bills, on account of the Treasurer of the 
United States, which was purloined from the mail or 
post office; and the petitioner further states, that the 
accounting officers of the Treasury refuse to credit 
him for this sum, and he prays that a law may be pass- 
ed directing the accounting officers of the Treasury to 
give him credit upon the books of the Treasury for the 
said sum of $1,000, together with his commissions on 
collecting the same. 


From an examination of the documents accompany- 
ing the petition, it appears that the petitioner did, at 
the time he states, enclose $1,000, on account of the 
Treasury, addressed to Jonathan Burrell, Esq., cashier 
of the office of discount and deposite of the Bank of 
the United States at New York, and that the same 
were purloined from the mail or post office; but your 
committee, on recurring to the instructions of the col- 
lectors of the customs, to which the petitioner refers, 
find that the collectors, in transmitting bank notes by 
mail, on account of the Treasury, are required to take 
a list of the notes, and also a receipt from the post- 
master, on the copy of the list, which the collector is 
directed to retain, as his voucher, in case of accident ; 
and if the postmaster should refuse a receipt, then the 
notes sent by mail from the collectors are required to 
be delivered to the postmaster in presence of some 
indifferent person of fair reputation, who is to be made 
acquainted with the contents and particulars, so as to 
be able afterward to verify on oath that such specific 
notes were sent; and instead of the receipt from the 
postmaster, to give a certificate on the copy of the list 
of the notes retained by the collector. 


It does not appear to your committee that the peti- 
tioner has complied with this material part of his in- 
structions in transmitting the thousand dollars, for 
which he asks a credit. It does not appear that he 
either retained a list of the notes, or took receipt of the 
postmaster, or the certificate of any other person, in 
conformity with his instructions from the Treasury 
Department. 

Believing it essential to the safe collection of the 
revenue that bank notes transmitted from collectors, by 
mail, on account of the Treasury, should be in strict 
conformity with the instructions for that purpose di- 
rected to the collectors, inasmuch as the great object of 
retaining a list of the notes is to facilitate detection and 
prevent payment by the bank in case of robbery, your 
committee cannot feel themselves warranted to recom- 
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mend the relief prayed for, and therefore beg leave to 
submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ough 
not to be granted. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


On motion of Mr. Lewis, the Committee of th. 
Whole was discharged from the farther consid. 
eration of the bill to incorporate a company fo; 
making certain turnpike roads within the Distric; 
of Columbia; and the bill was ordered to be rea 
a third time. 

The bill was then read a third time; and on th 
question of its passage, Messrs. Smits, Fisx, and 
MontTGomery, opposed the bill,and Messrs. Lewis 
Love, and McKim, supported it. 

The reasons against it were, generally, that the 
charter was unlimited; that the tolls were ey. 
travagantly high, and they went to levy a con- 
tribution on all intercourse between the city and 
the adjacent country; that the tolls were gradu. 
ated according to the distance travelled upon the 
road, which would be a source of perpetual dis- 
pute between the toll gatherers and travellers: 
and that a power was given to make a road to- 
wards Baltimore, which should exclude the tows 
of Bladensburg, which it was said would be ex. 
tremely unjust. 

In reply, it was said that the charter was limite) 
inasmuch as that it was provided when the com- 
pany derived an interest to the amount of 12 pe: 
cent. on their capital, the road should become a 
public road; that the tolls were not higher than 
usual, and that they had been scrutinized ani 
fully debated in the Senate; that the exclusion o! 
Bladensburg from the road, should it take plac 
was no argument against the bill, as roads wer 
not made tor the benefit of a particular spot. bu! 
for general accommodation. 

The bill was passed, 48 to 28. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee 0: 
the Whole, on the bill for laying additional duties. 

[To this committee had also been referred the 
following resolution: “ Resolved, That the Mil:- 
tary and Naval Establishments of the United 
States ought to be reduced.” | 


Mr. Taytor said it appeared to him that the | 


House had determined on Saturday to consider 
the subject in this manner, in order to give th: 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Erres,) who wa: 
about to be absent, an opportunity of explainioz 
the principle and object of the bill which he ha 
reported for laying additional duties—which pro- 
cedure was certainly, as had been said, putting 
the cart before the horse. That motive being 
now removed, he hoped the House would cov- 
sider the subject in the way which they could 
come at it understandingly. He moved to post: 
pone the consideration of the bill, in order to take 
up the resolution for the reduction of the Arm) 
and Navy. 

Mr. Montcomery said that, according to the 
estimate made by the Chairman of the Comm!t- 
tee of Waysand Means on Saturday, allowing !0! 
a reduction in the Military and Naval Establish- 
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ments, it would still be necessary to pass the bill. 
In voting for the resolution to reduce the Army 
and Navy, therefore, he was not bound to vote 
against the bill. He could vote for both with 
the most perfect propriety. It is not (said he) 
contemplated to raise a sum of money predicated 
on the support of the Military and Naval Estab- 
lishments as they are. The bill is founded on a 
contemplated reduction. It is considered a wise 
policy to have a sum always in the Rae of 
one million of dollars. Itis not contemplated by 
any one to put down the whole Army and Navy. 
‘Additional revenue will therefore be necessary. 
This mode of taxing the people is the most eligi- 
ble. A direct tax would operate on all classes of 
the community. This sum, ifit should be raised, 
will be paid, not by the poor, but by those best 
able to pay it. 

Ican see no reason why the resolution respect- 
ing the Army and Navy should be first taken 
up. Ifyou do mean to lay additional duties, you 
ought not to suffer certain persons to have prefer- 
ence over others. If this bill be postponed till 
we prepare a system for the reduction of the Army 
and Navy, and pass the bill, (for that is the argu- 
ment of gentlemen,) a number of vessels now ex- 
pected will come in duty free. 

Mr. Dana said, if the expenditure for the Army 
and Navy was reduced, it was very clear to his 
own mind that it could not be necessary to lay 
the whole of the tax. He was not certain that it 
would be necessary to lay any tax whatever, upon 
the fair principles of supporting public credit. 

Of all projects of finance, (said Mr. D.,) that 
which proposes, in case of a deficiency in the re- 
ceipts, to augment the taxes for one year so as to 
meet it, appears to me the most oppressive on the 
community, as compared with the benefits de- 
rived from it to the community. 

As respects the duties being on luxuries, and 
levied on the opulent part of the community only, 
if gentlemen, instead of indulging in vague gen- 
eralities, will examine the subject, they will find 
them to be most oppressive. I admit that under 
the system of revenue established prior to 1801 
there was a marked distinction, so far as it could 
be drawn, between articles generally consumed 
by the opulent and those consumed by the labo- 
rious part of the community. On the articles 
which were confined to the opulent and prodigal, 
because none but those who expended large sums 
annually, or exceeded their income, could pay for 
them, duties were charged double, perhaps treble 
the average rate charged on articles consumed 
by the great body of the laborious people. As to 
the articles charged at present with fifteen per 
cent. duty, which duty is proposed to be increased 
one third, I call upon any gentleman to say whe- 
ther any portion of the community is so poor as 
not to wear the ordinary articles of clothing, or 
ordinary food and drink. Will gentlemen say 
there is any part of the community to whom 
is denied the privilege of wearing coarse cotton 
and woollen goods? These are the articles on 
which the greatest portion of duty will be levied. 
Articles in general consumption, and coarser ar- 
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ticles of woollen, produce a much greater sum to 
the Treasury than finer articles. Specified arti- 
cles, such as wine and foreign imported spirits, 
are charged with a higher duty, because they are 
not considered perhaps generally necessary to sub- 
sistence. Taking wines, spirit, all fine cloth, all 
fine cotton goods, all silks, articles of military 
equipment, &c. together, they do not furnish per- 
haps one-third of the revenue, because the great- 
est portion of it is collected on articles left after 
subtracting these, 

Considering that there are three millions defi- 
cient, I submit it to every gentleman, whether, 
in point of benefit to the community, in point of 
fiscal wisdom, it is not better to provide for it by 
a loan and an annuity to extinguish it in three 
years. Ifthe Military and Naval Establishments 
are not to be kept up to their present extent, we 
do not want a tax during a number of years. It 
is only necessary then to provide for what is now 
deficient. If it be more convenient to the people, 
and more consistent with the public service, to 
provide for a loan and for extinguishing the debt 
created by it in three years, we ought to do so. 

Mr. Trovp said he liked the matter much better 
than the manner ofthe gentleman last up. Here 
(said Mr. T.) is an important question raised at 
the heel of the session, which if adopted will go 
into operation instanter. The very first effect of 
this measure is to put into the pockets of a certain 
class of the community, who may be marked and 
identified, a per centage of eighteen or twenty 
per cent. on all the amount of capital which they 
may have in their possession. Suppose, sir, that 
we, instead of being selected from various classes 
of the people, were merchants. Would anything 
be more practicable than, under the pretence of 
raising revenue, to put millions into our pockets ? 
Unquesticnably not. Iwill vote for raising money 
for the Government; but certainly there is a 
choice between the modes. Are the ways and 
means now proposed, the ways and means the 
best calculated for the purpose? It might be bet- 
ter done by loan. To either mode, however, I 
would unquestionably prefer the reduction of the 
Army and Navy, and I am therefore in favor of 
the proposition to take up this subject first; for I 
am as well convinced of the fact as that lam now 
addressing you, that the people will not consent 
to pay an additional tax for the support of armies 
and navies raised to oppose the injurious acts of 
the belligerents against our rights, after we have 
abandoned those rights and dishonorably with- 
drawn from the contest. 

Mr. Souruarp said he was not prepared to act 
on the question for the reduction of the Army 
and Navy with the knowledge that a bill had 
passed this House for raising one hundred thou- 
sand men. Until the Senate acted on this bill, 
he was entirely at a loss to know howit could be 
reduced. If the Senate passed that bill, it would 


be an exceedingly good substitute for the present 
Army ; but if they struck out that part of the bill 
respecting volunteers, it would alter his opinion 
very much. Mr. 8. differed in opinion with the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Trour) who had 
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supposed that the people would not pay taxes to 
seers the Rae ee Navy. He thought the 
nation were not sunk so low but that the people 
would subject themselves to any necessary bur- 
den to support their important rights. 

The bill now under consideration (for laying 
Sainep ree ordered to lie on the table—ayes 49, 
noes 46. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY AND NAVY. 
The Committee took up for consideration the 
following resolution, which had been referred to 
them: 
“ Resolved, That the Military and Naval Establish- 
ment ought to be reduced.” 


Mr. Macon moved to amend the resolution, so 
as:ito resolve that the whole Army ought to be 
disbanded. 

Mr. M. said the whole Army was in such a 
state that he believed it ought to be disbanded. 
He was anxious to know what had produced that 
state. It is no secret (said he) that the Army 
has, from some cause or other, been very much 
mismanaged. These circumstances we are not 
yet by any report informed of. The state of that 
a is enough to make any man who has the 
smallest love of country wish to.get rid of it. As 
far as I have understood, animosity extends itself 
through the whole corps. It may be traced to 
weereon standing, and applies as well to one 
part of the Army as to another part. It existed 
as long ago as the war in the Northwestern coun- 
try, and is growing constantly worse. Suppose 

ou were involved in a war with one of the bel- 
igerents—can you expect unity of action where 
there are cordial dislikes? Can you expect, where 
they hate the commanding officers as much as 
the public enemy, that men can act with the 
same Zeal.as if they were all united? It seemsto 
me it cannot be expected. Gentlemen may re- 
serve the privates if they think proper. I donot, 
sir, make this motion because I believe the offi- 
cers are not men of courage; but because this 
opinion of their disunion is held by all classes of 
the community. The attachments of the present 
corps and of the Revolutionary army are as differ- 
ent as can be. I believe the violence of party 
spirit since has not dissolved the great affection, 
om I say the love ?) produced by the war of the 

evolution amongst those engaged in it. 

Mr. Nevson said he was not a little astonished 
at the proposition to reduce all the military force 
of the country. He said he should be astonished 
at a proposition of this kind by any member at any 
time, but more especially so now, when they knew 
not but there might be an opportunity to use these 
menandasmany more. What, said he, isthe dif- 
ference between our situation now and when the 
military force was raised? Has any treaty been 
meade with England and France, or anything 
been done which places us in a different situa- 
tion in relation io either of them? Foranything 
we know, we stand in the same situation that we 
did when we passed the act for raising an addi- 
tional military foree. I marvel much indeed 
hat gentlemen who voted for that bill should 
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now come forward, and not only make a proposi- 
tion to repeal that law, but to disband every man 
in service! It is unnecessary, sir, for me to argue 
against the proposition of the gentleman from 
North Carolina in its full extent, because no one 
but himself, I trust, will be found to vote for ir, 
As 1 am up, however, and mean not to rise again 
on the subject, I will take the liberty to speak 
not only to the proposition to disband the whole 
army, but to show that it is impolitic at present 
to disband a single man. 

Why are we to do it? Why, truly, because, 
from unfortunate events and the conduct of the 
belligerents, our Treasury has become empty, and 
we are to raise money in some way or other; 
and we prefer reducing the Army to laying addi- 
tional duties. It isa perfect child’s game. At 
one session we pass a law for raising an army, 
and goto expense. In another year, instead of 
raising money to pay the expense by the means 
in our power, we are to disband the army we 
have been at so much pains to raise. We shal! 
well deserve the name of children instead of men, 
if we pursue a policy of this kind. But, says the 
gentleman, Jet us disband the present army and 
raise a new one. I had thought the gentleman 
was a friend to economy; this, sir, is a left-hand- 
ed sort of economy, 

The gentleman says, however, that there is 
such animosity among the officers, they ought io 
be disbanded; and, if disbanded, I suppose we 
must put aclause in the bill that no man who 
has before been an officer shall again be appointed. 
Have not the officers now in the Army acquired 
some degree of knowledge? Would they not be 
vastly preferable to new levies? These feuds 
will always exist in your armies in time of peace. 
It is, on this ground, a matter of no importance 
of what materials your Army is composed—for, 
if they are not employed against a public enemy 
they will quarrel with one another. I knowi 
from experience. The gentleman speaks of the 
love which existed among the Revolutionary sol- 
diers. Ladmit it, sir, But when that army lay 
remote from the enemy, without anything to do, 
those feuds were as prevalent among them as 
among the present <n. They are inseparable 
from the nature of military life. A number of 
men placed in a remote situation, where there is 

no society, where there is no common danger 
staring them in the face, which will link and 
| bind them together, being young men, men of 
| high spirit, little bickerings pass between them, 
and as they cannot fight the enemy, they fighi 
one another. Look at the feuds in the Western 
army between Wilkinson and Wayne. Party 
was carried to as great lengths as in any army. 
When marched into the Indian country, on the 
20th of August, at the battle of Miami, they fough' 
together like two brothers. Raise a new army 
to-morrow, and the same feuds will exist in it as 
in the present army. Turn out the present comi- 
| manding officer and put in another; there will 
be harmony a little while; but, if there be noth- 
ing to do, it will soon be otherwise. The cause 
of the strength of attachment which existed 
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among the officers of the Revolution was, that 
they went together to face the enemy in time of 
danger, and the times of danger were frequent. 

Iam against, at this time, reducing the Army 
atall. I donot say that I would be so a few 
weeks hence. If when this vessel, (the John 
Adams, ) so long expected, arrives, the information 
she brings shall be such as will justify the Govern- 
ment in discharging the new troops, I will go 
heart and hand in doing it. To do it at this 
time is doing it prematurely, without any light 
by which to act. But on no occasion would I 
agree to the propositions of the gentleman from 

orth Carolina to disband the whole Army. You 
have laid out immense sums of money in build- 
ing fortifications—and rather than raise a tax to 
answer the common purposes of Government, 
will you suffer to go to ruin the works you have 
raised? But, say gentlemen, the militia are 
adequate to the defence of the country. Granted, 
sir. But militiamen will not do for forts and 
garrisons. They do not understand the duty, 
and cannot spare time from their domestic occu- 
pations. You cannot take the farmer or planter 
and put him ina fort. What is to be done with 
thefrontier? Arethe Indians again to be turned 
loose on the inhabitants? Do you not suppose, 
if you withdraw your garrisons, that the scalpin 
knife will again be drawn? Certainly it will 
Destroy your Western posts, and you will find 
them quickly at work. But gentlemen may say 
the Western people may go into forts and defend 
themselves. Ifthe time which a man ought to 
employ in the cultivation of his farm was to be 
employed in doing duty in a fort, you would find 
the country very slowly settled. I would main- 
tain a sufficient number of men for the Western 
and frontier posts, and that I would do at any 
time. I care not for expense; the people them- 
selves do not regard it for such an object. It is 
besides mueh cheaper than calling out the mili- 
tia. What is this great expense complained of ? 
Does the money leave the country? Is it sent 
across the ocean? Is it net expended among 
your Own citizens? [tis no loss at all, in my 
estimation. The money is spent in your own 
country and comes back into the Treasury. It 
enriches the people, if not the Treasury. I sub- 
mit to the House whether it be not proper, be- 
fore we determine to reduce either Army or Navy, 
that we should precisely know the situation in 
which we stand in relation to foreign Powers. 
Until that be known, it is impossible that we 
can do anything on this subject, unless we grope 
in utter darkness, I move, therefore, that the 
Committee rise, for the purpose of letting the sub- 
ject lie on the table till we can get a little further 
information on it. 

Mr. Dana was opposed to the Committee’s 
rising. The question being whether any part of 
the Army should stand, he said, detailed infor- 
mation was not necessary. If the question was, 
what part of the Army sbould be disbanded, the 
case would be very different. He said it was 
known that there always did exist along the line 


eesti CC A: 


for our superiority in arms, and this impression 
must be continued by keeping in arms a a of 
men whom they might see at times, and by whose 
appearance they might be impressed with a sense 
of our superiority. If we were to withdraw the 
garrison from the mouth of the Mississippi, we 
should expose that country to be seized at once 
by a foreign Power; and for an individual to re- 
cover himself from the grasp of a giant would 
not be a more arduous task than to recover that 
country from the hands of an enemy. 

Mr. Ruea said he did not by any means ad- 
mire this mode of getting rid of the bill for lay- 
ing additional duties. He reprobated the idea of 
disbanding the Army at this time. What, he 
asked, was to preserve the Western posts? What 
could preserve Michillimackinac? The traitors 
who were willing to stir up commotion on our 
frontier would have nothing to opposethem. He 
was against this precipitation, and wished the 
subject referred to a separate committee. 

Mr. Smitie hoped the Committee would not 
rise, but woald go through with the subject. 
His opinion was, that the Army ought to be re- 
duced to the Peace Establishment. The argu- 
ment of dissensions in the Army had no weight, 
and had been well answered by the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. Netson.) Where there 
is no common enemy to oppose, a body of men 
would quarrel with each other. We need not 
refer to armies for examples, said Mr. S., for we 
see this fact fully exemplified in this House. 

Mr. TarYcor stated his object to be to author- 
ize a reduction to the peace establishment, and 
to authorize a selection of the officers necessary 
to be retained. As to the Navy, he wished to 
see the whole laid up in ordinary, except such 
part as the President should think proper to keep 
for despatch vessels. 

Mr. TaLtmapGe was against the Committee 
rising. He was also against prostrating the 
whole army. He wished that proposition to be 
negatived, and to come fairly to the proposition— 
How much it should be reduced ? 

Mr. Jounson.—Mr. Speaker, I did not intend 
to express a sentiment upon this subject when I 
entered the House this morning; but the senti- 
ments expressed by others have made it my duty. 
I am in favor of reducing the Army and Navy to 
the lowest peace establishment, and shall not 
hesitate to give that vote this day upon this prin- 
ciple—that Congress has refused to use the Army 
and Navy for the only legitimate purpose for 
which they could be increased; that is, in vindi- 
cation of our rights, and in avenging the insults 
of France and Great Britain. 

The Army and Navy are not in themselvesany re- 
sistance to foreign aggression, unless you use them. 
We commenced a system of resistance against 
our foreign enemies worthy the cause of freemen— 
the system of embargo and non-intercourse; and 
we resclved that when we abandoned the system 
of commercial restrictions, we would resort to 
resistance by force. Hence the necessity of in- 
creasing the Army and Navy: and under a jast 


of the frontier men impressed with a reverence | conviction that the honor of the nation required 


So SP oT RRR = 





A 
f 
. 
/ 
, 

= 

a 

 ' 
: 
t 

| 





1867 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Reduction of the Army and Navy. 


1868 


ApRIL, 1810, 








reparation to meet a state of war, many voted 
or this additional force. But we are aboutto aban- 
don commercial restriction, and we have utterly 
refused to use force for the purposes of protection, 
and still we are required to keep up the Army 
and Navy. Unless you use them, the Army and 
Navy, in time of peace, are engines of oppression, 
and beyond an economical peace establishment 
they are inadmissible. Expenses are incurred 
for no valuable purpose, but the consequences 
are mischievous. We shall want a few despatch 
vessels, and a few soldiers to guard the Indian 
frontiers and to keep in order the fortifications 
on the seaboard; the balance is useless, and in 
fact, pernicious. Will the people of the United 
States in time of peace pay six millions of dol- 
lars for armies and navies annually, which you 
permit to sleep in camp, and pass the idle hours 
in a frigate, while the deep wounds inflicted upon 
this once happy country are fresh bleeding? If 
this Army and Navy were used in co-operation 
with other force for the advantage of the people, 
the six millions would be nothing; it would not 
raise a murmur; at least not with those who 
would expend millions for defence, but would 
not pay a cent for tribute. It would not, there- 
fore, be the expense alone that should induce me 
to disband the Army and dismantle the Navy. 
Why did not the people complain of the armies 
and the expenses of the Revolution? The object 
was glorious! The attainment was valuable! 
Why did not the people complain of the Army 
and the expense incurred by employing it against 
the Indians after the Treaty of 83? Because the 
honor, the safety, the independence of the nation 
demanded it. Why were the armies and navies 
under the Federal Administration unpopular? 
Because the people did not see the necessity of 
such forces. They thought, and correctly too, 
that war had been provoked with France (at that 
time thought to be fighting for independence) for 
the purpose of British alliance; and with this 
parade and expense, our rights at home were 
abridged, and the political institutions of the 
country threatened. Why have not the people 
complained of the increase of the Army and Navy 
under the last years of Mr. Jefferson’s Adminis- 
tration? Because they believed one should have 
been sent to the Canadas, and the other to drive 
smuggling vessels from our waters; and the only 
complaint made is, that we have failed to use 
the physical force of the nation to chastise the 
aggressions of other nations. To our humilia- 
tion and everlasting degradation, we have re- 
fused to use the means in our power to induce 
foreign nations to do us justice. Iwill not make 
that melancholy situation worse by keeping an 
army and navy at the expense of six millions, 
which must drive us to the necessity of taxing 
the people, or of increasing the debt of the Revo- 
lution. I want neither armies or navies in time 
of peace. 
he annals of human nature have not given 
to the world the sad example of a nation so 
powerful, so free, so intelligent, so jealous of their 
rights, and at the same time so grossly insulted, 


so materially injured, under such extraordinary 
forbearance. I have preferred a strong system 
of commercial restriction. I know it would be 
efficacious if enforced. But if this will not do, 
rather than submit one moment to the tyranny 
and oppression of France and Great Britain, | 
would vote for a positive and unequivocal de. 
claration of war against both Powers. We are 
able to maintain our independence against the 
combined Powers of the world; and were we not. 
the whole is combined against us, and submis. 
sion would not alter our situation. The people 
will not submit to be colonized and give up their 
independence. This is their motto: they will 
teach it to the rising generation, and it will re- 
main as long as memory itself. War should be 
the last sad resort; but war rather than submis- 
sion. I will be satisfied with any measure that 
will hold up honorable resistance to foreign foes, 
but less I will not agree to. 

Negotiation! This is in our way. I am will- 
ing to try negotiation until all are satisfied, if we 
can in the meantime keep up a system of honor- 
able opposition to the pretensions of the naval 
Powers of Europe. But I will not submit to for- 
eign insult, abandon my country’s rights, and 
then knock at the door of negotiation and humbly 
ask admittance. It must be effectually opened 
upon reciprocal dispositions, or I never would 
intrude upon their mercy. I expect nothing, 
however, from negotiation. I have no faith in 
the promises of kings or emperors. I will no 
longer confide in the justice of nations who fee! 
power and forget right. I must see the act and 
deed signed, sealed, and delivered, before I shall 
ever believe in its obligatory force. We still 
wait for negotiation—we wait in vain. I con- 
sider negotiation as closed. How long shall we 
expect and depend upon negotiation? Shall we 
be for ever amused with this fascinating charm 
uotil our chains are forged? Shall we never 
awake to our situation ? eare prevented from 
asserting the rights of this nation by the pen- 
dency of negotiation: I will wait no longer, nor 
build my hopes upon such expectations. I would 
take measures which should furnish some in- 
ducement for negotiation, and then we should 
have it; but never, so long as we invite aggress- 
ion by submission. 

Bonaparte talks through his Minister of the 
sacredness of neutral rights, inthe same moment 
that they are prostrated by his lawless power. 
He declares that his decrees will remain in force 
as long as the British orders, or the same policy 
with those orders. England has declared that 
her eR will not be abandoned as to the Uni- 
ted States but upon certain conditions which 
would be a literal as well as practical surrender 
of our independence. ‘This is our situation, and 
every arrival from Europe brings accounts ol 
new distresses and provocations—yet still we are 
waiting the news from Europe! What strange 
infatuation has seized upon the human mind? 
Expect justice from those whose justice is power ! 
What inducement have foreign nations to cease 
their nefarious aggressions? Is it because we 
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have receded from the ground of resistance 
which was assumed by Congress? Will they 
cease because they have grown rich upon the 
spoils of our property and the plunder of our 
commerce? Let us remember the fable, and de- 
pend upon ourselves. Providence has never 
withdrawn his guardian care from the only 
country which holds out to the unfortunate of 
every climate a place of refuge and rest. Let us 
look to ourselves ; let us unite; let us dismiss our 
fears. The danger apprehended is ideal—then 
why tremble and look dismayed? I fear neither 








the conscripts of Napoleon nor the British navy: | 


they may injure, but cannot enslave us. Pro- 
mises will do no longer—reparation only can 
atone. We all agree that our wrongs cannot be 
aggravated—all say we have just cause of hos- 
tility—that at this moment France and Great 
Britain have decrees in force, which regulate at 
their pleasure the exportation of our own pro- 
duce—the produce of our own soil and labor. 
This being admitted, let me ask whether this 
nation is able and willing to vindicate her own 
honor and maintain her inherent rights against 
foreign encroachment? The people are able 
and willing—who will deny it? To say other- 
wise is an unfounded calumny on the American 
people. 

A Republican Government is the strongest 
Government in the world; it is founded upon 
principles indestructible and everlasting—princi- 
ples of affection, virtue, intelligence, wisdom, and 
self preservation. I never will consent to pur- 


chase British or Gallic friendship; it would make | 


them look upon us with contempt—they would 
despise us for the want of union and energy. 
And what need we expect from submission ? 
This will not satisfy tyrants. No, sir! 
will chastise you for the very act of submission. 
Do they press us for the sole satisfaction of see- 
ing a great Republic humbled? They are actu- 
ated by other motives—the motives of gain and 
plunder. But it is said we cannot fight the 
whole world. Then let us tell France and 


Great Britain to continue their spoliations until | 


they make a treaty with each other—or until 
one nation will agree to forbear while we fight 


the other; and when we have proved successful, | 


we must then invite the other to open combat. 
Others say we must not interfere in the European 


wars—the two warring Powers are a good coun- 
This is complaisance indeed, to say to 
We will not 
resist until you fight it out, and so soon as you 
have ended the conflict, we will fight you single- 


terpoise. 
those who are trampling upon us: 
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we should have to fight for our own rights, and 

never enter into any arrangement that would bind 
| the United States to keep up the war one single 
;moment after we should have received satis- 
| faction. 

But Icok to the papers from England. There 
|is no danger of war. We want nothing but jus- 
| tice, and were we to demand it in a tone that 
, would convince England war would be the re- 
sult of its being longer withheld, we should re- 
ceive justice in twenty-four hours. So with 
France—nothing is wanting but firmness. We 
hear members say that we cannot go to war 
| with England. In England, members of Parlia- 
iment say they cannot maintain a war with the 
United States at this period. England and 
France have generally pressed us at the same 
| time; as one advances, so does the other, and as 
| we take firm measures, they both recede, and 
| when we temporize they advance. This should 
| teach us wisdom. Let it never be recorded upon 
'the journals of this House that the people are 
unable or unwilling to maintain, at any hazard, 
their character, their rights, and independence. 
|The records may be stained with such a vote, 
| but that will not make it true. We are afraid to 





trust ourselves, and we pretend that we are 
afraid to trust the people. My hopes have rested 
/and always will rest upon the people; they con- 
| stitute my last hope. We may disgrace ourselves 
| by our acts, but the people will rise in the ma- 
jesty of their strength, and the world will be in- 
| terested in the spectacle: we ourselves should 
venerate the firmness we could not imitate. A 
people who might have avoided a seven years’ 
| bloody war if they had consented to pay a con- 
tribution—a tax of three pence upon a pound of 
tea—there is not a trait in the character of such 
|a people to make us despond. Armed with ridi- 
cule and the cries of alarm, the Opposition have 
driven us from every honorable ground hereto- 
| fore assumed, and we are at the end of the ses- 
| sion upon the brink of submission; the nation is 
| represented as a sick child crying after foreign 
commerce, unable to forbear or suffer. 

Talk of restrictions on commerce, and we are 
| told that we cannot make money enough—speak 
of war, and we are told of its horrors—but we are 
not told at the same time of the value of independ- 
/ence and the injuries we have sustained: that 
| would not answer the purpose, the balance would 
| not sink ia favor of such considerations. Our 
weakness—this is a theme of constant declama- 

tion. Our childhood; our want of nerve, men 
| and money; an exhausted Treasury, our gun- 
| boats, torpedoes, and even our Army and Navy, 








I am not astonished at any doctrine now-a- | are all brought up as reasons for submission, pas- 


days, or I should be at this. In my opinion, the | sive obedience, and non-resistance. With union, 
circumstance of our having to resist the insults | we have everything ; we have citizens, and they 
of both nations, is not at all unpropitious. Iad | are soldiers; we have freemen, and they have 
rather be at war with both nations while engaged spirit; we have statesmen, and they have patriot- 
with each other, than fight either nation single- | ism ; we have officers, and they have wisdom and 
handed. But some are afraid of a British, | valor; we have fortifications, arms, and muni- 
some of a French alliance. There is no neces- | tions of war; our resources are inexhaustible, and 
sity for either, nor would I ever enter into such | inparalleled in any age or country. The Secre- 


alliance. If we should be drawn into the war, | tary of the Treasury, in his report to Congress 
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of December 10, 1808, in speaking of the re- 
sources of the revenue, says, that a revenue de- 
aived solely from duties on importations, though 
unimpaired by war, will always be amply suffi- 
cient during long intervals of peace, not only to 
defray current expenses, but also to reimburse the 
debts contracted during the few periods of war; 
and that no taxes, direct or indirect, are therefore 
contemplated in the case of hostilities carried on 
against the two great belligerent Powers. In his 
letter to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
upon the same subject, this session, he says, the 
proceeds of the public land would alone, slowly 
perhaps, but certainly, extinguish a much greater 
debt than the United States have it now in their 
power to create. With these two distinct sources 
of revenue, we are told of our poverty and want 
of resources. The Secretary of the Treasury 
has pointed out the ways and means, and it be- 
longs to us to use them with discretion, or not 
use them at all. 

I will not go back for causes to justify a system 
of resistance. I would not go back to past events, 
and I would leave out of the question, if gentle- 
men wish it, the burning our vessels on the high 
seas—the confiscation of our property in port— 
the imprisonment of our citizens—the murder of 
Pierce—the attack on the Chesapeake—the im- 
pressment of our seamen ; and still I should find 
cause to justify the most energetic measures 
against France and Great Britain. I mean the 
orders and decrees. It was proven by a member 
from New York, who got his information from 
the Treasury reports, that the blockading or- 
ders of England, at this time, would injure our 
trade and our citizens, to the amount of upwards 
of $30,000,000 annually; and the decrees of 
France, upwards of $18,000,000. The whole 
wealth of the nation is closed out from an hon- 
orable and profitable market. The honorable 
course is as evident to nations as to individuals; 
itis as important to the body politic as to the 
citizen; and you might as well endeavor to cone 
vince me that an individual, because he is sur- 
rounded with wealth, and in a house adorned, as 
this hall is, with crimson curtains, would feel 
justified in having his character assailed, and his 
rights attacked, without the least obligation to 
defend the one or other, as to attempt to prove 
that, as we are rich and happy asa nation, we 
should permit foreign Powers to treat us with 
indignity, and trample under foot our most valu- 
able rights. 

We have three courses before us. To main- 
tain our rights, maritime and territorial, by 
force, by letters of marque and reprisal, and drive 
our enemies from North America—to meet the 
invasion of our rights, by commercial restric- 
tion—or to remain at home in Chinese policy. I 
would take either course rather than permit the 
despotism of foreign nations to regulate our com- 
merce or our internal concerns. If we are de- 
termined to have commerce at all events, I shall 
be satisfied with an honorable and rigid system 
of restriction against the belligerents. It would 
be as powerful as armies and navies, and more 


so, if we have love of country sufficient toenforce 
it: but if that fails us I am for using the sword 
and the musket, rather than suffer our flag to be 
dishonored, our sovereignty derided, and our ex- 
ports regulated by a foreign despot. The citi- 
zens shall never seek protection, and obtain a 
license from a foreign Government to carry 
American products to market, with my consent. 
This nation shall not be so much dishonored. Be- 
fore | wouldaid in a traffic so dishonorable, I would 
pass a law making it highly penal to raise the 
flag of tie United States three> miles from our 
shores. If we will have commerce, disgrace shall 
not go hand in hand with it. 

‘IT have confined myself to the injury now ex- 
isting ; the regulation or exclusion of our lawful 
trade from market by the decrees of the two bel- 
ligerents. As to the past injuries, we are told 
they are forgotten—they are blotted from the 
memory, and we should not now resent them; 
on account of their antiquity our resentment has 
cooled. And is it true that these abominble out- 
rages of only yesterday are of such ancient date 
that the memory of man runs not to the contrary ! 
I do not believe that these outrages are forgotten 
by the people, nor are they willing to pass them 
without atonement. And are we never to resent 
injuries unless the whole nation is in a passion, 
and boiling over with indignation? A wise na- 
tion should never adopt.a measure from the im- 
pulse of passion and resentment alone. We 
should exercise reflection and prudence—we 
should act as a brave and intelligent people—we 
should view the injury—examine its nature and 
extent, and its consequences if permitted to pass 
with impunity. If the consequences of acquies- 
cence would be disastrous, we should then deter- 
mine on a proper redress, and meet any danger 
without calculation or dismay. What measures 
would suit this House? Neither navigation 
laws nor commercial restrictions will do. Driv- 
ing Great Britain from North America, and 
granting letters of marque and reprisal, will not 
do. Convoying merchant vessels to legal ports 


in opposition to French decrees and English pa- 
per blockades will notdo. Arm your merchant- 
men? No. Encourage domestic manufactures 


and internal improvement, open roads and ca- 
nals, and facilitate internal commerce? No. But 
when a Berlin, Milan, or Bayonne decree is en- 
forced against us, say: Bonaparte is fighting 
for the liberty of the seas. When Orders in Coun- 
cil have blockaded the world from our just com- 
merce, say—Great Britain is fighting for her ex- 
istence, and against French dominion. When 
our vessels are burned, our property confiscated, 
and our citizens confined, say—we must not pro- 
voke this man. When our seamen are held in 
the chains of slavery by the British impressments. 
to the amount of thousands, let us say—they are 
mistaken for British subjects. When a Pierce is 
killed, say—his murderer has been brought to 
trial. When a national vessel is attacked, say— 
the outrage is disavowed. When a solemn ar- 
rangement is disavowed, say—the Minister vio- 
lated his instructions. And when the President 
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is insulted, let us justify the foreign Minister. 
The history of the French and British aggres- 
sion, the history of our own measures, the expe- 
rience particularly of three or four years past, 
prove, that we have nothing to hope or fear from 
either belligerent, and that we have no induce- 
ment left to make any sacrifices to procure Brit- 
ish or Gallic friendship. The partial non-impor- 
tation—the interdiction of the British armed 
vessels by proclamation—the embargo—the non- 
intercourse—the dismissal of Jackson; were | 
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be causes or pretexts for war; and a declaration 
of war has not been made. When defeated in 
Spain, England relaxed. When Bonaparte was | 
repulsed near Vienna, he relented. There is no | 
danger of war so long as we permit the plunder | 
of our commerce, nor would any exist, if we were 
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sult, and advert to the distresses of the Revolu- 
tion. Is the Revolution brought upto prove that 
we should submit to foreign aggression? Does 
it prove that the independence achieved by the 
glorious struggle is not worth the money and 
blood which it cost? Does it prove that we 
should now yield up that independence, rather 
than oppose the encroachments of France and 
Great Britain. 

In this discussion, so unexpected, I have been 
hurried away, without intending so much to im- 
pose upon the patience of the House. I must, 
therefore, in justice tomy own senseof duty, and 
the attention which has been manifested, cease 
to take up the time in any further remarks on 
the subject. 

Mr. McKee said he rose with considerable em- 


resolved upon a firm vindication of our rights. | barrassment to discuss this question ; but it was 
This is evidence that no sacrifice is necessary on ; a duty which he owed to himself as well as to 
our part to conciliate the friendship of our for-| his country to make a few remarks on it. The 
eign enemies, or to avoid war. And with this| reduction of the Army and Navy, said he, has 
evidence before us, it seems to me that if the| been opposed on the ground that our difficulties 
British navy could burn the seaboard from Pass- | with the belligerents are not adjusted. The fact 


amaquoddy to Orleans, and we had an army on | 
the borders of Canada, expressions of sorrow on 

her part, and a promise of satisfaction, would be 
sufficient to induce us to withdraw our forces, 
and stay the hand of vengeance. But we are 
waiting for European intelligence! Let us ex- 
amine the feverish state of the public mind—let 
us retrospect this chapter of accidents, and see 
what we have gained by it. Nothing but disap- 
pointment. 

There is always one uniform rule of inquiry; 
what news from Europe? The Spanish patriots, 
what progress are they making under the ban- 
ners of Ferdinand the Seventh? The British have 
sent an expedition to Spain in aid of the cause. 
The combined forces of Spain and England are 
defeated by Bonaparte, but another coalition is 
formed on the Continent against Napoleon. The 
Archduke Charles is to oppose him with im- 
mense forces. Good news! Bonaparte has been 
repulsed near Vienna—surrounded in an enemy’s 
country—good must come of this! But the next 
mail brings an account of the defeat of the Aus- 
trians.—Sad reverse! Good news again! The 


raeterenttieatiriacecenmeeeenenes ciate tapers arcitiatiatninceiammsceniaiticcatita trian et aaa 


_ British Cabinet is distracted—the members are 


quarrelling with each other—the King has de- 
clared he will not go to war with us because the 
President dismissed Jackson! And are we to! 
take up our time in such inquiriesas these? Are | 
we to legislate upon the fluctuating events of Eu- | 
rope? Ihope not. I trust we have done with | 
the chapter of accidents. If we do not act more | 
worthy the cause intrusted to us, we shall hear 
the indignant voice of an injured people. They 
have confidence in us, but, abandon their rights, 
and your influence isno more. A system of tame 
acquiescence will soon make us feel the leaden 
hand of oppression. The sound of misery ard | 
the groans of distress, rather than the voice of | 
joy, will be heard in the cottage of the farmer and 
the shop of the mechanie. During the session 
we have often heard members oppose every mea- 
sure of resistance. for fear war should be the re- 





is too certain, sir, that we have nothing on which 
any act is to be predicated as to any arrangement 
with the belligerents; but I conceive that, even 
if war itself was certain, it would be perfectly 
unnecessary to keep on foot this establishment. 
I do not want these men for the defence of my 
own life, liberty, and property ; I look to the har- 
dy sons of the country for defence from a foreign 
foe. Would any gentleman be willing to submit 
the defence of everything he holds dear, to men 
who have loitered out their days in camps and in 
the most luxurious ease and vice? Whatare the 
pursuits of those composing your Army? They 
are occupied with broilsamong themselves. Could 
you with such troops expect to meet the foe in 
such a manner as to produce a happy result ? 
You could not expect lon that they should take 
to their heels whenever danger assailed them. 
They eat up your means of establishing an effi- 
cient and effectual army whenever dangers may 
press, without promising efficient service in time 
of need. 

It has been said that Congress have not taken 
any efficient measures. True, sir, they have not 
taken any, and it has been conceived by some, 
that the spirit of the nation has not been met by 
a correspondent disposition on the part of this 
House. To declare war requires the concurrence 
of this House; but, sir, whenever you are to have 
war, you wil! hear the voice of the people com- 
manding it, like the voice of Jove when he bows 
the heavens and rends the skies. War is easily 
commenced but not easily ended. Such are the 
fundamental principles of our Government, that 
war is the last measure we should resort to. If 
the cry of war was heard to-morrow, would you 
rely on the present army for carrying iton? 1 
presume you would not. If you did, what would 
you depend upon? A set of men collected from 
where? From the very dregs of society. On 
officers who have trifled out their days io luxury, 
ease, and extravagance. I will not myself rest 


my rights as a citizen on any such a tenure, 
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And I say again, sir, and I hope the idea will be 
considered by the House, that whenever the na- 
tion goes to war, whenever dangers press, I look 
not to those who are hired for five or six dollars 
a month for our effective force. In what, sir, does 
the strength of this nation consist? In standing 
armies or fleets? No, sir; but in the affection of 
the people to the Government. They think and 
judge for themselves ; and whenever war appears 
indispensably necessary, you may ask your citi- 
zens to turn out and they will doso. They will 
rally around the standard of the country, and 
present an united front to any foe. 

Tam glad also that the resolution contemplates 
the reduction of the Navy; for I never could for 
myself discover what advantage ever was de- 
rived from the Naval Establishment, or could in 
prospect be ft from it. Is it in prospect 
to erect a naval force to cope with that of Great 
Britain on the ocean? The idea is chimerical. 
Why shall we spend millions a year to answer 
no valuable purpose? If it be unavoidably ne- 
cessary for us to become a naval Power, let us be- 
gin at once, and build fifty or sixty frigates or 
ships-of-the-line. But I presume it is not the in- 
tention of Congress or the nation to spend on 
such a project sums of money beyond their reach ; 
and even if it were, I would ask what good can 
be derived from a navy, even if we were capable 
of coping with that of Great Britain? What 
has reduced a great portion of the British nation 
to a state of misery unequalled? Her navy. 
What has kept the British nation perpetually at 
war for half acentury past? Hernavy. Anavy 
is an instrument always ready for .ction; and 
bad wea navy nearly equal to that «1 Great Brit- 
aau, we, like her, should always be at war, because 
.nen all have the same dispositions, and willact in 
the same way in similar circumstances. What 
enabled Great Britain to carry on war against the 
United States when she sought to humble us? 
Her navy. What has enabled her to keep Eu- 
ropean trade in bondage for years past? Her 
navy. What enabled her to commit enormities 
in Hindostan, the bare relation of which would 
add a gloom to the regions of the dead? Her 
navy. Sir, such an instrument I do not want to 
possess. Seeing that no good can arise from an 
establishment of this kind, I would cheerfully 
vote for its reduction as low as I can. 

Mr. Rupa was totally opposed to the whole of 
the resolution. He said he was not about to at- 
tempt to do away what had been said in relation 
to disputes in the Army. They had no relation 
whatever to the subject before the House. If the 
officers did their duty as far as commanded, he 
said it was all the United States could ask from 
them. To be sure, said he, the whole number 
we have got is too small fora War Establishment, 
an! indeed may be too few for a Peace Estab- 
lishment: but they are equal, take them together, 
to the same number of any troops in the world. 
I will observe to those who are so anxious to 
adopt this resolution, that we have our neutrality 
tosupport. That we might appear as formidable 
as may be to those in opposition to us, we ought 
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not by passing this resolution to strip ourselves 
bare of military force. What would gentlemen 
have? Do they desire that the whole nation 
should be naked of defence through their whim 
and caprice? [I am not for relinquishing any 
principle we can support. So long as we can 
support our neutrality, so long shall we be re- 
spected by the nations of Europe. I deny that 
we have yet relinquished a single principle of 
right. The belligerents have harassed our trade; 
but have we relinquished anything tothem? We 
have not. A navy at this time is necessary to 
keep marauders off our coast. If we had such 
vessels in our waters before the murder of Pierce, 
that probably would not have taken place. |; 
gentlemen are not willing that our coasts and 
waters should be liable to the molestation of every 
little picaroon, they will vote for the reductioa 
of the Navy. 

My objection to expenses is as great as that of 
any man, but I cannot on that score agree to this 
resolution. I feel a reliance on the militia; but, 
sir, suppose the Indians come to Michillimackinac 
or the posts in Ohio—are you to repel them by the 
militia? I am not for disturbing those people 
from their useful occupations. Let us not, for 
fear of expense, doa thing which we might re- 
pent ata future day. It appears to me as if mo- 
ney was the order of the day. We must have 
commerce to get money; we must disband tie 
Army and Navy to save money. It seems to be 
considered the summum bonum. As Lam not 
of that opinion, I hope the resolution will not 
pass. 

Mr McK said that all the proofs he had here- 
tofore received of the sincerity of the gentleman 
(Mr. Macon) wno had made this motion, could 
not make hii believe that he was serious in pro- 
posing tu disband the whole of the present little 
Army. When all Europe is in arms, said he, 
when our rights are wantonly trampled on, it ap- 
pears to me the most extraordinary proposition 
ever made toa deliberative body. The expense has 
been dwelt on; but that will not terrify me into 
an acquiescence inthe proposition. Your Army 
is in the United States. 


of the United States. 
propriated to the support of the Army ? 
United States. It returns to the people who paid 
it. Ihave no idea of a little expense inducing 
this House to demolish its means of defence. To 
have been perfectly consistent, the resolution 
should have comprehended the demolition of out 
forts, the sale of the cannon, &c. Our Army's 
very little more than sufficient to take care ol 
them. Atany time when we can see the nations 
of Europe return to order, the spirit of war and 
depredation asleep, and those evils which threaten 
the very dissolution of civil society corrected, |! 
will be time enough to reduce our military and 
naval force. At present I hope we shall neither 
disband or reduce the Army. 


Mr. Dana said that although the officers be: | 
longing to the additional military force were uD- | 
derstood to have been appointed in some measure | 
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from a given political party in the country, from 
ersons considered as belonging to a certain po- 
itical sect, and that persons of a different de- 
scription were put by, as not worthy of the honor 
of being intrusted with the public defence; still 
he did not feel so strongly for the smallness of 
that transaction as that he would be willing to 
set down the officers so appointed as unworthy 
the offices they held. He said he was not willing 
to suppose that there could be any large portion 
of the Army, of whatever political complexion 
its officers should be selected, that could not be 
trusted to fight the battles of the country even 
in point of military spirit. We ought not, there- 
fore, said he, to reproach our Army with wallow- 
ing in luxury, and as enervated by indulgence, 
nor to say that we feel a distrust in the officers 
or troops, or that we deem them deficient in dis- 
cipline or prudence. 

Having made these observations in relation to 
the Army—and I certainly think that none of the 
officers from the State which I represent received 
their recommendation from the Representatives 
of that State, not even from my colleague (Mr. 
TALLMADGE) under whose suggestions many al- 
terations in the law for raising the Army were 
made ; and certainly, sir, whoever was Secretary 
of War, he could not have claimed precedence 
of my colleague for the actual knowledge or ac- 
tual skill—yet still in respect to this army it is 
understood that the delegations from all the States 
in the Union were consulted but Connecticut and 
Delaware; Delaware I believe was considered 
under the guardianship of Maryland; Connecti- 
cut was to find whom she could—although this 
course of proceeding was pursued, 1 am not for 
reproaching the officers appointed, as military 
men, till some palpable cause shall be found; for 
I consider the soldier’s sense of honor one of the 
best traits of his character; and if that be dis- 
regarded, we are not to expect our officers and 
soldiers to distinguish themselves by correctness 
of conduct or attention to the duties of their 
station. 

I have to observe, sir, as to the course of pro- 
cedure in the relinquishment of any of the past 
measures, that to all gentlemen who consider this 
system of restrictive energy as the sole mode of 
maintaining our rights, and as an essential prin- 
ciple of independence. and are now giving it up, 
it must be a subject of much difficulty ; and gen- 
tlemen who consider this resistance as a pledge 
of national independence and a guarantee of na- 
tional honor, must view it with horror. I respect 
the sentiment which detests the surrender of that 
honor of which we are the guardians, especially 
in this Hall, which should be as the Temple of 
Freedom. But let gentlemen themselves take 
care of that affair. I have nothing to do with it. 
I never considered it a mode of defending our 
rights. I never expected it to produce that effect. 
[ might have respected the zeal of gentlemen, but, 
as to the operation of the system, I had no confi- 
dence in it. I do not think it was proper to at- 
tempt to maintain our independence by adopting 
the old colonial system of non-exportation and 


non-consumption. If, to be sure, we were now 
colonies of another Power, and had provincial 
agents at the British Court, to implore His Ma- 
jesty to look upon our sufferings and graciously 
to relieve us from the burdens he and his Parlia- 
liament had put upon us, all this system would 
be proper. But, sir, till we agree that our Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary are but the agents of the 
colonies of the British Empire, as a system of 
opposition to one or the other belligerent, it isa sys- 
tem radically wrong. In the nature of the thing, 
you are doomed to fail in the contest of com- 
mercial restriction. The nature of things is, that 
the contest is so unequal that no human virtue 
can enable youtotriumph. Whilst those against 
whom you act suffer a loss of a fourth of their 
revenue, you suffer a loss of one-half or three- 
fourths of your revenue. The reaction on you 
is geater than the action on your opponent. You 
are doomed to fail precisely for the same reason 
that any line of troops passively exposed to a fire 
must suffer more than those actively engaged. 
Passive endurance is more painful than action. 
To endure with patience is the severest test of 
firmness. This system, sir, has nothing in it con- 
formable with my ideas of maintaining the honor, 
independence, and rights of the country. If gen- 
tlemen have found that the system has failed, 
they have the felicity, which every man may hope 
for, of learning wisdom by experience in the result 
of his own error. If they think the system has 
now failed and ought to be abandoned, they have 
a consolation, that under the difficulty of persever- 
ing, under the great loss of public money, and the 
great public dissatisfaction, they have shown a 
determination to hold on in the course they had 
commenced. They weuld be singularly unfor- 
tunate if they had not now the benefit of correct- 
ing their own errors. 

Dismissing this subject, however, I come to 
the question, whether we should have any reg- 
ular troops in the service of the United States. 
lam for having some, because I consider a cer- 
tain force as necessary to economy, as necessary 
to the convenience of our people, as necessary to 
the saving of public property. To call out the 
militia to serve in garrisons might be extremely 
vexatious to the citizens. While one detachment 
would be marching to the fort, and one from it, 
they would be additionally expensive to the Uni- 
ted States. On an average, they would cost a 
third more and do much less than the same num- 
ber of regular troops. Another difficulty in call- 
ing out the militia for this purpose would be, that 
the perpetual change of troops, and more espe- 
cially as they are of a description which have 
not that close observation and attention to com- 
mand essential to the policy of an army, would 
prevent a proper care being taken of the public 
stores.. Under such a system we should spoil one 
very good cultivator of the soil to make one very 
bad soldier; it would cost more money and expose 
to considerable waste the public stores. I am 
therefore against disbanding the whole Army of 
the United States. 


Mr. Dawson expressed his hope that gentlemen 





eps Salts 


a 


eae ate i 


Nine 9 


supremo Sia 


ie NB 


: 
‘ 
é 


eer i, 


ree 





1879 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1880 








would curtail the debate and permit a question 
to be taken. 

Mr. Macon again spoke in favor of disbanding 
the Army. 

The partial reduction of the Army was advo- 
cated by Messrs. TaLtManvee and Root, and op- 
posed by Messrs. HoLianp, and Boyp. 

On motion of Mr. Root, the resolution was 
amended, so as to read as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the Military Establishment of the 
United States ought to be reduced; and that the Naval 
Establishment ought to be reduced.” 

Mr. Roor then called for a division of the 
question. 

And the question being taken on so much as 
relates to the Military Establishment, was carried, 
ayes 77—present about 100 members. 

And the question was taken on the remaining 
part relative tothe Naval Establishment, and car- 
ried, ayes 63. 

The question on the whole resolution was then 
taken and carried. 

The Committee rose and reported progress on 
the duty bill, obtained leave to sit again on it, and 
reported their agreement to the resolution. 

The House agreed now to consider the report 
of the committee, but, before taking a question on 
it, adjourned. 





Tuespay, April 17. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
to amend an act, entitled ‘An act for the estab- 
lishment of a Turnpike Company in the county 
of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia ;” and 
the same being twice read, were concurred in by 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. Burwett, who observed 
that the amendment he had wished to propose 
to the bill would be more appropriately added to 
another bill, the Committee of the Whole were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill fixing the compensation of public Ministers, 
&c., and it was ordered to a third reading. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
was laid before the House, transmitting a partic- 
ular statement of the receipts, expenditures, loans, 
&c., from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment, made out in conformity to a resolution of 
the House, passed a few days ago, on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Ranpotea. 

The bill from the Senate for the establishment 
of a quartermaster’s department, was twice read, 
and committed. 

The bill to allow the benefit of drawback to 
goods transported by land from Boston to New- 
port and from Newport to Boston, in the same 
manner as if transported coastwise, was read a 
third time, and passed. 

The House took up, for consideration, the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill to examine 
into the title to the batture. 

The first amendment requires the Commission- 
ers appointed to collect testimony for that pur- 
pose to go to New Orleans. 


Adjournment. 
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This amendment was negatived, Mr. Guotsoy 
opposing and Mr. Lyon supporting it—ayes 17, 

The second amendment goes to strike out the 
clause requiring the Commissioners, appointed to 
colleet testimony, to report to Congress thei) 
opinion thereon, and to insert the following: “to. 
gether with the law, usage, edicts, or customs. 
upon which the said title may depend, and which 
they shall also collate and arrange.” 

Mr. Pornpexter opposed and Mr. Lyon sup- 
ported the amendment; which was negatived— 
57 to 40. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. Smite said that in reviewing the business 
before the House, he thought it was impossible to 
adjourn on the 23d instant, as they had agreed 
do. He therefore moved to rescind that vote 

The House agreed to consider the motion, 5) 
to 23, 

Mr. Exy opposed the motion as premature, and 
irregular, inasmuch as it appeared to him to be | 
proper that the proposition to rescind should come 
from the House which had last agreed to the res- 
olution, as it was to be supposed that the House 
would fully have investigated it. The Senate, 
besides, Mr. E. said, was the body most likely to 
be possessed of facts or evidence which would 
render it proper to protract the session. 

Mr. Smiuie said he would move that the reso- 
lution should lie on the table but that he had un- 
derstood the rules of the Senate required three 
days for the passage of such a resolution ; and, if 
not passed to-day, it might not be in time for the 
Senate to act on it before the day fixed for ad- 
journment. 

Mr. Livermore was of opinion that the reso- 
lution should originate with the Senate. Unless 
something was offered from the Executive which 
should render it necessary to protract the session. 
he was against the resolution. 

Mr. GHoLson moved to amend the motion, by 
adding thereto a resolution to adjourn on the 1st 
of May. 

Mr. Prrxin said if the question was taken now. | 
he should vote against it. If the President bad | 
received information to make it necessary for | 
Congress to continue longer together, he trusted 
he would give it. If any such information was 
in his possession, it was his duty to communicate 
it to the House. The President knew that Con- 
gress had determined to adjourn on the 23d. I! 
he wished them to continue longer, Mr. P. said 
he trusted that he would give them that informa- 
tion. Till that information was received, he 
could not agree to rescind the vote for adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. Newson said his ideas accorded nearly 
with those of the gentleman last up. Not being 
prepared now to act on the resolution, he moved 
that it lie on the table. 

Mr. Fisx hoped the resolution would not lie on 
the table, nor be amended as proposed, and cited 
the various important concerns now depending 
before Congress as so many arguments in favor 
of the motion, particularly the renewal of the 
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charter of the Bank of the United States. If this 


subject was not acted on, the President might be 


compelled on account of it to convene Congress 
in an extra session. 

Mr. Quincy opposed the resolution. If Con- 
gress were now to protract the session, in what sit- 
uation would they place the merchant, who had 


Congress on the 23d, and consequently on the 
expiration of the non-intercourse lawat that time? 


j Was the House going thus to hang them in sus- 


_ pense? If the resolution was adapted, a bill for 


_ the immediate repeal of the non-intercourse must 


ea 


> known by the appellation of the Yazoo claim, 





' anything should be done, directly or eels 


be simultaneously passed. 

Messrs, Gop and Urnam also opposed the 
resolution, and Mr. Macon supported it. 

The motion to lay it on the table was carried, 
51 to 45. 


YAZOO CLAIMS. 


Mr. Ranpotpn said that, during the present 
session, a memorial had been presented to the 
House on behalfof the New England ee 
Land Company, embracing what was generally 


which had been referred to the Committee of 
Claims. From that Committee he had been in 
expectation of a report for some weeks past. He 
said he was informed by the chairman of that 
committee that they had been discharged from 
the further consideration of that memorial, and 
that it was now on the table of the House. Mr. 
R. expressed his regret at the course this busi- 
ness had taken. He said, he did not wish that 


by any act of commission or omission, thatshou 

give any, the slightest degree of countenance to 
that claim. The House must be apprized, thata 
judicial decision, of no small importance, had, 
during the present session of Congress, taken 
place in relation to that subject. Now he feared 
that an abandonment on the part of the House of 
an examination of tiat question, particularly at 
the time when it was abandoned, would wear the 
appearance abroad of acquiescence in that judi- 
cial decision on their part. If it was any ordi- 
nary claim, I should have no apprehension; but 
I have been acquainted with this claim from the 


time of its introduction into this House, and | 


surely never has a claim been pressed upon the 
public with such pertinacity, with such art, with 
such audacity. Not a single circumstance, how- 
ever slight, has arisen in either branch of the Le- 
gislature, not a single act have we done, or failed | 
to do, in relation to the claim, that the petitioners | 
have not modestly adduced as an evidence not | 
merely of the justice of their claim, hut of a dis- 
position on our part to subscribe to it. I do there- 
fore hope. as this claim has rested so long before 
the Committee of Claims, as that they have 
made up their minds on the subject so as to ena- 
ble them to make a report on it, that they will 
indulge the House with a report on it. I there- 
fore move that the petition be referred to the 
Committee of Claims, with instructions to report 
thereon to the House. 
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Mr. Jounson objected to the reference, on ac- 
count of the lateness of the session, the pressure of 
other business, and the impossibility shambing a 
report during the present session in time to be 
acted on by the House. 

Mr. Livermore expressed his anxiety that this 
question should, in some shape or other, be 
brought before the House. He said, the claim- 
ants felt strong in the justice of their claim, and 
were anxious for a discussion and fair investiga- 
tion of it. 

Mr. Troup advocated the reference. In allu- 
sion to the late decision of the Supreme Court, 
he said it was a decision which the mind of every 
man attached to Republican principles must re- 
volt at. He said it was necessary, if the House 
were not disposed to acquiesce in that decision, 
that some step should be taken in relation to this 
petition. 

Mr. Ranpoupn, on the suggestion of Mr. Joun- 
SON, that the Committee of Claims would not 
have time to prepare and mature a report, with- 
drew his motion for reference of the memorial to 
that committee, and moved the following resolu- 
tion: 

“ Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of the 
New England Mississippi Land Company, is unrea- 
sonable, unjust, and ought not to be granted.” 


The House refused to consider the motion — 
yeas 46, nays 54, as follows: 


Yeas—William W. Bibb, John Brown, Robert 
Brown, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew 
Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, William Crawford, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, James Emott, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Wal- 
ter Jones, William Kennedy, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Aaron 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Alexander 
McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thos. 
Moore, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nichol- 
son, Joseph Pearson, John Porter, John Randolph, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Roane, Samuel 
Shaw, Dennis Smelt, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, George M. Troup, 
Archibald Van. Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Robert Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James 
Breckenridge, John Campbell, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, James Cox, Richard Cutts, 
John Davenport, junior, William Ely, William Find- 
ley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gard- 
ner, David S. Garland, Thomas R. Gold, Nathaniel 
A. Haven, Daniel Heigter, James Holland, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Lewis, junior, Vincent Mat- 
thews, Pleasant M. Miller, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, 
junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Henry 
Southard, James Stephenson, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, John 
Thompson, Uri Tracy, Jabez Upham, Robert Weakley, 
Laban Wheaton, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Mr. Ranpoupu said as his object was thus de- 
feated, and the House did not seem disposed to 
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discuss that motion, he should propose another. 
He moved that the petitioners have leave to 
withdraw their petition. 


This motion occasioned a very desultory de- 
bate, in which Messrs. Biss, Bacon, Key, Quin- 
oy, Smitiz, Ranpovpn. Livermore, Troup, and 
Suerrey, took part. The great objection to the 
motion was, that it proposed a course which the 
petitioners themselves had not requested, and 
which was not usually pursued, unless where, 
after an investigation of a petition, it was deemed 
wholly improper to act on it. 

Mr. Quincy moved to postpone the motion 
indefinitely. 

After further debate, on motion of Mr. Gnot- 
son, the further consideration of the whole sub- 
ject was ordered to lie on the table—54 to 36. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business of yesterday. 

The first part of the resolution being under 
consideration as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the Military Establishment of the 
United States ought to be reduced,” 

Mr. Burwe tu spoke in support of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Guo.tson assigned his reasons for the vote 
he was about to give. 

Mr. Dana replied to some of Mr. Guotson’s 
remarks on the subject of commercial restric- 
tions. 

Mr. Quincy said it appeared to him to be ab- 
surd to adopt a general principle and send it toa 
committee to report a bill, without giving that 
committee particular instructions, which might 

ive them some idea of the wishes of the House. 

r. Q. was himself desirous of reducing the 
present military force to about five thousand 
men, the number he supposed proper for a Peace 
Establisament, and further he did not wish to go. 
He therefore moved to amend the resolution, 
which was now too indefinite, by adding words to 
this effect: ‘“ By providing for reducing, by law, 
* the regiments of dragoons and riflemen, and au- 
* thorizing the disbanding the Brigadier Generals 
‘and all supernumerary staff and company offi- 
* cers, except such as shall be necessary to organ- 
‘ ize regiments of infantry, and —— of ar- 
‘ tillery.” 

Mr. Ranpo.pu opposed the amendment, be- 
cause in defining what was thought too indefinite, 
it restricted the committee too much; and, also, 
because it proposed to disband the Brigadiers, 
when, but a few days ago, the House had appoiat- 
ed a committee to examine into the conduct of 
one of them; and, now to disband them, would 
look as if the House wished to quash the inquiry. 

Mr. Quincy’s motion was negatived—ayes 12, 

Mr. Ruea moved to commit the resolution to 
the Committee on the Military Establishment, 
with a view to obtaining a bill for a specific re- 
duction, though he was against any reduction. 

The motion was lost, and the first part of the 
resolution was then agreed to—yeas 81, nays 31, 
as follows: 








Yxras—Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, Burwel! 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
John Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditys 
Champion, Matthew Clay, Howell Cobb, James Coch. 
ran, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr., John Daw. 
son, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Me. 
shack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, David S. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. 
Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Danie} 
Heister, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert 
Jenkins, Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, 
Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, 
junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Matthew Lyon, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent 
Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Wn, 
Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 0. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, junior, 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias 
Richards, Erastus Root, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 


Dan’! Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, John Smith, | 


Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, James Stephenson, 
Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Jabez Up- 
ham, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitiao, 
James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nars—William Anderson, David Bard, Adam Boyi, 
Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, Orchard Cook, Jane: 
Cox, William Crawford, William Findley, Jonathan 
Fisk, Gideon Gardner, James Holland, Benjamin 
Howard, Walter Jones, Alexander McKim, Pleasant 
M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore 
Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, John Nicholson, 
John Porter, John Rhea of Tennessee, John Roan 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, George Smith 
Henry Southard, Charles Turner, jun., Robert White: 
hill, and Richard Winn. 


The question was then stated on concurring | 
the second member of the resolution, which is a: 
follows : 


“ And that the Naval Establishment of the United 


States ought to be reduced.” 


A motion was made by Mr. Hate to ameni 
the said second member, by inserting, after the 


word “reduced,” the following : * by selling such | 


gunboats or crafts attached to it as may, in the | 


opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, be unne: | 
And the | 


cessary or incompetent to the service.” 
question being taken on the said amendment. | 
was determined in the negative. 


The question was taken on concurring in th 
said second member, and resolved in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 65, nays 46, as follows: 

Yxeas—Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, Williat 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, W:!: 
liam Butler, John Campbell, William Chamberlin. 
Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Howell Cob! 
James Cochran, John Davenport, junior, John Dawson. 
Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Meshack 
Franklin, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peter- 


son Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Danie! | 
Heister, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, | 


jun., Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, ju". 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vi" 
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cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pick- 
man, junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, 
John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias 
Richards, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, Jabez Upham, Killian 
K. Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, and Laban 
Wheaton. 

Nays—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, William A. Burwell, Joseph 
Calhoun, John Clopton, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Samuel W. Dana, William Find- 
ley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gard- 
ner, Nathaniel A. Haven, Benjamin Howard, Robert 
Jenkins, Edward St. Loe Livermore, John Love, 
Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Mil- 
nor, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger 
Nelson, John Nicholson, John Porter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Henry Southard, 
James Stephenson, Samuel Taggart, John Thompson, 
Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van 
Horn, Robert Whitehill, Ezekiel Whitman, James 
Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

And then the question was taken that the 
House do agree to the whole of the said resolu- 
tion, and resolved in the affirmative—yeas 60, 
nays 31, as follows: 

Yzeas— Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, William Butler, Wil- 
liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, John Davenport, junior, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
Haven, Daniel Heister, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, 
jun., Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, Philip 
B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vin- 
cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, John 
Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Rich- 
ards, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, John Smith, Samuel 
Smith, Richard Stanford, James Stephenson, Jacob 
Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, George 
M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, and Robert With- 
erspoon. 

Nays—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, Orchard Cook, 
James Cox, William Crawford, William Findley, Jon- 
athan Fisk, Gideon Gardner, James Holland, Benjamin 
Howard, John Love, Alexander McKim, John Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger 
Nelson, John Nicholson, John Porter, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, George Smith, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, 
Charles Turner, junior, Robert Whitehill, and James 
Wilson. 


Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, 
pursuant to the first member of the said resolu- 
tion; and that Mr. Smitie, Mr. Root, Mr. Lyon, 


Mr. Stanrorp, and Mr. Saaw, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 








Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, 
pursuant to the second member of the said reso- 
lution ; and that Mr. Ranvoupn, Mr. Curts, Mr. 
Tatumapee, Mr. Tuomas Moore, and Mr. Coss, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 





Wepnespay, April 18. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill for 
the relief of Richard Tervin, Edwin Lewis, 
Samuel Mims, the Baptist Church at Salem 
Meeting House, in the Mississippi Territory, and 
Joseph Wilson; and, the same being amended, 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate adhere to their amendments to 
the bill, entitled “An act to examine into the title 
to the batture in front of the suburb St. Mary.” 

Mr. GarRLanD, from the committee appointed, 
on the twenty-sixth of February last, on the pe- 
tition of sundry French inhabitants of the Mich- 
igan Territory, madea report thereon; which was 
read, and concurred in by the House. 

The report is as follows: 

That, although the measure prayed for might be 
attended with temporary advantage to the petitioners, 


this consideration is greatly outweighed by reasons of 


public policy operating against its adoption. 

If Congress were to authorize the translation of the 
laws into the French language, they would thereby 
give to the translation a sanction which would entitle 


! it to be received in the courts of that Territory as evi- 


dence of the laws of the land; and great inconveni- 
ence and confusion might result from having two sep- 
arate texts for the same law, susceptible, as they neces- 
sarily would be from the imperfection of all languages, 
of different and perhaps opposite interpretations. 

The policy of legalizing any other than the prevail- 
ing language of the country is also objectionable, on 
the ground that it would tend to encourage and perpet- 
uate the other dialects which partially prevail in differ- 
ent parts of the Union, and which, it is believed, ought 
rather to be discouraged. 

In a Republic, where the operations of Government 
are the result of the combined opinions of its citizens, 
it is important that the people at large should possess, 
not only enlightened, but similar views of the public 
interest ; and it is not, therefore, of more consequence 
that information should be generally disseminated, 
than that the avenues to it should be common. 

The committee, therefore, beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer 
of the petitioners. 


Mr. Love, after a number of remarks on the 
multiplicity of business relative to the District of 
Columbia now before Congress, and the difficulty 
of deciding correctly on laws for the government 
of the District, where bills on the subject were so 
cursorily examined as they must be when passed 
in this House, moved the following resolution. 
Such a system for the government of the territory 
as should be matured and recommended by these 
commissioners, he thought there would be no 
difficulty In adopting: 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States, That the President of the 
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United States be authorized and he is hereby authorized 
to appoint three persons, who, or any two of them, 
shall prepare such code of laws for the government of 
the District of Columbia, in addition and amendment to 
the laws at present in force in said District, as they 
shall find necessary and proper, and report the same to 
the next session of Congress for their consideration ; 
and that the said commissioners shall be allowed the 
sum of six dollars per day while they shall be engaged 
in the said business, to be paid out of any moneys in 
the Treasury.” 

And on the question that the House do now 


consider the same, it was determined in the neg- 
ative. 


Commercial 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the bill [No. 2.] concerning com- 
mercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France and their depen- 
dencies. and for other purposes. 

Mr. GuoLson’s proposition to amend the bill by 
inserting into it a system of total non-importa- 
tion from Great Britain and France was under 
consideration when the House last deliberated on 
this bill. 

Mr. Jounson stated to the House an amend- 
ment which he had it in view to make, and which 
he should offer when the amendment of Mr. 
Guotson should be decided on. 

Mr. Guouson said he felt satisfied that the sys- 
tem which he had proposed was the best, but. see- 
ing a decided opposition to it, and with a view to 
accommodate his friends with an opportunity of 
moving amendments, he withdrew his motion, re- 
serving to himself the right of urging it again if 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Kentucky should not be agreed to. 

Mr. Jonnson then moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill, and insert the following sec- 
tions as an amendment to the bill: 


“ “And be it further enacted, That the two first sec- 
tions of the act, entitled “ An act to interdict the com- 
mercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes,” be, and the same are hereby re- 
vived, and shall, from the passage of this act, have full 
force and effect. 

“And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
passage of this act, an addition of fifty per centum 
shall be made to the duties now imposed by law on the 
importation of goods, wares, and merchandise, in re- 
spect to all goods, wares, and merchandise, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture, of any of the dominions, 
colonies, or dependencies, of either Great Britain or 
France, or imported from any of the said dominions, 
colonies, or dependencies; which additional duties shall 
be levied and collected in the same manner and under 
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ginia (Mr. Guotson.) That amendment wa; 
now withdrawn, and another substituted, whic) 
he for one could not understand. As he really 
believed, he said, that if the House meant to spend 
unprofitably the remainder of the session, they 
could hit on no mode more apt than continuing 
in Committee on this subject, he moved that the 
Committee should rise. 

Messrs, Jonnson and GHOLSON opposed the 
motion ; which was lost, 58 to 36. 

Mr. Ranpoipas questioned whether Mr. Guo. 
son hada right, after his amendment had been 
ordered to be printed, and thus acted on by the 
House, to withdraw it; but the Chairman over. 
ruled the objection. 

Mr. GarLanp again moved that the Committee 
rise. 

This motion was supported by himself and Mr. 
Mitnor, on the ground that the additional duty 
proposed was such as would destroy all the fair 
trade of the country; that it was impossible t 
distinguish between British and French and other 
foreign fabrics; that the very object of revenu 
would be defeated by smug liog and by the di- 
minution of importations. The amendment they 
said was of great importance, and they could no 
completely understand it. 

The motion for the Committee to rise was ne- 
gatived, ayes 34. 

Mr. Pirxt said if gentlemen bad not reflecte! 
maturely on this subject, he hoped they wouli 
before they undertook to pass a law which he be- 
lieved would go to the entire distruction of the 
revenue by the introduction of additional dutie: 
which would make the 15 per cent. duty here- 
after 224, that of 224 hereafter 33%, and all th: 
specific duties one half greater. It would be an 
immense addition—and what would be the cov: 
sequence? We shall have no goods importe! 
which shall be called goods of” England ani 
France, but of Denmark and Russia. 
not prevent it. 
to smuggling will be such that it will be impo:- 
sible to prevent it. When a man, by the introduc- 
tion of one hundred thousand dollars worth of gooi 
in such a manner as to evade the duty, can make 
thirty-three or thirty-four thousand dollars, he 
will mostly pen tothe temptation. I beg leave 
to say that th 
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The immense premium held ou! | 


e duties cannot be collected. Gen-| 


tlemen may talk as they please; but the moment | 


you introduce additional duties on articles of this 
description, they will be smuggled in under other 
names. I ask gentlemen, therefore, before the; 
decide on a measure of this kind, to reflect on the 
subject and see what will -be the inevitable cov- 
sequence. 

Another important question also occurs. Who 


the same regulations and allowance, as to drawbacks, | js to decide what is a dependency of France 0 


mode of security, and time of payment, respectively, 
as are already prescribed by law in relation to the du- 
ties now in force on the importation of goods, wares, 
and merchandise.” 

Mr. Ranvowps observed that when the House 
were last in Committee on the bill, the Committee 
had risen to give time for consideration of an 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Vir- 


Great Britain?—for the amendment extends th 


duty to goods imported from their colonies or de- | 
I ask gentlemen to tell me what are | 
dependencies, and what are not? I would ask 


pendencies, 


whether Holland is not a dependency of France’ 
Whether goods from Holland would be charged 
with the additional duties or not? Whether 
Prussia is a dependency of France? What is ‘0 
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decide in these cases? If we are to believe the late | not establish thus off-hand a system, the conse- 
accounts, Holland is completely a dependency | quence of which it is impossible to tell, but of 
and King Louis is called home. After what has | which I have much fear. a 

taken place, Holland cannot bé considered but as; Mr. Love said, he had as little anticipated such 
a dependency of France. You are to introduce | a proposition as the gentleman from Connecticut 
into your revenue system questions of this nature; | (Mr. PrrKtn;) yet he thought it by no means novel 
you leave it to be decided by the Secretary of the jin principle, or difficult to be understood. It was, 


Treasury, or by the custom-house officers, how | in fact, nothing more than the very proposition 


© far Bonaparte has extended his dominions and | which had been ably advocated in the House, at 


Pi 


ia 


+ dent of the United States in a great degree, by the 
> great discretionary power you give him. Lam) Great Britain had lately, it appeared, declared 


q duty is laid the President may say it shall cease. 


) After paying the duty, then, the merchant will | access from England, and the introduction of any 
not be able to get it back fi 





_ what to do, whether to import or not. 


power over the continent of Europe. I should | the second session of the tenth Congress, and 
be very sorry indeed to see this kind of system | which gave way to the non-intercourse system, 
introduced into our revenue laws; I should be | then thought most eligible. He could not help 
sorry to see a system of smuggling introduced | presuming the gentleman had recollected some 
among our merchants; but I foresee, if bills of | of the arguments urged on the subject at that 
this deseription are to pass, that it is inevitable ; | time, from the range of his ideas at present. Al- 
and, instead of getting an addition to the Treas- | though he, at that time, thought the non-inter- 


_ury in consequence of these measures, we shall course a better substitute for the policy that a ma- 
_ deprive it of resources it would otherwise have 


_ from the present duties. 


| jority of the House had abandoned, he could not 


| but view the measure of additional duties as pe- 
Again, sir—How long these duties are to ex- | culiarly proper at the present moment, not only 


| ist, whea they are to end, is to depend on the | as the non-intercourse was about, either tacitly or 


proclamation of the Presideot. In what situa- 
tion do you place the merchants of the United 
States? You place them in the power of the Presi- 


| expressly, to be relinquished, but the state of our 
| foreign relations, if he could credit the uniform 
/ accounts of late, would strongly enforce it as a 
| measure of defensive policy. 


| 


) opposed to giving him this power. How can the | Spain in a state of blockade, a very certain evi- 


merchant calculate when a duty may be taken | dence that that country was totally reduced by 


off? How ean he tell whether he will receive | the French arms. The Emperor of France had 


again the money he is required to pay for ad- | determined, if we could accredit the official pub- 
ditional duties? Because three moaths after the | lication of the French Minister of Foreign Rela- 


tions, to exclude, at the point of the bayonet, all 





rom the consumer. | species of British manufactures into the Conti- 
You place your merchant in that situatioa that | nent. Her exportations to the Spanish or Portu- 


> in fact you compel him to smuggle in his own | guese dominions in America, could be but toa 


defence. When he is not certaim what will be | small amount, and of a partial and less important 


+ done, he will smuggle rather than lose his whole | description. The United States was the only 


_ fortune. This is an inconvenience, and any per~ | country left where the great bulk of her manu- 
* son who has attended at all to the system of rev- 


_ enue knows that the dutiesof thisdescription ought | did not doubt, her exportations would exceed per- 
' to be permanent. The merchant ought to know | haps double the amount of any former period. 


factures could besent. ‘To the United States, he 


with certainty his prospect, and not to depend on | It was highly necessary to adopt some preventive 
the whim or caprice of any individual. ‘These ad- | remedy, if possible, to this great evil. An in- 


* ditional duties are much greater than the whole | crease of duties offered that remedy to a certain 
’ duties which were laid at the commencement of | 


the Government. I ask gentlemen to reflect on | ishingconsumption in this country—an effect that 
_ the subject. In my opinion it will go to destroy | would be produced by an enhanced price; but if, 
your revenue almost entirely. For two or three | by continuing the duties at their present rates, 
" years your merchants have been afflicted with | consumption of those articles was not discour- 


degree, by discouraging importations and dimin- 


your restrictive system of embargo and non-in- | aged, our situation would be deplorable; our im- 


* tercourse. They have got into habits of smug- | portations increased to at ieast double their former 
gine: 1 am sorry for it, very sorry indeed.— | amount, and our exports of not half their former 


nder the proposed system they will not know | value; for that consequence would follow from an 


unrestricted commerce on our part, while the 
I have thought proper to make these observa- | orders and decrees of France or England con- 


_ Uons in the outset of the business, to call the at- | tinued in force; while our exports were inhibited 
' tention of gentlemen to the operation of duties 
which they are about to introduce. I might sug- 


from the markets where they could be consumed, 


sug- | aod that market, to the amount of an average 
gest other consideratioas, such as the probability | value of about five-sevenths of all our products, 


of retaliation. If we single out these nations, | could only be found in the countries hostile to 





_ they will doubtless return the compliment. It/ England. Under the operation of this course of 
' will place the revenue we now have at great | trade, in a very short time, the most ruinous con- 
hazard, and may have a bad effect on the rela- | sequences would follow. To pay for these over- 


tions between France and Great Britain. 1 hope | grown importations, we should be drained of our 
this system will not take place. 1 hope we shall | most solid wealth ; for our surplus products would 
Lith Con. 2d Sess.—60 
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not sell for their freights to England, and she, 
under her orders of November, 1807, prohibits 
them from going to the Continent. Tothe Con- 
tinent direct they cannot go, insurance could not 
be obtained at any rate of premium less than 100 

r cent., and a circuitous introduction of them 
is no longer to be permitted by France, it appears, 
from late accounts. 

Mr. L. said, he would make a few remarks in 
reply to the gentleman who had just sat down 
(Mr. Prem) He had said that our revenue 
would be destroyed by an increase of duties on 
British goods, because they would be imported as 
the goods of other countries. Admitting that they 
were so imported, we should, said Mr. L., still 
get the present rates; but he did not believe the 
difference of duties would pay the costs, to say 
nothing of the risk, of such a course of smug- 

ling. A difficulty was made as to what should 

called the dependencies of France. Mr. L. 
said it was a difficulty which Congress could not 
remove; it had been heretofore left to the Exec- 
utive, and properly, to judge of the real state of 
foreign nations, and, from the knowledge he had, 
to decide which was an independent sovereignty 
and what wasa dependency. It was a duty and 
a trust which the Constitution confided to him, 
and which he believed he bad judiciously exer- 
cised. Holland, he was ready to admit, was now 
a dependency of France. Hecould only express 
it as his opinion; and, for his part, he thought the 
Congress of the United States need as little offi- 
cially to do with this inquiry as they would to 
know who was to be the next wife of Bonaparte. 
It was for the Executive of this country to learn, 
and to act on the state of foreign authorities, so 
far as respects their capacity to act independent- 
ly, or their subjection to other powers. 

The gentleman had next alarmed the House 
with apprehensions of retaliation from the Euro- 
pean Powers. For his part, Mr. L. said, he would 
not deign to ask himself whether this would be 
the case. The more proper inquiry is, are we the 
aggressors? Have we not, from 1807, (and he 
might go many years further back,) been labor- 
ing under an unprecedented system of most ty- 
rannical oppression and outrage from foreign na- 
tions? And shall we now refuse to do a neces- 
sary and proper act because we may offend those 
who have been heaping offence and injury on us ? 
He thought we could fear no worse than the total 
destruction of our neutral rights, which we al- 
ready suffered, and he hoped that no such appre- 
hensions would deter us from doing that which, 
as an independent people, as a naticn pretending 
to have a will of its own, we had a right to do. 

Mr. Seysert.—Mr. Chairman, although | am 
well convinced that a detention of the House, at 
this moment, cannot meet the wishes of its mem- 
bers, a consciousness of a call to perform my 
duty imperiously impels me to solicit your indul- 
gence for a short time. My want of experience 
as a public speaker gives rise to embarrassment, 
and my difficulties are increased by a circum- 
stance which has been so properly noticed a few 
days since by a gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
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Ranpotpu.) I allude to his observations on the 
manner of conducting the business of this House. 
No one can know the day before what subject 
will be taken up. “This mode is alone adapted to 
gentlemen who are orators by profession, and to 
such whose minds might be compared to store. 
houses overstocked with every species of infor. 
mation. 

My observations, from the hasty manner of 
arranging them, will want much of that system 
and method which the importance of the subjec; 
merits. They will be related as they have oc. 
curred to me. 

One of the amendments offered for our consid. 
ation ae to lay an additional duty of 50 per 
cent. on French and British goods imported int 
this country. To this proposition I shall assent 
because the object contemplated appears to be 
essentially necessary to the purposes of the Goy- 
ernment in defraying the ordinary expenditures. 
At the same time, I will not conceal, that the 
principle receives my support also, upon the 
ground of its being a means whereby our infan 


manufactories will be fostered and promoted. | | 


regret very much, that so much opposition to this 
branch of industry has been exhibited on this 
floor; the nation anticipated a very different re. 
sult. I still persuade myself that this arises from 
a partial view of the subject; and again regret, 
that this is not the time to enter so fully into ii 
general consideration as would be advantageou 
to those who are more immediately interested. 
At an early period of this session, I was in- 
dulged in my motion to reprint the report of a 
former Secretary of the Treasury on the subjec! 
of a manufacturing system to be established in 
the United States. The policy and expediency 
of these establishments are clearly demonstrate: 
by that report, and the twenty years which have 
elapsed since it was made, have confirmed the 
deductions and conclusions of the author to the 
utmost extent—for information on these points, | 
beg leave to refer you to that report. If we were 
in possession of a report, which I am informed 


from this House, made at the last session, we | 
should have facts sufficient to convince us of the 


present importance and extent of the manufacto- 
ries of the United States, in consequence of the 
immense capital which has been already invested 
by reason of the many persons who are employei 
and on account of the numerous establishment: 
which have been erected throughout the United 
States. We should there find proofs, that we 
/now manufacture to the enormous amount o! 
| $120,000,000. If time had been allowed me, | 
should have traced the great and regular increase 
of the manufacturing interest in our country for 
the last twenty years; by this, we would have 
oon informed, that we have ceased to impor 
many of the articles which are abundantly con- 
sumed in our country, because we can manulac- 
ture them better and cheaper than they can be 
had from abroad; that others are gradually les- 
sening in the quantities which are imported, and 
that, contrary to the expectations of the most 


will soon be laid before us in obedience to a call 
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sanguine supporters of this system of industry, 
many have become articles of exportation, which 
were formerly derived from foreign nations. Can 
any one pretend that an interest, which already 
exists in your country to the enormous amount 
above stated, and which is daily increasing, is 
unworthy the protection of the Government of a 
free and enterprising people? You have lavished, 
and continue to lavish, many millions annually 
upon a rotten and inefficient naval establishment. 
It may not be out of place to call your attention 
to the maxim of the great Frederick, King of 
Prussia, when he asserted that, unless a nation 
bas a hundred ships of the line and a hundred 
thousand sailors, it ought not to expose itself on 
the ocean. You have established discriminating 
duties in favor of your shipping interest; you 
have instituted a system of drawbacks in favor 
of your merchants, and this amounts to a bounty 
for their encouragement; for the maintenance of 
your neglected commercial rights, you annually 
incur an enormous expense, to keep up your dip- 
lomatic intercourse with foreign nations; you 
pay tribute to barbarians in support of your for- 
eign commerce; nay, for this same commerce, 
you risk the peace, honor, and independence of 
the nation, and, at the same time, refuse a justi- 
fiable aid to another class of your fellow-citizens, 
who are equally deserving your notice and foster- 
ing care. In Republics, no one class of citizens 
should be protected in preference to any other; 
upon this ground, our manufacturers havea claim 
in common with those who have embarked in 
commercial pursuits. I am no enemy to com- 
merce, though I regard it as far less necessary to 
national independence than I do a well regulated 
manufacturing system. Commerce can only be 
the result of a surplus of articles, arising from 
agriculture and manufactures ; it is dependent on 
one, or other, or both—we do not include that 
species of commerce strictly called the carrying 
trade; this is too precarious, and depends too 
much upon the caprice and power of other na- 
tions to become an object of fixed concern; it 
only lasts while others please to permit it, and, 
for its maintenance, you are continually endaa- 
gering the peace of the nation. It is well to re- 
member, that the commercial spirit of Holland 
became so prevalent as to lead toa neglect of that 
most useful of the arts, agriculture. Be cautious, 
lest our thirst for trade shall lead to our subjuga- 
tion, and to a state of national servitude; we 
seem to have made some strides this way already. 
The manufacturing system, which it would be 
advisable to adopt in the United States, is based 
upon a very different principle from that which 
leads to it in the European States. We should 
manufacture to secure our independence; while 
abroad they manufacture because they are depen- 
dents. Constant experience demonstrates, that 
the strength or power of a State does not depend 
so much upon a numerous population as it does 
upon a population properly employed, so as to 
supply its wants, both natural and artificial; there- 
fore every member of the society should be occu- 
pied according to his age, strength, and capacity. 
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The spirit of a people, in every great effort of the 
State, should be strictly attended to; changes are 
readily brought about in States when they coin- 
cide with the national spirit; when contrary to it, 
little good arises from a forced state of things. 
At the present time, the spirit and tendency of 
this nation is in favor of manufactures. This 
may not always be the case ; it therefore becomes 
a question of moment, should we not take advan- 
tage of the present temper and disposition of the 
people? We should adopt such branches as will 
promote the agriculture of our country. It has 
been emphatically observed, that agriculture and 
manufactures are twin sisters, and they are con- 
sidered as the only true basis on which the inde- 
pendence of a country can rest. We should es- 
tablish such branches as do not require a call 
upon the population of our country. Those are 
best adapted to our situation which are princi- 
pally carried on by the agency of labor-saving 
machinery. I do not wish the Government to 
create manufactories; they should protect such 
of them as seem requisite from the peculiarity of 
the times in which we live, and such as are con- 
sistent with the nature of our climate, soil, habits, 
and the necessities of the people; our attention 
should be bestowed upon objects which will ben- 
efit the nation at large. We should only attend 
to the useful; the ornamental must be referred to 
time and the disposition of the people. Removed 
from a state of nature, we have acquired habits, 
which make certain articles essentially necessary 
to our well-being; and many are blended inti- 
mately with our national existence. We should 
not look to the supplying a foreign market for 
centuries to come. 

If we could calculate upon a constant and a 
free commerce, and a want of our agricultural 

roductions in Europe, we might, perhaps, adopt 
ess zeal in the promotion of our manufactories; 
recent circumstances demonstrate to us the fallacy 
of such doctrines; a powerful rival nation has 
urged as a principle, “ we have the power to act, 
and we will use it.” Such language, uttered to 
the world, should put us on our guard. 

In most situations in our country, there is a 
sufficient number of persons who are too young, 
or too old, for laborious employments; they go 
idle, but might, without any prejudice to agricul- 
ture or commerce, be well employed in our man- 
ufactories. Indeed, they appear to be the only 
places suited to their peculiar condition. Thus 
would our poor rates and list of paupers be les- 
sened. Thanks be to Heaven, we do not know 
of mendicity as a trade in ourcountry. I am ap- 
prized of an objection which has been made, that 
it is impolitie in a free nation to place its youth 
in situations bat ill-adapted to the improvement 
of morals, or, for that of an education, which 
every citizen should acquire. I lament the force 


of these objections; but let me ask, is the situa- 
tion of the individuals more beneficial to them- 
selves or to the nation, if they are continued in 
their idle habits? Every state of society is suffi- 
ciently depraved ; no anxiety has been expressed 
for the morals of your soldiery and seamen; look 
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to your records and documents, and you will there 
find but too many proofs of the depravities of 
human nature, and in a part of the community 
from whom much better conduct was expected. 
No one has ever made this an objection to a com- 
mercial system, where most assuredly it applies 
with at least an equal force. The want of edu- 
cation might be obviated by introducing method 
into the system to be established; the children 
might be placed fora limited time, and during 
their apprenticeship, it might be made a condi- 
tion, as it is other cases, that they shall be taught 
sometimes at school. 

It is further attempted to deter us from these 
establishments by a picture of misery and distress 
which has been portrayed by a painter of suspi- 
cious merit. I allude to the performance of Mr. 
Southey, better known by the title of Espriella’s 
Letters. This author gives us an extravagant 
account of what he pretends to have seen on a 
visit to Birmingham. He asserts, that in the 
workshops he saw artificers whose “eyes were 
red, and whose hair was green.” Here, conform- 
ably with his character of a poet, he has taken 
great liberties. I regret that, in this respect, as is 
usual with the profession, he did not confine him- 
self to style alone. Such extravagance can only 


be viewed as the reveries of a disordered imagi- 
mation ; he furnishes no particular facts whereon 
they can be grounded. [| will admit that many 
of the pursuits of artificers are noxious and inju- 
rious to those who are employed in various occu- 
jops connected with the workers in metal. 
ost of the bad consequences may be guarded 


against by proper care and attention to cleanli- 
ness; for they are more the effeets of personal 
neglect than the inevitable results of the occupa- 
tion with which they seem to have connexion. 
I should not be at all surprised if Mr. Southey, 
who is well known to be attached to the interests 
of his country, conceived it proper, from motives 
of policy, to make the above statement, with the 
view to prevent other nations from competing 
with the manufacturers of England in foreign 
markets. He is equally opposed to cotton man- 
ufactures as he is to those from the metals. To 
this authority, bad as it is in my estimation, I 
will oppose that of Doctor Ferriar, whose exten- 
sive experience and accurate observation entitle 
him to our fullest confidence. His details are 
the results 0. many years attentive observation. 
He informs us that the injury which is sustained 
by children, who work in cotton mills, is the con- 
sequence of their working during the night; he 
remarks, “there is no hazard ineurred by their 
working during the day, in clean, well-managed, 
cotton mills.” He attributes no bad effects to 
anything specifically noxious in the raw material, 
or the exercise of the art. Debaucheries and in- 
temperance are linked with some orders of socie- 
ty, whether they are manufacturers or not; their 
bad condition may be attributed to the want of 
prudence and their want of virtue wherever they 
exist. No doubt the system deserves attention, 
and might be advantageously modified. If, from 
experience, it should be found beneficial to the 
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working people to suspend their labors, an addi- 
tional number of hands might be employed to 
supply the place of those who were receiving in- 
struction or taking bodily exercise. Our country 
is only on the eve of commencing these pursuits. 
All proper rules may be adopted at the start, and 
prudence will dictate the propriety of their con- 
tinuance. 

I shall pay no attention to the clamor whica 
is raised against the supposed high price of labor 
in our country. Experience has taught me that 
it is unfounded, and that very little difference 
exists here as to the price paid for labor, and that 
of the same kind in England. 

A statement of facts can be made to prove, that 
the declarations of those who insist that we can- 
not compete with the manufacturers of Europe, 
in consequence of the higher price paid for labor 
in eur country, are unfounded. When they speak 
of the price of labor in Europe they allude to 
times long since past, and take the time present 
in America. Intelligent workmen who have 
come from Great Britain, assert, that from four 
to six shillings sterling can be earned per day 
abroad, when for work of the same kind they at 
most obtain one dollar per day in this country, 

View the case ina proper light, and conviction 
will stare you in the face. Those situations where 
living is cheap are always selected for the estab- 
lishment of manufactories on a large scale. In 
Kentucky they pay fifty cents per bushel for 
wheat, in England they pay two dollars per 
bushel; beef in Kentueky is bought at two dol- 
lars and a half per cwt.; in England it is sold at 
one shilling per pound. Those articles may be 
considered as establishing the price of living in the 
two countries, lentreat you to view it atten- 
tively. I presume no one will pretend that the 
muscular strength of our countrymen is not equal 
to thatof the European. With these advantages 
we go to work in situations, where the necessary 
raw materials are the growth of the soil—where 
you need no imported articles for your operations, 
If our citizens would only take the pains to in- 
vestigate the subject, they might readily prove to 
their satisfaction that they can manufacture for 
themselves, nay, will perceive it demonstrated as 
certainly as that twice two make four, that the 
articles, after skill and experience shall be had, 
could be manufactured at a rate so cheap, as to 
warrant a profit on their exportation to Europe, 
even should all the processes be effected by man- 
ual labor. Let me ask, then, what would be the 
result from the employment of machinery for the 
same purposes? Why should we continue to 
furnish foreigners with the raw material of our 
country for their manufacturing establishimeats, 
when we are well apprized of the low price which 
these raw materials command, compared with the 
prices which are paid for the articles which are 
manufactured therefrom? In many instances 
this is inconceivably great; it might be exemp- 
lified by the cost of cotton wool, compared with 
the prices paid for the finest cotton yarn, or the 
finely wove cotton fabrics. Cotton yarn, by means 
of machinery, has been spun so fine as tocommand 
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several guineas per pound. The balance spring | that thesame would be the case with woollen man- 
of a good watch is said to be worth more than a | ufactures—unless protected for a time, it is not 
million times the value of the steel of which it is | to be supposed that our manufacturers cam com- 
made. Many ships are required to convey the | pete with the enormous capital which foreigners 


raw materials to England, when a single one is 
more than sufficient to reconvey to us the articles 
which have been manufactured therefrom. The 
vessels which were dispatched to Europe must 
quit England and seek a return freight elsewhere, 
they often proceed to Russia, or they are charged 
with slate or other articles which cannot engage 
the industry of the people, and in which our coun- 
try abounds. Why should we make this great 
sacrifice? It will be answered, we need the ne- 
cessary population. Ido not yiele tothe remark ; 
we have people enough for the purpose, and most 
of the processes may be carried on by the agency 
of machinery. We should employ machines on 
all occasions—they save manual labor, in many 
instances, in a ratio of more than forty to one. 
This is more especially true as respects the cot- 
ton business. Machinery has, in many cases, di- 
minished the prices of articles more than one hun- 
dred percent. That country must be dependent, 
indeed, which must dread the introduction of ma- 
chinery forthe purposes of the arts and manufac- 
tures, or to spare manual labor. Great Britain is 
not entirely free from this imputation—she does 
not establish saw mills in her numerous dock- 
yards, for fear of excluding thousands from em- 
ployment. 

Lord Sheffield has remarked that raw materials 

are more precious to Great Britain than gold 1it- 
self—without a supply of them, whereon to em- 
ploy the industry of her people, she could not keep 
up her expensive naval force, and by means of this 
engine does she extend her system of oppression 
over a great portion of the habitable world, to the 
on annoyance of other nations. Cut her off 
rom these supplies, and do not receive her man- 
ufactured articles—you will then bring her to a 
true sense of duty and justice. Can it be the 
policy of this country to continue this oppressive 
system, which acts so powerfully against itself, 
when by her own acts she is instrumental in fur- 
nishing the meansof its existence,especially when 
it must be evident that our own people might 
turn the whole to their advantage and profit with- 
out the risk of transportation ? 

Many complain of the high prices which will 
be demanded for American manufactures, if you 
exclude the foreign. I will allow that this will 
be the case for a short time—as our establishments 
are multiplied, so will the articles be made bet- 
ter and ata cheaper rate. When cotton mills 
were first erected in our country, it was not sup- 
posed that cotton yarn could ever be exported from 
the United States to Europe, so as to yield a pro- 
fit—this has been done—nor could any one ‘m- 
agine that certain cotton fabrics would be made 
better and cheaper than could be furnished from 
abroad. This is the fact as respects bedticks and 
other cotton goods. If our breed of sheep was 
sufficiently attended to and encouraged, the state- 
ments of Dering and Babcock, which are pub- 
lished in our newspapers, give us reason to believe 


| can command, especially when connected with 
their skilland experience. Foreigners do all they 
can to destroy our infant establishments. They 

| conspire and sell their articles at a loss for a time 
‘in our markets—when they have obtained their 
object by putting a stop to our efforts, they raise 
their prices and furnish us with articles of an in- 
| ferior quality. They do not stop here, but resort 
| toa system of deception, which could hardly be 
| imagined. As soon as our establishments fur- 
nished our markets with a supply of excellent 
| fabrics, the agents of foreign manufactures pro- 
cured patterns of such as were most esteemed. 
These they, with every possible haste, dispatched 
to Europe, io order to have imitations as to ap- 
pearance ; but very inferior in quality—they were 
|afterwards sold as American fabries at reduced 
prices, and thus did they injure the character 

| which these articles formerly bore in our markets, 
| This would lead us to the propriety of stamping 
our goods, and the putting on of false stamps 
should be made a subject of criminal prosecution. 
I regret that in this House there should bea 
difference of sentiment, entertained by gentlemen, 

| who come from different districts of the Union ; 
| those from the South are opposed to laying addi- 
tional duties on imported articles, because, they 
say, their operation is partial and oppressive to 
them; they add, they do not possess the capital 
and the requisite population to establish manu- 
factories ; and complain, that in this respeet the 








Northern States have the advantage. In my 


opinion the statement is not conclusive; the du- 
ties are laid in the North as well as in the South, 
and those persons who prefer foreign articles, 
must in common pay the duty thereon. Suppose 
that the Northern people should manufacture 
and sell to the Southern; by the consequences of 
an increased number of the establishments in our 
country, the home articles will in a short time be 
as cheap, if not cheaper, than they can now be 
imported. The inconvenience to the planter, if 
any should exist, will be temporary, while he will 
| always, from the nature of things, possess the ad- 
| vantage of supplying his Northern countrymen 
| wita the raw materials, if he should not choose 
to manufacture for himself. I cannot believe that 
| these gentlemen suppose it advantageous to the 
| State, that they should only export their cotton 
| wool, and thus tax the Northern people with the 
' great increase of price on the returned articles, 
| when they are in a situation tofurnish themselves 
and save all this increase for their benefit and 
that of the nation. Idonot think that we should 
| too closely view our immediate local interests, 
when we are to legislate on great national ques- 
tions. The general benefit should also be re- 
garded. As respects the case now before us, I 
believe, if properly viewed, it will prove beneficial 
to all the country. 
If it shall be finally determined, not to foster 
our infant establishments, by aid and protection 
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from the Government, I derive some consolation 
in the distresses of our country, induced by for- 
eign oppression and the restrictions on our com- 
merce, that, in spite of their efforts and wishes, 
our manufactories have progressed, so as to bid 
fair that they will be continued. I will proceed to 
close my remarks, with a few observations on the 

ropriety of protection being granted to the manu- 
acturing community. I favor the system, because, 
those who are the most competent to judge de- 
clare that protection from the Government is ab- 


solutely necessary in many instances; it is a mode, | 


which all foreign nations have adopted, and they 
have deen confirmed in the propriety of the mea- 
sure by the benefits which have resulted from the 

ractice. Great Britain, France, Russia, and 

russia, may be quoted, in confirmation of this 
proposition. On the part of our Government, the 
American artists have been weer led to sup- 
pose they would be protected ; the principle is 
consistent with the precepts of the Constitution 
of the United States. I do not by any means de- 
sire that the protection should be such as would 
be oppressive to others not connected with this 
interest. It is difficult to point out the precise 
limit, because, many calculations and much 
knowledge are necessary to ascertain this. I do 


not mean to advocate the absolute necessity of 


protection, because without it the branches suit- 
able to our country cannot be attempted. Far 
be this from me. The great object which I have 
in view is, that by this means many will be in- 
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you, that I do not wish to convert this people into 
a nation of manufacturers. My object is to in- 
troduce that system which will confirm our inde. 
pendence ; that which will make us respected 
abroad; by it our agriculture will be promoted; 
the,genius of the people will be brought into op- 
eration; our native productions and the immense 
internal resources of this extensive territory will 
be thereby made known to us; the Government 
will derive incaleulable advantages from this in- 
formation, and every individual of the nation will 
be made happy, respected, and independent. 

Mr. Lyon.—Mr. Speaker: Although the very 
correct, methodical, and well digested speech just 
delivered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
| (Mr. Seyserr) has better occupied the ground | 

intended to have taken than I should have done, 
I cannot refrain saying something in favor of en- 
couraging the manufactures of this country when 
the subject is on the carpet. Although I do not 
wish to lay an additional duty on medicine, on 
| low priced wines, on tea, coffee, sugar, and spice, 
and many other articles the importation of which 
| has nothing to do with the encouragement of 
manufactures, I am willing to go as far as any 
member of this House in laying duties on articles 
we can manufacture here; because I know, what- 
ever may be paid for the articles manufactured 
here, more than for imported articles of the same 
use, will bea sacrifice for the nation’s good. This 
sacrifice will be a mere trifle, of but short duration, 
a mere bugbear. It is found that with regard to 











duced to embark, who will ultimately be con- | several articles of manufacture the difficulties 
vinced of their former erroneous opinions. Iam | thrown in the way by the great capital of those 
perfectly willing that our protecting measures | who supply us with foreign manufactures is al- 
should continue only for a reasonable time, so | ready overcome, and the American manufacturer 
that there may be some stability in the system, to | needs no extra duties to protect him. When we 
enable it to compete perfectly against foreigners. | have continued our duties long enough to enable 
I should prefer a discrimination of the articles on | our manufacturer to withstand the strong current 
which those duties are to be laid. Many reasons | against him, occasioned by the credit given by 





might be offered in support of this opinion; they 
are too evident to be repeated. 

Our manufacturing establishments must be re- 
garded as so many infants, who need a mother’s 
care to bring them to maturity ; they then will 
be the most certain guarantees of our liberty. 
Our country, and all well regulated Republics, 
are peculiarly adapted to a judicious manufactu- 
ring system. These establishments will not thrive 
in situations where slavery is permitted; they 
are pursuits which require the exercise of the 
mind to bring them to perfection, and it is well 
ascertained, that slaves do not reflect; the arts are 
alone congenial to the genius and disposition of 
freemen. The doctrine which I have ventured 
to advance, as it respects our country, is support- 
ed by the immense stock of raw materials, which 
are the produce of our soil; by our numerous 
water-falls and water communications; by our 
enormous beds of coal, and it is remarkable that 
our coal formations are most abundant in those 
situations where the agency of water as a power 
cannot be employed; this will lead to the con- 
struction of steam engines, and we are finally 
confirmed in the doctrine, by the iron, which is 
superabundant in every district. Let me remind 


foreign capitalists, if the competition for sale 
among the American manufacturers does uot 
| bring the articles to a proper level with regard to 
| price we can lower or take off the duties. The 
freight and insurance of raw materials exported 
from this country ; the duty on the raw materia! 
at its destination ; the profit of the exporter ani 
| importer of the raw material, as well as the profits 
|of all the intermediate persons through whose 
hands the material and the article passes until 
the article reaches the port for exportation ; the 
carriage on the raw material tothe place of man- 
ufacturing and of the article to the place of ex 
portation; then the freight; the export duties; 
the insurance ; the profit of the exporter and im- 
porter in this country—are in the nature of things 
a bounty to the American manufacturer, which 
| cannot fail after he is fairly set on his iegs to be 
ample encouragement; so that whatever we may 
do to encourage the American manufacture, if it 
should bea disadvantage toa part of the community, 
need be of no long duration. All that is wanted 
is for a while to meet the operation of the advan- 
tage the foreign manufacturer and exporter has 
by the superiority of capital, and by being able, 
by the use of money at five per cent., for which 
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he gets six here, to give an unlimited credit. All 
that kind of logic laid down in books written by 
men who could form no idea of the geography, 
climate, soil, and productions of this country, the 
genius, habits, ae and wants of our people, is 
mere nonsense. ‘Too many of their readers en- 
deavor to draw similar conclusions from premises 
as different as the moon is fromthe sun. Britain 
exports the value of one hundred millions of our 
money a year. The friends of American manu- 
factures wish at most to encourage the manufac- 
turing in this country, over and above what is now 
done in a domestic way, one-fifth as much as is 
manufactured in Great Britain and Ireland for 
their home consumption only. I am for enrich- 
ing the nation by the produce of the forest and 
the sea—by agriculture—by commerce—and | 
know that manufactures may be made a source 
of independence, of wealth, and of comfort. To 
convince my opponents of the absurdity of their 
theory, I will contend against the strong assertion 
of my friend from North Carolina (Mr. Kennepy) 
that we have poor people enough in this country 
“sufficiently degraded” to carry on all the manu- 
factures we want. I will venture to use the word 
slaves, a word which too often sets the House on 
fire. No country can boast of a more abject, de- 
graded set of people than this, nor a class more 
fitted to do all the drudgery of manufactures than 
our blacks. We havea million anda half of them, 
their subsistence does not cost their owners one- 
fifth as much as an equal number of the most 
miserable manufacturers and their families in the 
British isles cost themselves or their masters. 
Without intending any reflection on slavehold- 
ers—for I have the dishonor, as some may justly 
think it, and the honor, as some others consider 
it, of being a slaveholder myself—I must be al- 
lowed to pursue this subject in my own plain way; 
and if I show the fallacy of the position so firml 
relied on by my friend from North Carolina (Mr. 
Kennepy) I shall do away another great objection 
to the Government’s encouraging manufactures, 
namely, that the agricultural people of the South 
are to be taxed for the benefit of the manufacturing 
people of the North. 

What can there be in the nature of things to 
prevent the employment of a small share of the 
grown slaves, and a great share of the growing 
ones, in manufactures? Those properly educated 
and managed would not only produce a suffi- 
ciency for the Southern and Westera States, of 
hemp and cotton, but they would be able to supply 
the Northern States with those articles in return 
for their manufactures, to that degree that the 
balance of trade between the different parts of 
the nation will be very immaterial. I say, sir, 
there is nothing but pride, a perverse bias, preju- 
dice, apathy, and indolence, to prevent the great 
good which the manufacturing system, on a mod- 
erate scale, would do this nation, and more par- 
ticularly the Southern and Western part of it. 
It cannot be asserted in the face of experience 
that the black people in this country are by na- 
ture incapable of being taught to spin and weave, 
and to do the ordinary business of manufacturing 


hemp and cotton. The labor and the manufac- 
ture of cordage,and hempen cloth, which is now 
very considerable in the Western country, and car- 
ried on to advantage, is wholly done by black peo- 
ple. If Iam rightly informed, paper-making is 
carried on wholly by black people, in some of the 
States. The making of iron is in many places 
wholly carried on by black people. I have seen 
an iron furnace in blast within a short distance 
from this place, where everything was in the best 
order, all carried on to the best advantage, and’ 
wholly by blacks. That the African race are capa- 
ble by nature of becoming useful hands in facto- 
ries, where almost all our necessaries may be 
made, there can beno doubt. I know some who are 
good blacksmiths, nailers, masons, tailors, shoe- 
makers, carpenters, joiners, ropemakers, weavers, 
and tanners; and why is it that they may not be 
made to answer every purpose in manufacturing? 
I know not. Suppose one-eighth of the grown 
slaves from six years old to sixteen, in this nation; 
were to be devoted to manufactures—agriculture 
would scarcely feel the loss; for the negroes be- 
tween six and sixteen, save those that are em- 
ployed in and about their masters and overseers’ 
houses, are of little or no use. They are not count- 
ed on until they are old enough to put into the 
crops (as the expression is.) It cannot be said, as 
it may be of white children, that they are wanted 
to go toschool. No, sir, our policy forbids giv- 
ing education to slaves, as by enlarging the mind 
their condition would be less tolerable. Well, 
sir, this trifling diminution in agricultural pur- 
suits would give at least one hundred and eight 
thousand hands to manufactures—cheaper fed, 
cheaper clothed, and easier paid than any such 
a oumber of manufacturers on earth ; and it can- 
not be said, sir, that it would cost more to over- 
see those hands in their labor than it now does. 
Once taught their duty, there would be less cost 
in Overseeing them, as, they being drawn into 
a narrow space to do their labor, the overseer 
could have more of them at one time under his 
eye. This might havea tendency also to amelior- 
ate the condition of the slave by inducing the 
master in many instances to become the overseer 
himself, and, by realizing in his view the value of 
his slave, he would incline to dispense with the 
cruelty of the overseer. 

{ think we may calculate that each of those 
manufacturers would from our own raw material 
produce at least one hundred dollars’ worth of 
goods. This would amount to the immense sum 
of $18,000,000, the bulk of which they would be 
ready tochange with their Northern and Eastern 
neighbors for their manufactures, or to export ; 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania tells you 
that cotton yarn has already been exported to 
profit. How muchsoever I am opposed to in- 
creasing the duties indiscriminately, and however 
much I dislike the other provisions of the bill un- 
der consideration, | hope that I may in some sub- 
sequent stage of the discussion come at my ob- 
ject in a way more to my mind. I shall not give 
a vote that would, by striking out the section, de- 
stroy that opportunity. I will vote for the fifty 
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per cent. increase of duty, reserving to myself the | operate to the punishmen 


right of voting against the bill, if it should not 
before its passage approach nearer to my mind 
than it now does, 

Mr. Livermore said he had not entertained 
an idea that at this period of the session it would | 
have been endeavored to enforce the non-inter- 
course, or bring it forward in a different garb. This | 
amendment, said he, is a non-intercourse in a new | 
shape. To be sure, it is not intended to be so | 
ample as the other; we are allowed to send ves- | 
sels to Great Britain and France, if indeed any | 
person would send a vessel to the latter place, | 
which he knows will not return again. In return | 
for our produce sent to any part of the globe, we | 
do not bring money, but articles in exchange. | 
The question is,can these articles be brought back 
under the operation of this law? These articles | 
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t of the other, it is not 
in this way. If we are to wage any kind of war- 
fare, it must be a different kind from this. If the 
law may be evaded, what benefit is to be derived 
from it? Goods the growth or manufacture of 
Great Britain or France may be imported so as 
to pass under the denomination of the products 
of other countries. There is nothing in this sys- 
tem which would operate (to use the language of 
banking gentlemen) as a bonus to the belligerents 
to rescind their orders. In the exclusion of their 
armed vessels, there is nothing coercive to either 
nation, certainly not to England, who has such 
valuable harbors for her vessels in the Northern 
provinces. It is possible it might have some oper- 
ation on France; butas France has lost her colo- 
nies, there is no fear of her sending vessels to these 
seas. To take off the interdiction of their armed 


are already dutied so high, that they will not} vessels, therefore, would not operate as an in. 
bear the addition, which, although it do not dou- | ducement to either to revoke its edicts. This 
ble the duties, is so high that I will venture to | measure, then, without operating on our enemies, 
say very little of them will find their way into| will only be a counterpart of the embargo and 





the United States, in the regular course of busi- | 
ness. What will be the operation of the law? 
It will introduce a system of smuggling which | 
cannot be guarded against. It is unnecessary to 
repeat all the arguments against such a system. | 
They must be fresh in gentlemen’s minds. It | 
seems to me that the attempt to introduce this 
system now is like a drowning man catching at 
straws; it proceeds from that pride of opinion 
which will not permit gentlemen to give upa sys- | 
tem acknowledged to be injurious. They must 
havea substitute. I was in hopes, sir, that the tor- 
pedo experiment would have satisfied them, but 
now I perceive this fifty per cent. duty is the pro- 
ject. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SeYBERT) has made a learned and elegant speech 
on the propriety of fostering manufactures. The 
answer to this speech has been anticipated, If 
the manufacture of any article be not fostered 
by the present duty, it follows, of course, that it 
would not be beneficial te the country that that | 
article should be manufactured. If the duty at 
present in existence, be not encouragement enough, | 
the time and capital of our citizens should be em- 
ployed to other purposes than manufacturing. [| 
do not sit here to give a bounty to a particular | 
city. We know that the city of Philadelphia is | 
a great manuiacturing city, and that a great pro- | 
portion of its inhabitantsare manufacturers, No | 
doubt, therefore, the gentleman is interested in | 
the promotion of the manufacturing interest. | 
Whatever is reasonable for that purpose, I would | 
agree to; but it is unreasonable to ask burdens | 
to be laid on different parts of the community to | 
assist those employed in manufactures. If the. 
bounty already given by the duties on imported | 
goods be not mticiest. it fellows that labor and | 
capital would be better employed in agricultural | 
pursuits. | 
An intention is avowed to have something to | 
operate as a coercive measure on Great Britain | 
or France, the operation of which, whenever they | 
revoke their edicts, is to cease, If we can do} 
anything to induce one nation to give up, and to 





non-intercourse, and operate exclusively to the 
ruin of our own citizens. 

This provision, if adopted, besides being im- 
politic, will be manifestly unjust. Vessels will 
come in here freighted with French and British 
goods, and will be liable to the duty without hav- 
ing any previous knowledge of it. When a per- 
son orders goods under an idea of having to pay 
a certain duty, it is wrong to compel him to pay 
more. 

Mr. L. said, this would be a tax on our citi- 
zens, though in the end the revenue would not be 
benefited by it. It would introduce smuggling 
and demoralize the people of the United States. 
There never had been, since the world began, so 
much duty collected with so much honesty as 
that of the United States had heretofore been, 
before this abominable system of commercial re- 
strictions had commenced. Smuggling had been 
deemed dishonorable ; there had been very few 
cases even of suspicion. It was now quite the 
contrary. Large quantities of goods were now 
imported, on which it was evident that duties 
had never been paid. 

Mr. L. also deprecated this mode of legislating 
by reviving the sections of an act about to expire. 
Why were not the sections repeated at length 
and spread on the statute book, if to be enacted, 
that they might be distinctly understood ? 

He said he was against the amendment in 
principle ; it was nothing but a continuation of 
the non-intercourse and embargo policy, dressed 
up in a new garb. 

Mr. Key said that the amendment offered by 


the gentleman from Kentucky did not meet his 


approbation. It went to increase the present du- 
ties greatly too much to answer any possible good 
as a fiscal measure, as an encouragement to man- 


| ufactures, or as a coercive measure to induce the 


belligerents to recede from their orders or decrees. 
In whatever view it was considered, he hoped the 
House would not agree to it. 

With a view to encouraging manufactures, said 
he, the increase is too great. I ama friend to 
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manufactures, and would have them progress, | 


ri passu, with agriculture and commerce, but 
would never foster one in a hotbed -at the ex- 
pense of the other. It is asked why, being the | 
growers of raw materials, we should send them 
abroad to be manufactured? I answer, because | 
we have land to cultivate, and agriculture is more 
congenial to the habits of our people than man- 
ufactures. Where there is such a superabun- | 
dance of population that land is not to be had on 
reasonable terms, there the people are obliged to 
manufacture. Our land is superabundant; and 
we are either satisfied with rough manufactures, 
or sell our produce, or exchange it for manufac- | 
tures of other countries, rather than enter exten- | 
sively into manufacturing establishments. On | 
some parts of the community this tax would not | 
bear heavily, but on others it would. I cannot | 
agree to tax the States of Maryland and Virginia, | 
for instance, where there are comparatively no 
manufacturing establishments, fifty per cent. on 
the amount of the present duties, to encourage 
the manufactures of any particular portion of | 
the community. Who gets the vast bonum of | 
this duty ? 1 can show you a small portion of | 
our citizens, who, by the operation of this law, | 
will pocket at least six millions of dollars. I) 
speak of the great moneyed capitalists—the im- | 
porting merchants. By the reports of the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury, it will appear that in the | 
year 1807 the clear net duty collected from im- | 
posts amounted to sixteen millions of dollars. In | 
1808, it was ten millions of dollars. If gentle- | 
men will turn to this document, they will find 
that more than three-fourths of the amount of 
sixteen millions of net duty was paid on articles 
imported from England, Scotland, Ireland, Isle 
of Man, and their dependencies, and from France | 
about one-tenth. 


The same ratio will hold good | 
as to any given quantity of articles on which du- | 


ties have been collected. 
and non-intercourse systems, and the encourage- 
ment given by them to smuggling, connected | 
with the high duties already existing, our reve- 
nue from imposts has diminished, but upon the 
whole amount of imported goods now on hand, 
you give the merchant a profit equal to the in- 
crease of duty which you enact. You put all | 
the difference between the duties as they now | 
exist, and as they are proposed to be increased, | 
into the hands of the holders of foreign products. 
I cannot consent to tax the agriculturist so enor- | 
mously, to make a few moneyed capitalists more 


Owing to the embargo | 


rich than they are. There is not a plainer prop- | 
osition than oe a year’s supply in the | 


country, the law will operate, not to put five mil- 
lions into the Treasury, but into the hands of 
these merchants. No one who knows anything 
of the quantity of goods on hand in the country 
can doubt it. There are commercial gentlemen 
in the House capable of giving the information. | 
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‘rived? The man who imports and pays fifty per 


'rers? 
| ral interest will be the first protected, as they are 





ask them to say whether they do not, in their con- 
science, believe that all the articles in the coun- 
try which have not paid this duty will be rated 
and sold as though they had ; or, by being sold 
for less than the goods hereafter to be imported, 
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whether an exclusive monopoly will not be given 
to them over those whose goods have not yet ar- 


cent. additional duty, will either be shut out of the 


| market because he cannot sell so low as the other, 


or the man who has goods on hand must make an 


additional profit on his goods, equal to fifty per 


cent. on the present duties. 
In this House, then, are the representatives of 


'the landed interest of this country prepared to 


give this bonum to merchants and manufactu- 
No, sir; under God, I hope the agricultu- 


the shield of the country, and will be its defence 
when war comes. Then you would look to the 
hardy sons of the soil asa different class, in point 
of virtue, feeling, and principle, from those whom 
this law would benefit. You would never look 
to men and boys in workshops for that virtue and 


| spirit in defence that you would justly expect 
'from the yeomanry of the country. Upon this 
| ground, I never can consent to make a sacrifice 


of their rights by passing a law which shall im- 
pose upon them so unequal a burden, whilst we 
have a world, almost, of territory undisposed of. 
While our lands are cheap, let us settle them, and, 
without taxing other parts of the community for 
the purpose, give every proper encouragement to 
such manufactures as our situation demands. In 
this point of view, I am decidedly opposed to the 


| amendment. 


In a fiscal point of view, will it enrich our 
Treasury? No, sir; of all the delicate opera- 
tions on earth, it is one of the nicest to say how 
far an article is properly dutiable, so as to secure 
a collection of the revenue. Although the duty 
will be greater, I believe the revenue will be less. 
A small duty, without smuggling, is always the 
best. Under the late system, smuggling was 
greatly increased. If we look to our frontier, we 
shall see, from the head of the lakes to the mouth 


| of the St. Lawrence, innumerable points from 


which we were inundated with prohibited arti- 
cles. Do gentlemen expect that the people of 
the country will refuse to admit these goods? 
Experience shows that they will not. The prac- 
tice of the last two centuries will testify to the 
contrary. We know that ina free government, 
unless laws are made to suit the genius of the 
people, they will not enforce them. Although 
they do not oppose them with a strong hand, they 
will connive at their violation. Hence, during 
the embargo, notwithstanding the laws prohibit- 
ing it, we find articles were poured into this 
country. The non-intercourse law has, also, beea 
daily evaded. When last in Baltimore, I was 
told that it was no difficult thing to make a con- 
tract for a cargo of prohibited goods to be depos- 
ited at any given point ia Boston, Philadephia, 
or Baltimore. All that was required in such 
cases for the trouble or risk in the transaction 
was a small premium. The same consequence 
will ensue whenever the duties are so high as to 
give encouragement to smuggling. _ 

Another thing, sir. The revenue will not only 
be impaired by smuggling if the amendment pass 
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into a law, but will, in truth, be diminished in 
another point of view, viz: by a less consumption 
of the articles liable to duty ; for you may raise 
the duty so high as to depress the receipt at the 
custom-house, by reducing the consumption of 
imported goods. The combined influence of a 
diminished consumption, and of smuggling, will 
depress your revenue to almost nothing. 

As a fiscal measure, then, the proposed amend- 
ment is not a wise one; as a measure taxing the 
agricultural interest for the support of manufac- 
tures, it is not wise; as a measure of resistance 
to the belligerent edicts, it is worse than nothing, 


for it has not been contended that it would be | 


more powerful than the measures heretofore 
adopted for the same purpose. 
I have been pleased to hear the observations of 
a gentleman from New York. He is for sup- 
orting commerce by a navy, and in that respect 
is directly in opposition to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Seypert,) who supports the 
maxim of the King of Prussia, that it is not 
worth while to attempt to protect commerce 
without a hundred ships of war. Without co- 
inciding in that opinion, I believe that every hon- 
orable man, however warm his feelings in defence 
of his country, must believe that with an empty 
Treasury, and without instruments, and even if 


we had ten times as large an Army and Navy as | 


we have at present, it would not be competent 
for us to force those maritime Powers who have 
in force orders and decrees affecting our com- 
merce, to do us the justice we conceive ourselves 
entitled to. Our submission, as it has been called, 
to the decrees and orders, was a submission which 
we could neither command nor control. These 
edicts of the belligerents were, in one respect. 
like the dispensations of Providence; we were 
incapable of resisting them. But, on that ac- 
count, I never deemed a vote against measures of 
hostility as in any degree abandoning our rights. 
Far from it; for, it would only have been a vain 
cost of treasure, and a lavish expense of the best 
blood of the country, without any good. This 
state of things should induce us to endeavor in 
the best manner we could to support ourselves at 
home, and acquire funds in the Treasury, by 
leaving our merchants to carry on such com- 
merce as is in their power. I am sure, sir—for 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky is a 
high-minded man, and I know his zeal for his 
country—that he does not consider this as a 
measure of resistance to the orders and decrees. 
On the contrary, it appears to me a measure 
compromitting honor for money, and saving our 
honor by filling the Treasury. 

Sir, 1 do not profess to be capable of advising 
proper measures ; but, when measures are brought 
before the House, I feel it my bounden duty to 
express my sense on their tendency. I think this 
fifty per cent. additional duty on imported goods 
will not increase our revenue; it will not, in any 
degree, better our situation; it will operate, at 
the cost of the Treasury, as a bonum to our mer- 
chants who have imported goods on hand, and it 
will operate on agriculturists for the purpose of 
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| raising in a hotbed the manufacturing interest, 
which, though I wish to foster it, I cannot con- 
sent.to encourage to the substantial injury of the 
agricultural interest of the country. 
A division of the question was called for, so as 
to take the question first on striking out the first 
‘section of the bill. 
| Mr. Bacon rose merely to say that he should 
‘vote against striking out the section, though not 
| unfriendly to the amendments proposed, because 
ihe believed they would be equally applicable to 
ithe bill if the section was retained as if it was 
| struck out. 
The question on striking out the first section 
was negatived, 52 to 43. 
Mr. JouNnson then moved to amend the bill by 
| adding the sections he had moved before. ' 
Mr. J. said if he could have voted for the bili 
now under consideration, he should not have 
troubled the Committee with these amendments, 
/amendments justified by existing circumstances 
/and founded on correct principles. They pro- 
| vide, Ist. For the exclusion of British and French 
armed vessels from the use of our harbors and wa- 
ters; denying to their crews the hospitalities and 
comforts of our country; vesting the President 
| with power, by proclamation, to remove such te- 
| strictions in favor of the Power who shall so 
modify its anti-neutral edicts as to exempt our 
| commerce from embarrassment. 2d. To add fifty 
| per centum upon the present duties, as it respecis 
| the goods, wares, ak merchandise, the growth. 
| produce, or manufactures of Great Britain and 
France, their colonies and dependencies; with 
| the express condition that such duties shall cease 
| and determine at the end of three months from 
| such time as either Power may cease to violate 
| the neutral rights of the United States, but to be 
| enforced as to the nation continuing to make ag- 
| gressions upon the commercial rights of the Un- 
| ted States. 3d. To authorize the President. in 
| case of arrangement with France or Great Brit- 


ain, to revive the non-importation part of the 
non-intereourse against the Power refusing to 
modify its decrees violating our neutral rights. 
4th. To strike out that part of the bill which re- 
peals the non-intercourse. 

These amendments are not complicated. They 
are easy of comprehension. They assume hon- 
| orable ground, which we can maintain, despite o! 
| foreign enemies or domestic opposition; a sys- 








tem not to terminate with the end of the next 
| session, like our other restrictive measures, which 
we have been compelled to abandon. No, sir; 
| bottomed upon American principles, and anima- 
| ted with a spirit of resentment, these restrictions 
are to continue as long as the unjust decrees of 
the belligerents. It is a system of retaliation 
against the two warring Powers, who have disre- 
garded the sacred character of our neutrality. A 
preference is given to friendly Powers and their 
commerce by additional duties of fifty per cent. 
as to Hrance and Great Britain; and a proper 
discrimination. is made in our commercial inter- 
course with hostile and friendly Powers, by ex- 
cluding the public armed vessels of Great Britain 
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and France, and admitting others. The wanton 
yiolations of our rights justify, and call imperi- 
ously for this distinction. The exclusion of their | 
armed vessels will save us the mortification of | 
seeing Our citizens murdered, and our commerce | 
interrupted in the sight of our own shores. 
This discriminating duty of fifty per cent. will | 
produce the most salutary consequences. It will 
encourage internal improvements and domestic | 
manufactures, give a spirit to enterprise, and | 
bring money into the Treasury to discharge the | 
debt of the Revolution. It will encourage the 
commerce of friendly Powers, excite their confi- 
dence, and secure their friendship ; it will evince 
our justice, our firmness, and our moderation ; it | 
will make us independent of the markets of Na- 
poleon and the King of England, whose enmity 
cannot easily be destroyed. French brandy, silks, | 
and wines, and British manufactures, will find a | 
limited market in the United States. This regu- | 
lation will lessen the importation from Great 
Britain and France, and will beget habits of 
economy, and destroy those ancient ties of com- 
merce which threaten to enslave us. So long as 
France and Great Britain believe that we are de- 


Commercial 


so long will they insult the honor of our flag, and 
trample upon the rights of this nation. We must 
convince them of their error, and they will recip- 
rocate our friendly disposition, and seek our com- 
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and Means five per cent. on ad valorem duties, 
and thirty-three-and-a-third per cent. on specific 
duties upon the commerce of all nations, as with- 
out any danger of smuggling, with a view to rev- 


‘enue. This duty isconfined to France and Great 


Britain, leaving importations from other coun- 
tries upon the present establishment. I appre- 
hend, therefore, no danger from smuggling. Up- 
on light articles, such as lace for instance, the 
imposts will, under any duty, be evaded occasion- 
ally. This cannot always be prevented or de- 
tected; and the evasion of the law may take 
place in our seaports notwithstanding the vigi- 
lance of the revenue officers. But upon the 
great subject of impost, the articles which yield 
the revenue, the duty can be enforced, and will 
be operative upon importations from Great Brit- 
ain and France. 

If this smuggling be carried on, it must be 
through the medium of the Canadas and the 
Floridas; and this circuitous trade could not be 
carried on with any profit over the bona fide 
trader, provided there was no risk of detection 
and forfeiture. T’o save seven-and-a-half per 


expenses of a circuitous trade by land and water. 
He must land his goods in Canada. under all the 
disadvantages of its commercial situation, com- 
pared with the fair trade sailing into New York 


merce upon reciprocal principles. We know we | or Boston; and, after landing, he must carry his 


pendent upon them for a market, or their goods, | cent. ad valorem, the smuggler must incur the 


are independent of foreign nations, and the world | heavy articles, such as sugar, rum, cloths, &c., to 


must be taught to know it. Without this belief, | a distant market for sale. He must run the risk 
the friendship of despots is not worth possessing. | of detection, and the penalties of the law, and 
We were not sent to this place to barter away | the dishonor attached to this clandestine traffic. 
the natiun’s rights, but to maintain them at the | With these difficulties, would the seven-and-a- 
hazard of blood and treasure. These restrictions | half per cent.ad valorem duties furnish sufficient 


can be enforced without armies and navies, and 
as the plunder of our commerce is the only in- 
ducement now for France and Great Britain to 
continue their unjust pretensions, these duties 





| inducement to evade the law? There would be 
mueh difficulty in preventing the exportation of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, on account of the 
facilities of evasion arising from the aid which 


will injure vitally the interests of both nations. | bad men would give to each other in their com- 


But it seems to me that every measure will be 


opposed which is calculated to resent the wrongs | 


binations. But the difficulties of smuggling into 
the United States, even under a total non-impor- 


of foreign nations, until complete abandonment | tation, would be very great, owing to the vigi- 


of our rights will be the inevitable consequence. 
Nothing will do that has been proposed, and noth- 
ing that can in human wisdom be proposed. And 
should this be the temper of the House at this 
alarming crisis? Sometimes the measure is to 
operate upon ourselves; at other times, its opera- 
tion upon foreign nations is to produce revolu- 
tion, and terrifies us to death. We can bear 
nothing ; we can suffer nothing. Have we lost 


lance of our officers and our great distance from 
those countries which furnish us with importa- 
tions. The smuggling, of which complaint is 
| made, hus arisen from the system of non-inter- 
' course to which we have been driven by the con- 
duct of foreign nations, and which will not be 
| the case under the operation of additional duties. 
| In a zeal to oppose the amendment, false invoices 
| have been mentioned as a practice that would re- 


our love of glory and freedom? Have we lost | sult to evade the revenue laws. This practice of 
our firmness? Have we boasted of our wisdom, | swindling the Government of its revenue by a 
our patriotism in vain? How can I meet my | false invoice has prevailed, and no doubta proper 
fellow-citizens and say that Congress have yield- | remedy will be suggested at the next session to 
ed up their rights to France and Great Britain ?| suppress it. But thisact of evasion, arising from 


Have we lost confidence in the people? I hope 
not. The people are firm, and we have nothing 
to fear. lt is objected that this additional duty 
will produce habits of smuggling. The fifty per 
cent. upon the present duties makes seven-and-a- 
half per cent. ad valorem duty, and fifty per cent. 


a defect in the system of revenue laws, and from 
the great desire of gain, which has weakened the 
moral and political obligations of the citizens, 
will find the same inducements under the present 
duties, as after the addition is made. Nothing 
will prevent this but a fear of detection, or the 


on the specific duty. The Secretary of the Treas- | entire repeal of your revenve laws. I call the 
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land. I have examined this part of it, and find 
the example in point. The ad valorem duties in 
Great Britain are thirty-three-and-a-third per 
cent., as a permanent system of revenue, and the 
practice of smuggling does not defeat the reve- 
nue. Every facility is afforded to the smuggler 
in England by regular establishments, and in the 
United States. there are none such; the reverse is 
the fact—nor can such establishments exist, sep- 
arated as we are from the Old World. Look to 
the English side of the British Channel. From 
Lands End and Portsmouth up to Gravesend, a 
coast of three hundred miles ts presented ; and 
on the European side, from Brest to Amsterdam, 
we have a contiguous coast of five hundred miles. 
From these opposite coasts, a fast sailing smug- 
gling vessel may run in a few hours, in spite of 
the movement of revenue cutters. Add to this 
circumstance the number of islands which afford 
facilities to this clandestine traffic. It is said we 
cannot distinguish goods of French and British 
origin from those of the nations not subjected to 
additional duties. Take any port as to Ameri- 
can commerce, and try the experiment. Can the 
English merchant purchase Irish linens at Ton- 
ningen, and impose them upon us as neutral 

oods? And, if he could, would not this expe- 

ient cost him more than the fifty per cent. on 
the present duty—that is, seven-and-a-half per 
cent. ad valorem? We have been told that this 
will be taxing the people. If it bea tax, itisa 
voluntary one. It is paid by the rich and the 
wealthy, who choose to clothe themselves in for- 
eign wares ; it is paid by those who are best able 
to pay it. In this case you do not send your fed- 
eral officer to the cottage of the poor man with 
a wife and children, to take his last cow to sell, 
or to put him in jail. The hand of oppression 
is not felt by this duty. Your merchant pays it 
to the Treasury, and if the farmer voluntarily | times. I have listened to the various sentiments 

urchases the merehant’s goods, he indirectly | of the most experienced members, and it is uni- 

elps to pay the duty. A member from Mary-| versally agreed by all, that we cannot abandon 
land has spoken of the State of Kentucky as fer- | the opposition which we have made to the inju- 
tile,and more able to bear this duty than the other | ries of France and Great Britain; that we must 
sections of the United States. Every part of the | persevere in some honorable course of measures ; 
Union has its advantages and disadvantages, and, | something must be done. Under these consider- 
perhaps, no measure of Congress can act precisely | ations, | have ever been willing to accommodate, 
equally on all the States; but I can assure that | and meet in union to vindicate our injured rights. 
gentleman I do not make the calculation of profit | | have, on all occasions, given up my first wishes 
and loss as it respects the people of Kentucky, | rather than disseminate the seeds of disunion, 
when their rights and honor are at stake. No,| but I now begin to see that all isin vain, and 
sir; they are willing to bear and suffer everything | submission must come, unless we take these 
for the sake of that freedom which they enjoy. | amendments and adopt the bill. I will meet up- 
But I can also assure the member from Mary- | on any ground but the abandonmentof our rights. 
land that he is mistaken if he supposes the peo- | That | never will do for an earthly power or cov- 
ple of Kentucky do not suffer in common with | sideration. I have always been willing to con- 
the people of the United States, in consequence | tinue commercial restrictions, or use the force of 
of the measures of Congress, passed with a view | the nation to avenge our wrongs. I see no other 
to countervail the restrictions imposed upon our | course—there can be no other. | have always 
lawful commerce by the two great belligerents of | endeavored to get the strongest measures, but de- 
Europe. The people of Kentucky are industri- | termined to vote for the weakest rather than to 
ous, and they delight in times like these to clothe | do nothing, or distract the Councils of the Union. 
themselves in domestic manufactures; in what} With this disposition, we can meet upon honor- 
we call, in common parlance, homespun. They | able ground, and that ground is now offered. 
meet in this ornament, to celebrate with the sen- | This Government is founded on the virtue, the 


pendence. But they have their calicoes, and their 
silks also, which they can, and do put on, when 
it suits them; and in this way they contribute to 
pay revenue to the exchequer of the United 
States. The distresses of the farmers are men- 
tioned, and per centum calculations made as to 
their losses and privations. I am not acquainted 
with that languagein Kentucky. I have listened 
to members on the subject of mercantile cupid- 
ity, but, until this session, I have never heard 
members deciaim upon agricultural cupidity, 
And has it come to this? Shall we forget the 
injustice of foreign enemies, and calculate the 
loss we are to sustain by a vindication of our 
rights? I have, heretofore, been interested with 
the pleasant theme of the farmer’s virtues, his 
patriotism, and his valur; but now, I hear of his 
cotton upon his hands, his tobacco in his ware. 
house, and his flour spoiling. I will not indulge 
sentiments so derogatory to the character of the 
agriculturists. Such sentiments do them the 
greatest injustice. Gentlemen are much sur- 
prised at these amendments. It was expected 
we had given up the restrictive system. I am 
sorry to astonish the members of this House, but 
I hope it will be distinctly understood that | 
never have, and that I never will relinquish a 
system which is calculated to avenge the vio- 
lated rights of this much injured country. We 
have been laughed out of some measures, we 
have been alarmed out of others; but I cannot 
be operated upon by either of these motives. | 
will not relinquish the ground we have taken un- 
less I discover in it radical defects. In such 
event, | would gain wisdom by experience, and 
commence a new system, more certain of success. 

Ihave noticed attentively the passing events, 
the surrounding difficulties, the difference of opin- 
ion as to the measures best calculated for the 


attention of this House to the history of Eng-| timents of freemen the anniversary of our inde. 
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affection, and the patriotism of the people. So 
long as you save the national honor, under such 
imperious difficulties, they will be satisfied. — 
They have given evidence of this disposition. 
But, let us separate with naked submission to 
the decrees of France and Grea: Britain, and the 
people will rise in their just indignation, and de- 
elare us unworthy of the sacred trust committed 
toour charge. They never will suffer a foreign 
Power to regulate their commerce, and prevent 
them from carrying our native produce to mar 
ket'agreeable to the laws of nations and of reason. 

Mr. SHerrey opposed the amendment. 

Mr. Boyp spoke in reply. 

Messrs. Dana and Livermore spoke against 
the amendment. 

And a division of the question being called for, 
the first section proposed as an amendment (going 
tocontinue the exclusion of foreign armed ves 
sels from our waters) was agreed to by the Com- 
mittee—yeas 53. 

Mr. Van Horn moved to strike out of the sec- 
ond section proposed, the words, “as to allowance 
of drawback.” He said he had no idea, after the 
people had been taxed nearly double of the pres- 
ent duties, of admitting foreign goods to be re- 
exported after a payment of only three and a half 
per cent. duty. It would be a premium to for- 
eign manufactures over our own. 

The motion was lost, ayes 14. 

The second section was then agreed, to ayes 59. 

Mr. Bacon moved to amend the first section 
of the bill (which repeals the third section of the 
non-intercourse law) by striking out the words 
“the third section of the.” 

This motion was objected to by Mr. Prrxin on 
the ground of the alleged absurdity of repealing 
a law, and at the same time re-enacting the two 
first sections and subjecting the whole to revival 
on the proclamation of the President. 

Mr. Bacon defended his motion, and showed 
the necessity of giving a power to the President 
to revive the non-intercourse system in relation 
to the belligerent not revoking its edicts—a ne- 
cessity resulting from laws passed by Congress, 
requiring the President to make certain offers to 
the belligerents, which, if agreed to, could not 
be carried into effect unless this provision was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Pirin replied that with respect to any 
overture made to either belligerent, or as to any 
treaty in contemplation, the House had no know- 
ledge, the President not having given them such 
information. He was opposed entirely to giving 
power to the President to revive a law. 

Mr. Livermore said as the proposed amend- 
ment went to the total repeal of the non-inter- 
course, distinct from any condition annexed to it, 
he was iu favor of the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes 61. 

Other verbal amendments having been agreed 
to, the Committee rose and reported the bill as 
amended. 

Mr. MILnor moved toadjourn—ayes 43, noes 51. 

Mr. Quincy moved that the bill lie on the ta- 
ble, for ths purpose of baving it printed. 
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This motion was supported by Messrs. Van 
Horn, Key, Quincy, and Livermore, on the 
grounds that they could not understand the amend- 
ments; that this precipitation of business was un- 
dignified and dangerous; and they claimed asa 
right to have the bill printed for inspection before 
they decided on it. 

Messrs. Guotson and Jonnson opposed it. 
They said they felt every disposition to accom- 
modate gentlemen in their wishes; but the House 
acted under imperious circumstances, for if the 
passage of the bill was delayed beyond to-morrow, 
it was impossible that the Senate should act on it 
before the time fixed for adjournment. They ap- 
pealed to their friends, under these circumstances, 
not to consent to delay. 


The following are the yeas and nays on the 
motion that the bill lie on the table: 


Yeas—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Matthew Clay, Samuel W. Dana, John Daven- 
port, jun., William Ely, James Emott, Jonathan Fisk, 
David S. Garland, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Benjamin How- 
ard, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, William 
Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, 
Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, 
Matthew Lyon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, Wm. Milnor, 
Thomas Moore, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8S. 
Mumford, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, James Stephenson, 
Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
Jabez Upham, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and 
James Wilson—53. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ezekiel 
Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, How- 
ell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Jo- 
seph Desha, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, 
Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
John Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alexander 
McKim, Joan Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John 
Nicholson, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebene- 
zer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, 
George Smith, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tra- 
cy, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Robert 
Whitehill, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon—59. 


The first and second amendments of the Com- 
mittee of the whole House were then concurred 
in by the House. 


The third amendment being then read, in the 
words following. to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That the two first 
sections of an act, entitled ‘An act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes,’ be, and the same are hereby, reviv- 
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ed, and shall, from the passage of this act, have full 
force and effect. 

“And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
passage of this act, an addition of fifty per cent. shall 
be made to the duties now imposed by law on the im- 
portation of goods, wares, and merchandise, in respect to 
all goods, wares, and merchandise, the growth, produce, 
or manufacture, of any of the dominions, colonies, or 
dependencies, of either Great Britain or France, or im- 
ported from any of the said dominions, colonies, or de- 
pendencies ; which additional duty shall be levied and 
collected in the same manner, under the same regula- 
tion and allowance as to drawbacks, mode of security, 
and time of payment, respectively, as are already pre- 
scribed by law, in relation to the duties now in force 
on the importation of goods, wares, and merchandise.” 


A division of the question on the said amend- 
ment was called for by Mr. Lyon, the division to 
take place after the word “ effect :” and the same 
being taken on the first member thereof, it was 
resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Van Horn, 
and the question being put, to amend the second 
member of the third amendment, by striking out 
the words “ and allowance as to drawbacks,” and 
it was determined in the negative—ayes 25. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the second member of the said amendment, and 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 59. nays 22, as 
follows : 

Yras— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, 
John Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, Orchard Cook, James 
Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, 
Joseph Desha, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gid- 
eon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard M. Johnson, John Love, Matthew Lyon, Aaron 
Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. 
Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nich- 
olson, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John 
Rhea of 'Tennessec, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, John Taylor, Uri 
Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Rob- 
ert Whitehill, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—William W. Bibb, Matthew Clay, Howell 
Cobb, James Cochran, David 8. Garland, Nathaniel A. 
Haven, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Joseph 
Lewis. jr., Robert Marion, Wm. Milnor, Thos. Moore, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon S. Mumford, Benjamin 
Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Archibald Van Horn, 
Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 

An amendment authorizing a suspension of the 
restrictions as to the nation revoking its unlaw- 
ful edicts, was concurred in without opposition. 

Mr. Mumrorp said he was opposed to the 
amendments. They would however be useless 
indeed if there was no commerce on which the 
duty could operate; and this he feared would be 
the case soon, unless some measure was adopted, 
for at one fell swoop twenty-five sail had been ta- 
ken within sixty days past at and near St. Sebas- 
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tian. Without further preamble, he moved the 
following section asan amendment, to which, if 
agreed to, he would add the details necessary to 
carry it into effect: 

“ And be it further enacted, That the merchant 
vessels of the United States owned wholly by a citizen 
or citizens thereof, laden wholly with articles of the 
growth or manufacture of the United States, owned 
wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof, navigated wholly 
by citizens of the United States, not having on board 
articles contraband of war, and bound to any port or 
place not actually invested, with which intercourse 
shall be prohibited by the decrees or orders of the Gov. 
ernment of any Power whatever, shall be entitled to 
protection by convoy.” 

Mr. Marion asked for information whether this 
swoop was made on the merchantmen at sea or 
in port? If in port, he said he should be glad if 
the gentleman would inform him whether, if they 
had been convoyed, they would have escaped 
seizure? If, after being convoyed toa port, they 
were not safe, it would be a great reason against 
going to the expense of convoying. 

Mr. Mumrorp replied that the greatest part of 
the vessels had been taken entering the harbor of 
St. Sebastian, some by boats, some by privateers 
—some were taken possession of immediately 
after their arrival. Had they been convoyed, so 
that the nature of the property could have been 
ascertained with certainty, he believed they would 
not have been seized. 

Mr. Fisk regretted that he could not vote for 
the proposition, because it was too indefinite ; be- 
cause it would be merely nominal, as, if our Navy 
was increased four-fold, it could not be competent 
to the object; because he did not wish to embar- 
rass the bill by any distinet propositions, nor to 
add one which would defeat the bill; because, if 
at this late hour of the session it was determined 
to employ arms to enforce our rights on the ocean, 
he wished it to be done in a more serious manner 
than that proposed. 

Mr. Dana, adverting toa distinction made in 
some late admiralty decisions between vessels 
sailing under convoy and under protection, be- 
cause in the former case the merchant vessels 
were compellable to sail under the direction of 
the armed vessel, and in the latter case had their 
option how far they would proceed under protec- 
tion, suggested to the gentleman the propriety of 
modifying his motion, so as to read “ may be pro- 
tected by the public armed vessels of the United 
States against unlawful searches or seizure.” 

Mr. Mumrorp declined varying his motion. 

Mr. Guoison was desirous of postponing the 
amendment, but could not get at his object. 

Mr. Pickman said no one could be more de- 
sirous than himself, if it was in our power, to pro- 
tect Our commerce against the illegal acts of any 
nation ; but it would be as idle to attempt to con- 
voy our trade against the thousand ships Britain 
has in commission, as to convoy them to France 
with a view to resisting illegal seizure and deten- 
tion by that Power in her own ports. 

Mr. Dana objected to the amendment, because 
of the vagueness of the terms in which it was 


A aI + 


* this 
a OF 
ad if 
they 
aped 
they 
ainst 


rt of 
or of 
teers 
ately 
d, so 
been 
‘ould 


e for 
5 be- 
Navy 
tent 
i bar- 
yr to 
se, if 
‘ined 
sean, 
nner 


le in 
ssels 
_ be- 
ssels 
n of 
their 
otec- 
ty of 
pro- 
rited 


- 
the 


: de- 
pro- 
any 
con- 

tain 

ance 
ten: 


ause 
was 


» 1917 
APRIL, 1810. 


couched. It authorized the convoy of trade, with- 
out specifying whether on land or on water. 
Whatever might be the case with these smaller 
vehicles called gunboats, he said it was not usual 
for the frigates to undertake to travel by land. 

The amendment was negatived—yeas 18, nays 
73 as follows: 

Yseas—William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Benja- 
min Howard, John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, Gur- 
don 8. Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Porter, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Erastus Root, John Thompson, and 
Ezekiel Whitman. 

Nars—Willis Alston, junior, David Bard, William 

W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, John 
Brown, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Howell Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, William 
Crawford, Richard Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, John 
Davenport, jun., John Dawson, Joseph Desha, James 
Emott, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Gideon 
Gardner, Peterson Goodwyn, William Hale, Daniel 
Heister, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Robert Jenkins, 
Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, 
Edward St. Loe Livermore, Matthew Lyon, Aaron 
Lyle, Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, Samuel 
McKee, Pleasant M. Miller, Nicholas R. Moore, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Samuel .Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Jabez 
Upham, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensse- 
laer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, James Wilson, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Mr. LiverMoRE wished to make a motion that 
the bill should not take effect nor be in force till 
the day of —— next. 

The Speaker informed Mr. Livermore that 
it was not in order, as the House had agreed to a 
section which contained within itself a provision 
that it should go into operation from and after 
the passage of this act. 

Mr. Livermore then moved the following as 
an amendment to the bill: 

“ Provided, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to allow the recovery of any penalty or forfeit- 
ure by reason of the Proclamation of the President of 
the United States bearing date the 9th of August, 
1809, or the corresponding instructions issued under 
the direction of the Presdent by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the same date as communicated to Con- 
gress with the Message of the President at the com- 
mencement of the present session. 

Mr. Livermore said that the amendment he 
had introduced was to prevent the embarassments 
which might arise to the citizens from prosecu- 
tions for penalties and forfeitures incurred under 
an apprehension that the non-intercourse act had 
been in force since the 28th of June, as regarded 
the dominions of Great Britain, and that the cir- 
cular letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, of 
the 19th of August last, and the proclamation of 
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the President of the same date, were warranted 
by law. If, said he, Mr. Speaker, the circular 
letter and proclamation I have mentioned were 
not warranted by law, and the non-intercourse 
has not been so in force, it is proper a proviso of 
this nature should be annexed to the second sec- 
tion to prevent further difficulty and embarrass- 
ment arising to the people. 

It is intended by the bill before us to repeal 
the act of June, which revived part of the act of 
March, commonly called the non-intercourse, so 


that its operation shall immediately cease, except 


as to the recovery of forfeitures and penalties in- 
curred under it; and as the non-intercourse is 
now, and has been, since the passage of the act, 
in force as respects France and her dependencies, 
it is proper perhaps to keep in force the act as to 
the recovery of such penalties and forfeitures; 
but as the law (as I shall undertake to show) has 
not been in force as respects Great Britain and 
her dependencies, since the close of the last ses- 
sion of Congress, it is proper so to qualify the 
expressions of the second section, about to be 
enacted, as that they may not mislead the officers 
of Government, or cause embarrassments to the 
people, or that the meaning of Congress should 
be misunderstood. 

The principles I advance are, that the circular 
letter and proclamation, as respects this subject, 
are not warranted by law; and, as I have under- 
taken to show it, and will (1 think) demonstrate 
it beyond all doubt to every gentleman who will 
give me a patient hearing, I hope I shall be in- 
dulged; notwithstanding the lateness of the hour 
and the anxiety of gentlemen to divide upon the 
question of the passage of the bill this night, im- 
perfect and unintelligible as it is. 

It is true the courts of law will decide accord- 
ing to their own understanding as to the point 
whether the non-intercourse has been in force as 
respects Great Britain and her dependencies, since 
the close of the last session ; but still, it is our duty 
to understand the subject we are legislating upon, 
and that we should not enact a principle which 
is unjust in itself, and cannot be carried into ef- 
fect, simply because the courts of law have the 
control, and must act immediately in their deci- 
sions. If what I contend for is correct, then the 
literal operation of the section under considera- 
tion is of the description I have mentioned, and 
the expression ought to be qualified. And there 
can be no impropriety; but, on the contrary, it is 
right and proper to qualify it in the way I con- 
tend, and a contrary position cannot be justified 
on any sound principle of morality or policy. 

If there is any law to warrant the proclamation 
and circular letter, it must be contained in the 
acts of Congress of March Ist. 1809, called the 
non-intercourse, and of the 28th of June last, 
which revived parts of the non-intercourse act. 
If there is any other aét upon the subject, gentle- 
men who may hold a contrary doctrine from that 
which I contend for, are called upon to produce 
it; otherwise I shall take it for granted that there 
is no pretence of any others. I will consider the 
act of March in the first place. 
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The first and second sections interdict from our 
rts and harbors all public armed ships of either 
rance or Great Britain. 

The third section interdicts, after the 20th of 
May, then next, the entrance into our ports and 
harbors of all vessels sailing under the flag of 
Great Britain or France, or owned. in whole or 
in part, by their citizens or subjects. 

The fourth section forbids the importation, after 
the 20th of May, of all merchandise from Great 
Britain or France, or their dependencies, or of 
any goods, the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of either, from any other place. 

The sixth section subjects to forfeiture the ves- 
sels, &c., in which prohibited articles shall be put 
on board for the purpose of importation. The 
fifth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth sections 
regulate the carrying into effect the provisions of 
the other sections. The twelfth section repeals 
the embargo laws after the 15th of the month, or 
so much as respects the departure of vessels to 
any places, except Great Britain, France and 
their dependencies. The thirteenth requires giv- 
ing bonds, &c.; and the nineteenth section limits 
the duration of the act to the end of the then next 
session of Congress, which was in June last. And 
as the law was to expire at the end of that ses- 
sion, it follows that any part of it which has not 
been revived and kept in force by the act of June, 
must have ceased to operate upon the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, as much as if it had never 
existed; and no one will pretend that, if it has 
not been continued in force by the act of June, it 
has since been in force, or that the circular letter 
or proclamation could be warranted by it. 


It is necessarry to notice the provisions of the 
eleventh section of the act, which are as follows: 

“That the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, in case either France or Great 
Britain shall so revoke or modify her edicts as that 
they shall cease to violate the neutral commerce of the 
United States, to declare the same by proclamation ; 
after which the trade of the United States, suspended 
by tiiis act and the act laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States, and the several acts supplementary thereto, may 
be renewed with the nation so doing. And vessels 
bound thereafter to any foreign port or place with 
which the commercial intercourse shall, by virtue of 
this section, be again permitted, shall give bond, &c., 
that they shall not proceed to any foreign port, nor 
trade with any country other than those with which 
commercial intercourse shall have been or may be per- 
mitted by this act.” 

By this section, upon a certain event, the Presi- 
dent was to declare it, and the trade or commer- 
cial intercourse was to be renewed; and vessels 
sailing were to give bond only “ not to proceed to 
‘any foreign port, nor trade with any country 
‘ other than those with which commercial inter- 
‘ eourse shall have been or may be permitted.” I 
shall not at this time inquire into the legality or 
correctness of the President’s proceedings in rela- 
‘tion to making the arrangement with Mr. Erskine, 
but simply to what he did and what Congress did, 
in pursuance of the arrangement made on the 
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19th of April last. The President issued his proc- 
lamation reciting the provisions of the eleventh 
section I have mentioned, and that the Hon. David 
Montague Erskine had, by the order and in the 
name of his Sovereign, declared to this Govern- 
ment that the British Orders in Council of Janu- 
ary and November, 1807, would have been with- 
drawn on the 10th day of June then next; and 
the President proclaimed the same, ‘will have 
‘been withdrawn on the said 10th day of June, 
‘after which the trade with Great Britain, sus- 
‘ pended by the act of Congress, and the act laying 
‘an embargo, and the several acts supplementary 
‘ thereto, may be renewed.” Congress met on the 
22d of May, and on the 23d the President sent a 
message to both Houses; and among other things 
informed them that the British Government had 
transmitted to their Legation provisional instruc- 
tions to signify His Britannic Majesty’s willing- 
ness to withdraw his Orders in Council. in the 
persuasion that the intercourse with Great Brit- 
ain would be renewed on the part of the United 
States. 

“These steps,” says he, “of the British Govern- 
‘ment led to the correspondence and proclama- 
‘tion now laid before you, by virtue of which the 
‘commerce between the two countries will be 
‘ renewed after the 10th of June next.” The Pre- 
sident then recommended to Congress “the revi- 
‘sion of our commercial laws, proper to adapt 
‘ them to the arrangement which had taken place 
‘ with Great Britain.” What could the President 
mean by this recommendation? The whole sys- 
tem would expire at the end of the session, whieh 
was expected would be very short. This alone 
could have been the meaning: that as the act of 
March was temporary, and as Great Britain had 
complied with the requisition of revoking “her 
edicts violating our neutral commerce,” and as 
France had not, there was a propriety in continu- 
ing the non-intercourse, or rather it was part of 
the compact as to France, and not as to Great 
Britain. This was the way Congress understood 
it; indeed, they could understand it in no other 
light, and legislated accordingly. The supposi- 
tion is too absurd to entertain for a moment, that 
the President or Congress conceived the least 
idea that the non-intercourse with Great Britain 
was not renewable on the 10th of June, or that it 
had not been legally renewed at the time of pass- 
ing the act to amend and continve in force the 
several sections of the non-intercourse act against 
France, which was passed the 28th of June. To 
| suppose this were possible, is to suppose the Presi- 
| dent the most vile, perfidious man that ever drew 
| the breath of life, as well as the greatest fool— 
perfidious towards the people of the United States 
| to enter into an arrangement which he did not 
| know or believe effectual, and solemnly declare 
| to the world that it was done, thereby to let loose 
the whole commerce of the United States to go 

where the people pleased, except to France and 
her dependencies, and solemnly to announce to 
Congress that it was done in conformity with the 
act. And to suppose that Congress, in placing 
any kind of faith in the President, or in the legal- 
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ity of what he had done, should hold up to the | France. The eleventh section, which is ex- 
people their full reliance upon him, and the legal- | pressly continued in force, makes the provision 
ity of his arrangement, and proceed to pass an | for that case. It must relate wholly to Great 











act whereby the property of the citizens should 
be forfeited and their persons subjected to impris- 
onment for acts made criminal, which they were 
told by the Government were innocent and law- 


| Britain ; it would be nonsense to endeavor to ex- 
| tend this provision toanything else; and it is too 
| self-evident to be denied, that this was the inten- 
| tion of Congress. Now, as the intention of Con- 


ful, is to make Congress the most detestable. vile, | gress, at the time of passing the act of June, was 
wicked body, or composed of the vilest wretches | not to prohibit the trade with Great Britain, the 
that ever disgraced human nature. And yet,upon | conclusion is irresistible, that this proviso was 


examination, it will be found that this must be 
the case, if the proceedings since the 13th of Au- 
gust last, in relation to this subject, have been 
correct. But this case cannot be admitted. Con- 
gress neither did nor could know anything of the 
transaction, except what the President had com- 
munieated to them, and which I have noticed. 
Congress supposed the dispute with Great Brit- 
ain was settled and rightfully done, and passed 
the act of the 28th of June, in conformity. 

lt is well known to every lawyer, and it must 
be admitted by every man of any understanding, 
that all words and sentiments of a doubtful or 
equivocal meaning, must receive a construction 
according to what appears to have been the un- 
derstanding aod iniention of the Legislature; 
otherwise a law might be passed to punish a man 
for that which was not intended to be made crim- 
inal, and for an action innocent in itself, and be- 
lieved so at the time of its commission. This 
would be the extreme of tyranny; a most dread- 
ful engine in the hands of a tyrant! But the 
reverse is the fact, and the intention of the Legis- 
lature is as much the law, and binding on all 
concerned, as if the provision was so expressed 
as to admit of but one meaning. 

it was, then, with this understanding that Con- 
gress, on the 28th of June, passed the act by 
which it was enacted that the third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, sev- 
enteenth, and eighteenth, sections of the act, enti- 
tled an act, &c.—the act of the first of March— 
shall continue in force until the end of the next 
session of Congress; “provided that nothing 
‘therein contained shall be construed to prohibit 
‘any trade or commercial intercourse which has 
‘been, or may be, permitted in conformity with 
the provisions of the eleventh section of the said 
‘act, 

A construction must undoubtedly be put upon 
ihe words, “ which has been, or may be, permit- 
ted, in conformity with the provisions.” Do these 
words merely designate an act alone, or trade or 
commercial intercourse already permitted, which 
the act should not be construed to prohibit; or 
an hypothesis, if any treaty or commercial inter- 
course has been legally and rightfully permitted ; 
or, in other words, in conformity with the elev- 
enth section, then this act shall not prohibit it, 
otherwise it shall prohibit all trade and commer- 
cial intercourse with Great Britain and her de- 
pendencies ? 

Only one of these constructions can be right. 
lf the latter is wrong, it follows that the first is 
the true construction of the act of June last. 

This proviso could not relate to the trade with 
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expressly intended to prevent the affirmative 
words in the sections revived by the act of March 
from operating to prohibit such trade and com- 
mercial intercourse. I call upon gentlemen to 
attend to this subject. I conceive it is our bound- 
en duty to do so, and to understand it; and, if it 
should lead us to the necessity of impeachment, I 
hope we shall not shrink from our duty. The 
President and Secretary have their conduct reg- 
ulated and circumscribed by law, as well as other 
men, which, in no case, can they be allowed to 
transcend. And, if gentlemen can answer my 
arguments, they are cailed upon to doso. Itis 
not by a silent vote, or incessant calls for the 
question. This conduct may manifest strength 
of lungs and vivacity of disposition, but affords 
very indifferent argument of refutation. As far 
as | have capacity I will endeavor to illustrate 
my meaning of the construction, which is the 
only true one to be put upon this law by cases 
which must exist, if it is not the true construc- 
| tion, and I hope to render the subject too plain to be 
| misunderstood. In the first place, if my construc- 
| tion is not correct, Congress must be made to en- 
act a law contrary to their intention and under- 
standing; for, if the belief and meaning of both 
the President and Congress were not, that the 
difficulties with Great Britain were settled, and 
that no law was to be made upon the subject as 
regarded that country, then the President must 
be supposed to be guilty of the most shockin 
untruths in his proclamation of the 19th of April, 
his Message to Congress of the 23d of May, and 
his Message at the opening of the present session ; 
and Congress, if they have not made use of false 
words, yet have used false dealings with their con- 
| stituents—worse than false words. How could 
| the President say, comporting with truth, “ that 
|‘ the engagement with Mr. Erskine had, with 
|‘ good faith, been carried into immediate execu- 
'* tion on the part of the United States,” if Con- 
| gress, on the 28th of June last, passed a law to 
| prohibit the intercourse with Great Britain ? 
If it had been apprehended by either the Pres- 
| ident or Congress that there would have been any 
‘further difficulty with Great Britain, and that the 
| arrangement was not completed, how easy would 
it have been to have made a provision to have 
| met the exigency of the case which would not 
| have worked an injury to the people? For in- 
stance, if it should be found that the arrangement 
| was not entered into with proper authority, or if 
Great Britain should disavow it, that then the 
President should issue his proclamation declaring 
the fact, after which the non-intercourse should 
again commence ; and Congress not having done 
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anything of the kind, ant further proof (if it |‘ became a question whether the act prohibiting 
be necessary to prove a self-evident proposition) | ‘ that intercourse was not to be considered as re- 
that this state of things was never contemplated. |‘ maining in legal force? This question being. 
The case presents itself in another point of |‘ after due deliberation, determined in the affir- 
view. Suppose the arrangement had been dis- | * mative, a proclamation to that effect was issued,” 
avowed, would the non-intercourse have been in | Did the President mean by this phrase, “ the event 
force against Great Britain? ‘To answer this af- | not having taken place,” that the British Govern- 
firmatively would be throwing back the charge of | ment were not bound by the arrangement? This 
perfidy upon our Government in a manner irre- | would make the insinuation in his Message very 
sistible. If the question is answered negatively, | unjust. His meaning must be this: the arrange- 
as it must be—and at the same time it is contend- | ment oragreement supposed to be lawfully entered 
ed, that having disavowed the arrangement, it is | into, being that of the 10th day of June, the orders 
- er eae it so papaya meng our own Legis- | = One Ser would have ae 
ature have passed a law whose operation must | drawn, and the British Government refusing t 
depend upon the doings of a foreign Government, | fulfil the agreement, and this “event not having 
and it is made to traverse, like a weathercock, | taken place,” it became a question, &c. And the 
as the wind shall happen to blow; and our cit- | only difference between the case I have supposed 
izens may commit actions one which to-mor- | and the case that exists as operating upon this 
row become highly penal, and whereby they may, | question is this: that in one case the Government 
by our own laws, forfeit all their property, and | of Great Britain refused to stand to the agreement 
that, in consequence of the doings of a foreign | before the time of passing the law, but it was not 
Government. | known at the time; in the other, that the Gov- 
If the operation of the proviso is made to de- | ernment refused to stand to the agreement, after 
pend upon the fact.of whether the arrangement | the passing of the law—consequently, neither 
Was or was not made in conformity with the elev- | event being known at the time, neither could 
oe section, then this penne might oe ‘ that | name SAY mpretes aig se ob ee passed, as 
e arrangement was entered into without au- | neither could influence the Legislature in pass- 
thority from the Government of Great Britain, | ing it; and it follows, part ratione, that the Pres- 
and consequently they were not bound by it, but : ident has as much authority in one case as the 
so far acquiescing as not to enforce their decrees | pear to revive by proclamation. In fact he 
; ' . - | could have none in either. 
Santee one tee This opinion of the President was formed “afte: 
own citizens for pursuing their imaginary lawful | due Senereciee, 008 both acts were undoubted|; 
commerce! But suppose the case to stand thus; | before him. If he had read the 19th section o! 
the arrangement was legally or properly entered | the act of March, it would have informed hin 
into, and so acknowledged at the time of passing | whether oe could be considered as “ remain- 
the act of June; but afterwards Great Britain | ing in legal force.” Would it have been any 
would not stand to theagreement—could the Pres- | question - an if the act of June had not beeu 
ident by proclamation revive the law? I think | passed? think not; and yet from his mode 
the answer will be in the negative; and yet, if | of reasoning it seems it would have been the case. 
the doctrine is correct against which Iam con- | He says, “the event not having taken place, the 
tending, the answer must be in the affirmative, for | question was whether the act remained in force.” 
our Government have not conceded and do not | Had the question have been considered by him 
concede that thearrangement was not madeincon-| in a correct view, it surely never could have 
formity with the law, in which case Great Brit- | been a question with him whether he had been 
ain would not be bound by it; but, on the con- | particeps criminis in passing a law to revive the 
trary, intimate that the disavowal was a breach non-intercourse with Great Britain, contrary to 
of faith on her part, and in no other way can the | his solemn act and agreement with the British 
President’s Message be understood. And the | Ministry; and this we must suppose was his un- 
same.sentiment has been expressed by gentlemen | derstanding at the time of its passage. Charit) 
on this floor. How often have we heard it re- | may drive us to this conclusion, that the 19% 
peated, in the course of the debate upon the joint en was not read, or, if read, not attended to; 
resolution, “the perfidy of Great Britain in dis- | but charity is not to drive us from a first consid- 
avowing the arrangement.” If the arrangement | ation and attention to the people’s rights and the 
was not legally entered into by the agent of that principles of the Constitution, which admit of no 
Government, in virtue of his power for the pur- | excuse for an arbitrary assumption of power, in 
pose, then there was no perfidy in the disavowal ; | whatever shape, whatever time, and let who will 
but if the converse is true, that the arrangement | be the person. 
was legally made and perfidiously disavowed,| The only inquiry can be: Did the act of Jun 
then it is made to follow that the President may | instantly, upon its being passed and receiving the 
revive the non-intercourse by proclamation, if it | sanction of the President, revive the non-intet- 
is now in force against Great Britain. _ course against Great Britain? for the supposition 
But we are told in the Message, which cer- | of reviving it upon contingency is fraught with 
tainly looks a little contradictory, “ that the event | too many extravagances to admit of the possi- 
‘authorizing the renewal of commercial inter- | bility of its being supported. To suppose, then, 
‘ course having thus not taken place, it necessarily | that Congress could intend to pass a law to re- 
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trospect, to punish the citizens who, under the 
arrangement announced by the President’s proc- 
Jamation, and also in so solemn a manner to Con- 
gress in his Message, had been pursuing their 
lawful commerce from the 10th of the month 
until the 28th, is placing Congress in a most in- 
famous tyrannical point of light. Retrospective 
laws are of all species of tyranny the most odious; 
they are against our Constitution, the very ge- 
nius of our Gevernment, and contrary to every 
principle of right and justice. The admission of 
their existence supposes the source of their origin 
to have been from the most depraved, vile, hor- 
rible disposition, fit only for the breasts of those 
who have their habitation with the damned. Buta 
thing so contrary to theeternal principles of justice 
ought never to be supposed to exist; and yet there 
is no rational way of supporting the circular let- 
ter upon the ground of legal authority, except by 
the admission of this principle in its full force, 
or by admitting the greatest absurdities, contra- 
dictions, and nonsense, which I have endeavored, 
perhaps too faintly, to describe. And it takes 
very little from the turpitude by admitting the 
act to be prospective until August, when the 
ane was issued; for to suppose it to 
ave been passed under such deception, the in- 
tercourse having been permitted from the 10th 
of June, is too abominable an imposition to admit 
that Congress would be capable of practising. 
Congress gave an explanation of their meaning 
in the proviso in the 3d section of the act of June, 
speaking of the proviso of the 11th section of the 
act of March, thus: “in relation to any nation 
with which commercial intercourse may here- 
after be permitted,” &c. The words in the other 
proviso are, “have been or may be permitted.” 

The operation of the act at the time of passing 
it must be either to revive or not to revive the 
provisions of the act of March against Great 
Britain. There can be no other alternative. If 
they are revived, then the consequences must 
result which I have shown. If they were not re- 
vived, | ask from whence it is the President de- 
rived his authority torevive them? [could wish 
gentlemen to point out the source. This ques- 
tion is not altogether new. I have before sup- 
ported it in debate, though I have not gone so 
largely into the consideration of it. During the 
session, an honorable gentleman has said that 
there had been but one gentleman who had ad- 
vanced the opinion; but the suggestion has been 
made elsewhere—in the Senate in particular, and 
the Executive must have considered it, and from 
there being no seizures that | recollect to have 
heard of, { presume a correct opinion is now 
formed. 

But, if a contrary doctrine is still held by the 
Executive, they have had full time to furnish 
their friends with arguments to support it. | 
should like to hear the argument of the learned 
law counsellor, whoever he may have been, that 
advised to the course taken in April last. Butif 
there should not be any argument advanced in 
support of the doctrine, I shall take it for granted 
that gentlemen are sensible none can be adduced. 
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From the premises I have laid down, these 
conclusions result: that the act of Mareh inter- 
dicting commercial intercourse with Great Britain, 
being temporary and expiring on the 28th of June, 
the last day of the session, to which it was ex- 
pressly limited, is not in foree as respects Great 
Britain, because it was not revived by the act 
passed the 28th of June, and there has been no 
other lawful act to revive it. 

The question was taken on Mr. LivermMore’s 
orn and negatived—ayes 27, nays 62, as fol- 
ows: 

Yxas—James Breckenridge, John Campbell, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Samuel W. Dana, John Daven- 
port, jun., William Ely, James Emott, Thomas R. 
Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Herman Knicker- 
backer, Edward St, Loe Livermore, Matthew Lyon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Joseph Pear- 
son, Josiah Quincy, Richard Stanford, James Stephen- 
son, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Jabez 
Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, 
and Ezekiel Whitman. 

Nars—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam 
Boyd, John Brown, William A. Burwell, William But- 
ler, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, Jas. 
Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Rich’d Cutts, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Meshack Franklin, 
Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, Benjamin How- 
ard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, William Ken- 
nedy, Philip B. Key, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert 
Marion, Samuel McKee, William Milnor, John Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gur- 
don S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, 
Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, 
John Taylor, Charles Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, 
Robert Whitehill, James Wilson, and Richard Winn. 


Mr. Lyon moved that the bill as amended be 
printed. 

This motion being out of order whilst the ques- 
tion for engrossing was pending— 

A motion was again made to lay the bill on 
the table, which was supported by gentlemen 
who declared themselves utterly unable to under- 
stand it. 

The motion was negatived—yeas 41, nays, 60, 
as follows: 

Yras—James Breckenridge, John Campbell, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, junior, William 
Ely, James Emott, David 8S. Garland, Thomas R. Gold, 
William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Benjamin How- 
ard, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Philip B. 
Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Edward St. Loe Liver- 
more, Matthew Lyon, Robert Marion, Vincent Mat- 
thews, Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, Joseph 
Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, junior, Timothy Pitkin, 
junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Daniel Sheffey, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, James Stephenson, 
Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thompson, 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, La- 
ban Wheaton, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 
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Nars—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, 
Howell Cobb, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard 
Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha; Jonathan Fisk, 
Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, James Holland, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, 
John Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Pleasant M. 
Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, John 
Nicholson, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, Henry 
Southard, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, 
junior, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Richard 
Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

The reading of the bill as amended was called 
for ; but it was said that the bill had been sent to 
the Clerk’s office to be engrossed. 

It was said by several members, amongst whom 
were Messrs. Quincy, Key, Dana, Wuearton, 
and others, that it was inadmissible to engross.a 
bill before an order had passed the House for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Fisk reminded gentlemen of the bill for 
the relief of Mrs. Hamilton, in relation to which 
that course had been pursued; for the bill had 
been engrossed, perhaps by desire of gentlemen 
who now objected to this course, before an order 
had passed the House for the purpose. 

Mr. Quincy insisied on the immediate reading 
of the bill, as a right he possessed as a member 
of the House. Objection was made to the read- 
ing, On the ground that it was only intended to 
embarrass and delay the proceedings of the House. 
The objection was, however, withdrawn and the 
bill with the amendments read. 

Mr. Porrer moved to amend the amendment 
made to the bill by striking out “fifty,” per cent. 
and inserting “twenty.” 

The motion was declared out of order, as it 
went to strike out a part of an amendment al- 


ready agreed to. 

The question was then put, “Shall the bill be 
engrossed and read a third time?” and carried— 
yeas 60, nays 18, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam 
Boyd, John Brown, William A. Burwell, William But- 
ler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, 
James Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Rich- 
ard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Jonathan 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, James 
Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, 
John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Mor. 
row, Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, John Nichol- 
son, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Den- 
nis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, Henry South- 
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ard, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, 
Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, 
and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—William W. Bibb, James Breckenridge, 
David 8. Garland, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heis-. 
ter, William Kennedy, Robert Marion, Benjamin Pick. 
man, junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, Daniel Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard 
Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Laban Wheaton, Ezekiel 
Whitman, and James Wilson. 

And the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow, by a small majority,.in preference to 
to-day. 

The House then adjourned at ten o’clock after 
a session of twelve hours. 

During the session various questions arose on 
points of order and on the construction of differ- 
ent provisions of the bill, which were discussed 
in so desultory a manner as to preclude a detail 
of them. 


Tuurspay, April 19. 


Mr. Rupa, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House to attend a conference with 
the managers on the part of the Senate on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on an 
amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An 
act regulating the Post Office Establishment,” 
reported that they have had a conference on the 
subject committed to them, and have not been 
able to come toany agreement. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Ruea that the 
House do adhere to their disagreement to the 
fourth amendment of the Senate to the bill be- 
fore mentioned ; which motion was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A motion was made by Mr. Dana that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the respective 
number of post offices, and the sums received for post- 
ages, with the compensation of the deputy postmasters 
in the several States and Territories; and also the 
charge for conveyance of the mail, and the net revenue 
of the Post Office Establishment in every year, from 
the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-nine, to the end of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and nine; together with information respect- 
ing the extent of the post roads. 


The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

A motion was made by Mr. Love, and the ques- 
tion being put, that the House do now proceed to 
the consideration of a resolution proposed by him, 
on the eighteenth instant, it was determined 10 
the negative. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled ‘“‘An 
act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt.” 
They have also passed the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning invalid pensioners,’ with amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence ol 
this House. 

The following letter was received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury: 
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Treasury Department, April 17, 1810. 

Sin: In obedience to the resolution of the House, 
Ihave the honor to transmit a report in part, on the 
subject of American manufactures. 

Some important information has been obtained ; but 
it is in general partial and defective: and it would have 
been desirable that the report might have been delayed 
to the next session. 

Permit me to observe that the approaching census 
might afford an opportunity to obtain detailed and cor- 
rect information on that subject; provided that the de- 
puty marshals were directed by Congress to collect it 
and to make returns in such form as would be pre- 
scribed. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

To the Hon. Srzaxen of the House of Reps. 


On motion of Mr. Bacon, one thousand copies 
of the report were ordered to be printed, and it 
was referred to a select committee, with a view 
to the consideration of the suggestion as to au- 
thorizing the marshals, deputies, &c., to assist in 
obtaining information as to manufactures. 


PROTRACTION OF SESSION. 


On motion of Mr Smrtie the House resumed 
the consideration of the resolution laid on the 
table by him, for rescinding the vote of adjourn- 
ment. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Guouson, Mr. Smi- 
LIE modified his motion, so as to direct an adjourn- 
ment on the first of May. 

Mr. Davenport moved to strike out “ the first 
of May,” and insert “thirtieth of April.”—Neg- 
atived, 46 to 36. 

Mr. Netson moved that the resolution lie on 
the table.—Lost, 44 to 37. 

Mr. Stanrorp moved to strike out “first of 
May,” and insert “twenty-first of April.”—Lost, 
ayes 11. 

Mr. Dana said he should vote against the res- 
olution for two reasons: lst—because, if Con- 
gress were to remain in session a week longer in 
consequence of any information from Europe, 
they should have it officially from the proper au- 
thority of the United States before they could 
act on such a suggestion; 2dly—because a pro- 
traction of the session would operate also to pro- 
tract a system of commercial restriction opera- 
tive to no good and much evil. 

The resolution to rescind was passed—yeas 59, 
nays 47, as follows: 

Yras— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William Butler, Jo- 
seph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Orehard 
Cook, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Daw- 
son, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, 
Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, 
David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Benjamin Howard, Walter Jones, William Ken- 
nedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert Marion, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Wm. Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, 
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Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, John Smith, Samuel 
Smith, Jacob Swoope, John Taylor, John Thompson, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Richard 
Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, John Clop- 
ton, James Cox, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, 
junior, William Ely, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe 
Livermore, Matthew I.yon, Vincent Matthews, Roger 
Nelson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, junior, 
Timothy Pitkin junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincey, 
John Randolph, Matthias Richards, Erastus Root, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, James Stephenson, Sam- 
uel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Jabez 
Upham, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensse- 
laer, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Robert White- 
hill, Ezekiel Whitman, and James Wilson. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 

The engrossed bill concerning commercial in- 
tercourse between the United States and Great 
Britain and France, and for other purposes, was 
read a third time, and the question having been 
stated, “Shall this bill pass?” Mr. Quincy op- 
posed the bill at great length. 

Mr. Pitkin followed on the same side. 

Mr. Dana also spoke at considerable length 
against the bill. 

Mr. Cocuran moved that the fourth section of 
the same be recommitted to a Committee of the 
whole House ; and it was determined in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. Dana objected that the fourth section of 
the same ought not, at this time, to be discussed 
er voted upon in the House; for that it wasa 
motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon 
the people, which was not made and offered until 
yesterday, and has not since that day been dis- 
cussed in a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Speaker decided that the bill having been 
reported by a Committee of the whole House, 
and passed to a third reading, and having been 
read a third time, and the only question being, 
“ Shall the bill pass ?” he conceived that, at this 
stage of the bill, the objection cannot lie. 


From which decision of the Chair, Mr. Dana 
appealed to the House. And, on the question, 
“Is the decision of the Chair correct ?” it was re- 
eolnee in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 37, as fol- 
ows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard 
Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jona- 
than Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gide- 
on Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Haufty, 
Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, John Love, 
Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Plea- 
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sant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, 
Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Erastus 


Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, 
George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, John 
Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, 
jr-, Robert Weakley, and Robert Whitehill. 


Nays—James Breckenridge, John Campbell, Wil- 
liam Chamberlin, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, 
junior, William Ely, James Emott, Thomas R. Gold, 
William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Richard Jackson, 
junior, Robert Jenkins, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph 
Lewis, junior, Edward St. Loe Livermore, Nathaniel 
Macon, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Wil- 
liam Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
Benjamin Pickman, junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Dan- 
iel Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John 
Stanley, James Stephenson, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rens- 
selaer, Laban Wheaton, and James Wilson. 


The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill about five o’clock and carried—yeas 61, nays 
40, as follows: 


Yzas—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard 
Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Jona- 
than Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gide- 
on Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard M. Johnson, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Samuel 


McKee, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, John 


Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Roger Nelson, John Nicholson, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthi- 
as Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, 
Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Henry Southard, John Taylor, John Thompson, Chas. 
Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Naxrs—William W. Bibb, James Breckenridge, 
William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Mat- 
thew Clay, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, junior, 
William Ely, James Emott, David 8. Garland, Tho- 
mas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
Daniel Heister, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jen- 
kins, William Kennedy, Joseph Lewis, junior, Ed- 
ward St. Loe Livermore, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald 
McBryde, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Benjamin Pickman, junior Timothy Pit- 
kin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Daniel 
Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stan- 
ley, James Stephenson, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Jabez Upham, Archibald Van Horn, Kil- 
lian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, and James 
Wilson. 


Resolved, That the title be, “An act concern- 
ing the commercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes.” 
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| Frivay, April 20. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill con- 
tinuing in force, for a term of twenty years, the 
act, entitled “An act to incorporate the subseri- 
| bers tothe Bank of the United States,” on the 





| terms and conditions therein mentioned: When, | 


| on motion of Mr. Ranpoupas, the bill was order. 
ed to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
| that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act to establish post roads,” with amendments ; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House, 


GENERAL WILKINSON. 


The Speaker laid before the House the follow- 
ing letter, which was read: 


Wasuineton, Apri! 19, 1810. 

Sin: After a tedious passage from New Orleans | 
arrived at Baltimore on the 16th instant, and reached 
this city the next day. My absence has been neces- 
sarily protracted by the selection of papers, from a mass 
of twenty years accumulation, for the establishment of 
facts, to refute the multifarious and diversified calum- 
nies by which I have been assailed. 

I now present myself to the Representative Body of 
the nation, the guardians of the public weal and the 
protectors of individual rights, to express my earnest 
desire that they may constitute some i'npartial tribunal, 
which may be governed with strictness by the princi- 
ples of the Constitution and the lav of evidence, to 
investigate the conduct of my whole ‘1 and mili- 
tary, whereby justice may be done, (ly unexam- 
pled persecution be terminated. 

I aver my innocence of the foul oiences which are 
imputed to me, and declare my ability to support it be- 

| fore any unprejudiced court. Through you, sir, I ap- 
peal to my country, and I claim that right which is not 
refused to the most profligate—the right of confronting 
| my accusers. ‘The Representatives of the people wil! 


not, I am persuaded, suffer a fellow-citizen who has 
been devoted to the public service more than twenty- 
five years, and has nothing left him but conscious fidel- 
ity and attachment to his native country, to sue in vain 
for justice. 

The enclosed letter to the Secretary of War was 

written anterior to the receipt of my notification of re- 

| call from the command on the Mississippi, and will 
evince my readiness and my desire for a full investiga- 
tion of my conduct. 

With perfect respect, I have tlic honor to be, sir, 
your obedient servant, 











JAMES WILKINSON. 
Hon. J, B. Vannum, Speaker, &e. 


Cotumnia Serine, October 18, 1809. 

Sir: Having received information that certain im- 
putations have been alleged against me by the late 
Captain George Peter and certain subalterns in office, 
which are calculated to affect my character as a military 
officer, it is my earnest desire that a court of inquiry 
should be ordered to examine into my conduct from the 
commencement of my military service, with injunctions 
toreport an opinion. Or, should my enemies have been 
hardy enough to prefer formal charges against me, 
which are deemed worthy of investigation, that an ar- 
rest may ensue and a general court martial be appointed 
for my trial. 

In making this request I am moved by a conscious- 
ness of my integrity, by a sacred regard to my charac- 
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Reduction of the Navy—Bank of the United States. 

















ter, and the self-conviction that I have served my coun- | See. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
try with zeal and fidelity, and that I have never deceiv- | after the day of next, the several navy yards 
ed it; disclaiming at the same time all advantages to | of the United States (those of Boston, New York, and 
be derived from any act or clause of limitation. | Norfolk, only excepted) shall be disused, and all the 

But as this has been the theatre of my command, | expenses incident to the same shall cease and deter- 
generally, for eleven years past; as my companions | mine: Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
in service and the evidence of my conduct (many of | and he hereby is authorized to employ some discreet 
whom have returned. to the walks of private life) are person, in each navy yard so disused and discontinued, 
now in this country; it will be impossible for me to | at a rate of compensation not exceeding one dollar per 
command at any distant point the testimony necessary | day, to take care of the buildings, enclosures, and pub- 











to rebut the fictions or falsehoods of my enemies, or to 
" illustrate my humble services as a public officer: I | 


therefore hope the request may not be deemed an un- 


wake 


eee alia Lu 


reasonable one, that the inquiry or court martial should 
be held at some military post within this Territory; the 


more particularly as the main body of the army is here, | 


and a suitable court can be formed with more conve- 
nience to individuals who may compose it, and with 


- the less expense to the public. 


: to preside at the inquiry, will be the only person ne- | 
| cessary tobe ordered out; and, under the circumstances, | 
I flatter myself no gentleman in commission will deem | 


Ped Hades! 


A general officer to relieve me from command, and 


With perfect respect, I am, &c. 
JAMES WILKINSON. 
Hon. Secretary or War. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Ranpotpu, from the committee to whom 
was referred the resolution respecting the reduc- 


this duty a hardship. 


tion of the Ngggl Establishment, reported the fol- | 
- lowing bj!’ 
- toaCom 

A bill to reduce 


wom Of the Whole: 

¢ Naval’ Establishment of the United 
re States. 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the Naval. Establishment of the Uni- 
ted States shall be and the same is hereby reduced in 
the manner following : 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


under the direction of the President of the United States, | 


‘ol was twice read, and referred | 


| lic property, on the same. 

Sec. 4. And it further enacted, That, from and after 
| the passage of this act, the Marine Corps shall consist of 
| two companies only of men, one captain and three 
'subalterns each: Provided, That to each officer and 
marine, who shall be discharged by virtue of this aet, 
| there shall be allowed and paid, in addition to the sum 
| to which they will be entitled at the time of their dis- 
| charge, months pay. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to continue the charter of the Bank of the 
United States for a term of years on the condi- 
tions therein prescribed. 

Mr. Swoore moved to strike out the proviso 
containing the conditions on which the charter 
‘should be renewed, and to insert in lieu thereof 
| the following : 

Provided, That on the 4th day of March, 1811, the 
| President and Directors of the said Bank of the United 








| States shall be and they are hereby authorized to add 
| to the capital stock of said bank twelve thousand five 

hundred shares, and for which the United States shall 
‘become the subscriber and owner: Provided, also, 
| That the President and Directors of the said bank shall 
receive in payment therefor the sum of five millions of 
dollars in stock of the United States, bearing an interest 
of three per centum per annum, payable quarter yearly, 
and redeemable at the pleasure of the Government, 
| which stock as aforesaid the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
is hereby authorized to issue and pay over to the said 


Tg yh aia as rh as 


persons 


to proceed to sell all the gunboats in the service of the | President and Directors on receiving from them a trans- 
United States, with their tackle and apparel: Provided, | fer in behalf of the United States of the 12,500 shares 
That the guns and other warlike equipments of said | as aforesaid: Provided, also, That the United States 
gunboats shall be retained and preserved. shall be authorized at any time after the 4th day of 
It shall be the further duty of the said Secretary, | March, 1811, to increase the capital stock of said bank 
under the direction aforesaid, to cause to be sold all the | in such manner as may hereafter be prescribed by law, 
frigates of the United States, (three only excepted, | and for which the United States shall become a sub- 
which the Preside: + shall designate,) with their tackle | scriber and owner to an amount not exceeding twelve 
and apparel, runs afd warlike equipments excepted, | thousand five hundred shares: Provided, nevertheless, 
which shall be retained and preserved. | That such addition to the capital stock shall not be 
It shall be the furtl er duty of the said Secretary, | made at the time aforesaid, unless the average dividends 
under the direction aforesaid, to cause to be sold all the | for the three years preceding that period shall have 
other armed vessels of the United States, (three only | amounted to 8 per cent. on the capital siock of the 
excepted, which the President of the United States shall | bank; and after the said 4th day of March, 1811, the 
designate) with their tackle and apparel, guns, and | Secretary of the Treasury shall be a director of said 
warlike equipments excepted, which shall be retained _ bank ex officio. 
and preserved. | This motion was opposed by Messrs. Taytor, 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers | Finpupy, Pirin, Mumrorp, StTantey, Quincy, 
and seamen now in the service of the United States | Key, and ‘l'aALLMADGer, and supported by Messrs. 
shall be and they hereby are discharged from the said Swoore and Love. 
service, such number only excepted as may be sufficient | Before a question was taken on the motion, the 
to officer and man the ships of war retained in the pub- | House adjourned. 
lic service, in virtue of the preceding section: Provided, 
That to each officer and seaman who shall be dis- 
charged by virtue of this act, there shall be allowed and 
paid, in addition to the sum to which they will be en- 
titled at the time of such discharge, months pay 





Sarorpay, April 21. 
The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An act for the 
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relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
‘Whole on Wednesday next. 

The House proceeded to consider the vote of 
adherence of the Senate to their amendments to 
the bill, entitled “An act to examine into the 
title to the batture in front of the suburb St. 
Mary:” When it was, on motion of Mr. Potn- 
DEXTER, ordered that the further consideration of 
the said bill and amendments be postponed indef- 
initel y—46 to 22. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, to wit: The 
question on an amendment proposed by Mr. 
Swoope to the bill continuing in force, for a 
term of twenty years, the act, entitled “An act 
to incorporate the subscribers of the Bank of the 
United States,” &c. 


A division of the question on the said amend- 
ment was called for: When a motion was made 
by Mr. Love that the said bill be postponed in- 
definitely. And, the question being taken there- 
on, it was determined in the negative—yeas 46, 
nays 67, as follows: 


Yeas—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
Matthew: Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, Orchard 
Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Joseph Desha, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, James Holland, 
Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
John Love, Nathaniel Macon, Samuel McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, John 
Roane, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, George Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
George M. Troup, Archibald Van Horn, Robert Weak- 
ley, Robert Whitehill, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nars—Willis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel 
Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John Campbell, Wil- 
liam Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, James 
Cochran, Richard Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, John Da- 
venport, junior, William Ely, James Emott, William 
Findley, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. 
Garland, Thomas R. Gold, Nathaniel A. Haven, Dan- 
iel Heister, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, 
Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, Matthew 
Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, William 
Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, 
Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, 
Benjamin Pickman, junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Matthias Richards, 
Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John 
Smilie, John Smith, John Stanley, James Stephenson, 
Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, jun., Jabez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Laban Wheaton, and James Wilson. 


The question was then taken on the first mem- 
ber of the motion of Mr. Swoops, to wit: to 
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word “next” to the word “share” in the sixty. 


second line ; and determined in the negative. 
The second member of the said motion failed 
of course. 


Mr. Love moved to amend the said bill by 
striking out the following words, contained in the 
first section thereof: 


“ That the act, entitled ‘An act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States,’ passed 
the twenty-fifth day of February, in the year of ou; 
Lord seventeen hundred and ninety-one, subject to th; 
provisions and conditions in this act to be made, be, 
and the same is hereby, continued in force, for and 
during the further term of twenty years, from ani 
after the fourth day of March next: Provided, Tha 
the President and Directors of the said Bank of th 
United States shall, on or before the thirty-first day oj 
December next, pay into the Treasury of the United 
States one million two hundred and fifty thousand dol. 
lars as the price and equivalent for the renewal anid 
continuance of their charter as aforesaid; and the bet. 
ter toenable the said President and Directors of the 
said Bank to pay the said sum of money, the said 
President and Directors of the Bank of the United 
States shall be, and they are hereby, authorized to ai 
to the capital stock of said Bank two thousand fiv 
hundred shares, and to sell and dispose of the same at 
such time and in such manner, and at such price a 
they may think proper, and for the most advantage fo: 
the interest of their said company: 
That the said President and Directors of the said Bank 
shall, at all times, from and after the passage of this 
act, and during the continuance of the same, be boun( 
and obliged to make a loan or loans to the United States, 
if required and authorized by law, of any sum or sums 
of money not exceeding in the whole at any one time 
five millions of dollars, and at a rate of interest not exe 
ceeding six per centum per year: Provided, That i: 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury o! 
the United States to make his application, in writing, 
to the President and Directors of said Bank, for suc) 
loan or loans, at least three calendar months previous 
to the time when such loan or loans shall be required; 
and that the said President and Directors of the said 
Bank shall not be required to make a loan of more 
than two millions five hundred thousand dollars during 
the present year, nor more than the last-mentione! 
sum during any other year: Provided, also, That the 
President and Directors of the said Bank shall, from 
and after the fourth day of March, eighteen hundrei 
and eleven, pay to the United States an interest at the 
rate of three per centum per year on all sums of mone) 
above the sum of three millions of dollars, which shal! 
accumulate to the credit of the Treasurer of the Un: 
ted States, in the said Bank or in any of the branches 
of said Bank, and which shall remain there for one 
whole year: Provided, That it shall be the duty o! 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
from time to time, to give notice in writing to the Pres- 
ident and Directors of the said Bank, at least sixty day: 
before the term or time at which said interest to be paid 
as aforesaid shall be considered to commence and begin 
to accrue: which notice in writing shall specify the 
precise amount of the deposite so to remain for one 
whole year as aforesaid: Provided, also, That the 
United States shall be authorized, at any time during 
the continuance of this act, to increase the capital stock 
of said Bank in such manner as may hereafter be pre- 


strike out in the ninth line, first section, from the | scribed by law, and for which the United States shal! 
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become the subscriber and owner, to an amount not 
exceeding in the whole shares, and not exceeding 
in any one year shares: Provided, That the 
shares thus to be added and subscribed for on behalf of 
the United States, shall not be sold by the United 
States at apes less than for each share: And 

, That nothing in this act contained, nor 
in the act intended to be continued in force by this act, 
shall be construed to restrict or prevent the United 


_ States from incorporating any bank or banks in the 


District of Columbia: Provided, That any bank to 
be incorporated by the United States, in the District of 
Columbia, shall be restricted from extending any branch 
thereof beyond and without the limits of the said Ter- 
ritory:” 

For the purpose of inserting the following: 


“In case no law shall be enacted by Congress before 
the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, authorizing the further continuation of the 
charter of the company of the United States’ Bank, 
the said company shall notwithstanding be authorized, 
and they hereby are authorized, to continue, for the 
space of two years from that date, their loans which 
shall on that day be in existence, by renewing the 
same, or otherwise, in the manner now practised 
in the said Bank, and the branches thereof, to sue and 
be sued, and do all other matters and things which the 
said company is now able todo: Provided, That the 
said company shall not issue or alter any bank note 
signed by the President of the said Bank, or in any 
other manner create or alter, after the said fourth day of 
March, any note or other currency under the authority 
of the said Company or Directors or any of them ; and 
that, after that date, the notes which may be in circu- 
lation shall not be receivable in payments due to the 
United States, unless made so by a law hereafter en- 
acted.” 


A division of the question on the said amend- 
ment was called for; and, on the question to strike 
out, it was determined in the negative—yeas 34, 
nays 73, as follows: 


Yras— William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, 
Howell Cobb, Orchard Cook, William Crawford, Jo- 
seph Desha, David 8S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, James Holland, John Love, Alexan- 
der McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Thomas Newton, John Porter, John 
Rhea of Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
George M. Troup, Archibald Van Horn, Robert White- 
hill, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—Wiillis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, 
John Campbell, Wm. Chamberlin, E. Champion, James 
Cochran, James Cox, Richard Cutts, Samuel W. 
Dana, John Davenport, jun., Wm. Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, Thomas R. Gold, 
William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Benjamin How- 
ard, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert 
Jenkins, Waiter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. 
Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, Vincent 
Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Plea- 
sant M. Miller, William Milnor, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, John 
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Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Eras- 
tus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, John Stanley, 
James Stephenson, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, Uri Tracy, Charles 
Turner, jr., Jabez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
Laban Wheaton, and James Wilson. 

The second member of the said motion failed 
of course. 

Mr. Trovp said gentlemen might pass the bill. 
but for the Constitutional question. If they did 
pass it, he hoped they would not permit them- 
selves to become the retailing hucksters of the 
community for the sale of bank charters. In the 
name of common honesty, said he, I beseech you, 
what power have you to sell a charter? There 
is power in the Constitution to sell the public 
property ; but there is certainly no power to sell 
privileges of any kind. [ therefore move you to 
strike out the bribe. the douceur, the bonus, as 
gentlemen call it, of $1,250,000. 

Mr. Tay or said, that with respect to the prin- 
ciple of the Government’s receiving a bonus for 
this monopoly, (for he said it unquestionably was 
a monopoly,) those who were disposed to continue 
this charter justified their conclusion from the in- 
strument under which they acted—under that 
clause which says that Congress shall have power 
to pass all laws necessary and proper to carry into 
effect the powers granted. If (said Mr. T.) one 
banking institution be necessary and proper, and 
answers the purpose of aiding us in the temporary 
loans it may be found advantageous to indulge in. 
and we act under these terms, when we have ful- 
filled those terms and created an institution com- 
ing up to the definition of necessary and proper, 
the power then ceases. This being a monopoli- 
zing institution, being so although a handmaid to 
the Government, it was deemed fair, according 
to the principles of national justice, that they 
should pay to the community and to the people 
of the United States, an equivalent for that ad- 
vantage, and this decision of the committee was 
justified not only by the example of other Gov- 
ernments (for gentlemen have quoted instances 
in which the Bank of England has given a bonus 
for the extension of its charter) but by the prac- 
tice of the different States, for it has been uni- 
formly the practice of some States to receive a 
bonus from these monopolizing institutions. Un- 
questionably, if benefit conferred requires a return 
in value, it is right and proper that the Govern- 
ment should exact from that monopolizing insti- 
tution a bonus. But, sir, this course is not only 

ustified by the practice of the State governments, 
but by the practice of the Republican Administra- 
The Government of the 


tion of Mr. Jefferson. 
United States possessed a number of shares in 
the Bank of the United States, each representing, 
as each of these does, four hundred dollars; yet 
that Administration transferred this paper at an 


advanced price. If the principle of disposing of 
these shares be correct, it will equally apply to 
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all the shares in the institution. Whatright had| certain number of years, we would do certain 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or person acting | other things. The bargain took place. We have 
for him, to demand 45 per cent. above the real | derived an advantage from it, at the same time 
specie capital for the bank stock? In transfer- | that we paid them a price for it. The conse. 
ring the stock, did not the Government on that | quence fairly follows that we ought to grant this 
occasion receive a bonus? Unquestionably they | necessary charter on such terms as are just, both 


did. If they receive a bonus as to some shares, 
can they not with equal honesty receive it as to 
the whole number of shares ? 

But it does not require refinement to justify 
the course which it is proposed to pursue.. The 
thing is worth something. You are offered some- 
thing for it. There is no oppression in it. If 
you could at once put in requisition so much 
money of the stockholders, and put it in the pock- 
ets of the United States, it would be oppression. 


But here is a fair choice offered to them, whether | 


they will take the charter, giving a bonus for it, 
or reject it. Itis perfectly a matter of choice; 
and from the arguments of some gentlemen op- 
posed to the bill, so far from being unwilling to 
give so much, it would seem that the stockhold- 
ers ought to give much more for the renewal of 
the charter. I am desirous to receive a quid pro 
ne The arguments about foreign stockholders 

ave had so much effect on me, that I would not 
continue this institution, unless Government re- 
ceived a benefit from it. It is unquestionably 
true, that the habits, manners, and decisions of 
nations have established a common course of pro- 
ceeding on this subject, and we must act accord- 
ing to custom. We now value a dollar at so 
much, and a piece of iron atso much. The cus- 


tom of nations has given us a sort of common. 


law control over these institutions, and we must 
act with them as other nations do. I do not not 
consider ita “bribe” that Lor the Government 
are about to receive. On the contrary, I think it 
a fairbargain. There seems to be no disposition 
to abate a farthing, but to have the value aad 
nothing less. I do not wish to have more. The 
provisions of this bill, with some amendments, 
will give the transaction a character of perfect 
fairness. 

Mr. Smi ie said that on this question he differed 
materially from his friend on his left. The word 
“bribe” was not applicable to the bargain now 
about to bemade. I take it for granted (said he) 
there is but one ground on which the Legislature 
is justified in granting a monopoly; and that is, 
that it is necessary in the operations of the 
Government. If that be the case, we certainly 
have a right in granting that monopoly, to make 
the best bargain for our own interest which we 
can, always remembering that we consider the 
thing necessary and proper in itself. As that is 
my opinion, I think it a fair transaction, in ma- 
king the bargain with the company, to obtain as 
great advantage to the Government as the justice 





with respect to the country and the Government, 
and derive as much advantage as we can from it, 
Mr. Troup said he forbore at present going 
'into the question of constitutionality. He had 
| no idea that he could, with any efficacy whatever, 
| stand up on this floor, with such a weapon as ay 
argument, to contend with a moneyed institution 
|of ten millions. If Lam not disposed to go into 
the general question of constitutionality, said he, | 
}am as certaluly indisposed to derive this power 
from the power to pass all laws necessary au( 
proper. I am the more reluctant to do so, be- 
| cause it is a dangerous power, and ought not lo be 
| derived by implication. IL say that the power is 
| dangerous, for if it be conceded that the Congress 
| of the United States have a right to erect a mv- 
neyed institution with a capital of ten or twenty 
| millions, it is competent to erect oae wiih a cap- 
| ital of a hundred millions. It may be compe- 
tent therefore to the United States to raise a cor- 
poration more powerful than itself—a moneyed 
| institution which may absorb all the powers of 
| the State. And this principle as a precedent will 
| be more dangerous in this case, because the temp- 
}tation is so much greater in proportion to the 
}amountof capital. Ido contend that if the Con- 
| stitution did intend to grant the power of char- 
tering moneyed institutions, it did not intend to 
|grant it for the purposes of speculation, and ol 
speculation merely, Sell privileges! Sell for 
$1,250,000 the exclusive privilege of taking usu- 
‘rious interest on money! I thought, sir, that the 
| power of selling privileges and induigencies was 
}exclusively the right and power of the Pope. 
1 ask gentlemen on what authority they act’ 

| On none of morality certainly—but on what au- 
thority ? On that of the corrupt Government of 
| England. Servile imitators of Knglaad, we must 
| havea national bank! And why not an Kasi 
| India Company? We could sell a charter to- 
morrow tor millions. We could sell chartered 
privileges for almost as much as we should choose 
‘toask. If we become the retailers of privileges, 
| we shall go on to sell them till we overdo the 
| business; and when this great national source ol 
| revenue, after becoming our chief and only re- 
| source, had failed, to what resources for revenue 
| should we be driven? Is it not a very rational in- 
| ference, that it will be to the sale of all privileges 
| we can derive from the Constitution a power to 
| dispose of? If, sir, on any occasion you would 
set up in the market privileges for sale to the 
highest bidder, even do so with respect to privi- 














of the case will admit; and this is a thing we | leges of every description. You would no more 
have done before. It will be recollected when | hesitate to set up for sale privileges of nobility 
the State of Ohio, then a Territory, was made a | than this privilege—but (I thank my God!) the 
State, we found it very inconvenient to the Goy- | Constitution has prohibited you. But for that, we 
ernment that they should possess the power of | should sell them now as we do bank privileges; 
taxing our lands. We made a proposition to | we should go on to make it our chief resource, till 
hem that if they would not tax our lands for a} by the cheapness of the title we should destroy 
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| the value of the trade. If we can draw money | sideration before itreceived 


manner as the British Parliament have suffered 
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thesignature of Wash- 
into the Treasury by bargain and sale of privi-|ington. It has been considered Constitutional by 
leges, let it be understood that we will continue | all the States—for I believe 1 may say that the 
to foster it as our chief national resource. Hav- | States without exception have given legitimacy 
ing done with internal and direct taxes of all de- | to the paper issued by the institution. If it was 
scriptions, because we considered them oppressive, | originally unconstitutional, and the paper was 
this sale of privileges will be made the chief na- | not capable of going abroad, every man punished 
tional resource. for counterfeiting United States’ bank notes, has 

I will add but one thing. The moment you | suffered unjustly ; because, in that case, Congress, 
accept this, $1,250,000, you are bribed in the same | having no right to create the charter of a bank, 
had no right to punish the forgery of its paper. 

I say nothing of the stability of this institution 
and of its utility in collecting the revenue—if, 
after the lapse of twenty years, various acts have 
been done proceeding on the constitutionality of 
the law establishing the bank, I consider the sub- 
ject one, which has been so acted on, that what- 
ever obstacles are opposed on the ground of con- 
stitutionality should now be done away. But, 
laying this consideration aside, all those who be- 
lieve that a bank is a speedy, safe, and economi- 
cal mode of collecting money into the Treasury, 
must find authority for it in the Constitution. To 
have given the power to collect taxes, and not 
the best means of getting them into the Treasury 
in the most correct manner, would indeed have 
been an extraordinary feature in the Constitution 
—it would have been giving the end without the 
means to attain it. It would be giving a forced 
construction to the Constitution to say that it had 
done so. 

I know that gentlemen think the collection 
of the revenue would be as well accomplished 
through the State banks. Those who think so 
justify their opinion only on reasons which to 
my mind show the constitutionality of the United 
States Bank, and prove that we have authority to 
use that instrument if we think proper and deem 
it the most eligible. We are the grantors of 
power. By whom is itexecuted? Through the 
instrumentality of individuals and their funds. In 
using the instrument, we do create a benefit to 
the individuals, who, together with their friends, 
must be employed. For this benefit I can see 
nothing improper in receiving adequate compen- 
sation. And if it be a grant of a benefit, why 
not grant it to those who will givean equivalent 
for it. 

Sir, the Constitution grants to ‘Congress the 
power to secure to inventors of useful arts the ex- 
clusive right to their discoveries. We must not 
be misied by language or words. We sell priv- 
ileges every day. Does not our Treasury receive 
benefits from the sale of these patents? And yet, 
according to the ideas of the gentleman from 
Georgia. we thus become the hucksters of privi- 
leges. But, lest the gentleman should not think 
that this case applies very strongly, I will call to 
mind a remarkable case—I know not how the 
gentleman voted onthe law. We have incorpo- 
rated a number of gentlemen to build a bridge 
across the Potomac, reserving as a bonus for this 
privilege the free passage of all armies, military 
munitions, &c., of the United States; which was 
exactly the same thing as receiving so much 
money. The Government is a body politic; its 








































themselves to be corrupted. Like them we not 
only mene partake of the crime, but on our 
statute book acknowledge the fact. 

Mr. Key said that to him it clearly appeared 
within the power and limit of the Constitution 
to establish a bank, if necessary, for the collection 
of the revenue. Whether necessary or not, (said 
he,) isa question on which gentlemen must make 
up their minds; it would be only an unnecessary 
waste of time to argue itat length. My ideas 
on this subject, which I have never before deliv- 
ered to the House, are plain and simple. I know 
not how far they may appear so to others; but I 
will explain them as they occur to me. 

We need not look to the Constitution always 
for precise terms to justify an exercise of power, 
because it is but an enumeration of first princi- 
ples. All we have to do is to examine whether, 
in what we do, we fall within the plain meaning 
of the Constitution. In the enumeration of spe- 
cific powers given to Congress by this instrument, 
the first is to lay and collect taxes. Here isa 
clear unequivocal grant of power to lay taxes, 
imposts, and excises. In construing the general 
power, afterwards given, to make all laws neces- 
sary and proper, &c., the sound construction is to 
refer to the powers previously given; one of 
which is,as [ have stated, to lay and collect taxes. 
The mode by which they are collected is not de- 
signated in the instrument. We have authority 
given us to make all Jaws necessary and proper to 
carry these powers into effect. The power of lay- 
ing and collecting taxes is specifically given; but 
the mode is not stated. To collect is not merely 
the individual receipt, but the substantial collec- 
tion into the Treasury. It does not simply give 
power to the collector of any port to receive the 
revenue, but a power to collate the revenue into 
a general deposite or focus. Is then a bank insti- 
tution necessary in the judgment of gentlemen to 
draw together with greater facility and less cost 
these taxes? Ifthere are those who think so, we 
can be at no loss to find express authority for it. 
We have a right to lay the taxes—the manner of 
levying or collecting them is not prescribed ; and 
when lodged in the hands of the different collec- 
tors, how they are come into the common ex- 
chequer is nowhere described. Is the instrumen- 
tality of a bank necessary for the more speedy 
and less expensive collection of the revenue? If 
it be, all who think so are in my opinion consti- 
tutionally justified in voting for a bank. 

In all this, I say nothing of the opinion of 
learned men on the subject. The act for estab- 
lishing a bank was suspended some time for con- 
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Operations must be carried on by individuals ; and 
when individuals, incorporated for the purpose of 
receiving revenue, who use their hands and eyes 
in the business, receive too much emolument, I see 
nothing improper in requiring from them an 
equivalent in lieu of it. I hope therefore this 
part of the bill will not be struck out. 

Mr. Troup observed that the gentleman had 
said that the power to incorporate a bank was 
derived from the power to lay and collect revenue; 
and that the power ought to be exercised, because 
banks give a facility to the collection of the rev- 
enue. If the power be exercised, it must be ne- 
cesssary and proper. If it be necessary to the 
collection of the revenue, the revenue cannot be 
collected withoutit. The gentleman from Mary- 
land might say a bank institution was useful 
He might say it would give facility to the collec- 
tion of the revenue; but facility and necessity are 
wholly different, and the Constitution says that a 
power, to be incidental, must be necessary and 
proper. If facility be a ground of action, we are 
greatly wide of the true policy. We ought to 
adopt that measure which shall give the greatest 
facility. The ingenious gentleman himself could 
sit down and in fifteen minutes devise half a 
dozen modes which would give infinitely more 
facility than a bank to the collection of the reve- 
nue. He might farm out the revenue; establish 
farming districts; put a farmer general at the 
head of them with a corps of Janissaries. The 
Secretary of the Treasury would have nothing to 
do but draw on him for a sum of money, and re- 
quire it, or his head. This, sir, is a plan which 
would give the greatest possible facility. You 
could command money of the farmer general, or 

ou could require his head. Himself and his 

anissaries could always send the money ; or, if 
he did not, the people and the Janissaries could 
send his head. 


The question was now taken on striking out 
the sum payable for the charter, and lost—yeas 
35, pays 75, as follows: 


Yras—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, 
Howell Cobb, William Crawford, Joseph Desha, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, John Love, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicho- 
las R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newtcn, 
John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, George M. Troup, Robert Weakley, Robert 
Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


Nars—Wiillis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, William 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, John 
Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, James Cochran, James Cox, Samuel W. Dana, 
John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Jonathan Fisk, Barzillai Gannett, 
Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thomas R. Gold, 
William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Daniel Heister, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jenkins, 
Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Her- 
man Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jr., Matthew Lyon, 











Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vin. 
cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Mj). 
ler, William Milnor, Thomas Moore, Jonathan 0. 
Moseley, Gurdon S. Mumford, John Nicholson, Josep} 
Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Mat. 
thias Richards, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, ‘Thomas 
Sammons, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis 
Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry 
Southard, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, James Ste. 
oe Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 

allmadge, John Taylor, John Thompson, Uri Tracy, 
Charles Turner, junior, Jabez Upham, Archibald Vay 
Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, anj 
James Wilson. 

A motion was made by Mr. Tay or, to insert 
the word “five,” between the words “twenty” 
and “years,” in the eighth line of the first section 
of the bill. 

Whilst this motion was under debate, a motion 
was made to adjourn, and carried. 





Monpay, April 23. 


Mr. Smictx presented to the House certain pro. 
ceedings of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, dis- 
approving of a resolution of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, limiting the 
duration of any act laying an embargo within 
the United States; which were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bassett, from the committee appointed 
on the fifth instant, on a letter from William 
Lambert, made a report thereon. 

The consideration of the bill continuing in 
force, for a term of twenty years, the act, entitled 
“An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States,” on the ‘terms and condi- 
tions therein mentioned, was called for by Mr 
Taytor: When it was, on motion of Mr. Rua, 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to establish post roads ;” and the same being 
twice read, were concurred in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, 

Ordered, That the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill, entitled “An act concerning invalid 
pensioners,” together with the said bill, be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House. 

The House then resolved itself into the said 
Committee; and, after some time spent therein 
the Committee rose, and reported their concur- 
rence in the said amendments. The question was 
then taken that the House do concur with the 
Committee of the Whole in their concurrence in 
the said amendments, and resolved in the affirm- 
ative. 


EXPENSES OF FOREIGN INTERCOURSE. 


Mr. Upuam said he had some time ago laid be- 
fore the House a resolution calling for informa- 
tion respecting the expenses of foreign intercourse, 
and for an account of the manner in which mon- 
eys appropriated to that object had been applied; 
but, owing to a suggestion that the information 
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he wished for would be obtained by a committee 
already appointed, the resolution was ordered to 
lie on the table. He now held in his hand a re- 
solution going more directly to his object. He 
said he had understood that a sum of money to 
the amount of about four thousand dollars had 
been advanced to a Mr. Short, as Minister at St. 
Petersburg, although his nomination had not been 
confirmed. Now if this was the case, he wanted 
to know the fact, and also from what fund the 
money had been applied. He therefore moved 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the House a statement of any sum 
or sums of money for the outfit or compensation to 
William Short, as Minister or Agent from the United 
States to the Court of St. Petersburg, whether received 
directly from the Treasury, or ffom any of the bankers 
of the United States in Europe, and from what fund 
any such sum has been drawn; together with a state- 
ment of the authority or authorities under which the 
same may have been received, so far as the evidence 
exists in the Treasury Department. 

Mr. Guouson inquired of the chairman of the 
committee of investigation whether this matter 
had come before that committee. 

Mr. Suerrey replied that the inquiries of that 
committee were limited to the period between 
the 4th of March, 1801 and the 4th of March 1809. 
He understood that the expenditure on this ac- 
count was not made until after the 4th of March, 
1809, and therefore did not come within the power 
of that committee. 

Mr. Pitkin said he hoped there would be but 
one mind on this subject. He said he had stated 
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names of Consuls of the United States residing 
at foreign ports. This would be valuable infor- 
mation to all the nation and to the representatives 
of the people particularly—and he hoped there 
would be no objection to the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House a 
statement of the several consular or commercial agents 
having authority under the United States in foreign 
countries. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Tautmanae, the fol- 
lowing addition was made to the resolution: “ to- 
gether with the salaries or compensation, if any, 
allowed to them, respectively.” 

Mr. Ruea moved further to amend the resolu- 
tion, by adding to the end of it the words, “ And 
whether any of them have been engaged in pro- 
curing and disposing of British licenses to trade?” 

Mr. Upnam said, his object was merely to 
obtain a convenient document for the use of the 
members, and he did not expect to have attached 
to it anything about the murder of Pierce, the 
attack on the Chesapeake, British impressments, 
or what not. He had no sort of objection to the 
inquiry, but it was not fair to attempt to tack 
such a rider to his resolution. 

Mr. Gotp called upon the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to reflect on the tendency of his own amend- 
ment. It would imply that the Government had 
continued Consuls abroad, with a knowledge that 
they had been concerned in this traffic. 

Mr. Quincy, reprobated the amendment, as 
going to reflect censure on the Consular Agents 
generally ; to do which, he could not consent. 
Mr. Ruea said there was no specific object in 


the other day that Mr. Short had received money | the resolution first proposed, and his amendment 


for his mission from the hands of one of the bank- 
ers in Europe. If it was a fact, he said the House 
ought certainly to have the evidence of it before 
them. 

Mr. W. A stron said he had no objection to 
this resolution. If it would give geaitieuiiets the 
least gratification, he said he would state the facts 
as far as within his knowledge. The late Pre- 
sident had appointed Mr. Short, Minister to Rus- 
sia. Some banker in Europe had advanced about 
three thousand dollars to Mr. Short. Every one 
who understood the subject, must be satisfied, 
that the Secretary of State had directed the 
banker, who had money subject to his control, to 
pay that sum to Mr. Short. There was no evi- 
dence at the Treasury of the payment, but the re- 
turns of the bank. Ifthe money had been paid 


} 
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without authority, it would unquestionably not | 


be allowed by the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury. 
Mr. UpuaM said that although the gentleman’s 


information might be very satisfactory to himself, | 


he was desirous to have it officially from the pro- 
per department, and therefore wished his resolu- 
lion to pass. 

The resolution was agreed to without a divi- 
sion. 


Mr. Upnam said he had another resolution | amendment. 


went togive itone. He said he had seen a great 
deal in the newspapers about this trade in foreign 
licenses, and he wished to get to the bottom of 
the business; that if our Consuls were innocent of 
being concerned in it, they might be justified to 
the world. 

Mr. Guotson moved that the resolution lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Pirxtn hoped it would not lie on the table. 
He was desirous of knowing who were the offi- 
cers of the United States abroad, and whether 
they received salaries; and, if so, whether those 
salaries were independent of their expenses; for 
he had seen, in an account called for by the Sen- 
ate, respecting the expenses of intercourse with 
the Barbary Powers, that they had charged the 
United States with all their little expenses. Till 
he saw this statement, he said he had no concep- 
tion of the manner in which the funds of the 


| United States were used in the Mediterranean. 


Mr. Dana said that the information which was 
required by the resolution would be useful, and 


| was proper to be obtained; for at present there 
| was no document before the House which could 
| show it. 


The Consuls residing abroad were not 
limited as to number or place, there being no such 
limitation by law. He was against the proposed 
Could no proposition, he asked, 


which he wished to offer to the consideration of | however fair or rational, be brought forward, with- 


the House. 


He wished to know the number and | out splicing some proposition of this kind to it? 








And would the House put it in a form which im- 
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Mr. Dana varied his motion, after debate, on 


pied that the President ought to be impeached? | account of the uncertainty which appeared to 
ad any of the agents of the United States been | exist as to the sum reimbursable, and of course as 


employed in this manner, and had the President 
suffered them to remain in office? He had not 
done his duty, then. 
never agree to such a proposition, on so slight a 
suggestion. 
r. TALLMADGE followed Mr. Dana on the same 

side of the question. 

The motion to lie on the table was withdrawn, 
and Mr. Raea’s motion to amend was negatived. 

The resolution was agreed to, 


Mr. Ranpo.pu called for the consideration of 


his motion that the New England Mississippi 
Land Company have leave to withdraw their 
memorial. The House refused now to take up 
the subject—54 to 33. 


LOAN BILL. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill authorizing a loan for a 
sum of money not exceeding the amount of the 
priacipal of the public debt reimbursable during 
the year 1810. 

[In the discussion which took place on this bill, 
there was no objection to the principleof it. Every 
gentleman who spoke assented to the propriety 


—————— 


to the sum to be loaned. He moved to amend 
| the bill so as to give authority to borrow a sum 


He hoped the House would | of money “not exceeding four millions of dol. 


lars.” 

This motion was supported and opposed by 
the same gentlemen who debated the former mo- 
tion. In support of the motion it was said, that 
this sum was all that the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury had asked for, and was therefore as much as 
ought to be given. The advocates of the amend- 
ment also said that they were averse to legislat- 
ing blindfold, to voting millions without knowing 
for what, or to surrendering up their judgments 
to Executive discretion, under an idea that the 
President would not borrow more than was ne- 
cessary. 

In reply it was said, that since the Secretary 
of the Draatuer had made the estimate in ques- 
tion, other expenses had been incurred ; that it 
was impossible to tell the precise amount which 
was wanted until Congress should adjourn, as i 
was impossible to tell on one day what appro- 
priations they would make the next day ; that, 
if not necessary, the authority to borrow would 
not be used; as in the case of the loan author- 





of placing at the disposal of the Government a_| ized at the last session of Congress, not a cent of 

sum of money fully adequate to meet the appro-| which had been actually borrowed. That law 

priations authorized by law for the present year.] | had granted an authority nearly similar to this 
Mr. Dana wished to ascertain the precise | in nearly the some language. 


amount of the principal of the debt reimbursa-| Mr. Dana’s motion was negatived—52 to 29. 





ble during the year 1810, with a view to insert- 
ing the sum in the body of the bill. 

Some difference of opinion appeared to exist 
as to the exact amount of principal reimbursable. 
The sum annually applicable to the payment of 
the public debt is eight millions of dollars. The 
sum left, after paying the iaterest of it for the 
year, is annually applicable to the extinguishment 
of the principal. The exact amount of interest 
payable on the public debt during this year not 
being known, there was a difficulty in ascertain- 
ing the exact amount of principal reimbursable. 

The sum of $4,800,000 was mentioned. 

Mr. Dana moved to amend the bill so as to 
authorize a loan “not exceeding $4,800,000, be- 
ing the amount of the principal reimbursable,” 
&c. This motion was supported by the mover, 
and Messrs, Gotp, SHerrey, Quincy, Ursa, 
‘TaLumanee, and PickmAN, and opposed by Mes- 
sieurs Bacon, W. Aston, and MonrGomery. 


The arguments in favor of the motion were, | 


generally, that it was improper to attempt to dis- 
guise anything by giving to it a specious name; 
that borrowing money should not be called pay- 





Mr. Quincy observed that he felt but one diffi. 
culty on thissubject. He could not agree to bor- 
row an amount greater than the Secretary of the 
| Treasury had said was necessary. He, therefore. 
| moved to amend the bill by adding to it the fol- 
lowing proviso: 

“ Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall 
be construed to authorize any sum to be borrowel 
greater than four millions of dollars.” 

The motion was lost—ayes 28, 

Mr. Swoore moved to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out the words “funded debt,” and inserting 
“exchanged six per cent. stock,” which would 
authorize a loan to the amount of $3,750,000, 
there being so much of this description of public 
stock redeemable during the present year, and 
this he believed was all that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had deemed necessary. 

This motion was supported by Messrs. Bvr- 
weELL, Swoore, and Suerrey, and opposed by 
Mr. Monrcomery. 





} 


' 


| It was negatived—ayes 18. 


The Committee then rose and reported the bill 


| without amendment. 
ing the public debt; that all authority given to | 


Mr. Dana moved that the bill lie on the table 


borrow money should be express and specific as to | till to-morrow, with a view of ascertaining from 


the sum. It was said in reply, that there could be 
no objection that the truth should appear on the 
face of a bill; that this sum not being wanted to 
defray the ordinary expenses of the Government, 
but to pay debts heretofore contracted, the phrase- 
ology was perfectly correct; that it was as specific 
in fact as if expressed in so many figures. 





the Secretary of the Treasury what money was 
actually wanted. 

Mr. Pirxin supported the motion. He esti- 
mated the sum now authorized to be borrowed at 
between five and six millions, and said that he 
had no idea of giving such authority when the 
Secretary of the Treasury had himself told the 
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House that no more than three millions was ne- 
cessary. Which, together witb a million to retain 
in the Treasury, would make but four millions. 

Mr. W. Astron replied, that since that esti- 
mate had been made, the appropriations had been 
increased, and that it was impossible now to as- 
certain, within a million, what the expenses of 
the ensuing year would be. It was, therefore, 
proper to give an authority to borrow sufficient 
to cover the whole. 


Mr. Dana’s motion was negatived—49 to 30. 


Mr. Quincy renewed the proposition which he 
had made in Committee to amend the bill, which 
was negatived—yeas 34, nays 61, as follows: 


Ysas—James Breckenridge, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Samuel W. 
Dana, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James 
Emott, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
Haven, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Philip 
B. Key, Joseph Lewis, jr., Nathaniel Macon, Vincent 
Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Pleasant M. Miller, 
William Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Benjamin 
Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, Jabez 
Upham, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, and Robert 
Whitehill. 


Nars—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam 
Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, 
Howell Cobb, James Cochran, William Crawford, 
Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Bar- 
zillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel Heister, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, John 
G. Jackson, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Wil, 
liam Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 
Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. 


Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John 
Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, 
George Smith, John Smith, Samuel Smith, John 


Thompson, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, | 


and Robert Witherspoon. 


Mr. Swoore moved to amend the bill, by strik- 
ing out from the first section, the words “ public 
debt,” for the purpose of inserting “exchanged 
six per cent. stock.” And, the question being 
taken thereon, it was determined in the negative 
—yeas 63, nays 33, as follows: 


Yras—James Breckenridge, William A. Burwell, 
William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Sam- 
uel W. Dana, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, 
James Emott, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 
thaniel A. Haven, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert Jen- 
kins, Joseph Lewis, junior, Robert Marion, Vincent 
Matthews, Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, Jon- 
athan O. Moseley, Benjamin Pickman, jun., ‘Timothy 
Pitkin, junior, Elisha R, Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, 
Jabez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, and Laban 
Wheaton. 


Reduction of the Army. 





Nays—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam 
Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, William Butler 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, How- 
ell Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, Richard Cutts, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Bar- 
zillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David S. Garland, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel Heister, 
James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, John 
G. Jackson, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Alexander 
McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nich- 
olas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gur- 
don S. Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, Samuel Smith, John Thompson, Charles 
Turner, junior, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 





Tuespay, April 24. 


A motion was made by Mr. Smiuiez that the 
House do now adjourn. And, the question being 
taken, it was determined in the negative—yeas 
8, nays 55. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury. transmitting 
a list of claims, confirmed by the Board of Land 
Commissioners, in the district of Kaskaskia; 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to report by bill, or otherwise. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for continuing the charter of the Bank of 


. et ee a 
Moore, Thoeaea.Mosre, Jeremiah Merrow: Gurdon &. | Alexandria, in the District of Columbia ;” to 


which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Roor was excused from further service on 
the committee appointed to investigate the con- 
duct of General Wilkinson, on account of in- 
tended absence. 

Mr. R. also moved to refer the letter received 
from General Wilkinson, on Friday last, to the 
above committee, but afterwards withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, moved to refer it to 
the Secretary of War. 

Mr. GuHotson moved that the last motion lie 
on the table.—Carried. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. Saiciz, from the committee to whom was 
referred the resolution for reducing the Army, 
reported the following bill: 


A bill to reduce and consolidate the Army of the 
United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the United 
States be authorized, out of the troops raised and now 
in service under “the act to raise for a limited time 
an additional military force,” to complete the regiment 
of light artillery, to form and complete two regiments 
agreeably to the provisions of said act; also to form a 
company of bombardiers, to be annexed to the corps of 
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engineers; to fill up the regiments authorized by the 
“Act fixing the Military Peace Establishment of the 
United States,” and to discharge the three Brigadier- 
Generals and all the officers and men who may be 
supernumerary by this arrangement, and to discon- 
tinue the recruiting service. 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the 
officers who may be discharged under this act shall 
receive three months’ pay, according to their respective 
grades, in addition to what may be due them at the 
time of their discharge, and such allowance for trav- 
elling from their place of discharge to their respective 
places of residence as is prescribed by the “Act fixing 
the Military Peace Establishment of the United States.” 
Provided, That whenever the public exigencies require 
the calling into service of any of the officers discharged 
by this act, they shall have rank equal to that under 
which they retire. 


The bill was twice read and committed. 
REDUCTION OF THE NAVY. 


The House in Committee of the Whole on 
the bill to reduce the Naval Establishment of the 
United States. 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. McKim moved to amend that part of the 
bill which directs the sale of all the gunboats, 
by adding the following words: “ belonging to 
the United States, unfit for service, and unwor- 
thy of repairs.” 

This motion was agreed to without debate, 
ayes 56. 

Mr. Key said he was friendly to the reduction 
of the Navy, but not to its annihilation. He 
therefore moved to strike out so much of the bill 
as provides that all the frigates but three shall 
be “cold,” and to insert in lieu thereof, “ laid up 
in ordinary.” 

Messrs. Dana and Moumrorp supported the 
motion. 

Mr. Ruea of Tennessee made a motion, which 
svperseded that made by Mr. Key, to strike out 
the whole of the section, except so much as re- 
lated to gunboats. He was wholly opposed to 
the reduction of the Navy at present. 

Mr. Smiuie said, he should vote for the mo- 
tion with a view to inserting a substitute going 
to place the Navy now on the footing of the 
Peace Establishment of 1806. 

Mr. Dana was in favor of Mr. Ruea’s motion, 
but expressed himself very pointedly in favor of 
a reiorm in the expenditures and conduct of the 
Naval Establishment generally. 

Mr. Bassett also was in favor of Mr. Ruga’s 
mot‘on. He supported the policy of a small na- 
vy, and vindicated the establishment generally 
from charges of waste or extravagance, though 
he was friendly to reform wherever necessary. 
Mr. B. spoke nearly an hour. 

Mr. Cook and Mr. Ruea of Tennessee also 
spoke in favor of the motion to strike out the 
whole of the first section. 

Mr. Macon spoke against the motion, and 
against the policy of a navy as applicable to the 
situation of this country. 

Mr. Stanrorp followed Mr. Macon on the 
same side of the question, and particularly re- 
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probated the extravagant expenditure of money 
incident to the naval system. 

Mr. Dana spoke again on the subject of reform 
in the system. 

Mr. Macon and Mr. Stranrorp explained. 

Mr. Boyp was against the reduction of the 
Navy under present appearances. 

The motion to strike out the remainder of the 
section was carried, 61 to 25. 

Mr. SmiLie moved to insert, in the place of 
that part which was stricken out, the following: 

“And further, that the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to keep in ac. 
tual service as many of the frigates and other armed 
vessels as in his judgment the nature of the service 
may require, and to cause the residue to be laid up in 
ordinary in convenient ports: Provided, the whole 
number of officers and seamen shall not exceed that 
fixed by the act ‘in addition to the act, supplemen- 
tary to the act, providing for the Naval Peace Estab- 
lishment, and for other purposes ;’ passed the 21st day 
of April, 1806.” 


Mr. S. read the law alluded to in this amend- 
ment, which would go to retain in service thirteen 
captains, nine masters commandant, seventy-two 
lieutenants, one hundred and fifty midshipmen, 
and nine hundred and twenty-five able bodied 
seamen, ordinary seamen and boys. 

Mr. McKim opposed the amendment, because 
he was altogether opposed to a reduction of the 
Navy in the present state of the world. 

Mr. Smitte replied. He said he had no appre- 
hension of danger to his country from laying up 
a few frigates. 

Mr. Basserr stated that the whole number of 
seamen, now in service, was but two thousand 
seven hundred andtwenty-three. If the number 
was reduced, the expense of reducing and re-en- 
listing them within a short period, would exceed 
the expense of keeping them in service during 
the interval. 

Mr. Monrcomery spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment, under the impression that there was no 
disposition in Congress to make use of the Navy. 
Although the number of seamen in service might 
not exceed two thousand seven hundred and 
twenty, as stated, yet the President now had 
power to authorize the employment of five thou- 
sand four hundred and ninety men. The adop- 
tion of the amendment, he said, would curtail the 
present annual expense, $778,000. 

Mr. Mumrorp spoke against the amendment. 
He remarked that the counting-house calculation 
of pounds, shillings, and pence, heretofore im- 
puted asa fault tothe merchants, seemed to have 
been transferred to the planters of cotton and to- 
bacco. He did not regard a little expense when 
pat in competition with the national safety. 

Mr. Smitie’s amendment was negatived. 

The section for disusing all the navy-yards 
except those at Boston, New York, and Norfolk, 
having been read— 

Mr. Kny moved to insert ‘“ Washington” after 
New York, and, speaking in support of his mo- 
tion, expatiated on the advantages possessed by a 
navy yard at the seat of Government. 
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Mr. Bassett concurred with Mr. Key in opin- 
ion; but,as he presumed the section was only 
meant as an accompaniment to that part of the 
bill already stricken out, he moved to strike out 
the whole section. 

Mr. Dana opposed theamendment. Six navy- 
yards were certainly not necessary for the service 
of the United States, and he particularly opposed 
the retention of the yard at Washington. 

Mr. Key spoke in reply to Mr. Dana, and in 
support of Mr. Bassert’s motion. He defended 
the navy-yard at Washington against the impu- 
tations cast on it. 

Messrs. TattMap@e and Dana spoke against 
the amendment. 

Mr. Smivie spoke in favor of the amendment, 
and expressed his astonishment at the change 
which appeared to have taken place in the House. 


reduce the Navy. 


Mr. Key expressed his surprise, that a gentle- 
map, having as much parliamentary experience 
as the gentleman who preceded him, should be 
surprised at the change of votes. A majority 
had voted to reduce, having different objects of 
reduction in view; but, when a reduction in any 
one branch of expenditure was proposed, it ap- 
peared that a majority could notagreein it. Mr. 
K, spoke again in favor of the amendment. 

The motion to strike out the section was lost, 
52 to 40. 

Mr. Key renewed his motion to insert “Wash- 
ington.” 

Mr. RANDOLPH opposed the motion on the 
ground of the unfitness of the situation of Wash- 
ington, compared with others, for a navy-yard. 

Mr. Macon supported the motion ; because he 
was utterly opposed to a navy, he said he wished 
that a navy-yard should be kept here, as mem- 
bers of Congress would be much sooner disgusted 
by seeing the expenditures of the Navy system, 
than by hearing of them. 


Mr. Dana, as a friend to a navy, said he wish- 
ed the amendment not to prevail. The gentle- 
man from North Carolina, an enemy to navies, 
wished to retain the yard at this place; he, Mr. 
D., a friend to them generally, wished to dispose 
of or disuse it. They therefore thought alike, 
though they should vote differently. ~ 

The motion to insert “ Washington” was car- 
ried—54 to 42, 

The section for reducing the marines was 
struck out, without debate—ayes 59. 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill as 
amended. 

The Speaker resumed the Chair, and the 
House resolved now to consider the report of the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Minor said the bill had been much 
amended in Committee, and as the remnant left 
amounted to very little, and the discussion of that 
little would probably cost more than would be 
saved by passing it into a law, he moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the subject in- 
definitely. 


llth Con. 2d Srss.—62 
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Messrs. Smitie, Pirkin, Wittis Aston, and 


Dana, opposed the motivun. 


Mr. Ranpotps moved an adjournment ; which 


was carried. 





Wepnespay, April 25. 
On motion of Mr. Bacon, a resolution was 


adopted, instructing the committee to whom was 
referred the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on manufactures, to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of further amending 
to direct the officers to collect information on the 
subject of manufactures. 


the census law, so as 


On motion of Mr. Jounson, 
Ordered, That the Committee of the whole 


House to whom is committed the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “An act to extend the time for 
making payment for the public lands of the Uni- 
ted States, in certain cases,” be discharged from 
the consideration thereof. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. Dana said he had laid on the table, a few 


days ago, a resolution relative to the Post Office, 
which had been objected to on account of its ex- 
tent. 
it as follows: 


He now varied the motion, and submitted 


“ Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 


ed to lay before this House a statement of the number 
of post offices, the sum received for postages, the com- 
pensation of the deputy postmasters, the charge for 
the conveyance of the mails, the incidental expense 
and net revenue of the Post Office Establishment for 
every year from the 4th of March, 1789, to the close of 
the year 1809, together with information respecting the 
extent ef post roads.” 


Mr. D. said he had expressed the resolution in 


general terms, that it might give the Postmaster 


General an opportunity of stating everything re- 


specting the extent of the route, in order that, if 


the expenses of the establishment had increased, 
it might be seen how much the routes had been 
thereby extended. 

Mr. Rea moved that the resolution should 
He said it would be impossible 
to make a report of that nature this session, or in 
three months, even if the Postmaster General 
were to set all his people to work on it. 

Mr. Dana said he was perfectly confident that 
if the Postmaster General and his clerks could 
not make a report on this subject in three months, 
that he and his clerks ought to be broke. He did 
not believe that he and his clerks were so incom- 
petent as not to be able to make it in a week. It 
would be an evidence of their incompetency if 
they could not make it in two days. He thought 
it impossible that the Postmaster General should 
be so little attentive to the principle on which the 
accounts were kept, as not to have a head of ac- 
counts, so as to show at one view the various 
items of information he had asked for. Accounts 
were rendered to his office quarterly, and must 
be transcribed to some general head. The error 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania arose from 
supposing that the names of all the postmasters 
and other details were wanted, which was not the 
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case. Mr. D. said he would not admit the idea | 
that the Postmaster General was so utterly in- | 


competent to his duty, as not to be able at once 
to give the information required, for he had a 
better opinion of his talents. 

Mr. Rea said, if he understood the resolu- 
tion, it went to call for a history of the Post Of- 
fice Establishment. in all its branches, since the 
year 1789. He had no objection to require such 
a report to be made at the next session, although 
it would be a voluminous statement, and would 
cost, perhaps, a thousand dollars to print it. 

Mr. Potrrer expressed his surprise that no 
motion, of however trivial importance, could be 
peopoeed, but a motion was made to lay iton the 
table. If the Postmaster General should not be 
able to make a report this session, he would do it 
the next, and the want of time, therefore, could 
be no objection to the resolution. 

Mr. Smitie saw no reason for the resolutioa 
lying on the table. We have, said he, had some 
trouble about post roads, and I am suspicious that 
there is not fair play in the business. The State 
of Pennsylvania is creditor about $30,000 in ac- 
count with the establishment, and I wish to know 
what States are deficient. I do not think one 
State should be saddled with expense, too much, 
for the benefit of others: At any rate, I wish to 
see how the matter stands. 

Mr. Macon thought the motion to lie on the 
table now was unseasonable. He said it was de- 
sirable to know the progress of the institution. 
Of the militia they had an annual return by law; 
they had, also, annual returns of the imports and 
tonnage, &c., but there were no regular reports 
from the Post Office Department provided for. 
Notwithstanding reports of the receipts and ex- 
penditures for various objects were annually 
made to this House; the House had, at this ses- 
sion, called for the aggregates for each year of 
several statements. If it would take three months 
to prepare the statements, now undoubtedly was 
the time to call for it; for, if postponed to the 
next session, there might not be time enough 
during the session to prepare it. 

Mr. Rea withdrew his motion tolay it on the 
table, and the resolution was agreed to. 

The bill from the Senate to continue the char- 
ter of the Bank of Alexandria was read twice, 
and committed. 


LOAN BILL. 


The engrossed bill authorizing a loan for a sum 
of money, not exceeding the amount of the prin- 
cipal of the public debt, reimbursable during the 
year 1810, was read a third time. 

Mr. Ranpotrs moved to postpone the bill till 
to-morrow. Motion lost—50 to 47. 

Mr. Stanrorp moved that it lie on the table, 
but subsequently withdrew the motion, to make 
way fora motion of Mr. Taytor to recommit 
the bill; which motion was negatived—ayes 37. 

Mr. Stanrorp moved that the bill lie on the 
table. Negatived—61 to 39. 

Messrs. Pirxin, Dana, Ranvotrps, STanrorp, 
Taytor, Key, Quincy, and Urnam, opposed the 


assage of the bill, and Messrs. Monraomery. 
Rede, W. Atston, Jonnson, Smiuis,and Riga, 
defended it. 

All the gentlemen who spoke against the bil 
professed to be willing in a proper manner to au. 
thorize a joan of any sum of money necessary to 
meet the appropriations made; but they contend. 
ed that the bill was objectionable because the sum 
was not stated in the face of the bill, because the 
bill bore a deceptive appearance of borrowing 
money to pay the public debt, when, in fact, i: 
was to meet the ordinary expenses of the Govern. 
ment; because the bill authorized a loan of five 
million one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, 
more by one million one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars than the Secretary of the Treasury 
had declared to be necessary, and because no loan 
ought to be authorized until bills now before the 
House were decided on, which involved a reduc- 
tion of the annual expenditure. 

In reply to the objections to this bill, it wa; 
urged that the amount authorized (not required) 
to be borrowed was as ceoeitely expressed a; 
though in figures; that there could be no decep- 
tion on the face of the bill, for, if no debt hereto- 
fore contracted was now to be paid off, there 
would not only be no oceasion to borrow, but 
there would be an.immense annual surplus in the 
Treasury ; that, since the estimate of four mil- 
lions had been reported to the House, various ap- 
propriations had been made, and it was impossible 
yet tosay how much might be wanted, and n 
more would be borrowed than actually was want. 


‘ed; that if the passage of the bill was delayei 


but a day or two, it would be very easy for gen- 
tlemen to prevent its passage at all. 

The bill was passed—yeas 77, nays 35, as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Willian 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, 
John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchar! 
Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, 
David 8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Gooi- 
wyn, James Holland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, 
John G. Jackson, Richard M. Johnson, Walter Jones. 
William Kennedy, John Love, Matthew Lyon, Aaron 
Lyle, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Alexande: 
McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jer 
emiah Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Thomas Newton. 
John Nicholson, John Porter, John Rea of Pa., John 
Rhea of Ten., M. Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root. 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seave', 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Denn: 
Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Sam- 
uel Smith, Henry Southard, John Thompson, Georg: 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van 
Horn, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, James Wil- 
son, Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Joho 
ae William Chamberlin, Matthew Clay, Sam- 
uel W. Dana, John Davenport, junior, William Ely. 
James Emott, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Na- 
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Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph 
Lewis, jr-, Nathaniel Macon, A. McBryde, J. O. Mose- | 


Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 





Taylor, Jabez Upham, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, and 


Laban Wheaton. 

Ordered, That the title be, “An act authoriz- 
ing a loan of money for a sum not exceeding the 
amount of the principal of the public debt, reim- 


- bursable during the year one thousand eight 
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hundred and ten.” 


REDUCTION OF THE NAVY. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business of yesterday. 
Mr. Mitnor said when he had made the motion 


_ for the indefinite postponement of the bill, he had 


| We have heard gentlemen say “ millions for de- 


supposed that the sense of the House had been 
fally expressed on it; but as it appeared that the 
motion would occupy much time in debate, and 
as some gentlemen had thought proper to insin- 
uate that the motion was made for the purpose 
of avoiding meeting a direct question on the bill, 
he now rose to withdraw the motion. 

The question was then stated on the first 
amendment made in Committee of the Whole, 
viz: to strike out so much as requires the sale of | 
all the gunboats. 

Mr. Momrorp hoped that the frigates would | 
not be laid up in ordinary. He said he was no | 


politician by profession ; he had been called from | 
mercantile pursuits against his inclination, but | 
he had always understood that government was | 
instituted for the protection of the citizen. He | 
was chagrined when he saw the events unfolding 
in the Old World. and witnessed such a para- 
lyzing system going on in his own country. He 
had hoped that some system would have been 
adopted for the protection of our commerce at 
sea. If gentlemen were determined to abandon 
the ocean altogether, he begged to know it in 
time before merchants were totally ruined, for it 
was impossible at present to carry on any hich 


Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John 


merce whatever. The part of the country which 
he represented (city of New York) felt it strong- 


- ¢haniel A. Haven, Richard Jackson, junior, Robert | did, Mr. M. entreated that gentlemen would con- 


sent to protect commerce. The island of St. 
Domingo now possessed seventeen armed vessels. 
They were gaining strength daily, and what was 
the situation of our Southern borders? If our 
naval force was entirely withdrawn from the 
ocean, it was impossible for an army of militia 
to defend the mouth of the Chesapeake. He 
understood that two vessels were now building 
in Chesapeake Bay for St. Domingo. He knew 
that the Haytian agents had been in this coun- 
try for the purpose of purchasing vessels. Under 
all these circumstances was it wise and prudent 
to discharge the Navy? He presumed the best 
course would be to put to sea what little navy 
we have to protect our own coasters, for they 
would be necessary without any view to com- 
merce in the European seas. Under every view, 
instead of laying up those vessels in service, Mr. 
M. said he hoped that gentlemen would consent 
to fit out every vessel in the possession of the 
United States, and send them out to protect 
American commerce. 

A motion having been made by Mr. Stutz to 
amend the bill so as to place the Navy on the 
footing on which it stood in 1806— 

Mr. Dana said he was not for pausing with 
merely replacing the former system ; he was also 
for guarding against the waste of public prop- 
erty and treasure which had taken place in the 
Naval Establishment. He believed that for the 
number of fighting men afloat the United States 
had been put toa much greater expense than was 
necessary. He was not speaking, he said, of our 
having few brave men on the water, nor of the 
great sums given anywhere to those who give us 
their blood; but the system of the navy yards, 
he believed, required a thorough reform. If he 
was to judge of the general economy on board 
the frigates and smaller vessels from the little he 
had seen of them, he must set it down for certain 
that waste did not exist on board the vessels after 
they were fitted for service, and manned, and 
officered. As far as he had an opportunity to 
observe, he had marked a strong sense of subor- 
dination, and the practice of command at the 
same time sustained with gentleman-like propri- 


ly; agriculture would feel it sooner or later. | ety, without any unnecessary torture or rigor. 
The enormous captures made of their property | In all this business, Mr. D. said, where you em- 
had reduced merchants to the alternative of stay-| ploy warriors, whether by land or water, that de- 
ing at home, or having no commerce but with | partment called the staff, the agents, purveyors 


Great Britain. If gentlemen are disposed to} 
surrender commerce to the discretion of the bel- 
ligerents and retire from the ocean, it is time to 
know it. Mr. M. said he was no motive-monger ; 


he never arraigned gentlemen for their motives. 


fence and not a cent for tribute;” and a noble. 
and popular sentiment it was. It seemed now | 
to be reversed with them, and a plain translation | 
of their speeches was “millions for tribute; not 
a cent for defence.” Various projects had been 
offered. Some gentlemen were for putting down 
the whole Army and Navy; others were for a| 
sort of snail system, alarmed at the least appre- 
hension of danger. Viewing the subject as he 








of supplies, &c., is the branch of the service to 
which you must look for waste. On merely 
casting the eye along the decks of our vessels, the 
conduct of the officers, and the manner in which 
the men behaved, indicated a sort of conduct 
which appeared to him incompatible with waste, 
laxity of discipline, or want of attention to duty. 
Generally speaking, the civil branch of the ser- 
vice was the reverse of this. Mr. D. adverted 


to the mode of equipping vessels, and reprobated 
the scrambling, which he had understood often 
took place for equipments, as incompatible with 
methodical arrangement, and correct distribution 
of supplies. 
with regular accountability. 


It was wasteful and inconsistent 
It was not the 





¢ 
z 
t 








1959 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1960 
H. or R. Reduction of the Navy. ApRiIL, 1810. 











course pursued in the navy yards of other nations, | trine of “ millions for defence and not a cent for 
The commander of a man of war in other coun- | tribute,” and yet he believed that the gentleman 
tries was not poms to go into a navy yard; | from New York himself had voted for that sys. 
he could not there claim to have everything new | tem of terrapin defence. Although, said Mr. 
on board his vessel. When every man was suf-| D., I was against that thing, yet there were men 
fered to manage as he would, there was no secur- | distinguished for talents and worth, and who are 
ity for the economical conduct of an establish-| eminent in the councils of their country, who 
ment; for the more anxious was each comman-| entertained sentiments widely different. This 
der to have his own vessel exclusively well | policy was borrowed from the colonial system; 
equipped, the more would the public suffer. Hej we did not assume the spirit of a nation, perhaps; 
was, therefore, for adopting some system of rigor- | we recollected what we had done before when 
ous iptennalebentecmbet it should be he did not | we were colonies, and perhaps gentlemen thought 
know. In the nature of the thing he wasconfi- | the efforts of children might succeed when they 
dent it could be done; without it there must be} had attained tomanhood. It was a delusion. If 
much waste. At present, therefore, he was against | gentlemen, however, now see through their error, 
striking out the frigates from the Naval Estab-| their desire to correct it ought not to be con- 
lishment. A reform in the expense was the great | demned. 
desideratum, not the abolition of the Navy. Mr. Basser was of opinion with Mr. D. that 
Mr. D. said he would submit to the House one | reform rather than reduction of the Naval Estab- 
consideration: the appearance which the pas-| lishment ought to be their object. He was glad 
sage of such a bill would present to the world! to find that when the Navy was brought into 
after the resolutions passed at the commencement | view, other ideas than those of mere commerce 
of the present session. For his own part, indeed, | began to be associated with it. Heretofore i: 
he had deemed it useless to make declarations of | had only been advocated as a means for the pro- 
national independence, or to resolve against sub- | tection of commerce. Mr. B. said he lived ina 
mission; but at the commencement of the ses- | district which was sensibly alive to the benefits 
sion a resolution had been passed respecting what | of a navy. The district which he represented 
had taken place between the Executive and the had within it more water than land. It there- 
British Minister, and then Congress had pledged | fore became essential to the defence of his con- 
themselves to call forth the whole force of the | stituents that they should have a floating protec- 
nation to stand by and suppart the President. ; tion. It was impossible, in the nature of things, 
He had supposed this unnecessary, improper. and ; that they could be defended but by a floating de- 
exceptionable in some respects. But at the same | fence. Surely there could be no gentleman in 
session, when the controversy was chiefly re-| the House who was not sensible of the necessily 
specting maritime privileges, if they should not, of protection! It might be a favorite point in 
only reduce but sell the Navy, what would the | a monarchy to keep the country unprotected, and 
world say, when they had seen the beginning | thus under the control of the Government, bu! 
and end of the session? Would it be possible | the motto of Republics should be universal jus- 
that foreign Powers could look up with any rev. | tice. equal rights, and common defence. He 
erence to their acts? We shall, said he, be re- | asked gentlemen to look at the magnitude of the 
duced to such a situation that even the apprehen- | object of defending our seacoasts, which could 
sion of our hatred could not insure respect from | not be less than three thousand miles in extent, 
foreign Governments, if we suffer our conduct to | and, taking into consideration the sides of our 
be so completely at war with our own acts. In| navigable rivers, that extent would be doubled. 
order to possess some appearance of respectabil- | If gentlemen would but for a moment consider 
ity in the estimation of others, the most expedi-| the immense space which was exposed, they 
ent course would be to establish economy and | would see all the importance of securing an aie- 
rovide for a less profuse distribution of the pub- | quate defence. The House had been told, and 
ic moneys, but to retain the public armed ves- | certainly very truly, that there was a maritime 
sels, that we may be in a condition for effectual | force rising in our neighborhood. The Hous 
service whenever it is deemed expedient. By | had been told, also, and told correctly, too, that 
this course we may save more of property as / at least two large vessels were building in their 
well as character than by an abolition of the | own waters forthe use of that growing maritime 
Navy; and if we save both it is better than to) Power. At the ete moment, said Mr. B., thai 
save the one and lose the other. | we know that the blacks of St. Domingo are 
In allusion to a remark of Mr. Momrorpagainst | building vessels, shall we dispose of our public 
the bill, Mr. D. said that in regard to what was | armed vessels? Let me ask who will buy them 
formerly said respecting millions for defence and | when putintothe market? Who but Christophe 
nota cent for tribute, that doctrine was a very | and Petion? It isreduced to a certainty that il 
good one, but it had no connexion with crawling | we put them now to the hammer, they must 90 
within ourselves in time of danger—with the! in that direction. I ask gentlemen seriously (0 
terrapin policy—with drawing in head and claws | weigh that consideration. 
so that no part of the body should be exposed;/ The situation of our Navy is at present sufli- 
and those who were for that course, (because re- | ciently reduced. We have only five frigates 1D 
ally they had not provided any shell,) could not| actual service. The Chesapeake, for want of 
very well appeal for their justification to the doc- | repairs, is now in harbor. If gentlemen are anx- 
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jous that she should be laid up in ordinary, I 
would accord in it; but I would prefer to leave 
this subject entirely to the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive. I know, sir, how apt a proposition of 
this sort is to be met by a suggestion of Presiden- 
tial confidence ; but when we come to aoe | 
our particular situation, that we are putting it into 
the power of the President, not to add to the bur- 
dens of the people, but to relieve them, that will 
be thought a sound argument to justify the course 
of leaving the whole matter to the discretion of 
the President. The wisdom of the last and of 
the present Congress has kept in service five 
frigates. We cannot remain in session at all 
times; and we are at this moment extremely 
doubtful as to the aspect our affairs will assume 
as to foreign nations. I would ask gentlemen if 
former experience does not warn us that if we 
have an accommodation with one belligerent, it 
will but lead to a wider breach with the other? | 
But if this occurrence does not take place, and 
everything should turn out happily, my proposi- 
tion would leave it in the power of the Executive | 
to secure the public against loss. The expense 
is not drawn upon us by the Executive, but it is 
such as the wisdom of the National Legislature 
has thought proper to incur. Therefore I think 
it fair to consider the subject in this way. As 
we are about to separate, and as present appear- 
ances would not warrant our giving up any spe- 
cies of protection, we shall be justified in giving 
a discretionary power to the Executive to put 
down such part of the Naval Establishment as 
he may in future think it justifiable to part with. 
I am not one of those who think the expense 
of the Navy a sufficient argument for disposing 
of it altogether. I have been asked what has 
the Navy done. 1 can answer fora large portion 


of my constituents, that it has kept them quiet 


in mind. Is it not important that the men who 
live on the seaboard should know that we havea 
force to repel attack? What sort of attack have 
we cause toexpect? A serious invasion? Cer- 
tainly not. The sort of attack which we ought 
to guard against is the predatory attack, made at 
a small expense, to our greatinjury. If we do 
away the naval system entirely, our whole sea- 
coast will be liable to be ravaged. A single frig- 
ate, a single privateer, a single pirate, might come 
into your waters and injure your citizens toa | 
It has been mentioned, ; 
and I have seen an official intimation of it, that 
two or three vessels, in the shape of pirates, had | 
stopped vessels at the mouth of the Mississippi. 
The. force now imbodied on the ocean is not 
more than adequate to the security of the nation 
against predatory warfare. I am willing, not- 
withstanding this, to leave it to the Executive 
discretion to lessen the burden. 

I regret much that at this period of the session 
we cannot go into an examination of the expendi- 
tures the gentleman from Connecticut complains 
of. I think it proper to observe that for one I 
shall be willing to receive his assistance ia de- 
tecting abuses. I believe the gentleman at pres- 
ent at the head of the Navy Department has every 
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disposition to correct them. But at the same 
time that is not sufficient for us. I do not know 
of any unnecessary expenses, or I should bring 
them to public view; I do believe there is not that 
want of system which the gentleman seems to sup- 
pose. This much I know; that at all the navy 
yards are proper Officers for distributing stores. 
There all the rigging, ropes, &c., &c., are kept 
apart, and, as far as a landsman, a lubber like 
myself, can judge, appear in great order. 

In relation to the smaller vessels it appears by 
the report of the Seeretary of the Navy that they 
are in perfect repair. The expense of sailing 
them is the only expense. I cannot but again re- 
peat, because I think it of the last importance, 
that the security which these small vessels gives 
us greatly outweighs all disadvantages of expense. 
If we can lessen the expense, let us do it, in the 
hope that at another session we shall be able to 
find out where the evil exists. It is generally 
said, when this subject is under consideration, 
that we cannot attempt to cope with Great Brit- 
ain. Because we cannot, are we to succumb to 
others? To provide no protection against small- 
er Powers? At this moment the master of an 
American merchant vessel is employed in the ser- 
vice of the Emperor of China, a country posses- 
sing the greatest population in the world, for the 
purpose of protecting the citizens of the Emperor 
against some small pirates. Is there a fact can 
speak more strongly to us, that, without some 
sort of naval defence, with such a seacoast as we 
have, (and let it be recollected, sir, that our sea- 
coast is much greater in proportion to our popu- 
lation than the Chinese,) we shall be at the mercy 
of the worst of the human race? 

It was asked what mighty good the Navy has 
done. Let me ask the gentleman who asked taat 
question, what mighty good our Army has done 
by land? When we consider the point of ex- 

ense, let us consider the evils of different sorts. 

et me ask gentlemen if the evils depicted to 
exist in Peru, where gold abounds, do not equal 
anything they can imagine to proceed from the 
want of money? We must forget the evils that 
force produces in the necessity which exists for 
having it. We cannot say, because some evil 
results from force, that we will not have it; for, 
if you have it not, others will. Our own expe- 
rieoce should teach us the necessity of it. What 
was the effect of our eloquent addresses, when 
colonies, placed at the foot of the British throne? 
They (the British) sent a fleet and army to Bos- 
ton. ‘They did not tell you power was right; but 
they said it with their fleet and army. Reason 
will tell us the same now; it is impossible to 
meet force but by force. The effects of naval 
force are well remembered. It is well recollect- 
ed that in the Revolution Cornwallis marched 
from Charleston to Virginia. When he got there, 
a French fleet was on the coast. The very mo- 
ment the fleet advanced by water, Cornwallis 
surrendered. Here was evidence of the effect of 
naval force. And it is by its efficiency that we 
must balance the great objection of expense. I 
have heard it stated here how much more ex- 
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pense a sailor is than a soldier. If we look to 
the fact, and contrast the efficiency of the two, we 
shall find that the superior efficiency of the sailor 

eatly outweighs the additional expense. There 
is one fact, very strongly illustrative of this prin- 
ciple, drawn from British history. Itis found, by 
the papers laid before Parliament, that the pres- 
ent naval establishment costs seventeen millions 
race, The expense of the army is nearly the 
same. ith seventeen millions of water force, 
the navy of Great Britain makes her mistress of 
the ocean ; with seventeen millions, the land force 
of Great Britain is contemptible. As concerns 
ourselves, all the attack we can expect to receive 
is on the ocean or on the seaeoast, and we can by 
this fact see demonstrably that we can procure 
more protection for a certain number of dollars 
expended on the water than we can from the 
same number of dollars expended on the land. 
History shows that Republics are always naval 
Powers; and navies have preserved their exist- 
ence. The history of England, instead of de- 
stroying this argument, is in favor of it; the cele- 
brated exploits of the Dutch confirm it. 
land, though a monarchy, is the freest in Europe 
and all nations have enjoyed the greatest naval 
celebrity when they have been most free. A navy 
has no great general at the head of it, wielding an 
immense body of armed men. 
of ships have a very different influence. The 
admiral himself cannot act onthe land. History 
does not show an instance where an attack was 
made on the liberty of a nation from that quarter. 
I am therefore disposed to give my feeble aid to 


support an efficient force upon the water rather | ducted it. 


than upon the Jand ; and I believe the present es- 
tablishment is by no means beyond what ought 
to exist. 

Mr. Ranvovpu said, that, as his objections to 
the Navy went to the whole system, he would 
make his observations at large, in preference to 
reserving them in detached parts on the various 
details of the bill. My object, said Mr. R., is to 
endeavor to persuade the Fes that they ought 
not to concur in the report of the Committee of 
the whole House. I have ever believed that the 
people of the United States were destined to be- 
come, at some period or other,a great naval Power. 
The unerring indications of that fact were pre- 
sented to us in a tonnage and number of seamen 
exceeding those of any other nation in the world, 
one only excepted. When, therefore, I proposed 
to reduce the Naval Establishment of the United 
States, it was not for the pitiful object of putting 
down some five or seven gunboats and two or three 
unimportant navy yards, or of making the mighty 
reduction contemplated in the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. In other words, it 
was not for the purpose of making barely such a 
retrenchment in the naval expausiies as might 
enable Government, after such retrenchment was 
effected, to go on with the aid of loans and taxes. 
We ‘had two views of the probable state of the 
nation presented to us during this session. The 
first was a view of war,in which case it was agreed 
on all hands that loans and taxes would be neces- 
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sary ; the next was a view of peace, in which case 
it was believed that loans and taxes were unne- 
cessary, and was so pronounced from the highest 
authority in the country on financial concerns, 
But now it seems to have a view of reduced mil- 
itary and naval expenditure which does not obyi- 
ate the necessity of loans and taxes. My object 
in the proposed reduction was not to enable the 
Government to get on with the aid of loans and 
taxes, but to make such a reduction as would have 
enabled the Government to dispense with a recur- 
rence to them. 

I have said, sir, that the United States were, 
in my opinion, destined to become a great naval 
Power; and I have read unerring indications of 
it in the commercial prosperity of our country, 
out of which alone it can grow. But I believe, 
if anything could retard or eventually destroy it— 
if anything could strangle in the cradle the infant 
Hercules of the American Navy—it would be the 
very injudicious mode in which that power has 
been attempted to be prematurely brought into 
action, and Kept in action, during the wo fast Ad- 
ministrations. Again, a naval Power necessarily 
grows out of tonnage and seamen. We have not 
only driven away our tonnage, but have exerted 
ourselves with no little zeal, even at this very ses- 
sion, to prevent its ever coming back. We have 


The commanders | not been willing to consent that vessels polluted 


by the unpardonable sin of a breach of the em- 
bargo should return. True it is, that we have 
not made the same provision in relation to sea- 
men: we have conceived the guilt rather to reside 
in the wood or iron, than in the men who con- 
But, although we have no provision 
for the express purpose that they should not return, 
unfortunately they have not returned; and the 
= of this fact is evinced by another, viz: that 
andsmen are at this moment employed on board 
our few ships of war, because seamen cannot be 
procured. Our tonnage and seamen, then—the 
sinews of naval power—are wounded by our own 
measures, to a considerable degree. Again; it 
has always been understood, according to my view 
of the subject, that one of the principal uses of a 
navy was to protect commerce; but, our politi- 
cal rule for some time past has been that of inverse 
proportion, and we have discovered that com- 
merce is the natural protector of anavy. The 
roof of this is found, if not in every act of this 
Wauné, certainly in most of the speeches delivered 
on this floor. Ineed only allude to a speech made 
by a colleague of mine, (Mr. Gaotson,) who usu- 
ally sits on my right hand, a few days ago, in 
which he stated that the power to regulate com- 
merce was specially given by the Constitution to 
the United States—not as a means of raising rev- 
enue, equalizing duties throughout the United 
States, and making all in fact.one family—but, 
that it was put into the hands of Congress asa 
scorpion-whip to bring the other nations of the 
world to our terms; that, by turning away the 
light ofour countenance—the sunshine of our com- 
mercial bounty—they might wither and decay. 
I had always thought too, sir, that the revenue 
which a Naval Establishment naturally calls for 
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was to be founded on commercial greatness; in 
other words, that commerce was to give us reve- 
nue,and revenue was to supporta navy, which in 
return Was to protect commerce. But, it seems 
we have changed all this—we have perverted the 
whole course of procedure—and why ? Sir, shall 
we keep up an expensive Naval Establishment, 
necessarily driving us into loans and taxes, for the 

rotection of a commerce which the Government 
itself says we shall not carry on; and when mem- 
bers of this House tell us that the natural protec- 
tion of commerce is the annihilation of it? The 
Navy has now become a sort of fifth-wheel to the 
political cuach, and I am unwilling to keep it up, 
at this expense, on these grounds. 

If, sir, the construction which I have taken of 
the sense of the House and of the Government be 
not correct, whence comes it that we have such 
cases before us as thatof Daniel Buck? Whence 
comes it that we hear of Treasury instructions, 
not issued in the first instance for the purpose of 
expounding a law touching the clearances of ves- 
sels, that uniformity may prevail in the different 
districts, but supplementary instructions, becom- 
ing in practice the actual law of the land? In 
other words, if my construction be not correct, 
whence comes it that every principle formerly 
called federal—every principle of Executive en- 
ergy and power—has been strained of late to an 
extent heretofore unparalleled? Whence comes 
it, that in the archives of this Assembly, we find 
copies of licenses given by the Executive power 
of the nation—to do what? To permit one part 
of this Confederacy to supply another part with 
bread! We have had Executive licenses, gra- 
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| such measures as those I have mentioned.) No, 

| sir; my object in the bill which I presented to 

| the House was a great one: it was to enable us to 

| dispense with a loan to the acknowledged amount 
of $5,150,000—to enable us to dispense with tax- 
ation, to an amount which no man can calculate, 
(if, indeed, the system which passed this House 
was constructed to bring in revenue atall.) It 
was nota little, paltry affair of reducing a couple 
of navy yards; not to bury the dead, who have 
been aloade interred in the marshes of the Mis- 
sissippi; not twice to slay the slain: it was for @ 
great public object. Really. sir, the reduction of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Smiuie) 
reminds me very forcibly of an incident which is 
said to have taken place at the discovery of the 
gunpowder plot. When commissioners were sent 
into the Parliament vaults, to examine into the 
situation of the gunpowder and combustibles col- 
lected together for the purpose of blowing up the 
King, the Parliament, and the whole constitution, 
they returned, and reported that they had found 
fifty barreis of gunpowder ; that they had removed 
five-and-twenty barrels, and humbly trusted that 
the remaining five-and-twenty would dono harm! 
This is precisely the reduction which the Com- 
mittee and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
have agreed to make. It is a reduction which 
will not do any effectual service, and I therefore 
hope the House will not accord in it. 

But, we are told that great and gigantic events 
in Europe are to be arrested. That which the 
British navy cannot do, I suppose, or that whieh 
the combined Continental forces opposed to her 


| cannot effect, is to be decided here by three frig- 


ciously permitting that a portion of our citizens | ates; for that is precisely the extent to which, if 


should not starve while the rest were revelling in 
plenty, and suffering for want of a market! Let 
us suppose, that in the fragments of history of the 
ancient nations of the earth, of those periods which 
are most involved in obscurity, we should find 
an Imperial rescript to this effect, what would be 
the inevitable conclusion of the historian? That, 
if the Chief Magistrate of the Government could 
at pleasure starve one part of the people while 
another was rioting in plenty, that the individ- 
ual who held this power was the greatest despot 
on earth, and the Tnguhnant a purely unmixed 
despotism. But, sir, it would be improper to 


draw any such conclusion here, because we are | 


the most enlightened people on earth—l believe 
we have placed that on record. It was nothing 
but the protection of the Navy of the United 
States, and a desire of avenging the attack on the 
Chesapeake—for, among all the causes of the em- 
bargo, we hear of none oftener than the attack on 
the Chesapeake ;—it was nothing but a defence, 


not only of the commercial interests, but of the | 


naval strength of thenation, which created this dic- 
tatorship in the person of the Chief Magistrate. 
It was not that we are naturally. more prone to 
slavery than others, but it was for the preserva- 
ion of our national defence, (if that be not posi- 
tively opposed to national defence which costs 
four millions,and which, when Greek meets Greek, 
and the tug of war comes, must take refuge under 


{ understand him, he is willing to go. It seems, 
we are also to suffer a total loss of the ships to be 
sold, they being unfit for every other purpose. 
Are they unfit for the East India trade? Was not 
the first vessel which ever doubled the Cape of 
Good Hope, under the flag of the United States, 
the old frigate Alliance? And would not these 
vessels, if sold, be purchased for that and for other 
purposes ; more especially when we consider the 
immense loss of tonnage which the United States 
have sustained—I will not say how, but when— 
within the last two years? But this, if well found- 
ed, would be no objection with me to the reduc- 
tion of the Navy. I am willing to puta clause 
| in the bill to authorize the President to give the 
| frigates away, if he cannot sell them. My ob- 
| jection to the expense is not merely to pounds, 
| shillings, and pence—not merely to the counting- 
| house calculation—but to expenses utterly incom- 
mensurate to the object to which those expenses 
profess to go, and to a system of organized public 
plunder. If we agree to make this reduction, 
however, according to the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Basserr,) foreigners 
will purchase from us ships of the best construc- 
tion in the world, on the best terms. I believe, if 
the gentleman’s knowledge on the state of our 
public ships was as accurate as perhaps it is on 
other subjects, he would hardly suspect foreign- 
ers of coming to our markets for the purpose of 
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eigthns ships to annoy ourcommerce. Who | the expenditure of the year 1801, viz: $2,111,424 
will become the enna Britain? Af-| authorized and ee under Mr. Adams’s admin. 
ter having given her hundreds of thousands of | istration. From the mere glance at this paper 
tons of your shipping now sailing under the Brit- | it will be seen, ~ from 1801 to 1802, the expend. 
ish flag, and manned her navy with your seamen | iture fell from the above sum of $2,000,000 to 
driven from your employment, do you believe the | $900,000, marking distinetly the retrenchment at 
aay will send a the Atlantic to buy | the period 1“ po conten. nets The firs 
the hulks rotting at the navy-yard; or would it | year properly chargeable to the last Administra. 
sanaclalg chin dam ol deeseaurhs geen: | oumme inter Gipva.ceen adh: balan Slon; from 
se vessels are abso- | : / ma 
lutely unfit for any purpose whatever? I pre-| comparison of the statements in the same docu. 
sume that even the Emperor of France, if it were | ment, that the most extravagant year of the sec. 
an object with him to have these famous models | ond Administration was the year 1800—the year 
of naval architecture at Antwerp, would hardly | after I first had the honor of a seat in this House— 
ruse hs purchase —— and - the risk of | zoe ne anne oe . es 
getting them across the ocean. I conceive you, The most extravagant yea e las mMinis- 
could cme insurance done on them at Phil- | tration was the year succeeding its going out of 
adelphia or Baltimore. The idea of keeping these | office, the expenses of which were incurred and 
vessels is absolutely idle, unless gentlemen are | voted by it, viz: to the amount of $2,427,758. 
meee? send oe commerce on the ocean, and/| Against 4 ee “ry ee I, in 
employ force in the protection of it. common with many others, did and do yet enter- 
Sir, 1 am extremely exhausted already—and I tain a sentiment of hostility, and have repeatedly 
presume the House are fully as fatigued with me | cried out — it for extravagance, - pro- 
as I am with myself—but I will endeavor to go | fusion,and for waste—wanton waste—ol the pub- 
along with my loose remarks. The ueceyit | lie resources. : find, however, vse considera- 
which the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. | tion—whether from the nature of man, or from 
Dana) has been pleased to bestow on the cane the nature of things, or from whatever other cause 
ican naval officers, I have not the least indisposi- | —that that Administration, grossly extravagant 
tion to subscribe to, so far as my knowledge will | as I did then and still do believe it to have been 
permit me to go. As far as my information ex- | if tried by the criterion of the succeeding one, way 
tends—as far as I have the pleasure, and I may | a pattern of retrenchment and economy ; and | 
add the honor, of being acquainted with those | ask the House to put the question to themselves 
gentlemen—there is no class in society whom I | whether we are likely to see, at any future period, 
think more highly deserving. And I did hope, | an Administration more economical than that of 
when the gentleman went into this eulogium on | which we have just now taken leave? And this 
=~ ony — i ae a least of censure on | I say, peas meaning gm the slightest im- 
that which he has been pleased to term “The Staff | putation on the present. e person now at lic 
of the Navy”-—but which I suppose I may as well bobd of affairs, ied at least in one respect, con- 
call the civil branch, who have the control and | ducted himself in his high office in a spirit dear 
management of the civil service ; not the men who | to my heart—it is the spiritofa gentleman. The 
yo the battles, but who pocket the greatest part | first session of angen notes the last — 
of the emolument—that he would have been more | tration was a period of retrenchment. Throw 
particular. Sir, 1 do know that comparisons are | the session of last summer out of the question, ani 
extremely unpleasant, and no consideration would | this must be the session of reform under the pres- 
induce me to go into them, especially after the | ent. Have we any reason to conclude, from what 
observation of my friend before me, (Mr. Macon,) | we have seen or heard, that we can look forwari 
but the discharge of an imperious public duty. | to any policy more economical than that of . 
I can have no hopes of deriving anything farther Administration of which we have just taken 
than experience from the past Administrations. | leave? I wish it to be clearly understood, that 10 
a —_ aoe = pent ese that cite the | naan ro Siaedcaamanianeme cx 
attention of the House to the comparative ex- | to $3,448. - rigates; si} 
penses of the Navy under the sree Adminis- | frigates, from ‘44 to 32; ae 32, of a large size; 
trations. | four of 32, smaller; eight from 32 to 20; three 
I find, from the Treasury statement in my hand, | sloops of war and four brigs, from 18 to 16; aud 
made on the 5th of this month, that the Navy, | five brigs and schooners, from 14 to 12 guns— 
under General Washington’s administration, van employing a total of 7,296 seamen. This Admin- 
$1,100,000 ; that during the four years of Mr. Ad- | istration, too, it should be remarked, not only built 
ams’s administration, it cost $9,700,000, in round | every frigate, every vessel of respectable force— 
ing Admisistration, it dost $1,700,000, I'meke | United Gates vow have, bat many orbers, which 
n, it cos . I make; Un sn ve many others, whic 
= ay ona the statement differs from | have been since sold, and the proceeds of oo 
that made by the worthy gentleman from Con-| have gone intothe Treasury. At this time, theo, 
necticut in this respect; that, when he made the | when the United States had this formidable force 
<r _— ow ee to ites ene 8,000 eae cererrey es 
amount to fourteen millions, he did, in my opin- now the documents only state 7, utla 
ion, improperly saddle that Administration with | told from the best authority there were nearly 
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' 8,000;) when our flag at least triumplied in our 


own seas; when we had nothing of that system 
of drawing within our shell, which the gentleman 
from Connecticut so justly derides ; when we had 


- pot reached the soft-shelled state in which we 


trifle of $900! 


were placed by the non-intercourse law ;—at that 
time, the Navy of the United States cost nearly 
three millions and a half, making for each sea- 
man about $472. I know, sir, that these state- 
ments are dry, but they are useful in proportion 
astheyaredry. According to the statement which 
my colleague (Mr. Basserr) has made, and which 
he has told you not only came from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, but was in the Secretary’s own 
handwriting, the number of seamen which he had 
jast year in employ was 2,723, which cost the na- 
tion $2,427,000—for each man employed, within a 
Now, sir, if every seaman under 


_ the last Administration cost double the expense 
- which was incurred for the same man under the 


preceding one, if the same system is continued, 
we have no reason to doubt that the seamen next 
year will cost double of their present expense. 
But, even suppose the expense to remain the same 
as it now is, will the Representatives of the Amer- 
ican people agree to maintain a naval force which 
costs us $900 (within $13) per man, the use of 
which no man has attempted to guess, much less 
to demonstrate ! 

I wish to be indulged ina little further com- 
parative political economy. I believe, sir, that 
the same good results in politics from compar- 
ing the merits of different Administrations, that 
results in medicine and surgery from the dissec- 
tion of the human body—that they are fairly to 
be tried by the same rules. I find, then, that in 
the year 1800 the estimated pay of the officers is’ 
$391,000, and that the estimated pay of the sea- 
men in the same year is $818,000. And yet, sir, 
by the estimate now before me, and which any 
gentleman can turn to, made for the year 1800, 
the subsistence of the officers, their pay, and that 
of the seamen, amounts only to $296,000—a sum 
less, by nearly $100,000, than the estimated pay 
alone of the officers in 1800—while the expenses 
of the whole Establishment approach for the last 
year within $1,000,000 of the expense of the year 
first mentioned. I am ata loss to account for 
these manifest inconsistencies, and I might say 
solecisms, in our political arithmetic. We have 
a Navy which we are told employs 2,700 men, 
which costs within a third as much asa Navy 
employing nearly 8,000 men, and yet, when we 
come to compare the great objects of expense— 
to wit: pay and subsistence of the officers and 
seamen, the reward of valor and merit—we find 
a contrast which | believe no man in this House 
is prepared to explain. 

Now, sir—for the whole subject, thank God, is 
now before us—let us look at the expenses of the 
Marine corps. I have always understood that 
marines were necessary in proportion to the ex- 
tent of the Navy—that such a force is put on board 
of every ship of such a number of guns. I find 
that in the year 1800, when we had nearly forty 
ships of war in commission, manned with nearly 
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8,000 men, the expenses of the Marine corps 
amounted to $162,000; and in 1809, when we have 
ten or fifteen vessels of all sorts, manned with 
2,300 seamen, the expense of the Marine corps 
amounts to $211,000. And yet, sir, if we look at 
the items, there does not seem to be a very great 
variation between some of the most important— 
for instance, I find that the clothing in 1800 was 
estimated at $33.000, in 1809 at but $32,000— 
and yet, the troops whose clothing costs $1,000 
less, cost in the aggregate $50,000 more. But, if 
we look at some of the items of this account, we 
shall be struck at once with the difference. The 
pay and subsistence for instance in 1800 was 
$102 000, in 1809 it was $160,000. I have been 
at the pains, even to note the prices of the most 
material articles of provision, and find that in the 
old estimate beef is rated at $13, pork at $14, and 
flour at $10 per barrel; while in the last year the 
same articles stood in the estimate at $14, $18, 
and $8. The material article (flour) being much 
lower than in 1800, and the market value of the 
others also, I believe the inference would neces- 
sarily follow, that the subsistence ought to have 
been cheaper. But, sir. look at their establishment 
at the navy yard, and I believe we shall want no 
ghost—certainly no argument of mine—to show 
the cause of this difference of expense. 

Then comes the navy yards. Of these, that of 
Washington alone has cost nearly one-haif of the 
sum expended on them all. Well might my col- 
league say it was worth as much as the whole, 
when it had cost as much; when, indeed, we have 
witnessed a considerable town—and the most 
flourishing town, too, in this wide region called 
the City of Washingson—built out of the public 
Treasury. 

Yes, sir, we have economized until we abso- 
lutely have reduced the annnal cost of a seaman 
from $472—as it was under the very wasteful ex- 
penditure of Mr. Adams’s administration—down 
to the moderate sum of $887! We have econo- 
mized until a paltry fleet, consisting of vessels 
built to our hand—to say nothing of those that 
have been sold, and the warlike stores of which 
have been retained and preserved ; which fleet 
was built, equipped, and every cannon and imple- 
ment of war purchased under the old Adminis- 
tration—has cost us $12,000,000, when it cost the 
preceding Administration but $9,000,000! Is this 
noargument for reduction? The gentleman from 
Consecticut (Mr. Dana) tells you he does not 
wish an annihilation, but a reform of the Naval 
Establishment. Sir, as long as a single chip re- 
mains in that navy yard, you will never see any- 
thing like reform; as long as you have a chip of 
public property—one chip of live oak belonging 
to the United States—you will have a man riding 
in his carriage, with a long retinue and deputies 
and clerks to take careofit. And, sir, if the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut does not mean utterly 
to disgust the people of the United States against 
a navy—if in truth he isa friend to a navy—he 
ought to join and put down this navy yard, and 
not, with my friend from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Macon,) keep it up, in hopes the enormity of the 
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evil will at some time or other correct itself. 
Among the many reasons offered to this House 
for retaining the various parts of this Establish- 
ment, no one said a word in favor of the Marine 
corps—that went sub silentio—but a great deal 
was said in favor of Washington. We were told 
that our fleet might be Copenhagened, and that it 
was therefore necessary to stow it away here. 
We also heard of the great press of work in the 
large towns—of the mercantile employ which 
there came in competition with that of the Uni- 
ted States. I believe sir, that our workmen, and 
men of all descriptions, from the highest to the 
lowest—I speak of subordinates—have long ago 
found the truth of the old proverb, that * The 
King’s chaff is better than other men’s corn.” 
But it seems, that in order to get a commodity 
eheap, we are not to go where it is to be had— 
oh no, there is competition !—but we must bring 
workmen here in the mail-coach, by which con- 
veyance I understand not only live stock for the 
navy yard, but copper bolts, and such light arti- 
cles, are sometimes brought, I suppose, to get out 
of the way of competition—competition in the 
markets of Philadelphia and Baltimore, where 
they are bought at private sale. In this way, have 
seamen, in some instances, been conveyed; and 
unquestionably every material of ship timber and 
naval store has been repeatedly brought from 
Norfolk to this place at an immense cost, worked 
up here by men collected from Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, &c., in order that, so worked up, it might 


go back to Norfolk, there to remain. But, sir, if 


our object really be to prevent our fleet from be- 
ing gened, we had better put it above the 
Falis of Niagara. There it would unquestiona- 
ably be most secure, unless the party on the other 
side of the lake should fit out a fleet to attack it; 
in which case, I suppose, we must resort to ano- 
ther series of measures similar to those lately 
adopted for the protection of commerce and the 
Navy. An embargoto protect shipsof war! This 
is, indeed putting the cart before the horse. We 
are to have a navy for the protection of com- 
merce, and all our measures in relation to it are 
ealculated on the basis of keeping it (poor thing ! 
like some sickly child) out of harm’s way! On 
the same principle of economy on which the navy 
yard is kept up here, viz: for fear that merchants 
and others should come into competition with the 
Government, I presume, we have sent abroad for 
workmen to carry on the public buildings. If 
the navy yard is to be kept up here merely that 
it may be under our eye, I would humbly suggest, 
sir, that we first pluck out the beam that has so 
long blinded us. We need only to do that to see 
this building falling to pieces over our heads ; and 
yet an enormous appropriation is called for to- 
wards finishing it, which I have no doubt my 
worthy colleague (Mr. Lewis) will press very 
strongly before the close of the session. 

I had forgotten the gunboats ; and perhaps the 
best notice which can be taken of them, is that 
which is taken on some occasions of other things 
—to pass by them with contempt. They are not 
worth bringing into account, except for their ex- 
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pense. Children must have toys and baubles. 
and we must indulge ourselves in an expense of 
many millions on this ridiculous plaything ! 
But, sir, the sale of our superfluous. vessels mer 
with the high objection that they were to be pur. 
chased up by Christophe and Petion, and that the 
constituents of my colleague (Mr. Basset) are 
to be terrified, if not into bodily fear, at least ou 
of their peace of mind, - these vessels ; and, at 
the same time, we are told that Christophe was 
in such good eredit, only forty miles off, that ves. 
sels are building at Baltimore for his use; and 
yet, sir, no gentleman has brought forward a bil 
making it penal to supply these barbarians with 
ships of war and warlike stores. In other words, 
sir, to avoid the possibility of Christophe and his 
seamen foundering on board these rotten hulks, 
my colleague would much rather drive him into 
Baltimore, where he can purchase good vessels, 
which will answer his purpose much better than 
these frigates, which the barbarians would not 
know how to manage, and which are not calcu- 
lated, from their great draught, for predatory war- 
fare in the West India seas. My worthy colleague 
has given us a curious illustration of the superi- 
ority of naval over military force, by comparing 
the navy of Great Britain with her army. [sup- 
ose, if the argument were retorted on my col- 
Seals by a comparison of the army of Bozaparte 
with his navy, he would say that the same amount 
was not there expended upon the navy as upon 
the army; whereas in England, the amount of 
money expended on each is equal. But, does noi 
my colleague know that one and the chief cause 
of the superiority of the British navy over the 
army, is, that in the navy men rise by merit—thai 


‘they do not get in, to use a seaman’s phrase, al 


the cabin windows—and that the army, if we give 
credit to the Parliamentary investigation, 1s a 
mere sink of corruption—a mere engine of pa- 
tronage—a place in which a corrupt commander- 
in-chief acts according to his vile pleasure, and 
the pleasure of all the pimps and parasites and 
harlots who environ him. This, sir, is the cause 
of the superiority of the naval over the military 
force of Great Britain. But, when the British 
navy shall have effected what the armies of other 
nations from time immemorial have done—when 
it shall have subjugated whole continents—then 
will [agree in the superior power of naval over 
military force. J] have no hesitation in saying 
that 1 would rather vote for naval than military 
force, and it is because a naval force has not the 
same power asa military one. I havenever heard 
of a despotic power created by a naval force, 
unless perhaps in the chieftain of a band of pirates. 

But, it would appear that the politics of my 
unfortunate friend from North Carolina, (Mr. 
STANFoRD,) whosits near the Speaker, are a mere 
counting-house business of pounds, shillings, and 
pence, or dollars and cents; that, in fact, the 
spirit of lucre is transferred from the warehouses 
and counting-rooms of the merchants to the to- 
bacco fields and cotton plantations of the South- 
ern planters; and that, to such a pitch has the 
patriotism of the mercantile class risen, that they 
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are really ready to sacrifice one-half of their pro- 
rty for the protection of the Government of 
theircountry. If the gentleman from New York 
Mr. Mumrorp) will permit me, I will protest 
against this idea. I have once before pees 
in company with that gentleman, and | hope he 
will permit me to protest, even when I have not 
the sanction of his respectable authority. With 
regard to the politics of my worthy friend from 
- North Carolina, I recollect very well, in the days 
which were called the days of profusion, patron- 
age, and terror, his politics were not of that min- 
ute and microscopic grade that no scale could be 
graduated sufficiently low to measure them ; that, 
if his republicanism was a matter of pounds, shil- 
_ lings, and pence, then and now, it was not that 
_ sort of republicanism which was too cheap to be 
measured by the value of the smallest known coin, 
even bya doit. I really feel something like sym- 
pathy with the gentleman from North Carolina— 
and it is not at all to be wondered at; for the 
republicanism of that gentleman used to be that 
which I always have professed—and if the remark 
applied to the gentleman from North Carolina, 
who I believe is not yet quite out of the pale of 
the political church, how much more forcibly did 
itapply to an unpardonable political sinner like 
myself! With respect, sir, to this patriotism, or 
this republicanism, that has left the tobacco fields 
and cottun plantations, and taken up its dwelling 
in the counting-house, I beg leave to express my 
deubt of the fact. I never have had that high 
opinion of the mercantile class expressed by some 
gentlemen in this House. I think of them as of 
other men—that, in proportion to the temptations 
to which they are exposed, so are they virtuous 
or otherwise. But, sir, I have not and cannot 
have confidence in a man to whom the great Em- 
peror has given a paternal squeeze, whose prop- 
erty is sequestered at Bayonne or St. Sebastian— 
I disclaim anything like personal allusion; I speak 
of a class—I cannot have the confidence, on the 
subject of our foreign relations, in a man so sit- 
uated, that I can have in the planter or farmer 
whose property is growing on his land around 
the house in which he nightly sleeps—and why ? 
Because, mutatis mutandis, [ should not have the 
same confidence in myself. 1 should not believe 
it possible, if I had rich cargoes under sequestra- 
tion in France, that I could vote free from the 
bias which the jeopardy of that property would 
throw op my mind. 

Sir, I have been very irregular, because I have 
been compelled to follow, not the current of my 
own ideas, but the objections started by gentle- 
men in different quarters, and (as it is the fash- 
ion to express it) on different sides of the House, 
whom I have found united against the bill as 
reported by myself. I would ask, in a few words, 
if we ought to continue this Establishment in its 
present state? Iaskif itis necessary? For the 
expense of a navy has been proved to be in inverse 
ratio to its utility. ‘To what purpose do we keep 
up the Marines—another branch of the Estab- 
lishment? If 1am correctly informed, these men 
are willing to run away whenever they have a 
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chance to desert—if they can get an opportunity — 
and I am willing that they shall quit the service, 
without being exposed to be brought to a court 
martial for desertion. Nothing, indeed, was said 
on the subject of the Marine corps, when the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. Key) moved to strike 
out the whole section of the bill. Fertile as the 
gentleman may be in reasons, he did not offer one. 
He must have supposed it to be perfectly correct 
that a marine establishment should be kept up 
for a navy employing 2,700 seamen, more expen- 
sive than the same establishment for a navy em- 
ploying nearly 8,000. It was, indeed, facetiously 
urged in the select committee, as a reason why 
these men should be retained, that they came to 
this House regularly, on Sundays, to serve the 
Lord—to assist at the weekly pageant here per- 
formed. Sir, far be it from me to say, or even to 
think, with the Protector Cromwell, that this is 
a House where the Lord has not been served for 
many years. But, permit me to state, that in our 
country, it is the praetice to pay no man out of 
the public purse, even for advocating the cause of 
other people with the Most High, much less for 
advocating his own. In other words, that when 
men with us serve the Lord, they do it at their 
own expense. 

We have heard to-day, sir—and I hope the 
report to Congress at their next session will ver- 
ify it—that a grant of power to the Executive in 
relation to any subject—say borrowing of money 
—does not necessarily imply an exercise of that 
power. We have heard, too, that notwithstand- 
ing the power devolved on the President of the 
United States, by the bill authorizing him to bor- 
row to an amount of upwards of five millions of 
dollars, which this day passed this House, to 
enable the Government to get along, we shall at 
our next session, probably be presented with the 
joyful tidings that it is not necessary to make use 
of the power, at least in its full extent; but it 
depends upon our own act, whether this expecta- 
tion be realized or not. We are, in this instance 
at least, of that description of prophets who have 
it in their power to bring about the event they 
predict. And I do earnestly hope that the House 
will not, by a disagreement with the report of the 
select committee, insure the defeat of their hope— 
the nonfulfilment of the prediction. 1 hope we 
shall take up the subject, and go through with it; 
that we shall account, and account rationally too, 
for some of the facts at least which I have pre- 
sented to the House this day, in terms extremely 
defective, I know; but the time was short—now 
or never—and I presented them in the only mode 
in which I[ could possibly do it. 

In the course of my observations, I think I for- 
got to mention that when the United States kept 
forty sail of armed vessels afloat, and employed 
8,000 seamen, we had no navy yards at all. If 
we had, there must have been some extraordinary 
oversight committed by the then Secretary of the 
Treasury ; and I believe politicians were not any 
more apt then than now to omit any items of 
public expense: they crowded in all they could. 
In the estimate which I hold in my hand, there 








1975 
H. or _ 





is no item of that expense. I hope, if the House 
agree (which, God forbid!) to so much of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole as retains 
the frigates and ships of war, that they will at 
least consent to put down the navy yard at this 
Jace,and break down thesupernumerary Marines. 
Really, sir, I am fond of music, but I do not mean 
to grant $211 000 of the people’s money annually 
fora song. I hope at least that the Marines will 
be reduced, and that we shall retain at least not 
more navy yards than ships. What would an 
honest Dutchman in the West think of a man 
who kept as many stables as horses, and those of 
the most expensive construction, too? 
Ihavedone,sir. 1 have endeavored to discharge 
my duty. No man is more sensible of a failure 
in the manner than Iam; but [ will thank any 
one to convince me of the utility of a navy, ac- 
cording to the doctrines and practice of the new 
school, and to facts, as faras they have been stated. 
Mr. Bassett said that his colleague could not 
always adhere to the principle that it was his duty 
to ferret out every error. Error is the lot of hu- 
man nature, said Mr. B., and no one is infallible. 
Give a small authority to-day, and it will increase 
to an unexpected amount before to-morrow. I 
am authorized to state that such has been the 
case in the Navy Department; that under the 
late Secretary of the Navy large expenses had 
been incurred; and that before he leit his office 
he commenced a reduction of them. Since the 
present Secretary (Mr. Hamilton) has been in 
office, the expenditures have been much reduced. 
In the navy yore at this place, for example, a 
permanent reduction has been made in the ex- 
penses to the amount perhaps of 30 or 40 per 
cent., and a very considerable reduction also as to 
immediate disbursements. It is nevertheless our 
duty, after the suggestions that have been made, 
to commence a thorough investigation, and I can 
only regret that the subject has been introduced 
to our attention at so late a period of the session. 
Instead of regretting what has been said, 1 am 
glad of it, and hope that at an early period in the 
next session an investigation will be made. With- 
out any particular direction of the House, the 
committee of the Naval Establishment thought 
it their duty to examine the whole establishment 
at the navy yard in this city. All the good ex- 
pected from doing so was to convince them that 
the eye of the Government was upon them. I 
am proud to say that not only myself, but every 
gentleman of the committee with me, was much 
pleased with the appearance of things as they 
stood. It was not in our power to investigate 
minutiae. On visiting the establishment of the 
Marine corps we saw everything in order; we 
saw the armory establishment, wherein we dis- 
covered that arms which had been injured were 
usefully and handsomely repaired. As well as 
we could discover by the eye, everything was plea- 
sing tomy mind—and one innovation in discipline 
in the Marine corps gave me very great satisfac- 
tion, viz: the substitution of solitary confinement 
for personal chastisement. In the navy yard, the 
expense of which has been much complained of, 
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we saw great piles of useful buildings. These 
were not constructed without cost. The present 
establishment there, in addition to store-houses, 
&c., consists of an extensive forgery, where all 
the iron work for the navy is done, a lead foun- 
dry, a brass foundry, where articles are made out 
of worn out old metals, which otherwise would be 
of no use. Il was desirous, both for my own in- 
formation as well as that of the House, to pro- 
cure an account of the work done at the navy 
yard, to compare it with the expense—for that is 
the only way of fairly estimating the value of the 
establishment; but the time alloted to us during 
this session is not sufficient to attain that object, 

Some facts I will also mention, which, though 
not from an official source, are known to me as 
matter of fact, viz: that the vessels now in ser. 
vice have been lately repaired in so complete a 
manner that they are worth more than when 
they were built. The President, the United 
States, the Chesapeake, Essex, John Adams. and 
others, were repaired at the navy yard at this 
ee besides the Congress, now repairing. There 

ave been several small vessels also built here. 
In short, I believe that since the establishment of 
the navy yard here, there has been but one vesse| 
repaired anywhere but at this yard. The Con- 
stitution was repaired at Boston. When we 
come to get the account of the expenses of that 
ship’s repairs, and compare them with the ex- 
penses of repair at the navy yard in this city, we 
shall know how to appreciate that object. A full 
examination of it would, I feel convinced, en- 
tirely reconcile us to the great amount apparently 
expended here. A remark made by the gentle 
man from Connecticut (Mr. Dana) here applies 
with great force: that it was indispensably neces 
sary to economy that there should be system and 
order; and how shall we accomplish that object 
but by regularly established navy yards? Can 
you have economy when you go into market to 
bid for what you want? Can you except sys- 
tem and order unless you pay for it? -You can- 
not. Money is well laid out if it be done with 
honesty and integrity, to pay for system and reg- 
ularity. 

I did not yet mention one particular fact on 
the subject of naval equipments, which I should 
have done, in the article of sail cloth, making at 
immense difference in the expenditure of 179! 
and 1809. The gentlemen acquainted with the 
prices at these times could inform the Committe: 
that the difference in the prices of sail duck 1: 
somewhere about 100 per cent. 

I will mention another fact: that although the 
President has power to employ 5,000 seamen, hie 
has employed but 2,700 men, who have received 
bounties. Sound economy would authorize the 
retaining them a few months longer, till we come 
here again in the fall, till we know whether it be 
proper to disband them or not. 

Although friendly toa naval force, I am not for 
keeping up any great naval force when there is 00 
appearance of danger. At the present evil ume, 
when everything is uncertain, 1 am not for giv- 
ing up one single atom of defence. If gentlemen 
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will but cast their eyes along our seacoast, and | sufficient to man three frigates, &c., was struck 
jook at our unprotected waters, at the situation of | out—ayes 60. 
my particular district, they would like me feel| The next amendment made by the Committee 
the necessity of some floating security; they | was to insert “ Washington” among the navy 
would feel the value of that peace of mind neces- | yards to be retained. 
sary to me and to my constituents. With these The following were the yeas and nays on con- 
observations I shall dismiss the subject. currence with the Committee: 

Some further remarks were made by Mr. Ma- Yras—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 


con and Mr. Ranvowpn. ; Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
The question was stated on concurrence with enridge, John Brown, Joseph Calhoun, John Camp- 
the Committee of the Whole in striking out sO | bell, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, Orchard Cook, Jas. 
much of the bill as directs the unconditional sale Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, Williarn Find- 
of all the frigates but three. ley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Mr. Ranvovpa called for the yeas and nays on | Gardner, David 8. Garland, Benjamin Howard, Jacob 
this question, considering it the pith and marrow | Hufty, Robert Jenkins, Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, 
of the business; and as the vote would show who | Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, John 
were the Navy and who the anti-Navy men in | Love, Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Mari- 
the House. on, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William 
Mr. Smite said it would be remembered that | Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas 
his object in voting to strike out this part of the | Moore, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, John Porter, 
bill was to introduce the amendment he had of-| John Rhea of Tennessee, John Roane, Erastus Root, 
fered in Committee of the Whole, viz: to place Ebenezer Sage, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, George 
the Navy on the same footing as in 1806 Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, John Taylor, 
elon. * , John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, 

The following were the votes on concurrence | Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 


with the Committee in striking out so much of| James Wilson, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. 
the bill as relates to the frigates—yeas 76, nays | —5s, 


32: Nars—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel 

Yxas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, | Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
David Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, James!| Butler, William Chamberlin, Matthew Clay, James 
Breckenridge, John Brown, Robert Brown, William | Cochran, Samuel W. Dana, Joseph Desha, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John | Ely, James Emott, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
Campbell, William Chamberlin, John Clopton, Or- wyn, Thomas R. Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. 
chard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard | Haven, Daniel Heister, Richard M. Johnson, William 
Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, James Emott, Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Vincent Matthews, Archibald 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gan-| McBryde, Samuel McKee, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 
nett, Gideon Gardner, David 8S. Garland, Thomas | §, Mumford, Thomas Newton, Timothy Pitkin, jun., 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Thomas R. Gold, Wil- | Blisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John 
liam Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Benjamin Howard, | Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Thomas 
Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Richard M.| Sammons, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, 
Johnson, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. | Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob 
Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, | Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Jabez Upham, Robert Weak- 
see mann mane Lyle, Vincent Matthews, Archibald ley, and Robert Whitehill—46. 

cBryde, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, . : 
Willis Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, | ae roo nevy. yard at Washington is among 
Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon S. Mum- those to be retained. . 
ford, John Nicholson, Joseph Pearson, John Porter, The next amendment was to strike out the 
Josiah Quincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias | Section of the bill which reduces the Marine 
Richards, John Roane, Erastus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Corps to two companies. ; 
Thomas Sammons, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Mr. RanDoLpa said on recurring to the docu- 
Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, John Stanley, | ments he found the price of the ration in 1800 to 
John Thompson, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, | have been 28 cents, whilst in the last year it was 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, | but 20: so that rations were now nearly a third 
James Wilson, Richard Winn, Robert Witherspoon. | cheaper than they were nine years ago, and the 

Nars—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Daniel | difference in the expenses of the Naval Establish- 
Blaisdell, Matthew Clay, Howell Cobb, James Coch- | ment was, therefore, the more unaccountable. I 
ran, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, Daniel had also taken it for granted, said Mr. R., that 
Heister, James Holland, Jacob Hufty,Nathaniel Macon, | my colleague (Mr. Basser) was right in his 
Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Jonathan O. Moseley, | statement of the seamen’s wages being only 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, John Ran- | eight dollars per month. But, sir, here is a 


dolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Adam Seybert,| statement on the subject—and I only wish that 


Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard | jn the estimate of last year we had had the same 


Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin | yaluable details as there are in the estimate of 
| the year 1800—for the estimate in relation to the 


Tallmadge, John Taylor, Jabez Upham, Robert Weak- 


ley; Laban Wheaton, and Robert Whitehill. Navy Department for the last year is most shame- 


So that part of the bill was struck out. | fully deficient, as I could demonstrate if the 
The first section, which requires the dismissal | House had time and patience and I had lungs. 
of all the seamen in service, except so many as | I find that there is in this estimate of 1800 a 
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minute and detailed statement of every item of ronage—yes, sir, we heaped a great deal of op. 


expense, Instead of the wages being eight doi- : 


lars then and twelve now, as my colleague has 
been told, the pay was then for able-bodied sea- 
men seventeen dollars per month, ordinary sea- 
mn twelve, and boys eight; so that this saviog in 
the pay does not account for the monstrous dif- 
ference. I have not time to examine into the 
article of duck, but I believe the gentleman’s 
duck will not swim any more than the rest of 
his arguments. 

I trust, sir, that the House will not agree to 
the report of the committee for this reason. Re- 
ferring to these documents, I discover that in 
1800, when we had nearly 8,000 seamen, we had 
890 marines; and in the year 1809, when we have 
only 2,700 seamen employed, we have agreeably 
to estimate précisely the same number of 890 
marines. It would appear that something has 
taken place to render this species of force pecu- 
liarly valuable, or that these gentlemen possess 
a very successful art of keeping in, of not going 
out with others. And, sir, when I recollect the 
statements which I have heard on this floor and 
the sources whence some of them have probably 
been derived, Iam not at all surprised that this 
navy yard and this Pretorian camp, and every- 
thing connected with it, should keep up to the 
old height when everything else has diminished. 
Eight hundred and ninety men! Call them 900, 
and you have one marine for every three seamen. 
I have no doubt, if the House act on the princi- 
ple on which they have done heretofore, that we 
shall have very polite assurances that these men 
are of the greatest imaginable service and have 
wrought wonders in defence of the country, but 
I cannot for my soul understand how this spe- 
cies of force goes to quiet the mind of my col- 
league or of his constituents on the Chesapeake. 

I have done my duty on this subject. sir. 
From whatever motive, of that motive I am 
alone the human judge. I have acted the part 
of a real friend to the Administration of this 
Government. Like my friend from North Caro- 
lina, I belong to that “faction” whieh brought 
him from a minority to a majority on the very 
ground I now occupy. I have heard before of a 
people being their own worst enemies—bat what 
shall we say to an assertion that persons selected 
from the people for their wisdom and discretion, 
should be their own worst enemies? Is it to the 
interest of the Administration that these abuses 
should continue, and that loans and taxes should 
be resorted to to cover them? Who, sir, are the 
true friends—I do not speak of motives—who in 
fact are the true friends of Administration? Those 
who move to abolish and retrench, or those who 
persevere in keeping up such establishments and 
resort to loans and taxes to defray the expense 
ofthem? Are you willing that any part of the 
loan authorized by the act which unhappily 
passed this House this morning should be bor- 
rowed for the purpose of keeping up as many 
marines as were deemed necessary in 1800, for 
treble the amount of naval foree—and we then 
said it was a Government of profusion and pat- 


probrium and many hard epithets onit. Iam 
just as tired now of maintaining idlers, and dis. 
solute idlers too, out of the proceeds of my pro- 
perty as | was when I first came into Congress— 
and I care not whether, it be under the Adminis. 
tration of a President called Republican, or of a 
man called a Federalist. I could repeat the 
very words then used. I do say that I never see 
one of those useless drones in livery crawling on 
the face of the earth that my gorge does not rise— 
that. I do not feel sick. I see no reason why we 
should not maintain sturdy beggars in rags a; 
well as beggars of another description in tinsel, 
I have as much respect as any one for the man 
who risks his life in his country’s service—and | 
have shown it; but the man who has drawn on 
a livery and quartered himself on the public be- 
cause he has not sufficient pagneity to get a 
living elsewhere, I will not foster. The change 
may be rung to the end of time—gentlemen may 
talk about pounds, shillings, and pence, as longas 
they please, but these men shall never have a 
single cent of money with my consent. I wish 
every ploughman in the country could eome ani 
see these people, keeping equipages, living insplen- 
dor, in palaces almost—I hardly know five men in 
Virginia who could afford to live in such a house 
if their fathers had left it to them, much less if 
they had it to build, as some of these people 
occupy at the public cost. But because this pro- 
position for reduction is made by a somebody. 
the cut of whose face or the cat of whose coat 
we do not like, we are to go on maintaining 
these locusts for spite. It is» impossible to pre- 
vent the people from reading this. It may be 
said these are Federal lies. Ten years ago the 
same things were said to be Democratic lies; 
but they were tested by the most enlightened 
among the peers and found to be truth—even 
the story of Jonathan Robbins was then all a 
Democratic lie. You are to keep up the same 
number of marines that Mr. Adams kept up, but 
you maintain them at one fourth greater expense, 
when nota man who hears me can pretend to 
designate the service they perform. I know you 
may be told these marines may be useful on ship- 
board, which, however, has no relation to the 
question before the House. The question is, 
how many marines are necessary, and in whai 
batties are they employed? Recollect, sir, tha‘ 
in this estimate of the expenses of these marines. 
the Pretorian camp erected for their accommo- 
dation is not taken into question—nor do I be- 
lieve there is a man in the House who can gues: 
within a hundred thousand dollars what it has 
cost. I cannot—I do not even know the author- 
ity under which it was built. I suppose it was 
erected, like some other public buildings, with- 
out law, by authority unknown tothe law. Yes. 
sir, and this is the place for Aaron Barr and 
such choice spirits. When they wish to turn us 
out of the House, where do they look but to men 
who are incarcerated and would run away at 4 
bare invitation, much more would follow a mili- 
tary leader to plunder, to office, to cordons and 
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ions Of honor? I cannot consent to retain 
them. I feel indignant—I feel mortified at the 
conduct of that part of the House of Representa- 


tives ealling itself Republican—because I believe, 


sir, that the hint given by my worthy friend 
from North Carolina, has been taken by the gen- 
tlemen of another denomination, and they have 
thrown their weight so equally on both sides as 
to poise the balance—they have worked a sort of 
political equation there. Yes, sir, we must have 


fifty per cent. increase of the present ad valorem 


2 NBs AERO I~ 


taxes, and an additional third upon molasses 
and brown sugar, upon the articles on which 
the poorest families on the seaboard make their 
daily meal—and in return we shall have'a man, 
the texture of whose coat, whether homespun or 
imported, you cannot tell for the gold lace with 
which it is covered, and an establishment of 
marines at an expense of more than two hundred 
thousand dollars—and whom to protect? To 
protect the constituents of my worthy colleague, 
in the enjoyment of their peace of mind? When 
you consider in what manner every claim of 
merit is treated in this House—when you con- 
sider the poverty and misery in which thousands 
and tens of thousands of the people of the United 
States live, from whose earnings you daily take 
a part, 1 hope you will pause and reflect before 
you dispose of one doit of this sum on such ob- 
jects. by, sir, should a poor man laboring 
out of doors not be suffered to take his breakfast 
or give it to his children without paying a tax 
to the Government, in order that the man who 
does not labor, and whose head is of no more use 
to the community than his arms, should live in 
idleness ? 

But, unfortunately for myself, I have been 
here too long—I have seen the profits made by 
individuals with no other visible resources than 
the cheese parings and candle-ends of the Gov- 
ernment; and it has got to that now that every 
branch of our establishments has become a de- 
partment—we have almost got a door-keeping 
department not only in this House but elsewhere. 
But all I have said is wrong, very wrong—we 
are all Republicans, all Federalists—all is right— 
this is all an idle clamor, made to effect a given 
purpose. Sir, I might go on and compare these 
two books of 1800 and 1809, and take up every 
item of expense, military, naval, or civil—the 
civil branch of the Army as well as the military, 
the civil as well as the naval branch of the Navy— 
they are all, all alike. 
of 1800 


{ 


| 
| 
| 
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and for this undoubtedly the good people, the 
fishermen of Marblehead, and the planters of 
Virginia, will be proud to pay $260,000. But 
this is all right—it is all Republicanism! All 
Federalism ! 

Mr. W. Atston spoke in favor of reducing 


| them, and Messrs. Lyon, McKim, Basserr, and 


Dana, against it. 

The question on concurring with the Commit- 
tee in striking out this section was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 49, nays 43, as follows: 

Yeas—William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Adam 
Boyd, James Breckenridge, John Brown, William 
Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, John Clop- 
ton, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, James 
Emott,William Findley, Gideon Gardner, Thomas R. 
Gold, William Hale, Nathaniel A. Haven, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, junior, Matthew Lyon, 
Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Mil- 
nor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon 8S. 
Mumford, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Josiah 
Quincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, John Roane, Eras- 
tus Root, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, George 
Smith, John Stanley, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
James Wilson, and Robert Witherspoon. 

Nars—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Robert Brown, Mat- 
thew Clay, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, John Dav- 
enport, junior, William Ely, Meshack Franklin, David 
S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Daniel Heister, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
William Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Thomas Moore, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, John Randolph, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Samuel 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Samuel Smith, 
Richard Stanford, Jacob Swoope, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, George M. Troup, 
Jabez Upham, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, 
Robert Whitehill, and Richard Winn. 


So the section for reducing the marines was 
stricken out. 

A motion having been made by Mr. Ranpvotra 
to amend the bill so as to disband the master com- 
mandants now belonging to the Navy. 

Mr. McKim said he should like to know the 
gentleman’s reason for getting rid of them. The 
gentleman had appealed to the House to know 
why they would retain them? The onus pro- 
bandi, however, lays with the gentleman himself. 


In this book (the estimate | He ought to show why they should be dismissed. 
is such a detailed statement that the | Mr. McK. said he did not like to vote in the dark. 


value of every ration is stated, and the amount | His vote given without knowledge might derange 


of force in detail. 
estimate of last year? 
you have some three or four pages. 


What have we here, in the | the whole system. He hoped the gentleman from 
In relation to the Navy ; Virginia, (Mr. Ranpotea,) from his extensive 
I really had | knowledge on the subject, would favor them with 


not a conception, till I came to examine it, that | the reasons why these men should be dismissed. 


there could be such a difference between the 


Mr Boyp said he did not rise to make a long 


estimates of 1800 and 1809. But if I am over- | speech, but to tell the House that he felt much 


ruled, which | think highly probable from the 
appearance of things, we shall have the satisfac- 
tion, in case I return here next year, and Messrs. 
Pepin and Breschard give their attendance, of a 
fine band of music to entertain the audience— 


imposed upon by the comparisons made between 
the late and Federal Administrations. If I were 
to do all this, said he, I might get into the news- 
papers and make believe that 1 am the first man 
in the nation; but I take things as I find them. 
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The former Administration may have acted right- 
ly in their day; but reason is to guide us. Sir, 
is it parliamentary, is it genteel, or agreeable to 
common sense, that an Sondend and forty mea 
should sit here listening. to what one man says, 
and he having recourse to papers in every one’s 
reach? I had rather consult the papers for my- 
self: for I should not garble them, taking just 
what suited me, but should read the whole. No 
doubt gentlemen do what they think answers their 
own purpose and I what answers mine; and my 
purpose is the good of the nation. If a larger 
navy was necessary, I should vote for it; if an 
army of thirty thousand men was wanted, I should 
vote for it. Sir, have weno rights to defend ? 
There never has been a time, in my opinion, since 
the Government was formed, that so preposterous 
a proposition was offered as this one to reduce 
the Army and Navy at this time—for what? 
Are the orders and decrees altered? I understand 
all Spain is in a state of blockade. For what 
have you given money to build fortifications? 
Pounds, shillings, and pence, are the order of the 
day—we sell a little tobacco, a little cotton—and 
our independence goes to wreck. But gentlemen 
even on their own principles go to work the wrong 
way. . If they submit to geta little this year, they 
will get less the next, depend upon it. I think it 
my duty to speak in this open manner—not to 
please gentlemen, but for my country’s good. 
Mr. Ranpovpu said in reply to the gentleman 
from Maryland, who wished to know why he 
wanted to get rid of the masters commandant, 
that it was because there never had been a reason 
assigned in this House for their creation. The 
act which established them had come from the 
other House at the end of a session; it had not 
originated in this House, and he had never heard 
a reason assigned in favor of them—and he had 
no knowledge that the public service had suffered 
from the want of them during the whole of Mr. 
Adams’s Administration, and more especially not 
from the 4th of March, 1801, to April 1806. That 
gentlemen who voted against the proposition to 
reduce the Army and Navy, said he, should vote 
against my amendment is nothing more than nat- 
ural; and I suppose if those averse to reduction 
had been put on the committee, we should have 
had no such bill reported. If gentlemen who 
voted for the general proposition that it is expe- 
dient to reduce the Army and Navy are willing 
tobe held up as bowing the knee to foreign Powers, 
let it be sv. They were a large and certainly 
not disrespectable majority. I feel no sensibility 
on the subject. The Heese may actas it pleases; 
in whatsoever manner it may act, it will not af- 
fect my vote or conduct. I stand here, as I al- 
ways have done, and always will do, on ground 
independent of all party considerations. If this 
amendment be submission to the belligerents, 
what is the proposition of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Smiviz,) which isacknowledg- 
ed to go further in reduction than the bill as first 
reported? It is in vain to oppose a reduction of 
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What resistance do they afford against their de- 
crees or confiscation? Have they taken a single 
man out of a ship of war or one man out of the 
dungeons of Paris or Arras? This is as plain 4 
question of expediency as whether you will alter 
the time of holding the courts of the State of 
Maryland or any other question. Mr. R. had 
however some expectations that they should 
have some war speeches on this occasion, and 
they had had them accordingly. They had heard 
some on the general proposition for reduction, and 
one this morning from the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Raga) on the bill. Was it proposed 
now to declare war? Was it believed that tie gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr Smivie) was dis- 
posed to submit to the belligerents? That the gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House were di- 
vided on thatsubject, as they were upon thequestion 
of the reduction of the Navy? Was the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr Quincy), who represent- 
ed the town of Boston, so strenuous an advocate 
at this moment for war (and he supposed espe- 
cially for war with England) that he was obliged 
to oppose a reduction on that ground? Was the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Key) who rep- 
resented the adjacent district, in the same bellig- 
erenttemper? Did he too oppose this proposition 
on the ground of resisting the belligerents or of 
making war with England? The very moment 
any political touch-stone was brought to test the 
objections to the bill which the committee had 
offered, they dissolved at once, and the opposition 
to it resolved itself into the principle of old Fed- 
eralism. It was nothing else. It was office! 
patronage! expenditure of public money! Ani 
hence it was said (and for no other cause whai- 
ever) that these strange votes were seen. T'he 
gentleman from Connecticut, perhaps the only 
member or one of the very few on that side o/ 
the House who had a seat on this floor during 
the Administration of Mr. Adams, opposed the 
bill because, as he had told the House, he prefer- 
red his old principles—they had triumphed over 
his recent disgust, though even he acknowledged 
that great abuses had taken place. The gentle- 
man had declared that he would stick to his old 
principles; and I, said Mr. Ranpotpen, am for 
sticking to mine; and my two friends from North 
Carolina (Messrs. Macon and Sranrorp) who 
were also members under Mr Adams’s Adminis- 
tration, stick to their old principles, and | will 
venture to say will never relinquish them. | 
has not effected a change in the gentleman from 
Connecticut, that he and his friends are out, nor 
a change in my friends from North Carolina—| 
will not say that they are in power, for of that 
they have not much to boast; but that their friends 
are in power. And why should this clamor be 
raised on the question whether you will or will 
not make a formal renunciation of the old articles 
of political faith? Although, on reconsideration, 
perhaps I have no cause to be surprised, and ought 
to pardon gentlemen. It is a situation in which 
no man likes to be placed, to be brought up and 











the Army and Navy on the ground of submission. | compelled either to forego present gratification 
Gentlemen should prove that they are resistance. | or make a formal renunciation, something like the 
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christian at Algiers, who hesitates whether he 
will put on the turban and share the plunder of 
the day, or consent to abide by those principles 
which he received from his parents and from 
heaven. No doubt there are many who would 
infinitely prefer to slip over or slide under this 
question ; and I am therefore glad, sir, that the 
decision of the Chairman has enabled me to pre- 
sent the chalice to their lips and compel them to 
swallow it to the dregs 

Mr. Raea said that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia held no obnoxious cup to him ; for he should 
vote against the gentleman with thegreatest imag- 
inable pleasure. As toall that had been said about 
patronage, it had no weight with him. Hehadno 
relation in office, nor did he ever expect to have 
one. He had no object in view but the well-being 
and safety of the nation. He was unwilling to 
give the least evidence of a determination to re- 
linquish any kind of opposition (though it was 
scarcely apparent) to the wrongful doings of other 
nations against the United States. He had made 
no war speech ; if he had intended that, he should 
have made rather a different speech from any the 
House had heard from him yet. If they went 
on in this way he said they would hold out an in- 
ducement to all the marauders in the universe to 
come and plunder the trade of the United States 
as they pleased. He repeated that he did not 
make war speeches; but he thought our situation 
required a war speech against somebody—he 
would notsay who. We have indeed, said he. had 
sufficient provocation for war; and I say now, as I 
have said often before, that had we taken a proper 
stand at a former time, the United States would 
have avoided all their present difficulties. Butso 
long as we go on as we have gone, and encourage 
a peace in war and a war in peace, so long as the 
Federalists teach us to acquiesce in all the iniqui- 
tous decrees of the belligerents, so long will our 
difficulties continue. I shall vote to continue the 
Navy, and I hope that this proposition, and any 
other to reduce the Naval Establishment, will be 
negatived ; for on this establishment depends the 
protection of our maritime border, and safety of 
the people upon and near it. It may be said that 
land my constituents are safe, but I will act for 
others who are not so. 

Mr. Dana congratulated the House that the 
only point of controversy now with gentlemen 
who had heretofore complained so loudly of Fed- 
eralism, was, that in coming up tothe mark of 
Federalism they should not doit with so much vi- 
olence as to go beyond it. He thought it would 
be well if our relative expenditures could be 
brought back to the worst year of Mr. Adams’s 
Administration, and our measures as to foreign 
affairs to the first eight years of the Federal Ad- 
ministration, which, when it resolved, did it so 
sincerely and so unalterably. He congratulated 
the nation that it was no longer an argument 
against a measure that it had been adopted by 
those called Federalists; he rejoiced that this 
slang of party was scouted from the House—that 
it was no longer a piece of artillery successfully 
wielded on all sides. He hoped it would forever 
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be dismissed, and that gentlemen, convinced of 
their error, would come up and place their recan- 
tation on record. If for the same sum as was 
expended for those objects by the Federal Ad- 
ministration they could obtain the same number 
of fighting men on land and water, he thought 
they would make an extremely good bargain, 
when compared with the state of things which 
now existed. Until this session he said he had 
been unapprized of the enormities of expendi- 
ture in the Navy Department for so little effect; 
that there had been so much of waste and so 
much done instrumental to the extension of pa- 
tronage. He wished it however to be understood 
that he deemed it essential that those who com- 
pose the main body of the Army and Navy, those 
on whom the brunt of the battle falls, those who 
stand in the front of danger, should be well paid, 
well fed, and well clad, in such a manner that 
one need not blush to see them on parade appear- 
ing like the ragged recruits of Sir John Falstaff. 
When he saw the soldier placed in this unfortu- 
nate situation, and the squalid unfortunate troops 
pointed at as objects of pity, and when this situ- 
ation was the result of a want of attention in 
those who had the care of them, he could scarcely 
give utterance to his indignation. 

Mr. D. said he did not feel disposed to diminish 
the number of fighting men afloat at the present 
time ; though he was not influenced at all by the 
resolution which the House had passed not to sub- 
mit. He had sometimes thought that they had 
passed too mapy resolutions to be resolute. No, 
sir, said he, if, when we were insulted on the wa- 
ter; if, when a British squadron remained in our 
waters in defiance of our Jaws, we had made use 
of our navy, our officers and men would have 
done their duty ; butit was then deemed more ex- 
pedient to deal in paper than in powder and shot. 
I feel that we have gone far enough, and too far, 
in the downhill course of debasement ; by much 
too far. I would dismiss all this parade of words. 
I really would cease to think to terrify the French 
or British nation by them. Although those na- 
tions have hated each other for years, they look 
up to each other with reverence, because they 
know that victory would be glorious. I wish too, 
that we should proceed in such a manner as that 
our actions should not wear the appearance of 
gasconade, and that we should march up to the 
works with a steady eye. I think, sir, that the 
population and strength of the United States and 
their commercial capital being augmented, it 
may be proper, after a lapse of ten years, to 
have a Peace Establishment somewhat extended 
beyond the former; and I am therefore against so 
great a reduction as is proposed. 

On motion, the House then adjourned—41 to 
38—at six o’clock, after a sitting of eight hours. 





Trorspay, April 26. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, presented a bill confirming the decis- 
ions of the Commissioners in favor of the claim- 
ants of land in the district of Kaskaskia; which 











1987 HISTORY OF 


H. or R. 





William Short—Post Office. 





CONGRESS. 


1988 








was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and | the only question in dispute. The Legislature 


read the third time to-morrow. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee made on the twenty-second inst., 
on the letter from William Lambert; and the 
resolution therein contained being again read, | 
was concurred in by the House, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That, for the purpose of collecting the 
decisions of order which have occurred in the House 
of Representatives of the United States, and for ar- 
ranging the same, that William Lambert have, in the 
recess of Congress, free access to the Journals of this 
House; that he be permitted to take a printed copy to 
his lodgings, giving receipt therefor ; and that he may | 
have the use of any Parliamentary forms from the Li- | 
brary, giving the usual receipt.” 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be 
discharged from the consideration of all the peti- 
tions and other papers referred to them during the 
present session, which have not been specially re- 
ported on. 

Mr. Bre presented a memorial of the Legisla- | 
ture of Georgia, on the subject of a dispute sub- 
sisting between that State and the State of North | 
Carolina, in relation to boundary. He said it was | 
not his intention to press the affair upon the at- | 
tention of the House at so late a period of the 
session. His purpose for the present was barely 
to lay the memorial and accompanying docu- | 
ments upon the table. It will be recollected, said | 
he, that, by the articles of agreement and cession 
entered into in 1802 between the United States | 
and the State of Georgia, the United States ced- 
ed to Georgia a tract of country lying south of 
the 35th degree of north latitude, between the 
States of North Carolina, South Carolina, and | 
Tennessee, and were bound to pay twelve hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, in consideration 
for her Western lands. Soon after that agree- 
ment was confirmed, the Surveyor General of | 
Georgia was directed to ascertain the 35th degree, 
whieh being done accordingly the Legislature 
extended the laws of the State to the inhabitants 
within the boundary thus ascertained. North 
Carolina believing that the 35th degree had not 
been correctly ascertained by the Surveyor Gen- | 

| 














eral of Georgia, continued to exercise jurisdic- 
tion over the territory. Commissioners were 
appointed on the part of each State, to unite in 
ascertaining the point; and, having discharged 
the duty assigned to them, their report was 
agreed to by North Carolina, but rejected by 
Georgia, under an impression, arising from vari- 
ous circumstances, that the observations were not 
correctly taken. A proposition was then made 
on the part of Georgia that Commissioners 
should be again appointed, for the purpose of re- 
moving all doubt upon the subject, which has 
been rejected by North Carolina. 
the dispute ; and the unpleasant condition of the 
eople, under the conflicting laws of the two 

tates, must be obvious to every man. The me- 
morial asks the interposition of Congress, that 
some ag person may be authorized to ascer- 
tain the 35th degree of north latitude, which is 


of Georgia feel authorized to make this request 


from the consideration that the United States are 
bound to put the State in rene possession of 
the country they have sold. 

Mr. Mitnor moved a resolution, which was 
varied in its terms on the suggestion of Messrs. 
‘vrs Aston and StTan.ey, and agreed to as fol- 
ows: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the propriety of making an appropriation by law 
to defray the expenses incurred under the authority of 
the House of Representatives by the committee ap- 

inted to inquire into the state of the Army of the 

Jnited States and also of the committee appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of Brigadier General James 
Wilkinson. 


Mr. Bacon reported a bill further to alter and 
amend the act providing for taking the third census 
of the United States (so as to require the collec- 
tion of information respecting the state of Amer- 
ican manufactures by the persons taking the cen- 
sus.) The bill was twice read and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


WILLIAM SHORT. 


The following letter was received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury : 
‘Treasury Derartment, April 26, 1810. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report, in obe- 
dience to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 23d instant. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Hon. Srraxer or tHe Hovse. 


Treasury Department, April 25, 1810. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23) 
instant, respectfully reports: 

That William Short has not received from the Trea- 
sury any sum of money whatever for outfit or compen- 
sation as Minister or agent from the United States to 
the Court of St. Petersburg. 

That it appears by the accounts of the bankers oi 
the United States, at Amsterdam, an extract whereof 
is hereunto annexed, that he did, between the 16th day 
of March, and the 30th day of June, 1809, receive from 
the said bankers 9,946 guilders, equal to $3,978 40 cts. 
which payments were made out of the sums remitted 
to them for the purpose of defraying the expenses in- 
cident to the intercourse with foreign nations. 

And that the disbursements made by the said banker: 
out of that fund being always made in conformity with 
the instructions they may receive from the Department 
of State, no evidence exists in the Treasury Depart: 
ment of the particular authority or authorities under 
which the payments above mentioned were made. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 


The communication was referred to the Com- 


Thus rests | mittee of Ways and Means. 


POST OFFICE: 


The House took up for consideration the repor! 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill regulating the 
Post Office Establishment. The amendment of 
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the Senate, to which the House had refused to 
agree, was to strike out the words “ by water,” 
the eflect of which was to leave the law in rela- 
tion to letters carried by packets, &c. precisely as 
it has always been heretofore. 

Mr. Ruea moved that the House adhere to its 
disagreement to the amendment. 

The adherence was advocated by Messrs. Raga, 
Boyp, and Smitie,and opposed by Messrs. Gotp, 
Sranvey, ard Tayvor. 

The House refused to adhere—yeas 15, and 
agreed to recede from their disagreement. 

So the bill only requires the signature of the 
President to become a law. 


REDUCTION OF THE NAVY. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business. 

Mr. Smiuie moved the foilowing as a substitute 
for the sections stricken out: 


“And further, that the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to keep in actual service 
as many of the frigates and other public armed vessels as 
in his judgment the nature of the service may require, 
and to cause the residue to be laid up in ordinary in 
convenient ports: Provided, the whole number of offi- 
cers and seamen shall not exceed that fixed by the act 
‘in addition to the act, supplementary to the act, pro- 
viding for the Naval Peace Establishment, and for 
other purposes,’ passed the 2lst day of April, 1806.” 

Mr. 8. spoke in support of his motion, and re- 
marked that it would produce a saving in the next 
year’s expenditure of near a million of dollars. 

Mr. Bacon, after observing that the amendment 
now offered would go to reduce the number of 
seamen in service to two hundred and ninety-five, 
a number smaller than that authorized by the bill 
as Originally reported, as it would not man more 
than one frigate, three armed vessels, and the 
twenty-two gunboats at New Orleans, moved to 
amend the section by including also the seamen 
(five hundred additional) authorized by the act 
of the 3d day of Mareh, 1807. 

Mr. Ruea said that this proposition amounted 
to just the same as the original bill, as respected 
the number of men to be employed. He asked 
whether it was proper.to ask this House to do 
(in other words to be sure,) that which they had 
the day before refused to do. This was no time 
for those who voted to increase the Navy to vote 
to reduce it. What reason had been given for 
such a course? Gentlemen had said that they 
believed if nobody attacked us, we should attack 
nobody, and that, therefore, we should have no 
war. Gentlemen might have some internal evi- 
dence, incomprehensible to him, that we should 
continue in a state of peace, or might have some 
reasons evident to themselves; but unless these 
reasons were communicable, Mr. R. said he 
could not consent to the amendment. They had 
been told that there was no such thing as a dis- 
position in this House to go to war. How had 
this indisposition for war got into the House? 
Mr. R. could not account for this dread of war. 
He said he had not the least disposition to give 
evidence of submission to foreiga Powers by put- 
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ting down the small naval force we have; for 
doing so would evinee our apathy and indisposi- 
tion to protect our rights. If we go on in this 
manner, said he, we shall be the prey of every 
picaroon on the ocean. We shall become a 
prey to our black neighbors of St. Domingo. 
For what reason are we to subject even our 
coasters to plunder and abuse? Tosave money! 
Why, sir, if we do it we shall be plundered to 
an amount sufficient to fit out a little navy. At 
least let us defend ourselves against these black 
people of St. Domingo. We shall have nothing 
to prevent the barbarian cruisers from coming on 
our coast, and there is hostility enough in Europe 
against us to set those people, as well as the 
cruisers from St. Domingo, against us. The re- 
duction will not comport with the safety of the 
nation. The House has already declared by its 
vote that it will not sell any of the frigates. 
Will it contradict itself by taking away the sea- 
men? Now that our naval force consists of 
picked men and the very best officers, I am un- 
willing to disband them and pick up men just as 
they are wanted. I am utterly against any re- 
duction now, when we have no evidence of better 
times ; for we have no official information before 
us to that effect. 

Mr. Bassett said he was about to have proposed 
an amendment, but was prevented from so doing 
by Mr. Bacon’s. He wished to retain the first 
part of Mr. Smitie’s amendment, and to add to 
ita proviso that the number of seamen should not 
exceed two thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
three (the number now in service.) The effect 
of the amendment thus amended would be to 
give to the President an authority, whieh he has 
not now, to cause the frigates to be laid up at any 
time he thought proper. 

Mr. Tacimance spoke of the obscurity in which 
the amendment was involved by a reference to so 
many different laws. Hecould not vote for it, he 
said, unless he could understand it. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Bacon, Mr. Smiute 
modified his motion by making the proviso to 
read as follows: “ Provided, That the number 
of seamen and boys to be retained in service shall 
not exceed .” This blank Mr. Bacon pro- 
posed to fill with one thousand five handred. 

Mr. Ranpovpn said he was afraid, after the 
pledge that this House had given to reduce the 
Naval Establishment, that that pledge was not 
to be redeemed; that the whole business was to 
end in smoke, unless some pitiful, paltry retrench- 
ment, to the amount of a hundred thousand dol- 
lars, was made to enable them to swear by—to 
say here and out of doors, and to enable the pub- 
lic prints to say, that they had reduced the Naval 
Establishment. It is a matter of fact, said Mr. 
R., that when the Administration of Mr. Adams 
went out of power, they made the only reform 
which has ever taken place in the Naval Estab- 
lishment of the United States, and that at the 
succeeding session no reform was made. The 
act of the 3d of March, 1801, authorized the 
President. when the situation of public affairs in 
his judgment should render it expedient to cause 
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to be sold all the vessels of the Navy except the 
frigates United States, Constitution, President, 
Chesapeake, Philadelphia, Constellation, Con- 
‘New York, Boston, Essex, Adams, John 
dams, and General Greene ; and of that number 
the President was further authorized to lay up 
all except six. ‘To the vessels laid up were at- 
tached one sailing master, one boatswain, one 
gunner, one carpenter, and one cook, one sergeant 
or corporal, and eight marines, and from ten to 
twelve seamen, according to the size of the frig- 
ate. This was the act which we found alread 
passed when we came into power—I do not wis 
to be arrogant, but say we to save circumlocu- 
tion. By the same act were retained in service— 
mark that, sir—nine captains, thirty-six lieuten- 
ants,and one hundred and fifty midshipmen, to 
receive only half pay when not in actual service ; 
and the officers dismissed under that act (and 
a very considerable number they were) received 
four months pay in addition to their other emol- 
uments as a gratuity on quitting the public ser- 
vice. This is the act on which we proceeded; 
and under that act you will find that the ex- 
penses of the Navy amounted, in 1802, to $915- 
000. Well, sir, it seems we were then of opinion 
that even our predecessors had in one branch of 
reform gone far enough. It was not my opinion; 
but it was the opinion of a majority of this 
House and of the other. In 1803 the Preddest 
was authorized to buy or build four vessels. to 
carry not exceeding sixteen guns each, for the 
protection of our commerce in the Mediterranean, 
and towards this object $96,000 were appropri- 
ated. It was not until 1803 that any increase 
took place in the naval establishment left us (if 
the expression may be pardoned) by the Feder- 
alists. We had slept long enough, | suppose, on 
reform, and we made this little addition. But, 
sir, in the unfortunate year of 1806, the memora- 
ble year of the schism, as it is called, the year of 
non-importation-act memory, in that year when 
we had a war message against Spain on the 
table, and a message of a different character 
locked up in the drawer—in that year we passed 
an act which has been quoted, by which we re- 
pealed the second and fourth sections of the act 
to provide for the Naval Peace Establishment; 
that is to say, we undid the reform which had 
been carried into execution by our predecessors— 
with a very ill grace, 1 acknowledge, and at the 
very last time of asking, on the 3d of March, 
1801, late at night—it was a forced put, no doubt 
of it—we passed an act in which we repealed 
the second and fourth sections of that act, and 
added to the officers of the Navy as follows: in- 
stead’ of nine captains, to which number the 
Federal Administration had reduced them, and 
which number we believed for four years to be 
amply sufficient, we added five new captains— 
and yet we ought to recollect that in the interim 
between these two acts the frigate Philadelphia 
had been wholly lost, and another frigate (the 
General Greene) retained in service by the act 
of the 3d of March, 1801, worse than totally lost, 
as any one may see who will go and look at her 
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remains in the navy yard—so that the number of 
officers made by Congress in 1806 was in the 
inverse ratio to the number of ships, and, with 
two frigates less, we determined to have five 
captains more. This same act of April 2lst, 
1806, only doubled the number of lieutenants, 
The act of the 3d of March, 1801, reduced the 
number to thirty-six; the act of 1806 repealed 
that reduction and authorized the appointment 
of seventy-two lieutenants—it is true, sir, that 
the same act made no addition to the number of 
midshipmen, nor to the number of ordinary sea- 
men then in service. Then again the act of the 
3d of March, 1807, added to that number five 
hundred seamen, making the whole number of 
seamen 1,425. Subsequently they have been in- 
creased by the act of January 31, 1809, as the 
House knows, to 2,700—and an increase is au- 
thorized to the number of 5,000, with 300 ad- 
ditional midshipmen. I do hope that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, will be prepared to give the 
House some reason, when we Sose not added a 
single frigate to the number retained by the act 
of 1801, when we have even lost two of those 
retained by that act, when several others are al 
most in the last stage of decay, why we should 
require five captains more than the Federal Ad- 
ministration reguired for a greater number of 
vessels, and why we shou'd double the number 
of lieutenants? In other werds, why the number 
of officers should now be fixed agreeably to the 
act of April 21, 1806, rather than that of the 3d 
of March, 1801? Sir, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts has already demonstrated to the House, 
and I am thankful to him for it—I know with 
what authority any statement comes from that 
gentleman—that the real protection afforded to 
the constituents of my worthy colleague by the 
bill, as reported by the select committee, is 
greater than that afforded by the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania—that is to 
say, that it would keep a greater number of sea- 
men employed, with fewer officers to be sure, be- 
cause we retain only as many as we want. The 
efficient protection afforded by the bill as it 
originally stood is greater ata a ex pense—be- 
cause that branch of the naval service of which 
I have been compelled to present so hideous a 
picture to this House is left by the amendment 
untouched. My worthy colleague (Mr. Basser’) 
stated yesterday—and I confess it was quite 
novel to me; I felt so astonished at it as not only 
to be unable but absolutely to forget to reply 
to it—that before he left the Department, the 
ex-Secretary of the Navy had commenced a 
system of economy, which system it seems is 
now prosecuting with renovated vigor by the 
present Secretary—the mantle of Elijah has de- 
scended on the shoulders of his successor. I am 
sorry, sir, to differ with my worthy colleague on 
so many poinis; but I am really not sorry that 
circumstances have put it in my power to prove, 
from the most incontestible authority, that where 
I have the misfortune to differ from him, I am 
most indubitably supported by facts. Now, sir, 
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the first year’s expenditure under the late Secre- 
tary of the Navy was $915,000. Even in that 
ear the appropriation was exceeded, and we 
had to pass an appropriation bill to make up the 
deficit; and from that time to his going out of 
office, the expenditure of that Department has 
regularly increased. The second year, the ex- 
penditure was $1,246,000; the next year, 1,273 - 
000; the next year ae this was the year the 
Philadelphia was taken—she was taken about 
December, 1803, and that year, I believe, was 
about the most vigorous of the war) the expen- 
diture was 1,597,000; the next year, 1,649,000; 
the next year, 1,722,000; the next year, 1,884,000; 
the next, two millions and a half within a trifle. 
Now, sir, this is a specimen of such economy as 
does not suit my taste, nor, I believe, the taste of 
the people of this country. I believe it is in 
proof and in the recollection of every member of 
experience on this floor, that that Department has 
long ago passed into a proverb of prodigality 
and waste; and if my honorable colleague will 
give himself an opportunity to probe it, he will 
find such was the fact. With respect to the 
present Secretary of the Navy, I have the best 
reason to believe that, on his coming into office, 
he did take various steps to introduce reform 
into the civil branch of the department—in regu- 
lating and checking the pursers, for instance. 
Sir, a few days ago a bill was before this 
House for appropriating a small sum of $20,000 
to prevent the most precious archives not only 
that this country but that any other country pos- 
sesses, the evidence of the titles of our sities 
independence, the title-deeds of the great Ameri- 
can family, the great charters of our liberty, 
from destruction. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Smug) did on that occasion 
vehemently oppose this bill, and on this ground— 
the bill was brought in by a gentleman from 
assachusetts—Mr. Quincy) that though there 
was no impropriety perhaps in gentlemen on 
that side of the House voting for unnecessary 
expenditures of the public money, which, in the 
present unexampled state of the Treasury, might 
tend to embarrass the Government—a strange 
doctrine to be sure—yet it did not become him 
todo it. I do hope that the worthy gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, who could not find it in his 
heart to loosen the purse-strings of the nation for 
the purpose of preserving the valuable archives of 
the country, and which, if another fire should break 
out in the building at the otherend of the palace, 
between this time and the next session of Con- 
gress, might be irredeemably destroyed, for which 
those who were the cause of the destruction 
would have been answerable—if he would not 
vote money for this object, I hope he will not in- 
sist upon exceeding, in point of expense, as re- 
‘lates tothe Navy, the reform which our predeces- 
sors, the Federalists, made before they went out 
of office, which we accepted at their hands and 
were contented to practise on for four years, and 
not compel us to go into unnecessary and wanton 
expenses authorized by the act of April, 1806— 
when, I have no hesitation in making the asser- 
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tion, and am prepared to prove it, a material 
change was effected in the principles of those in 
Administration, such as I knew them, and such 
as they were practised upon for about the term 
of four years, when we began to find that pat- 
ronage was a very comfortable thing, that office 
was desirable, that navies were not the bugbear 
we had thought them, and that armies were very 
good depositaries for our friends and relatives 
and dependants who had no better resource. J, 
therefore, move to amend the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania so as to reduce the 
Navy to the standard of the act of 1801. 

This is indeed, said he, a novel situation in 
which I fiod myself—it is unprecedented. Little 
did I believe that the time would ever come 
when it would be my lot thus to press economy 
upon a Republican majority—to intreat that they 
would come down, not to any ideal or imaginary 
standard of perfection—not to any theoretical 
proposition of mine—but that in practice they 
would come down, on the subject of naval ex- 
penditure, to the standard established by their 
Federal predecessors: and that too when we 
have lost, as I stated before, the Philadelphia 
and General Greene, and when, I believe, the 
John Adams is in a condition that I will not at- 
tempt to describe—I understand this vessel is so 
cut down and metamorphosed that nobody knows 
what to make of her; that she retains nothing of 
her former character. When I make this mo- 
tion, sir, I do it with an intention of moving 
other amendments to other sections of the bill, 
so as to make the service of the United States 
in relation to the navy-yards and marine corps 
comport with the reduction which will have 
taken place, provided I have the good fortune to 
succeed. 


Mr. R. then moved to amend Mr. Smi.ie’s 
proposition by adding the following : 

‘‘And that the President shall retain in the Navy 
service of the United States nine captains, thirty-six 
lieutenants, and one hundred and fifty midshipmen, in- 
cluding those employed on board of the frigates and 
other armed vessels to be kept in service ; and that he 
be authorized to discharge all the other officers in the 
Navy service of the United States; but such of the 
aforesaid officers as shall be retained shall be entitled 
to receive no more than half their monthly pay during 
the time when they shall not be under orders for ac- 
tual service. And provided further, That all the com- 
missioners and warrant officers who shall be discharged 
as aforesaid shall be entitled to receive months 
pay over and above what may be due to them respec- 
tively at the time they were discharged.” 

Mr. Jounson expressed his hope that the 
House would come to some decision, without 
consuming more of the time of the House in de- 
bate. 

Mr. Site said he was seriously in favor of a 
reductivn in the Navy,and was therefore opposed 
to Mr. Ranpo.ea’s amendment to his amend- 
ment. 

After some further remarks of Messrs. Ran- 
potpw and Dana in favor of a reduction, and 
Messrs. McKim, Boyp, and Ruea of Tennessee 
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against it, the question was taken on Mr. Ran- 
POLPH’s motion to amend Mr. Smitie’s amend- 
ment,and negatived—yeas 36, nays 67, as follows: 

Yuas—Wm. W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, John 
Davenport, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Daniel 
Heister, James Holland, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. 
Johnson, William Kennedy, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Elisha 
R. Potter, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dan- 
iel Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John 
Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, John 
Taylor, Jabez Upham, Robert Weakley, and Laban 
Wheaton 

Nays—William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, Rob- 
ert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, Jo- 
seph Calhoun, John Campbell, John Clopton, Orchard 
Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
liam Findley, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, Da- 
vid S. Garland, Thos. Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Wil- 
liam Hale, Richard Jackson, junior, Walter Jones, 
Philip B. Key, Herman Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, 
jun., John Love, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Vincent 
Matthews, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Wm. Milnor, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Thomas Moore, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, 
Benjamin Pickman, junior, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
John Porter, Josiah Qnincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, 
John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Den- 
nis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Henry Southard, Samuel Taggart, John Thompson, 
Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Rob- 
ert Whitehill, James Wilson, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 


Mr. Bacon remarked that as Mr. Smiuie’s 
Motion now stood, it proposed to reduce the num- 
ber of men very much, without making any re- 
duction in the number of officers. This was not 
a state of things which he was desirous of pro- 
moting, and he suggested the following addition: 

** Provided, That the whole number of officers to be 
retained in service shall not exceed that fixed by the 
act entitled an act in addition to an act entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act providing for a Naval 
Peace Establishment and for other purposes,” passed 
the 21st day of April, 1806, nor the whole number of 
able-bodied seamen and ordinary seamen and boys the 
number of ——.” 

Mr. Satie accepted the modification as a part 
of his motion. 


Mr. Suerrey, after expressing his aversion to 
legislating by references to former laws, moved 
the following as a substitute for the provision 
contained in Mr. Smicie’s proposed amendment : 


** Provided, That the officers shall not exceed the 
following numbers and grades, that is to say ; thirteen 
captains, nine masters commandant, seventy-two lieu- 
tenants and midshipman; but the said officers 
shall receive no more than half their monthly pay du- 
ring the time when they shall not be under orders for 
actual service: And provided further, That the whole 
number of able-bodied seamen, ordinary seamen, and 





boys, shall not exceed fourteen hundred and twenty- 
five; but the President may appoint for the vessels in 
actual service so many surgeons, surgeons’ mates, sail- 
ing masters, chaplains, pursers, boatswains, gunners, 
and carpenters as may in his opinion be necessary and 
proper.’ 

After some observations from Mr. Montco- 
MERY. 

Mr. Mumrorp moved that the further consid- 
eration of the subject be postponed indefinitely, 
giving as a reason for it his aversion to making 
any reduction in the Navy in the present state of 
affairs. 


The motion was supported by Messrs. Van- 
Horn, Guoutson, and Rupa, of Tennessee, and 
opposed by Messrs. McKee. Smivie and Rav- 
pDoLPH, and lost—yeas 42, nays 57, as follows: 


Yras—William Anderson, David Bard, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, John Brown, Joseph Calhoun, 
John Clopton, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William 
Crawford, John Dawson, William Findley, Barzillai 
Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Walter Jones, Herman 
Knickerbacker, Joseph Lewis, jun., John Love, Mat- 
thew Lyon, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 
Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Thomas 
Newton, John Porter, John Rhea of Tennessee, John 
Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Dennis 
Smelt, George Smith, Henry Southard, John Thomp- 
son, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Archibald Van 
Horn, Richard Winn, and Robt. Witherspoon. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, William 
W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John Campbell, William 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, 
Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Samuel W. Dana, Jo- 
seph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, Meshack 
Franklin, William Hale, Daniel Heister, James Hol- 
land, Jacob Hufty, Robert Jenkins, Richard M. John- 
son, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Aaron Lyle, 
Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, 
Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, John Montgom- 
ery, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, John Nich- 
olson, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Tim- 
othy Pitkin, jun., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Eben- 
ezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smi- 
lie, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, 
Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, 
Killian K, Van Rensselaer, Robert Weakley, Robert 
Whitehill, and James Wilson. 


Mr. Newron then said he was anxious to do 
his duty ; but could not consent to stay here when 
one-third of the House at least had deserted their 
seats and fatigue oppressed the remainder. He 
therefore moved to adjourn.—Carried—yeas 60, 
after seven hours sitting. 





Fripay, April 27. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled 
“An act allowing compensation to Robert Rob- 
inson ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
on the eighteenth instant, on the memorials ol 
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State of the Army—United States’ Consuls. 


Peter C. L’Enfant, presented a bill for the relief 
of Peter C. L’Enfant ; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
this day. 

Mr. Dawson also made a detailed report in 
relation to the claim of Peter Charles L’Enfant. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have passed the bill sent 
from this House, entitled “An act providing for 
the sale of certain lands in the Indiana Territory, 
and for other purposes,” with amendments. They 
have also passed a biil, entitled “ An act in addi- 
tion to am act, entitled ‘An act concerning the 
Library for the use of both Houses of Congress ;” 
and a bill, entitled * An act to enable the people 
of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admis- 
sion of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States, and for other 
purposes ;” ard they have also passed a resolu- 
tion providing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; to which amend- 
ments, bills, and resolution, they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, the unfinished bu- 
siness (reduction of the Navy) was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


STATE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. Newron, from the committee appointed to 
inquire into the causes of the mortality which 
prevailed in the detachment of the Army ordered 
for the defence of New Orleans, made a long re- 
port, accompanied with various depositions and 
other papers. The report, concludes as follows: 

“The committee, from a knowledge which they have 
acquired of the climate of New Orleans and of the 
country surrounding it, and from the facts stated in the 
depositions are of opinion that the mortality in the de- 
tachment ordered to New Orleans is to be ascribed to 
the following causes ; 

“Ist. The detachment consisting of new levies. 

“ 2dly. The insalubrity of the climate, the Summer 
and Autumn of the year 1809 being unusually sickly. 

““ 3dly. To the nature of the ground on which the 
detachment was encamped at Terre aux Beeuf, and the 
detention of it at that place during the whole of the 
Summer, contrary as the committee conceive to the 
instructions contained in the letter of the Secretary of 
War bearing date the 30th of April, 1809. 

“4thly. To the want of sound and wholesome pro- 
visions and of vegetables—the want of an hospital and 
of hospital stores and medicines. 

“Sthly, The excessive fatigues to which the troops 
were subjected in clearing, ditching and draining the 
ground on which they were encamped. 

“6thly. To the want of repose during the night, 
owing to the troops not being provided with bars and 
nets to protect them from the annoyance of musquitoes. 

“7thly. The want of cleanliness in the camp, the 
nature of the position rendering it almost impracticable 
to preserve it. 

“ 8thly. The sick and well being confined to the 
same tents, which neither protected them sufficiently 
from the heat of the sun, nor kept them dry from dews 
and rains.” 

The report and documents were ordered to be 
printed. 
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CONSULS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THe Unirep States: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
I transmit to the House a report of the Secretary of 

State complying with their resolution of the 23d in- 

stant. JAMES MADISON. 
Aprit 27, 1810. 


Derantment of Starz, Apri] 26, 1810. 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 23d instant requesting the Pre- 
sident of the United States to cause to be laid before 
them “a statement of the several consular or commer- 
cial agents, having authority under the United States 
in-foreign countries, together with the salaries or com- 
pensation, if any, allowed to them respectively,” the 
Secretary of State has the honor to transmit to the Pre- 
sident of the United States a statement of all the Con- 
suls and Commercial Agents having authority under 
the United States in foreign countries, together with the 
salaries and compensations that have been allowed to 
the Consuls residing at Algiers, Tripoli, Tunis and 
Morocco. 

All the other Consuls and Commercial Agents have 
been allowed to receive only those fees of office which 
have been established by the act of Congress. Respect- 
fully submitted. R. SMITH. 


Consuls and Commercial Agents of the United 
States. 


In Great Britain and its Dominions—William Ly- 
man, Consul, London; Elias Vanderhorst, Bristol ; 
Robert W. Fox, Falmouth; James Maury, Liverpool ; 
Thomas English, Dublin; Thomas Auld, Vice Consul, 
Pooles; James Holmes, Consul, Belfast ; John Church, 
Consul, Cork ; John Gavino, Gibraltar; Joseph Pulis, 
Malta. 

In France and its Dominions—David B. Warden, 
Acting Commercial Agent, Paris; Isaac Cox Barnet, 
Commercial Agent, Havre de Grace; William Lee, 
Bordeaux ; Thomas Aborn, Vice Commercial Agent, 
Cayenne; Peter Walsh Commercial Agent, Cette ; 
William Buchanan, Isles of France and Bourbon; 
Etienne Cathalan, Marseilles ; John Appleton, Calais ; 
William D. Patterson, Nantz; Aaron Vail, L’Orient; 
Thomas Lovell, La Rochelle; Francis Coffyn, Dun- 
kirk ; Henry Wilson, Ostend. 

In Spain and its Dominions—Joseph Yznardi, Con- 
sul, Cadiz; Robert Montgomery, Alicant; William 
Kirkpatrick, Malaga; Lewis O’ Brien, St. Andero ; John 
Leonard, Barcelona; John Martin Baker, Tarragona 
and the Isles of Majorca, Minorca, Ivica; John James 
Armstrong, Island of Teneriffe ; Richard S. Hackley, 
St. Lucar. 

In Portugal and its Dominions—William Jarvis, 
Lisbon; James L. Cathcart, Madeira; John B. Dab- 
ney, Azores or Western Islands ; Henry Hill, St. Sal- 
vador in Brazil. 

In the Kingdom of Holland—Sylvanus Bourne, 
Consul General, Amsterdam; George Jey, Consul, 
Rotterdam. 

In Denmark and its Dominions—Hans Rodolph 
Saabye, Consul, Copenhagen ; Thomas Gamble, Island 
of Santa Cruz; James McGregor, Island of St. Thomas ; 
Peter Isaacson, Christiansand. 

In Prussia—Frederick W. Lutz, Consul, Stettin ; 
William Clark, Embden. 

In the Kingdom of Sweden—Robert G. Gardiner, 
Consul, Gottenburg. 
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In Germany—John M. Forbes, Consul, Hamburg, | ernment increase, there will not be wanting am- 
Frederick J. Wichelhausen, Bremen ; William Riggin, | bitious men to remind them of it, and of a means 
‘Trieste ; Philip Marck, Franconia. of at once getting rid of them. 

In the Italian States—Thomas Appleton, Consul,| Mr, Morrow observed, that this bill extended 
Leghorn ; Alexander Hammet, Naples; Thomas H. | the time of payment to those who purchased in 
Storm, Genoa; John Broadbent, Messina; Abraham : 

‘ ’ ham |) 1805. The time had been already extended to 
Gibbs, Palermo; Richard O’Brien, Island of Sardinia. ee . : 

; ; rae those before 1805. This bill extended the time of 

In Russia—Levitt Harris, Consul, St. Petersburg. b : b 

In China—Edward Carrington, Consul, Canton. Pae Senet punenanas an Chuewncequent year, sod 

In Turkey—William Stuart Consul Bniyres. confined the indulgence to actual settlers. Pur- 

In Algiers—Tobias Lear, Setad Sh cciiel Hehes chasers in 1805, Mr. M. said, had purchased with 
-been allowed a salary of four thousand dollars per an- good prospects of making payments. It was be- 
num, an outfit of the same sum, and a quarter's salary fore the great embarrassments of commerce had 
for the expense of his return; also a reasonable house- commenced. With the gentleman from Virginia, 
rent, the expense of couriers, or postage, of necessary (Mr. Burwett,) he wished to see the system 
printing, and for the service of a secretary and drago- | Changed, and that no sales should take place on 
mat. credit ; but, at present, when the sales had been 

Tripoli—George Davis, Consul. His salary is two | made on credit, and the state of things rendered 
thousand dollars with an outfit of the same sum and a| it almost impossible to make payment, he was 
quarter’s salary, for the expense of his return, and in | desirous to extend to the purchasers in 1805, the 
all other respects his allowances are the same with | same indulgence as had heretofore been extended 
those of the Consul General. to others. 

Tunis—Charles D. Cox, Acting Consul adinterim.| Mr. Ey said, that the bill embraced but one 
The salary and allowance are the same as at Tripoli. | principle—that of extending the same principle 

o—James Simpson, Consul.—The salary and | of indulgence to purchasers in a particular year 





allowances are the same as at Tunis and Tripoli. as had heretofore been extended to purchasers in 
Ordered to lie on the table. preceding years. Having granted an extension 
of the terms of payment heretofore, he was in 

PUBLIC LANDS. | favor of extending it now. He did not believe 


The engrossed bill to confirm the decision of 
the commissioners in favor of the claimants to 
lands in the district of Kaskaskias, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate to extend the time of 
payment for public lands in certain cases, was 
ordered to a third reading to-day. 

Mr. Burwe.u opposed the passage of the bill. 
He said that the public lands were a source of 
revenue to the United States, and the House ought 
to be extremely careful how they embodied, in 
the Western country, a set of men who would 
wrest the fee simple from the United States. We 
should, said he, take warning by events in some 
of the States. In some parts of the State of Ken- 
tucky, it is found impossible to collect what is 
owing to the State for lands. So far from being 
willing to protract the time of payment, I would 
lessen the obligation which every debtor has to 
pay: 1 would rather reduce the price of the pub- | mortgages on the land, too, perhaps. I heard a 

ic lands, and bring the value into. the Treasury, | gentleman of considerable mercantile experience, 
than persevere in a system which would deprive | and, I suppose, of considerable influence, too, say 
us of half the benefit of the sales of public lands. | that he would bring forward a motion to extend 
Lam confident that the Chairman of the Commit- | the credit on revenue bonds, since it is a notorious 
tee of Public Lands will agree with me, that it is | fact, that the mercantile class, from the state o! 
of importance to press and force as much as pos- | the country, for some time past, have been unable 
sible, without ruining those people, the prompt | to comply with their obligations. The same prin- 
aa for lands bought of the United States. | ciple which would relieve the debtors for lands 
was in hopes that the committee would have | would also apply to the latter. But, sir, it is not 
devised some plan to lessen the balances now | my object to argue the case; but as I, as a mem- 
due from individuals, and to prevent in future the | ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, have 
existence of any balance at all. Perhaps it might | often reported against, and succeeded in prevent- 
be considered an insult to the people of the West- | ing, an extensiun of the time of payment, my ob- 
ern country to say, that any consideration could | ject is merely to call for the yeas and nays, and 
ever alienate them from the Union ; but it is true | obtain an opportunity toregister my vote against 
policy to take from them every motive which | the bill. 
could possibly induce them to consent toso ruin-| Mr. Jounson said that, in voting for the bill, 
ous a measure. And, if their debts to the Gov- | he voted not alone for the accommodation of those 


it would materially affect the interests of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. Ranbo.pu said the time was fast approach- 
ing when they would be compelled, in the case of 
public lands, as in that of the custom-house duties, 
to deal only in cash. We have dealt on credit, 
said he, till the number of people in our debt will 
form an interest in this House, or perhaps in the 
nation, to extend the time of payment so as to 
defeat the debt. I know how very invidious a 
task it is fora person to get up and oppose the 
claims of those said to be actual settlers. I know 
how easy it is to say that speculators will buy up 
their farms, for which they are unable to com- 
plete the payment, and sell them again; and soit 
would be if we were to sell only at ten cents an acre 
for cash. The speculators would buy large quan- 
tities of it,as their capital would enable them to 
do, and sell out, taking advanced prices, and 
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——— a a 
alone included under the appellation of Western [lands had increased so much as was, by some 
people; but he would afford a small indulgence | gentlemen, supposed. It had been found, how- 
toa set of men from every part of the United | ever, that the debts for public lands actually di- 
States who have enterprise, but who have noth- | minished ; and, the payments made being greater 
ing else but that and their liberty, and who, for | than the amount of the sales, that no danger ex- 
five years, have exerted themselves to pay for the | isted on that ground. On learning that fact, the 
tract of five or six hundred acres on which they | bill was lost. The apprehension of the effects of 
have settled. He asked for them the small in- | extending the time of payment on account of the 
dulgence of extending the time of payment, to | great sum due was therefore, in some degree, 
prevent the gripe of avarice from seizing from | without foundation. 
them that ground they haveobtained. Will Con-| Mr. P.M. Micversaid that, if gentlemen would 
gress hésitate one moment, at this session, to do | amend the bill so as to forgive the debts due to 
that which they did at the last? What will in- | the United States, he might agree to vote for it. 
fluence them to do it? Are these men specula- | I, said Mr. M., came from that part of the coun- 
tors? No, sir; [shall take pleasure in recording | try which might be expected to be anxious for 
on the Journals my vote of indulgence to the | the passage of sucha law; but, so far from being 
people who have settled on little farms, for which | of service, I know that these laws do injury to 
they have paid their last shilling, and who are | the people themselves, and I should have sup- 
about to be deprived, unless we interfere, of that | posed that the gentleman from Kentucky, who 
land they have improved by theirown labor. Is | has witnessed the sales on Green river, might have 
there any likeness between these debts and rev- | borne testimony to the fact. The time is not far 
enue bonds? The merchant could not ask for | off, if you continue these extensions of payment, 
indulgence in the latter case; I would turn my | when the debiors will speak in a language which 
face and raise my voice against it. A man who! you cannot resist, which you dare not resist. If 
settled on the land in 1805, and paid everything | they are in your debt, they become your enemies. 
he had, to save his property from confiscation, ; The numbers now claiming this indulgence are 
asks indulgence of protracted payment—and will | but few; but, as you increase your sales, you will 
you refuse the request? You give him nothing; | increase your enemies—for so I will call them— 
he is to pay interest for the money; it will not | not that they are worse than other people—I be- 
affect the revenue acent. Wedid the same thing | lieve them quite as good. But, while I am wil- 
at the last session as to other purchasers. Are | ling to relieve them, I cannot reconcile myself to 
we different men now? Do we hold different | this law. The people, from an avidity to hold 
sentiments? Idid not expect that the gentleman | property, will purchase when they know that 
from Virginia would have opposed this bill, when | they cannot pay for it. Gentlemen might as 
I have had the high gratification of hearing him | well tell you of the claim on your generosity of 
vote against the statute of limitations, in oppo- | the debtor whose property is sold to pay his debts. 
sition. however, to the opinion of many good and | In point of fact, they have no claim upon you. 
virtuous members who voted against us. No| When they became purchasers, they knew the 
doubt he is actuated by the same motives now as | terms. If, from any circumstances, they are un- 
then; but there seems to be a sad reverse of feel- | able to pay, forgive them the debt; for, if you do 
ing. He must view this subject in a different | not, the time is not far distant when they will 
light from me, or he weuld not raise his voice | become so numerous and clamorous, that you 
against the extension of payment to men who im- | cannot resist them. They will become your ene- 
proved land, not by the labor of slaves, but by | my. It would be far better to forgive them the 
their own labor, and who carried nothing else | debt; but I cannot, consistently with my duty, 
there but their own industry. vote for this bill. I know that, in the State where 
Mr. Exy said, that this was an indulgence im- | I live, one whole county has been purchased from 
portant to those who asked it, and not very im-| the State, at as lowa price asa dollar an acre. 
portant to the United States, and he was, there- | The Legislature has been compelled to give the 
tore, disposed to grant it. In regard to the whole | purchasers ten years indulgence; and, I venture 
subject of the sale of land and extension of credit, | to say, the time never will come when we can 
he rather thought it was not correctly understood | compel them to pay. My knowledge of what has 
in its effects by the House generally. It had been | taken place in the State which I have the honor, 
heretofore said that it was necessary to reduce | in part, to represent, and my being a little con- 
the price of public lands, and sell only for ready | versant in the mode of purchasing public lands, 
money ; and the main reason assigned in support | induce me to believe it will be to the prejudice 
of this doctrine was, that sales of lands were in- | of the country to extend the time of payment. 
creasing largely, and that the money due by debt- | I admire the zeal of the gentleman from Ken- 
ors for lands was daily increasing, producing an | tucky; I feel for these people as much as any- 
effect injurious to the interests of the United | body else; but it is not a correct allusion to com- 
States. In pursuance of this idea, Mr. E. said a | pare these with other claims which are bottomed 
bill had been before the Senate, this very session, | on legal mght, but barred or destroyed by the 
providing for a change of the whole system. In | statute of limitations. I would put the question 
the course of the investigation on the subject, | to you, sir, and, through you, to the House, whe- 
certain documents had been called for to show | ther there is any similarity between the two cases, 
whether the debt accruing on the sales of public | So far as [can understand it, there is not. These 
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people have no legal right. They have merely 
made a contract. and cannot comply with it, in 
consequence of which the contract will be void. 
I do believe, and never was better convinced of 
any fact than that, if you indulge these persons 
in their desires, you will and must indulge them 
for ever. ‘here will be noend to it. They will 
a upon you, and you must give way to 
them. 
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which I fear will soon inerease to such an exten; 
as to render it beyond the power of the Goverp. 
ment toremove them. Last year, a greater jp. 
dulgence than is now asked, was intended to ano. 
ther class of purchasers; greater, because the ip. 
'dulgence was not limited to actual settlers. |; 
has been a favorite object of the officer at the 
head of the Treasury De artment to induce the 
House to sell for cash only. When the subjec; 


Mr. Lyon said that. if the United States re- | was under discussion in the Senate, the apers 
fused to sell on credit, individuals holding large | were filled with insinuations of the great danger 
quantities of land would sell it to advantage, | of lands being amassed by speculators; but I pre. 
whilst the United States would sell but little. | sume the danger will be considered as diminished. 
The lands now for sale by speculators were lower | when it is understood that lands in other States 
than the lands of the United States; and persons | may be purchased to any amount at half the price 
desirous to purchase could obtain lands of equal | of the public lands. At present, to guard again, 
value in the neighborhood of the United States | speculators, you sell the land to persons who cal- 
at one dollar per acre. There were but two rea- | culate, after paying one-fourth of the purchase 
sons which gave a preference to the United States’ | money, to receive the rest from the product of 
lands. The first was the extensive credit given | the soil; and, if it cannot be sold, they cannot 
for them; the second, was the confidence which | pay. With reference to the people who will be 
the people felt in the security of titles derived | affected by this bill, there is no people in any 
from the United States. It is apparent, from | part of the country more disposed to obey the 
what the gentleman from Massachusetts told the | laws of the Union. They will submit to their 
House, that there is no increase of debtors. I do | lands being sold, though to their utter ruin, be- 
not believe there is a person in this House who is | cause they are not able to pay for the land which 
or ever was in debt to the United States. I never | they purchased in a state of nature. They will 
bought of the United States, because I have been | not resist the laws, though thousands should be 
able to buy on betterterms. Astothelandson Green | turned from their property, whose only depend- 
river, the reason of the State’s not coercing pay- || ence for subsistence is on the land. They do not, 
ment is, perhaps, that a majority of the persons in joa account of the extension of payment, omi 
the Legislature are interested in them. No States | paying when they can, because the balance due 
but Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, are inter- | in 1807 amounted to $2,318,000, and in 1810 to but 
ested in the sales of public lands; and [ have no | $1,812,000. The debt, then, is now $500,000 less 
idea, if they were all to join, that they could ever | than it was on the first of January, 1807. These 
drive the Councils of the nation to any measure | people will pay as soon as they are able, anda 
relative to lands. There are no enemies to the | small indulgence is asked to actual settlers only. 
Government in that quarter—I koow not what | I hope, therefore, that the bill will pass, and that 











the gentleman means by the observation. I should Seocadent will be so fully impressed with the 


have supposed that the gentleman’s disposition to 
forgive the debt would have left him to extend 
the time of payment. The man who settles land 
is meritorious, and you ought not to be cruel to 
him. I hope that the bill will pass. 

Mr. J. G. Jackson said he should not do jus- 
tice to his feelings, if he did not throw in his fee- 
ble mite in behalf of those persons who now asked 
for indulgence, who had purchased at a time, as 
nad been properly remarked, when they could not 
have foreseen the obstacles which impeded their 

wer of making payment. No person in the 


ouse was interested in the bill; no one could | 


be, (as the extension was confined to actual set- 
tlers,) but the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Mor- 
leer and he was assured that the gentleman had 
never purchased an acre. The persons asking 
indulgence were those who had paid all the money 
but the last instalment, and asked an extension 
of the time of payment for the remainder; and 
the bill compelled them, before receiving the in- 
dulgence, to pay up all the arrears of interest; 
otherwise their lands were to be exposed to sale. 
I am not sorry, said Mr. J., that this subject has 
attracted the attention of gentlemen on all sides 
of the House; for it will prove the necessity of 
revising the land system, and reducing the evils 


necessity of an amendment of the system, as that 
| they will be induced to do away the system of 
credit, and thus also the danger which now, in 
my opinion, exists; for, when we are about to 
sell thousands of plantations, and the settlers must 
be turned from their lands, they may be induced, 
by distress, to resist the laws; and we have the 
more occasion to fear it, when we reflect that. in 
a case of much less severity, the Marshal of the 
United States has been resisted, under the author- 
ity of a State, (Pennsylvania,) in the execution 
of the laws, by an armed force. 

Mr. McKee said, that the lands in Kentucky, 
which had been alluded to, had been sold out to 
; actual settlers. He had himself been a member 
(of the State Legislature when indulgence was 

granted to these people, who did not even ask for 
it. The State had never experienced any diffi- 
culty in collecting these debts. Had it been the 
disposition of the State to enforce the collection, 
the debt would have been paid, or the lands sold. 
without an effort on the part of the settlers. The 
conclusions drawn from these premises are there- 
fore entirely erroneous. I have no sort of inter- 
est in the purchase of land myself, nor any friends 
or particular acquaintances who have ; aud there- 
fore may be considered an impartial juror. But 








ht 


ct 


rer 
re- 
ed, 
les 
ce 
Ist 
al- 
Ase 
of 
ot 
be 
ny 
he 


elr 


ich 
rill 


nd- 
Of, 
nit 
lue 
but 
ess 
ese 
da 
ly. 
hat 
the 
bat 


of 


to 
ust 
ed, 


the 


ber 
yas 
for 
ifhi- 
the 
on, 
ald, 
She 
re- 
Ler- 
ods 
re- 
put 


2005 


HISTORY OF 


CONGRESS. 2006 


Proceedings. H. or R. 


Apait, 1810. 








a 
| know that many have purchased under the fair- | Franklin, Jacob Hufty, Walter Jones, Nathaniel Ma- 
est prospects of making payment. Many of them, | con, Vincent Matthews, P. M. Miller, Wm. Milnor, 
when they removed to the State of Ohio, sold the Gurdon S. Mumford, Joseph Pearson, Josiah Quincy, 
lands on Which they had lived on aeredit. It is John Randolph, John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias 
well known to many members of the House that, | Richards, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, John Taylor, 
owing to the restrictive system, the Legislatures | Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van 
of Kentucky and Virginia, as well as other States, | orm, and Robert Weakley. 

ssed laws supending the execution of the law The House resolved itself into a Committee 
in their respective States. The debts due to in- of the Whole on the bill from the Senate, enti- 
dividuals were tied up; so that individuals who | tled “ An act to erect a light-house at the entrance 
sold lands, from the proceeds of which they ex- of Scituate harbor, a stone column on a spit of 

ected to pay for the public lands they purchased, | !and at the entrance into Boston harbor, and a 
ite been unable to comply with the terms; and, | beacon on Beach point, near Plymouth harbor, in 
unless this law pass, they must be exposed to be | the State of Massachusetts; a light at the en- 
turned out to beggary and distress. He therefore | trance of Bayou St. John, into Lake Pontchar- 
hoped the bill would pass. train; and two lights on Lake Erie ;” and after 

r. SMILie said he considered this case as ad- | Some time spent therein the Committee rose, and 

dressing itself as strongly to the feelings as any | reported the bill with an amendment thereto ; and 
ease he had-ever known. These persons, after the House adjourned. 
having paid three instalments, asked an indul- 
gence of one year for the remainder. With re- 
spect to other classes of men, involved in difficult 
and distressing circumstances, indulgence had 
heretofore been granted. In the case of some fire 
which had occurred in a seaport town, an exten- 
sion of the time of payment of revenue bonds in 
that town had been given. In private life, this 
indulgence was often extended both for justice 
and for interest. Could this House, unmoved, 
witness the distress of families driven from their 
homes ; of families which had travelled through 
the wilderness, and speat four or five years in 
changing the state of their plantations from wil- 
derness to cultivation? If they were now to be 
ousted from their plantations and turned adrift 
on the world, they would be rendered desperate 
and, to some measure, useless to society. Mr. S. 
said, he hoped, that out of good policy, for these 
persons had no legal claims, the House would 
grant a further time for payment. 

The question was then taken on the bill, which 
was passed—yeas 68, nays 25, as as follows: 


































Saturpay, April 28. 

Mr. Minor, from the committee, appointed 
on the twenty-sixth instant, madea report; which 
was read at the Clerk’s table, and the resolution 
therein contained concurred in by the House, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That tbe several witnesses summoned by 
the committee appointed to inquire into the cause or 
causes of the great mortality in that detachment of the 
Army ordered for the defence of New Orleans, and by 
the cemmittee appointed to inquire into the conduct of 
Brigadier General James Wilkinson, shall be allowed 
and paid for every day’s attendance on said committees 
the sum of three dollars, and also at the rate of twelve 
and a half cents for every mile they shall necessarily 
travel in coming to the city of Washington, and in 
returning to their usual place of residence; and that 
the messengers employed to summon any of the said 
witnesses be allowed and paid the same rate of mile- 
age; and the sums so allowed shall be paid by the 
Clerk out of the contingent fund of this House, on 
orders drawn by the chairmen of the respective com- 
mittees aforesaid: Provided, That no witness, who 


Yras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, 
John Brown, Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, John 
Campbell, William Chamberlin, John Clopton, How- 
ell Cobb, James Cochran, James Cox, William Craw- 
ford, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, William Ely, Jas. 
Emott, Wm. Findley, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gard- 
ner, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, William Hale, James Holland, Benjamin 
Howard, John G. Jackson, Richard Jackson, junior, 
Richard M. Johnson, William Kennedy, Philip B. 
Key, Jos. Lewis, junior, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, 
Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Benjamin Pickman, jun., Timothy Pitkin, jun., 
John Porter, Elisha R. Potter, John Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Den- 
nis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Thomp- 
son, Jabez Upham, Laban Wheaton, Robert Whitehill, 
James Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Naxs—Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John Dawson, Meshack 





was in the city of Washington at the time of being 
summoned, shall be entitled to receive any allowance 
for mileage. 


The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 


tion sent from the Senate, proposing an amend- 


ment to the Constitution of the United States; 


and the same being twice read, was referred to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An 
act providing for the sale of certain lands in the 
Indiana Territory, and for other purposes ;” and 
the same being read, were concurred in by the 
House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Monraomery be excused 
from serving on the committee appointed to in- 
quire into the conduct of Brigadier General 
James Wilkinson. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act toenable the people of the Territory of Or- 
leans to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into 
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the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, and for other purposes,” was read twice, 
and committed to’a Committee of the Whole 
on Monday next. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act allowing compensation to Robert Robinson,” 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Monday next. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act in addition to an att, entitled ‘ An act con- 
cerning the Library for the use of both Houses 
of Congress,” was read twice, and ordered to be 
read the third time on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other 

urpuses,” with amendments; in which they 
esire the concurrence of this House. 


REDUCTION OF THE NAVY. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for reducing the Naval Establishment of the 
United States. 


Mr. Smicte’s amendment was modified so as 
to fix the number of officers, &c., to be retained in 
service, as follows: thirteen captains, nine masters 
commandant, seventy-two lieutenants, mid- 
ene and seamen, ordinary seamen and 

oys. 


Mr. Mumrorp again moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the subject indefinitely 
—lost, yeas 40, nays 54. 

Mr. Ranpotps moved to strike out the num- 
bers thirteen, nine, and seventy-two, in the amend- 
ment, being desirous of reducing the officers, if 
any part of the establishment. Motion lost, ayes 
40, noes 46. 


Mr. N. R. Moore called for a division of the 
question on Mr. Smicie’s amendment. 

And the question was taken on that part of it 
which authorizes the President to keep in service 
so many of the armed vessels as he may think 
proper, and to lay up the rest in ordinary in conve- 
nient ports. This part of the amendment was 
agreed to—yeas 61, nays 38, as follows : 


Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, Daniel 
Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William Butler, William 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, 
Howell Cobb, Jas. Cochran, John Davenport, jr., Jos. 
Desha, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 
Meshack Franklin, Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel Heister, James Holland, 
Jacob Hufty, Robert Jenkins, William Kennedy, Philip 
B. Key, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, Sam’| McKee, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. 
Moore, Thos. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Benjamin Pickman, jun., 
Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, 
John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Eben- 








ezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Sami. Shaw, Daniel Shef- 


fey, John Smilie, Geo. Smith, Samuel Smith, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, John Taylor, George M. Troup, Jabez Up- 
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ham, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, and Rober; 
Whitehill. 

Nars-—William. Anderson, David Bard, Burwel 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Bur. 
well, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, John Clopton, 
James Cox, William Crawford, Richard Cutts, Sam. 
uel W. Dana, Barzillai Gannett, David 8. Garland, 
Walter Jones, Joseph Lewis, junior, John Love, Alex. 
ander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Milnor, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Ney. 
ton, John Porter, Josiah Quincy, John Rhea of 
Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Dennis Smelt, John Smith, Henry South. 
ard, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, 
James Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wither. 
spoon. 

The second clause of Mr. Smitie’s amend- 
ment being under consideration— 

Mr. Smitie moved to fill the blank for the 
number of midshipmen with “ one hundred and 
fifty” (about half the number at present in ser- 
vice)—Agreed to, ayes 51, noes 37. 

The question was stated on filling the blank 
for the number of seamen to be retained with 
“ two thousand seven hundred and twenty-three,” 
as moved by Mr. Basserr. 

Mr. Lyon observed that, being opposed to the 
total destruction of our little Navy, he having 
made some efforts to get rid of the business at this 
late period of the session, when it was impossible 
to act upon the subject of reduction with due de- 
liberation, he hoped he should not be thought to 
be trifling away the precious time of the House, 
when the subject was so hard pressed upon us, 
if he should at this time endeavor to make hin- 
self understood on this subject. Indeed, he con- 
sidered it an indispensable duty. From the pos- 
session of a surplus of one commodity, and the 
desire or want of another, naturally arises com- 
merce, said Mr. L. From the exercise of com- 
merce, naturally arises a desire to extend itself. 
From a desire to extend commerce, arises a de- 
sire to defend it; out of this desire a navy will 
grow, where the means are attainable. Agricul- 
ture, in many countries, is to this day considered 
as merely the business of raising from the earth 
| bread and domestic comforts for the family that 
| carry it on; but in this country agriculture pro- 
| duces the means for commerce to operate. The 

operation of commerce in the encouragement of 
| agriculture is daily developing its true character 
|in this country ; therefore agriculture and com- 
| merce are coming to act together; and they will 
| produce, under our Republican system, a Govern- 
_ment favorable to commerce. Such a Govern: 
| ment will have a navy, and, believing as I do, 
this will be the result of the operations of our 
| Government, I cannot yield to this momentary 
impulse fur destroying the little Navy we have. 
/merely to expose the nation to the expense 0! 
' building it upagain, and to the nakedness to which 
| it would be exposed during the time between 
| pulling down and building up. . 
Latterly, sir, this seems to be a Government 0! 
| which the most prominent feature is vibration— 
a Government of extremes, never stationary. One 
day the Constitution is to be amended or explain- 
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our surplus revenue in national improvements | 
and embellishments. Our Secretary of the Trea- 
sury has to torture his brain to find out a mode 
by which the extinguishment of national debt is 
to be accelerated. Another day, all the estab- 
lishments of the Government are to be torn down, 
in order to bring our expenditure to our means, 
although our means are no more stationary than 
the mind of the Legislature. One day, gunboats | 
is all the rage; another day, they are to be cast 
away in as great disgust as the fickle girl throws 
from her the bonnet which has become unfash- 
ionable, and which but a few weeks before was 
the first object of her ambition. One day, life 
and fortune is to be pledged for the carrying trade, 
for the defence of our commercial rights. One | 
day, commerce and the free use of the ocean is 
everything ; the next day, as it were, foreign 
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ed, in order to enable the Government to lay out sions at pleasure—would they not, to-morrow, 


repent of their rashness? Would they not put 
on the same grave face they did on the loss of 
the Philadelphia in 1804? I know they would, 
sir; and the cry of, “something must be done,” 
would be revived and resounded in this House. 
I ask gentlemen if they think there is anything 
but terror and apprehension of defeat that keeps 
these barbarians from doing, or attempting to do, 
all this? And from whence this terror, these ap- 
prehensions, arise? Is it from a knowledge that 
we have wood, iron, tar, and hemp enough, 
to make ships, and a brave militia to defend our 
country? No, sir; it arises from a knowledge 
that we have frigates and brave tars to check their 
progress and chastise their temerity. We can- 
not long conceal from them the destruction of 
our litthe Navy. The same conduct, on their 
part, which provoked us to commence building 
a navy at the outset, will be acted over again, 


commerce is nothing, we can and will supply | 
our wants ; we will make a dignified retreat een and should we now put down our Navy it would 
the ocean. I shall never forget the solemnity } not be three years before we should be in the act 
with which we were told of the capture of the! of regenerating it with immense national loss, 
frigate in the bay of Tripoli—the consternation | and at immense national expense. I well remem- 


loss of one of our frigates. Nothing but the 
thought of the poor fellows who were in slavery 
could keep me from laughing. when I looked at 


_ the confirmed gravity of the countenances of gen- 
_ tlemen in this House at the loss of a single ship. 


that seized the great men of this nation at i 


Life and fortune was then to be pledged. and so 
eager were we to repair the loss and wipe the 
stain from the American character, that a unan- 


this nation. This tax, although expressly limited 
_ in its duration, which has long since expired, has 


been continued, and is now continued, under a 
false name; and many of those who were in that 
unanimous vote are now reminded that they have 
tied a knot with their tongues which they have 
not been able to untie with their teeth. I find, 
sir, many of the same gentlemen who were then, 
as it were, panic struck at the loss of one frigate, 


| are now become so valiant that they can spare 


them all without regret. And pray, sir, was there 
any more occasion for our frigates then than now? 
Is there no Tripoli now to make unreasonable 
demands upon us, to threaten us, to rob or plun- 
der our ships, and to enslave our seafaring 
men? Is there no Algiers, no Tunis, no Mo- 
rocco, no Barbary Powers? or have these barba- 
rians become more reasonable in their demands, 
more faithful to their treaties, or more humane 


to their slaves? I ask gentlemen who are for the 


_ imous vote passed this House to raise a tax upon 


annihilation of our little Navy, if they could have 
their will, and put it down this day, and to-mor- | 


row they should be informed that eight or ten | 


corsairs from Barbary were hovering on our coast, 
that they had captured four or five large Ameri- 
can ships on their return from Europe and India. 
that they were daily picking up the smaller ves- 
sels, that they had taken all our gunboats and 
revenue cutters they could find, that they had 
taken refuge on Amelia island, or some other 
island, of which they had possessed themselves, 
and from whence they ll make their excur- 








ber when the popular cry was, that he who would 
not use every exertion to regain our fellow-citi- 
zens from Algerine slavery, ought himself to be 
an Algerine slave. The building frigates, to pun- 
ish the barbarians and protect our men and ships, 
was popular. In like circumstances, it would be 
popular again. I hate pulling down, where I know 
it is only to build upagain. I detest this frequent 
swinging of the political pendulum from one ex- 
treme to the other ; and when [ see that pendulum 
about to be set in motion, I generally brace against 
the vibration. I know very weil that the Navy we 
have got costs too much, for what it does. Iknow 
we are continually hiring private ships to run of 
errands, which ought to be done by public ships, 
which are idle at the sametime. Little as I like 
the Russian mission, and the man that mission 
was sent by, I felt my indignation rise when I 
saw the manner of his entry into Petersburg ; the 
insult offered him; and the neglect shown to him, 
because he went out in a merchant ship when 
we had frigates enough doing nothing ; officers 
and men enough who would have been proud to 
have themselves shown, and their ship in a for- 
eign port, on such an occasion. 

There has undoubtedly been too much money 
spent in our navy-yards, too many professional 
lookers-on kept in pay there. 1 am either wil- 
ling to leave it with the Executive to correct 
these abuses during the recess, or | am willing to 
vote that a specified reasonable sum may be ex- 
pended, in each navy-yard, for every year, and 
no more. If we had time, I would be willing to 
go into the subject at large, but Iam not yet wil- 
ling to pullall down at once, because abuses have 
creptin. If I should find, when I go home, that 
there has been a great deal too much whiskey 
drank about my still-house. and there has been 
abuses in its management, and my wife should 
insist that I must pull down the house and de- 
stroy the stills, I would reason with her, aad tell 
her that I had set up the still-house to consume 





a ET en eg eee oa 


| 
| 


Tran eA 


” diate amen anes I a Sa aoa eR ASG aha 


sc renintenc eden Pate 





2011 
H. or R. 


the surplus grain of my own and my neighbors’ 
farms, and send the whiskey where it would fetch 
us cash, after saving enough for our comfort; 
that all things caleulated for comfort and accém- 
modation were subject to abuse; that we must 
correct the abuses, as far as we can, but the main 
object must be pursued—so in thiscase. Indeed, 
sit, when I have seen gentlemen so eager to go 
to war with England or France. or both, and saw 
that they placed reliance on this little Navy, I 
was almost inclined to join with those who were 
for pulling it down, for I thought we had better 
lose our little Navy and begin anew, than be in- 
volved in an endless war for the ocean; a war 
which, began now, would forever keep us too 
poor to use that ocean, if it was surrendered to 
us. But, sir, I see now the war-song is grown 
old and stale ; war speeches have got out of fash- 
ion, as much as the bonnets that were worn twelve 
months ago, and I have returned to the Navy, to 
my old doctrine. Awe and chastise the little 
Powers that would insult and abuse you; for 
this you want your little Navy. Correct the 
abuses which have crept into the system ; treat 
and temporize with the great Powers. What 
cannot be got that way, waive any dispute about ; 
let the nation grow; let your naval power grow 
with the nation’s growth ; you will, by that means, 
be getting ahead, not only of the smallest, but of 
second and third-rate Powers, until the day shall 
arrive when you may bid defiance to any Power 
on earth. The powers and attributes of growth 
being such, in this nation, as no nation ever knew 
before—we may safely rely on them. It is these 
powers and attributes of growth that makes me, 
on these subjeets, feel that I am legislating for 
another country. I know my days cannot be 
long here, but Lam just as eager that my prog- 
eny, and that of my cotemporaries, should have 
every advantage of this growth, as if I were sure 
to live to see and enjoy it myself. 

I beg gentlemen not to suffer the panic that 
has seized them at the appearance of the destruc- 
tion and navoc they have made with the revenue, 
by the manly attitude of self-destruction they 
took, some years ago, to operate on them, to the 
destruction of every vestige of power in the Gov- 
ernment. If they will but have patience, aud 
leave things to take their course, all will be right 
again. This national growth, which I almost 
idolize, will not only repair the injuries their er- 
rors have caused—errors which I warned them 
of in season—but it will draw the veil of oblivion 
over them, and the perpetrators will be forgiven, 
on the seore of good intention. As to the object 
of the present motion, it is merely to tell the Pre- 
sident that, in no case shall he employ more than 
sO Many seamen; it is to reduce the number of 
seamen that the law now authorizes him to em- 
ploy. If, sir, I might possibly be apprehensive of 
the President’s employing too many officers, as I 
know he is constantly solicited on that head, I 
never can be afraid of his employing too many 
seamen ; but seamen will not besiege the palace 
to demand employ. Itis not embargo times now, 
and never will be again. I hope, and they do not 
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beg for employment. I wish not so to tie up the 
President’s hands as to disable him from sending 
out a ship to her destined station, before the ship 
on that station returns home and dismisses he, 
hands. Such embarrassment has happened be. 
fore now. The seamen’s wages are but a smal 
item, it seems, in our naval expenditures; and | 
am perfectly willing to place unlimited conf. 
dence on this score. 

The following are the yeas and nays on the 
question of filling the blank with two thousand 
seven hundred: 


Yeas—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwe! 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Bur. 
well, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, John Clopton, 
Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richarj 
Cutts, Samuel W. Dana, Barzillai Gannett, Gideoy 
Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Walter Jones, Joseph Lewis jun., Jobn 
Love, Matthew Lyon, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. 
Miller, Wm. Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon 8. 
Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Por. 
ter, Josiah Quincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, John 
Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Denni: 
Smelt, George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, 
John Thompson, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. 
Van Rensselaer, James Wilson, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Witherspoon.—46. 

Nars—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Danie! 
Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William Butler, William 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, 
Howell Cobb, James Cochran, John Davenport, jun, 
Joseph Desha, William Ely, William Findley, Meshack 
Franklin, Daniel Heister, Jacob Hufty, Wm. Kennedy, 
Philip B. Key, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert 
Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, San- 
uel McKee, John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, Jer- 
emiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pear- 
son, Benjamin Pickman, jr., Timothy Pitkin, jr., Eli- 
sha R. Potter, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsy!- 
vania, Matthias Richards, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie. Samuei Smith, 
Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, George 
M. Troup, Jabez Upham, Robert Weakley, Laban 
Wheaton, and Robert W hitehill.—52. 


The question was then taken on filling the 
blank with “two thousand,” as moved by Mr. 
Piexman, and lost—yeas 39, nays 56, as follows: 


Yras—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, John Brown, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, 
John Clopton, Orchard Cook, William Crawford, Rich- 
ard Cutts, John Dawson, Gideon Gardner, David %. 
Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Ben):- 
min Howard, Walter Jones, Joseph Lewis, jr., John 
Love, Matthew Lyon, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. 
Miller, William Milnor, Thomas Newton, Benjamin 
Pickman, jr., John Porter, Josiah Quincy, John Roane, 
Ebenezer Sage, Dennis Smelt, George Smith, Joho 
Smith, Henry Southard, John Thompson, Charles 
Turner, jr., Killian K. Van Rensselaer, James Wilson, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. a 

Nays—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, Danie! 
Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William Butler, William 
Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, 
Howell Cobb, James Cochran, John Davenport, Jr. 
Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, William 
Findley, Meshack Franklin, Daniel Heister, Jacob 
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Hufty, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Aaron Lyle, | fey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, Samuel Smith, Rich- 


Nathaniel Macon, Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews | ard Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Samuel 
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Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, John Montgom- | Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, George 
ery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah | M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Jabez Upham, 
Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon S. Mumford, | Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, Robert Whitehill, 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Ran-| and James Wilson.—57. 

dolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Ten- Nars—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
nessee, Matthias Richards, Thos. Sammons, Ebenezer | Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Bur- 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, | well, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, John Clopton, 
Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob | Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Sam- 
Swoope, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John | uel W. Dana, John Dawson, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Taylor, George M, Troup, Jabez Upham, Archibald | Gardner, David 8. Garland, Walter Jones, Joseph 


' Van Horn, Robert Weakley, Laban Wheaton, and | Lewis, junior, Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, 


- James Cochran, Richard Cutts, John Davenport, jun., 


; Robert Whitehill. William Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon S. Mum- 


The question was taken on filling the blank ford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, Benjamin Pick- 
with “one thousand four hundred and twenty- ot Feundesc ow Beige Spas aoa Oe 
, : of Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, George 
= mores: by Mr. Snerery,and carried, 83 / auc sok @inith, Hesiry Sénthgrd, Aichitelt Vek 


ee pigs Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Richard Winn, and 
Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, Dan- | Robert Witherspoon.—39. 


iel Blaisdell, William Butler, William Chamberlin, 


Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Howell Cobb, The question being about to be taken on the 


whole of Mr. Smitie’s proposition— 


John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Mr. McKim renewed the motion, with a view 
Emott, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, David 8. | © Saving the time of the House, to postpone the 
Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Ben- further consideration of the subject indefinitely. 
jamin Howard, Jacob Hufty, William Kennedy, Philip | He said he felt a firm persuasion that if this bill 
B. Key, Joseph Lewis, junior, Robert Marion, Vincent | passed this House, it could not be passed in the 


| Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, John | other branch of the Legislature. They had this 
_ Montgomery, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jon- | morning returned to the House a bill with an 
| athan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R.| amendment authorizing a convoy system; and 


| Potter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, | with this disposition it could not be expected that 
_ Ebenezer Seaver, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John | they would agree to reduce the Navy. 


| Smilie, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John Stan- 


Mr. Key spoke against indefinite postponement. 


, ley, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Tay-} This House, he said, ought to legislate as it 


lor, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Jabez 
_ Upham, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, and James 
_ Wilson.—53. 


Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, 


deemed proper, without reference to the acts or 
disposition of any other branch of the Govern- 
ment, except when specifically before them. This 
House deeming it proper to reduce the Navy. 
ought not to be deterred from acting as they 


Clopton, Orchard Cook, William Crawford, Samuel Tere OF, She Sage 98. 
W. Dana, Gideon Gardner, Daniel Heister, Walter Mr. M k oe defini 

Jones, John Love, Nathaniel Macon, Alexander Mc- r. MACON spoke against indefinite postpone- 
Kim, William Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, Gurdon 8. | ™&?'- a 
Mumford, Thomas Newton, Benjamin Pickman, jun.,|_, Mr. Monrcomery protested against being con- 
John Porter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John sidered as owing any allegiance to the Senate. 


Nars—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, John 


| Rhea of Tennessee, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, The House of Representatives ought not to act 


Thomas Sammons, Samuel Shaw, George Smith,| With reference to the disposition of any other 


_ John Smith, Jacob Swoope, Archibald Van Horn, body whatever. Even this morning a bill had 
_ Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, Richard | been returned from the Senate in which they had 


Winn, and Robert Witherspoon.—40. attempted to hold a rod over the House. [Mr. 


The question was then taken on the second | M.- was here called to order.] He said he hoped 
clause of Mr. Smi.ie’s amendment, and carried, | ‘he House would not act under the influence of 
as follows: | any idea of what the Senate would do, and he 


¥nas—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Daniel | “2S therefore against the indefinite postponement. 
Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William Butler, Epaphroditus | I The motion for indefinite postponement was 
Champion, Matthew Clay, Howell Cobb, James Coch- ost. yeas 3d. 

ran, John Davenport, junior, Joseph Desha, William he question was then taken on the two 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Meshack Frank- | clauses of Mr. Smivie’s amendment, connectedly, 


lin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel and carried, yeas 49, nays 35, as follows: 


| Heister, Jacob Hufty, John G. Jackson, William Ken-| _ Y#as—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Daniel 
| nedy, Philip B, Key, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, | Blaisdell, Robert Brown, William Butler, Epaphrodi- 
| Robert Marion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald Mc-| tas Champion, Matthew Clay, Howell Cobb, James 
; Bryde, Samuel McKee, John Montgomery, Thomas Cochran, John Davenport, junior, Joseph Desha, Wil- 
| Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Tim- liam Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Meshack 


othy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, | Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Dan- 


_ John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, Ebene- | iel Heister, John G. Jackson, William Kennedy, Phil- 


zet Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shef- | ip B. Key, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Robert Mar- 
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ion, Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel 


—= 


It was moved to fill the blank with “ five” 


McKee, John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah | motion lost. 


Morrow, Jonathan O, Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, jun., 


Mr. Smitiz moved “ four”—agreed to, ayes 49. 


John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Ebenezer | noes 24, 


Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
John Smilie, Samuel Smith, Richard Stanford, John 
Stanley, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, John 
Taylor, Jabez Upham, Robert Weakley, Laban Whea- 
ton, and Robert Whitehill. 

Nays—William Anderson, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Joseph Calhoun, John Campbell, John Clopton, 
Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Crawford, Richard 
Cutts, John Dawson, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gard- 
ner, David S. Garland, Robert Jenkins, Walter Jones, 
Joseph Lewis, jun., John Love, Matthew Lyon, Alex- 
ander McKim, William Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Gurdon S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, 
John Nicholson, Benjamin Pickman, junior, John 


The blank forthe number of men to form each 


| company was next to be filled. 


} 
| 


Porter, Josiah Quincy, John Rhea of Tennessee, John | 


Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Dennis 
Smelt, John Smith, Henry Southard, John Thompson, 
Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van Horn, Killian 
K. Van Rensselaer, James Wilson, and Robert With- 
erspoon. 


Mr. Montcomery moved further to amend 
the said bill by adding thereto a new section, as 
follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
first section of an act, entitled‘ An act to authorize 
the employment of an additional naval force,’ passed 
the thirty-first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and nine, as requires the public armed vessels 
to be stationed at such ports and places on the seacoast, 
or cruise on the seacoast of the United States and 
Territories thereof, be, and the same is hereby, revived.” 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
determined in the negative. 

Mr. Ranvotps said, as the House had deter- 
mined to reduce the most useful part of the Na- 
val Establishment, he was desirous of reducing 
the most expensive part. He therefore moved 
. following section as an amendment to the 
bill : 

“ And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passing of this act, the Marine Corps shall consist 
of companies of men, one captain, and 
three subalterns each.” 

Mr. R. said, the number of marines now in 
service was the same as when the President was 
authorized to employ five thousand men, and ac- 
tually had in service two thousand seven hun- 
dred and twenty-three, and.the same number as 
was authorized to be employed when, under Mr. 
Adams’s Administration, nearly eight thousand 
seamen were employed. If this bill was passed 
in its present form, there would be more than one 
marine to every two seamen. 

Mr. Ranvotpn’s amendment was adopted by 
the House, ayes 40, noes 31. 

The blank for the number of companies to 
complete the corps was now to be filled. 

Mr. Ranpotru moved to insert “ three”—mo- 
tion lost. ayes 40, noes 38. 

Mr. Bassett moved “ six,” being the present 
establishment, and including upward of one thou- 
sand men—motion lost, ayes 30, noes 41. 








i 
man 


Mr. Ranpotes moved “sixty-four”—motion 
lost, ayes 33. 

Mr. R. then moved “seventy-two”—agreed 
to, ayes 40, noes 38, 

Mr. Biss moved to strike out of the section re. 
specting navy yards, all the yards but Washing. 
ton, Boston, New York, and Norfolk. : 

The question was then taken separately on 
striking out each, and lost by large majorities, 

Mr. Witson moved to add Portsmouth to 
those yards to be retained—lost, ayes 25. 

Mr. Key moved to amend the section respect. 
ing marines, by inserting after the words “the 
Marine Corps shall consist of,’ the words “ one 
lieutenant colonel commandant. 

The yeas and nays having been required on 
this motion—it was determined in the negative, 
and the House adjourned. | 





Monpay, April 30. 


Mr. Brown presented to the House certain pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature of the State of Mary- 
land, disapproving of an amendment proposed by 
the State of Massachusetts to the Basstitation 
of the United States, limiting the duration of any 
act laying an embargo within the United States. 

An engrossed bill further to alter and amend 
“An act providing for the third census or env- 
meration of the inhabitants of the United States,” 
was read the third time; when the same was, by 
unanimous consent, amended at the Clerk’s table, 
and, as amended, ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act providing for the final adjustment of claims 
to lands in the Territories of Orleans and Louis- 
iana;” and a bill entitled “ An act appropriating 
a sum of erty Me procuring clothing for the 
Army and the Marine Corps, and for other pur- 
poses ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

A report was received from the Postmaster 
Geueral in pursuance of a resolution of the House 
calling for an account of the progressive increase 
of the establishmont since its commencement. 

Mr. Dana expressed his pleasure at the prompt- 
itude with which the call of the House had been 
answered ; it was a proof of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral’s ability to perform the duties of his office, 
and completely refuted the idea that it would 
take three months to furnish these statements, as 
they had been prepared in as many days. ; 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the unfinished busi- 
ness (the reduction of the Navy) was ordered to 
lie on the table—56 to 21. 

On motion of Mr. Quincy, the House resumed 
the consideration of the bill from the Senate, pro- 
viding for the erection of certain light-houses, 
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buoys, &c., which was ordered to be engrossed 


for a third reading. 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act in 
addition to an an act, entitled ‘An act concerning 
the Library for the use of both Houses of Con- 
gress,” was read the third time: and, on the ques- 
tion that the same do pass, it was resolved in the 
afirmative—yeas 53, nays 32, as follows: 
Yeas—William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Daniel 
Blaisdell, John Brown, Wm A. Burwell, J. Campbell, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Orchard Cook, Wm. Craw- 
ford, Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, junior, Wil- 
liam Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Gideon 
Gardner, David S. Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peter- 
son Goodwyn, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, 
Walter Jones, Philip B. Key, Joseph Lewis, jun., Vin- 
cent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, William Mil- 
nor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas 
Newton, Timothy Pitkin, junior, John Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, Matthias Rich- 
ards, Ebenezer Sage, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, 
Dennis Smelt, George Smith, John Smith, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, John Taylor, John Thompson, Jabez Upham, 
Killian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, and 
Robert Witherspoon. 
Nars—Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, Joseph Calhoun, 
William Chamberlin, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, 
James Cochran, James Cox, Richard Cutts, Joseph 
_ Desha, Meshack Franklin, Daniel Heister, Jacob Hufty, 

William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
' Macon, John Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Roger 
' Nelson, John Nicholson, John Rhea of Tennessce, 
_ John Roane, Samuel Shaw, Samuel Smith, George M. 
' Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Archibald Van Horn, 
' and Richard Winn. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


| Mr. Montgomery having stated that there 
were receipts and expenditures during the Ad- 
| ministrations preceding that of Mr. Jefferson, 
| which do not appear on the books of the Treas- 
ury, being sums obtained on loan in Holland, and 
- applied in Europe, and that in the call of the gen- 
- tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Ranpoupu,) the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury was directed so far as it 
related to the application of moneys to the pub- 
lic debt, to state the sums applied to the princi- 
pal, omitting the item of interest, which, during 
Mr. Jefferson’s Administration, amounted to near 
$24,000,000, which does not appear on any docu- 
ment heretofore furnished Congress, and that it 
would be satisfactory to the nation and to Con- 
gress to have possession of a document which 
should exhibit the whole of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the United States since the com- 
meacement of the Government to the end of the 
year 1809, the several sums respectively paid 
each year on account of the public debt, the in- 
terest on the same, and generally every cther 
_ branch of expenditure ; that from the documents 
laid on our tables during this session, the precise 
and accurate amount of the receipts and expendi- 
\ures and the application of the actual payments 
llth Con. 2d Szss.—64 
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annually made towards the principal and interest 
respectively of the public debt, could not be as- 
certained, the several resolutions for information 
on this subject being restricted in their terms, so 
as not to bring into view the loans from Holland, 
and the application thereof in Europe, and also 
the item of some interest on the public debt. paid 
during the Administrations preceding Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s, and the very large item of interest on the 
publie debt, nearly equal to $24,000,000, as before 
stated, paid during the Administration of Mr. 
Jefferson ; that, in his view, it would be impor- 
tant to have the subject fully reported to the next 
session of Congress—then moved the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to lay before this House, at 
the next session of Congress, a general statement of 
the annual receipts and expenditures of the United 
States, from the commencement of this Government to 
the end of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, including the sums obtained on loan in Holland, 
and which have been applied in Europe, and do not 
appear among the receipts and expenditures of the 
Treasury ; and showing the several sums respectively 
paid each year, on account of the principal of the pub- 
lic debt, of the interest on the same, and of each other 
general branch of expenditure. 


The resolution was adopted without opposition. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
Mr. Pirxtn offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House 
copies of any communications made on the part of the 
United States, in answer to the official note of the 22d 
of August, 1809, from the French Minister to General 
Armstrong; and of any communications that may 
have been made to our Minister at London, on the 
part of the British Government, in answer to any note 
presented by him, in pursuance of instructions given 
on the 23d of November, 1809. Also, of the answers 
which may have been given to any propositions or 
overtures made on the part of the United States to the 
Governments of Great Britain aud France, respecting 
any of the orders and decrees, affecting neutral com- 
merce, and which have not heretofore been communi- 
cated to Congress, and do not require secrecy.” 

Mr. Pitkin said he would state the object that 
he had in view. We are to rise, said he, to-mor- 
row night. I wish to have it in my power to 
inform my constituents respecting the state of our 
relations with the belligerents so far as it can be 
done consistently with the good of the nation: 
Gentlemen will recollect that there was commu- 
nicated to the House in the early part of the ses- 
sion a letter from General Armstrong to the Sec- 
retary of State, dated 16th September, 1809, in 
which he says he had received a note from M. 
Champagny, to which he should not reply until 
he received further instructions. One object of 
this resolution is to obtain a copy of the letter 
stating the principles by which France were to 
be governed, and to learn what answer was made 
to that note; and, in addition to that, what reply 
was made by the French Government. In a 
word, to let the people know whether the letter 
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we have seen in the papers signed “ Duc de Ca-| intention to ask particulars, but to know whether 


dore,” is a genuine letter or not. We very well 
know that the letter of the 22d August was pub- 
lished in France about the time, or soon after, it 
was communicated to General Armstrong, and 
that it was transferred to the English papers, and 
perhaps in that shane arrived in this country be- | 


negotiations are going on. I think it due to oy; 
merchants, and to all classes interested in our for. 
eign relations, that they should have some knowl. 
edge on the subject, and therefore offer the rego. 
| lution. 
The House agreed now to consider the resolv. 


fore the original, though it was an imperfect | tion—41 to 38. 
translation. But it seems the French Govern-| Mr. W. Atston said, however the gentlemen 
ment are in the habit of publishing officially might be gratified in their cravings for informa. 
copies of communications made to our Govern- , tion, he was convinced they never would be satis. 
ment, for there are none but official papers now | fied, but would be asking for more. The Exec. 
published in France. That being true, it is prob- | utive had his duties to perform, which the Con. 
able the letter is a genuine paper. If it is, is| stitution had assigned to him, and in which the 
there a man in the House who will say the peo-| House ought not to interfere. If it should be 
ple of the United States ought not to know it?! proper at any time to make communications on 
trust not. I had waited till the last moment in | the subject of our foreign relations, no doubt the 
hopes a communication would have been made | President would perform hisduty. The resolu. 
by the Executive to the House on the subject. | tion asked for no information on which it was 
It cannot require secrecy, because the French | contemplated to legislate before they rose. And 
Government themselves have published it. I | an exception being made of such matters as may 
presume, sir, it would not be irrelevant to call | require secrecy, if the President should decline 
your attention to a part of the letter. It appears | to communicate information, deeming it improper 
to have been given as a written answer to a pri- | for publication, what would be the consequence? 
vate conversation had with our Minister at Paris. | It would be said that the President had informa- 
It contains expressions certainly highly deroga- | tion in his possession, the publication of which 
tory to the Government. At the close of it,! would blast the party. This would be the lan- 


Champagny (Duc de Cadore) says: 


“If then the American Minister will enter into an 
engagement that American vessels shall not submit to 
the orders of the English Council of November, 1807, 
nor to any decree of blockade, unless that blockade 
shall be real, the undersigned is authorized to conclude 
every species of convention tending to renew the 
Treaty of Commerce with America, and in which shall 
be arranged all the measures proper to consolidate the 
commerce and prosperity of the Americans. The un- 
dersigned has thought it his duty to answer the verbal 


overture of the American Minister by a written note, | 


in order that the President of the United States may 
better know the amicable intentions of France towards 
the United States, and her favorable disposition to 
American commerce.” 

If this be a real, genuine letter, transmitted by 
Gen. Armstrong to this Government, I wish that 
the people also should know the amicable inten- 
tions of France to this country. It is certainly 
of the utmost consequence, in the present state 
of the world, that, as far as practicable, the peo- 
ple should know the intention of both the Gov- 
ernments of Great Britain and France to the 
United States, and it is my wish to ascertain 
whether the letter be genuine. 


Another object of the resolution I will state. 
It is well known that on the 23d of November, 
1809, (the letter having been communicated to 
this House.) our Minister at London was directed 
to signify to the British Government the conduct 
of Mr. Jackson. Mr. Pinkney must unquestion- 
ably in consequence of these instructions have 
presented a note tothe Hritish Government. I 
wish to know whether Mr. Jackson is to be re- 
calledand whether any other Minister is to be sent 
that I may inform my constituents of the state o 
the relations between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States, as well as with France. It is not my 


guage in gentlemen’s mouths immediately. Mr. 
A. was decidedly against the resolution, intro- 
duced under these circumstances, and at a period 
of the session when no act of the Legislature 
could be bottomed on it. 
Mr. Dana made some observations to prove 
| that the House had a right to call for information 
atany time. He had no idea that the President 
of the United States could be induced by such 
considerations as those mentioned by the gentle- 
| man to withhold information. 

Mr. Montrcomary said he was perfectly satis- 
fied, that had important information respecting 
the state of our foreign relations been received, it 
would have been communicated to the House 
before this time. But with respect to the object 
of getting the Duc de Cadore’s letter, Mr. M. 
| said he was anxious to ascertain the fact whether 
| the copy extracted from the English papers was 
| genuine or otherwise. If it had been transmitted 

by Mr. Armstrong, its genuineness would cer- 
| tainly be proved. On the contrary, if no such 
letter had been received, it might be reasonably 
| concluded that this letter, like some paragraphs 
| in a former letter, had gone through the British 
‘factory. With this view of the subject, he said 
| he had no objection to the resolution, and should 
vote forit. If the President should state that no 
_such letter had been received, it would be a fair 
| conclusion that it was a fabrication. 
| Mr. McK«tm said he was opposed to this resolu- 
tion under the circumstances under which it was 
brought forward. If any legislative act were (0 
| be bottomed on it, no man would vote for it more 
readily; but to be perpetually calling on the Pres'- 
dent for information for the purpose of commu- 
nicating it to our constituents, he conceived im- 
proper. He said the President of the United 
States was as much the man of the people a 
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they were; he was chosen by the people, and 
acted under a high responsibility. It was to be 
presumed, if information was necessary and could 
be communicated with propriety, that the Presi- 
dent would not withhold it. If he did not dis- 
charge his duty, Mr. M. said he was willing that 
the whole responsibility should lie on him, with- 
out burdening the House with any part of it. 

The resolution was agreed to—yeas 52, nays 
39, as follows: 

Yreas—William W. Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, James 
Breckenridge, John Brown, William A. Burwell, Jo- 
seph Calhoun, John Campbell, William Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Matthew Clay, James Coch- 
ran, Orchard Cook, Samuel W. Dana, John Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Meshack 
Franklin, David 8. Garland, Daniel Heister, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, William 
Kennedy, Joseph Lewis, junior, Nathaniel Macon, 
Vincent Matthews, Archibald McBryde, Wm. Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha 
R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, John Rhea 
of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, Adam Seybert, Sam- 
uel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smi- 
lie, George Smith, John Smith, Samuel Smith, Rich- 
ard Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Jabez Upham, Archibald Van Horn, Kil- 
lian K. Van Rensselaer, Laban Wheaton, and James 
Wilson. 

Nars-——Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Adam Boyd, Robert 
Brown, William Butler, John Clopton, James Cox, 
William Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Jo- 


_ seph Desha, William Findley, Barzillai Gannett, Gid- 
' eon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 


Walter Jones, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 


f Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Nich. R. Moore, 


Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, 
John Nicholson, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Henry Southard, 
John Taylor, George M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Witherspoon. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House took up the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill concerning commercial inter- 
course with Great Britain and France, &c. 

The first amendment is to substitute in lieu of 
the section reviving the two first sections of the 
non-intercourse act, a section prohibiting the en- 
trance of British and French armed vessels into 
our waters, The amendment is only a change 
of words, being the same provision fully recited 
as was by the original bill reinforced. 

This amendment was agreed to without a divi- 
sion. 

The next amendment is a new séction provid- 
ing details for carrying the section last mentioned 
into effect. It interdicts all pacific intercourse 
with such armed vessels entering our waters, &c. 

Mr. Key moved to strike out the word “pa- 
cific.” The motion was lost—ayes 29. 

The section was agreed to without amend- 
ment. 


The next amendment proposed to strike out 
the third and fourth sections of the bill, and then 
to insert the following: 
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‘‘That the President of the United States be, and 
hereby is, authorized to employ the public armed ves- 
sels in protecting the commerce of the United States, 
and to issue instructions which shall be conformable to 
the laws and usages of nations, for the government of 
the ships which may be employed in that service.” 


Mr. J. G. Jackson said it appeared to him 
that no proposition had ever been submitted by 
one branch of the Legislature to the other simi- 
lar to the one now before the House. It con- 
tained two propositions, neither of which could 
be supported. 

The first of these, said Mr. J., is that the Presi- 
dent shal! be authorized, when he may deem it 
expedient, to employ the armed vessels of the 
United States in the protection of commerce If 
it be expedient to protect commerce, let Congress 
say so; let them declare it expedient and then 
devolve on the President power to carry their 
acts into execution. It seems to me with equal 
constitutionality we might refer to the President 
the authority of declaring war, levying taxes, or 
of doing everything which the Constitution 
points out as the duty of Congress. All iegisla- 
tive power is by the Constitution vested in Con- 
gress. They cannot transfer it. I admit, sir, 
that the President is a component part of the 
Legislature; but you can no more transfer to 
him the power belonging to us, than you can 
transfer your power to the other branch of the 
Legislature, and permit them to sit during the 
recess. 

But this power, thus given, is to be exercised 
according to the law of nations. The Constitu- 
tion has declared substantially that Congress 
shall define the law of nations. It is a very im- 
portant power, in the exercise of which we may 
and most probably shall come in collision with 
the definitions of other nations, and thus be 
brought into war—and I ask, sir, are you willing 
to confine this definition to any department of 
the Government? Itisa legislative power, which 
we cannot transfer ; and if we could, it would be 
inexpedient to do so. Why are we assembled 
here, if, when it becomes our duty to decide on 
our great relations with foreign nations, we 
shrink from the task and throw the responsibility 
of measures on other departments of the Gov- 
ernment? It appears to me that it would be ex- 
tremely difficult for us to agree on any system of 
convoy if we had the whole session before us, 
much less when we have only one day and a 
fraction of another. What trade shall we pro- 
tect? It may be urged by some that trade 
directed to places where it may be safely carried 
on ought to be exclusively protected; by others 
it might be urged that the value of the trade 
should first claim protection, and by others again 
that trade carried on in the products of the 
country should be entitled to preference. Which 
of these would we protect, and which of them 
would the President protect by granting convoy 
whenever he shall deem it expedient? It is out 
of the question to protect the whole, and it would 
be absurd to protecta part. We have something 
more than 1,500,000 tons of shipping; and we 
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are asked to protect this trade, destined to a 
thousand ports, and sailing from more than a 
hundred, by a few vessels, scarcely sufficient to 
protect our own. coast from pirates—it is using 
pigmy means for gigantic purposes, and, speaking 
with deference to the Senate, attempting to check 
the navy of Great Britain by means somewhat 
similar to those adopted by Gulliver to destroy 
that of Lilliput. 

But the President is to be authorized to grant 
convoy according to the laws and usages of na- 
tions on the subject. What is the law of nations 
on this point? I take it that question has never 
been fully decided. In the case of the Swedish 
convoy—the convoy claimed immunity from 
search; Britain claimed the right of search, and 
captured the convoy for resisting it. Shall we, 
then, with our scanty means, take the bull by 
the horns and insist on the definition which we 
are upable to carry into execution? Shall we 
employ our few ships, in contesting a question 
not settled by the law of nations, and on which 
Great Britain is expressly against us? If we 
say we will resist search, it will be war—and in 
such a war the people would not be with us. It 
is in vain to think of dragging them unwillingly 
into war. I had rather be hurried on by the peo- 
ple. I would be tardy at my post, rather than 
ask them to follow, when the public sentiment is 
unfavorable to war, and the people are expecting 
a far different state of things. I am very sure, if 
when insults were received within our waters 
we could not screw up our courage to the stick- 
ing place, the people would not consent to go to 
war On a question undecided and doubtful. 

Well, sir, if vessels convoyed are not exempt 
from search, of what avail will convoy be? 
Certainly of none. Your vessel will be present to 
witness the disgrace of the nation, and the cap- 
ture of the vessels searched ; for if you submit to 
the right of search, the right of restraining a 
vessel is implied and uniformly exercised. It 
cannot be expected that it will now be relin- 
quished ; and, if exercised, your vessels sailing 
under convoy will be liable to be carried into 
the nearest ports, their convoy to the contrary 
notwithstanding. As to the right of search, if a 
nation having territory in our vicinity were at- 
tacked by us, and could not hold out against our 
superior force unless by the intervention and aid 
of neutral force or supplies, I doubt very much 
whether our regard for the rights of neutrals 
would prevent us from searching such vessels to 
see whether or not they were engaged in unlaw- 
fultrade. Atany rate it is a question undecided, 
and of such magnitude that it ought not to be 
placed wholly at the discretion of the Executive. 

But, still referring to the President, this sec- 
tion authorizes the President to decide what 
trade is lawful and what is not. This is a sub- 
ject on which we have been negotiating for years. 

e contend that the trade to the colonies direct 
isa lawful trade. If we abandon this point by 
refusing to exercise the right, it will be conced- 
ing a principle for which we have strenuously 
contended. Ifthe instructions of the President 
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should be that certain articles, which are not 
contraband in our opinion, should not be carried 
in the vessels to be convoyed, we cede that they 
are contraband. If we pursue this course, it will 
be said that we claim a great deal but take noth- 
ing; that we make much show on paper, but 
dwindle into insignificance when we come into 
action. I would not concur in a project like 
this, if | were as fond of war as Don Quixotte. 


It appears to me, in whatever point of view 


we examine the question of convoy, we are met 
with insuperable objections, almost as great as to 
the ridiculous project of arming our merchant 
vessels ; I say ridiculous, because if a private ves- 
sel carrying arms resists the right of search, a 
right sanctioned by the European decisions on 
the law of nations, the vessel will be seized for 
piracy and the persons on board be hung as 
pirates. If they submit to the right of search, of 
what avail will theirarms be? After the vesse} 
is in possession of a superior force, which posses- 
sion was acquired because the merchantman did 
not dare to resist it, it will be in vain to resist or 
attempt to beat off an enemy who is in possess- 
ion. The arming of private vessels can be of no 
use but for protection against pirates. 


I hope, sir, that the amendment from the Sen- 


ate will be rejected, and the more especially as 


no one has attempted to defend it. 

Messrs. Macon, Burwe.tu, Boyp, Tay or, 
Sournarp, and Guotson, opposed the ameni- 
ment. 

The amendment was opposed, not so much on 
the principle of convoy as on the vagueness 0! 
the terms in which it was couched, and the al- 
leged impracticability of carrying it into effect in 
any manner advantageously to the interest of the 
merchants, or of the United States. 

Mr. GuHo.tson moved to strike out the whole 
of the Senate’s amendment, and insert several 


sections, including a system of convoy, the same 
as that several weeks ago reported by Mr. Eppes. 


The Speaker decided, that as a bill, contain- 
ing precisely the same provisions as the proposed 
amendment, was committed toa Committee of the 
Whole, the amendment was not in order accord- 
ing to the practice of the House. 

Mr. Van Horn said this subject appeared to 
be involved in much difficulty, and it was scarcely 
probable that the two Houses would agree on 
any bill. He neither liked the original stock nor 
the amendment which the Senate had ingrafted 
on it. He, therefore, moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. Dana opposed the indefinite postponement, 
on the ground of the possibility of both Houses 
agreeing on some system for the protection o! 
commerce. 

The question was then taken on indefinite post- 
ponement, and decided in the negative—yeas 23, 
nays 64, as follows: 

Yeas—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, W1l- 
liam Chamberlin, William Ely, James Emott, Daniel 
Heister, Richard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Philip 
B. Key, Joseph Lewis, jun., Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel 
Macon, Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, Joseph 


90 
Ape 


Peal 
Ra 

ford 
Are 
ban 


kiel 

Bibb 
Will 
Cloy 


Jam 


Fine 
Gar 
son 
Jon 
Ale: 
gom 
Mor 
Nev 
Pen 
ards 
mon 
Joht 
ard, 

jun. 


ame 
on § 


in st 
ditic 
dise, 
was 
as fi 


Blais 
Chai 
Davi 
Wal 
seph 
Robe 
Tho: 
junic 
Shef 
John 
Ren: 


Davi 
Will 
ell € 
ford, 
Mes 
ner, 
Joht 
and 
Nic 
Tho 


thia: 
Sey! 
Geo 
Tho 
and 


mer 
the 

redt 
Sta 





24 
10. 


not 
ied 
ey 
vill 
th- 
but 
nto 


ike 


lew 
met 
$ to 
ant 
v @s- 
b, a 
On 
for 
, a8 
1. of 
ssel 
SOS 
did 
it or 
ess- 
f no 


Sen- 
y as 


LOR, 
end- 


h on 
s of 
> al- 
ct in 
the 


hole 
eral 
ame 
PES. 
‘ain- 
osed 
f the 
ord- 


d to 
cely 
> on 
; nor 
afted 
fur- 


rent, 
yuses 
n ol 


post- 
s 23, 


Wil- 
aniel 
Philip 
aniel 


seph 


ps 
Po 


2025 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


2026 





Aprit, 1810. 


et eeaeeome ooasemaeeamanmenmeeenteemenetomnamee ares ————— — 


Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Josiah Quincy, John 
Randolph, Dan’! Sheffey, Samuel Smith, Richard Stan- 
ford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Jabez Upham, 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, La- 
ban Wheaton, and James Wilson. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Adam Boyd, John Brown, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, Orchard Cook, 
James Cox, William Crawford, Richard’ Cutts, Samuel 
W. Dana, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Gardner, David S, Garland, Thomas Gholson, Peter- 
son Goodwyn, Jacob Hufty, John G. Jackson, Walter 
Jones, William Kennedy, Aaron Lyle, Robert Marion, 
Alexander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, John Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas 
Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, John Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Jno. Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Rich- 
ards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Henry South- 
ard, John Taylor, John Thompson, Charles Turner, 
jun., Robert Weakley, and Robert Whitehill. 


A division was called for on the Senate’s 
amendments, so as to take the question separately 
on striking out and inserting. 

And the question on agreeing with the Senate 
in striking out the fourth section (laying an ad- 
ditional duty on all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported from Great Britain and France,) 
was decided in the negative—yeas 34, nays 40, 
as follows: 

Yras—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Daniel 
Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, William 
Chamberlin, James Cochran, Wm. Ely, James Emott, 
David S. Garland, Daniel Heister, Robert Jenkins, 
Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, Jo- 
seph Lewis, jun., Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, William Milnor, 
Thos. Moore, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Timothy Pitkin, 
junior, John Randolph, Thomas Sammons, Daniel 
Sheffey, Saml. Smith, Richard Stanford, Jacob Swoope, 
John Taylor, Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van 
Rensselaer, and James Wilson. 

Nars—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, How- 
ell Cobb, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Craw- 
ford, Richard Cutts, Joseph Desha, William Findley, 
Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gard- 
ner, Thos. Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Jacob Hufty, 
John G. Jackson, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, 
Nicholas R. Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Mat- 
thias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, 
George Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, John 
Thompson, Charles Turner, jun. Robert Weakley, 
and Robert Whitehill. 

Mr. Ranpovpa then moved that the amend- 
ment to the bill now under consideration lie on 
the table for the purpose of taking up the bill for 
reducing the Naval Establishment of the United 
States. The motion was lost—ayes 26. 


Commercial Intercourse. 








Mr. Guotson moved to amend the section pro- 
posed as an amendment, by striking out the words 
“when he may deem it expedient,” and inserting 
the word “forthwith.” Lost, without a division. 

The question on agreeing to the section pro- 
posed by the Senate respecting protection of com- 
merce, was decided in the negative—yeas 17, nays 
70, as follows: 


Yeas—William Anderson, James Breckenridge, 
John Brown, Joseph Calhoun, William Chamberlin, 
Matthew Clay, David S. Garland, Matthew Lyon, 
Alexander McKim, John Montgomery, Thomas Moore, 
Gurdon 8. Mumford, John Rhea of ‘l'ennessee, Thos. 
Sammons, Adam Seybert, Killian K. Van Rensse- 
laer, and James Wilson. 


Nars—Willis Alston, junior, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Daniel 
Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, James Cochran, 
Orchard Cook, James Cox, Richard Cutts, John Dav- 
enport, jun., John Dawson, James Emott, William 
Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, Gideon 
Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel 
Heister, Jacob Hufty, John G. Jackson, Robert Jen- 
kins, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, Philip B. Key, 
Joseph Lewis, jun., Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
Pleasant M. Miller, Wm. Milnor, Nicholas R. Moore, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Roger Nel- 
son, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jun., John Porter, John Randolph, John Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebe- 
nezer Sage, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Dennis 
Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Henry Southard, Richard Stanford, John Stanley, Ja- 
cob Swoope, Benjamin Tallmadge, John Taylor, John 
Thompson, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., 
Archibald Van Horn, Robert Weakley, and Laban 
Wheaton. 


Mr. Guouson then moved to amend the amend- 
ments by inserting, in lieu of the said section pro- 
posed by the Senate, the following: 


“And be it further enacted, That merchant vessels 
of the United States, owned wholly by a citizen or cit- 
izens thereof, laden wholly with articles of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United States, owned 
wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof, navigated wholly 
by citizens of the United States, not having on board 
implements of war, and bound to any port or place not 
actually blockaded, with which intercourse shall be pro- 
hibited by the decrees or orders of the Governments of 
Great Britain or France, shall be entitled to protection 
by convoy. 


“And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States shall be and he is hereby authorized, on 
the application of a citizen or citizens of the United 
States, to employ the public armed vessels of the Uni- 
ted States in convoying and protecting merchant ves- 
sels of the United States, owned wholly by a citizen 
or citizens thereof, laden wholly with articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, 
owned wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof, navigated 
wholly by citizens of the United States, not having on 
board implements of war, and bound to any port or 
place not actually invested, with which intercourse 
shall be prohibited by the decrees or orders of the Gov- 
ernments of Great Britain or France. 

“And the President of the United States is hereby 
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authorized to instruct the commanders of the public 
armed vessels of the United States to oppose and de- 
fend against any search, restraint, or seizure, which 
shall be attempted upon vessels sailing under convoy, 
by the commander or crew of any armed vessel, and 
to repel by force any assault or hostility which may be 
committed by such armed vessel pursuing such at- 
tempt, and to subdue and capture the same. 

“And be it further enacted, That any armed vessel 
which shall be captured in consequence of search, re- 
straint, or seizure, which shall be attempted upon ves- 
sels under convoy, shall be considered lawful prize, and 
may be condemned in any court of the United States 
having competent jurisdiction, and the proceeds arisng 
from the sale of such prize shall be distributed in con- 
formity to the provisions of the act for the better Gov- 
ernment of the Navy of the United States. 


“And be it further enacted, That, after notice of 
this act at the several custom houses, it shall be the 
duty of the collectors, and they are hereby required to 
refuse a clearance to any merchant vessel bound un- 
der convoy to any port or place with which intercourse 
shall be prohibited by the decrees or orders of the Gov- 
ernments of Great Britain or France, unless satisfac- 
tory proof shall be exhibited that the cargo of such 
vessel consists wholly of articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture, of the United States; that the vessel 
and cargo are owned wholly by a citizen or citizens 
thereof; that the vessel is navigated wholly by citizens 
of the United States ; and that no part of the cargo 
consists of implements of war. And it shall be the 
duty of the collector to annex to the clearance granted, 
a certificate stating that the vessel and cargo are owned 
wholly by a citizen or citizens of the United States; 
that the vessel is navigated wholly by citizens of the 
United States ; that the cargo consists whully of arti- 
cles of the growth, produce, or, manufacture, of the 
United States ; and that implements of war constitute 
no part of the cargo. 

“And be it further enacted, For the better regula- 
tion. of the conduct of the collectors at the several 
ports, that the terms “implements of war,” used in 
this act, shall be considered as including the following 
articles, and no other, viz: saltpetre, sulphur, pikes, 
swords, sword-belts, knapsacks, saddles, and bridles, 
cannons, mortars, fire-arms, bombs, grenades, bullets, 
fire-locks, flints, matches, and gunpowder. 


“And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States shall be and he is hereby author- 
ized to establish suitable instructions in conformity 
with the provisions of this act, for the regulation of 
the conduct of the collectors and naval officers at the 
several ports, and of the officers of the navy employed 
in convoying merchant vessels bound to ports or places 
with which intercourse shall be prohibited by the de- 
crees or orders of the Governments of Great Britain or 
France. 

“And be it further enacted, That, whenever the 
decrees and orders of the Governments of Great Brit- 
ain and France, violating the lawful commerce and 
neutral rights of the United States, shall be withdrawn, 
or so modified as that they shall cease to violate the 
neutral commerce of the United States, the powers 
vested in the President of the United States by this 
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of this act) the lawful commerce of the United States 
against the Power continuing in force its decrees or 
orders.” 

Doubts arising whether it was possible to amend 
an amendment already decided on by the House, 
and debate ensuing—a motion was made to ad- 
journ and carried, ata little before 6 o’clock. 





Tuespay, May 1. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “Ap 
act to erect a lighthouse at the entrance of Scit- 
uate harbor, a stone column on a spit of land at 
the entrance into Boston harbor, and a beacon on 
Beach Point, near Plymouth harbor, in the State 
of Massachusetts; a light at the entrance of Bayou 
St. John into Lake Pontchartrain ; and two lights 
on Lake Erie,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The title of the bill was then amended by add- 
ing to the end, “ and for beacons and buoys near 
the entrance of Beverly harbor.” 

The bill further to amend the census act was 
read the third time, and passed. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. Macon said he rose to call the attention 
of this House to no less a subject than the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The wise framers 
of the Constitution had made it as perfect as they 
could, and yet they had been conscious that ex- 
perience would discover defects in it, and there- 
fore prescribed a mode for amending it. The 
Constitution, said Mr. M., forbids to members of 
Congress the acceptance of any appointment to 
any office which shall be created, or the emolu- 
ments of which shall have been increased during 
the time for which they were elected. My ob- 
ject is, that no person, during the Presidential 
term in which he has been a member, shall ac- 
cept an appointment from the Executive. Mr. 
M. laid the following resolution on the table, not 
meaning to cail it up at the present session : 

“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assem bled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, ‘That 
the following section be submitted to the Legislatures 

| of the several States, which, when ratified by the Le- 
gislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid 
and binding as a part of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States : 

“No Senator or Representative after having taken 
his seat, shall, during the time for which he was elect- 
ed, be eligible to any civil appointment under the au- 
thority of the United States, nor shall any person be 
eligible to any such appointment until the expiration 
of the Presidential term during which such person shal! 
have been a Senator or Representative.” 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
The following Message was received from the 


act shall cease and determine. And, in the event of | PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


a withdrawal of the decrees and orders of only one of 
the belligerents, the President of the United States 
shall continue to employ the public armed vessels in 
protecting by convoy (in conformity to the provisions 


I transmit to the House a report of the Secretary of 
State complying with their resolution of the 30th of 
April. JAMES MADISON. 

May 1, 1810. 
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DerarntMrent or State, May 1, 1810. 

In pursuance of the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of yesterday, the Secretary of State has the 
honor of transmiting to the President of the United | 
States the accompanying papers, marked A, B, C, D, 
E, F. 

No information has been received, that any commu- 
cation has been made to our Minister at London on 
the part of the British Government “ in answer to any 
note presented by him in pursuance of instructions on | 
the 23d November, 1809.” 

No answers have been given to the “ propositions 
or overtures, made on the part of the United States to | 
the Governments of Great Britain and France, respect- | 
ing any of the orders and. decrees affecting neutral 
commerce,” which have not been heretofore, or which 
are not herewith communicated. All which is respect- 











fully submitted. R. SMITH. 
A. 
Extract of a letter from General Armstrong, to Mr. 
Champagny. 


Panis, September 8, 1809. 

“] had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s let- | 
ter of the 22d of August last, in exposition of the prin- | 
ciples adopted by His Majesty with regard to neutral | 
commerce. I shall hasten to transmit a copy of this | 
note to my Government.” 

B. | 
The Secretary of State to General Armstrong. 
Derantment or Srare, Dec. 1, 1809. | 

Sin: Enclosed you have five copies of the Presi- 
dent’s Message and of its accompanying documents. 
They will afford you a view of the existing state of things 
here, and particularly of the ground taken in the cor- 
respondence with the British Minster. You will per- } 
ceive that the deliberations of Congress at the present 
session cannot but be embarrassed by the painful con- 
sideration that the two principal belligerents have been 
for some time alike regardless of our neutral rights, and 
that they manifest no disposition to relinquish, in any | 
degree, their unreasonable pretensions. 

You will also, herewith, receive a copy of a letter to 
Mr. Pinkney, which will show the light in which M. 
Champagny’s letter is viewed by the President, and 
at the same time the course of proceeding prescribed to | 
our Minister in London. You will of course under- 
stand it to be wished that you should ascertain the 
meaning of the French Government as to the condi- 
tion on whi@h it has been proposed to revoke the Ber- | 
lin decree. On the principle which seems to be as- | 
sumed by M. Champagny, nothing more ought to be | 
required than a recall from Great Britain of her procla- 
mation or illegal blockades which are of a date prior to | 
that of the Berlin decree, or a formal declaration that 
they are not now in force. Should this be done, and | 
be followed by an annulment of all the decrees and | 
orders in chronological order, and Great Britain should 
afterwards put in force old or proclaim new blockades, 
contrary to the law of nations, it would produce ques- 
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tofore maintained by the United States, and particu- 
larly to the definition contained in the Treaty of 

une and October, 1801, between Great Britain and 
Russia. However founded the definition of M. Cham- 
pagny may be in reason and general utility, and 
consequently, however desirable to be made the es- 
tablished law on the subject of blockades, a different 
practice has too long prevailed among all nations, 
France as well as others, and is too strongly authen- 
ticated by the writers of admitted authority to be com- 
batted by the United States. 

If you should receive from the French Government 
explanations proper to be communicated to Mr. Pink- 
ney, you will not fail to transmit the same to him 
without delay. But should they be such as to make 
it important that Mr. Pinkney should immediately 
found thereon an application to the British Govern- 
ment to prepare the way for a repeal of the Berlin 
decree, you will be pleased to hasten the communica- 
tion to him by a special messenger. Whatever the 
explanations may be, you will of course transmit them 
to this department, with such other information as 
may be interesting. With great respect, &c. 

R. SMITH. 

Gen. Jounxn Anmetuone, &c. 

C. 
Mr. Smith to Mr. Pinkney. 
Derartrment or State, Nov. 11, 1809. 

Sir: From the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. 
Champagny to General Armstrong, it appears that the 
French Government has taken a ground in relation to 
the British violation of our neutral rights, not the same 
with that heretofore taken, and which it is proper you 
should be acquainted with. You will observe that the 
terms stating the condition on which the Berlin decree 
will be revoked are not free from obscurity. They ad- 
mit the construction, however, that if Great Britain will 
annul her illegal blockades, as distinct from her Orders 
in Council, such as the blockade from the Elbe to 
Brest, &c., prior to the Berlin decree, and perhaps of 
subsequent date, but still distinct from her Orders in 
Council, that France will put an end to her Berlin de- 
cree, or at least the illegal part of it. Whilst, therefore, 
it becomes important to take proper steps, as will be 
done, through General Armstrong, to ascertain the real 
and precise meaning of Mr. Champagny’s letter, it is 
important also that your interposition should be used 
to ascertain the actual state of the British blockades, 
distinct from the Orders in Council, whether merely 
on paper or otherwise illegal, and whether prior or 
subsequent to the Berlin deeree, and to feel the pulse 
of the British Government on the propriety of putting 
them out of the way in order to give force to our call on 
France to prepare the way for a repeal of the Orders 
in Council, by her repeal of that decree. 

In execution of this task, I rely on the judgment 
and delicacy by which I am persuaded you will be 
guided, and on your keeping in mind the desire of this 
Government to entangle itself as little as possible in the 


| question of priority in the violation of our neutral 





tions between her and the United States, which the | rights, and to commit itself as little possible to either 
French Government is bound to leave to the United belligerent as to the course to be taken with the other. 
States, at least until it shall find it necessary to bring If it should be found that no illegal blackades are 


forward complaints of an acquiescence on our part not 
consistent with the neutrality professed by us. 

You will yourself, and if necessary, you will let the 
French Government understand that we do not con- 
sider ourselves bound to contest the legality of a block- 
ade which may be conformable to the definition here- 


now in force, and declared by Great Britain, or that 
| the British Government is ready to revoke and with- 
| draw all such as may not be consistent with the defi- 
| nition of blockade in the Russian Treaty of June, 1801, 
it will be desirable that you lose no time in giving the 
information to General Armstrong, and whatever may 
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be the result of your inquiries, that you hasten a com- 
‘munication of it to me. 
Writing on short notice of the present conveyance, 
I have only to add the assurance of my esteem and 
great consideration, &c. 
R. SMITH. 


D. 


‘Extract of a letter from General Armstrong to the Sec- 


retary of State. 


Panis, Jun. 28, 1810. 

“In conformity to the suggestions contained in your 
letter of the Ist December, 1809, I inquired whether, if 
Great Britain revoked her blockades of a date anterior 
to the decree commonly called the Berlin decree, His 
Majesty, the Emperor would consent to revoke the 
said decree. To which the Minister answered that 
“ the only condition required for the revocation by His 
Majesty, of the decree of Berlin, will be a previous re- 
vocation by the British Government of her blockades 
of France, or part of France, (such as that from the 
Elbe to Brest, &c.) of a date anterior to that of the 
aforesaid decree ; and that if the British Government 
would then recall the Orders in Council, which had 
occasioned the decree of Milan, that decree should also 
be annulled.” 

E. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to the Secretary 
of State. 


Lonpon, Feb 28, 1810. 

“T have received from General Armstrong a letter 
of which a copy is enclosed ; and have, in consequence, 
made written inquiry of Lord Wellesley, with whom 
I had before communicated personally on the subject, 
as to the existence of the blockade to which it al- 
ludes. Iam not without hopes that the reply to my 
inquiry will amount to a declaration (satisfying in sub- 
stance the condition mentioned in General Armstrong’s 
letter) that these blockades are not in force ; and if it 
should, I will send immediate notice to General Arm- 
strong. I have prepared an official letter to you on this 
head, which, with such additions as circumstances 
may enable me to make to it, will be sent by the cor- 
vette” John Adams. 


F. 
Copy of a letter from Gen. Armstrong to Mr Pinkney. 


Panis, Jan. 25, 1810. 

Sin: A letter from Mr. Secretary Smith of the Ist 
of December last, made it my duty to inquire of his 
Excellency, the Duke of Cadore what were the condi- 
tions on which His Majesty the Emperor would annul 
his decree, commonly called the Berlin decree, and 
whether, if Great Britain revoked her blockades of a 
date anterior to that decree, His Majesty would consent 
to revoke the said decree? To these questions I have 
this day received the following answer, which I hasten 
to convey to you by a special messenger. 


ANSWER. 


“The only condition required for the revocation by 
His Majesty the Emperor, of the decree of Berlin, will 
be the previous revocation by the British Government 
of her blockades of France, or part of France, (such as 
that from the Elbe to Brest, &c.,) of a date anterior 
to that of the aforesaid decree.’”’ I have the honor to 
be, d&c. 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
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GENERAL WILKINSON. 


Mr. Bur.er, from the committee appointed t, 
inquire into the conduct of Brigadier Genera| 
James Wilkinson, rose to make a report. 

The Speaker observed that the report migh 
be laid on the table, but could not now be read, 
because the unfinished business had preference in 
the orders of the day. 

Several gentlemen rose at once to speak. Some 
confusion prevailed. 


Mr. Ranvoupu obtained the floor. He moved 


that the unfinished business (the bill concerning F 


commercial intercourse) should lie on the table, 
He asked if the House wasreduced to such a state 
of imbecility that they were afraid even to face 
a Brigadier General? The pecple of the Unite 
States, he said, among whom the passions and 
prejudices found in this House did not prevail 
would know how to estimate this attempt to stifle 
a report on so interesting a subject. No wonde: 
that those who opposed the inquiry,and the friend: 
and partisans of General Wilkinson in this House 
should attempt to prevent the report from being 
received. The committee was not one appointe: 
by ballot, against which any charge of prejudice 
or party feelings against this officer could be made 
their report was entitled to attention and ough 
to be received. 


Mr. Smite said he felt nothing of passion no: 
party feelings on this occasion, nor any feeling 
but a desire to prevent the violation of the Con. 
stitution. If, said Mr. S., there be passion any. 
where in the House, it is in the gentleman’s ow: 
breast. I never had either quarrel or friendshi) 
with General Wilkinson ; I never had contest o 
dispute with him. I believe, sir, there is neither 
passion or — in the House, but in the gen: 
tleman himself. 

Mr. Macon said the Army was the nation’s, ani 
the House had aright toinquireinto it. If there 
were any sin in so doing, he was willing to take 
it all on his own head. He could not see what 
was the object of gentlemen in refusing to take 
up the business. 

Mr. Taytor said he had been against the in- 
quiry ; but since the House had agreed, however 
improperly, to make the inquiry, he was willing 
to hear the report read. 

Mr. Burver (chairman of the committee) said 
that, as members of a committee, the persons com- 
posing the committee were above being guilty o! 
the act of suffering party feelings to have any 
weight on their mind. He regretted extremely 
that an attempt should be made to smother the 
inquiry, as he now saw it. The committee had 
a right to demand it, and as chairman he now 
demanded the reading of the report. 

Mr. McKim could not see why the ordinary 
course of proceeding should be dispensed with in 
favor of this report. If taken up now, and the 
whole of it read, it would probably take till mid- 
night, and the House would be precluded from 
doing any further business during the session. 

Mr. Nexson said he had a few observations to 
make, and he trusted he should show that he was 
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a partisan of no party. When he among others 
had objected to the reading of the report, he said 
he had done it on two grounds. 1. That it was 
entirely out of order, because the hour for receiv- 
_ ing reports had passed away, and the time had 
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the United States. if brought before this tribunal, 
however immaculate he may be, will becondemned 
if evidence against him alone is to be heard. 

There is no man in this House who, by taking an 
| active part, may have created himself enemies, 





- arrived when the order of the day ought to be| but may be called upon to answer charges in the 


taken up. The reading of the report would con- 
sume the greater part, if not the whole of the day. 
_ He judged so not only from the warmth displayed 
on the occasion, but from the size of the bundles 
upon the table, (of papers reported by the com- 
- mittee,) which he supposed were to be read. But. 
as he always acted on fair grounds, Mr. N. said 
he would state that the prominent reason which 
actuated his mind was, that he did not think jus- 
tice would be done-to the man. In saying this, 
he did not mean that any gentleman of the House 
would be disposed to do him injustice, but that 
from the nature of the case injustice must be done 
to General Wilkinson, if the report was read at 
this session. There were, said he, two subjects 
of inquiry referred to the committee, both import- 
ant; and from the distance of the scene where 
the events supposed did take place, if they took 
place at all, it must appear that the time has been 
_ so short that evidence could not be taken. No 
_ onecould be examined by the committee but those 
_ who were in the city or were stationed in the 
neighborhood, nor any documents procured but 
those picked up out of this or that book store. Is 
it possible, that a mass of evidence, sufficient to 
bring the House toa clear result, could have been 
collected since the committee was appointed ? It 
appears to me that it could not. If the docu- 
ments or testimony thus hastily collated were to 
be printed, they would make an improper impres- 
sion on the public mind, unless the whole subject 
could be before them. 

In conformity with what I deem my duty as a 
legislator and a man; what I deem my duty asa 
man who wishes to see substantial justice done 
to every part of the community, [ will make a 
few more observations and have done. 

When this committee was raised, it is very true, 
I was opposed to it; not, if 1 may be believed, be- 
cause I was unwilling that General Wilkinson’s 
conduct should be inquired into, but because I 
objected to the mode of inquiry. 1 did not think 
the Constitution of the United States sanctioned 
an inquiry in this form; I am still of that opin- 
ion—but, the House having decided to the contrary 
I must acquiesce ; for although I cannot change 
my opinion, I should think it indecorous again to 
argue a question already decided by the House. 
The evidence taken in this ease, if Iam rightly in- 
formed, is altogether ex parte. Iunderstand that 
General Wilkinson was never summoned ; that 
he never appeared before the committee; that he 
was not permitted to examine a single witness, 
either to exculpate himself or to show the falsity 
of the evidence. Sir, is a man to be tried before 
an anomalous tribunal, without himself being 
present, and without having an opportunity to 
confront his accuser? Is this the way in which 
any citizen of the United States is to be tried ? 
If it be, I venture to pronounce that any man in 
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newspapers, and, though not present, may be con- 
demned on any of them. Sir, 1 am opposed, on 
principles of common justice and of the Consti- 
tution, to having the papers read or printed, be- 
cause the evidence was taken ex parte, the man 
accused being absent, although he might have 
been present had the committee chosen it. When 
| this House undertakes to assume a judicial power, 
as they have done, to try a case, it was to be ex- 
pected that they would have given the accused 
the same chance as any other citizen—and was 
it ever heard of before that a man was condemned 
unheard ? A man is accused; a tribunal is ap- 
pointed to try him while hundreds of miles off; 
no notice is given @ him; evidence is summoned 
against him; he is tried and condemned—and 
this under the free Constitution of the United 
States! I am told, sir. that he asked leave to at- 
tend the committee and was refused. [A member 
near Mr. N. observed that this was a mistake.} 
When a man is tried, sir, said Mr. N.. it is nota 
privilege for him to ask to appear before his ac- 
cuser; but he has aright to be summoned. Was 
the greatest criminal ever executed at Tyburn 
condemned on ex parte testimony, without being 
heard in his defence? Was General Wilkinson, 
before or after his arrival, summoned before the 
committee? I wait fora reply. 

[Mr. Desua (a member of the committee) said 
that the committee did not receive notice that 
General Wilkinson wished to appear before them. 
The committee had occasion for papers in Gen- 
eral Wilkinson’s possession. A subpena duces 
tecum had been issued to General Wilkinson, 
either to bring the papers or send them. The 
papers had been sent. ] 

Not only then, said Mr. N., was this officer not 
notified to appear in his own defence, but he was 
actually applied to by the committee for evidence 
designed by them to implicate himself; and he 
did what I think no other man would have done, 
and sent these papers. This is the first time, sir, 
that I ever heard of a man being summoned to 
produce evidence to convict himself. When the 
man has an opportunity to justify himself, then 
and then only can the nation come to a correet 

| judgment on his merits or demerits. lam au- 
| thorized by General Wilkinson to state that if he 
had an opportunity given him, he has papers to 
confute every charge made against him. Whe- 
ther he has or has not, God only knows. He has 
stated it to me; for, sir, L[have known him well 
from his youth; Iam his personal friend till 1 
find him to be that which he is said tobe. When 
that shall appear, my friendship is atan end. I 
have been and am his friend, because I believe 
him to bea good officer, a man of worth, and a 
patriot. He has expressed to me iis regret that 
he could not have an opportunity of coming into 
court and vindicating his character. It isof con- 
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sequence to him that he should have justice; but | had delared it to be ex parte ; that no opportunity 
it is of more consequence to us that no man should | was given to hear testimony in exculpation. By 
come before the nation and complain that justice | what power of divination the gentleman had goi. 
is not dune to him. A man indicted for treason, | ten into the secret of the committee’s report, Mr, 
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witnesses being heard against him, and he con- 
demned to death without an opportunity of being 
heard, would have great right to complain—and 
would not every man in the nation be satisfied that 
injustice had been done? What is the difference 
between such a case and the present? In one case 
an execution of the body takes place ; in this case 
a complete execution of the character. Will not, 
lask you, sir, this ea parte testimony raise a great 
prejudice against this officer in those who are 
not possessed of discriminating minds? So help 
me God, sir, if this man had had an opportunity 
of going before this honorable committee, of sub- 
penaing his witnesses and openiog his budget, 
and the question had been considered on both sides, 
I should have no objection to receiving the com- 
mittee’s report; for althoughghe tribunal is un- 
constitutional, every one will agree that it isa 
strictly honorable one; and, though unconstitu- 
tional, it will fix a stain on a man’s character as 
indelibly as a decision of the Supreme Court. I 
think this evidence should either remain till next 
session, and then be referred toa committee to 
take further testimony, or that this committee 
should have leave to sit during the recess. This 
inquiry produces no result so far; those who have 
prosecuted or persecuted General Wilkinson will 

o on. Others will remain as they were before. 

he great mass of the people, who are partisans on 
no side, ought not to be influenced by the ex parte 
statements, called testimony, which will be laid 
before them. 

Mr. Pearson said that the gentleman had made 
so many different statements, that he had risen in 
order to state facts to the Committee. It was all! 
important, he said, that the thing should be set 
right, and that the report itself should test the 
correctness of the opinions expressed by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland. A great part of what 
the gentleman had said seems to be in defence of 
this person, and he had given such a coloring to 
this affair as to cast reflections on the House and 
on the committee. Mr. P. had heard with regret, 
as a Representative of the people, the insinuations 
which had been thrown out. The gentleman had 
at all events (and he gave him credit for that) 
done justice to private friendship; and that was 
some evidence at least of goodness of heart. The 
gentleman had stated what had been the conduct 
of the committee. Mr. P. said he did not stand 
here (because it was unnecessary ) as the defender 
of the committee—[Mr. Nexson said he had not 
the least intention to cast any reflection on the 
committee.} Their acts would speak for them, 
Mr. P. said. If saving the time of the House 
was the object in opposing the report, that had 
been badly effected ; and the very gentlemen who 
were so solicitous to save time were those who 
consumed it. He would also observe, he said, 


that the facts which were stated in that report | 


were extremely material. The gentleman seems 
to have anticipated the result of the inquiry, and 


| B. said he could not undertake to say; but he 
could state to the gentleman and the House that 
the committee had done everything in their power 
to elucidate the transactions referred to their cop- 
sideration. If the inquiry had been ez parte, the 
examination of the witnesses had not; for they 
had been sworn to tell the truth and the whole 
truth. Mr. P. said he would also state that the 
committee had not been able to complete the in. 
| vestigation of the whole subject. They had no: 
been able to obtain conclusive evidence, and had 
not stated any opinion in the report; and if the 
report is to make any impression, it will not be 
the fault of the committee, but of the witnesses 
and of the accused himself, for much of the evi- 
dence was under hisown hand. Now he appealed 
to gentlemen who professed to be friends to Gen. 
eral Wilkinson whether any object would be 
gained by stifling the report. It depended upon 
the friends of General Wilkinson, together with 
| other members, to say whether the inquiry shoul 
be pursued ; and he (Mr. P.) as a member of the 
committee would never give an opinion until 
General Wilkinson could have an opportunity of 
| being heard. Perhaps, when the whole circum- 
| stances were disclosed, even the gentleman from 
Maryland might change his opinion and think 
better of the committee who had made this report. 
He thought, as there were many facts which were 
already Suoers to the people of this country, and 
in consequence of those facts considerable pre- 
judices had been excited against General Wilkiv- 
son, this was not the manner in which those sus- 
picions were to be entirely destroyed. 

Mr. P. said he did believe, from the number of 
papers laid on the table, that it would be impos- 
sible to read the whole of them during this day; 
but he should wish the report of the committee 
to be read, which consisted principally of refer- 
encesto papers which the committeeconceived sul- 
ciently proved to authorize them to submit them lo 
the House, and, after hearing the statement which 
the committee had made as to particular points, 
the House could determine eater it was proper 
to pursue the investigation or not; and this de- 
termination ought to be made at this session ; be- 
| cause some process perhaps ought to issue under 

the authority of the present Congress to compel 
witnesses to attend at the next meeting of Con- 
gress, if the committee were not to sit during the 
recess. Mr. P. therefore conceived that if the 
| gentleman wished to do justice to his friend and 
to the country, he would not fora moment oppose 
| the reception of those papers. And here he might! 
| observe that he had never known an instance 11 
| the annals of legislation, where a committee had 
| ‘been appointed to perform a particular act, and 
| that committee elideviebd days and nights to 
the duty assigned them, and after the committee 
had completed the work as far as they could go, 
| the report should be rejected, or not received by 
ithe House. If not, he trusted that at this time 
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and on this subject, so interesting, a dangerous 
recedent would not be established. 
Mr. Key contended that the conduct of General 





| Wilkinson had been rather insulting towards the 


- committee. To another committee (on the state 
- of the Army) he had addressed a petition to be 
- heard before them. Before a committee in the 
- course of whose inquiry his conduct might be in- 
 cidentally involved, he had asked to be heard. To 
a committee however, appointed especially to 
- inquire into his conduct he had addressed no such 
application. His not having done it, so far from 
being made a plea that he was about to be con- 
demned without having been heard, was, in Mr. 
 K.’s. mind, a slight on that committee, and his let- 
ter to the House did imply as much. Mr. K. said 
he had no idea that a committee raised under the 
~ authority of the House should be subjected to such 
insult. He did not know what the committee 
_ had done, for he had not exchanged five minutes 
conversation with any of them on the subject of 
their inquiry. All proceeding in such an inves- 
tigation, as before a grand jury, must be ex parte 
of course. When a man was kept in office contrary 
- tothe sense of the nation, he thanked God that 
there was a Constiutional remedy in this House, 
who held the national purse-strings. The reasonof 
this report’s not coming in earlier, he had under- 
stood, was that it was not till this morning ready. 
Mr. Ranvo-p# said if he could, like the gentle- 
man from Maryland (Mr. Netson) have made 
an able speech on the merits of the report before 
he had heard it read, perhaps like him he should 
have been willing to dispense with the reading of 
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disprove all that the committee had adduced 
against them? No Constitutional scruples then 
entered intothe mind of either of these gentlemen; 
they were contented to proceed, as all grand _in- 
quests must proceed, on €2 parte evidene. Did 
not Colonel Burr, that other “honorable man who 
has been so greatly persecuted,” complain that the 
grand jury at Richmond proceeded on ex parte 
and perjured evidence? And was it not ex parte? 
Was he called before the grand jury? No, sir; 
although, if Iam not much misinformed, he very 
modestly wished to be called before it, and to 
have them instructed by the court in relation to 
the course which they should pursue. 

But, if lunderstood the gentleman from Mary- 
land correctly, he states that this committee, as 
far as they have proceeded to take any evidence 
or document from General Wilkinson, have done 
him a very sensible injury, inasmuch as they have 
called upon a man to produce, through a subpeena, 
evidence against himself. If Lunderstood rightly, 
the papers which the committee called upon Gen- 
eral Wilkinson (through a subpena duces tecum) 
to produce, were papers which he had gotten into 
his possession out of the War Office; which, I 
undertake to say, were feloniously purloined out 
of that office—and if time was not so short, I 
should unquestionably have moved an inquiry into 
the matter—for, unless this view be correct, then 
has the Secretary of War been guilty of a flagrant 
dereliction of duty. Now, sir, I will suppose a 
case, though I have never had any practice asa 

| prosecutor or defender of felons. A thief is taken 
with stolen goods upon him. Long before you 


the report; but in that respect, said Mr. R., the | have ascertained whether he is guilty or not. 


gentleman has the advantage of me, and I will 
leave it to the House to determine whether the 
insinuation which the gentleman was pleased to 
say I have thrown out respecting his motives, be 
or be not supported by the tenor of the observa- 
tions which C has made tothe House. The gen- 
tleman indeed set out with motives of great pub- 
lic concernment, but he got buta very little way 
in his argument before he lost sight of those in 
considerations of what he has been pleased to tell 
us were of a personal nature. The gentleman 
from Maryland has stated that the evidence which 
the committee have presented to the House is of 
an ex parte nature. Sir, in what capacity does 
this House act inany inquiry into the conduct of 
a public officer? It acts, if I understand its fune- 
tions, in the capacity of a grand jury, of a grand 
inquest, as it is often called. Can either the gen- 
tleman from Maryland or the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Smiciz,) who were both mem- 
bersof this House when the inguiry was instituted 
into the official conduct of Samuel Chase and 
Richard Peters, say that he objected to the pre- 
senting of the report of the committee appointed 
to inquire into their conduct upon the ground that 
the evidence before the committee was ea parte? 
On the ground that Samuel Chase and Richard 
Peters had not been invited to appear before the 
committee ? On the ground that they had in 
private and friendly communications assured 
them upon their honor that they had evidence to 


long before a grand jury has pronounced on the 
ease, what do you do? You rummage his pock- 
ets—for what? To force the unfortunate man 
to produce evidence for his own conviction; but 
in common phraseology to force him to produce 
the stolen goods. 

It has been stated by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, and, among others, by my worthy colleague 
(Mr. Guotson) that this subject should be per- 
mitted to sleep for the purpose of taking up mat- 
ters of great national importance. Toa virtuoso, 
to a butterfly hunter, a particular species of this 
insect, the Emperor of Morocco, appeared, I dare 
say of more importance than matters of the highest 
interest to the country ; and it is not at all sur- 
prising to me that gentlemen who have been pur- 
suing the ignis fatuus of convoy and all the mea- 
sures adopted and abandoned or laid asleep during 
the present session, should bring themselves to 
believe that the miserable bill before us yesterday 
(the commercial intercourse bill) is a matter of 
more national importance than asserting the 
rights of this nation in relation to no less a per- 
sonage than he who commands the military force 
of the country. In my mind, sir, there is no more 
comparison between asserting, and exercising the 
rights of the House in relation to a subject such 
as that committed to the committee which has 
just reported, and these bills before us, particu- 
arly this celebrated No. 2, than there is between 
Ossa and a wart. 











But I believe, sir, (said he) I should not have 
risen on this subject, were it not to reply to an 
insinuation, which deserves notice from me onl 
in respect to the age of the party (Mr. icin) 
by whom it was thrown out. There is no other 
consideration which should have induced me so 
far to depart from my own self-respect as to no- 
tice it. That gentleman stated, with an empha- 
sis unusual to him, and with a manner which 
left the application of the remark, I believe, un- 
doubted, that he had no quarrel with General 
Wilkinson; that he had no personal feeling to 
gratify. Why, sir, neither have I any quarrel 
with General Wilkinson—I never had. I have 
scarcely an acquaintance with General Wilkin- 
son. I was longer in his company during his at- 
tendance in the grand jury room at Richmond 
than at every other time, putting them all to- 
ce in my life. I would ask the member from 

ennsylvania, and other members of this House, 
whether it is befitting, when any citizen of the 
United States is called upon to discharge a Con- 
stitutional duty in relation to an individual, to 
liken that discharge of duty to a personal quarrel. 
I had the same sort of quarrel in relation to this 
unfortunate man—for so he is in every sense of 
the word—no man can look upon him without 
being sensible of that fact—I had the same sort of 
quarrel in relation to this man that the judge has 
with the felon on whom it becomes his duty to 
pronounce sentence. I wascalled upon to decide, 
in my capacity and on my oath as a juror, on the 
evidence before me; and I did decide. I should 
despise myself as cordially as the gentleman from 
Pensylvania can possibly indulge another and a 
different sentiment towards me—for it is not in 
his power to feel towards me the first emotion—if 
I could be actuated in this or any other similar 
case by such a sentiment as personal hostility. 
Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania believe 
that when he himself made his complaint before 
the House of the tyrannical and arbitrary con- 
duct of Mr. Chase in the exercise of his judicial 
conduct, that in the course of my conduct on that 
oceasion I was governed by personal resentment ? 
At that time I had neverseen Mr.Chase. There 
is indeed a description of men who cannot pursue 
any object without exhibiting something like 
warmth. It is constitutional. There are others, 
perhaps, who under a more frigid exterior con- 
ceal malignity ofa far bitterernature. If I know 
myself, | cannot, after what I have heard and 
seen—and it is impossible to shut my eyes in re- 
lation to that unfortunate man—feel any other 
sentiment than pity or compassion; and what- 
ever warmth I may feel or display when I see 
what I conceive to be an attempt tostifle inquiry, 
it is a warmth not extending to him, but to those 
by whom this, which I conceive to be an unfair 
practice is attempted to be carried into execution. 

But the gentleman from Maryland tells us that 
if we adopt this course, if we accept this report 
of the committee, there is no man, however fair 
his character, however innocent, who may not be 
prejudged and ruined in the public estimation, 
even upon so trivial a ground as newspaper re- 
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port. Was not the gentleman one of the mem. 
bers of this House who contended that commoy 
fame was a good ground of inquiry into the con- 
duct of public officers? Unquestionably he was, 
But, sir, does any gentleman believe it possible 
for a newspaper charge to affect the reputation of 
any man in society? No, sir, as far asa charge js 
made in a newspaper, his reputation is not affect- 
ed thereby. The newspaper is merely the vehi. 
cle of a charge, and rather throws a doubt on it 
than otherwise. But understanding and reflect. 
ing people will discriminate between charges 
having truth for their foundation and those which 
are mere malignant calumniations. 

I will conclude with observing that, although 
I am no lawyer, my knowledge of parliamentary 
decisions is sufficient to bear me out in this fact: 
that almost every inquiry made by the House of 
Commons in England—and I particularly allude 
to the inquiry in the case of no less a man than 
the great Lord Chancellor Macclesfield—has in 
the first instance been ex parte. But was it ever 
deemed a good ground for throwing discredit on 
the proceedings of a court of justice, because the 
witnesses of the party accused were not sum- 
moned before the grand jury; because the grand 
jury had not heard the party accused in his ex- 
culpation ? Unquestionably not. I have no doubt 
that-Burr—for it is impossible—the association 
of ideas is so linked together that I can never 
separate them—it is impossible for me to think of 

ilkinson without thinking of Burr also, or to 
think of Burr without having Wilkinson before 
my eyes.—It is possible that he may and does jus- 
tify his forfeiture of his recognisance on the very 
ground stated by the gentleman from Maryland 
viz: that all proceedings against him had been 
ex parte, that he had never been heard in his de- 
fence; and yet I believe, if we compare the pro- 
ceedings in the two cases together, it will be read- 
ily allowed that of the two men Colonel Burr 
was most hardly dealt by, because he was put 
into close confinement without being heard in his 
defence, as soon as the bill was found against him, 
and ae too. He was arrested in Mis- 
sissippi Territory, and brought all the way to 
Richmond without being heard in his defence, 
and had aright to take every exception to the 
proceedings of the court, and no doubt has done 
it, on the ground of their proceedings on ex parte 
testimony and not permitting the grand jury to 
hear witnesses or counsel, that the gentleman 
from Maryland has taken to the report of the se- 
lect committee in this case. 

I believe, sir, that if the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Burver) had been treated with 
the deference due to him, not merely on his own 
personal account, but on account of the character 
with which he is clothed by the House, we should 
long before this time have gone through reading 
the most material parts of the evidence and or- 
dered it to be printed. But that is not the object. 
The gentleman from Maryland told us, witha 
candor characteristic of him, that his object was 
to prevent their being read and printed at all. 

Mr. R. concluded by expressing a hope that 
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Mr. Guotson said that in point of real import- 

ance there was as much difference between an 
inquiry respecting General Wilkinson and the 

- commercial intercourse bill, as there was between 
the witticisms in which his colleague (Mr. Ran- 

pops) had indulged in relation to him and a 
solemn argument. 

Mr. Smivie said that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had been pleased to take particular notice 
of an observation of his. I, said Mr. S., am 
never the first to make an attack, but I will never 
sufferan attack to be made onthe rectitude of 

_ my conduct which I will not repel. I need not 
‘ repeat the expressions of the gentleman—the 
House heard them and will recollect the reproach 
- he threw upon gentlemen voting differently from 
him on this question—a question of that nature 
' in which certainly honest men may differ. The 
question with us was not whether or not General 
- Wilkinson is guilty, but whether or not the 
House had the power to make the inquiry. Our 
opinion was that the Constitution did not author- 
ize it. That being the point in dispute, there 
was no ground for his aspersion. The gen- 
tlemar has remarked that on account of my 
age, and for no other reason, it is necessary to 
take notice of what I observed. Sir, I claim no 
immunity on account of my age. If I act 
wrongly, I am equally subject to censure with 
the youngest member of the House. | know 
well (for I have witnessed it so often) that the 
gentleman can raise a man to the skies one day 
and depress him to the bottom of the ocean in 
another. I have heard him on one day eulogize 
acharacter and the next day depreciate it ina 
manner not decent in this House. I make no 
distinctions among men but by their honesty or 
dishonesty. I claim the character of an honest 
man, a character as respectable as can be claimed 
by the gentleman from Virginia. That charac- 
ter 1 have endeavored to maintain and hope I 
always shall. 

What are we to understand by what has been 
said of the case of Mr. Chase on this occasion ? 
True, I acted the part the gentleman has stated; 
I was acting in conformity to the Constitution. 
Chase was a civil officer,and as such liable to 
impeachment. Why does the gentleman lug in 
the House of Commons? Has he not reflected 
on the different principles on which that body 
and this are framed. I believe the right of the 
House of Commons to inquire, even where im- 
peachment does not follow, is necessary to their 
form of Government. Why is it necessary that 
the House of Commons should possess this 
power? To preserve the balance in the Consti- 
tution, The same power in this House would 
overset that balance. When I see in Great 
Britain an hereditary Executive; when I see the 
Sovereign wielding an immense civil list; and 
having himself the power of peace and war; 
when I see him supported by a great army and 
navy, and, what is more influential than all, by 
ao established church, I see the necessity for the 
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extraordinary powers vested in the House of 
Commons to preserve a balance against that 
power. But is that the case here? No, sir; the 
powers possessed by our Executive are compara- 
tively very limited. He is an elective officer, 
responsible to his constituents at the end of four 
years; he cannot appoint officers, civil or military, 
without the consent of one branch of the Legis- 
lature, nor has he any civil list. The same 
powers in other branches, therefore, are not ne- 
cessary to preserve the balance. Then why com- 
pare our powers to those of the House of Com- 
mons? No man who will attend to the subject 
but must see the danger of exercising the powers 
claimed by this House. We ask for General 
Wilkinson no more than what every man in the 
United States has a right to, a trial by a tribunal 
established by the laws of bis country. Some of 
the crimes laid to his charge may amount to trea- 
son, or to crimes of a lower grade. If so, he is 
subject to trial in a court of justice for those 
crimes, as all citizens of the United States, good 
or bad, are entitled to a fair and impartial trial. 
Here a committee has been appointed to take ex 
parte testimony and bring it before the House. 
If it goes to blast the character of that man, 
what is his situation? You deliver him over to 
a court of justice with a vote of this House on 
his back. In common cases publications respect- 
ing an impending trial are deemed criminal— 
but are such Tabiioamede anything in compari- 
son with this proceeding—this attempt to blast 
the character of the man throughout the Union? 
This is the case of every man in the United 
States; and unfortunately now, as on all such 
occasions, when a man is extremely unpopular, 
then is the time to establish those precedents 
which subvert the Constitution itself. What, in 
the name of God! is to become of a military offi- 
cer, if a popular leader in this House takes a 
prejudice against him, and proceeds as we have 
done in this case? I wish to Heaven that gen- 
tlemen would consider how far this precedent 
will go. General Wilkinson is nothing; a thou- 
sand men are comparatively nothing; but, estab- 
lish this precedent, and every man is placed in 
the same situation. It is for my country, and not 
for General Wilkinson, that I have resisted this 
thing, and that I shall continue to do, so long as 
I am able. 

Mr. Stanrorp said he felt himself implicated 
in the observations of the gentleman, and begged 
leave in a few words to give his reasons for the 
vote which he should give. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania himself, though he had voted against 
the inquiry, gave willingly into the inquiry as to 
the mortality in the Army. In that case there 
was reason to suppose that some unhappy mis- 
management of the Army had taken place. 
What the causes of the mismanagement were 
was not inquired, nor was there the least question 
as to the constitutionality of the measure; and 
yet the report of that very committee had gone 
upon the ground that the mismanagement which 
brought about the mortality of the Army was 
owing to an apparent disobedience of orders. In 





Piensa ieee eae 


es parece 872 ae 


phenome pananabaaitigg ttle eee 





Sie renee 


2043 
H. or R. E 











the present case it is not as a military man 
merely that his conduct is proposed to be inquired 
into. He has been an Indian agent, a Commis- 
sioner under the United States, and a Governor of 
one of the Territories. Is this House prepared to 
say that they possess no power over persons out 
of office? That point is not yet settled; but, if 
so, the a power is nothing, because a 
person will have only to resign to avoid exclu- 
sion from all civil and military office. It does 
not necessarily follow that we act upon General 
Wilkinson as a military officer. It is strange. 
however, that the doctrine should be held that 
we do not possess power to inquire into his con- 
duct in that respect, when the evil may be traced 
to a source where we have the power to correct 
it. Ilooked beyond the military office ;.and, hav- 
ing in view both his civil and military employ- 
ments, I felt no difficulty in deciding. If, after 
the inquiry, we proceed to declare him guilty, we 
shall reaily outstrip the Constitution, but surely 
not by inquiry, especially when it was considered 
that corruption in a military man might grow 
out of affairs not military, into which the House 
had an unquestioned right to inquire. Mr. S. 
hoped and trusted that this would not be placed 
merely on the ground of a military inquiry. 

Mr. Suerrey said that the opposition to the 
reading of this report was certainly of a very 
novel character, and it was a thing that had 
never been known from the commencement of 
the Government, that, after appointing a com- 
mittee, its report on a subject should not be read. 
Not to read it would be trgfling with the charac- 
ter of the House. It would amount to this: that 
they had authorized an inquiry on the result of 
which they set no kind of value. Gentlemen 
have said over and over again, observed Mr. S., 
that we have no power; that this inquiry must 
necessarily eventuate in nothing. Sir, we have 
as much right to inquire as the President of the 
United States has. We have nota right to de- 
stroy the officer; but we have a right to destroy 
the office, by withholding the money necessary 
to keep it in existence. It is something extraor- 
ig if we have not a right to inquire, when 
the President has a right to make the inquiry. 
There is a bill on our table for abolishing the 
office of Brigadier General—and yet gentlemen 
say we have no right to procure information in 
relation to it! You havea. right to abolish the 
office, and yet the means to lead you to a correct 
conclusion are withheld. Considerations have 
been brought into debate which ought to have 
no concern in this question; for passion and 
friendship have nothing to do with it. Can a 
man who views a question through the medium 
of passion, or whose eyes are dimmed by friend- 
ship, do justice to it? I say he cannot. Is it 
anything novel or uncommon to view the faults 
of our friends as nothing, and the little faults of 
our enemies as great crimes? The man who 
actsas a friend cannot act as a correct judge. 
The character of General Wilkinson has been 
prostrated, we are told, aud that is assigned as a 
reason why we ought not to do our duty. Ifthe 
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interest of the nation is arrayed against the 
character of General Wilkinson, I have no diff. 
culty in deciding what course I am to pursue, 
The rights of the country ought to predominate 
over those of a particular individual. Why is sp 
much said of the case of General Wilkinson? 
Why is so much said of character in this case? 
What did you do in the case of Chase and 
Peters? Was it not proper in that case as in the 
resent that public passion should not be stimu. 
ated? ‘The cases are in that respect analogous, 
We have a right to make inquiry into the er. 
penditure of public money, and into the conduct 
of all officers. Wecannot impeach a man out of 
office, and yet we have a right to inquire into the 
conduct of the Secretary of the Treasury when he 
is out of office. You have assigned to a com. 
mittee an important duty; they have performed 
that duty, and are ready to produce the fruit of 
the inquiry, the result of their labor, and you 
cannot refuse to receive it. 

Mr. Ranvotrpn merely rose now to state one 
or two opinions as to the Constitutional power 
of the House. The House of Representatives 
possess a Constitutional right to inquire into the 
conduct of any officer of the United States, civil or 
military, with a view to impeachment, not of the 
military officer, but of the Secretary at War or 
of the President who might have authorized or 
connived at his misconduct, and who might be 
too powerful or influential to be proceeded against 
in the first instance. But it is now discovered 
that there was danger in this House inquiring. 
This is the old Federal doctrine, that the Execu- 
tive power is too weak, and the power of this 
House too strong. That is the amount of the 
doctrine of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
Because our President is: not hereditary and we 
have no hereditary nobility and great hierarchy; 
because he has not the splendor of the King of 
England, is not environed with a great army, 
and has not the patronage of a great navy, we 
must fritter down the powers of this House in 
order to make our power no more in relation to 
his power that that of the House of Commons is 
in relation to that of the King of England. 

The House may examine into the conduct of 
a military officer with respect to impeachment. 
Suppose the power of the Executive was so 
great that a majority of this House could not be 
brought to move an inquiry directly into the 
conduct of the President; no exception could be 
taken oa the face of it to moving an inquiry into 
the conduct of a military officer under the Presi- 
dent. The conduct of that officer might be in- 
vestigated not only for the purpose stated by my 
colleague, but it might be investigated to see 
whether any connivance at his improper conduct 
had taken place. And I have no doubt that this 
House has a right to inquire into the conduct of 
every officer, civil and military, under the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, with a view to im- 
peachment as well as with a view to the new- 
modelling of the office. Do gentlemen deny 
that the President could be impeached for mal- 
feasance in his capacity of Commander-in-chief— 
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or the Secretary at War for hi 
or neglect of duty? There is no question on 
this point in my mind; and I did not expect to 
hear a voluntary surrender of the best privileges 
of this House on the altar of the theory of the 
British constitution, or Mr. Adams’s old theory 
of checks and balances. I did not expect to 
hear that, in order to check the great power of 
the Executive, the power of this House ought to 
be diminished. It is a matter of very little im- 
portance whether we increase the power of the 
Executive directly, or by cutting off the power 
of the House ; we shall incline the balance as suc- 
- cessfully in the one way as in the other. 

The question on reading the report was taken 
and carried, 58 to 32. 

The report is as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution 
_ of the 4th instant, directing an inquiry into the con- 
- duct of Brigadier General James Wilkinson, in rela- 
- tion to his having at any time, while in the service of 

the United States, corruptly received money from the 

Government of Spain, or its agents, or in relation to 
his having, during the time aforesaid, been an accom- 
j plice, or in any way concerned with the agents of any 
_ foreign Power, or with Aaron Burr, in a project against 
_ the dominions of the King of Spain, or to dismember 
_ these United States, and to inquire generally into the 
conduct of the said James Wilkinson, as Brigadier 
General, of the Army of the United States, report, that | 
they have had under consideration the several subjects 
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Thomas Power’s letter to the Baron Carondelet, 
No. 22. 

Thomas Power’s letter to Governor Gayoso, No. 23. 

Elisha Winter’s deposition, marked W. 

Deposition of James M. Bradford, No. 25. 

Deposition of Isaac Briggs, marked I. B. 

In relation to the second object of inquiry, to wit: 
the connexion of General Wilkinson with the agents 
of Spain in a project to dismember the United States, 
refer to the 

Deposition of Thomas Power, No. 34. 


A certified copy of a letter from General James Wil- 
kinson to Governor Gayoso, in the handwriting of 
Governor Gayoso, dated September 22, 1796, marked 
eS F. 

General Wilkinson’s secret instructions to Thomas 
Power, in the handwriting of Philip Noland, No. 35. 

Thomas Power’s letter to the Baron de Carondelet, 
No. 36. 

Baron de Carondelet’s letter to Thomas Power, 
No. 38. : 

Thomas Power’s letter to the Baron de Carondelet, 
No. 40. 

General James Wilkinson’s letter to Thomas Power, 
No. 42. 

Thomas Power’s letter to Governor Gayoso, No. 43. 

General James Wilkinson’s letter to Thomas Power, 
No. 70. 

Baron de Carondelet’s letter to Thomas Power, 
No. 44, 

Daniel Clarke’s deposition, No. 49. 


In relation to the third object of inquiry, to wit: 


of inquiry, and have investigated them to the utmost | General Wilkinson’s connexion with Aaron Burr, re- 

of their power since the time of their appointment, | fer to 

but from the limited period in which they have acted,, The deposition of Daniel Clarke, before referred to, 

and from the extensive and complicated nature of the | No. 45. 

subjects, they are under the necessity of stating that| General Wilkinson’s letter to John Adair, No. 48. 

they have not been able to make any thorough and Evidence of General Wilkinson, as communicated 

conclusive investigation of the objects of their inquiry. | to Congress, of November 23, 1807, with the Presi- 
Such testimony, however, as they have been able to | dent’s Message. 


procure, they beg leave to submit as part of this report, | 
and which may be referred to under the following heads | 


and order : 

In relation to the first objects of inquiry, to wit: the 
receipt of money by General Wilkinson from the Span- 
ish Government or its agents, refer to the 

Deposition of John Ballenger, No. 5. 

Letter from Evan Jones, No. 6. 


Depositions of F. Langlois, dated the 29th of De- | 


cember, 1808, containing two original letters to himself 
from the Baron de Carondelet, dated the 28th of Janu- 
ary and 28th of June, No. 7. 

General Wilkinson’s letter to John Adair, dated Au- 
gust 7, 1795, No.7. 

Deposition of Dominique Bouligny, No. 8. 

Deposition of Thomas Power, No. 9. 

Deposition of William Miller, No. 11. 

Letter from Joseph Collins, marked A. 

Thomas Portell’s copy, in his own handwriting, of 
the Baron de Carondelet’s instructions to him, dated 
January 20, 1796, with a translation thereof from the 
Spanish, No. 14. 

Correspondence between Thomas Power and Don 
Thomas Portell, Nos. 15 and 16. 

Deposition of Thomas Power, No. 17. 

Deposition of Andrew Ellicott, No. 19. 

Thomas Power’s letter to the Baron de Carondelet, 
No. 20. 

Thomas Power’s letter to Governor Gayoso, No. 21. 


Ditto, ditto. 
Letter from General Wilkinson, to Daniel Clarke, 


| June 9, 1805, marked X. 


President’s Message to Congress, 23d Nov., 1807. 

Wilkinson’s letter to Colonel McKee, President's 
Message to Congress, ditto. 

Mr. Tazewell’s evidence, President’s Message to 
Congress, ditto. 

Letter in cipher from Burr to Wilkinson, dated 22d 
July, as deciphered by a member of the grand jury at 
Richmond. 
| General Jonathan Dayton’s letters to Wilkinson in 
| cipher, President’s Message. 
|  Wilkinson’s deposition, No. 8, of the report of Burr’s 

trial, as communicated to Congress. 
Extract of Wilkinson’s letter to the President, sent 
' by Smith, dated 21st October, 1806, President’s Mes- 
| sage. 
| In relation to the fourth point of inquiry, to wit: the 
| conduct of General Wilkinson, as Brigadier General 
| of the Army of the United States, refer to the 
| Deposition of William Simmons, Esgq., letter S. 
Deposition of Captain George Peter, letter P. 
Deposition of Captain Wm. E. Williams, letter W. 
| Deposition of John Smith, letter H. 
| Letter from William Simmons, Esq., enclosing ex- 
tracts A, B, C. D. 
Letter from General Wilkinson to Daniel Clarke, 
No. 71. 
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The committee think proper, also, to submit the fol- 
owing papers relating to tobacco and other commer- 
cial transactions in which General Wilkinson was con- 
cerned, from the month of in the year 1788, to the 
month of ——~ in the year 1790, to wit: 

General Wilkinson’s account current with Clark & 
Rees, in the handwriting of Philip Noland, dated the 
8th of August, 1787, No. 27. 

Philip Noland’s account of sales of tobacco, dated 
September 21, 1790, No. 29. 

ilkinson’s account current with Clark & Rees, 
dated May 1, 1789, contained in the account book, 
page 30. 

Wilkinson’s letter to Clark & Rees, dated June the 
2d, 1790, No. 31. 

Wilkinson’s letter to Clark and Rees, dated May the 
20th, 1790, No. 30. 

Wilkinson’s and Dunn’s account current with Clark 
and Rees, dated August 29, 1789, and 5th September, 
1789, with Wilkinson’s order and Noland’s receipt for 
balance, No. 32. 

Philip Noland’s declaration, dated September 10, 
1790. 

Wilkinson’s accountable receipt, No. 4. 

Articles of agreement between Wilkinson and Dunn, 
and Clark, senior. 

Letter from General Wilkinson to Daniel Clarke, 
relative to the Plain Tale, No. 2. 

In making the last preceding statement the commit- 
tee beg leave to remark, that, from an examination of 
the sentence of the military court of inquiry, ordered at 
the request of General Wilkinson, and of which Colo- 
nel Burbeck was President, it appears that the tobacco 
transactions of General Wilkinson at New Orleans in 
1789 and 1790 constituted a material part of that in- 
quiry, and that a copy of an account current was laid 
before the said court by General Wilkinson and desig- 
nated by No. , and several letters accompanying 
said account, supposed by the court to be in the hand- 
writing of Philip Noland, the agent of General Wil- 
kinson. 

The committee, conceiving that the papers collected 
by said court would aid them in their investigation, 
made application for those papers to the Secretary of 
War, but were unable to obtain them, they having 
been taken from the office by General Wilkinson, as 
appears from the deposition of John Smith, chief clerk 
in the War Office. The committee then directed a 
subpena to General Wilkinson, requiring him to send 
or produce all the papers which had been used or col- 
lected by the said court, in obedience to which General 
Wilkinson sent to the committee a packet of papers 
which did not contain either the account and letters 
referred to in the sentence of the court, or the defence 
of General Wilkinson, nor have the committee been 
able to procure them, and, consequently have not had 
it in their power to compare the accounts herewith ex- 
hibited with those which were laid before the military 
court of inquiry. For the further elucidation, refer to 
Walter Jones’s deposition, marked W. J. 

The committee also submit the deposition of Daniel 
W. Coxe, authenticating the papers, to which he spe- 
cially refers, marked D. W. C. 


Mr GuoLson observed that the reading of the 
documents accompanying the report would take 
until midnight, at least, and he hoped there would 
be no objection to dispense with the reading of 
them. 

No one objecting, the reading of the documents 
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was dispensed with, and the whole was ordered 
to be printed. 


[For the whole Report, see Appendix.] 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill concerning commercial intercourse between 
the United States and Great Britain and France. 

Mr. Geouson’s amendment offered before the 
House adjourned yesterday, was decided to be 
out of order. 

Mr. Ranpo.pu moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill indefinitely, with a view 
to take up the bill to reduce the Naval Estab- 
lishment. 

Mr. Dana said he should vote for this motion 
now, though he had voted against it yesterday, 
because he now saw it was impossible to agree 
on any provision for the protection of our com- 
merce. 

The question was decided by yeas and nays— 
yeas 30, nays 56, as follows: 

Yras— William W. Bibb, James Breckenridge, John 
Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Matthew Clay, Samuel W. Dana, James Emott, 
David 8. Garland, Daniel Heister, Richard Jackson, jr., 
Robert Jenkins, Philip B. Key, Joseph Lewis., junior, 
Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, 
William Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pear- 
son, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stan- 
ford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, Archibald Van Horn, 
and Laban Wheaton. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, John Brown, William A. 
Burwell, Joseph Calhoun, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, 
James Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William 
Crawford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gannett, 
Gideon Gardner, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Jacob Hufty, John G. Jackson, Walter Jones, 
William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron Lyle, Robert 
Marion, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, John 
Montgomery, Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jer- 
emiah Morrow, Gurdon 8S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, 
Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, John Porter, John 
Rea of Pennsylvania, John Rhea of Tennessee, Mat- 
thias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Samuel 
Smith, John Taylor, Jobn Thompson, and Charles 
Turner, jun. 

A verbal amendment to the bill being under 
consideration— 

Mr. Quincy spoke against it, and dilated at 
large on the evils which would result from such 
heavy duties as were proposed by this bill, which 
would become a law, as far as in the power of 
this House to make it so, whenever this amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. Ranpvotpn moved that the bill lie on the 
table, with a view of adjourning to five or six 
o’clock in the evening, as many members had 
gone to dinner, and there was scarcely a quorum. 

Messrs. J. G. Jackson and Guouson opposed 
the motion. It was important, they said, to de- 
cide on this bill now, and send it to the Senate, 
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after which they were willing to adjourn for an 


ur. 
ee motion to lieon the table was lost—37 for 
it, and 40 against it. 

Mr. Ranvoupa renewed the motion for indefi- 
nite postponement of the bill, which was nega- 
tived—52 to 22, 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
‘Titles of Nobitity, 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from that part of their 
fourth amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act 

| concerning the commercial intercourse between 
| the United States and Great Britain and France, 
| and their dependencies, and for other purposes,” 
| which proposes to insert a new section as the 


The House now (about fouro’clock) found itself | fourth section of the bill; and they adhere to all 


withoutaquorum, in consequence of several mem- | 
bers going out at once. 


their other amendments to the said bill. The 
Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act for 


The only question on the Senate’s amendments | the relief of Margaret Lapsley, Grove Pomeroy, 


remaining to be taken was merely a verbal one, 
involving no principle, except that the bill could 
not be returned to the Senate until it was decided 
in one way or other. 

At length a quorum appeared. 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, in order to adjourn. Lost—ayes 17, noes 54 

A question was taken on the amendment now 
remaining, when the Speaker counted thirteen 
in the affirmative, and sixty-two in the negative, 
four more than sufficient to form a quorum. 

A second count was called for by Mr. Ran- 
poLps, Which produced the same result. 

Mr. Ranpoupa called for a third count, alleg- 
ing that one member had been counted twice, 
having risen on both sides of the question. 

The member alluded to (Mr. Wuirent.t) said, 
he rose inadvertently, and immediately resumed 
his seat, and was not counted. 

Mr. Ranpotpn said, he had no idea that the 
gentleman intended to be counted twice, but he 
believed he had been. 

The Speaker said he had not counted the gen- 
tleman. 

The House again divided, when there were | 
tweve affirmatives and sixty-three negatives. 

The amendments having thus been all decided | 
on—on motion of Mr. Guo.son, it was resolved to 
appoint conferees to meet such as should be ap- 
pointed by the Senate to confer on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses on the bill. 

Messrs. Bassett, Smiviz, and Bacon,were ac- 
cordingly appointed. 

The House adjourned for one hour, a call of | 
the House having been ordered at six o’clock. | 


Evening Sitting. | 
The call having been made, a quorum ap- | 


ared— 


Arthur St. Clair, David Blackwell, Lucy Dixon, 
and John Murray,” with amendments. 


TITLES OF NOBILITY. 


Mr. Macon called for the order of the day on 
the joint resolution from the Senate respecting 
titles of nobility, &c. He said he considered the 
vote on this question as deciding whether or not 
we were to have members of the Legion of Honor 
in this country. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the resolution. It was agreed 
to, and reported to the House. 

No amendment was offered in the House, and 
the resolution was ordered to be read a third 
time. 

The resolution was then read a third time,as 
follows: 


“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following section be submitted to the Legislatures 
of the several States, which, when ratified by the Le- 
gislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid 
and binding as a part of the Constitution of the United 
States: 

“If any citizen of the United Srates shall accept, 
claim, receive, or retain, any title of nobility or honor, 
or shall, without the consent of Congress, accept or 
retain any present, pension, office, or emolument, of 
any kind whatever, from any person, King, Prince, or 
foreign Power, such person shall cease to be a citizen 
of the United States, and shall be incapable of holding 
any office of trust or profit under therf, or either of 
them.” 


And on the question that the same do pass, it 
was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 3, 
as follows : 


Yras— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Eze- 


The bill fixing the compensation of Ministers | kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
and Consuls on the coast of Barbary, &c., was | Bibb, Daniel Blaisdell, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- 





read the third time, and passed, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
thatthe Senateagree to theconferenceasked by this 
House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


to the bill, entitled “ An act concerning the com- | 


mercial intercourse between the United States 


and Great Britain and France, and their depen- | 


dencies, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Atston, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to ad- 
vances of public moneys to William Short, made 
a report eas which was read, and ordered 
\o lie on the table. 


lith Con. 2d Sess.—65 


| ridge, John Brown, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
| well, William Butler, Joseph Calhoun, William Cham- 
| berlin, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Howell Cobb, 
James Cochran, James Cox, William Crawford, Rich- 

ard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, 
| James Emott, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
| Barzillai Gannett, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, 


| Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Daniel Heister, 
| Jacob Hufty, John G. Jackson, Robert Jenkins, Wal- 
ter Jones, William Kennedy, Joseph Lewis, jun., John 
Love, Matthew Lyon, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Robert Marion, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, 
Alexander McKim, William Milnor, John Montgomery, 
Nicholas R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Gurdon 8. Mumford, Roger 
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Nelson, Thomas Newton, John Nicholson, Joseph 
Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., John Porter, Elisha R. 
Potter, John Randolph, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Matthias Richards, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thom- 
as Sammons, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel 
Sheffey, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, Samuel Smith, Henry Southard, Richard 
Stanford, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, John Taylor, 
John Thompson, Charles Turner, jun., Archibald Van 
Horn, Robert Weakley, Robert Whitehill, and James 
Wilson. 

Nars—Pleasant M. Miller, John Rhea of Tennes- 
see. and Killian K. Van Rensselaer. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill making further appropri- 
ations for completing the Capitol, &c. 

Considerable debate took place on the proposed 
appropriations: Messrs. Ranpotps and W. Ats- 
TON Opposing them ; and Messrs. Lewis, Macon, 
Lyon, Key, and Love, supporting them. 

The House refused the appropriation for com- 
pleting the wall around the President’s square, ap- 
propriating, however, five thousand dollars for 
the repair of the President’s house. 


Mr. W. Aston offered the following section 
as an amendment to the bill, which was agreed to: 

“And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Superintendent of the City, prior to any 
further advances of money being made, to call for all 
claims due on account of materials furnished, or work 
done, on the public buildings, in order that the same 
may be liquidated and paid.” 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill as 
amended. 

The report of the Committee of the Whole was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Basserr, from the committee of confer- 
ence appointed on the disagreeing vote of the 
two Houses on the bill concerning commercial 
intercourse, reported that, after a full and free 
conference, they recommend that the House of 
Representatives recede from their disagreement 
to all the Senate’s amendments but one, viz: the 
convoy section, and that the Senate recede from 
that one. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the Capitol, &c., 
which, however, was again laid on the table, on 
motion of Mr. RanpoLpx—40 to 38, to make way 
for the reading of a message received some hours 
before from the President. 


COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE BILL. 


The House then took up, 60 to 17, the bill con- 
cerning commereial intercourse, &c., which had 
been received from the Senate, and amended as 
a aR by the committee of conference. 

r. Basser explained the operation of the 
report of the committee of conference to be, that 
the Senate yield the convoy system, and the 
House yield the additional duty. 

Mr. Quincy said the result was, in other words, 
a sort of bargain that, if the Senate would agree 
not to protect commerce, the House would agree 
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not to burden the people with an additional tay 
of three millions of dollars. 

Mr. Quincy and others complained that they 
could not understand the precise bearing of the 
amendments. 

Mr. Lown said he could not understand any- 
thing about it; and, as others appeared in the 
same predicament, he moved to postpone the fur. 
ther consideration of the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. Finpcey said, that the only reason given 
for postponement, by the gentleman from Ken. 
tucky, was, that he could not understand the bill, 
As, he presumed, every one else did understand 
it,and che House were not obliged to furnish the 
gentleman with understanding, he hoped his wan 
of comprehension would be no argument agains 
the bill. 

Messrs. Quincy and Dana spoke in favor oj 
indefinite postponement, because they were against 
the remaining features of the bill, particularly the 
authority to renew the non-intercourse against 
either belligerent on a certain event, which event. 
they said, depended on the will or caprice of a 
Sovereign of a foreign Power. 


The question on indefinite postponement wa; 
decided in the negative—yeas 27, nays 64, as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Daniel Blaisdell, James Breckenridge, Joh 
Campbell, William Chamberlin, Epaphroditus Cham. 

ion Samuel W. Dana, William Ely, James Emott, 

ichard Jackson, jun., Robert Jenkins, Joseph Lewis, 
jun., Matthew Lyon, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald Me- 
Bryde, William Milnor, Joseph Pearson, Timothy 
Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, John Stanley, Jacob Swoope, 
Archibald Van Horn, Killian K. Van Rensselaer, |.:- 
ban Wheaton, and James Wilson. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ez- 
kiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, John Brown, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Joseph Calhoun, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, James 
Cochran, Orchard Cook, James Cox, William Craw- 
ford, Richard Cutts, John Dawson, Joseph Desh, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Barzillai Gan- 
net, Gideon Gardner, David 8. Garland, Thos. Ghol- 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, Jacob Hufty, John G. Jack- 
son, Walter Jones, William Kennedy, John Love, Aaron 
Lyle, Robert Marion, Samuel McKee, Alexander Mc- 
Kim, Pleasant M. Miller, John Montgomery, Nicholas 
R. Moore, Thomas Moore, Jeremiah Morrow, Gurdon 
S. Mumford, Roger Nelson, Thomas Newton, John 
Nicholson, John Porter, John Rea of Pennsylvania, 
John Rhea of Tennessee, Matthias Richards, John 
Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, Dennis Smelt, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Henry Southard, Richard Stan- 
ford, John Taylor, John Thompson, Charles Turner, 
jun., Robert Weakley, and Robert Whitehill. 

The House then concurred in the report of the 
committee of conference without a division, after 
hearing a speech of half an hour from Mr. Wuz:- 
TON, against the bill. j 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 0! 
the Whole on the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“An act allowing compensation to Robert Rob- 
inson.”’ The bill was reported without amend- 
ment, read the third time, and passed. 
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A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have appointed a committee on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of this House, to wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform 
him of the proposed recess of Congress. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Margaret Lapsley, Grove Pome- 
roy, Arthur St. Clair, David Blackwell, Lucy 
Dixon, and John Murray ;” and the same being 
read, were concurred in by the House. 

The amendment to the title being to strike out 
“Margaret Lapsley, Grove Pomeroy, David 
Blackwell, Lucy Dixon, and John Murray,” was 
also concurred in by the House. 

An engrossed bill makiog appropriations for 
completing the Capitol, and for other purposes, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the whole House on the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for carrying into effect certain Indian 
treaties.” ‘The Committee reported their agree- 
ment to the amendments, which were concurred 
in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Ne xson, the Clerk of the 
House was authorized to pay, out of the contin- 
gent fund of the House, to Thomas Claxton, jr., 
and James Claxton, the sum of one hundred dol- 
lars each, for their services during the present 
session. 
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The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion from the Senate to appoint a joint commit- 
tee to wait on the President, and acquaint him of 
the proposed recess of Congress; and the same 
was concurred in by the House; and Messrs. 
Crawrorp and Roane were appointed the com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Finpuey, the Clerk of the 
House was directed to pay out of the contingent 
fund of the House, to John Philips, Elextius 
Spalding, John B. Boarman, Richard Stewart 
Thomas White, and George Cooper, the sum of 
fifty dollars each, in addition to their usual com- 
pensation. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate, having completed the legislative 
business before them, are ready to edjourn. 

Mr. Crawrorp, from the joint committee to 
wait on the President of the United States, and 
inform him of the proposed recess of Congress, 
reported that the committee had performed that 
service, and that the President informed them 
that he had no further communication to make 
to Congress during the present session. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Sen- 
ate to inform them that this House are now ready 
to adjourn; and that the Clerk do go with the 
said message. 

The Clerk accordingly went with the said mes- 
sage; and, being returned, the Speaker adjourned 
the House until the first Monday in December 
next. 
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APPENDIX 


TO THE HISTORY OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS. 


[FIRST AND SECOND SESSIONS.] 


COMPRISING THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING THAT CON- 
GRESS, AND THE PUBLIC ACTS PASSED BY IT 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


[Communicated May 23, and June 16, 1809.] 
Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith. 


Wasainaton, April 17, 1809. 

Sr: I have the honor to inform you, that I 
have received His Majesty’s command to repre- 
sent tothe Government of the United States, that 
His Majesty is animated by the most sincere de- 
sire for an adjustment of the differences which 
have unhappily so long prevailed between the 
two countries, the recapitulation of which might 
_ havea tendency to impede, if not prevent an ami- 
_ cable understanding. 

It having been represented to His Majesty’s 
Government, that the Congress of the United 
States, in their proceedings at the opening of the 
_ last session, had evinced an intention of passing 
certain laws which would place the relations of 
Great Britain with the United States upon an 
equal footing, in all respects, with the other bel- 
ligerent Powers, [ have accordingly received His 
Majesty’s commands, in the event of such laws 
taking place, to offer, on the part of His Majesty, 

an honorable reparation for the aggression, com- 
| mitted by a British naval officer, in the attack on 
the United States’ frigate Chesapeake. 

_ Considering the act passed by the Congress of 

the United States, on the 1st of March, (usually 
termed the non-intercourse act,) as having pro- 
duced a state of equality in the relations of the 
two belligerent Powers, with respect to the Uni- 
ted States, | have to submit, conformably to in- 
structions, for the consideration of the American 
Government, such terms of satisfaction and repa- 
ration, as His Majesty is induced to believe will 
be accepted in the same spirit of conciliation with 
which they are proposed. 

In addition to the prompt disavowal made by 
His Majesty, on being apprized of the unauthorized 
act, committed by his naval officer, whose recall, 
as a mark of the King’s displeasure, from a highly 
important and honorable command, immediately 
ensued, His Majesty is willing to restore the men 
forcibly taken out of the Chesapeake, and, if ac- 
ceptable to the American Government, to make 
a suitable provision for the unfortunate sufferers 
on that occasion. I have the honor to be, &c. 

D. M. ERSKINE. 

Hon. Rozerr Smrru, &e. 


Mr. Smith to Mr. Erskine. 


DEPARTMENT OF Stare, 
April 17, 1809. 

Sir: I have laid before the President your note, 
in which you have, in the name and by the order 
of His Britannic Majesty, declared that His Bri- 
tannic Majesty is desirous of making an honora- 
ble reparation for the aggression committed by a 
British naval officer in the attack on the United 
States’ frigate the Chesapeake; that, in addition 
to his prompt disavowal of the act, His Majesty, 
as a mark of his displeasure, did immediately re- 
call the offending officer froma highly important 
and honorable command ; and that he is willing 
to restore the men forcibly taken out of the Chesa- 
peake, and, if acceptable to the American Gov- 
ernment, to make a suitable provision for the un- 
fortunate sufferers on that occasion. 

The Government of the United States having, 
at all times, entertained a sincere desire for an 
adjustment of the differences which have so long 
and so unhappily subsisted between the two coun- 
tries, the President cannot but receive with plea- 
sure assurances that His Britannic Majesty is 
animated by the same disposition, and that he is 
ready, in conformity to this disposition, to make 
atonement for the insult and aggression commit- 
ted by one of his naval officers in the attack on 
the United States’ frigate the Chesapeake. 

As it appears, at the same time, that, in making 
this offer, His Britannic Majesty derives a motive 
from the equality, now existing, in the relations 
of the United States with the two belligerent 
Powers, the President owes it to the occasion, and 
to himself, to let it be understood that this equal- 
ity is a result incident to a state of things, grow- 
ing out of distinct considerations. 

With this explanation, as requisite as it is frank, 
I am authorized to inform you that the President 
accepts the note delivered by you, in the name 
and by the order of His Britannic Majesty, and 
will consider the same, with the engagement con- 
tained therein, when fulfilled, as a satisfaction for 
the insult and injury of which he has complained. 
But I have it in express charge from the Presi- 
dent to state, that, while he forbears to insist on 
a further punishment of the offending officer, he 
is not the less sensible of the justice and utility 
of such an example, nor the less persuaded that it 
would best comport with what is due from His 
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Britannic Majesty to his own honor. I have the 
honor to be, &c. R. SMITH. 
Hon. D. M. Erskine, &c, 





Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith. 


Wasuinerton, April 18, 1809. 

Sir: I have the honor of informing you that 
His Majesty, having been persuaded that the hon- 
orable reparation whieh he had caused to be ten- 
dered for the unauthorized attack upon the Amer- 
ican frigate Chesapeake, would be accepted by 
the Government of the United States in the same 
spirit of conciliation with which it was proposed, 
has instructed me to express his satisfaction, should 
such a happy termination of that affair take place, 
not only as having removed a painful cause of 
difference, but as affording a fair prospect of a 
complete and cordial understanding being re-es- 
tablished between the two countries. 

The favorable change in the relations of His 
Majesty with the United States, which has been 
produced by the act (usually termed the non-in- 
tercourse act) passed in the last sessidn of Con- 

s, was also anticipated by His Majesty, and 

as encouraged a further hope that a reconsidera- 

tion of the existing differences might lead to their 
satisfactory adjustment. ; 

On these grounds and expectations, I am in- 
structed to communicate to the American Gov- 
ernment His Majesty’s determination of sending 
to the United States an Envoy Extraordinary, 
invested with full powers to conclude a treaty on 
all the points of the relations between the two 
countries. 

In the mean time, with a view to contribute to 
the attainment of so desirable an object, His Ma- 
jesty would be willing to withdraw his Orders in 
Council of January and November, 1807, so far 
as — the United States, in the persuasion 
that the President’ would issue a proclamation for 
the renewal of the intercourse with Great Britain, 
and that whatever difference of opinion should 
arise in the interpretation of the terms of such 
an agreement, will be removed in the proposed 
negotiation. 

have the honor to be, &c. 
D. M. ERSKINE. 

Hon. Rosert Swnira, &c. 





Mr. Smith to Mr. Erskine. 


DeparRTMENT OF STAre, 
April 18, 1809. 

Str: The note, which I had the honor of re- 
ceiving from you this day, I lost no time in lay- 
ing before the President, who, being sincerely de- 
sirous of a satisfactory adjustment of the differ- 
ences unhappily existing between Great Britain 
and the United States, has authorized me to as- 
sure you that he will meet, with a disposition cor- 
respondent with that of His Britannic Majesty, 
the determination of His Majesty to send to the 
United States a special envoy, invested with full 
powers to conclude a treaty on all points of the 
relations between the two countries. 
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I am further authorized to assure you, that in 
ease His Britannic Majesty should, in the mean 
time, withdraw his Orders in Council of January 
and November, 1807, so far as respects the Unite 
States, the President will not fail to issue a pro- 
clamation, by virtue of the authority, and for the 
purposes specified in the eleventh section of the 
statute commonly called the non-intercourse act, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
R. SMITH. 


Hon. D. Erskine, &c. 











Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith. 
Wasuinoton, April 19, 1809, 
Sir: In consequence of the acceptance by the 
President, as stated in your letter dated the 18:h 
instant, of the proposals made by me on the part 
of his Majesty, in my letter of the same day, for 
the renewal of the intercourse between the re. 
spective countries, I am authorized to declare, 
that His Majesty’s Orders in Council of January 
and November, 1807, will have been withdrawa 
as respects the United States on the 10th day of 
June next, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
D. M. ERSKINE. 
Hon. Roser Samira, &c. 





Mr. Smith to Mr. Erskine. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
April 19, 1809. 

Sir: Having laid before the President your 
note of this day, containing an assurance that His 
Britannic Majesty will, on the 10th day of Juse 
next, have withdrawn his Orders in Council of 
January and November, 1807, so far as respects 
the United States, I have the honor of informing 
you, that the President will, accordingly, and in 
pursuance of the eleventh section of the statute, 
commonly called the non-intercourse act, issue a 
proclamation, so that the trade of the United 
States with Great Britain may, on the same day, 
be renewed in the manner provided in the said 
section. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


Hon. D. M. Erskine, &c. 


R. SMITH. 





By the President of the United States. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas it is provided by the eleventh section 
of the act of Congress, entitled “An act to inter- 
dict the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes ;” 
that, “in case either France or Great Britain 
shall so revoke or modify her edicts as that they 
shall cease to violate the neutral commerce of 
the United States,” the President is authorized 
to declare the same by proclamation ; after which 
the trade suspended by the said act, and by an 
act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in 
the ports and harbors of the United States, and 
the several acts supplementary thereto, may be 
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renewed with the nation so doing; and whereas 
the Hon. David Montague Erskine, His Britan- 
nic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, has, by the order and in the name 
of his Sovereign, declared to this Government 
that the British Orders in Council of January and 
November, 1807, will have been withdrawn, as 
respects the United States, on the 10th day of 
June next: Now, therefore, 1, James Madison, 
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the Order in Council, issued by His Britannic 
Majesty, on the 26ta of April last. 

However well persuaded the President may at all 
times have been, that the arrangement, so happily 
effected by the late negotiation, woutd be strictly 
fulfilled on the part of His Britannic Majesty, he 
has, nevertheless, received with satisfaction your 
renewed assurance to that effect, with the further 
assurance, founded on official communications to 


President of the United States, do hereby pro- | you from your Government. since the adoption 
claim that the Orders in Council aforesaid will | of the Order in Council of the 26th of April, that 
have been withdrawn on the said 10th day of | that order was not intended to have any connex- 


June next; after which day the trade of the 
United States with Great Britain, as suspended 
by the act of Congress above-mentioned, and an 
act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in | 
| 


the ports and harbors of the United States, and 
the several acts supplementary thereto, may be 
renewed. 
Given under my hand, and the seal of the | 
United States, at Washington, the nine- | 
teenth day of April, in the year of our | 
[L. 8.] Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, and of the independence of the Uni- 
ted States the thirty-third. 
JAMES MADISON. 
By the President: 
R. Samira, Secretary of State. 


/ 
j 
| 


Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith. | 
Wasuinoron, June 15, 1809. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of an 
' order of His Majesty in Council, issued on the 
26th of April last. 
In consequence of official communications sent 
tome from His Majesty’s Government, since the 
adoption of that measure, I am enabled to assure 
you, that it has no connexion whatever with the 
overtures which I have been authorized to make 
to the Government of the United States, and | 
that I am persuaded that the terms of the agree- | 
ment, so happily concluded by the recent nego- | 
tiation, will be strictly fulfilled on the part of | 


ion whatever with the overtures which you had 
been authorized to make to the Government of 
the United States. 

I have the honor. &c. 


R. SMITH. 


RUSSIA. 
[Communicated to the Senate, June 26, 1809.] 
To the Senate of the United States : 


The considerations which led to the nomina- 
tion of a Minister Plenipotentiary to Russia, being 
strengthened by evidence since received of the 
earnest desire of the Emperor to establish a di- 
plomatic intercourse between the two countries, 
and of a disposition in his Councils favorable to 
the extension of a commerce mutually advanta- 
geous, as will be seen by the extracts from letters 
trom General Armstrong and Consul Harris, 
herewith confidentially communicated : 

I nominate John Quincy Adams, of Massachu- 
setts, to be Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to the Court of St. Petersburg. 

JAMES MADISON. 

June 26, 1809. 


Mr. Harris to Mr. Madison. 


Sr. PeTerRsBurRG, 
July 7 (19,] 1808. 


His Majesty. | Sir: No opportunity has offered for the con- 
The internal evidence of the order itself would | veyance of the enclosed since the date thereof; 
fully justify the foregoing construction; and, | this delay has enabled ine to transmit youa copy 
moreover, it will not have escaped your notice, that | of a note which has been written me by the Min- 
the repeal has not thereby been made of the orders | ister of Foreign Affairs, announcing the appoint- 
of the 7th of January, 1807, which, according to | ment of Mr. de Daschoff, in quality of Chargé d’ 
the engagement I have entered into on the part | Affaires and Consul General of the United 
of His Majesty, is to be abrogated with the other | States. 
orders, in consequence of the adjustment of dif- | The Minister, in a particular conference I had 
ferences between the two countries, and the con- | with him, assured me of the great desire of the 
fidence entertained of a further conciliatory un- | Emperor that this gentleman should proceed to 
derstanding. 'his destination without delay, and personally 

I have the honor to be, &c. | carry His Majesty’s sentiments upon the subject 

D. M. ERSKINE. | of the relations he was so anxious should be firm- 
ly established between the two States. 

As a direct opportunity to America is likely to 
offer in about two weeks. I shall defer writing 
you more particularly until then, and have the 
honor to remain, with the greatest respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 


Hon. R. Samira, &c. 


Mr. Smith to Mr. Erskine. 


DeraRTMENT OF State, 
June 15, 1809. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your note of this day, communicating 


LEVETT HARRIS. 
Hon. James Mapison. 
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Count de Romanzoff to Mr. Harris. 


Sr. Pererssura, June 13, 1808. 
The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
has the honor to inform Mr. Levett Harris, that | Brief account of an unofficial conversation between 
His Imperial Majesty, wishing moreand moreto| Mr. Canning and Mr. Pinkney, on the 18th of Janv. 
strengthen the ties of friendship between Russia | ary, 1809, continued on the 22d of the same month. 
and the United States of America, has judged it} [Transmitted by Mr. Pinkney to the Secretary o{ 
proper to name Mr. Daschoff, assesseur of the| State.) 
College, his Consul General to Philadelphia,con-| I dined at Mr. Canning’s, with the corps dipio. 
ferring on him, at the same time, the title of his | matique,on the 18th January. Before dinner he 
Chargé d’Affaires near the Congress of the Uni-| came up to me, and, entering into conversation, 
ted States. adverted toa report which he said had reached 
The undersigned prays the Consul General to! him that the American Ministers (here and iy 
communicate this to his Government, and he| France) were about to be recalled. I replied 
seizes this occasion to reiterate to him the assu-| that I was not aware that such a step had been 
rances of his distinguished consideration. resolved upon. He then took me aside, and ob- 
N. DE ROMANZOFF. | served, that, according to his views of the late 
proceedings of Congress, the resolutions of the 


Extract of a letter from General Armstong, Minister | eee vee - ag gpa of 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris, to the | '"® ole, appeared to be caleGlated, I passed 
Secretary of State, dated. _ into a law, to remove the impediments to arrange- 

P November 24. 1808 ment with the United States, on the subject of 
aris, November 24, . 


the Orders in Council and the Chesapeake, by 
Mr. Short, who arrived on the 15th instant, | taking away the discrimination between Great 
and who delivered to me your letter of the 9th of | Britain and France in the exclusion of vessels of 
September, not wishing to have his appointment | war from American ports. He added that it was 
known here, it has accordingly been concealed. | another favorable circumstance that the non-in- 
But though this course has been adopted, and 1S | portation system, which seemed to be in contem- 
still observed in conformity to Mr. Short’s per-| plation, was to be applied equally to both parties, 
sonal wishes, I did not think myself at liberty to | instead of affecting, as heretofore, Great Britain 
keep from the Russian Minister of Foreign Re- 


lone. 
lations (who is now here) the fact, that the Presi- 2 TL omeasaia to Mr. Canning that I should call 
dent determined to send a Minister to St. Peters-| on him in the course of a day or two for the pur: 
ee iene oe cig omy hes pir pose of a free communication upon what he had 


te : eceived | suggested. To this he readily assented; and it 
this intelligence showed the propriety of giving it. | was settled that I should see him on Sunday fol- 
Besides expressions of the highest satisfaction on 


: lowing (the 22d,) at twelve o’clock, at hi 
his own part, as well as on that of his master, he aware :) . OcK, at Dis Own 


: ; 7 3 house. 

immediately dispatched a courier to St. Peters-! Jn the interview of the 22d, Mr. Canning’s im- 
burg, for the purpose of arresting or modifying pressions appeared to be in all respects the same 
the arrangements already taken, or about to be| with those which he had mentioned on the 18th; 
taken, with regard to Mr. Daschoff’s departure | and J said everything which I thought consistent 
for America, He wished, in particular, to be in-| wiih candor and discretion to confirm him in his 
formed of the grade of public character which 


é é ' : disposition to seek the re-establishment of good un- 
the gentleman appointed would bring with him, | derstanding with us, and especially to see, in the 
and added, that “an Imperial Minister of equal 


: : ; ; expected act of Congress, (if it should pass,) an 
rank would be immediately appointed.” Nor opening for reconciliation. 
did he stop here: “ Ever since I came into office,” It was of some importance to turn their atten- 
he said, “I have been desirous of producing this 


: ) : tion here, without loss of time, to the manner o! 
effect; for dissolving our commercial connexions any proceeding that might be in their contempla- 


with Great Britain, it became necessary to seek | tion. It seemed that the resolutions of the House 
some other Power in whom we might find a sub- | of Representatives, if enacted into a law. might 
stitute ; and, on looking around I could see none | render it proper, if not indispensable, that the af- 
but the United States who were at all competent | fair of the Chesapeake should be settled at the 
to this object.” same time with the business of the orders and 
embargo, and wr een to be Mr. Can- 

, ning’s opinion and wish. It followed that the 

GREAT BRITAIN. whole matter ought to be settled at Washington, 


: ar and, as this was moreover desirable on various 
[Communicated December 16, 1809, and May 1, 1810.]| other grounds, [ suggested that it would be well 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: | (in case a special mission did not meet their ap- 
Wasuineton, December 16 1809. probation) that the necessary powers should be 

Agreeably to the request expressed in the reso-| sent to Mr. Erskine. 
lution of the 13th instant, [ lay before the House} In the course of couversation, Mr. Canning 








extracts from the ns of the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at London, 


JAMES MADISON. 
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EEE ne — 
several questions relative to our late 
1; the principal were the two following: | 
1st. In case they should wish, either through 
me or through Mr. Erskine, to meet us upon the | 
basis of our late overture, in what way was the 
effectual operation of our embargo as to France, 
&c., after it should be taken off as to Great Brit- | 
ain, to be secured? It was evident, he said, that 
if we should dono more than refuse clearances for | 
the ports of France, &c., or prohibit, under pen- | 
alties, voyages to such ports, the effeet which my | 
letter of the 23d of August, and my published in- | 
structions, proposed to have in view, would not 
be produced ; for that vessels, although cleared 
for British ports, might, when once out, go to 
France instead of coming here; and that this would 
jn fact be so, (whenever the penalties which the | 
American laws might denounce against offend- 
ers) could not, he imagined, be doubted; and he, 
therefore, presumed that the Government of the 
United States would not. after it hed itself de- | 
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Copy of a despatch from Mr. Secretary Canning to the 
Honorable D. M. Erskine. 


Foreien Orrice, January 23, 1809. 


Sir: If there really exist in those individuals 
who are to have a leading share in the new Ad- 
ministration of the United States that disposition 
to come toa complete and cordial understanding 
with Great Britain, of which you have received 
from them such positive assurances in meeting 
that disposition, it would be useless and unprofit- 
able to recur to a recapitulation of the causes 
from which the differences between the two Gov- 
ernments have arisen, or of the arguments already 
so often repeated in support of that system of re- 
taliation to which His Majesty has unwillingly 
had recourse, 

That system His Majesty must unquestionably 
continue to maintain, unless the object of it can 
be otherwise accomplished. 

But after the profession, on the part of so many 





clared a commerce with France, &c., illegal, and | °f the leading members of the Government of the 
its citizens who should engage in it delinquents, | United States, of a sincere desire to contribute to 
and after having given to Great Britain, by com- | that object in a manner which should render the 
Ss = 7 | . ee *_* 
pact, an interest in the strict observation of the pro- | COMtinuance of the system adopted by the British 
hibition, complain if the naval foree of this coun- | GOVernment unnecessary, it is thought right that 
try should assist in preventing such a com- | fair opportunity should be afforded to the Ameri- 
g suc 


| can Government to explain its meaning, and give 


2d. He asked whether there would be any ob- | 
jection to making the repeal of the British orders | 
and the American embargo contemporaneous ? | 
He seemed to consider this as indispensable. 
Nothing could be less admissible, he said, than | 
that Great Britain, after rescinding her orders, 


_ should for any time, however short, be left sub- 


ject to the embargo in common with France, 
whose decrees were subsisting, with a view to an 
experiment upon France, or with any other view. 
The United States could not, upon their own 
principles, apply the embargo to this country one 
moment after its orders were removed. or decline, 
after that event, to apply it exclusively to France, 
and the Powers connected with her in system. 

I took occasion, towards the close of our con- 


| 





proof of its sincerity. 

The extension of the interdiction of the Ameri- 
can harbors tothe ships of war of France as weli 
as of Great Britain, is, as stated in my former des- 
patch, an acceptable system of impartiality to- 
wards both belligerents; the first that has been 
publicly manifested by the American Govern- 
ment. 

The like extension of the non-importation act 
to other belligerents is equally proper in this 
view. These measures remove those preliminary 
objections, which must otherwise have precluded 
any useful or amicable discussion. . 

In this state of things, it is possible for Great 
Britain to entertain propositions which, while 
such manifest partiality was shown to her ene- 


versation, to mention the recent appointment of | les, were not consistent either with her dignity 


Admiral Berkeley to the Lisbon station. Mr. 
Canning said, that whatever might be their in- 
clination to consult the feelings of the American 


or her interest. 
From the report of your conversations with 
Mr. Madison, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Smith, it 


Government on that subject, it was impossible | 4Ppears: 


for the Admiralty to resist the claim of that officer | 


to beemployed (no other objection existing against 
him) after such a lapse of time since his return 
from Halifax, without bringing him toa court 
martial. The usage of the navy was, in this res- 


pect, different from that of the army. But I un- | 


derstood Mr. Canning to say that he might still 
be brought to a court martial, although I did not 


done, had acted wholly without authority. I did 
not propose to enter into any discussion upon 
the subject. and therefore contented myself with 
speaking of the appointment as unfortunate. 

In both of these conversations, Mr, Canning’s 
language and manner were in the highest degree 
conciliatory. 


1. That the American Government is prepared, 
in the event of His Majesty’s consenting to with- 
draw the Orders in Council of January and No- 


| vember, 1807, to withdraw contemporaneously on 


its part the interdiction of its harbors to ships of 
war, and all non-intercourse and non-importation 
acts, so far as respects Great Britain; leaving 
them in force with respect to France, and the 


understand him to say that this would be the case. | Powers which adopt or act under her decrees. 


He said that Admiral Berkeley, in what he had | 


2. (What is of the utmost importance, as pre- 
cluding a new source of misunderstanding which 
might arise after the adjustment of the other 
questions,) that America is willing to renounce, 
during the present war, the pretension of carry- 
in on in time of war all trade with the enemy’s 
colonies, from which she was excluded during 
peace. 





| 
| 
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3. Great Britain, for the purpose of securing 
the operation of the embargo, and of the bona 
fide intention of America to prevent her citizens 
from trading with France and the Powers adopt- 
ing and acting under the French decrees, is to 
be considered as being at liberty to capture all 
such American vessels as may be found attempt- 
ing to trade with the ports of any of these Pow- 
ers; without which security for the observance 
of the embargo, the raising of it nominally with 
respect to Great Britain alone, would, in fact, 
raise it with respect to all the world. 

On these conditions His Majesty would con- 
sent to withdraw the Orders in Council of Janu- 
ary and November, 1807, so far as respects Amer- 
ica. 

As the first and second of these conditions are 
the suggestions of the persons in authority in 
America to you, and as Mr. Pinkney has recently 
(but for the first time) expressed to me his opin- 
ion that there will be no indisposition on the part 
of his Government to the enforcement, by the 
naval power of Great Britain, of the regulations 
of America with respect to France and the coun- 
tries to which these regulations continue to ap- 
ply, but that his Government was itself aware 
that without such enforcement those regulations 
must be altogether nugatory, I flatter myself 
that there will be no difficulty in obtaining a dis- 
tinct and official recognition of these conditions 
from the American Government. 

For this purpose, you are at liberty to commu- 
nicate this despatch in extenso to the American 
Government. 

Upon receiving through you, on the part of the 
American Government, a distinct and official re- 
cognition of the three above-mentioned condi- 
tions, His Majesty will lose no time in sending 
to America a Minister fully empowered to con- 
sign to a formal and regular treaty. 

As, fowever, it is possible that the delay which 
must intervene before the actual conclusion of a 
treaty may appear to the American Government 
to deprive this arrangement of a part of its bene- 
fits, 1 am to authorize you, if the American Gov- 
ernment should be desirous of acting upon the 
agreement before it is reduced into a regular 
form, (either by the immediate repeal of the em- 
bargo and the other acts in question, or by en- 
gaging to repeal them on a particular day,) to 
assure the American Government of His Majes- 
ty’s readiness to meet such a disposition in the 
manner best calculated to give it immediate effect. 

Upon the receipt here of an official note con- 
taining an engagement for the adoption by the 
American Government of the three conditions 
above specified, His Majesty will be prepared on 
the faith of such engagement, either immedi- 
ately, (if the repeal shall have been immediate 
in America.) or on any day specified by the 
American Government for that repeal, recipro- 
cally to recall the Orders in Council, without 
waiting for the conclusion of the treaty; and 
you are authorized, in the circumstances herein 
described, to make such reciprocal engagement 
on His Majesty’s behalf. lam, &c. 
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Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to Wij. 
liam Pinkney, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary of the 


United States in London. 
Department or State, March 15, 1809, 

The proceedings of Congress, at their late ses- 
sion, combined with the Executive communica- 
tions, affording as they do additional proofs of 
the pacific disposition of this Government, and 
of its strict observance of whatever the Jaws of 
neutrality require, you will not fail to avail your. 
self of the just arguments thence deducible jp 
urging the equitable claims of the United States, 
The first, second, third, fourth, eleventh, and sey- 
enteenth sections of the act interdicting commer. 
cial intercourse with Great Britain and France, 
will, in that view, claim your attention, and es. 
pecially the eleventh section, authorizing the Ex. 
ecutive to renew our commerce with the nation 
withdrawing the operation of its illegal edicts, 
And you will be careful to let it be understood 
that the authority thus vested will, of course, be 
exercised in the event stated in the law. 





Extracts of a letter from Mr. Pinkney, Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States at London, to Mr, 
Smith Secretary of State. 

Lonvon, May 1, 1809. 

Upon the receipt of your letter of the 15th of 
March, it beeame my obvious duty to ask a con- 
ference with Mr. Canning. It took place accord- 
ingly on Monday the 17th of April. 

With a view to do justice to the character and 
tendency of the law of the Ist of March, I called 
the attention of Mr. Canning in a particular 
manner to the eleventh section, which provides 
for the renewal of commercial intercourse with 
the Power revoking, or so modifying its edicts as 
that they should cease to violate the neutral com- 
merce of the United States; and, in obedience 
to my instructions, | assured him that the au- 
thority vested in the President to proclaim such 
revocation or modification, would not fail to be 
exercised as the case occurred. 

I entered into a minute explanation of the law 
of the Ist of March, and, in the course of it, 
availed myself of every inducement of interes! 
which it could be supposed to furnish to this 
Government to retract its Orders in Council, and 
of the proofs with which it abounds of the sin- 
cere desire of the American Government to cul- 
tivate peace and friendship with Great Britain, 
even while it was repelling what it deemed en- 
croachments and injuries the most pernicious and 
alarming. 





Mr. Canning to Mr. Pinkney. 
Foreien Orrice, May 27, 1809. 


Sir: According to the intimation which I gave 
to you in our last conference, J have now the hon- 
or to enclose to you a copy of the Order in Coun- 
cil which His Majesty has directed to be issued 
for the purpose of preventing, as far as possible, 
any inconvenience or detriment to the merchants 
of the United States who may have entered into 
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commercial speculations on the faith of the un- 
authorized engagements of Mr. Erskine, previ- 
ously to the notification in America of His Maj- 
esty’s disavowal of those engagements. 

Having had the honor to read to you in extenso 
the instructions with which Mr. Erskine was fur- 
nished, it is not necessary for me to enter into 
any explanation of those points in which Mr. 
Erskine has acted, not only not in conformity, 
but in direct contradiction to them. 

I forbear, equally, from troubling you, sir, with 
apy comment on the manner in which Mr. Ers- 
kine’s communications have been received by the 
American Government, or upon the terms and 
spirit of Mr. Smith’s share of the correspondence. 

Such observations will be communicated more 
properly through the Minister whom His Maj- 
esty has directed to proceed to America, not on 
any special mission, (which Mr. Erskine was not 
authorized to promise, except upon conditions, 
not one of which he has obtained,) but as the 
successor of Mr. Erskine, whom his Majesty has 
not lost a moment in recalling. 

I have the honor to be &c. 
GEORGE CANNING. 

To WiiiiaM Pinkney, Esq., &c. 


No. 1. 
Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith. 


Wasuineaton, July 31, 1809. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you a copy 
of an Order which was passed by His Majesty 
in Council on the 24th of May last. 

In communicating this order, it is with the 
deepest regret that I have to inform you that His 
Majesty has not thought proper to confirm the 
late provisional agreement which I had entered 
into with you on the part of our respective Gov- 
ernments, 

Neither the present time, nor the occasion, will 
afford me a favorable opportunity for explaining 
to you the grounds and reasons upon which I con- 
ceived I had conformed to His Majesty’s wishes, 
and to the spirit, at least, of my instructions upon 
that subject; nor. indeed, would any vindication 
of my conduct, whatever I may have to offer, 
be of any importance, further than as it might 
tend to show that no intention existed on my 
part to practise any deception towards the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

I have the satisfaction, however, to call your 
attention to that part of the enclosed order which 
protects the commerce and shipping of the United 
States from the injury and inconveniences which 
might have arisen to American citizens from a 
reliance on the provisional agreement before men- 
tioned; and I cannot but cherish a hope that no 
further bad consequences may result from an ar- 
rangement which [| had fully believed would have 
met His Majesty’s approbation, and would have 
led toa complete and cordial understanding be- 
tween the two countries. 

With sentiments of high respect, &c. 
D. M. ERSKINE. 
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[From the London Gazette, May 27.] 

At the Court at the Queen’s palace, the 24th May, 
1809: Present, the King’s Most Excellent Majesty 
in Council. 

Whereas, His Majesty was pleased, by his Or- 
der in Council of the 26th of April last, to de- 
clare certain ports and places of the countries 
which have been lately styled the kingdom of 
Holland, to he subject to the restrictions incident 
to a strict and rigorous blockade, as continued 
from His Majesty’s former order of the 11th of 
November, 1807; and whereas, advices have been 
received of a certain provisional agreement enter- 
ed into by His Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinar 
and Minister Plenipotentiary in America, with 
the Government of the United States, whereby 
it is understood that His Majesty’s Orders in 
Council of the 7th January, and of the 11th of 
November, 1807, shall be withdrawn, so far as 
respects the United States, on the tenth of June 
next. 

And whereas, although the said provisional 
agreement is not such as was authorized by His 
Majesty’s instructions, or such as His Majesty 
can approve, it may already have happened, or 
may happen, that persons being citizens of the 
United States may be led, by a reliance on the 
said provisional arrangement to engage in trade 
with and to the said ports and places of Holland, 
contrary to, and in violation of the restrictions 
imposed by the said orders of the 7th of January, 
and of the 1lth of November, 1807, as altered by 
the order of the 26th of April last; His Majesty, 
in order to prevent any inconveniences that may 
ensue from the circumstances above recited. is 
pleased, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, that 
the said several orders shall be suspended, so far 
as is necessary for the protection of vessels of 
the said United States, so sailing under the faith 
of the said provisional agreement, viz: That after 
the 9h day of June next, no vessel of the United 
States which shall have cleared out between the 
19th of April last and the 20th July ensuing, for 
any of the ports of Holland aforesaid, from any 
port of the United States, shall be molested or 
interrupted in her voyage by the commanders of 
His Majesty’s ships or privateers. 

And it w further ordered, That no vessels of 
the United States which shall have cleared out 
from any port of America, previous to the 20th 
of July next, for any other permitted port, and 
shall, during her voyage, have changed her desti- 
nation in consequence of information of the said 
provisional agreement, and shall be proceeding 
to any of the ports of Holland aforesaid, shall be 
molested or interrupted by the commanders of 
any of His Majesty’s ships or privateers, unless 
such vessel shall have been informed of this order 
on her voyage, or shall have been warned not to 
proceed to any of the ports of Holland, aforesaid, 
and shall, notwithstanding such warning, be found 
attempting to proceed to any such port. : 

And it is further ordered, That afier the said 
9th day of June next, no vessel of the said Uni- 
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ted States, which shall have cleared out for, or 
be destined to any of the ports of Holland, from 
any port or place not subject to the restrictions of 
the said order of the 26th of April last, after no- 
tice of such provisional agreement, as aforesaid, 
shall be molested or interrupted in her voyage by 
the commanders of His Majesty’s ships or priva- 
teers, provided such vessel shall have so cleared 
out previous to actual notice of this order at such 
place of clearance, or, in default of proof of actual 
notice previous to the like periods of time, after 
the date of this order, as are fixed for constructive 
notice of His Majesty’s orders of the 11th of No- 
vember, 1808, by the orders of the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 1807, and of the 18th of May, 1808, at certain 
places and latitudes therein mentioned, unless 
such vessel shall have been informed of this or- 
der on her voyage, and warned by any of His 
Majesty’s ships or privateers not to proceed to 
any port of Holland, and shall, notwithstanding 
such warning, attempt to proceed to any such 
ort. 

. And His Majesty is pleased further to order, 
and it is hereby ordered, That the said several 
orders of the 7th of January. and 11th Novem- 
ber, 1807, as altered by the said order of the 26th 
of April last, shall also be suspended, so far as 
is necessary for the protection of vessels of the 
said United States which shall clear out to any 
ports not declared to be under the restriction of 
blockade from any port of Holland, between the 
ninth day of June and the first day of July next; 
Provided always, That nothing that is contained 
in the present urder shall extend, or be construed 
to extend, to protect any vessels or their cargoes 
that may be liable to condemnation or detention 
for any other cause than the violation of the 
aforesaid orders of the 7th of January, and 11th 
of November, 1807, as altered by the said order 
of the 26th of April last. 

Provided also, That nothing in this order con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
protest any vessels which shall attempt to enter 
any port actually blockaded by any of His Maj- 
ta. ship of war. 

nd the right honorable the Lords Commis- 
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, and the Judge of the 
High Court of Admiralty, and the Judges of the 
Courts of Vice Admiralty, are to take the neces- 
sary measures herein as to them may respectively 


appertain. 
STEPHEN COTTRELL. 





Mr. Pinkney to Mr. Canning. 
Great CUMBERLAND PLACE, 
May 29, 1809 

Sir: I have received the communication which 
you did me the honor to address to me on the 
27th instant, and will hasten to transmit it to the 
Secretary of State of the United States. 

No instructions or information from my Gov- 
ernment concerning the transactions in America 





reached me, I can only express my concern that 
the conciliatory arrangements concerted and con- 
cluded, as you have done me the honor to inform 
me, between the American Secretary of State 
and His Majesty’s aceredited Minister at Wash- 
ington, acting in consequence, and professing to 
act in pursuance of regular instructions from his 
Court, are not likely to have all that effect which 
was naturally to have been expected from them, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

WILLIAM PINKNEY. 
The Right Hon. G. Cannine, &c. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to the Secretary 
of State. 


Lonpon, June 6, 1809. 

Mr. Canning tells me that the conversations 
detailed in Mr. Erskine’s letter did not, as I had 
supposed, suggest that the Government of the 
United States would allow it to be understood 
that British cruisers might stop American ves- 
sels attempting to violate the embargo and non- 
intercourse, continuing as to France, &c. after 
they should have been withdrawn as to Great 
Britain. They suggested that the United States 
would side with the Power revoking its edicts 
against the Power persevering. This, Mr. Can- 
ning says, he considered (although he did not so 
insist upon it in the recapitulation of his instruc- 
tions to Mr. Erskine) as comprehending what | 
thought he had represented the actual suggestion 
to be, and what he supposed I had said to him in 
an informal conversation, at his house in Bruton 
street, on the 22d of January, in an answer to one 
of his inquiries. 

It will, Iam sure, occur to you, as the fact is, 
that the little which I may have thrown out upon 
that occasion did not look to the admission of 
Mr. Canning’s object into any stipulation between 
the two countries, and that 1 viewed it only asa 
consequence that might, and would, if France 
persisted in her unjust decrees, grow out of ar- 
rangements similar to those offered by usin Au- 
gust last. 

Having no longer any authority (as Mr. Can- 
ning knew) to speak officially upon that, or any 
other point connected with the Orders in Coun- 
cil, and being desirous that this Government 
should propose negotiation at Washington, as 
well concerning the orders as the affair of the 
Chesapeake, I avoided, as much as possible, ex- 
planations upon details which would be best 
managed at home by the Department of State; 
and endeavored to speak upon what Mr. Can- 
ning proposed to me, in such a manner as, that, 
without justifying unsuitable expectations on 
his part, or forgetting what was due to the honor 
of my own Government, I might contribute to 
produce an effort here towards friendly adjust- 
ment. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to Mr. Smith. 


Lonpon, June 9, 1809. 
Mr. Erskine’s instructions concerning the Or- 


to which your communication alludes having|ders in Council having been laid before the 
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House of Commons, are now printed. You will 
find them in the newspaper enclosed. 

It is not improbable that when Mr. Canning 
read these instructions to me, I inferred from the 
manner in which the three points stated in the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh paragraphs are intro- 
duced and connected, that they were all consid- 
ered as suggested by Mr. Erskine’s “report of 
his conversations with Mr. Madison, Mr. Galla- 
tin, and Mr. Smith :” whether I was led by any 
other cause into the mistake of supposing that 
the third (as well as the first and second) was 
so suggested, I am not sure, and it is not very 
material. 

Mr. Canning’s misconception of some informal 
observations from me in January last, has been 
in part mentioned in my letter of the sixth in- 
stant; but the published instructions show, what 
I had not collected from hearing them read, that 
he understood me to havestated “ that the Amer- 
ican Government was itself aware that without 
an enforcement, by: the naval power of Great 
Britain, of the regulations of America with re- 
spect to France, those regulations must be alto- 

ether nugatory.” It cannot be necessary to in- 
im you that, in this, as in the other particulars 
alluded to in my last letter, I have been ‘misap- 
prehended. 

I ought to mention that the strong and di- 
rect charge against the American Government, 
of “manifest partiality” to France, introduced, 
without any qualification or management of ex- 
pression, into a paper which Mr. Erskine was 
authorized to communicate in extenso to you, 
did not strike me when that paper was read to me 
by Mr. Canning. 








Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to the Secretary 
of State. 


June 23, 1809. 


I had an interview yesterday with Mr. Can- 
ning. In conversing upon the first of the condi- 
tions, upon the obtaining of which Mr. Erskine 
was to promise the repeal of the British Orders 
in Council, and a special mission, I collected, from 
what was said by Mr. Canning, that the exemp- 
tion of Holland from the effect of our embargo and 
non-intercourse, would not have been much ob- 
jected to by the British Government if the Gov- 
ernment of the United States had been willing to 
concede the first condition subject to that exemp- 
tion, Mr. Canning observed that the expedient 
of an actual blockade of Holland had occurred to 
them as being capable of meeting this exemption, 
but Mr. Erskine had obtained no pledge, express 
or implied, or in any form, that we would enforce 
our non-intercourse system against France and 
her dependencies ; that our actual system would, 
if not re-enacted or continued as to France, ter- 
minate with the present session of Congress; 
that, for aught that appeared to the contrary in 
your correspondence with Mr. Erskine, or in the 
President’s proclamation, the embargo and non- 
intercourse laws might be suffered without any 
breach of faith to expire, or might even be re- 




















pealed immediately, notwithstanding the perse- 
verance of France in her Berlin and other edicts; 
and that Mr. Erskine had in truth secured noth- 
ing more, as the consideration of the recall of the 
Orders in Council, than the renewal of American 
intercourse with Great Britain. 

Upon the second of the conditions mentioned 
in Mr. Erskine’s instructions, I made several re- 
marks. I stated that it had no necessary con- 
nexion with the principal subject; that it had 
lost its importance to Great Britain by the reduc- 
tion of almost all the colonies of her enemies; 
that Batavia was understood not to be affected by 
it; that it could not apply to Guadaloupe, (the 
only other unconquered colony,) since it was ad- 
mitted that we were not excluded from a trade 
with Guadaloupe in time of peace; that I did 
not know what the Government of the United 
States would, upon sufficient inducements, con- 
sent to do upon this point, but that it could 
searcely be expected to give the implied sanc- 
tion, which this condition called upon it to give, 
to the rule of the war of 1756, without any 
equivalent or reciprocal stipulation whatsoever. 
Mr. Canning admitted that the second condition 
had no necessary connexion with the Orders in 
Council, and he intimated that they would have 
been content to leave the subject of it to future 
discussion and arrangement. He added that this 
condition was inserted in Mr. Erskine’s instruc- 
tions, because it had appeared, from his own re- 
port of conversations with official persons at 
Washington, that there would be no difficulty in 
agreeing to it. 

Upon the third condition I said a very few 
words. I restated what I had thrown out upon the 
matter of it in an informal conversation in Jan- 
ury, and expressed my regret that it should have 
been misapprehended. Mr. Canning immediately 
said that he was himself of opinion that the idea 
upon which that condition turns could not well 
find its way into a stipulation ; that he had, ne- 
vertheless, believed it proper to propose the con- 
dition to the United States; that he should have 
been satisfied with the rejection of it; and that 
the consequence would have been, that they 
should have intercepted the commerce to which 
it referred, if any such commerce should be 
attempted. 





Circular. 
Treasury DeparTMENT, Aug. 9, 1809. 


Sir: You will herewith receive a copy of the 
proclamation of the President of the United 
States, announcing that certain British Orders 
in Council were not withdrawn on the tenth day 
of June last; and, consequently, that the trade 
renewable on the event of the said orders being 
withdrawn is to be considered as under the oper- 
ation of the several acts by which such trade was 
suspended. 

The act “to amend and continue in force cer- 
tain parts of the act, entitled ‘An act to interdict 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their 
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dependencies, and for other purposes,” passed on 
the 28th of June, is, therefore, in every respect, 
applicable to Great Britain and her dependencies 
as well as to France and her dependencies, any- 
thing in my circular of the 29th June last to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

It results that, from the receipt of this, you 
must, in every instance, except as hereinafter ex- 
pressed, refuse clearances for British ports, requir- 
ing, as usual, bonds from all vessels bound to per- 
mitted ports, in the manner provided by the third 
section of the act above mentioned. But as 
many British vessels have or may come into the 
ae of the United States in consequence of the 

resident’s a of the 19th of April last, 
he directs that you will permit such British ves- 
sels to depart without giving bond, either in bal- 
last or with the cargo on board, when notified of 
the enclosed proclamation; it being, however, 
understood that this indulgence shall not be ex- 
tended to any other vessels than such as are now 
in the ports of the United States, or such as may 
hereafter arrive, having sailed from a foreign 
port before information of the enclosed proclama- 
tion shall have been received at such port. 


The President also directs that, until a decision 
from Congress on that unexpected point shall 
have been obtained, or until otherwise instructed, 
seizures or prosecutions for supposed contraven- 
tions of either of the abovementioned act, or of the 
non-intercourse act of Ist March last, arising from 
acts which would, in conformity with the proc- 
lamation of the 19th April last, have been con- 
sidered as lawful, shall be suspended in the fol- 
lowing cases, viz: 

1. All vessels which have entered a British port 
since the 10th of June last, or which may here- 
after enter such port, having sailed for the same 
before information of the enclosed proclamation 
had been received at the port of departure, so far 
as relates to any forfeiture or penalty which may 
accrue, or have accrued, by reason of their having 
thus entered a British port. 


2. All vessels which may have arrived, either 
from British ports or with merchandise, in the 
United States, subsequent to the 10th of June last, 
and, also, all vessels which may hereafter thus 
arrive, having sailed for the United before infor- 
mation of the enclosed proclamation shall have 
been received at the port of departure, so far as 
relates to any forfeiture or penalty accruing from 
having arrived or arriving in the United States 
from British ports or with British merchandise. 

3. All vessels now owned by citizens of the 
United States, and sailing under the American 
flag, which, being in a‘foreign port at the time 
when the enclosed proclamation will be made 
known at such port, shall with all due diligence 
depart therefrom, and return without delay to the 
United States, so far as relates to any forfeiture 
or penalty accruing from their arriving in the 
United States from British ports or with British 
merchandise. 

In the above-mentioned cases of vessels arriving 
in the United States, and which are for the pres- 
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ent exempted from seizure, the vessels and cargoes 
may be admitted to entry. 

The time when the enclosed proclamation shal| 
have been known at the ports of departure, re. 
spectively, must be ascertained by the best mean; 
in your power; and you may refer doubtful cases 
to this department. 

Application may of course still be made in a|| 
cases for an absolute remission of the forfeitures 
and penalties in the manner provided by law; the 
instruction herein given, to abstain from prosecu- 
tions and seizures in the above-mentioned cases 
being only intended to prevent the expenses and 
inconvenience to which the parties concerned 
would otherwise be exposed. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Co.uector of ‘ 





By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, in consequence of a communication 
trom His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, declaring 
that the British Orders of Council of January 
and November, 1807, would have been with- 
drawn on the 10th day of June last ; and by vir- 
tue of authority given, in such event, by the ele- 
venth section of the act of Congress, entitled 
“An act to interdict the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain 
and France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes,” J, James Mapison, President of the 
United States, did issue my proclamation bear- 
ing date on the 19th of April last, declaring that 
the Orders in Council aforesaid would have been 
so withdrawn on the'said 10th day of June, after 
which the trade suspended by certain acts of 
Congress might be renewed; and whereas it is 
now officially made known to me that the said 
Orders in Council have not been withdrawn 
agreeably to the communication and declaration 
aforesai : I do hereby proclaim the same, and, 
consequently, that the trade renewable on the 
event of the said orders being withdrawn, is to 
be considered as under the operation of the sev- 
eral acts by which such trade was suspended. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Uni- 
ted States, at the City of Washington, the nioth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand ‘eight hundred and nine, and of the inde- 

enence of the said United States the thirty- 


ourth. 
JAMES MADISON. 
By the President: 
R. Samira, Secretary of State. 
No. 2. 
The Secretary of State, to Mr. Erskine. 

DeparTMENT oF Strate, Aug. 9, 1809. 
Sir: I have just received from Mr. Pinkney 4 
letter, enclosing a printed paper, purporting to be 
a copy of a despatch to you from Mr. Canning, 
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which states, among other things, that, from the 
report of your conversations with Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Smith, it appears: 

“jst. That the American Government is pre- 

red, in the event of His Majesty’s consenting 
to withdraw the Orders in Council of January 
and November, 1807, to withdraw, contempora- 
neously, on his part, the interdiction of its har- 
bors to ships of war, and all non-intercourse and 
non-importation acts, so far as respects Great 
Britain, leaving them in force with respect to 
France, and the Powers which adopt or act un- 
der her decrees. 

“2d. That America is willing to renounce 
during the present war, the pretension of carry- 
ing on, in time of war, all trade with the enemy’s 
colonies, from which she was excluded during 

ace. 

“3d, Great Britain, for the purpose of securing 
the operation of the embargo, and the bona fide 
intention of America to prevent her citizens 
from trading with France, and the Powers adopt- 
ing and acting under the French decrees, is to be 
considered as being at liberty to capture all such 
American vessels as may be found attempting to 
trade with the ports of any of these Powers; 
without which security for the observance of the 
embargo, the raising it nominaily with respect 
to Great Britain alone would, in fact, raise it 
with respect to all the world.” 

Ihave the honor to request you to favor me with 
such explanations as your candor will at once 
suggest, in relation to these imputed conversa- 
tions. 

I forbear to express to you, sir, the surprise 
that is felt at the extraordinary pretensions set 
forth in this letter of instruction, and especially 
at the expectation that this Government would, 
as a preliminary, recognise conditions, two of 
which are so manifestly irreconcilable to the 
dignity and interest of the United States. I, 
however, would remark, that, had you deemed 
it proper to have communicated in extenso this 
letter, it would have been impossibie for the 
President to have perceived in its conditions, or 
in its spirit, that conciliatory disposition which 
had been professed, and-which it was hoped had 
really existed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


Hon. D. M. Erskine, &c. 


No. 3. 
Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith. 


Wasuineton, August 14, 1809. 
Sta: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 9th instant, informing 
me that you had just received a letter from 
Mr. Pinkney, enclosing a printed paper, pur- 
orting to be a copy of a despatch to me from 
r. Canning, which states, among other things, 
“from the report of your conversations with Mr. 
Madison, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Smith, it ap- 
pears: 
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“Ist. That the American Government is pre- 
pared, in the event of His Majesty’s consenting 
to withdraw the Orders in Council of January 
and November, 1807, to withdraw, contempora- 
neously, on its part, the interdiction of its har- 
bors to ships of war, and all non-intercourse and 
non-importation acts, so far as respects Great 
Britain, leaving them in force with respeet to 
France, and the Powers which adopt or act un- 
der her decrees. 

“2d. That America is willing to renounce, 
during the present war, the pretension of carry- 
ing on, in time of war, all trade with the ene- 
my’s colonies, from which she was excluded du- 
ring peace. 

“3d. Great Britain, for the purpose of securing 
the operation of the embargo, and the bona fide 
intention of America to prevent her citizens 
from trading with France, and the Powers adopt- 
ing and acting under the French decrees, is to 
be considered as being at liberty to capture all 
such American vessels as may be found attempt- 
ing to trade with the ports of any of these Pow- 
ers; without which security for the observance 
of the embargo, the raising it nominally with 
respect to Great Britain alone would, in fact, 
raise it with respect to all the world.” 

The explanations which you request from me 
upon that subject shall be given with candor; 
and I will proceed. accordingly, to lay before 
you an abstract of the communications which I 
made to His Majesty’s Government relative to 
the unofficial conversations which I had held 
with Mr. Madison, (then Secretary of State,) 
Mr. Gallatin, and yourself, at the time and upon 
the occasion alluded to by His Majesty’s Secre- 
tary of State, (Mr. Canning,) in that part of his 
instructions to me, of which you inform me you 
have received a printed copy from Mr. Pinkney. 

Upon referring to my despatches, addressed to 
His Majesty’s Government, of the 3d and 4th of 
December last, in which these communications 
are detailed, I conclude that the conversations 
alluded to must have been held some days previ- 
ous to that period, and were to the following 
effect : 

Mr. Madison (then Secretary of State) is rep- 
resented by me to have urged various arguments, 
tending to prove that the United States had ex- 
erted all their efforts to persuade the French Gov- 
ernment to withdraw their unjust restrictions 
upon neutral commerce, and that recourse might 
have been had to measures of more activity and 
decision against France than mere remonstrances, 
but that, in the meantime, Great Britain had is- 
sued her Orders in Council bef«re it was. known 
whether the United States would acquiesce in 
the aggressions of France, and thereby rendered 
it impossible to distinguish between the conduct 
of the two belligerents, who had equally com- 
mitted aggressions against the United States. 

After some other observations, Mr. Madison is 
stated by me, at that time, to have added, that, as 
the world must be convinced that America had 
in vain taken all the means in her power to ob- 
tain from Great Britain and France a just atten- 
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tion to her rights as a neutral Power, by repre- 
sentations and remonstrances, she would be fully 
justified in having recourse to_ hostilities with 
either belligerent, and that she only hesitated to 
do so from the difficulty of contending with 
both; but that she must be driven even to en- 
deavor to maintain her rights against the two 
greatest Powers in the world, unless either of 
them should relax their restrictions upon neutral 
commerce; in which case, the United States 
would at once side with that Power against the 
other which might continue its aggressions. 

That every opinion which he entertained re- 
specting the best interests of his country led him 
to wish that a good understanding should take 

lace between Great Britain and the United 
tates, and that he thought that the obvious ad- 
vantages which would thereby result to both 
countries were a sufficient pledge of the sincerity 

- of his sentiments. 

These observations, sir, I beg leave to remark, 
were made to me by Mr. Madison about a month 
after the intelligence had been received in this 
country of the rejection by His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment of the proposition made through Mr. 
Pinkney by the President for the removal of the 
embargo, as respects Great Britain, upon condi- 
tion that the Orders in Council should be with- 
drawn, as respected the United States; and his 
sentiments were, as I conceived, expressed to 
me, in order that I might convey them to His 
Majesty’s Government, so as to lead to a recon- 
sideration of the proposition above mentioned, 
with a view to the adjustment of the differences 
upon that subject between the respective coun- 
tries. But I never considered that Mr. Madison 
meant that the Government of the Usited States 
would pledge themselves beyond the proposition 
respecting the embargo, as above stated, because 
that was the extent of the power of the Presi- 
dent by the Constitution of the United States. 

I understood, very distinctly, that the observa- 
tions of the Secretary of State were intended to 
convey an opinion as to what ought and would 
be the course pursued by the United States in 
the event of His Majesty’s Orders in Council 
being withdrawn. ‘ 

In these sentiments and opinions you con- 
curred, as I collected from the tenor of several 
conversations which I held with you at that 
period. 

With respect to the second point, as stated in 

our letter to be contained in a “despatch from 

r. Canning,” I beg leave to offer the following 
explanation : 

n the course of a private interview I had 
with Mr. Gallatin, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, he intimated that the non-intercourse law 
which was then likely to be passed by the Con- 
gress, might be considered as removing two very 
important grounds of difference with Great Brit- 
ain, viz: the non-importation act, as applicable 
to her alone. and also the President’s proclama- 
tion, whereby the ships of Great Britain were 
excluded from the ports of the United States, 
while those of France were permitted to enter; 
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but that, by the non-intercourse law, both Powers 
were placed on the same footing. He did not 
pretend to say that this measure had been taken 
from any motives of concession to Great Bri:- 
ain; but as, in fact, those consequences followed, 
he conceived they might be considered as remoy- 
ing the two great obstacles to a conciliation. 

e adverted also to the probability of an ad- 
justment of another important point in dispute 
between the two countries, as he said he knew 
that it was intended by the United States to 
abandon the attempt to carry on a trade with the 
colonies of the belligerents in time of war, which 
was not allowed in time of peace, and to trust to 
their being permitted by the French to carry on 
such trade in peace, so as to entitle them toa 
continuance of it in time of war. 

As it may be very material to ascertain what 
“ trade with the colonies of belligerents” was, in 
my conception, meant by Mr. Gallatin as intend- 
ed to be abandoned by the United States, I fee! 
no hesitation in declaring that I supposed he al- 
lauded to the trade from the colonies of bellige. 
rents direct to their mother country, or to the 
ports of other belligerents, because the right to 
such trade had been the point in dispute; where- 
as, the right to carry on a trade from the colonies 
of belligerents to the United States had never 
been called in question, and had been recognised 
by His Majesty’s Supreme Court of Admiralty; 
and the terms even upon which such colonial 
produce might be re-exported from the United 
States, had been formally arranged in a treaty 
signed in London by the Ministers Plenipoten- 
tiary of both countries, which was not, indeed, 
ratified by the President of the United States, 
but was not objected to as to that article of it 
which settled the terms upon which such trade 
was to be permitted. 

Such was the substance, sir, of the unofficial 
conversations which I had held with Mr, Madi- 
son, Mr. Gallatin, and yourself, which I did not 
consider, or represent to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, as intended with any other view than to 
endeavor to bring about the repeal of the Orders 
in Council, by showing that many of the obsta- 
cles which had stood in the way of an amicable 
adjustment of the differences between the two 
countries were already removed, and that a fair 
prospect existed of settling what remained ; since 
the United States exhibited a determination to 
resist the unjust aggressions upon her: neutral 
rights, which was ail that Great Britain had 
ever required; but I certainly never received any 
assurances from the American Government that 
they would Pore themselves to adopt the con- 
ditions specified in Mr. Canning’s instructions as 
preliminaries ; nor did I ever hold out such an 
expectation to His Majesty’s Government, hav- 
ing always stated to them that, in the event of 
His Majesty thinking it just or expedient to 
cause his Ordersin Council to be withdrawn, the 
President would take off the embargo as respected 
England, leaving it in operation against France, 
and the Powers which adopted or acted under 
her decrees, according to the authority which 
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was vested in him at that time by the Congress | (which formed but one part of his instructions 
of the United States; and that there was every | to me,) in the formal manner required, | consid- 
yeason to expect that a satisfactory arrangement | ered that it would be in vain to lay before the 
might be made upon the points of the colonial Government of the United States the despatch 
trade, Which had been so long in dispute between | in question, which I was at liberty to have done 
the two countries. tm extenso, had I thought proper. But as If had 

As tothe third condition referred to by you, spe- | such strong grounds for believing that the object 
cified in Mr. Canning’s instructions, I have only | of His Majesty’s Government could be attained, 
to remark, that I never held any conversation | though in a different manner, and the spirit, at 
with the members of the Government of the | least, of my several letters of instructions be 
United States relative to it until my late negoti- fully complied with, I felt a thorough conviction 
ation, or had ever mentioned the subject to His | upon my mind that | should be acting in con- 
Majesty’s Government; it having, for the first | formity with His Majesty’s wishes; and, accord- 
time, been presented to my consideration in Mr. ingly concluded the late provisional agreement, 
Canning’s despatch to me of the 23d of January, | on His Majesty’s behalf, with the Government of 
in which that idea is suggested, and is stated to | the United States. 
have been assented to by Mr. Pinkney. | The disavowal, by His Majesty, is a painful 

it would be unavailing at the present moment | proof to me that I had formed an erroneous judg- 
to enter upon an examination of the“ pretensions | ment of His Majesty’s views, and the intention 
set forth in Mr. Canning’s letter of instructions,” of my instructions ; and I have most severely to 
which'you are pleased to term “extraordinary.” | lament that an act of mine (though unintention- 

I consider it, however, to be my duty to declare | ally) should produce any embarrassment in the 
that, during my negotiation with you, which led | relations between the two countries. 
to the conclusion of the provisional agreement, | It is a great consolation to me, however, to 
I found no reason to believe that any difficulties | perceive that measures have been adopted by 
would occur in the accomplishment of the two | both Governments to prevent any losses, and to 
former conditions, as far as it was in the power | Obviate any inconveniences which might have 
of the President of the United States to accede | arisen to the citizens or subjects of either coun- 
to the first, and consistently with the explana- | try froma reliance on the fulfilment of that pro- 
tion which I have before given of the second | Visional agreement; and I cannot but cherish a 
point; on' the contrary, I received assurances, | hope that a complete and cordial understanding 
through you, that the President would comply | between the two countries may be effected. — 

} (as far as it was in his power) with the first con- | 1 beg leave to add, that it would have given 


ee 


dition, and that there could be no doubt that the | me great happiness to have contributed to so de- 


Congress would think it incumbent upon them | sirable an object, and to offer you the assurances 
to assert the rights of the United States against | of the great respect and high consideration with 
such Powers as should adopt or act under the | Which I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
decrees of France, as soon as their actual con- | D. M. ERSKINE. 
duet or determination upon that subject could be | Hon. Roseatr Samira. 
ascertained ; but that, in the meantime, that the 
President had not the power, and could not un- No. 4. 
dertake to pledge himself in the formal manner ’ , 
required to that effect, The Secretary of State to Mr. Erskine. 
received, also, assurances from you that no Wasnineton, Aug. 13, 1809. 
doubt could be reasonably entertained that a sat- | Sir: I do not believe that, in the conversations 
| isfactory arrangement might be made in a treaty we have had respecting the practicability of an 
upon the sabject of the second condition men- | adjustment of the differences between the United 
| tioned in Mr. Canning’s instructions, according | States and Great Britain, we ever have misun- 
tomy explanation of it in the foregoing part of | derstood one another. Yet as, from Mr. Can- 
this letter; but that it necessarily would form an | ning’s instructions, lately published by your Gov- 
article of a treaty, in which the various preten- | ernment, it would seem that some opinions are 
sions of the two countries should be settled. | ascribed to several members of this Administra- 
The third condition you certainly very dis- | tion which they did not entertain, it appears 
tinetly informed me could not be recognised by | necessary to ascertain whether on any point a 
the President, but you added, what had great | misapprehension can have taken place. 
weight in my mind, that you did not see why| 1 will forbear making any observations on what, 
any great importance should be attached to such | in the instructions, is called the third condition, 
a recognition; because it would be impossible | since it is not asserted that that inadmissible 
that a citizen of the United States could prefer | proposition was suggested at Washington. 
a complaint to his Government, on aecount of | The points embraced in Mr. Canning’s first 
the capture of his vessel, while engaged in a | proposition formed the principal topic of our 
trade absolutely interdicted by the laws of his | conversations relative to a revocation of the Or- 
country. ders in Council, Yet, in the manner in which 
Under these circumstances, therefore, finding | that proposition is expressed, it goes further than 
that I could not obtain the recognitions specified | had been suggested by the members of this Ad- 
in Mr. Canning’s despatch of the 23d of January, | ministration. It is sufficiently evident, from the 
11th Con. 2d Sess. —66 
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proceedings of Congress, both previous and sub- 
sequent to the unratified agreement of April last, 
that the United States intended to continue the 
restrictions on the commercial intercourse with 
France, while such of her decrees as violated our 
neutral rights continued in force, and to remove 
those restrictions, in relation to Great Britain, in 
the event of a revocation of the Orders in Coun- 
ceil. But that state of things, so far as it related 
to France, was to result from our own laws, 
known or anticipated by your Government when 
they authorized an arrangement; and it was not 
proposed by us that the continuance of the non- 
intercourse with France should be made a condi- 
tion of that arrangement. While on that subject, 
I will add an observation, though, perhaps, not 
immediately connected with the object of this 
letter. Ithink that the object of that proposition, 
so far as it agreed with your previous understand- 
ing of the intentions of this Government, has 
been substantially carried into effect on our part. 
It is true that your Government might at the date 
of the instructions have expected, from the in- 
cipient proceedings of Congress, that Hclland 
would be embraced by the restrictive laws of the 
Onited States. Not only, however, was the omis- 
sion nominal, since American vessels were at the 
time, by the decrees of that country, refused ad- 
mission into its ports; but, under the same con- 
struction ef our laws, by which the commercial 
intercourse with Holland was permitted, that 
with Portugal was also considered as legal, in the 
event of that country being occupied by British 
troops, in the name of the Prince Regent. 

It is, therefore, principally as respeets the sec- 
ond condition, which relates to the colonial trade, 
that erroneous inferences might be drawn from 
the expressions used in Mr. Canning’s instruc- 
tions, Although the subject must have been 
mentioned here incidentally, and only in a tran- 
sient manner, as it is one to which I had paid 

rticular attention, and on which my opinion 

ad never varied, I think that I can state with 
recision in what view I have always considered 
it, and must have alluded to it. 

1st. I never could have given countenance to 
an opinion that the United States would agree, 
or that it would be proper, to make any arrange- 
ment whatever with respect to the colonial trade, 
acondition of the revocation of the Orders in 
Council. The two subjects were altogether un- 
connected, and I am confident that such a propo- 
sition was never suggested either by you or by 
any member of this Administration. Such an 
arrangement could be effected only by treaty ; 
and it is with a considerable degree of surprise 
that I see your Government now asking, not only 
resistance to the French decrees, but the aban- 
donment of a branch of our commerce, as the 

rice of the revocation of the Orders in Council. 

his seems to give a new character to a measure 
which had heretofore been represented as an act 
of retaliation reluctantly adopted, and had been 
defended solely on the ground of a supposed ac- 
quiescence on the part of the United States in 
the injurious decrees of another nation, 
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2d. In the event of a treaty embracing all the 
points in dispute, and particularly that of im. 
pressments, without which, I trust, no treaty wil! 
ever take place, it was my opinion, and | may 
certainly have expressed it, that if the other sub. 
jects of difference were arranged, that respecting 
the colonial trade would be easily adjusted, | 
had considered the principles recognised in a for. 
mer correspondence between Lord Hawkesbury 
and Mr. King, on the subject of the colonia| 
trade, and, subsequently, again adopted in the 
treaty negotiated by Messrs. Monroe and Pink. 
ney, as a general basis agreed on under differen, 
Ad ninietraticne by both Governments, from 
which neither could now recede, and susceptible 
only of modifications as todetails. The instruc. 
tions to our Ministers in London on that subjec: 
had also been published, and were known to you 
Government. I therefore believed, that the Uni. 
ted States, in the event of a treaty, would still be 
disposed to waive for the present, in the manner 
hake the terms contemplated by those instruc. 
tions, their right to that branch, and to tha 
branch only, of the colonial trade, known by the 
name Of direct trade, that is to say, the trade car. 
ried directly from belligerent colonies to the bel: 
ligerents in Europe, when that trade was no! 

rmanently, in peace as in war, permitted by the 
aws of the country to which these colonies be- 
longed. The right to a trade between such colo- 
nies and the United States generally, and to that 
in colonial articles between the United State 
and other countries, never can, nor will, in my 
opinion, be abandoned, or its exercise be suspeni- 
ed, by this Government. On the contrary, it 
solely in order to secure, by an express treaty stip- 
ulation, that trade against the danger of inter 
ruption, and thus, by a mutual spirit of accom: 
modation, to avoid collisions, that the abandon 
ment of the direct branch can ever be assented 
to. 

Permit me, therefore, to request, that you will 
inform me whether you understood me on those 
two points, as [certainly meant to be understood; 
namely, that the relinquishment, during the pres: 
ent war, of what is called the direct trade, was 
alone contemplated ; and that no arrangement 01 
that subject was suggested as a condition of the 
revocation of the Orders in Council. 

I have the honor to be, with the higliest re- 
spect and consideration, sir, your obedient ser: 
vant, ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. D. M. Erskine, Minister, §c. 





No. 5. 
Mr. Erskine to Mr. Gallatin. 
WasuinecTon, Aug. 15, 1809. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 13th instant, in whic 
you have been pleased to say, that although you 
“do not believe that in the conversations we 
have had respecting the practicability of an ad- 
justment of the differences between the United 
States and Great Britain, we ever have misut 
derstood one another ; yet as, from Mr. Cannings 
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instructions, lately published by my Government, | Britannic Majesty has deemed it proper to disa- 
it would seem that some opinions are ascribed to | vow it, to recall his Minister, and to send another 


several members of this Administration which 


| they did not entertain, it appears necessary to as- 


certain whether, on any point, a misapprehension 
can have taken place.” 

In answer to your inquiries, I have great satis- 
faction in assuring you that there appears to have 
been no misunderstanding respecting the sub- 
stance or meaning of the conversations which 

ssed between us, as stated in Mr. Canning’s in- 
structions alluded to. 

After the most careful perusal of your state- 
ment of the purport of our conversations, | can- 
not discover any material difference from the 


representation which I have made upon that sub- 
» ject to the Secretary of State, (Mr. Rob’t Smith,) 


Twill 


letter to him of the 16th instant, to which 
therefore, beg to refer you, as I have therein 


detailed the substance of the conversation ac- 


| cording to my recollection of it; which is, in 


every respect, essentially the same as that which 
you seem to have entertained. 

During the conversation which we held, re- 
specting the practicability of an amicable adjust- 
ment of the differences between the two coun- 
tries, when the relinquishment, by the United 


_ States, during the present war, of what is called 
_ the colonial trade, was suggested by you, I con- 
_ ceived that you meant (as you have stated) “the 


. trade carried directly from belligerent colonies to 
» the belligerents in Europe, when that trade was 
| not permanently, in peace as in war, permitted 
| by the laws of the country to which those colo- 
nies belonged.” 


I never supposed that you intended to convey 


/an opinion that the Government of the United 
States would make any arrangement respecting 


the colonial trade, as a condition of the revoca- 
tion of the Orders in Council, the two subjects 


| being altogether unconnected, nor have I ever 
_ represented to His Majesty’s Government that 
| such preliminary pledges would be given. 


With sentiments of the highest respect, I have 


| the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble 


_ servant, 


D. M. ERSKINE. 
Hon. A. Gauuatin, &c. 





No. 6. 
The Secretary of State to Mr. Jackson. 


DePaRTMENT OF SrarTe, 
October 9, 1809. 


Sir: An arrangement as to the revocation of 
the British Orders in Council, as well as to the 
satisfaction required in the case of the attack on 
the Chesapeake frigate, has been made in due 


_ form by the Government of the United States, 


with David Montague Erskine, Esq., an accred- 


_ ited Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic 


Majesty. And after it had been faithfully carried 


_ intoexecution on the part of this Government, 


and under circumstances rendering its effects on 


' the relative situation of the United States irrev- 


ocable, and, in some respects, irreparable, His 


| 


" a sin 


to take his place. 

In such a state of things, no expectation could 
be more reasonable, no course of proceeding more 
obviously prescribed by the ordinary respect due 
to the disappointed party, than a prompt and ex- 
plicit explanation by the new functionary of the 
grounds of the refusal, on the part of his Gov- 
ernment, to abide by an arrangement so solemaly 
made, accompanied by a substitution of other 
propositions. 

Under the influence of this reasonable expect- 
ation, the President has learned, with no less sur- 
prise than regret, that in your several conferences 
with me you have stated ; 

ist. That you have no instructions from your 
Government which authorize you to make any 
explanations whatever to this Government as to 
the reasons which had induced His Britannic 
Majesty to disavow the arrangement lately made 
by your predecessor; and that, therefore, you 
could not make any such explanations. 

2d. That, in the case of the Chesapeake, your 
instructions only authorize you (without assign- 
ing any reason whatever why the reasonable 
terms of satisfaction tendered and accepted have 
not been carried into effect) to communicate to 
this Government, a note tendering satisfaction, 
with an understanding that such note should not 
be signed and delivered by you, until you should 
have previously seen and approved the proposed 
answer of this Government, and that the signing 
and the delivery of your note, and of the answer 
of this Government, should be simultaneous, 

3d. That you have no instructions which au- 
thorize you to make to this Government any 
propositions whatever in relation to the revoca- 
tion of the British Orders in Council, but only to 
receive such as this Government may deem it 
proper to make to you. 

4th. That, at all events, it is not the disposi- 
tion or the intention of the British Government 
to revoke their Orders in Council, as they respect 
the United States, but upon a formal stipulation, 
on the part of the United States, to accede to the 
following terms and conditions, viz: 

Ist. That the act of Congress, commonly called 
the non-intercourse law, be continued against 
France so long as she shall continue her decrees. 

2d. That the navy of Great Britain be author- 
ized to aid in enforcing the provisions of the said 
act of Congress. 

3d. That the United States shall explicitly re- 
nounce, during the present war, the right of car- 
rying on any trade whatever, direct or indirect, 
with any colony of any enemy of Great Britain, 
from which they were excluded during peace; 
and that this renunciation must extend, not only 
to the trade between the colony and the mother 
country, but to the trade between the colony and 
the United States. 

If, in the aforegoing representation, it should 
appear that I have, in any instance, misappre- 
hended your meaning, it will afford me real plea- 
sure to be enabled to lay before the President a 


ee re 
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proceedings of Congress, both previous and sub- 
sequent to the unratified agreement of April last, 
that the United States intended to continue the 
restrictions on the commercial intercourse with 
France, while such of her decrees as violated our 
neutral rights continued in force, and to remove 
those restrictions, in relation to Great Britain, in 
the event of a revocation of the Orders in Coun- 
cil. But that state of things, so far as it related 
to France, was to result from our own laws, 
known or anticipated by your Government when 
they authorized an arrangement; and it was not 
proposed by us that the continuance of the non- 
intercourse with France should be made a condi- 
tion of that arrangement. While on that subject, 
I will add an observation, though, perhaps, not 
immediately connected with the object of this 
letter. Ithink that the object of that proposition, 
so far as it agreed with your previous understand- 
ing of the intentions of this Government, has 
been substantially carried into effect on our part. 
It is true that your Government might at the date 
of the instructions have expected, from the in- 
cipient proceedings of Congress, that Helland 
would be embraced by the restrictive laws of the 
United States, Not only, however, was the omis- 
sion nominal, since American vessels were at the 
time, by the decrees of that country, refused ad- 
mission into its ports; but, under the same con- 
struction ef our laws, by which the commercial 
intercourse with Holland was permitted, that 
with Portugal was also considered as legal, in the 
event of that country being occupied by British 
troops, in the name of the Prince Regent. 

It is, therefore, principally as respects the sec- 
ond condition, which relates to the colonial trade, 
that erroneous inferences might be drawn from 
the expressions used in Mr. Canning’s instruc- 
tions, Although the subject must have been 
mentioned here incidentally, and only in a tran- 
sient manner, as it is one to which I had paid 

rticular attention, and on which my opinion 

ad never varied, I think that I can state with 
precision in what view I have always considered 
it, and must have alluded to it. 

1st. I never could have given countenance to 
an opinion that the United States would agree, 
or that it would be proper, to make any arrange- 
ment whatever with respect to the colonial trade, 
acondition of the revocation of the Orders in 
Council. The two subjects were altogether un- 
connected, and I am confident that such a propo- 
sition was never suggested either by you or by 
any member of this Administration. Such an 
arrangement could be effected only by treaty ; 
and it is with a considerable degree of surprise 
that I see your Government now asking, not only 
resistance to the French decrees, but the aban- 
donment of a branch of our commerce, as the 

rice of the revocation of the Orders in Council. 

his seems to give a new character to a measure 
which had heretofore been represented as an act 
of retaliation reluctantly adopted, and had been 
defended solely on the ground of a supposed ac- 
quiescence on the part of the United States in 
the injurious decrees of another nation, 


ee 
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2d. In the event of a treaty embracing all the 
points in dispute, and particularly that of im. 
pressments, without which, I trust, no treaty wil! 
ever take place, it was my opinion, and | may 
certainly have expressed it, that if the other sub- 
jects of difference were arranged, that respecting 
the colonial trade would be easily adjusted, | 
had considered the principles recognised in a for- 
mer correspondence between Lord Hawkesbury 
and Mr. King, on the subject of the colonial 
trade, and, subsequently, again adopted in the 
treaty negotiated by Messrs. Monroe and Pink. 
ney, as a general basis agreed on under different 
Aiisinianasliia by both Governments, from 
which neither could now recede, and susceptible 
only of modifications as todetails. The instruc- 
tions to our Ministers in London on that subject 
had also been published, and were known to your 
Government. I therefore believed, that the Uni- 
ted States, in the event of a treaty, would still be 
cepa to waive for the present, in the manner 
and on the terms contemplated by those instruc- 
tions, their right to that branch, and to that 
branch only, of the colonial trade, known by the 
name Of direct trade, that is to say, the trade car- 
ried directly from belligerent colonies to the bel- 
ligerents in Kurope, when that trade was not 
permanently, in peace as in war, permitted by the 
laws of the country to which these colonies be- 
longed. The right to a trade between such colo- 
nies and the United States generally, and to that 
in colonial articles between the United States 
and other countries, never can, nor will, in my 
opinion, be abandoned, or its exercise be suspend- 
ed, by this Government. On the contrary, it is 
solely in order to secure, by an express treaty stip- 
ulation, that trade against the danger of inter- 
ruption, and thus, by a mutual spirit of accom- 
modation, to avoid collisions, that the abandon- 
ment of the direct branch can ever be assented 
to. 

Permit me, therefore, to request, that you will 
inform me whether you understood me on those 
two points, as [certainly meant to be understood ; 
namely, that the relinquishment, during the pres- 
ent war, of what is called the direct trade, was 
alone contemplated ; and that no arrangement on 
that subject was suggested as a condition of the 
revocation of the Orders in Council. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest re- 
spect and consideration, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. D. M. Ersxinp, Minister, ¢c. 


No. 5. 
Mr. Erskine to Mr. Gallatin. 


Wasuinoron, Aug. 15, 1809. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 13th instant, in which 
you have been pleased to say, that although you 
“do not believe that in the conversations we 
have had respecting the practicability of an ad- 
justment of the differences between the United 
States and Great Britain, we ever have misut- 
derstood one another ; yet as, from Mr. Cannings 
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instructions, lately published by my Government, 
it would seem that some opinions are ascribed to 
several members of this Administration which 
they did not entertain, it appears necessary to as- 
certain whether, on any point, a misapprehension 
can have taken place.” 

In answer to your inquiries, I have great satis- 
faction in assuring you that there appears to have 
been no misunderstanding respecting the sub- 
stance or meaning of the conversations which 

assed between us, as stated in Mr. Canning’s in- 
structions alluded to. 

After the most careful perusal of your state- 
ment of the purport of our conversations, | can- 
not discover any material difference from the 
representation which I have made upon that sub- 
ject to the Secretary of State, (Mr. Rob’t Smith, ) 
in my letter to him of the 16th instant, to which 
] will, therefore, beg to refer you, as I have therein 
detailed the substance of the conversation ac- 
cording to my recollection of it; which is, in 
every respect, essentially the same as that which 
you seem to have entertained. 

Daring the conversation which we held, re- 
specting the practicability of an amicable adjust- 
ment of the differences between the two coun- 
tries, when the relinquishment, by the United 
States, during the present war, of what is called 
the colonial trade, was suggested by you, I con- 
ceived that you meant (as you have stated) “the 
trade carried directly from belligerent colonies to 
the belligerents in Kurope, when that trade was 
not permanently, in peace as in war, permitted 
by the laws of the country to which those colo- 
nies belonged.” 

I never supposed that you intended to convey 
an opinion that the Government of the United 
States would make any arrangement respecting 
the colonial trade, as a condition of the revoca- 
tion of the Orders in Council, the two subjects 
being altogether unconnected, nor have I ever 
represented to His Majesty’s Government that 
such preliminary pledges would be given. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, I have 
the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, D. M. ERSKINE. 


Hon. A. Gatuiatin, &c. 





No. 6. 
The Secretary of State to Mr. Jackson. 


DEPARTMENT OF STaTE, 
October 9, 1809. 


Sir; An arrangement as to the revocation of 
the British Orders in Council, as well as to the 
satisfaction required in the case of the attack on 
the Chesapeake frigate, has been made in due 
form by the Government of the United States, 
with David Montague Erskine, Esq., an accred- 
ited Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic 
Majesty. And after it had been faithfully carried 
into execution on the part of this Government, 
and under circumstances rendering its effects on 
the relative situation of the United States irrev- 
ocable, and, in some respects, irreparable, His 
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Britannic Majesty has deemed it proper to disa- 
vow it, to recall his Minister, and to send another 
to take his place. 
| In such a state of things, no expectation could 
| be more reasonable, no course of proceeding more 
obviously prescribed by the ordinary respect due 
to the disappointed party, than a prompt and ex- 
plicit explanation by the new functionary of the 
grounds of the refusal, on the part of his Gov- 
ernment, to abide by an arrangement so solemoly 
made, accompanied by a substitution of other 
propositions. 

Under the influence of this reasonable expect- 
ation, the President has learned, with no less sur- 
prise than regret, thatin your several conferences 
with me you have stated; 

Ist. That you have no instructions from your 
Government which authorize you to make any 
explanations whatever to this Government as to 
the reasons which had induced His Britannic 
Majesty to disavow the arrangement lately made 
by your predecessor; and that, therefore, you 
could not make any such explanations. 

2d. That, in the case of the Chesapeake, your 
instructions only authorize you (without assign- 
ing any reason whatever why the reasonable 
terms of satisfaction tendered and accepted have 
not been carried into effect) to communicate to 
this Government, a note tendering satisfaction, 
with an understanding that such note should not 
be signed and delivered by you, until you should 
have previously seen and approved the proposed 
answer of this Government, and that the signing 
and the delivery of your note, and of the answer 
of this Government, should be simultaneous, 

3d. That you have no instructions which au- 
thorize you to make to this Government any 
propositions whatever in relation to the revoca- 
tion of the British Orders in Council, but only to 
receive such as this Government may deem it 
proper to make to you. 

4th. That, at all events, it is not the disposi- 
tion or the intention of the British Government 
to revoke their Orders in Council, as they respect 
the United States, but upon a formal stipulation, 
on the part of the United States, to accede to the 
following terms and conditions, viz: 

Ist. That the act of Congress, commonly called 
the non-intercourse law, be continued against 
France so long as she shall continue her decrees. 

2d. That the navy of Great Britain be author- 
ized to aid in enforcing the provisions of the said 

act of Congress. 

3d. That the United States shall explicitly re- 
nounce, during the present war, the right of car- 
rying on any trade whatever, direct or indirect, 
with any colony of any enemy of Great Britain, 
from which they were excluded during peace; 
and that this renunciation must extend, not only 
to the trade between the colony and the mother 
country, but to the trade between the colony and 
the United States. , 

If, in the aforegoing representation, it should 
appear that I have, in any instance, misappre- 
hended your meaning, it will afford me real plea- 
sure to be enabled to lay before the President a 
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statement corrected ney to any suggestions 
with which you may be pleased to favor me. 

To avoid the misconceptions incident to oral 
proceedings, 1 have also the honor to intimate, 
that it is thought expedient that our further dis- 
cussions, on the present occasion, be in the writ- 
ten form. And, with great sincerity, [ assure 
you, that whatever communications you may be 
pleased thus to make, will be received with an 
anxious solicitude to find them such as may lead 
toa speedy removal of every existing obstacle to 
that mutual and lasting friendship and cordiality 
between the two nations, which it is obviously 
the interest of both to foster. Ihave the honor to 

, &e. * R. SMITH 

Hon. F. J. Jackson, &e. 





No. 7, 
Mr. Jackson to Mr. Smith. 
WasuinerTon, Oct. 11, 1809. 

Str: I have had the honor of receiving your 
official letter of the 9th inst., toward the dees of 
which you inform me, that it had been thought 
expedient to put an end to all verbal communica- 
tion between yourself and me, in discussing the 
important objects of my mission. Considering 
that a very few days have elapsed since I deliv- 
ered to the President a credential letter from the 
King my master, and that nothing has been even 
alleged to have occurred to deprive me of the fa- 
cility of access, and of the credit to which, ac- 
cording to immemorial usage, I am by that letter 
entitled, I believe there does not exist in the an- 
nals of diplomacy a precedent for such a deter- 
mination between two Ministers who have met 
for the avowed purpose of terminating amicably 
the existing differences between their respective 
countries ; but, after mature reflection, I am in- 
duced to acquiesce in it, by the recollection of 
the time that must necessarily elapse before I 
can receive His Majesty’s commands upon so un- 
expected an occurrence, and of the detriment that 
would’ ensue to the public service, if my Ministe- 
rial functions were, in the interval. to be altoge- 
ther suspended. I shall, therefore, content myself 
with entering my protest against a proceeding 
which I can consider in no other light than as a 
violation, in my person, of the most essential 
rights of a public Minister, when adopted, as in 
the present case, without any alleged misconduct 
on his part. Asa matter of opinion I cannot, I 
own, assent to the preference which you give to 
written over verbal intercourse for the purpose 
of mutual explanation and accommodation. I 
have thought it due to the public character with 
which I have the honor to be invested, and to the 
confidence which His Majesty has most gracious- 
ly been pleased to repose in me, to state to you 
unreservedly my sentiments on this point. I 
shall now proceed to the other parts of your let- 
ter, and apply to them the best consideration that 
can arise from a zeal proportioned to the increase 
of difficulty thus thrown in the way of the resto- 
ration of a thorough good understanding between 
our respective countries. 
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You state, sir, very truly, that an arrangemen 
had been made between you and Mr. Erskine 
and that His Majesty had thought proper to dis. 
avow that arrangement. 

I have here, in the outset, to regret the loss of 
the advantage of verbal intercourse with you, a; 
I should have availed myself of it to inquir. 
whether, by your statement, it was your intep. 
tion to complain of the disavowal itself, or of, 
total want of explanation of it, or of the circum. 
stance of that explanation not having been made 
through me. I observe, that, in the records of 
this mission, there is no trace of a complaint, oy 
the part of the United States, of His Majesty 
having disavowed the act of his Minister. Yo, 
have not, in the conferences we have hitherto 
held, distinctly announced any such complain, 
and I have seen with pleasure, in this forbear- 
ance on your part, an instance of that candor, 
which, I doubt not, will prevail in all our com. 
munications, inasmuch as you could not but 
have thought it unreasonable to complain of the 
disavowal of an act done under such circumstan- 
ces as could only lead to the consequences that 
have actually followed. 

It was not known, when I left England, 
whether Mr. Erskine had, according to the lib- 
erty allowed him, communicated to you in e.rtenso 
his original instructions. It now appears that he 
did not. But, in reverting to his official corres- 
pondence, and particularly to a despatch address- 
ed, on the 20th of April, to his Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, I find that he there 
states that he had submitted to your considera- 
tion the three conditions specified in those in- 
structions as the groundwork of an arrangement, 
which, according to information received from 
this country, it was thought in England might 
be made with a prospect of great mutual advan- 
tage. Mr. Erskine then reports verbatim ¢ 
seriatim your observations upon each of the 
three conditions, and the reasons which induced 
rou to think that others might be substituted in 
ieu of them. It may have been concluded be- 
tween you that these latter were an equivalent 
for the original conditions; but the very aet of 
substitution evidently shows that those original 
conditions were, in fact, very explicitly commu- 
cated to you, and by you, of course, laid before 
the President for his consideration. I need 
hardly add, that the difference between thes 
conditions and those contained in the arrange- 
ment of the 18th and 19th of April, is sufficiently 
obvious to require no elucidation; nor need | 
draw the conclusion, which 1 consider as «dmi- 
ted by all absence of complaint. on the part 0! 
the American Government, viz: that, under suc! 
circumstances, His Majesty had an undoubted 
and incontrovertible right to disavow the act 0! 
his Minister. I must here allude to a suppos!: 
tion, which you have more than once mentione 
to me, and by which, ifit had any the slightest 
foundation, this right might, perhaps, have beet 
in some degree affected. You have informed 
me that you understood that Mr. Erskine had 
two sets of instructions by which to regulate his 
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conduct; and that upon one of them, which had | content myself with simply observing, that I was 
pot been communicated either to you or to the | not previded with instructions to that effect, be- 
blic, was to be rested the justification of the | cause it was known thatthe explanation in ques- 
terms finally agreed upon between you and him. | tion had already been given. But it accords 
It is my duty, sir, solemnly to declare to you, | with the sentiments of His Majesty towards this 
and through you tothe President, that the de- | country, to observe, also, that he considered that, 
spatch from Mr. Canning to Mr. Erskine, which | as some time must necessarily elapse between 
you have made the basis of an official correspo.d- | my appointment and my entrance on the duties 
ence with the latter Minister, and which was | of my ministry, it would be a more friendly 
read by the former to the American Minister in | mode of proceeding to state, without delay, and 
London, is the only despatch by which the con- | through the channels I have already mentioned, 
ditions were prescribed to Mr. Erskine, for the | the motives that compelled His Majesty to disa- 
conclusion of an arrangement with this country | vow the agreement, than to leave the American 
on the matter to which it relates. Government in uncertainty in these respects, till 
To return to the immediate subject of your | the unavoidably protracted period of my arrival 
letter. If, sir, it be your intention to state, that |in America. I say this in regard to the original 
no explanation whatever has been given to the | notification of His Majesty’s determination, and 
American Government of the reasons which in- | of the motives of it, which, being already made, 
duced His Majesty to disavow the act of my | it could not be supposed in London that a repeti- 
predecessor, I must, in that case, observe, that, in | tion of them would be expected from me; and, 
the instructions conveying to him His Majesty’s | of course, no such case has been foreseen in my 
intention, those reasons were very fully and forci- | instructions. But if, beyond this, any incidental 
bly stated; and if he has not transmitted them to | explanation or discussion should be wished for 
you, | can only attribute it to the peculiar deli-| by this Government, I came fully prepared to 
cacy and embarrassment of his situation, for | enter intothem. I even consider them to have 
which he probably trusted to the President’s | taken place betweenus. I have certainly derived 
goodness to make some allowance; and he might | great satisfaction from the several hours which 
the more reasonably be led to that reliance on it, | we have spent in conference upon these subjects, 
as a full and ample communication was also | because they have enabled me to remove some 
wade upon the subject by His Majesty’s Secre- | misunderstandings, and to refute many misrepre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Pinkney, | sentations, which you yourself informed me of, 
to whom the whole of Mr. Erskine’s original in- | in regard to the conduct of the British Govern- 
struction was read, and who, it was natural to| ment. I consider such mutual explanations as 
suppose, would convey to his Government so | highly beneficial to a right understanding of the 
much information upon a very momentous occa- | views and interests of the two countries, and I 
sion, as would relieve Mr. Erskine trom the ne- | should, with much pleasure, have renewed them, 
cessity of entering into minute details of the mis- | if you had not informed me that the President 
understanding that had occurred. At all events, | had been pleased to prescribe another and a dif- 
no complaint can be substantiated against His | ferent mode of conducting our negotiations. 
Majesty’s Government on this score, seeing that} I will, nevertheless, avail myself of that mode, 
they not only instructed the Minister who had | which he still permits, to repeat to you, that His 
made the disavowed arrangement as to the mo- | Majesty has authorized me, notwithstanding the 
tives which occasioned the disavowal, but also | ungracious manner in which his former offer of 
with frankness, promptitude, and a most scrupu- | satisfaction for the affair of the Chesapeake was 
lous regard to national honor, gave notice to the | received, to renew that which Mr. Erskine was 
American Minister in London of the disavowal | instructed to make. You have said that you so 
of the motives of it, and of the precautions spon- | fully understood the particulars of that offer, that 
taneously taken by His Majesty to prevent any | I deem it unnecessary to recapitulate them here. 
loss or injury accruing to the citizens of the Uni- | I regret that, since they were so clearly under- 
ted States from a reliance on any agreement, | stood by you, you should not yet have been 
however unauthorized, made in His Majesty’s | enabled to state to me, either in our personal 
name. The mere allusion to this latter circum- /genng wie or in the letter which I am now 











stance dispenses me from further noticing the | answering, whether they are considered by the 
effects which you describe as being produced | President as satisfactory, or whether they are 
upon the United States by the circumstances of | such as he ultimately means to accept. You 
this agreement. How far they are irrevocable is | seem not so distinctly to have understood the 
not for me to determine; but the word irreparable | form of proceeding in this affair, which I took 
seems to imply that a loss had been sustained on | the liberty of suggesting as likely to lead to a 
the occasion by the public, or by the individuals | satisfactory result, without, however, at ail pre- 
of this country. So far as His Majesty could be, | cluding any other method which might appear 
by possibility, supposed answerable for such an | preferable to you. My proposal was, not to com- 
eventual loss, he has, as I have before stated, | municate a note tendering satisfaction, but to 
taken the utmost precautions to avert it. agree with you beforehand upon the terms of a 

As to the expectation entertained here, that | declaration on the part of His Majesty, whieh 
the explanation of His Majesty’s share in this | should actually give the satisfaction, (the condi- 
transaction should be made through me, I might | tions of which I informed you that | was author- 
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ized to carry into immediate execution,) and of 
a counter-declaration, to be signed by you on the 
part of the United States, for the purpose of ac- 
cepting such satisfaction. I expressly stated that 
this interchange of official documents was not 
meant by me as the means of conveying to each 
other our respective sentiments; that I understood 
to be, as is usual, the object of our conferences; 
and I imagined that the papers to be signed by 
us, respectively, would be the result of those 
sentiments so communicated; and that, by being 
reciprocally corrected and modified, and simul- 
taneously delivered, they would form one com- 
ce by which the two countries would be equally 
und. This course of proceeding is conforma- 
ble to the practice of the Courts of Europe on 
similar occasions. You did not, at the time, ap- 
pear to object to it; you even requested me to 
come the’ next day, prepared with a draught or 
jet of a paper, framed in pursuance to these 
ideas; and although you desired to refer the sub- 
ject to the President for his approbation, I do not 
find in your letter either an expression of his 
sentiments upon it, or the substitution of any 
other form that might be more agreeable to him 
than the one which I have proposed. 

I touch, with considerable and very sincere re- 
luctance, upon that part of your letter, in which 
you state that I had’ not assigned “any reason 
whatever why the reasonable terms of satisfaction, 
tendered and accepted, have not been carried 
into effect.” 

I believed that I had observed to you, in the 
words of my instructions, that if His Majesty 
were capable of being actuated by any desire to 
retract an offer of reparation which he had once 
made, His Majesty might be well warranted in 
doing so, both by the form in which his accredited 
Minister had tendered that reparation, and by the 
manner in which that tender had been received. 
I believe that I elucidated this observation by a 
reference to the pet a expressions, which 
made the terms of satisfaction appear to be un- 
acceptable even to the American Government, at 
the very moment when they were accepted, and 
which, at all events, put it totally out of His 
Majesty’s power to ratify and confirm any act in 
which such expressions were contained. 

On the subject of His Majesty’s Orders in 
Council, I have had the honor of informing you 
that His Majesty, having caused to be made to 
the Government of the United States certain pro- 
posals founded upon principles, some of which 
were understood to originate in American au- 
thorities, and others to be acquiesced in by them; 
and having afterwards ascertained, in the man- 
ner mentioned in a former part of this letter, that 
the sentiments of the American Government 
were so different from what they were at first 
understood to be, I was not instructed to renew 
to you those proposals, nor to press upon your 
acceptance an arrangement which had been so 
recently declined, especially as the arrangement 
itself is become less important, and the terms of 
it less applicable to the state of things now 
existing. 








: 


These considerations, which were first intima- 
ted in Mr. Canning’s official letter to Mr. Pink- 
ney of the 23d September, 1808, and which, jn 
the process of the following six months, acquired 
greater weight and influence, induced His Ma. 
jesty, before the result of Mr. Erskine’s negotia- 
tion was known, to modify the Orders in Coun- 
cil of November, 1807, by that of the 26th of 
April, 1809, 

The effect of this new order is to relieve the 
system under which the former orders were issued 
from that which has always been represented in 
this country as the most objectionable and offen. 
sive part of it, the option given to neutrals to 
trade with the enemies of Great Britain, through 
British ports, on payment of a transit duty. This 
was originally devised and intended as a mitiga- 
tion of what is certainly more correct but more 
rigid in principle—the total and unqualified in- 
terdiction of all trade with the enemy. If, how- 
ever, this mitigation was felt as an aggravation, 
and, as has been sometimes warmly asserted, as 
an insult, that cause of complaint is now entirely 
removed. By the Order in Council of the 26th 
April, 1809, all trade with France and Holland, 
and the ports of Italy comprehended under the 
denomination of the Kingdom of Italy, is simply 
prohibited altogether. No option is afforded, and, 
consequently, no transit duty is required to be 
aid. In another respect, the Order in Council 
of the 26th April must be admitted to be more 
restrictive than those of November, 1807. 

The trade with enemies’ colonies, which was 
opened to neutrals at the commencement of the 
present war by the Order in Council of the 24th 
June, 1803, was continued to be left open by those 
of November, 1807. The Order in Council of 
the 26th April retracts this indulgence. But it 
is to be observed, that since the period when the 
Orders in Council of November, 1807, were issued 
the opening of the ports of Spain, of Portugal, of 
the south of Italy, and of Turkey, has afforded a 
more ample scope to neutral commerce; and 
that, by the capture of Martinique, in addition to 
that of almost all the colonies of the enemies of 
Great Britain, together with the blockade of 
Guadaloupe, the extent to which the liberty of 
commerce with enemies’ colonies applied has 
been so far narrowed, that there is little of prac- 
tical hardship in recurring to the rule, which, 
however occasionally mitigated in its application, 
Great Britain can never cease in principle to 
maintain. It is further to be observed, that the 
Order in Council of the 26th April has this opera- 
tion, highly favorable to neutrals, that, restricting 
the regulations of blockade to France, Holland, 
and their colonies, and to the territories denomi- 
nated the Kingdom of Italy, it lays open to the 
direct trade of neutrals the ports of the north oi 
Europe. Under the order of the 26th of April, 
therefore, while there are on the one hand fewer 
points of difference to stand in the way of a satis- 
factory arrangement between Great Britain and 


the United States, it is possible that there may | 


be less temptation to the latter to enter into such 
an arrangement, as the extent of their commerce 
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may be, if they please, nearly as great under the 
Order in Council of the 26th April as it would be 
under any arrangement which should effect the 
indispensable objects to which that order applies, 
or as it would be even without any such order, 
so long as France and the Powers subservient to 
France continue to enforce their decrees. It is, 
in the same proportion, matter of indifference to 
Great Britain, whether the Order in Council be 
continued, Or an arrangement by mutual consent 
substituted in its room. 

Such, sir, are the grounds on which it has ap- 
peared to His Majesty to be unnecessary to com- 
mand me to propose to the Government of the 
United States any formal agreement to be sub- 
stituted for that which His Majesty has been 
under the necessity of disavowing; but I am 
directed to receive and discuss with you any 
proposal which you may be authorized to make 
to me on this head. 

As no disposition has hitherto been shown on 
your part to make any such proposal, it has been 
impossible for me to state, by anticipation, (nor 
was I instructed so to do,) what might be the 
answer that I should eventually think it my duty 
to return to you; consequently, I could not have 
made, with that view, the statement contained in 
the fourth section of your letter, and the three 
subdivisions of it. Such a statement would have 
been obviously inconsistent with the former part 
of my overture, which you very correctly record 
in the third section, viz: that I was not instructed 
tomake to you any proposal whatever upon this 
subject. I must necessarily reserve, until I hear 
from you what proposals it may be deemed proper 
tomake on behalf of the United States, to state 
in how far they do or do not accord with the in- 
structions which it has pleased His Majesty to 
give for my guidance in this negotiation. 

I will only add, sir, in conclusion of this letter, 
that His Majesty is very sincerely desirous of 
maintaining a perfect and cordial understanding 
with the United States, and of bringing to a com- 
plete and satisfactory adjustment all the points of 
difference that have arisen between the two Gov- 
ernments; and that, agreeing, as I do with you, 
most heartily as to the interest which both na- 
tions have in fostering a mutual and solid friend- 
ship and cordiality, no zeal or exertions shail be 
wanting on my part to carry into effect His 
Majesty’s commands for this most salutary pur- 
pose. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 

F. J, JACKSON. 

Hon. Ronerr Sara, &c. 


Mr. Smith, Secretary of State, to Mr. Jackson. 


DeparTMeENT oF Strate, Oct. 19, 1809. 


Sir: I have had the honor of receiving your 
letter of the 11th instant. 

Before I proceed to the more material topics 
which it bilibracts, it is proper that I should take 
some notice of your construction, which has un- 
happily converted an intimation of the expediency 
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of conducting in a written form our further dis- 
cussions on this particular occasion into a gene- 
ral prohibition of all verbal communications: 
whatever, and into an unprecedented violation 
of the most essential rights of a public Minister, 
requiring a formal protest and a resort to the 
commands of your Sovereign. 

A recurrence to that intimation cannot fail to 
show that its sole object was to avoid, in the fur- 
ther discussions of a case of unusual delicacy an& 
importance, the misconceptions well known to 
be incident to oral proceedings, and of which the 
diplomatic intercourse between the two Govern- 
ments had furnished so many and such serious 
proofs ; nay, of which your letter itself is an ad- 
ditional illustration. That a change in diplo- 
matic discussions from an oral to a written form 
is not without precedent, I cannot refer to one 
which will be more satisfactory to you than the 
intimation recently given by Mr. Canning, in 
the case of the proposal by Mr. Pinkney, on the 
subject of the Orders in Council and the em- 
bargo, that the discussions, which had been pre- 
viously verbal, must thenceforth take a written 
form. And,-with this view, I take the liberty of 
recalling your attention to the subjoined extracts 
of letters [see A and B] that passed on that oc- 
casion. 

On the present, as on that occasion, the change 
from verbal to written communications was re- 
quested after two conferences, and when the sub- 
ject appeared to one of the parties to have, by 
those verbal discussions, been brought to a point 
which required a precise understanding of the 
views and propositions of the other. 

You will, sir, hence perceive, that, in main- 
taining the right which every Government has 
as to the rules of intercourse with foreign func- 
tionaries near it, no encroachment has been made 
or intended on any right or customary privilege 
belonging to you in that character, nor anything 
done to impede the proper and usual course of 
negotiation. 

You have been sufficiently apprized, by my 
letter of the 9th, of the light in which the Presi- 
dent views the arrangement lately made by your 
predecessor with this Government, and of the 
grounds on which he has accepted a formal and 
satisfactory explanation of the reasons for the re- 
fusal of His Britannic Majesty to carry it into 
effect. He persists in that expectation, and in 
the opinion that there has been given no expla- 
nation that is adequate, either as to the matter or 
as to the mode. 

When one Government has been solemnly 
pledged to another in a mutual engagement by its 
acknowledged and competent agent, and refuses 
to fulfil the pledge, it is perfectly clear that it 
owes it both to itself and to the other party to 
accompany its refusal with a formal and frank 
disclosure of sufficient reasons for a step which, 
without such reasons, must deeply injure its own 
character, as well as the rights of the party con- 
fiding in its good faith. 

“To refuse, with honor,” (says a high author- 
ity on public law,) “to ratify what has been con- 
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of friendly respect to the United States to employ 
for such a. purpose a Minister, from whom his 
Government had thought proper publicly to with. 
draw its confidence, and to the peculiar delicacy 
and embarrassment of. whose situation you have 
yourself referred, as accounting for his not having 
executed the task imposed upon him. 

I must here repeat, what was suggested in my 
former letter, that the successor of Mr. Erskine 
is the proper functionary for a proper explana- 
tion. Nor can [ perceive the force of your re- 
mark, that the delay incident to your arrival in 
the United States rendered it more consistent 
with the friendly sentiments of His Majesty to 
prefer the other channels for communicating the 
motives for his disavowal. To your own recon- 
sideration I appeal, whether the course most con- 
sonant to those friendly sentiments was not the 
obvious one of employing the new organ, guavd- 
ing, at the same time, against any misconstruc- 
tion of the delay, by apprizing the American 
Government, through its Minister, of the cause 
of it. The supposition that the delay incident to 
your mission i rise to the conversation of Mr, 
Canning and Mr, Pinkney, is not reeoncilable to 
the correspondence of the latter, which contains 
nosuch indication. On the contrary, it distinctly 
shows that he was apprized of the intention to 
replace Mr. Erskine by a successor, whom he re- 
garded as the proper channel for the explanatory 
communications; that he understood Mr. Can- 
ning to be under the same impression; and that 
he learned from yourself, not more than two days 
after his conversations with Mr. Canning, that 
you were to sail for the United States withio 
three weeks, 

Although it may not have been your intention 
to have given to this subject a posture which it 


cluded on by virtue of a full power, it is neces- 
sary that the Government should have strong and 
solid reasons, and that he show, in particular, that 
his Minister has violated his instructions.” 

Although it is particularly incumbent on the 
Sovereign, in such case, to show that his.instruc- 
tions have been violated, yet it is not a mere vio- 
lation of them on immaterial points that will be 
sufficient. It is indispensably requisite, more- 
over, that the reasons be strong and solid; that 
they, manifestly outweigh, not only the general 
obligation to abide by what has been so done, but 
also the, disappointment and injury accruing to 
the other party. And it is worthy of notice, that 
the case under discussion is of a higher charac- 
ter, and appeals with greater solemnity to the 
honor and justice of the refusing party, than the 
case stated in Vattel, inasmuch as the transac- 
tion, now disavowed, was not a treaty or conven- 
tion to be ratified by both parties, previous to an 
execution by either. It had, according to the 
terms of it, (and this peculiarity appears to have 
been contemplated by your Government,) been 
actually and immediately carried into execution 
on the part of the United States. The refusal of 
His Britannic Majesty is, therefore, not simply to 
ratify what had been ratified by the other party, 
but to carry into effect on his part an arrange- 
ment which had been carried into full effect, with 

ood faith, on the part of the United States. 

ay, the case is strengthened by the further pe- 
culiarity, that some of the circumstances attend- 
ing the execution of the arrangement on the part 
of the United States render it unsusceptible of a 
full equivalent for the refusal to execute it on the 
other side. 

It has not escaped observation, that the obliga- 
tion of your Government to tender explanations 
on this occasion is admitted by your attempt to} would not have naturally assumed, yet such has 
show that it has been sufficiently done in what | been the tendency of some of your remarks, and 
paren in conversation between Mr, Canning and | particularly of the conclusion you have drawa 

- Pinkney, and by the instructions given to| from the two circumstances; 1st. That no trace 
Mr. Erskine to communicate such explanations. | of complaint from this Government against the 

With every disposition to view in the most} disavowal appears in the records of the British 
favorable light whatever may affect the relations | mission, or was distinctly annouaced by me in 
between the two countries, it is impossible to| our conferences ; and, 2d. That, from the official 
mistake the conversations of those Ministers for | correspondence of Mr. Erskine with bis Govern- 
a discharge of such a debt to the good faith and | ment, it appears that, although he did not com- 
reasonable expectations of the United States. | municate in extenso his original instructions, he 
Besides, that they were mere conversations in a | submitted to methe three conditions therein speci- 
case requiring the precision and respect of a/| fied, and received my observations on each. 
formal communication, it is certain that it was| If there be no trace of complaint against the 
neither understood by Mr, Pinkney, nor intended | disavowal in the arehives of the mission, it is be- 
by Mr. Canning, that those conversations were | cause this Government could not have entered 
so to be regarded. Mr. Pinkney is explicit, on /such complaint before the reasons for the dis- 
this point. And Mr. Canning himself, after de- | avuwal had been explained, and especially as the 
clining to recapitulate in writing what he had, explanations were justly and confidently ex- 
verbally remarked, signified to Mr. Pinkney, in a| pected through the new functionary. And as 
letter dated May 27, that his observations on the | to the supposed reserve on my part on this sub- 
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subject would be more properly made through | ject, in our several conferences, I did imagine 

the successor of Mr. Erskine, who was about to| that my repeated intimations to you of the neces- 

proceed to the United States. | sity of satisfactory explanations, as to the dis- 
With respect to the instructions on this point, | avowal, were sufficient indication of the dissatis- 

given to Mr. Erskine, it might be sufficient to re- | faction of this Government with respect to the 

mark, that they were never carried into execu- | disavowal itself. 

tion; but it may be asked, whetherit wasamark| The stress you have laid on what you have 
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/ been pleased.to state as the substitution of the | sity of any explanation whatever ; it is to be re- 
' terms finally agreed on for the terms first pro-| gretted that you had not deemed it proper to 


ed, has, excited no small degree of surprise. | render precise and explicit that part of your let- 


| Certain it is that your predecessor did present for | ter, which seems to imply that you had, in our 
» my consideration the three conditions which now | conversations in relation to the affair of the Ches- 
| appear on the printed document ; that he was dis- | apeake, following the words of your instructions, 


posed to urge them more than the nature of two! held out not only the manner in which the repa- 


of them (both palpably inadmissible, and one} ration had been accepted, but even the form in 
> more than merely inadmissible) could permit;| which it had been tendered, as warranting His 
' and that, on finding his first proposals unsuccess-| Majesty in even retracting the offer of repara- 
- ful, the more reasonable terms comprised in the | tion, and that you had elucidated the observation 


arrangement respecting the Orders in Council | by a reference to the particular expressions which, 
were adopted. And what, sir, is there in this| at all events, put it totally out of his power to 


- to countenance the conclusion you have drawn | confirm any act containing them. 
' in favor of the right of His Britannic Majesty to| Whatever may have been your intention in 
| disavow the proceeding? Is anything morecom-/| this part of our conversation, or whatever may 


mon in public negotiations than to begin with a | be the import of the passage to which I have just 
higher demand, and, that failing, to descend to a | alluded, I have now the honor of signifying to 


| lower? To have, if not two sets of instructions, | you that I am authorized to receive in a proper 
| two or more than two grades of propositions in| form whatever explicit explanations you may 
» the same set of instructions; to begin with what | choose to make with respect to the grounds of 
» is the most desirable, and to end with what is | this part of the disavowal—and without inquiring 
' found to be admissible, in case the more desirable whether your authority be derived from instruc- 
should not be attainable ?, This must be obvious | tions that have been addressed to yourself, or 


to every understanding, and ‘it is confirmed by | that have devolved on you as the successor of 
universal experience. the Minister, who had declined to execute them. 
What were the real and entire instructions As you have at the same time been pleased to 


given to your predecessor is a question essentially | say that His Britannic Majesty had authorized 
} 


between him and his Government. That he had,! you to renew the offer of satisfaction which Mr. 
or at least that he believed he had, sufficient au- | Erskine was instructed to make, it was also nat- 
thority to conclude the arrangement, his formal | urally expected that you would in your letter have 
assurances, during our discussions, were such as | stated with precision in what that offer differed 
to leave no room for doubt. His subsequent let-| from the reparation solemnly tendered by Mr. 
ter, of the 15th of June, renewing his assurance | Erskine,and aecepted by the United States; and 
tome “that the terms of the agreement, so hap- | that you would have shown in what the repara- 
pily concluded by the recent negotiation, will be | tion thus tendered differed from his instructions. 
strictly fulfilled on the part of His Majesty.” is} And when I had the honor to intimate that, in 
an evident indication of what his persuasion then | order to avoid the misconceptions incident to oral 
was as to his instructions, And with a view to| proceedings, it was thought expedient that our 
show what his impressions have been, even since | further discussions on the present occasion should 
the disavowal, | must take the liberty of referring | be in the written form, there was no part of the 
you to the annexed extracts [see C] from his| subjeet. to which that intimation implied with 
official letters of the 31st July, and of the 14th of | more force than the case of the Chesapeake ; none 
August. on which it was more desirable to avoid miscon- 
he declaration “that the despatch from Mr, | ceptions, and to obtain a precise knowledge of 
Canning. to Mr. Erskine, of the 23d January, is| the propositions which you were authorized to 
the only despatch by which the conditions were | make; not only because I did not really under- 
prescribed to Mr. Erskine for the conclusion of | stand the particulars of the offer as distinctly as 
an arrangement on the matter to which it re-| you seem to have supposed, but also because, on 
lates,” is now for the first time made to this Gov- | that point, and on that alone, you had expressly 
ernment. And I need hardly add, that if that | stated that you had propositions to make, and that 
despatch had been communicated at the time of | you were authorized to carry them into immedi- 
the arrangement, or if it had been known that | ate execution. 
the propositions contained in it, and which were | On the subject of the Orders in Council, the 
at first presented. by Mr. Erskine, were the only , President perceives, with sentiments of deepregret, 
ones on which he was authorized to make an ar- | that your instructions contemplate neither an ex- 
rangement, the arrangement would not have planation of the refusal of your Government to 
en made. | fulfil the arrangement of that branch of the exist- 
As you have disclaimed any authority to offer | ing differences, nor the substitution of any other 
explanations for the disavowal ; as you have been | plan of adjustment, nor any authority to conclude 
willing to ascribe the want of such authority to| any agreement on that subject, but merely to 
the consideration that other channels had been | receive and discuss proposals that might be made 
preferred ; and as you have even considered the ; to you onthe part of the United States ; and these, 
circumstances under which the arrangement took | it appears, must include a stipulation on the part 
place to be such as could only lead to a dis- | of the United States to relinquish the trade with 
avowal, and, therefore, as superseding the neces- | the enemies’ colonies, even in branches not hith- 
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erto interrupted by British orders for capture, and 


also a sanction to the enforcing of an act of Con- 
ress by the British ott 

Were the way properly opened for formal pro- 
positions from this Government, a known deter- 
mination on the part of His Britannic Majesty to 
adhere to such extraordinary pretensions, would 
preclude the hope of success in such advances, 
whether regard be had to the conditions them- 
selves, or to the disposition they indicate in return 
for the conciliatory temper which has been evinced 
by the United States. 

As to the demand in relation to the colonial 
trade, it has been the less apprehended, as it is not 
in itself connected, nor has it ever before been 
brought into connexion, either with the case of 
the Orders in Council, or with that of the Ches- 
apeake. And it was reasonably to be presumed, 
if the idea of such a condition had in the first in- 
stance proceeded from the erroneous belief that it 
was not objectionable to the United States, that it 
would not have been persisted in after that error 
had been ascertained and acknowledged. 

The other demand could still less have been 
apprehended. Besides the inevitable and incal- 
culable abuses incident to such a license to for- 
eign cruisers, the stipulation would touch one of 
those vital principles of sovereignty which no 
nation ought to have been expected to impair; 
for, where would be the difference in principle 
between authorizing a foreign Government to 
execute, and authorizing it to make laws for us ? 
Nor ought it to be supposed that the sanctions 
and precautions of a law of the United States, in 
the cases of the prohibited trade in question, 
would prove inefficacious for its purposes. 

ad none of these obstacles presented them- 
selves to the course corresponding with the senti- 
ments and dispositions of the President, I should 
have felt great pleasure in giving you formal as- 
surances of his readiness to execute the conditional 
authority with which he is invested for restoring, 
in its full extent, as far as it may depend upon the 
United States, the commercial intercourse of the 
two countries: and that he would, moreover, be 
disposed to extend the experiment of a friendly 
negotiation to every point of difference and of 
mutual interest between them. If, indeed, in the 
event of a successful termination of what relates 
to the.case of the Chesapeake, it be thought that 
a removal of the difficulties arising from the 
Orders in Council might be facilitated by com- 
prehending them in a general negotiation, and 
the operation of the orders can in the meantime 
be suspended, the door might be considered as 
immediately open to that course of proceeding. 

To such a suspension no reasonable objection 
can be made, if, as you have stated, the Orders in 
Council, as now modified, leave the trade of the 
United States nearly as great as it would be with- 
out the existence of such orders, so long as France 
and the other Powers shall continue their decrees; 
and inasmuch as a discontinuance of their decrees, 
by those Powers, confessedly requires an imme- 
diate and entire revocation of the Orders in 
Council. 
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That a suspension of the orders, with a view of 
their being brought into a general negotiation, js 
more reasonable than a temporary submission to 
their authority by the United States, with that 
view, is obvious from the reflection, that such a 
submission would necessarily involve a relin- 

uishment of the principle which they have stead. 
astly asserted ; whereas, a discontinuance of the 
Orders in Council, in the present actual state of 
things, would not be incompatible with the prin- 
ciple on which they were originally founded. 

This principle was, as you well know, the ne- 
cessity of retaliating, through neutrals, injuries 
received through a violation of their rights by 
another belligerent. In the actual state of things, 
and under the actual modification of the Orders 
in Council produced by it, it is admitted by you 
that the orders have no practical effect in abridg- 
ing the commerce of neutrals, and can of course 
have no retaliating effect on the other belligerents. 

Although it cannot be allowed to be true that 
the Orders in Council are no longer injurious to 
the commerce of the United States, it is certainly 
true that they produce no degree of injury to the 
enemies of Great Britain that can countenance 
the retaliating plea alleged in support of them. 

What, permit me to ask, is the degree of injury 
actually accruing to the enemies of Great Brit- 
ain from her retaliating orders? According to 
those orders, as now modified, and more especially 
taking into viewalong with them the prohibitory 
law of this country in relation to France, the es- 
sential difference Licwraie their repeal and their 
existence consists in this: that, in the case of their 
repeal, as pledged by the arrangement of April, the 
trade of the United States might be carried on 
directly with the ports of Holland; while dur- 
ing their existence, as at present, it is to be car- 
ried on through the contiguous and neighboring 
ports. 

To your own calculations, sir, 1 submit, whe- 
ther the inconsiderable effect of this circuit on the 
prices in Holland, and in the countries supplied 
through her, can any longer sustain the plea of 
inflicting distress on an enemy, or palliate the 
injuries done to a friend by a proceeding so con- 
trary to his sentiments of justice, and which sub- 
jects his regular commerce not only to inconve- 
nient channels, but to all the abuses which may 
result from the suspicions, real or pretended, of 
interested cruisers. You cannot but be sensible 
that a perseverance, under such circumstances, 
in a system which cannot be explained by its 
avowed object, would force an explanation by 
some object not avowed. What object might be 
considered as best explaining it, is an inquiry into 
which I do not permit myself to enter, further 
than to remark that, in relation to the United 
States, it must be an illegitimate object. 

It remains to make a few observations, which 
are due to the just interests of the United States, 
and which are invited by yours relating to the 
Order in Council of May last. 

You seem to consider that measure as compris- 
ing the utmost precaution that was in the power 
of His Britannic Majesty to take, for preventing 
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losses, from his disavowal of the engagement of 

our predecessor to citizens of the United States 
who had resumed their commercial pursuits on 
the faith of that act. 

Without eniering into a full view of the inad- 
equacy of the order in that respect, I take the lib- 
erty of pointing out the following instances in 
which it falls essentially short of its declared 
intention : 

1. The order does not provide for the import- 
ant case of vessels returning with cargoes from 
the ports of Holland. 

2. The exemption from interruption of vessels 
pound from the United States to Holland was 
restricted by that order to such as should have 
departed prior to the 20th July: at which date it 
js not certain that the order, which was not offi- 
cially communicated until the 31st of that month, 
had even reached any one point of the United 
States. So that some vessels may have sailed 
between the limited date and the arrival of the 
order in the United States; and many from dis- 
tant ports must have done so after its arrival, but 
before a knowledge of it had become general—all 

roceeding on the faith of the arrangement, yet 
all left by the order exposed to capture and con- 
demnation. 

3. The order does not provide for the import- 
ant ease of vessels which had sailed on the like 
faith for Dutch ports, other than those of Holland. 

4. It does not include in its provisions the ex- 
tensive list of vessels going indirectly from the 
United States, but directly from foreign ports to 
those of Holland, nor vessels trading entirely from 
foreign ports to Holland; and, in both these 
instances, proceeding on the faith of the arrange- 
ment professed to be respected within the defined 
period. 

It is true, that in these last instances, the ves- 
sels were not to be captured without an attempt, 
after contrary warning, to proceed to those ports. 
But, I need not remind you that the injuries inci- 
dent to the delay and to the breaking up of such 
voyages cannot but have been considerable, and 
will have resulted as manifestly from the disap- 
pointed faith in the arrangement, as in the cases 
specially provided for; and, consequently, with 
all other losses fairly resulting from the same bona 
fide confidence in that act, they will fall within 
the just indemnification for which the principle 
assumed in the order is a formal pledge. 

I conclude, sir, with pressing on your candid 
attention that the least which the President could 
have looked for in consequence of the disavowal 
of a transaction such as was concluded by your 
predecessor, and carried faithfully into effect by 
this Government, was an explanation from yours 
of the disavowal, not thrcugh the Minister disa- 
vowed, but through his successor—an explanation 
ounded on reasons strong and solid in themselves, 
and presented neither verbally nor vaguely, but 
ina form comporting with the occasion and with 
the respect due to the character and the good 
faith of the disappointed party; that it has been 
found, with much concern, and with not less sur- 


prise, that you are charged with no such expla- 
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nations ; that you have apparently wished to 


bring the subjects, which have been formally and 


definitively arranged, into fresh negotiation, as if 


no such arrangement had taken place; that one 


of the cases thus slighted, viz: that of the frigate 


Chesapeake, is a case for which reparation, not 


denied to be due, had been previously so long with- 
held, or rather in which the aggression itself has 
been spun out to the present moment by the con- 
tinued detention of the mariners, whose seizure 


(making a part of the hostility committed against 
the American frigate) must be regarded in a light 


ahalogous to a continued detention of the ship 


itself; that, in the other case, viz: that of the Or- 


ders in Council, you are not authorized to tender 


explanations for the disavowal, or to propose any 
new arrangement, or to conclude any agreement, 
but solely to receive and discuss proposals which 
might be made to you: not concealing, at the 
same time, that, to be satisfactory, they must 
include two conditions—both inadmissible—one 
altogether irrelevant to the subject, and the other 
requiring nothing less than a surrender of an 
unalienable function of the national sovereignty. 

Notwithstanding these repulsive considerations, 
such is the disposition of the President to facili- 
tate a final and comprehensive accommodation 
between the two nations, that he is ready, as I 
have already had the honor of signifying to you, 
to favor any mode of bringing about so happy an 
event that may be found consistent with the honor 
and the essential interest of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
R. SMITH. 

Hon. F. J. Jackson, &c. 





A.—Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to Mr. Can- 
ning, dated 
Lonpon, October 10, 1808. 

At our first interview (on the 29th of June) 
verbal communication was not discountenanced, 
but commended; for, after I had made myself 
understood as to the purpose for which the inter- 
view had been requested, you asked if I thought 
of taking a more formal course, but immediately 
added that you presumed I did not; for, that the 
course I had adopted was well suited to the occa- 
sion. My reply was. in substance, that the free- 
dom of conversation was better adapted to our 
subject, and more likely to conduct us to an ad- 
vantageous conclusion, than the constraint and 
formality of written intercourse; and that I had 
not intended to present a note. 

At the second interview, (on the 22d of July,) 
it did not occur to me that I had any reason to 
conclude, and certainly I did not conclude, that 
verbal communication had not continued to be 
acceptable, as a preparatory course; and it was 
not until the third interview (on the 29th July) 
that it was rejected as inadmissible. 





B.—Extract.—Mr. Canning to Mr. Pinkney, dated 
NovemBeERr 22, 1808. 


It is highly probable that I did not (as you say 
I did not) assign to you, as the motive of the wish 
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which I then expressed, my persuasion that writ- 
ten communications are less liable to mistake than 
verbal ones, because that consideration is suffi- 
ciently obvious, and because the whole course and 

tice of office is, in that respect, so established 
and invariable, that I really could not have sup- 
posed the assignment of any specific motive to be 
necessary to account for my requiring a written 
statement of your proposals previous to my return- 
ing an official answer to them. 

had taken for granted all along that such would 
and such must be the ultimate proceeding on your 
part, however you might wish to prepare the way 
for it by preliminary conversations. 





C.—Extract of a letter from Mr. Erskine to Mr. Smith, 
dated 


Wasuineron, July, 31, 1809. 

Neither the present time nor the occasion will 
afford me a favorable opportunity for explaining 
to you the grounds and reasons upon which I 
conceived I had conformed to His. Majesty’s 
wishes, and to the spirit, at least, of my instruc- 
tions upon the subject; nor indeed would any 
vindication of my conduct (whatever I may have 
to offer) be of any importance, further than as it 
might tend to show that no intention existed on 
my part to practise any deception towards the 
Government of the United States. 


From the same to the same, dated 


Aveust 14, 1809. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, findin 
that I could not obtain the recognitions specified 
in Mr. Canning’s despatch of the 23d of January, 
(which formed but one part of his instructions to 
me,) in the formal manner required, I considered 
that it would be in vain to lay before the Gov- 
ernment of the United States the despatch in 
question, which I was at liberty to have done in 
extenso, had I thought proper. But as I had such 
strong grounds for believing that the object of 
His Majesty’s Government could be attained, 
though in a different manner, and the spirit, at 
least, of my several letters of instructions be fully 
complied with, I felt a thorough conviction upon 
my mind that F should be acting in conformity 
with His Majesty’s wishes; and accordingly con- 
cluded the late provisional agreement, on His 
Majesty’s behalf, with the Government of the 
United States. 

The disavowal by His Majesty is a painful 
proof to me that I had formed an erroneous judg- 
ment of His Majesty’s views and the intention of 
my instructions; and 1 have most severely to 
lament that an act of mine, though unintention- 
ally, should produce any embarrassment in the 
relations between the two countries. 





No. 9. 
Mr. Jackson to the Secretary of State. 
Wasuineron, October 23, 1809. 
Sir: The letter which you did me the honor 
to address to me on the 19th instant was delivered 


Great Britain, 


to me on the following day. I shall, without loss 

of time, transmit it to my Court, where the va- 

rious and important considerations which it em- 
braces will receive the attention due to them. 
In the interval I would beg leave to submit to 
you the following observations, as they arise out 
of the communications that have already occurred 
between us, 

In fulfilling a duty which I conceive to be due 
to my public character, | have never suggested, nor 
meant to suggest, that the mode of negotiating 
prescribed by you on this particular oecasion— 
an occasion selected for the purpose of removing 
existing differences—was otherwise objectionable, 
than as it appeared to me to be less calculated, than 
it does to you, to answer the professed purpose of 
our negotiation. 

It was against the general principle, of debar- 
ring a foreign Minister, in the short space of one 
week after his arrival, and without any previous 
misunderstanding with him, from all personal 
intercourse, that I thought it right to protest. 
Since, however, I find by your letter that it is 
not intended to apply that principle to me, I will 
only observe that, in the case which you men- 
tion to have occurred between Mr. Canning 
and Mr. Pinkney, the conferences were held un- 
der an expectation, at least on the part of the 
former, of their leading to a written communi- 
cation ; whereas, in ours, I, from the beginning, 
stated that I had no such communication to make. 
There is also this essential difference between 
the two cases; that Mr. Pinkney was charged to 
convey an inportant proposal to His Majesty's 
Government, the particulars of which it might 
be very material to have correctly stated, whilst 
the object of that part of my conversation, to 
which you seem to attach the most importance, 
was to say that | was not charged to make any 

| proposal whatever. 

It could not enter into my view to withhold 
from you an explanation, merely because it had 
been already given, but because, having been 
so given, I could not imagine, until informed by 
you, that a repetition of it would be required at 
my hands. I am quite certain that His Majesty’s 
Goveroment, having complied with what was 
considered to be the substantial duty imposed 
upon it on this occasion, would, had this been 
foreseen, have added to the proofs of conciliatory 
good faith already manifested, the further com- 
placency to the wishes of the United States, of 
adopting the form of communication most agree- 
able to them, and of giving, through me, the ex- 
planation in question, I have, therefore, no hes- 
itation in informing you that His Majesty was 
pleased to disavow the agreement concluded be- 
tween you and Mr. Erskine, because it was con- 
cluded in violation of that gentleman’s instruc- 
tions, and altogether without authority to sub- 
scribe to the terms of it. These instructions, | 
now understand by your letter, as well as from 
the obvious deduction which I took the liberty 
of making in mine of the 11th instant, were, at 


the time, in substance, made known to you; no 


stronger illustration, therefore, can. be given of 
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the deviation from them which occurred, than 
by a reference to the terms of your agreement. 

Nothing can be more notorious than the fre- 
quency with which, in the course of a compli- 
cated negotiation, ministers are furnished with a 
gradation of conditions, on which they may be 
successively authorized to conclude. So com- 
mon is the case which you put hypothetically, 
that, in acceding to the justice of your statement, 
1 feel myself impelled to make only one observa- 
tion upon it, which is, that it does not strike me 
as bearing upon the consideration of the un- 
authorized agreement concluded here, inasmuch 
as, in point of fact, Mr. Erskine had no such 
graduated instruction. You are ead acquaint- 
ed with that which was given, and I have had 
the honor of informing you that it was the only 
one by which the conditions on which he was to 
conclude were prescribed. So far from the terms 
which he was actually induced to accept having 
been contemplated in that instruction, he himself 
states that they were substituted by you in lieu 
of those originally proposed. 

It may, perhaps, be satisfactory that I should say 
here that I most willingly subscribe, on this oc- 
casion, to the highly respectable authority which 
you have quoted, and I join issue with you upon 
the essentials which that authority requires to 
constitute a right to disavow the act of a public 
Minister. 

It is not immaterial to observe on the qualifi- 
cation contained in the passage you have quoted, 
as it implies the case of a Minister concluding io 
virtue of a full power; to this it would suffice to 
answer that Mr. Erskine had no full power; and 
his act, consequently, does not come within the 
range of your quotation, although it cannot be 
forgotten that the United States have, at no very 
distant period, most freely exercised the right of 
withholding their ratification from even the au- 
thorized act of their own diplomatic agents, done 
under the avowed sanction of a full power. 

I conceive that what has been already said es- 
tablishes, beyond the reach of doubt or contro- 
versy, that His Majesty’s Minister did violate his 
instructions, and the consequent right in His 
Majesty to disavow an act soconcluded. That 
His Majesty had strong and solid reasons for so 
doing will appear, not only from his instructions 
having been violated, but from the circumstance 
that the violation of them involved the sacrifice 
of a great system of policy, deliberately adopted 
and acted upon in just and necessary retaliation 
of the unprecedented modes of hostility resorted 
to by his enemy. 

There appears to have prevailed, throughout 
the whole of this transaction, a fundamental! mis- 
take, which would suggest that His Majesty had 
proposed to propitiate the Government of the 
United States, in order to induce it to consent to 
the renewal of the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the two countries; as if such had been the 
relations between Great Britain and America, 
that the advantages of that intercourse were 
wholly on the side of the former, and as if, in 
any arrangement, whether commercial or politi- 
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cal, His Majesty could condescend to barter ob- 
jects of national policy and dignity for permis- 
sion to trade with another country. 

Without minutely calculating what may be 
the degree of pressure felt at Paris by the differ- 
ence in the price of goods whether landed at 
Havre or at Hamburg, I will, in my turn, appeal 
to your judgment, sir, whether it be not a strong 
and solid reason, worthy to guide the councils of 
a great and powerful monarch, to set bounds to 
that spirit of encroachment and universal domin- 
ion which would bend all things to its own stand- 
ard? Is it nothing, in the present state of the 
world, when the agents of France authoritatively 
announce to their victims “that Europe is sub- 
mitting and surrendering by degrees,” that the 
world should know that there is a nation which, 
by that divine goodness, so strongly appealed to 
in the paper to which I allude,* is enabled to fal- 
sify the assertion? Is it not important, at such 
a moment, that Europe and America should be 
convinced that, from whatever country honorable 
and manly resistance to such a spirit may have 
been banished, it will still be found in the Sov- 
ereign of the British nation and in the hearts of 
his subjects? 

As to the precautions taken in England to in- 
sure from injury, upon this occasion, the citizens 
of the United States, and which appear to you to 
be even yet insufficient, 1am confident that, in 
every doubtful case, the usual liberality of our 
tribunals will be exercised in determining upon 
the circumstances of it; and it was at Mr. Pink- 
ney’s express requisition that additional instruc- 
tions were given to the commanders of His Ma- 
jesty’s ships of war and privateers to extend to 
vessels, trading to the colonies, plantations, and 
settlements of Holland, the same exemption from 
capture and molestation as was granted to vessels 
sailing for any of the ports of Holland. 

On the subject of return cargoes from those 
ports, 1 must observe, that, although it was in- 
tended to prevent, as far as was practicable, the 
inconveniences likely to be created by the un- 
authorized agreement made here in April last, 
yet it was not and could not be intended to ob- 
viate all possible inconveniences, even such as 
might have arisen if no such agreement had ever 
been made. 

If an American vessel had sailed from America 
for Holland in time of profound peace, or in time 
of war, the ports of Holland not being at the date 
of sailing under blockade, it might yet have hap- 
pened that, in the period between the commence- 
ment of such voyage and the arrival of the ves- 
sel at the port of destination, a blockade might 
have been established before that port. The ves- 
sel arriving would, in that case, have been warned 
not to enter the port, and would have been turned 
away with the loss of the whole object of the 
voyage. This would be no extraordinary hard- 
ship, and would afford no legitimate ground of 
complaint. 

The Order in Council is far less strict than 


* Augereau’s proclamation to the Catalonians. 
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such a blockade would be, forasmuch as it pro- 
vides for the original voyage, commenced in ex- 
pectation of being admitied to the port of desti- 
nation, by permitting the entry into the ports of 
Holland ; and it is no just ground of complaint 
that it does not superadd to that permission the 
liberty to re-export a cargo of the enemy’s goods 
or produce. 

1 beg leave briefly to recapitulate the substance 
of what I have had the honor to convey to you, 
as well in verbal, as in written communications. 

1 have informed you of the reasons of His 
Majesty’s disavowal of the agreement so often 
mentioned; [ have shown them, in obedience to 
the authority which you have quoted, to be both 
strong and solid, and such as to outweigh, io the 
judgment of His Majesty’s Government, every 
other consideration which you have contem- 
plated; I have shown that that agreement was 
not concluded in virtue of a full power, and that 
the instructions given on the occasion were 
violated. 

Beyond this point of explanation, which was 
supposed to have been attained, but which is now 
given, by the present letter, in the form under- 
stood to be most agreeable to the American Gov- 
ernment, my instructions are prospective; they 
look to substituting for notions of good under- 
standing, erroneously entertained, practical stip- 
ulations on which a real reconciliation of all dif- 
ferences may be substantially founded; and they 
authorize me not to renew proposals which have 
already been declared here to be unacceptable, 
but to receive and discuss any proposal made on 
the part of the United States, and eventually to 
conciude a convention between the two countries. 
It is not, of course, intended to call upon me to 
state as a preliminary to negotiation what is the 
whole extent of these instructions; they must, as 
I have before said, remain subject to my own dis- 
cretion, until Iam enabled to apply them to the 
overtures which I may have the honor of re- 
ceiving from you. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant. 


F. J. JACKSON. 





No. 10. 
Mr. Jackson to the Secretary of State. 


Wasuinarton, October 27, 1809. 

Sir: Finding by your letter of the 19th in- 
stant, that, notwithstanding the frequent state- 
ments made by me, in our conferences, of the 
terms of satisfaction which lam empowered to 
offer to this country for the unauthorized attack 
made by one of His Majesty’s ships of war upon 
the frigate of the United States, the Chesapeake, 
I have not had the good fortune to make myself 
distinctly understood by you, I have the honor to 
enclose herewith a paper of memoranda, con- 
taining the conditions, on the basis of which I am 
ready to proceed to draw up with you the neces- 
sary official documents in the form proposed in 
my letter of the 11th instant, or in any other 
form upon which we may hereafter agree. 
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I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant. 
F. J. JACKSON. 
Hon. Roser? Smita, &c. 
[Enclosed in Mr. Jackson’s letter of Oct. 27, 1809.} 


The President’s proclamation of July, 1807, 
prohibiting to British ships of war the entrance 
into the harbors of the United States, having 
been annulled, His Majesty is willing to restore 
the seamen taken out of the Chesapeake, on re- 
serving to himself a right to claim in a regular 
way, by application to the American Govern. 
ment, the discharge of such of them (if any) as 
shall be proved to be either natural born subjects 
of His Majesty, or deserters from His Majesty’s 
service. 

His Majesty is willing to make a provision for 
the families of such men as were slain on board 
the Chesapeake, in consequence of the unauthor- 
ized attack upon that frigate, provided that such 
bounty shall not be extended to the family of any 
maa who shall have been either a natural born 
subject of His Majesty, or a deserter from His 
Majesty’s service. 





No. 11. 


Mr. Smith to Mr. Jackson. 
DeparRTMENT OF State, Nov. 1, 1809. 


Sir: Your letter of the 23d ultimo, which was 
duly received, would have been sooner acknow- 
ledged, had I not by sickness been rendered for 
several days utterly unfit for business. 

Although the delay and the apparent reluc- 
tance in specifying the grounds of the disavowal 
of the arrangement, with respect to the Orders in 
Council, do not correspond with the course of 
proceeding deemed most becoming the occasion ; 
yet, as the explanation has at length been thus 
made, it only remains, as to that part of the disa- 
vowed arrangement, to regret that such consider- 
ations should have been allowed to outweigh the 
solid objections to the disavowal ; it being under- 
stood, at the same time, that His Britannic Ma- 
jesty perseveres in requiring, as indispensable 
conditions on the part of the United States, an 
entire relinquishment of the right to trade with 
enemy’s colonies, and also a permission to the 
British navy to aid in executing a law of Con- 
gress—pretensions which cannot but render abor- 
tive all proposals whatever upon this subject, 
whether made by the United States or by His 
Britannic Majesty. 

Whilst you have deemed it proper to offer an 
explanation with respect to the disavowal of one 
part of the arrangement, I must remind you that 
there is not to be found in your letter any like 
specification of the reasons for the disavowal, nor 
particularly is it shown that the instructions were 
violated, as to the other part, viz., the case of the 
Chesapeake; the case ia which, in an especial 
manner, an explanation was required, and in 
which only you professed to have authority to 
make to this Government any overtures. 

For the first time it is now disclosed that the 
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subjects arranged with this Government by your | been closed. You will, no doubt, recollect with 
predecessor are held to be not within the au- | what reluctance I acquiesced in your intimation 
thority of a Minister Plenipotentiary, and that | on this head; not, as I believe has been seen, 
not having had a “full power distinet from that | from any difficulty in maintaining the justice of 
authority, his transactions on those subjects | the cause which is entrusted to me, but because I 
might, of right, be disavowed by his Govern- | was and still am of opinion that this sort of cor- 
ment.” This disclosure, so contrary to every | respondence is not calculated to remove differ- 
antecedent supposition and just inference, gives | ences and soothe irritations of the most unfortu- 
a new aspect to this business. If the authority | nate tendency. As, however, I had no choice 
of your predecessor did not embrace the subjects | but to renounce, for the present, the hope of 
in question, so as to bind his Government, it ne- | effectuating this desirable object, or to pursue it 
cessarily follows, that the only credentials yet | in the manner prescribed in your letter of the 9th 
presented by you, being the same with those pre- | ultimo, so I am now unwillingly compelled to 
sented by him, give you no authority to bind it; | enter upon the consideration of another letter 
and that the exhibition of a “full power” for that | from you, under date of the lst instant, which 
purpose, such as you doubtless are furnished with, | but too strongly confirms the opinion I before 
is become an indispensable preliminary to further | entertained. 
negotiation ; or, to speak more strictly, was re-| Since, sir, it has been judged expedient to con- 
quired, in the first instance, by the view of the | fine to a written form this important and inter- 
matter now disclosed by you. Negotiation, with- | esting discussion; since that mode has been 
out this preliminary, would not only be a de-| declared by you to be indispensable, I will first 
parture from the principle of equality, which is | appeal to the written communications which 
the essential basis of it, but would, moreover, be | have passed between us; and I do this with the 
a disregard of the precautions and of the self-| greater satisfaction, because I consider it to be 
respect enjoined on the attention of the United | the chief cause of the present remarkable state of 
States by the circumstances which have hitherto | things, that in speaking of engagements con- 
taken place. | tracted or supposed to have been contracted be- 

I need scarcely add, that in the full power | tween the two countries, understandings or im- 
alluded to, as a preliminary to negotiation, is not | plied engagements have been allowed to take 
intended to-be included either the whole extent | place of written compacts, and have been con- 
or any part of your instructions for the exercise | sidered, in some instances, as having the same 
of it. ‘These, of course, as you have justly re- | validity. It is, furthermore, necessary to place 
marked, remain subject to your own discretion. | in the most unequivocal light a topic, which I 

l abstain, sir, from making any particular ani- | observe to be constantly and prominently restated 
madversions on several irrelevant and improper | in your letters, notwithstanding the repeated, but, 
allusions in your letter, not at all comporting | as it should seem, fruitless endeavors used in 
with the professed disposition to adjust, in an | mine to clear it from the slightest shadow of 
amicable manner, the differences unhappily sub- | obscurity. 
sisting between the two countries. But it would| You say, “that it is understood that His Bri- 
be improper to conclude the few observations, to | tannic Majesty perseveres in requiring, as indis- 
which I purposely limit myself, without advert- | pensable conditions on the part of the United 
ing to your repetition of a language implying a | States, an entire relinquishment of the right to 
knowledge, on the part of this Government, that trade with the enemy’s colonies, and also a per- 
the instructions of your predecessor did not au- | mission to the British navy to aid in executing a 
thorize the arrangement formed by him. After | law of Congress.” 
the explicit and peremptory asseveration that this| This same statement is contained in your letter 
Government had no such knowledge, and that | of the 9th ultimo, and represented as the sub- 
with such a knowledge no such arrangement | stance of what had fallen from me in our previous 
would have been entered into, the view which conferences. In my answer to that letter, I took 
you have again presented of the subject, makes | the liberty of showing that such a supposition 
it my duty to apprize you that such insinuations | was erroneous, and I have looked in vain to my 
are inadmissible in the intercourse of a foreign | letter of the 23d to find in it any suggestion of a 
Minister with a Government that understands | similar tenor. I believe, therefore, that, by refer- 





what it owes to itself. I have the honor, &c. | ence to my two letters, you will find that the 
R. SMITH. | statement now again brought forward is con- 

Hon. F, J. Jacxson, &c. tained in neither of them; that it made no part 

| of my previous conversations with you; and that 





ever made any such statement at all. 

That before the Orders in Council can be re- 
voked their object must be obtained in some other 

Sin: When I forwarded to my Court your let- | Way, is unquestionably true; but you may be 
ter of the 19th ultimo, and the answer which I assured, sir, that there is no wish whatever enter- 
returned to it, I imagined, and [ may add I hoped, tained in England that the British navy should 
that the retrospective correspondence, into which | be employed in executing a law of Congress. if 
you thought it necessary to enter with me, had / the proposal that was made upon that subject, 


No. 12. | I have in no way given room to suppose that I 
| 


Mr. Jackson to the Secretary of State. 
Wasuinoton, November 4, 1809. 
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and made, as you now know, because it was be- | tary Canning distinctly says to Mr. Erskine 


lieved to be acceptable here, had been adopted, | “Upon receiving through you, on the part of the 
and had become a matter of compact between | American Government, a distinct and official re. 
the two countries, and thereby a part, not of the | cognition of the three above-mentioned condi- 
law of Congress, but of the public law binding | tions, His Majesty will lose no time in sending to 
upon both parties,and which both would have | America a Minister fully empowered to consign 
had a common interest in seeing duly executed ; | them to a formal and regular treaty.” 
in that case, the agency of the British navy This Minister would, of course, have been pro- 
would not have had the invidious aspect which | vided with a full power; but Mr. Erskine was to 
is now attempted to be given to it. At present} be guided by his instructions, and, had the agree- 
there is no engagement between the two coun-| ment concluded here been conforinable to them, 
tries, no laws of Congress which bear a reference | it would without doubt have been ratified by His 
to any such engagement, and, consequently, it} Majesty. I must beg your very particular atten- 
cannot be wished to take any share whatever in| tion to the circumstance that His Majesty’s rati- 
the execution of those laws. fication has been withheld, not because the agree. 
In regard to the colonial trade, I need only | ment was concluded without a full power, bu 
observe, that all or nearly all the enemy’s colo-} because it was altogether irreconcilable to the 
nies are blockaded by British squadrons; it can- | instructions on which it was professedly founded. 
not, therefore, be so much an object of solicitude | The question of the full power was introduced 
as you imagine to obtain the relinquishment of by yourself to give weight, by a quotation from a 
the trade of any country to those colonies. On highly respected author, to your complaint of the 
the contrary, you will find it stated in my letter | disavowal; in answer to which I observed, that 
of the 11th ultimo to be a “ matter of indifference | the quotation did not apply, as Mr. Erskine had 
whether the Order in Council” (on this subject) | no full power. Never did I imagine, or any 
“be continued, or an arrangement, by mutual | where attempt, to rest the right of disavowal 
consent, substituted in its room.” upon that circumstance: indubitably his agree- 
When I informed you that the agreement con- | ment would, nevertheless, have been ratified, had 
cluded here in April last had been framed in de- | not the instructions, which in this case took the 
viation from the instructions given for the occa-| place of a fall power, been violated. 
sion, my explanation was intended to apply to! Iam surprised at the transition, by which it 
both en of that agreement; that nothing, re- | appears to you that this part of the subject is 
quired by the most scrupulous accuracy, may be | connected with the authority empowering me to 
wanting, I now add, that the deviation consisted | negotiate with you. It will not, I dare say, have 
in not recording, in the official document signed | escaped your recollection, that I informed you, at 
here, the abrogation of the President’s proclama- | a very early period of our communications, that 
tion of the 2d July, 1807, as weli as the two in addition to the usual credential letter, His Ma- 
reserves specified in the paper of memoranda | jesty had been pleased to invest me with a full 
enclosed in my official letter to you of the 27th | power under the great seal of his Kingdom, for 
ultimo. the express purpose of concluding a treaty or con- 
There is another motive for the disavowal of | vention. I well remember your testifying your 
this part of the arrangement, considered to be so | satisfaction at the circumstance; and I have only 
strong and so self-evident, upon the very face of | now to add, that | am ready, whenever it suits 
the transaction, that 1am not commanded to do} your convenience, to exchange my full power 
more than indicate it in the manner I have | against that with which you shall be provided 
already done. By this forbearance His Majesty | for the progress of our negotiation. 
conceives that he is giving an additional pledge; I am concerned, sir, to be obliged a second 
of his sincere disposition to maintain a good un-| time to appeal to those principles of public law, 
derstanding with the United States. under the sanction and protection of which I was 
lam somewhat at a loss to give a distinct reply | sent to this country. Where there is not freedom 
to that part of your letter which relates to Mr. | of communication in the form substituted for the 
Erskine’s authority to conclude with you in| more usual one of verbal diseussion, there can be 
virtue of his general letter of credence, because I | little useful intercourse between Ministers; and 
do not very distinetly understand the tendency of | one, at least, of the epithets which you have 
it. I never before heard it doubted that a full | thought proper to apply to my last letter is such 
power was requisite to enable a Minister to con- | as necessarily abridges that freedom. That any 
clude a treaty, or that a mere general letter of | thing therein contained may be irrelevant to the 
credence was insufficient for that purpose. subject, it is, of course, competent in you to en- 
If it were otherwise, and a Government were | deavor to show; and as far as you succeed in so 
in all cases to be bound by the act, however un-/ doing, in so far will my argument lose of its 
authorized, of an accredited Minister, there would | validity ; but, as to the propriety of my allusions, 
be no safety in the appointment of such a Min-} you must allow me to acknowledge only the de- 
ister, and ratifications would be useless. No full | cision of my own Sovereign, whose commands | 
power was given in the present case, because it | obey, and to whom alone I can consider mysel! 
was not a treaty, but the materials for forming a/| responsible. Beyond this, it suffices that I do not 
treaty, that was in contemplation. deviate from the respect due to the Government! 
In his despatch of the 23d January, Mr. Secre- | to which I am accredited. 
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You will find that, in my correspondence with 
ou, I have carefully avoided drawing conclu- 
sions that did not necessarily follow from the 
premises advanced by me, and least of all should 
| think of uttering an insinuation, where I was 
unable to substantiate a fact. To facts, such as 
] have become acquainted with them, I have 
scrupulously adhered, and in so doing I must 
continue, Whenever the good faith of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government is called in question. to vin- 
dicate its honor and dignity, in the manner that 
appears to me best calculated for that purpose. 
I have &c., F. J. JACKSON. 





No. 13. 
The Secretary of State to Mr. Jackson. 


DeparTMENT oF Stare, Nov. 8, 1809. 

Sin: In my letter of the 19th ultimo, I stated 
to you that the declaration in your letter of the 
llth, that the despatch from Mr. Canning to Mr. 
Erskine of the 23d January was the only de- 
spatch by which the conditions were prescribed 
to Mr. Erskine, for the conclusion of an arrange- 
ment on the matter to which it related, was then, 
for the first time, made to this Government. 
And it was added that, if that despatch had been 
communicated at the time of the arrangement, or 
if it had been known that the propositions con- 
tained in it were the only ones on which he was 
authorized to make an arrangement, the arrange- 
ment would not have been made. 

In my letter of the 1st instant, adverting to the 
repetition in your letter of the 23d ultimo, of a 
language implying a knowledge in this Govern- 
ment that the instructions of your predecessor did 
not authorize the arrangement formed by him, an 


| intimation was distinctly given to you that, after 


the explicit and peremptory asseveration that this 
Government had not any such knowledge, and 
that with such a knowledge such an arrangement 
would not have been made, no such insinuation 
could be admitted by this Government. 

Finding that, in your reply of the 4th instant, 


| you have used a language which cannot be un- 


derstood but as reiterating and even aggravating 
the same gross insinuation, it only remains, in 
order to preclude opportunities which are thus 
abused, to inform you that no further communi- 
cations will be received from you, and that the ne- 
cessity of this determination will, without delay, 
be made known to your Government. In the 
meantime, a ready attention will be given to any 
communications affecting the interests of the two 
nations, through any other channel that may be 
substituted. Phere the honor to be, &c. 





No. 14. 


Mr. Oakley, the British Secretary of Legation, to the 
Secretary of State. 


_Mr. Oakley. His Majesty’s Secretary of Lega- 
tion, is desired by Mr. Jackson to state to the Sec- 
retary of State, that as Mr. Jackson has been al- 
ready once most grossly insulted by the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Hampton, in the unprovoked 
language of abuse held by them to several officers 
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bearing the King’s uniform, when those officers 
were themselves violently assaulted and put in 
imminent danger, he conceives it to be indispen- 
sable to the safety of himself, to the gentlemen at- 
tached to his mission, and of his family, during 
the remainder of their stay in the United States, 
to be provided with special passports or safeguards 
from the American Government. This is the 
more necessary, since some of the newspapers of 
the United States are daily using language whose 
only tendency can be to excite the people to com- 
mit violence on Mr. Jackson’s person. In conse- 
quence, he requests that the undermentioned 
names may be inserted in the documents to be 
furnished him: 

Francis James Jackson; Mrs. Jackson ; their 
three children; Charles Oakley, Esq., His Ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of Legation ; Mr. George Ottley 
Private Secretary. 

Servants.—Robert Clavering, Francis Martin, 
William Attre, Charles Beecroft, Richard Lowe, 
John Price, John Lilly, James Wright, Amelia 
George, Mary Smith, Harriet Patten, Martha 
Wood, Frances Blackwell. 

[This note was received at the Department of State 
on the 11th November.) 





No. 15. 
Mr, Oakley to the Secretary of State. 


Wasuineron, Nov. 13, 1809. 

Mr. Oakley is desired by Mr. Jackson to say to 
the Secretary of State: 

That Mr. Jackson has seen, with much regret, 
that facts, which it has been his duty to state in 
his official correspondence, have been deemed by 
the American Government to afford a sufficient 
motive for breaking off an important negotiation, 
and for putting an end to all communication 
whatever with the Minister charged by his Sov- 
ereign with that negotiation so interesting to both 
nations, and on one point of which an answer has 
not even been returned to ao official and written 
overture. 

One of the facts alluded to has been admitted 
by the Secretary of State himself, in his letter of 
the 19th October, viz: That the three conditions 
forming the substance of Mr. Erskine’s original 
instructions, were submitted to him by that gen- 
tleman. The other, viz: that that instruction is 
the only one in which the conditions were pre- 
scribed to Mr. Erskine, for the conclusion of an 
arrangement on the matter to which it related, is 
known to Mr, Jackson by the instructions which 
he has himself received. 

In stating these facts, and in adhering to them, 
as his duty imperiously enjoined him to do, Mr. 
Jackson could not imagine that offence would be 
taken at it by the American Government, as most 
certainly none could be intended on his part; but, 
since he has been infurmed by the Secretary of 
State that no further communications will be re- 
ceived from him, he conceives that he has no al- 
ternative, that is consistent with what is due to 
the King’s dignity, but to withdraw altogether 
from the seat of the American Government, and 
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wait the arrival of His Majesty’s commands upon 
the unlooked for turn which has thus been given 
to his affairs in this country. 

Mr. Jackson means to make New York the 
place of his residence. 





No. 16. 
The Secretary of State to Mr. Pinkney. 


DeparTMentT oF State, Nov. 23, 1809. 

Sir: My letters in the correspondence with Mr. 
Jackson, already transmitted to you, sufficiently 
evince the disappointment that was felt on finding 
that he had not been charged to make to this 
Government either the frank explanations or the 
liberal propositions which the occasion manifestly 
required. Instead of this obvious course of pro- 
ceeding, it was in the outset perceived that his 
object was to bring us to resume the subjects of 
the arrangement of April, ina way that would 
imply that we were aware that the arrangement 
was not binding on his Government, because 
made with a knowledge, on our part, that Mr. 
Erskine had no authority to make it; and thus 
to convert the responsibility of his Government 
for the disavowal, into a reproach on this for its 
conduct in the transaction disavowed. 

In the first instance, it was deemed best rather 
to repel his observations argumentatively, than 
to meet them as an offensive insinuation. This 
forbearance had not the expected effect of restrain- 
ing him froma repetition of the offence. And 
even on his further insinuations, nothing more 
was done than to premonish him of the inadmis- 
sibility of so indecorous a course of proceeding. 
This, also, being without effect. nothing remained 
but the step finally taken. And there was the less 
hesitation in shutting the door to further oppor- 
tunities forinsulting insinuations,as the disclosure 
he had made and the spirit of his discussions had 
so entirely shut it to the hope of any favorable 
result from his mission. 

1 will not dwell on his reluctance to give up 
the uncertainties of verbal, for the precision of 
written discussion ; nor on the manner or the time 
of his denial! that he had given any room at all 
for a statement, which, in order to guard against 
the misconceptionsincident to verbal conferences, 
I had placed before him in writing, with a request 
that he would point out any inaccuracies, and to 
which he did not then object, otherwise than by 
intimating that he could not have made the state- 
ment with the particular view which seemed to 
be supposed. Nor will I dwell on the various in- 
stances in which partial or inconsistent views of 
the subject have taken place of its real merits. 
But it may not be amiss to make some observa- 

tions on the correspondence, as it relates to the 
justification of his Government, in having disa- 
vowed the act of his predecessor. 

With respcet to the Orders in Council, the 
ground of a disavowal is, the difference between 
the arrangement and the printed despatch of Mr. 
Canning to Mr. Erskine, of the 23d of January. 
According to this despatch, then, the arrangement 
failed in three points. 


Ist. In not relinquishing the trade of the Uni- 
ted States with enemies’ colonies. 

With respect to this point, it is not necessar 
at this time to discuss the right tothattrade. |; 
is sufficient to remark, lst, That as the trade js 
admitted to become, in the view of Great Britain, 
of little practical importance, why has it been 
made a ground of the disavowal, and especially 
as important considerations only could, upon prin- 
ciples of public law, have justified a measure of 
so serious a character? 2d, That as the colonial 
trade is a subject nowise connected either with the 
Orders in Council, or with the affair of the Ches- 
apeake, why has it been permitted to frustrate an 
arrangement relating to those subjects, and to 
those only? 3d, That as this condition is alleged 
to have originated in a supposition that it would 
be agreeable to the American Government, why 
has it been persisted in, after the error was made 
known by the representation of Mr. Erskine to 
his Government, that neither this nor the other 
conditions of the despatch of the 23d January 
were attainable here? 

2d. Another point of the despatch, and not in 
the arrangement, is, that the British navy might 
ore our trade to ports prohibited by the Uni- 
ted States. 

This condition, too, appears to have had its 
origin in a mistake of your meaning in a conver- 
sation with Mr, Canning, as noted by yourself, 
and in an inference then deduced as to the dispo- 
sition of this Government. But this double mis- 
take must have been brought to light in time to 
have been corrected in the new mission. In 
urging it, Mr. Canning has taken a ground for- 
bidden by those principles of decorum which reg- 
ulate and mark the proceedings of Governments 
towards each other. In his despatch, the condi- 
tion is stated to be for the purpose of securing the 
bona fide intention of America to prevent her cit- 
izens from trading with France and certain other 
Powers; in other words, to secure a pledge to 
that effect against the mala fide intention of the 
United States. And this despatch, too, was au- 
thorized to be communicated in extenso to the 
Government of which such language was used. 
Might it not have been reasonably expected that 
such a condition, and such observations, would, 
at least on such an occasion, have been given up 
by a Government willing to smooth the way to 
an amicable settlement of existing differences ? 

In his zeal to vindicate his Government, Mr. 
Jackson too, has attempted a gloss on this most 
extraordinary idea of calling on a foreign sove- 
reignty, not indeed to make laws for us, but what 
is equivalent in principle, to supply a supposed 
inability to execute them. He calls such an in- 
terposition of his Government not an execution 
of the law of Congress, but of a compact binding 
as a public law on both parties, and which both 
would have a common interest in seeing du!) 
executed. On his own principles, there ough! 
to be a reciprocity, not only in the execution of 
the compact, but in the obligation and interest re- 
sulting from it. Besides, where there is a reci- 
procity in compacts between nations touching 
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attributes of sovereignty, there is always as much 
of sovereignty gained as is parted with, so that 
there be no loss nor indignity on either side. 

3. The remaining point in the despatch, not 
secured by the arrangement, is that which re- 
quired, that whilst our prohibitory laws should 
be repealed as to Great Britain, they should be 
leftin force as to France, and the Powers adopt- 
ing or acting under her decrees. 

This is the condition which alone properly be- 
jongs to the subject ; and it is to be remarked, in 
the first place, that the British project, of which 
this condition makes a part, contemplated two 
things in their nature incompatible; one, a re- 
peal of the prohibitory acts as to Great Britain, 
without waiting for the conclusion of.a regular 
treaty; the other, a pledge or engagement for their 
continuance as to other Powers. Now, from the 
nature of our Constitution, which, in this partic- 
ular, ought to have been attended to by the Bri- 
tish Government, it is manifest that the Executive 
authority could have given no such pledge, that 
the continuance of the prohibitory acts, being a 
subject of legislative consideration, could not have 
been provided for until the meeting of the Legis- 
lature; and that the condition could not, there- 
fore, but have failed, either in the immediate 
renewal of commerce with Great Britain, or in 
the immediate engagement that it should not be 
renewed with France. 

The British Government ought to have acqui- 
esced in, and indeed ought to have been satisfied 
with the attainment of the important object of 
an immediate repeal of our prohibitory laws, 
and with the consideration that the other object, 
not immediately attainable, was unnecessary at 
the time, because the prohibition as to France was 
then in force, and because there was every reason 
to infer, not only from this fact, but from the spirit 





| of the communications made from time to time, 


and from the overtures before submitted to the 
British Government, that, without a repeal of 
the French decrees, our prohibitory laws would 


| bein force against France, and especially in the 


case of a repeal of the British Orders, which would 
necessarily render a continuance of the French 


. decrees doubly obnoxious. 


Butif, on this head, doubts could have been enter- 
tained, instead of rejecting the arrangement, ought 
not the repealing act on our part to have been met 
with a suspension at least of the Orders in Coun- 
cil, until it could have been seen whether the non- 
intercourse law would or would not have been 
continued against France? Such a suspension 
would not have given, in any point of view, more 
advantage to the United States than was given 
to Great Britain by the repeal which had taken 
place on their part. 
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not extend to Holland, though so intimately con- 
nected with France, and so subservient to her de- 
crees against neutral commerce. 

It would not be improper to observe, that this 
objection can be the less urged by Great Britain, 
as she has herself never, in her alleged retalia- 
tions, adhered to the principle on which they 
were founded. 

Thus she has from the date of them, until very 
lately, directed them against the American trade 
even to Russia, although Russia had never adopt- 
ed the French decrees, nor otherwise violated our 
neutral trade. with Great Britain. Soin herorder 
of April last, she has discriminated not only be- 
tween the countries devoted to France by the ties 
of blood, and other Powers, but between Holland, 
Westphalia, and Naples, in enforcing her prohib- 
itory order against the first and not against the 
twolast. Whilst, therefore, she finds it expedient 
to make these distinctions, she ought to presume 
that we too may perceive equal propriety in the 
distinctions we have made. 

But it may be of more importance here to com- 
pare the British Order in Council of April last 
with the arrangement of April made by Mr. Ers- 
kine. It will thence be seen how little is the real 
difference, and how trivial it is when compared 
to the extensive serious consequences of the dis- 
avowal. 

Under the Order in Council of April, all the 
ports of Europe except France, including the 
Kingdoms of Italy and Holland, with their de- 
pendencies, are opened to our commerce. 

Under the arrangement of April, combined 
with our act of non-intercourse, all the ports of 
Europe except France and her dependencies, in- 
eluding the Kingdom of Italy, would have been 
opened to our commerce. 

The difference then is reduced merely to Hol- 
land, and that again is reduced to the difference 
between a direct trade to the ports of Holland, 
and an indirect trade to Holland through the 
neighboring ports of Tonningen, Hamburg, Bre- 
men, and Embden. 

Now, as the injuring of the enemies of Great 
Britain is the only avowed object of her interdict- 
ing order against our trade, let a computation be 
made of the effect which this difference between 
the Order in Council and the arrangement could 
possibly have in producing such an injury. And 
then let the question be candidly answered, whe- 
ther, laying aside all considerations of right and 
justice, sufficient inducements could have been 
found in that result for rejecting the arrangement, 
and for producing the consequent embarrassments 
as well to Great Britain as te the United States. 

If it be necessary, as Mr. Jackson has stated, to 
set bounds to a spirit of encroachment and uni- 


If this reasonable course could not have been | versal dominion, which would bend all things to 


substituted for the disavowal, why was not a final 
disavowal suspended, with a proposition that the 
arrangement would be executed by Great Britain 


its own standard, and to falsify by honorable and 
manly resistance an annunciation that all Europe 


| is subraitting by degrees, the effort must be feeble, 


in the event of a compliance on the part of the | indeed, which is to be found in the inconvenience 
United States with the condition required as to | accruing to the formidable foe from the operation 


France? Lam not unaware, you may be told, that 
the non-intercourse law of the United States did 


of this Order in Council, and especially whea we 
combine with it the strange phenomenon of sub- 
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stituting for the lawful trade of the United States 
a trade of British subjects contrary to the laws of 
the adverse party, and amounting, without a spe- 
cial license in the eye of British law, to high 
treason. 

Thus much for the Orders in Council. What 
has taken place with respect to the case of the 
Chesapeake will equally engage your attention. 

You will perceive that, throughout the early 
stages of the correspondence, this case was, in 
some respects, improperly confounded with, in 
others improperly separated from, that of the 
Orders in Council ; and particularly that pains 
had been taken by Mr. Jackson to substitute ver- 
bal and vague observations on the disavowal of 
this part of the arrangement for an explicit and 
formal explanation, such as was obviously due. 
It will be seen, also, that when finally brought to 
the point, he referred for a justification of the dis- 
avowal to the departure of Mr. Erskine from his 
instructions, without showing what those instruc- 
tions were, and to allusions to an expression in 
the arrangement without giving to his meaning 
the distinctness prerequisite to a just reply. 

It appears, however, that he lays great stress 
on the proposal enclosed in his letter of the 27th 
of October, at once indicating the departure of 
Mr. Erskine from his instructions, and as contain- 
ing the conditions on the basis of which he was 
ready to enter on an adjustment. And froma 
note from the Secretary of the British Legation, it 
appears that he has complained of not having re- 
ceived any answer to this proposal, as he had be- 
fore complained that no answer had been given 
to his verbal disclosures on this head in his inter- 
views with me. 

With respect to his intimations in conversa- 
tion, as they were preceded by no assignment of 
the reasons for not having executed the original 
adjustment, it cannot be necessary to remark, that 
no such notice as he wished to obtain could with 
any sort of propriety have been taken of them. 

With respect to his written project, it will suf- 
fice to remark : 

ist. That besides his reluctant and indistinct 
explanation of the disavowal of the original ad- 
justment, he did not present his proposal until he 

ad made such progress in his offensive insinua- 
tion as made it proper to wait the issue of the re- 
ply about to be given toit, and that this issue had 
necessarily put a stop to further communication. 
2d. That although he had given us to under- 
stand that the ordinary credentials, such alone as 
he had delivered. could not bind his Government 
in such a ease, his proposal had neither been pre- 
ceded by, noraccompanied with. the exhibition of 
other commission or full power; nor, indeed, has he 
ever given sufficient reason to suppose that he had 
any such fall power to exhibit in relation to this 
particular case. It is true that, in his letter of 
the 23d October, he has stated an authority event- 
ually to conclude a convention between the two 
countries. Without adverting to the ambiguity 
of the term eventually, with she mark of empha- 
sis attached to it, and to other uncertainties in 








ferred to, whatever it may be, is derived from in- 
structions subject to his own discretion, and not 
from a patent commission, such as might be prop. 
erly called for. It is true, also, that in his letter 
of the 4th of November, subsequent to his pro- 
al, he says he was possessed of a full power, 
in due form, for the express purpose of conclu. 
ding a treaty or convention. But it still remains 
uncertain whether by the treaty or convention 
to which it related was not meant an eventual or 
provisional treaty on the general relations be. 
tween the two countries, without any reference 
to the case of the Chesapeake. Certain it is, that 
the British Government, in former like cases, as 
will be seen by the adjustment of that part of the 
affair at Nookta Sound which is analogous to the 
ease, did not consider any such distinct full power 
as necessary ; nor is there theslightest ground for 
supposing that Mr. Erskine, although confessed|y 
instructed to adjust this very case of the Chesa- 
peake, was furnished with — authority distinct 
from his credential letter. That Mr. Jackson has 
any such commission is the less to be supposed, 
as it is but barely possible that, possessing it, he 
should not, on some occasion, or in some form, 
have used a language susceptible of no possible 
doubt on this point. 

But, proceeding to the proposal itself, it is to 
be kept in mind that the conditions forming its 
basis are the very conditions for the deviating 
from which Mr. Erskine’s adjustment was dis- 
avowed. Mr. Jackson, if not on others, is on this 
point, explicit. “If now add, says he, that the 
deviation consisted in not recording in the official 
document signed here, the abrogation of the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation of the 2d July, 1807, as well 
as the two reserves specified in the paper of mem- 
oranda, enclosed in my official letter to you of 
the 27th ultimo.” 

Considering, then, the conditions in the pro- 
posal as an ultimatum, in what light are we com- 
pelled to view such an attempt to repair the out- 
rage committed on the frigate Chesapeake, and 
to heal the disappointment produced by a dis- 
avowal of a previous equitable reparation ? 

It is impossible, on such an occasion, not to re- 
call the circumstances which constituted the 
character of the outrage to which such an ulti- 
matum is now applied. A national ship, pro- 
ceeding on an important service, was watched 
by a superior naval force, enjoying at the time 
the hospitality of our ports, was followed, and 
scarcely out of our ‘waters, when she was, after 
an insulting summons, attacked in a hostile man- 
ner; the ship so injured as to require extensive 
repairs; the expedition frustrated ; a number 0! 
the crew killed and wounded; several earried in- 
to captivity; and one of them put to death under 
a military sentence. The three seamen, thoug! 
American citizens, and, therefore, on every sup- 
position, detained as wrongfully as the ship would 
have been detained, have, notwithstanding, now 
remained in captivity between two and three 
years, and, it may be added, after it has long 
ceased to be denied that they are American cill- 


the phraseology, it is clear that the authority re- | zens. 
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Under these circumstances, we are called upon 
to ransom the captives. 

ist. By acknowledging that a precautionary 
proclamation, justified by events preceding the 
outrage, by the outrage itself, and by what im- 
mediately followed it, was unjustifiable, and that 
a repeal of it was properly a condition precedent 
to a reparation for the outrage. And this requi- 
sition Is repeated, too, after such an acknowledg- 
ment had been uniformly asserted by this Gov- 
ernment to be utterly inadmissible, and, what is 

articularly remarkable, at a time when the proc- 
amsstion, as is well understood, was no longer in 
force. The occasion obviously invited a silent 
assumption of the existing fact, and this would 
have excluded the difficulty heretofore found to 
be insuperable. 9% 

2d. By throwing into complete oblivion the 
conduct of the officer answerable for the mur- 
derous transaction, with a knowledge, too, on our 
part, that instead of being punished, or even 
brought to trial, he has been honored by his Gov- 
ernment with a new and more important com- 
mand. 

3d. By admitting a right on the part of Great 
Britain to claim a discharge from our service of 
deserters generally, and particularly of her natu- 
ral bora subjects, without excepting such as had 
been naturalized in due form under the laws of 
the United States. 

It has not been explained whether it was meant, 
as the universality of the term “ deserters” would 
import, to include American citizens who might 
have left the British service. But what possible 
consideration could have induced the British 
Government to expect that the United States 
could admit a principle that would deprive our 
naturalized citizens of the legal privileges which 
they hold in common with their native fellow- 
citizens. The British Government, less than any 
other, ought to have made such a proposition, be- 
cause it not only, like others, naturalizes aliens, 
but, in relation tothe United States, has even 
refused to discharge from the British service 
native citizens of the United States involunta- 
rily detained. If an American seaman has re- 
sided in Great Britain, or has married therein, or 
has accepted a bounty in her naval service, his 
discharge therefrom on the regular application of 
the British Government has. been invariably re- 
fused by its Board of Admiralty. This I state 
on the authority of the official reports made to 
this Department. It is, therefore, truly astonish- 
ing, that, with a knowledge of these facts,such a 
pretension should have been advanced at all, but, 
above all, that it should have been made a sine 

ua non to an act of plain justice already so 
ie delayed. This is the more to be regretted, 
as the omen does not favor the belief we would 
willingly cherish, that no predetermination exists 
in the Councils of His Britannic Majesty irrecon- 
cilable to an amicable arrangement of an affair 
which, affecting so deeply the honor of the United 
States, must precede a general regulation of the 
mutual interests of the two countries. 

After the correspondence with Mr. Jackson 
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was terminated, two notes, copies of which are 
herewith sent to you,. were presented to me in 
the name and by the hand of Mr. Oakley, the 
British Secretary of Legation. 

The first requested a document having the 
effect of a special passport or safeguard to Mr. 
Jackson and his family during their stay in the 
United States. As the laws of this country al- 
low an unobstructed passage through wa part 
of it, and, with the law of nations equally in 
force, protect public Ministers and their families 
in all their privileges, such an application was 
regarded as somewhat singular. There was no 
hesitation, however, in furnishing a certificate of 
his public character, and to be used in any mode 
he might choose. But what surprised most was 
the reasons assigned for the application. The in- 
sult he alluded to was then, for the first time, 
brought to the knowledge of this Government. 
It had, indeed, been among the rumors of the 
day, that some unbecoming scene had taken place 
at Norfolk or Hampton. between some officers 
belonging to the Africaine and some of the in- 
habitants, and that it originated in the indisere- 
tion of the former. No attention having been 
called for, and no inquiry made, the truth of the 
case is unknown. But it was never supposed 
that Mr. Jackson himself, who was on board the 
frigate had been personally insulted, nor is it yet 
perceived in what way he considers it as having 
happened. It is needless to remark that any rep- 
resentation on the subject would have instantly 
received every proper attention. 

Another ground on which a protection was 
asked for, is the supposed tendency of the lan- 
guage of our newspapers to excite popular vio- 
ence on Mr. Jackson’s person. Had he been 
longer and better acquainted with the habits and 
spirit of the American people, he would pro- 
bably never have entertained an apprehension of 
that sort. If he meant to animadvert on the free 
language of the newspapers, he might justly be 
reminded that our laws, as those of his own coun- 
7 set bounds to that freedom ; that the freedom 
of British prints, however great with respect to 
public characters of the United States, has never 
been a topic of complaint; and that, supposing 
the latitude of the American press to exceed that 
of Great Britain, the difference is infinitely less 
in this respect between the two, than between 
the British press and that of the other nations of 
Europe. 

The second note seems to be essentially intended 
as a justification of the conduct of Mr. Jackson, 
in that part of his correspondence which had given 
umbrage. If he intended it as a conciliatory ad- 
vance, he ought not to have preceded it by a de- 
mand of passports, nor by the spirit or the man- 
ner in which that demand was made. He ought, 
in fact, if such was his object, to have substituted 
an explanation in the place of his reply to my 
premonitory letter. But whether he had one or 
other, or both, of these objects in view, it was ne- 
cessary for him to have done more than isat- 
tempted in this paper. 

It was never objected to him, that he had sta- 
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ted it as a fact that the three propositions in ques- 
tion had been submitted to me by Mr. Erskine, 
nor that he stated it as made known to him by 
the instructions of Mr, Canning, that the instruc- 
tion to Mr. Erskine, containing these three con- 
ditions, was the only one from which his authority 
was derived to conclude an arrangement on the 
matter towhich itrelated. The objection was, that 
a knowledge of this restriction of the authority 
of Mr. Erskine was imputed to this Government ; 
and the repetition of the imputation, even after 
it had been peremptorily disclaimed. This was 
so gross an attack on the honor and veracity of 
this Government, as to forbid all further commu- 
nications from him. Care was nevertheless taken, 
at the same time, to leave the door open for such 
as might be made through any other channel, 
however little the probability that any satisfac- 
tory communications would be received through 
“1 ehannel here. 

o the other enclosures I add a printed copy 
of a paper purporting to be a circular letter from 
Mr. Jackson to the British Consuls in the United 
States. The paper speaks for itself. As its con- 
tents entirely correspond with the paper last re- 
ferred to, as they were unnecessary for the osten- 
sible object of the letter, which was to make 
known Mr. Jackson’s change of residence, and 
as the paper was at once put into public circula- 
tion, it can only be regarded as a virtual address 
to the American people of a representation pre- 
viously addressed to their Government—a pro- 
cedure which cannot fail to be seen in its true 
light by his Sovereign. 

The observations to which so much extent has 
been given in this letter, with those contained in 
the correspondence with Mr. Jackson, will make 
you fully acquainted with the conduct and the 
character he has developed, with the necessity of 
the step taken in refusing further communica- 
tions from him, and with the grounds on which 
the President instructs you to request that he may 
be immediately recalled. You are particularly 
instructed, at the same time, in making those 
communications, to do it in a manner that will 
leave no doubt of the undiminished desire of the 
United States to unite in all the means the best 
calculated to establish the relations of the two 
countries on the solid foundation of justice, of 
friendship, and of mutual interest. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and 
consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 


R. SMITH. 


[ CIRCULAR. ] 
Wasuineton, November 13, 1809. 

Sir: I have to inform you, with much regret, 
that the facts which it has been my duty to state 
in my official correspondence with Mr. Smith, 
have been deemed by the President of the United 
States to afford a sufficient motive for breaking 
off an important negotiation, and for putting an 
end to all communication whatever with me as 
the Minister charged with that negotiation, so in- 
teresting to both nations, and on one most mate- 


rial point of which an answer has not even been 
returned to an official and written overture. 

One of the facts alluded to has been admitted 
by the Secretary of State himself, in his letter to 
me of the 19:h October, viz: That the three con- 
ditions, forming the substance of Mr. Erskine’s 
original instruction, were submitted to him b 
that gentleman. The other, viz: That that in. 
struction is the only one in which the conditions 
were prescribed to Mr. Erskine for the conclusion 
of an arrangement on the matter to which it re- 
lated, is known to me by the instructions which 
I have myself received. 

In stating these facts, and in adhering to them, 
as my duty imperiously enjoined me to do, in or- 
der to repel the frequent charges of ill faith which 
have been made against His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, I could not imagine that offence would be 
taken at it by the American Government, as most 
certainly none could be intended on my part ; and 
this view of the subject has been made known to 
Mr. Smith. But, as I am informed by him that 
no further communication will be received from 
me, I conceive that I have no alternative left, 
which is consistent with the King’s dignity, but 
to withdraw altogether from this city, and await 
elsewhere the arrival of His Majesty’s commands 
upon the unlooked-for turn which has thus been 
given to his affairs in this country. 

I mean, in the interval, to make New York the 
place of my residence ; where you will hencefor- 
ward please direct your communications to me, 
as I shall be accompanied by every member of 
His Majesty’s mission. Iam, &c. 


F. J. JACKSON. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to the Secretary 
of State. 
Lonpon, Feb. 28, 1809. 

I have received from General Armstrong a 
letter, of which a copy is enclosed; and have, in 
consequence, made a written inquiry of Lord 
Wellesley, (with whom I had before communi- 
cated personally on the subject,) as to the exist- 
ence of the blockades to which it alludes. Iam 
not without hopes that the reply to my inquiry 
will amount toa declaration (satisfying, in sub- 
stance, the condition mentioned in General Arm- 
strong’s letter) that these blockades are not in 
force; and, if it should, I will send immediate 
notice to General Armstrong. I have prepared 
an official letter to you on this head ; which, with 
such additions as circumstances may enable me 
to make to it, will be sent by the corvette, the 
John Adams. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated to Congress, November 29, 1809, 
February 19, and May 1, 1810.) 
To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
I transmit to the House a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, complying with their resolution of 
the 30th of April. 
May 1, 1810. 


JAMES MADISON. 
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DepaRTMENT OF Stars, 
May 1, 1810. 


In pursuance of a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of yesterday, the Secretary of 
State has the honor of transmitting to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the accompanying pa- 
pers, marked A, B, C, D, E, and F. 

No information has been received, that any 
communication has been made to our Minister at 
London, on the part of the British Government, 
“jn answer to any note presented by him in pur- 
suance of instructions given on the 23d Novem- 
ber, 1809.” 

No answers have been given to the “ proposi- 
tions or overtures, made on the part of the United 
States to the Governments of Great Britain and 
France, respecticg any of the orders and decrees 
affecting neutral commerce,” which have not 
been heretofore, or which are not herewith, com- 
municated. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

R. SMITH. 


Extract—Mr. Smith, Secretary of State, to Mr. Arm- 
strong. 


DeparTMENT OF Stare. 
March 15, 1809. 
The proceedings of Congress at their late ses- 
sion, combined with the Executive communica- 
tions, affording, as they do, additional proofs of 
the pacific disposition of this Government, and 
of its strict observance of whatever the laws of 


neutrality require, you will not fail to avail your- 
self of the jast arguments thence deducible in 
urging the equitable claims of the United States. 
The first, second, third, fourth, eleventh, and sev- 
enteenth sections of the act interdicting our com- 


mercial intercourse with Great Britain and 
France will, in that view, claim your attention, 
and especially the eleventh section, authorizing 
the Executive to renew our commerce with the 
nation withdrawing the operations of its illegal 
edicts. And you will be careful to let it be under- 
stood that the authority thus vested will, of course, 
be exercised in the event stated in the law. 


Mr. Armstrong to Count Champagny. 
Paris, April 29, 1809. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States, has the honor of presenting to 
his Excellency the Minister of Exterior Rela- 
tions, the enclosed copy of a law recently passed 
by the Legislature of the Union. 

This law, as may be seen by the several pro- 
visions of it, has been forced upon them, by the 
extraordinary circumstances of the times, and is 
to be regarded as an act of precaution, taken with 
the view only of protecting their own property 
and rights, and of once more appealing to the in- 
terests and justice of those who would disturb or 
destroy them. 

Your Excellency may be assured, that as noth- 
ing has given more disquietude to the United 
States than the necessity which has impelled 


Relations with France. 


them to the adoption of this measure, so nothing 
will give them more satisfaction than to see that 
necessity cease. It is in the spirit and sincerity 
of this declaration, that the undersigned is in- 
structed to add, that any interpretation of the 
Imperial decrees of the 21st of November, 1806, 
and 17th of December, 1807, which shall have 
the effect of leaving unimpaired the maritime 
rights of the Union, will be instantaneusly fol- 
lowed by a revocation of the present act, and a 
re-establishment of the ordinary commercial in- 
tercourse between the two countries. 

I offer to your Excellency, &c. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Count Cuampaeny. 


Gen. Armstrong to Mr. Smith, Secretary of State. 


Paris, Sept. 4, 1809. 
Sir: The letter of which I send you a copy, 
was received during my absence, and detained in 
Paris till my return. The note promised in it 
has not yet been received. Mr. Warden informs 
me, that the Council of Prizes have been ordered 
to suspend their proceedings with regard to our 
vessels. I have the honor to be, &e. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Hon. R. Samrru, Secretary of State. 


[ TRANSLATION. } 
Count Champagny to General Armstrong. 
Vienna, Aug. 8, 1809. 

Sir: You have desired that one of the Amer- 
ican vessels, which are in the ports of France, 
might be authorized to depart to the United 
States with your despatches. I have taken the 
orders of His Majesty on the subject of this de- 
mand, and His Majesty, always disposed to facil- 
itate your communications to your Government, 
has permitted the departure of the vessel which 
you shall designate. I informed the Ministers of 
the Marine and of the Finances of this disposi- 
tion, requesting them to insure the execution of 
it as soon as you shall have made known to them 
the name of the vessel and the port from which 
she is to depart. 

I have the honor, sir, to apprize you, that I 
shall forthwith address to you a note, by order of 
His Majesty, on the actual situation of our rela- 
tions with the United States. Please to profit by 
the departure of the vessel to make this known 
to the Federal Government, and permit me also 
to send by that conveyance some despatches to 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty to 
the United States. 

Accept, sir, the assurances, &c. 


CHAMPAGNY. 


Extract—General Armstrong to Mr. Champagny. 


Paris, Sept. 8, 1809. 

I had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s 
letter of the 22d August last, in exposition of the 
principles adopted by His Majesty with regard 
to neutral commerce. I shall hasten to transmit 
a copy of this note to my Government. 
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Extracts—General Armstrong to Mr. Smith, Secretary 
of State. 


Paris, Sept. 16, 1809. 


I received on the 6th instant, on my return 
‘from Holland, two notes from Count Champag- 
‘ny, copies of which I have the honor to enclose. 
‘In one of these you will find an exposition of the 
principles which have governed, and which will 

continue to govern, the conduct of His Majesty, 
with regard to neutral commerce. To this, 
which was offered as a definitive answer to our 
ropositions, I have believed that any reply, be- 
ore { had received the further instructions of the 
President, would have been premature. 

Mr. Laurence arrived at L’Orient on the 9th, 
and Mr. Hazewell at Paris, with your despatch 
of the 11th of August last, on the 13th instant. 
I immediately communicated to Count Cham- 
pagny the President’s proclamation interdicting 
anew all commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain, and gave such 
other explanations as the case appeared to re- 
quire. 


Extract—Count Champagny to General Armstrong. 


ALTENBURG, August 22, 1809. 


I have the honor to address to you a subjoined 
note, which His Majesty has ordered me to send 
to you, and which t lave announced in my last 
despatch. If France does not do at this time all 
that the United States of America can desire, 
your Government will be able to see, that neither 
prejudice nor animosity influences its conduct; 
that it is the effect of its attachment to the prin- 
ciples which the Americans, more than any other 
people, are interested in supporting, and of the 
necessity of reprisals which circumstances im- 
pose. The Emperor will consider as a happy 
event, that which shall enable him to contribute 
to the prosperity of America, in leaving to its 
commerce all the liberty and all the extension 
which can render it flourishing. 


Official note from Count Champagny to General Arm- 
strong. 


A.rensura, August 22, 1809. 


Sir: His Majesty the Emperor, apprized that 
you are to send a vessel to America, has ordered 
me to make known to you the invariable prin- 
ciples which have regulated, and which will reg- 
erat his conduct on the great question of neu- 
trals. 

France admits the principle that the flag covers 
the merchandise. 

A merchant vessel, sailing with all the neces- 
sary papers (avec les expéditions) from its Gov- 
ernment, is a floating colony. To do violence 
to such a vessel, by visits, by searches. and by 
other acts of an arbitrary authority, is to violate 
the territory of a colony ; this is to infringe on 
the independence of its Government. The seas 
do not belong to any nation; they are the common 
property of mankind, and the domain of all. — 

Enemy merchant vessels belonging to individ- 


uals ought to be respected. Individuals who do 
not fight ought not to be made prisoners of war. 
In all her conquests, France has respected pri- 
vate property. The warehouses and the shops 
have remained with their proprietors. They have 
been free to dispose of their merchandises as they 
pleased, and at this moment a greater number 
(convois) of wagons, loaded principally with cot- 
ton, pass through the French armies, through 
Austria and Germany, on their way to such places 
as commerce has directed, 

If France had adopted the usages of maritime 
war, ull the merchandise of the continent of Ey- 
rope would have been accumulated in France. 
and would have become a source of immense 
wealth. Such would have been, without doubt. 
the pretensions of the English, if they had had 
on the Jand that superiority. which they have ob- 
tained at sea. We should have seen, as in the 
times of barbarism, the vanquished sold as slaves 
and their lands parcelled out. Mercantile avidity 
would have usurped everything; and the return 
to barbarous usages would have been the work 
of the Government of a nation who have im- 
proved the arts and civilization. The Govern- 
ment is not ignorant of the injustice of its mari- 
time code. But what signifies to it what is just? 
It only considers what is useful to itself. 

Such are the principles of the Emperor on the 
usages and rights of maritime war. When France 
shall have acquired a marine proportioned to the 
extent of her coasts and her population, the Em- 
peror will put more and more in practice these 
maxims, and will use his endeavors to render the 
adoption of them general. 

The right, or rather the pretension of block- 
ading, by a proclamation, rivers and coasts, is as 
monstrous (oovbltante) as itis absurd. A right 
cannot be derived from the will or the caprice 
of one of the interested parties, but ought to be 
derived from the nature of things themselves. 
A place is not truly blockaded, until it is invested 
by land and by sea; it is blockaded to prevent it 
from receiving the succors which might retard 
its surrender. It is only then that the right of 
preventing neutral vessels from entering it exists; 
for the place so attached is in danger of being 
taken, and the dominion of it is doubtful, and 
contested by the master of the town and him who 
blockades or besieges it. Hence the right of pre- 
venting even neutrals from having access to it. 

The sovereignty and independence of the flag 
are, like the sovereignty and the independence of 
the territory, the property of all neutrals. A State 
may give itself to another, may destroy the act 
of its independence, may change its sovereign; 
but the rights of sovereignty are indivisible and 
unalienable; none org up any part of them. 

England has placed France in a state of block- 


ade. The Emperor, by his decree of Berlin, has 
declared the Britannic isles in a state of blockade. 
The first measure kept neutral vessels at a distance 
from France ; the second has interdicted to them 
England. 

By her Orders in Council of the 11th Novem- 
ber, 1807, England has laid a toll on neutral ves- 
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sels, and has obliged them to pass through her | been, for some time, alike regardless of our neu- 

rts before they should go to the places of their | tral rights, and that they manifest no disposition 
destination. By a decree of the 17th of Decem- | to relinquish, in any degree, their unreasonable 
ber of the same year, the Emperor has declared | pretensions. 
vessels, whose flag shall have been violated, de- You will, also, herewith, receive a copy of a 
graded, trodden under foot. as no longer belong- | letter to Mr. Pinkney, which will show the light 
ing to their nation, (denationalisé.) in which M. Champagny’s letter is viewed by the 
To screen itself from the acts of violence with | President, and, at the same time, the course of 
which this state of things threatened its com- | proceeding prescribed to our Minister in London. 
merce, America laid an embargo in her ports; | You will, of course, understand it to be wished 
and, although France, who had done nothing | that you should ascertain the meaning of the 
more than resort to reprisals, saw her interests | French Government, as to the condition on which 
and the interests of her colonies wounded by this | it has been proposed to revoke the Berlin decree. 
measure, nevertheless, the Emperor applauded this | On the principle which seems to be assumed by 
generous determination of renouncing all com- | M. Champagny, nothing more ought tobe required 
merce, rather than acknowledge the dominion than a recall by Great Britain of her proclama- 
(domination) of the tyrants of the seas. The em- | tion or illegal blockades, which are of a date prior 
bargo has been raised ; a system of exclusion has | to that of the Berlin decree, or a formal declar- 
been substituted for it. The continental Powers, | ation that they are not now in force. Should 
leagued against England, make a common cause; | this be done, and be followed by an annulment 
they aim at the same Object, they will reap the | of all the decrees and orders in chronological or- 
same advantages; they ought alsotoranthesame | der, and Great Britain should afterwards put in 
risks. The ports of Holland, of the Elbe, of the | force old or proclaim new blockades, contrary to 
Weser, of Italy, and of Spain, will not enjoy (ne | the law of nations, it would produce questions 
jouiront) any advantages of which those of France | between her and the United States, which the 
may be deprived. They will both (les uns et les | French Government is bound to leave to the Uni- 
autres) be either open or shut at the same time, | ted States, at least until it shall find it necessary 
tothe commerce of which they may be the object. | to bring forward complaints of an acquiescence 
Thus, sir, France wekiibwledges in principle, | on our part, not consistent with the neutrality 
the liberty of the commerce of neutrals and the | professed by us. 
independence of maritime Powers. She has re- | You will yourself, and, if necessary, you will 
spected them until the moment when the mari- | let the French Government understand, that we 
time tyranny of England (which respected no- | do not consider ourselves bound to contest the 
thing) and the arbitrary acts of its Government | legality of a blockade, which may be conformable 
have foreed her to measures of reprisal, which | to the definitions heretofore maintained by the 
she has adopted, but with reluctance. United States, and particularly to the definition 
Let England revoke her declarations of block- | contained in the treaty of June and October, 1801, 
ale against France; France will revoke her de- | between Great Britain and Russia. However 
cree of blockade against England. Let England | founded the definition of M. Champagny may 
revoke her Orders in Council of the 11th No- | bein reason and general utility, and, consequently, 
vember, 1807; the decree of Milan will fall of | however desirable to be made the established law 
itself, Atmerican commerce will then have re- | on the subject of blockades, a different practice 
gained all its liberty, and it will be sure of find- | has too long prevailed among all nations, France 
ing favor and protection in the ports of France. | as well as others, and is too strongly authenticated 
But it is for the United States, by their firm-| by the writers of admitted authority, to be com- 
ness, to bring on these happy results. Can ana- | bated by the United States. 
tion that wishes to remain free and sovereign | If you should receive from the French Gov- 
even balance between some temporary interests, | ernment explanations proper to be communicated 
and the great interests of its independence, and | to Mr. Pinkney, you will not fail to transmit the 
the maintenance of its honor. of its sovereignty, same to him without delay. And should they 
and of its dignity ? be such as to make it important that Mr. Pinkney 
Please to accept, sir, the assurances of my high | should immediately found thereon an application 
consideration, CHAMPAGNY. tothe British Government, to prepare the way 
_for a repeal of the Berlin decree, you will be 
pleased to hasten the communication to him by 
The Secretary of State to Mr. Armstrong. a special messenger. Whatever the explanations 
Department or Stats, Dec. 1, 1809. | may be, you will, of course, transmit them to this 
Sir: Enclosed you have five copies of the | department, with such other information as may 
President’s Message and of its accompanying | be interesting. With great respect, &c. 
documents, They will afford you a view of the . 
existing s ings i rti . 
the groun — = ake or a ne Pea | Copy of a letter from General Armstrong to Mr. Pink- 
British Minister. You will perceive that the de- | Paes 
lberations of Congress at their present session Paris, January 25, 1810. 
cannot but be embarrassed by the painful con- Str: A letter from Mr. Secretary Smith, of 
sideration that the two principal belligerents have | the Ist of December last, made it my duty to in- 
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Russia, &c.—Blockade of the Baltic. 





a ee eS 
quire of his Excellency the Duke of Cadore, | tion furnished to this Department on the 10th of 
what were the conditions on which His Majesty | January last, by the Chargé des Affaires of Dep. 
the Emperor would annul his decree, commonly | mark, of such parts of the instructions given to 
called the Berlin decree; and whether, if Great | the privateers of that country on the 14th of 
Britain revoked her blockades of a date anterior | September, as were supposed to be most interest. 
to that decree, His Majesty would consent to re- | ing to neutrals, may have some connexion with 
voke the said decree? To these questions I have | the object of the resolution, they are respectfully 
this day received the following answer, which I | submitted. 





hasten to convey to you by a special messenger. R. SMITH. 
ANSWER. 
The only condition required for the revocation, Sr. Pererssurc, May 14, 1809, 


by 4 wee a Emperor, of the decree = It is known to the whole world with what firm. 
Br Coreen rhe eee aZatt| ee Rosia hs lpg pected the gel a 
’ ‘| during the wars of the European Powers. |i js 


or part of France, [such as that from the Elbe to|) 40 with what courage she has defended th, 
Brest, &c.] of a date anterior to that of the afore- | interests of the nations py in peace fo - 
Wee a eaier rhe ee flames of war. Following this invariable princi- 
“ : le, also, during the present rupture with Eug- 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. and, she fully relied that illicit practices would 
not be admitted in the trade with nations in amity 
with us. But as we have learned by experience 
during the last year that the enemy found means, 
through the medium of neutral vessels, of obtain- 
ing the produce he required, and of exchanging 
his own, to his aggrandizement, whereby we were 
lately necessitated to order two snips to be confis- 
cated ; for these causes, finding it indispensable to 
take measures for the prevention of various frauds 
and artifices, we command, 
1st. That ships arriving in our ports shall prove 
the neutrality of the property by the following 
documents, viz: Of the ship, by the pass, the 
ship’s register, the muster-roll, and the log-book. 
Of the cargo, by the charter party, the bills of 
lading, the declaration certificates of origin, if all 
the cargo or part thereof belongs to the captain; 
and by the invoices, if the ship comes from Ame- 
rica or India, or if she be destined for those coun- 
tries. If any of these documents cannot be pro- 
duced by the captain, such ship shall be sent out 
—— of port without being permitted to unload. 
‘ 2d. Ships loaded in part with goods which 
RUSSIA, &c.—BLOCKADE OF THE BALTIC. | shall be proved to be the produce or manufacture 
‘ al of an enemy’s country, shall be detained. The 
[Communicated to the House, January 12, 1810.] | goods shall be confiscated, and sold by public sale 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : for the benefit of the Crown. If more than halt 
I communicate to the House of Representa- | of the cargo consists of such goods, then not only 
tives the report of the Secretary of State on the he cargo, but the ship also shall be confiscated. 


subject of their resolution of the 3d instant. 3d. A pass granted by a neutral, friendly, or 
JAMES MADISON. | allied Power, shall not protect.a captain if 11 be 


discovered that he has acted in opposition there- 
|to; nor if the ship bear a name in the pass dil- 
ferent from that designated in the other docu- 
DepartMENT or Stare, Jan. 14, 1810. | ments, unless proofs of the change of the name. 


The Secretary of State has the honor to report | certified by some established authority of the 
to the President, in conformity to the resolution of | place whence the ship comes, compose part 0! 
the House of Representatives of the 3d instant, | the documents of the said ship, and be presented 
that no information has been received at the De- | to the custom-house. In such case, the captain 
partment of State relative to the blockade of the | is not to be criminated for the difference in the 
ports of the Baltic by France, and of the exclu- | name of the ship. 
sion of neutral vessels by Russia, Sweden, and| 4th. The pass shall not be considered as valid, 
Denmark. As it is presumed, however, that the | should it be discovered that the ship receiving 
enclosed papers, the first a translation of an | such pass was not, when the pass was given, 1n a 
“ Ukase” of the Russian Government, dated on | port of the Power giving the pass. 
the 14th of May, 1809, and the second a transla-| 5th. If there be found on board of any ship 





Extract of a letter from General Armstrong to the 
Secretary of State. 
Paris, January 28, 1810. 

In conformity to the suggestions contained in 
your letter of the Ist of December, 1809, I in- 
quired whether, if Great Britain revoked her 
blockades of a date anterior to the decree, com- 
monly called the Berlin decree, His Majesty the 
Emperor would consent to revoke the said decree? 
To which the Minister answered, that “the only 
condition required for the revocation, by His 
Majesty, of the decree of Berlin, will be a pre- 
vious revocation by the British Government of 
her blockade of France, or part of France [such 
as that from the Elbe to Brest, &c.] of a date an- 
terior to that of the aforesaid decree; and that if 
the British Government would then recall the 
Orders in Council which had occasioned the de- 
cree of Milan, that decree should also be annulled.” 
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January 12, 1810. 
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supercargo, @ captain, or more than one-third of 
the crew, subjects of an unfriendly Power, or if 
the ship have not a muster-roll certified by the 
supreme authority of such neutral place as the 
ship comes from, such ship and cargo shall be 
confiscated, and the crew set at liberty. 

6th. If it be discovered that the ship’s pass 
presented by the captain has been altered or 
forged, such ship and cargo shall be confiscated ; 
the captain shall be prosecuted and proceeded 
with as directed by the laws regarding forgers of 
documents, and the crew set at liberty. 

7th. If duplicate documents be discovered on 
poard of a ship, with different destinations, such 
ship and cargo shall be confiscated. If the cap- 
tain endeavor to justify himself by asserting the 
total loss of his papers, and should not procure 
them, such ship and cargo shall be detained, and 
a reasonable time, considering the distance of the 
place, shall be granted for the producing of them, 
if the captain desires it; on the contrary, should 
the captain be unable to wait, the ship, with the 
cargo, shall be immediately sent out of port. But 
should the captain, on the expiration of the time 
granted him, not produce the papers, the ship and 
cargo shall be confiscated. 

8th. No enemies’ built ships shall be acknowl- 
edged as neutral or friendly, unless there shall be 
among the documents of such ship an act, certi- 
fied by some public court, proving that the sale 
or transfer was made before the declaration of 
war. In any other case, the ship and cargo shall 
be confiscated. 

9h. If the proprietor or master of the ship, 
being born subjects of an unfriendly Power,should 
have a pass from a neutral or friendly Power, 
such pass shall not protect them until they prove 
nathey became subjects of, and settled in the ter- 
ritories of, a neutral or friendly Power before the 
declaration of the war; otherwise, they shall be 
sent away with their ships, without being per- 
mitted to take return cargoes. 

COUNT ROMANZOFF. 





Regulations for vessels commissioned as Privateers, 
dated 
Renspore, September 14, 1807. 

Section 1. Defines the qualifications for priva- 
teers, 

2. Form of commission. 

3. Regulates the security to be given by the 
owner. 

4. It is the duty of every one, thus lawfully 
commissioned, to take and bring in for adjudica 
tion all ships and vessels belonging to the British 
Crown or to British subjects, and he may also 
bring in for examination all such ships and ves- 
sels as may render themselves suspicious by a 
deviation from some of those in section nine, 
wn definitions, and in whose papers he finds a 
founded suspicion that they do not belong to sub- 
jects of friendly or neutral Powers; and he may 
further bring in for examination all such ships 
and vessels as, at the commencement of hostili- 
lies, Were British property, notwithstanding they 
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may have been, by later purchase or contract, 
made over to subjects of other nations; except by 
regular papers, passports, and sea-letters, it satis- 
factorily appears that they have been in some 
friendly or neutral port after they had ceased to 
be British property. 

5. Orders respect to be paid to the territory of 
neutral or friendly Powers, and such territory is 
considered to extend to one sea league from the 
land. 

6. As we recognise it to be a fundamental prin- 
ciple, never to be departed from, that a free ship 
makes the goods on board free also, so do we 
strictly forbid our cruisers, commissioned as pri- 
vateers, to detain any vessel belonging to friendl 
or neutral Powers, be the cargo whose it will, 
provided the ship’s papers are in proper order, and 
no part of the cargo contraband of war, bouad to 
a port or place under the British dominion. 

7. As free ships make free the goods on board, 
so do enemy’s ships make the cargo hostile, un- 
less it clearly appears that they are the property 
of neutrals, Joaded before the commencement of 
the war, or before the war was known at the 
place at which it was taken on board, and before 
the papers of the vessel were expedited. 

8. The papers which, according to the sixth 
article, ought to be on board in due form, are (a,) 
a sea-pass; (b,) the proof of the carpenter as to 
the building of the vessel ; (c,) a register and cer- 
tificate of measurement ; (d,) a muster-roll ; (e,) 
a clearance ; (f,) a charter-party or bills of lad- 
ing ; (g,) and, for such vessels as have passed the 
Sound, a clearance from Elsinore. Every ship 
or vessel which has so passed, and is found with- 
out such clearance, will be condemned as lawful 
prize to the captor,—Royal Plaiat dal. Copen- 
hagen, 14th November, 1807. 

9. As good prize will be considered all vessels 
which belong to the Crown of Great Britain or 
to British subjects, in whatever part of the world 
they reside. Further, shall, after due investiga- 
tion, according to the particular circumstances 
of the case, be condemned as good prize: (a,) all 
vessels which shall be found at sea without a sea- 
pass ; or (b,) when the pass or other documents 
are found to be false; (c,) when they are found 
in a course different from that expressed in their 
pass, unless forced thereto by storms, bad weather, 
pursuit of an enemy, or other accidents or distress, 
which must be proved by the journal; (d,) when 
loaded wholly or in part with contraband of war, 
which, on investigation, shall be destined to a 
British port; (e,) when a vessel is detained, or 
about to be detained, by a privateer, offers resist- 
ance; (f,) such ships or vessels as shall approach 
a squadron blockading a Danish town, port, or 
province, in order to trade with it or to carry it 
provisions. 

10. Enumerate the articles which constitutes 
contraband of war. 

11. Direets the conduct to be observed at sea 
towards ships belonging to neutral or friendly 
Powers; the privateer, in case of suspicion only, 
to board such vessels. 

12. The crews of privateers are forbidden to 
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break open any drawer, trunk, or package, or any 
part of the cargo; but, in case of suspicion of 
contraband of war, they may require of the mas- 
ter of the neutral ship to open himself, with the 
assistance of his own people, unless he should 
refer to be carried into port for examination. 
Prescrites penalty for acting contrary. 

13. Conduct to be observed towards vessels 
detained until they reach port. 

14, All prizes to be sent into Danish or Nor- 
wegian ports, under the penalty of forfeiture of 
the commission ; distress of weather, pursuit of 
an enemy, &c., excepted. 

15. Regulates the examination and first pro- 
ceedings in the case of a vessel carried in, and of 
the officer whose duty it is to attend thereto; the 
act of examination duly attested, and a lawful 
inventory of the cargo and ship to be sent to the 
prize court. 

16. Regulates the duty of the prize court, &c. 
In giving judgment, all circumstances to be duly 
considered; but no other letter or papers to be 
produced as evidence against the vessel or cargo, 
except such as were actually found on board at 
the time of its detention. 

17. Provides a prize court for every province 
in Denmark and Norway, and one for each of 
the Duchies. 

18. Respect appeals to the High Court of Ad- 

miralty. 
19, When a privateer detains a vessel without 
any of those justifiable causes before mentioned, 
all reasonable expenses and damages arising 
therefrom, must be made good by such priva- 
teers; but if the detained vessel shall not be fur- 
nished with regular papers, the capturing vessel 
shall be acquitted from all the consequences of 
such detention. 

20. Provides for the sale at public auction of 
all prizes condemned, deducting from the pro- 
ceeds of the sale one per cent., for the use of the 
marine hospital at Copenhagen; exempts from 
duty, tonnage, and all other charges, vessels, and 
cargoes detained. 

21. Directs the crews of vessels condemned as 
a prize, if British subjects, to be sent to the near- 
est fortress, there to be considered as prisoners of 
war; and such as are subjects of friendly or neu- 
tral Powers, to be delivered to the Consuls of 
their respective nations. 

22. Directs a copy of these regulations to be 
on board every privateer. 

Given in our city and fortress of Rensburg, 
the 14th September, 1807. 


DENMARK. 


[Communicated to the House, January 12, 1810.] 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I communicate to the House of Representa- 
tives the report of the Secretary of State on the 
subject of their resolution of the 6th of Decem- 
ber last. JAMES MADISON. 
January 12, 1810. 
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Department or Stare, Jan. 12, 1810, 

The Seeretary of State respectfully reports to 
the President of the United States, agreeably to 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 6th of December, 1809, that the enclosed pa. 
pers, from A to E, contain, in substance, the ip. 
formation which has been received at this office 
respecting seizures, captures, and condemnations 
of ships and merchandise of the citizens of the 
United, States, under the authority of the Goy. 
ernment of Denmark. 

A. A memorial of sundry Americans at Chris. 
tiansand to the President of the United States, 

B. Translation of an extract of a letter from 
Peter Isaacsen, lately appointed Consul of the 
United States at Christiansand, to the Presiden: 
of the United States, dated August 11, 1809. 

C. List of American vessels, which have beep 
carried into the ports of Denmark and Norway, 
received from Mr. Saabye, Consul of the United 
States at Copenhagen. 

D. Extraet from a letter of Mr. Saabye to the 
Secretary of State, dated August 1, 1809. 

E. Resolutions and memorial of merchants of 
Philadelphia. 

The Secretary also respectfully reports to the 
President, that information had been received at 
this office, within the period embraced by the 
resolution referred to, of the capture of American 
vessels by those of Great Britain, under various 
pretexts, viz: for dealing by bills of exchange, in 
an enemy’s country, for colonial produce, viola- 
ting the British Orders in Council of January 
and November, 1807; for infringing the blockade 
of Martinique; for being engaged in the Vera 
Cruz and colonial carrying trade, and of the sei- 
zure of some American vessels at Curagoa, at 
Ceylon, and in China, for reasons not distinctly 
stated. It is to be observed, however, that the 
papers in this office afford but a very imperfect 
account of the British captures of American pro- 
perty, and it is for this reason that a detail is not 
attempted in this report, more particularly as n0 
official accounts have been received on which to 
ground one. 

The Secretary begs leave likewise to state to 
the President that within the period embraced by 
the resolution, property to a considerable amount, 
belonging to citizens of the United States, has 
been captured and seized by the French, for vio- 
lations of the Berlin and Milan decrees, and under 
other pretexts; that, im some instances, the mer- 
chant vessels of the United States have been 
burnt at sea by French cruisers, and, in others, 
the indemnity of the vessels and property has 
been purchased by the means of bills of exchange, 
drawn by the captains of the American vessels 
upon their owners, at a rate imposed by the cap- 
tors. The accompanying statement of Americad 
vessels, condemned by the Imperial Council o 
Prizes at Paris, from the 18th December, 1806, (0 
the 26th May, 1809, received from Mr. Warden. 
acting as Consul of the United States at Paris, 
more particularly explains the grounds of Frenca 
captures. 

t is to be observed, however. as to many of these 
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Se 

acts, that they can no otherwise be considered 

as having been done uuder the authority of those 

Governments, than that the vessels committing 

them were under their flags. 
Respectfully submitted. 

R, SMITH. 





A Memorial from sundry Americans at Christiansand, 
July, 19, 1809. 


CuRISTIANSAND, July 19, 1809. 
To his Excellency, James Manison, Esq. President of 
the United States of North America: the memorial 
of the undersigned captains and supercargoes, citi- 
zens of the United States, respectfully showeth : 

That in the prosecution of our several voyages, 
undertaken with the sanction of our Government, 
and consequently (as we are bound to believe) 
not only conformably to its laws, but also fair 
and legal, as they respect the treaties existing be- 
tween the United States and the Court of Den- 
mark; and although we had severally attached 
to our Ships all those official documents required 
by our laws, which were, at the time of our sailing 
from the United States, issued by the several col- 
lectors, and other equally constituted authorities, 
for the purpose of proving the national character 
of our vessels and cargoes; that, nevertheless, we 
have been (whilst alike unsuspicious of insult or 
injury, and unprepared to resist either,) forcibly 
intercepted in the prosecution of our voyages, 
by the privateers of Norway, acting under com- 
missions from His Majesty the King of Den- 
mark, and brought into the several ports of this 
Kingdom, to the great injury of the citizens of 
the United States, whose property we represent, 
and violation of those rights, due to neutrals in 
general, but more especially to us, whose Govern- 
ernment uniformly has respected with the most 
sacred fidelity the rights of others. 

Your memorialists beg leave to call your Ex- 
celleney’s attention to the annexed list, by which 
you will observe, that —— vessels, with cargoes 
to the amount of —— dollars, exclusive of freight 
and charges, have been detained here, some nearly 
three months, the others less, as will appear from 
said list; and that several have been condemned 
under pretexts the most degrading to our national 
flag and character, and apparently the most des- 
litute either of reason or justice. As individuals, 
we have experienced a degree of incivility the 
more distressing, as we have seen the captain of 
a vessel bearing the English flag, an avowed 
enemy of the country, when captured and brought 
in here, meet with treatment in every respect dif- 
ferent, and even respectful. In some cases, where 
the most trifling inaccuracy could not be discov- 
ered in our ships’ papers, we have found them, 
when out of our possesion, mutilated and defaced. 
In some instances, our people have been tempted 
with bribes, and threatened with punishments, to 
induce their giving false testimony against our 
property. In those cases which have been adju- 


dicated, all the proceedings are in the Danish 
language, (with which your memorialists are un- 
acquainted,) and we have been invariably refused 








either a copy of those proceedings, or even of the 
particular charges against us, unti! what they eall 
the trial was over, and the judgment passed, by 
which the property of citizens of the United 
States was condemned, It is not the least of our 
present misfortunes, that, in addition to the de- 
tention and condemnation of our property, our 
several crews are thrown upon us for support, 
without any other provision made for them by 
this Government than that of their entering into 
its service on board of their national gunboats, or 
privateers, at the same time that our ships’ pro- 
visions are in many cases almost, and in others 
altogether, exhausted, and the impoverished state 
of the country such, thata supply for the approach- 
ing winter is at least precarious, if not absolutely 
unobtainable. 

_ Your memorialists beg leave to lament, that, 
in the Kingdom of Norway, the United States 
have not either Consul or commercial agent to 
whom, in circumstances so novel, unprecedented, 
and distressing, we could apply, either for pecu- 
niary aid, advice, or protection; and that our dis- 
tance from Copenhagen is so great, and the com- 
munication, in consequence of the war with Swe- 
den and England, so precarious and uncertain, 
that Mr. Saabye, our Consul at that Court, has it 
not in his power, even if he were disposed to ren- 
der us that aid which we require under those cir- 
cumstances; and because Mr. Saabye, although 
well apprized of our situation, has not taken those 
steps which were certainly in his power to alle- 
viate them. We have thought it our duty, and 
for our interest, to solicit the friendship and pro- 
tection of Peter Isaacsen, Esq. of this place, and 
to which he has generously acceded; in conse- 
quence of which, we have appointed him, by an 
instrument, (a copy of which is annexed,) Agent 
for the United States in this place, until your 
Excellency’s pleasure is known; and we cannot 
omit this opportunity of recommending this gen- 
tleman as possessing that honor, talent, and in- 
tegrity, and independence, both of sentiment and 
fortune, which in a distinguished manner quali- 
fies him for your Excellency’s appointment as 
Consul for the United States in the Kingdom of 
Norway. 

Your memorialists have further to represent, 
that the apparent breach of hospitality and faith, 
on the part of the Court of Deamark, of which 
we now complain, is assigned by those consti- 
tuted powers, with whom they have had an op- 
portunity of conversing, to circumstances which 
your memoralists are fearful are too true, namely, 
that many of our citizens have, especially during 
eighteen months last past, been engaged in a com- 
merce, violating alike the laws of the United 
States and those of the belligerents, and which 
has been carried on under false papers procured 
in England, and under the mask of the Ameri- 
can flag. Of the truth of which allegation, your 
memorialists have to their sorrow seen one proof 
in the case of the ship Romulus of Boston, 
which was brought into this port, and very prop- 
erly condemned in last May. It is further alleged, 
and we think it not improbable, that latterly the 
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English have built their ships as much as pos- 
sible to resemble the Americans, and with them 
have been carrying on an extensive trade, es- 
pecially to Archangel and the Baltic, under the 
American flag, and with American papers of 
English manufacture. How far these unwarrant- 
able frauds may have been practised, and how 
they are in future to be prevented, will doubtless 
engross your Excellency’s attention, and the more 
especially as this is made a ground of suspicion, 
operating egainst all American vessels, and on 
the strength of which (we are led to believe) 
those condemnations which have taken place 
here are almost exclusively founded. 

Your memorialists further represent, that all 
the ports from Bayonne to the Weser (as we un- 
derstand) are in a state of the most rigorous 
blockade ; from which your memorialists infer, 
that, as the activity of the privateers here evi- 
dently increases with the growing extent of their 
depredations on our unprotected property, a great 
raat of those ships which were bound for, 

ut cannot enter, the ports of Holland, while 
seeking for a place of security and a market in 
Sweden and the Baltic, will add alarmingly to 
our unfortunate number, and increase the amount 
of property here (already much too great for the 
faint hopes your memorialists entertain of its re- 
covery) to a sum not merely affecting the in- 
terests of individuals, but such as will be alarm- 
ingy felt in the Treasury of the United States. 
our memorialists would further represent, 
that in all the cases of condemnation which have 
taken place here, the captain, representing the 
property, has appealed to the High Court of Ad- 
miralty at Christiana; and as a strong demon- 
stration of the expectation of the people of Nor- 
way, and the disposition of its Government, in 
all those cases where the court have declared the 
property neutral, the voyage fair, and the cap- 
ture of course illegal; and although the injured 
American has nevertheless been adjudged to pay 
the captor from four to six hundred rix-dollars, 
for proving his innocence and neutrality, yet 
the captors have also appealed to the same high 
court, without being compelled by law to give us 
bonds for the consequences of such further de- 
tention. 

Your memorialists doubt not, nor can your 
Excellency doubt, after an examination of the ac- 
companying document, that every American ves- 
sel in Norway, together with those who may be 
expected, will share in the same fate; but when 
the appeals will be ultimately tried, whether in 
one month, or in one year, or, peradventure, the 
next century, your memorialists have not, with 
all their anxiety to ascertain a fact so much in- 
volving their interests, been able to learn. 

Finally, your memorialists beg leave to assure 
your Excellency, that, unwilling to trouble or 
alarm our Government until every means in our 
power had been tried, which could tend to render 
this very unpleasant alternative unnecessary, we 
have applied repeatedly to our Consul at Copen- 
hagen, who answers that he feels for our situa- 
tion, but could not render us any assistance, but 
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observed that the higher courts of Norway would 
not fail to do us justice. To the laws of Nor. 
way we have appealed, but with the hopes al. 
ready expressed in this memorial. Thus situated 
we forbear to color a simple representation, of 
itself so gloomy and degrading, that, except in 
this single instance, will at all apply to the his. 
tory of the civilized world, to the citizens of any 
free, brave, and powerful nation. Strangers, 
therefore, in a foreign country, dispossessed of 
our property, in the power of a people who have 
arrested our vessels and cargoes, who if they 
know, do not appear to respect those salutary 
laws recognised for ages, and necessary for the 
safe and honorable intercourse of mankind, with 
upwards of four hundred of our seamen depend- 
ing on us for protection and bread, without hay. 
ing the ability to extend to them the one, or pro- 
cure for them the other—we supplicate most 
earnestly and respectfully your Excellency’s in- 
terposition in such a manner as your wisdom 
shall approve; and we do this with the fullest 
confidence that such measures as your Excellency 
may adopt for the recovery of our property, the 
security of our rights, and the vindication of our 
national honor, will be as distinguished for their 
promptitude, firmness, and decision, as the treat- 
ment of which we complain is remarkable for its 
novelty, severity, and injustice. 

We beg your Excellency to accept the assur 
ance of our respectful and high consideration. 

[Signed, &c.] 





B.—Translation of an extract of a letter from Peter 
Isaacsen to the President of the United States. 


Avaust 11, 1809. 

Atatime at which nearly all the European 
Powers are engaged in war, and not the colors 
of a single nation are respected ; at which priva- 
teering, molestation, and capturing have become 
as customary as they, in times of peace, were 
considered as against the laws of nations, and ab- 
horred by all civilized States; at which con- 
merce and navigation are everywhere interrupt- 
ed, cr, rather to say, destroyed; atsuch a time, it 
has happened, after the navigation of the United 
States of America was renewed, that several 
American merchant ships, bound from thence to 
the north of Europe, have been detained on their 
voyage by Norway privateers in the North Seas, 
and carried into ports of Norway, where, at the 
present time, are already the number of twenty- 
six of such vessels, partly here at Christiansand, 
and partly in the neighboring harbors. 

Under these circumstances, the captains of 
those vessels, as well as the supercargoes, have 
found it expedient to choose a general commis- 
sioner, who was able to direct their business here, 
give them advice and assistance during their 
aay here, and, in the whole, who was able to 
fulfil all the functions of a Consul. I am unan- 
imously elected by them, being a merchant and 
Danish citizen at this place. 

Persuaded of the most perfect neutrality of the 
United States of America with all the belliger- 
ent Powers and that its Government always has 
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with my Sovereign, the King of Denmark, and 
his dominions ; under the supposition that Ameri- 
can subjects neither can nor will permit them- | 
selves any actions contrary to the positive laws, 
and which are not consistent with the most per- | 
fect neutrality; in consequence of this, I found 
myself in duty bound not to deny them that as- 
sistance of which they stand so much in need, in 
a country where they were altogether strangers, 


These motives have determined myself, for the 
first, annex the functions of a Consul and Com- 
missioner, which has enabled me, to my great 
satisfaction, to find that my expectations, with | 
regard to the lawful business of the American 
subjects and the justice of their cases, have not 
been aeniett unfounded, and, in behalf of this, I 
do myself the honor to give the following sub- 
missive account, 

Twenty-six vessels have been brought in here, 
of which eighteen have already undergone trial. 
Of these, eight have been cleared, and ten have 
been condemned as lawful prizes, for reasons that, 
in the ship’s papers, have been found suspicious 
circumstances, Viz: 

The erasing or altering of the date in the sea- 
letter, the want of the signature of the Secre- 
tary of State in the sea-letter, and that they not 
altogether have been conformable with each 
other, &e. 

And further, it has been observed that, among 
the several ships’ documents, has every where 
been wanting the charter-party, which, accord- 
ing to the regulations for privateers, are ordered 
to be found on board of every neutral vessel, | 
which want has occasioned that the court of | 
prizes has awarded the privateers to the expenses 
of the captures. 

Those diflerent sentences have produced the 
appeals to the High Court of Admiralty at Chris- 
tiana, established there for the kingdom of Nor- 
way, either by the captains whose vessels have 
been condemned, or by the privateers against 
those vessels which have been liberated, which 
procedures will occasion further delay, expenses, | 
and loss for the captured. 

[hope that the most, if not all, the cases ap- 
pealed to the High Court of Admiralty, will be 
decided in favor of the American captains; in 
consequence of this, I have proposed to the Gov- 
ernment, if the privateers who have appealed, | 





being mostly but poor pilots and fishermen, ought | 
not to be ordered to give security for the unne- | 
cessary delay, and loss, and damages derived 
from it, and which the American captains fur- 
ther might have to suffer ; or, if this security was 
not given, then it might be permitted them im- 
mediately to proceed on their voyages; but I 
have received neither answer nor resolution 
thereupon. 

In the present situation of things exists, con- 
sequently, no remedy to lighten the burden of 
the captains, or procure clearances for their ships 
and cargoes, but to wait for the success of the 
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| expected resolution upon my proposal, or for the 


event of the sentence of the High Court of Ad- 
miralty in appealed cases; in the mean time, I 
shall not fail to procure the cases of the captains 


| pleaded, and in the whole observe their interest 


as well as possible. 

Permit me further to make the following ob- 
servations: 

In the same manner as the treacherous be- 
haviour of England towards Denmark has occa- 
sioned the war between these two Powers, in the 
same manner has our Government considered 
privateering as one of the most useful means to 
hurt the enemy in his navigation and commerce. 
At the same time, it gives a material interest to 
the privateers themselves, especially in a period 
at which our own navigation and commerce lay 
at rest, and the mariners have no other means 
of getting their living; consequently, the priva- 
teers can in fact not be blamed to make use of 
their privileges and permission, by every oppor- 
tunity, and | might dare to say that the captur- 
ing of neutral vessels, according to political prin- 
ciples, might be excused, having had several 
instances, that vessels of such nations, which, 
conforming to the famous Berlin decree, ought 
not to sail for England, or to be in any commer- 
cial connexion with it, nevertheless have, by the 
help of fictitious and counterfeited papers, fa- 
vored the commerce of that country, especially 
since the commencement of war between Den- 
mark, by carrying those articles to England of 
which it stood in absolute want to keep up the 
war. 

It is therefore nearly adopted as a common 
principle, not to respect the colors of any nation 
on the ocean, under the supposition that as well 
the colors as the documents might be fictitious 
and false, and that the cargoes might be, direct 
or indirect, destined for the enemies of Denmark. 
This principle has been the more justified by 
having found, at the examination of several cap- 
tured vessels, that they were not only provided 
with a double set of papers, but sailed, besides, 
under British licenses. 

[Here follows a list of American ships, which 
have been carried in by privateers. | 


D.—Extract of a letter from Mr. Saabye to the Sec- 
retary of State. 
Aveust 1, 1809. 
I am fortunate enough to be able to inform you 


| of a Royal order given to-day, by which all priva- 


teers are ordered back into port, and all privateer 
ing prohibited, except about Heligoland. 


E.—Resolutions of several merchants, &c. of Philadel- 
phia, respecting Danish captures. 
PuiLavevpuia, October, 19, 1809. 

At a meeting of the merchants and under- 
writers of this city, interested in the vessels and 
property captured in Europe by Danish cruisers, 
held this day at the Merchants’ Coffee House, the 
following resolutions were unaninously agreed 
to: 
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Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 

repare a representation to the President of the 
United States, of the facts and circumstances at- 
tending the late enormous and alarming depre- 
dations committed by Danish cruisers on the 
property of citizens of the United States lawfully 
navigating the high seas, and actually destined 
for ports in Denmark, Sweden, or Russia: 

And of the vexatious proceedings and unjust 
condemnation of such property, in courts acting 
under the authority of Denmark, not only in 
violation of the law of nations, (in the mainten- 
ance and defence of which that Government has 
hitherto been distinguished,) but in contempt of 
those documents and evidences of neutrality, 
which have hitherto been deemed sufficient: 

Respectfully requesting that such measures 
may be speedily adopted as the wisdom of the 
Executive may devise, and the magnitude and 
emergency of the case require: 

Resolved, That the committee be instructed to 
collect all the testimony which the nature of the 
case may require, or the parties interested may 
furnish, together with satisfactory evidences of 
the neutrality of the property, and the other doc- 
uments which accompanied it in each case, with 
the nature and amount of their several claims: 

That the memorial be signed by the parties 
interested, and, ee with a certified copy of 
the proceedings of this meeting, (signed by the 
chairman,) be forwarded, without delay to the 
Secretary of State, to be laid before the Pres- 
ident: 

That the Chairman, T. Fitzsimons, W. Jones, 
Henry Pratt, Stephen Girard, and Charles Pleas- 
ants, be a committee. 


THOS. FITZSIMONS, Chairman. 


To James Manison, President of the United States ; 
the memorial of the subscribers, merchants and un- 
derwriters of the city of Philadelphia, respectfully 
represents : 


That, during the present year, and since’ the 
expiration of the embargo laws, your memorial- 
ists have fitted out and loaded or insured several 
vessels with valuable cargoes, destined for the 
ports or countries in amity with the United 
States, and not known to be under blockade or 
any restriction that would render the admis- 
sion of American vessels hazardous ; that some 
of those vessels having departed from the United 
States previous to the proclamation which took 
off the restriction from the ports of the United 
Kingdoms and their dependencies, took clearances 
for a permitted port in Europe, but were actually 
destined for a port in Russia, or some one in Den- 
mark or Sweden. 

That, notwithstanding their being furnished 
with all the documents and evidences of the neu- 
tral character of both vessels and cargoes, in every 
instance in which they have been met with by 
Danish cruisers they have been captured and sent 
into the ports, under the dominion of that nation, 
and, w.th their cargoes, have been condemned, 
(with very few exceptions;) and even when ac- 


quitted, the sentences have been appealed from 
so as to prevent a restitution of the property, and 
at the last advices the whole was detained 1, 
abide the sentenceof the superior tribunals. Tha; 
from the destruction or dilapidations of the pa- 
pers by the captors, as wellas from other circum. 
stances, ee memorialists have too much reasop 
to apprehend an unfavorable issue of the cases: 
and that, if the property should be distributed, no 
subsequent determination would enable them to 
recover its value, the captors being, as they un. 
oe generally without property or respon. 
sibility. 

That, besides the vessels and cargoes enume- 
rated and specified in the schedule transmitted by 
your memorialists to the Department of State, 
there is certain information that a great number 
of vessels belonging to other ports of the United 
States have been ye taaee and are under like 
circumstances with those of your memorialists, 
and likely to share the sume fate. 

Under these circumstances, and considering the 
magnitude of the object, your memorialists pre. 
sume to hope for the interference of Government 
in their behalf, by dispatching a public vessel, and 
a person to represent the case to the Danish Goy- 
ernment, or such other measures as the wisdom ot 
the President may deem proper, which with the 
proofs ready to be adduced by your memorialists, 
warrant the aes that the property would 
be restored.—[ Signed, &c. ] 

[Here follows a statement of American vessels 
condemned by the Imperial Council of Prizes at 
Paris, from the 18th of December, 1806, to the 
26th of May, 1809.] 


MARITIME JURISDICTION. 


[Communicated to the House, February 1, 1810.] 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I lay before the House a report.of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, conformably to their reso- 
lution of January 18, 1810. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Fesrvuary 1, 1810, 





Treasury Department, Jan. 30, 1810. 


Sir: I have the honor, in conformity with the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
18th instant, to transmit copies of the instructions 
issued at several times by this Department, with 
respect to foreign armed ships or vessels within 
the waters of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your obedient servant, 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Presipent of the U, States. 


Instructions. 


No. 1. 
Treasury Department, April 23, 1793. 


Sir: You will find enclosed the copy of a pro- 


clamation lately issued by the President of the 
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| tions is, of course, 
| payment of the duties imposed by law on goods, 
| wares, and merchandise imported, and on the ton- 


_ lege will not extend to any of the other belliger- | 
| ent Powers, being contrary to the seventeenth | 
. and twenty-second articles of our treaty with | cles which are deemed contraband by the modern 
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United States, respecting the war at present ex- | apprehend that our intercourse with them might 
isting between certain Powers of Europe therein | be interrupted, -and our disposition for peace 
named. | drawn into question by the suspicions too often 

The preservation of the peace of the country | entertained by. belligerent nations. It seemed, 
isso very important to its interests, and that must | therefore, to be my duty to admonish our citizens 
depend so materially upon the conformity of the | of the consequences of a contraband trade, and of 
concuct of our citizens to the spirit which is man- | hostile acts to any of the parties; and to obtain, 


 jfested by the proclamation, that it is deemed par- | by a declaration of the existing legal state of 


ticularly interesting to receive the earliest and | things, an easier admission of our right tothe im- 
most exact advice of every appearance in any , munities belonging to our situation. Under these 
quarter which may seem to contravene the inten- | impressions, the proclamation, which will be laid 
tion of the Government in this respect. | before you, was issued. 

I therefore request that you will keep an ob-| “In this posture of affairs, both new and deli- 
servant eye upon whatever passes in your district | cate, [ resolved to adopt general rules, which 
having reference to the object of the proclama- | should conform to the treaties, and assert the 
tion; and, if anything comes under your notice | privileges of the United States. These were re- 
inconsistent with it, that you will immediately | duced into a system, which will be communica- 


communicate it to the Attorney of the United tedtoyou. Although I have not thought myself 


States for the judicial district comprehending at liberty to forbid the sale of the prizes, permit- 
your district, and to me. ted by our treaty of commerce with France to 
The building of vessels calculated and fitted | be brought into our ports, I have not refused to 


| for war is a circumstance which will merit par- | cause them to be restored when they were taken 
| ticular attention, as much danger may be appre- | within the protection of our territory, or by ves- 
' hended from that quarter. I am, sir, &c. | sels commissioned or equipped in a warlike form 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON. | within the limits of the United States.” 
The Cottecror of Customs. | By the President of the United States of America. 


. 

No. 2. | Whereas it appears thata state of war exists 
Treasury Department, May 30, 1793. | between Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Great Brtain, 
Sir: It being the opinion of the Executive | and the United Netherlands, of the one part, 
that there is no general law of the land prohibit- | and France on the other; and the duty and in- 
ing the entry and sale of goods captured by for- | terest of the United States require, that they 
eign Powers at war, and, consequently, that such | should with sincerity and good faith adopt and 
entry and sale are lawful, except in cases where | pursue a conduct friendly and impartial toward 

a prohibition is to be found in the treaties of the | the belligerent Powers: 


A PROCLAMATION. 


United States, it becomes the duty of this De- I have, therefore, thought fit by these presents 
| partment to inake known to you that the entry of | to declare the disposition of the United States to 


vessels captured and brought into our ports by | observe the conduct aforesaid towards those 
the ships of war and privateers of France and of | Powers respectively; and to exhort and warn the 


| their cargoes, is to be received in the same man- | citizens of the United States carefully to avoid 
ber, under the same regulations, and upon the 


| all acts and proceedings whatsoever, which may 

samé conditions, as that of vessels and their car-|in any manner tend to contravene such dis- 
goes which are not oe One of these condi- | position. 

the payment or securing the | And I do hereby also make known, that who- 

soever of the citizens of the United States shall 

| render himself liable to punishment or forfeiture 

nage of ships and vessels. Bat the same privi- | under the law of nations, by committing, aiding, 

|or abetting hostilities against any of the said 

Powers, or by carrying to any of them those arti- 


France. Iam, &c. usage of nations, will not receive the protection 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. | of the United States, against such punishment or 

To Cotiecrors of Customs. | forfeiture; and further, that I have.given instruc- 

tions to those officers, to whom it belongs, to 

'cause prosecutions to be instituted against all 

No. 3. | persons who shall, within the cognizance of the 

Proclamation of Neutrality. (courts of the United States, violate the laws of 

Communicated to Congress December 3d, 1793, and | nations, with respect to the Powers at war, or 
referred to in the Message of the President of the | any of them. 

United States of that date, of which the following is| In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 

an extract : the United States of America to be affixed 

“As soon as the war in Europe had embraced | [v. s.] to these presents, and signed the same 


_ those Powers with whom the United States have with my hand. 


the most extensive relations, there was reason to| Done at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty- 
llth Con. 2d Sess.—68 
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second day of April, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, and of the Independence of the 
United States of Americathe seventeenth. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
By the President: 
Tu. JEFFERSON. 





Instructions to the Collectors of the Customs. 
Puivavevpuia, August, 4, 1793. 


Str: It appearing that repeated contraventions 
of our neutrality have taken place in the ports of 
the United States, without having been discover- 
ed in time for prevention or remedy, [ have it in 
command from the President to address to the 
collectors of the respective districts a particular 
instruction on the subject. 

It is expected that the officers of the customs 
in each district will, in the course of their official 
functions, have a vigilant eye upon whatever 
may be passing within the ports, harbors, creeks, 
inlets, and waters, of such distriet, of a nature to 
contravene the laws of neutrality, and, upon dis- 
covery of anything of the kind, will give imme- 
diate notice to the Governor of the State, and to 
the attorney of the judicial district comprehending 
the district of the customs within which any 
such contravention may happen. 

To assist the judgment of the officers on this 
head, I transmit herewith a schedule of rules 
concerning sundry particulars which have been 
adopted by the President, as deductions from the 
laws of neutrality,established and received among 
nations, Whatever shall be contrary to these rules 
will, of course, be to be notified as above men- 
tioned. 

There are some other points which, pursuant 
to our treaties, and the determination of the Ex- 
ecutive, I ought to notice to you. 

If any vessel of either of the Powers at war 
with France should bring or send within your 
district a re made of the subjects, people, or 
property of France, it is immediately to be noti- 
fied to the Governor of the State, in order that 
measures may be taken, pursuant to the 17th 
article of our treaty with France, to oblige such 
vessel and _ her prize, or such prize, when sent in 
without the capturing vessel, to depart. 

No privateer of any of the Powers at war with 
France, coming within a district of the United 
States, can, by the 22d article of our treaty with 
France, enjoy any other privilege than that of 
pocennnnns such victuals as shall be necessary for 

ver going to the next port of the Prince or State 
from which she has her commission. If she 
should do anything beside this, it is immediately 
to be reported to the Governor, and the attorney 
of the district. You will observe, by the rules 
transmitted, that the term privateer is understood 
not to extend to vessels armed for merchandise 
and war, commonly called with us letters of 
marque, nor, of course, to vessels of war in the 
immediate service of the Government of either 
of the Powers at war. 

No armed vessel which has been or shall be 
originally fitted out in any port of the United 
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States, by either of the parties at war, is hence. 
forth to have asylum in any district of the Up). 
ted States. If any such armed vessel shall ap- 
pear within your district, she is immediately {, 
be notified to the Governor, and attorney of th, 
district, which is also to be done in respect to any 

rize that such armed vessel shall bring or sen 
in. At foot is a list of such armed vessels of the 
above description as have hitherto come to the 
knowledge of the Executive. 

The purchasing within, and exporting from 
the United States, by way of merchandise, ari. 
cles commonly called contraband, being gener. 
ally warlike instruments and military stores, js 
free to all the parties at war, and is not to be jp. 
terfered with. If our own citizens undertake 
carry them to any of those parties, they will be 
abandoned to the penalties which the laws o/ 
war authorize. 

You will be particularly careful to observe 
and to notify as directed in other instances, the 
ease of any citizen of the United States who 
shall be found in the service of either of the pur. 
ties at war. 

In case any vessel shall be found in the act o/ 
contravening any of the rules or principles which 
are the ground of this instruction, she is to be re. 
fused a clearance until she shall have complied 
with what the Governor shall have decided in 
reference to her. Care, however, is to be taken 
in this, not unnecessarily or unreasonably to en- 
barrass trade, or to vex any of the parties con- 
cerned. 

In order that contraventions may be the better 
ascertained, it is desired that the officer who shall 
first go on board any vessel arriving within you 
distriet, shall make an accurate survey of her 
then condition as to military equipment, to be 
forthwith reported to you; and that, prior to her 
clearance, a like survey be made, that any trans- 
gression of the rules laid down may be ascer- 
tained. 

But, as the propriety of any such inspection o! 
a vessel of war in the immediate service of the 
Government of a foreign nation is not without 
question in reference to the usage of nations, 0) 
attempt is to be made to inspect any such vessel 
till further order on the point. 

The President desires me to signify to you his 
most particular expectation, thatthe instructiou 
contained in this Jetter will be executed with the 
greatest vigilance, care, activity, and impartiality. 
Omissions will tend to expose the Governmen! 
to injurious imputations and suspicions, and pro- 
portionably to commit the good faith and peace 
of the country—objects of too much importance 
not to engage every proper exertion of you! 
zeal. With consideration, I am, sir, &c. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 
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1, The original arming and equipping of ves- 
sels in the ports of the United States, by any 0! 
the belligerent parties, for military service, offen- 
sive or defensive, is deemed unlawful. ’ 

2. Equipments of merchant vessels, by either 
of the belligerent parties , in the ports of the Uni- 
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ted States, purely for the accommodation 
as such, is deemed lawful. 

3. Equipments in the ports of the United 
States, of vessels of war in the immediate ser- 
yice of the Government of any of the belligerent 

rties, which, if done to other vessels, would be 
of a doubtful nature, as being applicable either to 


commerce or war, are deemed lawful; except | 
those which shall have made prize of the subjects, 
people, or property of France, coming with their | 


prizes into the ports of the United States, pursu- 
ant tothe 17th article of our Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce with France. 

4, Equipments in the ports of the United 
States, by any of the parties at war with France, 
of vessels fitted for merchandise and war, whe- 
ther with or without commissions, which are 
doubtful in their nature, as being applicable either 
to commerce or war, are deemed lawful; except 


© those which shall have made prize, &c. 


5. Equipments of any of the vessels of France, 
in the ports of the United States, which are | 
doubtful in their nature, as being applicable to 
commerce or war, are deemed lawful. 

6. Equipments of every kind, in the ports of the | 
United States, of privateers of the Powers at war 


' with France, are deemed unlawful. 


7, Equipments of vessels in the ports of the 


) United States, which are of a nature solely | 
| adapted to war, are deemed unlawful; except 


| those stranded or wrecked, as mentioned in the 


18th article of our treaty with France, the 6th 
of our treaty with the United Netherlands, the 
9th of our treaty with Prussia, and, except those 
mentioned in the 19th article of our treaty with | 
France, the 17th of our treaty with the United | 


| Netherlands, the 18th of our treaty with Prussia. 


8. Vessels of either of the parties, not armed, | 


| oratmed previous to their coming into the ports | 


ofthe United States, which shall not have in- | 


» fringed any of the foregoing rules, may lawfully | 


engage or enlist therein their own subjects or | 


‘citizens, not being inhabitants of the United | 


States; except privateers of the Powers at war 


_ with France, and except those vessels which | 


- shall have made prize, &c. 


| presume it would have been understood as clearly | 
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of them | vious to all, I have concluded to give this further 





| explanation. 
am, with consideration, sir, your humble 
} 


servant, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 
To the Cottecrors of the Customs. 








No. 5. 


Treasury Department, Oct. 6, 1794, 
| Str: It appears, from communications to this 
| department, that the expressions “equipments 
which are of a doubtfal nature, as being applica- 
| ble either to commerce or war,” which occur in 
\the fourth and fifth rules adopted by the Presi- 
ident of the United States, which were commu- 
nieated to you by the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the 4th of August, 1793, have been in some 
instances understood to tolerate the fitting and 
arming of vessels for defence, or for merchandise 
and war. 

As this construction is manifestly irreconcilable 
‘with the first of the rules referred to, and with 


| the plain tenor of the supplementary act of Con- 


gress passed on the 5th of June, 1794, for defining 
and punishing certain crimes against the Unite 
States, it is of importance immediately to correct 
an error, the operation of which is to defeat the 
intentions of the Government, and contravene 
the neutrality of the United States. 

You will therefore be pleased to understand 
that the arming and equipping of vessels in the 
ports of the United States for military service, 
whether offensive or defensive, by any of the 
belligerent parties, is unlawful; and that the pro- 
hibition as effectually extends to military equip- 
ments destined for the protection and defence of 
a vessel and her merchandise, as to those equip- 
ments the object of which is combat or offensive 
hostility. 

The equipments of a “ doubtful nature, as being 
applicable either to commerce or war,” which 
were intended by the rules of the President, and 
which were deemed lawfu!, will be best exem- 
plified by stating certain cases which have oc- 
curred. 

ist. The waste boards of vessels had been 


N |raised considerably higher than usual, and 
0. 4, | strengthened with additional timber and plank, 
Treasury Department, Aug. 22,1793. | which was understood to be preparatory to the 
Sir: Though it was not expressly said, yet I | opening of port-holes. 
In this case it was determined that the equip- 
implied in the instruction contained in my circu- | ment was of a “doubtful nature ;” for until port- 
lar of the 4th instant: | holes were actually opened, it could not be pro- 
That the liberty to enter vessels and their car- | nounced that there existed a military object. 
goes brought in as prizes by the armed vessels of ; Port-holes have, however, been determined to be 
France, was not, after the receipt of that letter, | a military equipment, their use being foreign to 
to include vessels and cargoes taken and brought | navigation, and being merely applicable to com- 
or sent in by armed vessels originally fitted out | bat or war. 
in the ports of the United States while remain-| 2d. A French privateer procured an extra num- 
ing in possession of their captors, it will follow | ber of oars, and it was suggested that they must 
that if an attempt shall be made to land goods | have been for military service, as it was entirel 
from on board such vessels, they are to be seized | unusual to have so great a number for mere navi- 
and proceeded against as directed by the twenty- | gation. ; 
sixth section of collection law. Lest the impli-| It was, however, decided that this equipment 
cation above-mentioned should not have been ob- | was also of a “doubtful nature,” an oar being 
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merely an instrument of navigation, and there | treaty with Great Britain contain stipulations 
being no criterion by which to determine what | that privateers commissioned against either of 
extra number should change the nature of the | the parties shall not be allowed to purchase more 
equipment. provisions than shall be necessary to their going 

It is an established principle that we cannot, | to the nearest port of that Prince or State from 
without a contravention of our neutrality, permit | whom they obtained commissions; if, therefore 
either of the belligerent parties to increase their | the privateers of either nation exceed what js 
force or means of annoyance or military defence | permitted in this respect, immediate reports are 
within the ports of the United States, and it is | to be made to the Governor of the State and At. 
essential that this principle be maintained with | torney of the district. Iam, &c. 
good faith, and according to the dictates of im- OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jz. 
partiality and reason. To the Cotiecrors of the Customs. 

A temporary absence of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on public business is the cause of my 
addressing you on this subject. It is proper that 
I should add, that the principles of this commu- 
nication are conformable to his opinion. Lam, &c. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jr. 

To the Cotiecrors of the Customs. 





No. 7. 
Treasury Department, May 25, 1805. 


Sir: I have to request your attention to the 
fourth section of the annexed act of Congress, 
entitled “An act for the more effectual preserva. 
tion of peace in the ports and harbors of the 

No. 6 United States, and in the.waters under their ju- 
oe | risdiction,” passed on the 3d of March, 1805. 
Treasury DerartMent, June 30, 1796. As the commanders of public armed vessels are 





Str: By an instruction from this department, | thereby directed in every instance to report their 
dated the 30th of May, 1793, the Collectors were | vessels to the Collector, a duty from which they 
informed that the “entry of vessels captured and | were heretofore exempted by the thirty-first sec- 
brought into our ports by ships of warand priva- | tion of the collection law, the President directs 
teers of France and of their cargoes, was to be | that whenever such a vessel shall arrive, you will 
received in the same manner, under the same | inform the commander, either in person, or in 
regulations, and upon the same conditions, as the | writing, or by message delivered by the surveyor, 
entry of vessels which were not prizes ;” but that | or by the captain of the revenue cutter, of this 
this privilege was not to extend to the belligerent | new provision, and request him to make report. 
Powers at war with France, being contrary to | This report will be only a statement of the name 
the seventeenth and twenty-second articles of | of the vessel, country, and commander, of the 
our treaty with that nation. force of the vessel, of the port from which ar- 

The entry and sale in our ports of prizes to | rived, and, in the words of the act, of the object 
privateers commissioned by France, not being | of his entering the harbor. It may be mate 
stipulated in our treaty as a right to be enjoyed | either verbally to yourself, or other revenue offi 
by that nation, and there being an express stipu- | cer notifying the commander of the vessel, or in 
lation in the twenty-fourth article of the late | writing; and the provision being a new one, you 
treaty with Great Britain, “that it shall not be | will be careful, whilst you carry the same into 
lawful for any foreign privateers (not being sub- | effect, that the officers and flags of all ‘nations 
shall be treated with respect. 

You will continue to enforce the regulations 
made by the State, health, or quarantine laws; 
and if, by the laws of the State or port regula- 
tions, already in force, a certain position in the 
harbor has been assigned to armed vessels, you 
will conform therewith. You may also, if you 
shall think it of urgent necessity, make tempo- 
rary regulations for that object, if none yet exist; 
but it will be more eligible that you should in 
the first instance report your opinion thereon to 
this office for the President's consideration and 
decision. General instructions cannot be given 
on that point, as, if necessary, they must vary ac- 
cording to the situation of the harbor; and you 
will be pleased to state whether any, and, if any, 
what restrictions appear to you proper to be es- 
tablished both on that subject and in relation to 
the intercourse between such ships and the shore. 

The President has not thought it proper to lay 
for the present any new restrictions on the ad- 
mission, stay, or departure of armed vessels. But 
all the instructions heretofore given on that sub- 
ject, and particularly to those which relate 0 


ects or citizens of either of the said parties) who 
ave commissions from any other Prince or 
State in enmity with either nation, to arm their 
ships in the ports of either of the said parties, or 
to sell what they have taken, nor in any other 
manner to exchange the same,” it has become 
mecessary to vary the former instructions ac- 
cordingly. 

You will therefore observe, that hereafter ves- 
sels and property captured from the subjects of 
Great Britain by privateers commissioned against 
that nation are not to be admitted to an entry in 
the ports of the United States; of course, any 
goods or property landed therefrom will be sub- 
ject to seizure as being imported contrary to law. 

The Collectors will recollect that the security 
of the revenue and the faith of the United States 
are highly concerned in preventing the introduc- 
tion for consumption or sale of any goods or prop- 
erty by prizes to privateers; when such vessels 
appear in our ports, they will, therefore, cause 
extraordinary care and vigilance to be observed. 

The twenty-second article of our treaty with 
France, and the twenty-fourth article of our 
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APPENDIX. 


Spain, France, and Great Britain. 


equipments, to privateers, and to prizes, must be 
 gonsidered as being still in foree. 


In case of refusal or neglect to conform with 


the regulations prescribed, you will be pleased 
' to make an immediate report thereof to this 
' office, I have, &c. 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
To the Cottecrors of the Customs. 


SPAIN. 


[Communicated to the House, February 9, 1810.] 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to the House a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, complying with their resolution of 
the twenty-second of January. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Fesruary 9, 1810. 


DepartMENT oF Srare, 
February 8, 1810. 
The Secretary of State, to whom the President 
has been pleased to refer the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 22d of last 
month, has the honor to state, that it appears from 


| the records in this Department, that in the years 
- 1801 and 1802, the Executive had endeavored to 
' obtain for the citizens of the United States, re- 


siding on the waters of Tombigbee and Alabama 
rivers, the free navigation of the Mobile river to 
lst. By claiming 
this navigation as a natural right, sanctioned by 


_ the general principles of the law of nations, ap- 

_ plicable to rivers similarly situated; and 2d, By 

' endeavoring to purchase the country held by 
Spain on the Mobile. 


These efforts were made, before it was known 
that Spain had ceded Louisiana to France, and 
consequently before the purchase of that prov- 
ince by the United States. Since that purchase, 


» the country held by Spain on the Mobile has 


been claimed as being included therein. 

The Spanish Government having objected to 
this claim in a manner which justified a belief 
that the question would not soon be decided, our 
Minister at Madrid was instructed again to claim 
the free navigation of the Mobile, under the gen- 
eral principles of the law of nations, and to rep- 
resent to His Catholic Majesty the propriety and 
necessity of giving orders to his officers not to 
interrupt the free communication with our terri- 
tories through the waters of the Mobile. 

In addition to what has been done through this 
Department, it appears that the Governor of the 
Orleans Territory, and other officers of the Uni- 
ted States, have endeavored to induce the Span- 
ish authorities on the Mobile to abstain from ex- 
acting duties on the passage of our merchandise 
or produce up or down that river. Notwithstand- 
ing, however, everything which has been done, 
it is understood that these authorities have con- 
tinued to exact (with some occasional relaxa- 
tions) a duty of twelve per cent. “on all articles 
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of the growth or manufacture of the United 
States, which are conveyed through said river to 
and from the city of New Orleans.” 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


R. SMITH. 


FRANCE AND GREAT BRITAIN. 


[Communicated to the House, February 19, 1810.] 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
[ transmit reports of the Secretaries of State 
and of the Treasury, complying with their reso- 
lution of the 6th instant. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Fesrvuary 17, 1810. 


DEPARTMENT OF SrarTe, 
February 14, 1810. 

Agreeably to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the fifth instant, requesting the 
President of the United States to cause to be laid 
before that House copies of the several communi- 
cations made to the Governments of France and 
Great Britain, in pursuance to the authorities 
vested by Congress in the Executive, with respect 
to the several orders and decrees of either, vio- 
lating the lawful commerce and neutral rights of 
the United States, except such parts as may, in 
his judgment, require secrecy ; and also to com- 
municate to the same House such information as 
he may have received touching the forgery of 
papers purporting to be those of American ves- 
sels; the Secretary of State has the honor of 
laying before the President the following papers, 
viz: 

1. Extract of a letter from Mr. Smith, Secre- 
tary of State, to General Armstrong, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States, at Paris, 
dated March 15, 1809. 

2. Copy of a note from General Armstrong to 
Count Champagny, Minister of Exterior Rela- 
tions at Paris, dated 29th April, 1809. 

3. Extract of a letter from Mr. Smith to Mr. 
Pinkney, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at London, dated March 25, 1809. 

4. Extracts of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to 
Mr. Smith, dated May 1, 1809. 

A. Extracts of a letter from John M. Forbes, 
Consul of the United States at Hamburg, to Mr. 
Madison, Secretary of State, dated 13th Novem- 
ber, 1807. 

B. Extracts of a letter from Mr. Lee, commer- 
cial agent of the United States at Bordeaux, to 
the same, dated November 1, 1808. 

C. Copy of a letter from Mr. Hackley, Consul 
of the United States at St. Lucar, to Mr. Smith, 
dated Cadiz, 23d March, 1809. 

D. Sundry original documents belonging to 
and concerning the ship Aurora of New York. 

E. Extract of a letter from Mr. Harris, Con- 
sul of the United States at St. Petersburg, to Mr. 
Smith, dated 13th [25th] October, 1809, covering 
certain papers belonging to the ship called the 
Georgia, of New York. 
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F. Extracts of a letter from John M. Forbes, 
dated November 7, 1809, to Mr. Smith, covering 
the forged sea-letter of the ship Arno, of Boston, 
dated August 21,1809; also, a letter of the same 
date, signed Stephen Higginson and Co. to Cap- 
tain William Kempton. 

G. Extract of a letter from William Kirkpat- 
rick, Consul of the United States at Malaga, to 
Mr. Smith, dated November 25, 1809. 

It may be proper, moreover, to state, that vari- 
ous other communications have been received at 
this Department from the agents of the United 
States in foreign countries, which mention that 
the practice prevails of forging American ships’ 
papers and documents; but as they do not afford 
any details, they are not included in this report, 
which is respectfully submitted. 

R. SMITH. 


[For the correspondence between the Secreta- 
ry of State and the Ministers of the United States 
in Paris and in London, communicated by this 
Message, see ante, pages 2115 to 2131.] 





A.—Extracts of a letter from John M. Forbes, Consul 
of the United States at Hamburg, to Mr. Madison, 
Secretary of State, dated 


NovemsBer 13, 1807. 


Two days ago, the chief of the French doua- 
niers, M. Eudel, having, from the circulating ru- 
mors of the town, reason to suspect that an 
American ship, the Lucy, Captain Jesse Englee, 
entered as coming from Norfolk, had come from 
England, proceeded to examine the crew ; notice 
of this was given to me by the captain, who had 
also consigned his ship and freight to me, the 
cargo being addressed to Messrs. Osgand & Co. 
of this city ; but having always refused to ac- 
knowledge the authority of the French douaniers, 
I declined being present in any official character, 
and, as the commercial correspondent of the cap- 
tain, sent my chief clerk on board to render such 
assistance as might be proper. The examination 
did not take place on board at the time appoint- 
ed, but at a later hour, at the house of M. Eudel. 
My clerk was not present, but I afterward learned 
that the mate and crew had all sworn that the 
ship came from London. As soon as I learned 
this, I wrote the captain a letter disclaiming all 
further individual agency in this business. 

I examined more closely the papers of the ship 
Lucy, and convinced myself, by comparison of 
hands, that the signatures both of the President 
and your Excellency to the sea-letter, were both 
evidently forged. 





B.—Extracts of a letter from Mr. Lee, Consul of the 
United States at Bordeaux, to the Secretary of 
State, dated 

NovemsBer 1, 1808. 


I have been long in expectation that the Presi- 
dent would have instructed the Consuls to detain 
in their hands the papers of all American vessels 
found in their district after the embargo, unless 
they were bound directly to the United States. 
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A determination of this nature would have done 
but little or no injury to our merchants, and put 
a stop to the practice of the English, who send 
shoals of American vessels from their ports, 
whose owners never saw America, and whose 
papers are manufactured in London. 

en vessels, suspected of having been expedited 
in this way from London, lately arrived in the 
river Charente, as coming from Norway, ani 
were admitted by the custom-house. I sent ap 
agent over to Charente, to examine into the state 
of these vessels, whose report confirmed my sus- 
picions. Limmediately wrote General Armstrong 
on the subject; but, fearing delays might be in- 
jurious, I set out for La Rochelle, and, on my 
arrival at Blaize, learned that some of the crews 
of these vessels had betrayed their captains, and 
that the whole of them were seized by this Goy- 
ernment, and the crews imprisoned. 

It is proper to state to you, sir, that our vessels’ 
papers, with all their private marks, are so com- 
pletely copied in London, that it is almost impos- 
sible to detect them. 





C.—Richard 8. Hackley, Consul of the United States 
at St. Lucar, to the Secretary of State. 


Capiz, March 23, 1809. 

Sir: Your Department has no doubt been in- 
formed that the practice prevails in London of 
forging all kinds of papers that appertain to ship- 
ping of the United States, to which may be added 
passports from the Department of State, certifi- 
cates of naturalization, &c., some of which are 
well executed, so much so, that the fraud very 
generally passes without being detected. By this 
means, a considerable trade has been carried on 
last year under our flug, by British shipping, par- 
ticularly to Russia and South America, and 
British subjects have passed wherever their busi- 
ness called them. Protected by these papers, our 
countrymen have but in too many instances 
found similar frauds to answer their own purpo- 
ses under the state of things as they now are, and 
have for some time been in Europe. 

The name of the person in London, who is the 
great dealer in this species of speculation, is Van 
Sander, and with this note, I cover you a sample 
of his execution in a set of papers received from 
an American citizen here, from whom I de- 
manded them may being informed that he had 
them. To you the propriety will occur of taking 
some immediate step to correct this evil, which, 
from its increasing practice, is becoming of seri- 
ous importance in many points of view. 

With much respect, &e. 


RICHARD 8. HACKLEY. 





D.—Statement of the Collector of Boston respecting 
ship Arno. 

The ship Arno, of Duxbury, burden 197 7-99, 
owned by Jacob Weston, of Duxbury, in the dis- 
trict of Plymouth, State of Massachuseets, and 
William Kempton, and John Perry, of Boston, 
State aforesaid, William Kempton, master ; clear- 
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eee eames 
ed from the district of Boston and 
on the 17th day of June, 1809, for Bremen, loaded 
with eight hundred and four barrels pearl ashes, 
weighing 3,350 cwt., and three hundred and forty- 
nine barrels of pot ashes, weighing 1,219 cwt., be- 
ing the whole of her cargo. A bond was taken 
that the said vessel should not proceed to a port 
in France or its dependencies, in the penalty 
of eighty thousand dollars. A certificate has 
been returned of the landing of the cargo afore- 
said, at London, signed by Samuel Williams, mer- 
chant,ané William Lyman, Consul at London. 
Her register was granted at Plymouth, on the 17th 
day of May, 1809, No. 27; and she had from this 
ofice a Mediterranean pass, dated 17th June, 
1809, No. 87; and all other papers requisite. 

The ship Arno is now in this port, and Kemp- 
ton, her late master. E 





E.—Extract from a letter of Levett Harris, Consul of 

the United States at St Petersburg, to Mr. Smith. 

Sr. Pererssure, Oct. 13, [25] 1809. 

| transmit you herewith the papers of a vessel 
called the Georgia, of New York. arrived at 
Archangel from New York, the register whereof 
roving false, all the other papers I judge alike to 

the same, and she has, therefore, been condemned 
by this Government. Another vessel called the 
Intercourse has shared the same fate; but the 
Ministry have not yet sent me the papers. 





F.—Extracts of a letter from John M. Forbes, Consul 
of the United States at Hamburg, dated 
Tonntncen, November 7, 1809. 

Ihave lately met with a circumstance which 
has embarrassed me much. The ship “Arno,” 
Captain Kempton, of Boston, known to have 
left that port on the 18th (17th) of June, witha 
cargo of pot and pearl ashes, lately arrived here 
with a cargo of gum. 

Iherewith enclose the sea-letter which Cap- 
tain Kempton confessed to me he knew to have 
been forged, and which he said he had reason to 
believe was executed by one Van Sander,a Jew, 
near Whitehall, in London, who is known in the 
traffic of false American documents. I also en- 
close the original letter of instructions of Messrs. 
Stephen Higginson and Co., owners of the cargo. 

Boston, August 21, 1809. 

Dear Sir: You being master of the ship Arno, 
loaded by us, and now ready for sea, we have to 
request that you will proceed to the port of Ton- 
ningen as soon as possible, where you will inquire 
for the agents of Messrs. Parish and Co. of Ham- 
burg,to whom your cargoisconsigned. You will, 
of course, receive instructions from those gentle- 
man how to proceed as to landing your cargo, &c., 
and you will please to follow them. It is import- 
ant to yourself, as well as us, that you do nota- 
ing to violate the laws of any of the belligerents ; 
in which case you will not be likely to meet with 
any interruption in your voyage. Wishing you 


a pleasant passage and safe return, we are, sir with 
esteem, your friends and servants, 
STEPHEN HIGGINSON & Co. 
Capt. Wituiam Kempron. 
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Relations with Denmark. 





Charlestown, | G.—Extract of a letter from Mr. Kirkpatrick, Consul 


of the United Stetes at Malaga, to Mr. Smith, Secre- 
tary of State, dated 
NoveMBER 25, 1809. 

A few days ago the brig Uforsight, Christian 
Boden, master, arrived here from Poole, with a 
cargo of bale goods and fish. Although her pa- 
pers appear to be in perfect order, some doubts ex- 
ist in my mind of their legality. I have consulted 
with some citizens of the United States actually 
here, and they agree with me in opinion, that the 
en of the President, yours, collector of New 

ork, and of Joseph Nourse, are so well done, 
that it is impossible to discover any difference. 
Under this impress, 1 have determined to pass 
you a note of the ship’s papers, that if they are 
really false, you may take such measures as you 
consider proper for having them seized on by the 
Consuls in Europe where the vessel may be 
found. 

Notre.—The ship’s papers alluded to are found 
to have been forged. 


DENMARK. 


[Communicated to the Senate, April 2, 1810.] 
To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, complying with their resolution of 


the 22d instant. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Marca 30, 1810. 





DepartTMeEnT or Strate, March 29, 1810. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith 
copies of all the letters on file or record in this 
Department, which relate to the subject of the 
resolution of the Senate of the 22d instant. 

It may be proper to observe, that the papers re- 
ferred to in the Jetter of the Secretary of State of 
the 26th of November, 1800, are not now to be 
found in this Department. I have the honor to 


be, &c. 
R. SMITH. 
The Presipent of the United States. 





Extract of a letter from J. Marshall, Secretary of State, 
to Richard Soderstrom, Esq. 


NovemeBer 26, 1800. 


Sir: I bave received your letters of the 24th 
and 25th instant, accompanying one from the 
Governor General of the Danish West India is- 
lands, bearing date of the 6th of August last. 

Be assured, sir, that the Government of the 
United States respects, as it ought to do, the 
friendship and flag of His Danish Majesty, and 
will not intentionally commit an act which may 
insult the one, or diminish the other. If, in any 
instance, our cruisers have violated a really neu- 
tral flag, they have, in doing so, departed from 
the instructions under which they sail. 

It is not, however, to be disguised, that means 


| have been devised by which the Danish flag has 
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been used in the West Indies for purposes which 
we believe His Danish Majesty would not coun- 
tenance. 

I have communicated the letters from yourself 
zand the Governor General of the Danish West 
India islands, to the Secretary of the Navy. He 
informs me that Lieutenant Maley has been dis- 
‘missed the service principally on account of the 
‘improper manner in which he has conducted 
“himself towards neutrals. 

With respect to the particular case of the Mer- 
~cator, it is certainly advisable to prosecute an ap- 
ypeal. If she was really a neutral bottom, she will 
‘net, it is presumed, he condemned. Without de- 
ciding absolutely that the United States will or 
will not consent, when the case shall be ulti- 
mately decided, to pay for the vessel and cargo if 
confiscated, we are certainly not sufficiently in- 
formed at present to take any responsibility on 
ourselves, in the event of an unfavorable issue of 
that affair. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Richard Soderstrom to the 
Secretary of State. 


Wasurinaton, June 10, 1801. 


I had the honor of laying before the late Ad- 
ministration of the Government of the United 
States my respectful complaints of certain irreg- 
ularities and violations of the Danish flag, which 
had been commited by some officers of the Ameri- 
can Navy, whilst this country was engaged in 
maritime hostilities with France. My represent- 
ations were listened to with the attention which 
the subject required, andI had every reason to 
expect that justice, such as becomes this respec- 
table nation, would be done to the parties ag- 
grieved. The changes which have lately taken 
place in the Executive Department have sus- 

ended for a while the effects of my application, 
has have not diminished my prospect of success. 
I have a sure pledge of it, in the virtues of the 
great character who now fills the Presidential 
chair, and in the talents and integrity of those in 
whom he has placed his confidence. I flatter 
myself that the adjustment of the past will suffer 
so much the less difficulty, that the possibility of 
any future ground for similar complaints is now 
entirely removed by the restoration of amity be- 
tween the United States and the French Repub- 
lic. With full confidence, therefore, in the mag- 
nanimity and justice of the American Govern- 
ment, I shall now beg leave to draw your atten- 
tion to three cases of capture of Danish vessels, in 
which, I conceive, that the sufferers have a right 
to claim a just indemnity from the Government 
of the United States. 

The first case is that of the schooner Mercator, 
Captain Toussaint Lucas, the property of Mr. 
Jared Shattuck, an old established burgher of the 
island of St. Thomas, and subject of His Danish 
Majesty. This vessel being on her way from 
S:. Thomas to St. Domingo, duly documented as 
a Danish vessel, was captured on the high seas 
by Captain Maley, of the armed schooner of the 

nited States, Experiment. under the real or pre- 
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tended suspicion of her being an American ves. 
sel, covered by Danish papers; a suspicion, sir 
which nothing could warrant, unless it were the 
English sounding name of the vessel and her 
owner—a circumstance common to most vessels 
of the Danish islands. Two days after she had 
been captured, she was met with by a British 
armed ship, who took and carried her into Ja- 
maica, where she was condemned as prize, with- 
out any reasons whatever being assigned for her 
condemnation. 

{ had the honor of writing at large to the late 
Secretary of State, respecting that particular case, 
on the 24th of. November last. I beg leave to 
refer you to that letter, and those which fol- 
lowed it, copies of which go herewith. In those 
letters l urged the claim of Shattuck to an in- 
demunification on the following grounds: 

lst. Because, by the law of nations, no country 
has a right to violate a friendly flag, or to arrest 
the vessels of other nations on the high seas, on 
suspicion of their having infringed a purely mu- 
nicipal law, such as the late act for suspending 
the intercourse between the United States ani 
France. There is but one instance in history of 
a claim to such a right having been set up by any 
Power. It was when Spain, in the year 1739, 
searched the vessels of other nations, particularly 
those of England, on suspicion of their being 
engaged in a contraband trade with her colonies; 
nay, she only assumed to search them within a 
certain distance from her coasts. where she might 
have claimed a kiod of jurisdiction. 

Nevertheless, this pretension was the cause of 
a long and bloody war between the two countries, 
and Spain was at last obliged to give up the 
point. The speeches of the great Lord Carteret, 
in the British House of Peers, on that occasion, 
contain the most convincing argument in favor 
of the doctrine which England succeeded in es- 
tablishing for the benefit of the world. 

2d. Because the act of Congress, on which the 
seizure was pretended to be founded, did not in 
any manner authorize it, as it only authorized the 
seizure on the high seas of toveie of the United 
States; a technical expression, clearly excluding 
vessels sailing under the flag and authority of 
other Powers. 

3d. Because the vessel being unarmed, there was 
no pretension for seizing her as an enemy vessel ; 
nor, indeed, could the cruisers of the United Siates 
seize a neutral vessel under any suspicion, by the 
jus belli, as no war between the United States 
and any country had been declared and notified 
to the neutral Powers, nor did the limited kind of 
undeclared warfare in which the United States 
were then engaged authorize any such seizure. 

4th. Because, if the vessels of the United States 
had a right to seize Danish vessels, and carry 
them into port for legal adjudication, they were 
bound to protect them until they reached the 
port to which they were carrying, and not to 
suffer them to be wrested from them by the ves- 
sels of any Power. 

5th. Because it is a doctrine fully established, 
that the captors of neutral vessels proceed at their 
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peril, and are responsible for all consequent inju- 
ry aod loss; and so it was determined by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in the case 
of Deleole Arnold, 3d Dallas’ Reports, 334. 

These and other arguments, (and amongst 
them was this, that no appeal had or could be 
made by Mr. Shattuck, and if the same was not 
made within a certain time all would be lost.) 
which I urged partly by letters and partly in the 
course of conversation with General Marshall, 
appeared to him so convincing. that, before he 
retired from office, he had given me reason to ex- 
pect that Mr. Shattuck would receive from the 
Government of the United States the indemnity 
to which he isso justly entitled. [have no doubt 
that the same principles of justice will be found 
toanimate his successor. The war which has 
lately broken out between England and Den- 
mark leaves no hopes whatever of obtaining any 
satisfaction from that quarter. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of State to Richard 
Soderstrom, Esq. 

Juty 23, 1801. 
Sir: I have been honored with your letter of 
the 20th. requesting to kuow the determination 
of the Executive on the cases of three Danish 

vessels explained in your letter of the 10th ult. 
Should the Executive, on an investigation of 
those claims, be satisfied that compensation is 
due to the Danish subjects, on whose behalf they 
are made, it must be sanctioned by an appropri- 
tion of the Legislature. But the general usage 
requires that redress should be first prosecuted 
judicially, and, if not thus obtained, and the obli- 
gations of the United States should be found, 
nevertheless, to demand that compensation should 
be made, the circumstances of each case will be 
so clearly ascertained in the judicial process, as 
to enable the Government to do justice both to 
itself and to others. I have reason to conclude 
that this course will be the more satisfactory to 
you, as your observation will have convinced you 
of the scrupulous regard to the rights of foreign- 
ers by which our courts of justice are distin- 

guished. I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MADISON, 


From Mr. Soderstrom to the Secretary of State. 


Putcape puta, August 10, 1801, 

Sir: I have received the letter you have hon- 
ored me with, dated the 23d ultimo. I was well 
aware that the Executive of the United States 
could not pay the indemnities claimed by the 
Danish subjects, until appropriations were made 
by the Legislature for that purpose. 

I thought, however, that in the mean time the 
principles applying to each particular case might 
have been agreed upon. and the damages liqui- 
dated in some amicable mode, as is frequently 
done in Europe, and has been practised by the 
American Government, while the present Presi- 
dent was Secretary of State, particularly in the 
case of the William. No one can feel a higher 
respect than I do for the universally acknowl- 
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edged learning and integrity of the judges of the 
United States; at the same time, 1 cannot help 
considering it as a peculiar hardship for His 
Danish Majesty’s subjects to be” compelled to 
have recourse to tedious and expensive judicial 
proceedings, when the United States have in their 
power a more easy method of doing justice; and 
[ hope you will forgive me, sir, if 1 presume to 
differ with you as to the point of general usage 
in this particular. 

At the same time, I am fully sensible that it is 
my duty to submit to the determination which 
the Government of the United States has made 
upon this subject, although my doing so will be 
attended with considerable hardship and difficulty, 
particularly in the case of Captain Maley, who, 
[ understand, is not only insolvent, but absent 
from the United States. 

I presume, however, that the Government of 
the United States will have no objection to facil- 
itate my obtaining justice in the mode which 
they have chosen, by instructing Mr. Attorne 
for the Pennsylvania district, or, if they think 
proper, Mr. Attorney for the District of Columbia, 
to appear for the United States, and defend the 
suits I may think proper to institute for the sev- 
eral claimants. Should they accede to this pro- 
posal, I am sure that they will not lengthen the 
proceedings by unnecessary appeals; but that 
the matters in variance will be settled in as short 
a time as the judicial mode of investigation will 
admit of. 

I beg you will honor me with an answer to this 
part of my letter, that I may determine, without 
loss of time, on the course which I shall have to 
pursue. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and 
high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 


RICHD. SODERSTROM 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of State to Richard 
Soderstrom, Esq. 


OctToser 27, 1801. 


Sir: In relation to the complaints you have 
preferred in several instances of capture and re- 
capture of property alleged to be Danish, against 
the commanders of American pubiic ships of 
war, it is my duty to inform you that, with the 
sincerest desire to avoid anything which may 
procrastinate a decision, and under a just impres- 
sion of the candor and liberality which your man- 
ner of acting would bring into the discussion, we 
are, nevertheless, restrained by the necessity of 
adhering to useful and established forms, to con- 
sider the Minister resident of Denmark as the 
only proper organ of the Danish subjects in mak- 
ing their reclamations. Whatsoever regards the 
solicitation of their business, in a judicial form, 
after principles are established with the Govern- 
ment, may, however, be confided to your man- 
agement, by Mr. Olsen, with great propriety, in 
the usual legal methods. In the mean time, I 
beg you to be assured of the high respect with 
which I have the honor to be, &e. 

JAMES MADISON. 











Mr. Ulsen to the Secretary of State. 
PuiLapvecpaia, Jan. 16, 1802. 

Str: Mr. Soderstrom has had the honor of 
writing to you onthe subject of the Danish schoon- 
er Mercator, which was unlawfully captured on 
the high seas by Captain Maley of the United 
States’ armed schooner Experiment, and after- 
wards lost by capture from a British armed ves- 
sel while under the protection of the American 
flag. He represented to you, that Captain Maley 
being out of the United States, and in a state of 
insolvency, it was impossible for the owner of the 
captured property to seek his redress against him, 
and requested that this Government would point 
out some mode by which satisfaction might be 
obtained. 

In this state of things, sir, it becomes my duty 
to interfere on behalf of one of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects, who appears to have greatly suffered in 
consequence of such conduct of a commissioned 
officer of the United States. The American 
Government cannot but be sensible that the cap- 
ture of that vessel was an unjustifiable violation 
of the flag of a friendly nation, and that a repara- 
tion is due to the party injured; permit me, 
therefore, sir, to urge Mr. Soderstrom’s request, 
that some mode way be pointed out, by which 
the amount of this loss may be ascertained, so 
that the party may receive full and complete repa- 
ration for the injury which he has sustained. 

I am, with great respect, &c. 

BLICHER OLSEN, 

Hon. James Manpison, Secretary of State. 





Extract :—Mr. Olsen to the Secretary of State. 


Apri 12, 1802. 

Sir: In a letter I had the honor to write you 
on the 16th of January last, I took the liberty to 
lay before you an official note, stating the parti- 
culars concerning the claims of one of the King’s 
my master’s subjects, against Captain Maley, 
commander of the United States’ armed schooner 
Experiment, for having uolawfully captured, and 
afterwards allowed to be recaptured by a British 
armed vessel from under his protection, the Danish 
schooner Mercator; and further, as the said Cap- 
tain Maley was found to have left the United 
States, requesting that this Government would 
point out some mode by which the owner of the 
captured property might obtain justice and repa- 
ration for the loss and injury he has sustained. 

Though deeply lamenting the necessity of 
pressing on the precious moments of your time. 
devoted to so vast a number of other pressing 
occupations and duties, I feel it nevertheless in- 
dispensably incumbent upon me to torment you 
once more on this subject, and to repeat my de- 
mand to be favored with an answer acquainting 
me with the means employed in order to secure 
to an injured countryman of mine such indemni- 
fication as the impartial laws of this country may 
deem him entitled to. 

Being yourself, sir, placed in a station which 
gives you a right to prescribe and to expect simi- 
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lar exertions in similar cases, from agents ap- 
pointed under your directions, so far from ap- 
prehending any displeasure on your part by 
this my repeated zeal, I rather flatter myself to 
meet your generous approbation; and beg leave 
to assure you, sir, that a true sentiment of per- 
sonal esteem for your generally acknowledged 
principles has been on this occasion, and shall 
henceforth constantly be, an additional and 
powerful inducement to me for the most vigilant 
performance of my duties. 

I am, with great respect, &c. 

BLICHER OLSEN. 
Hon. James Mapison, Secretary of State. 





Extract :—Secretary of State to Mr. Olsen. 


DeparTMENT oF Srare, April 23, 1802. 
Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant, preceded 
by that of January 16th, has been duly received. 
The case of the Mercator, which is the subject of 
both, having been referred, with many other sub- 


jects, to the Attorney General, some time elapsed 


before I could avail myself of the benefit of his 
observations; and as an apology for the subse- 
quent delay, 1 must ask you to accept the pressure 
of business incident to the present season, with 
some adventitious circumstances, which have 
contributed to the same effect. 

According to the usual course, injuries com- 
mitted on aliens as well as citizens ought to be 
carried, in the first instance at least, before the 
tribunals to which the aggressors are responsible. 
In these, the facts can be best investigated, and 
the points on which the question depends be 
most fully brought into view. In the case of the 
Mercator, it is the more proper that this course 
should be pursued, as the circumstances stated in 
the documents give so imperfect a view of it. 
Notwithstanding the absence of Captain Maley, 
a resort of this kind can be effected by proper in- 
structions to an Attorney of the United States, 
which will be given as soon as you shall be 
pleased to signify the district in which you wish 
the judicial proceeding to be instituted. 

In the mean time, as it may be made an eventual 
question, distinct from the conduct of Captain 
Maley, how far the capture of the Mercator, 
whilst in the custody of the American prize- 
master and flag, by a British armed ship, the 
General Simcoe, ought to make the United 
States rather than Great Britain liable to the 
Danish claimants, the most candid consideration 
will be given to whatever observations you may 
please to make with a view to show that, under 
such circumstances, the law and usage of nativns 
justify the pursuit of redress against the United 
States, instead of the positive authors of the in- 
jury. By that law and the usage authorized by 
it, the decisions of the President will be scrupu- 
lously guided, &c. &e. 

Accept, sir, the sincere esteem and considera- 
tion with which I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Perer Buicuer Ousen, Esq. 
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Mr. Olsen to the Secretary of State. 
Puitaperaia, June 6, 1802. 

Sir: In your letter of the 22d April, you have 
been pleased to observe sir, in answer to mine of 
the 12th of the same month, concerning the cap- 
ture of the Danish ship Mercator, by Captain 
Maley of the United States, that proper instruc- 
tions should be given to an attorney, as soon as | 
had signified the district in which I wished the 
iudicial proceeding to be instituted. 

As for the present moment | reside in the city 
of Philadelphia, where I shall be at hand to give 
instructions to counsel, I take the liberty to pro- 
pose, that the case may be investigated in the 
district court of Pennsylvania, which I suppose 
will be so much more eligible in point of local- 
ity,as itis the State where Captain Maley re 
sided at the time of the capture, and in which he 
may in his absence, perhaps, be most legally sued. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 

BLICHER OLSEN. 

Hon. Jas. Manpison, Secr’y of State. 


From the Secretary of State to A. J. Dallas, Attorney 
for the District of Pennsylvania, dated 
June 15, 1802. 

Sir: Mr. Olsen, the Danish Minister Resident, 
has compiained of Captain Maley in capturing a 
Danish vessel, the Mercator, which was after- 
wards lost by capture, while under the American 
flag, bya British armed vessel,and condemnation 
ina British Court of Admiralty. He has repre- 
sented, also, in behalf of the Danish owner, that 
Captain Maley is both absent from the United 
States and in a state of insolvency, and requests 
that the proper mode of redress may be pointed 
out. 

He was informed, that, notwithstanding the 
absence of Captain Maley, a judicial investiga- 
tion of the case could be effected through an at- 
torney of the United States, and that the necessary 
steps would be taken as soon as he should signify 
the district preferred by him. 

Ihave just received an answer from him, re- 

quiring that the judicial proceedings may be had 
in Philadelphia. 
_ You will please, therefore, sir, to concur in 
instituting the proper proceedings, by appearing 
in behalf of Captain Maley, in whose defence the 
United States are interested. 

Tenclose, for your information on the subject, 
the protest of the second lieutenant, under Captain 
Maley, who was prizemaster of the Mercator, and 
of another person belonging to the Experiment ; 
and also the decree of the British Court of Vice 
Admiralty which condemned the Mercator. These 
are the only documents which I am able to for- 


ward for the purpose. I am, very respectfully, 
ke. JAMES MADISON. 


Mr. Pedersen to the Secretary of State. 
Paitapecpuia, Dec. 11, 1806. 
Sir: In consequence of a letter received from 
the Governor General of His Danish Majesty’s 
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West Indian islands, respecting the case of Jared 
Shattuck, a Danish subject and burgher of the 
island of St. Thomas, owner of the schooner Mer- 
cator and cargo, requiring me to represent the 
same,in order io obtain from the American Gov- 
ernment that compensation for his losses which 
the Supreme Court of the United States, during 
its last session, awarded in the sum of $33,864 35, 
I have now the honor, sir, to recommend this case 
to your special support and protection ; and I can- 
not but flatter myself that my application to you 
on this occasion will be attended with the fullest 
success, when it is considered that the case in 
question has gone through a legal investigation, 
and that the highest tribunal of justice in the 
United States has decreed the above sum for dam- 
ages and restitution. But I abstain from making 
any other observation on this subject, since it ap- 
pears, from your report to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 9th April last, that, taking into 
consideration all the circumstances attending this 
case, as well as what the Legislature has done in® 
similar cases, it is your own opinion that provi- 
sion ought to be made for the payment of that 
sum and the costs of the petitioner. Congress 
being now in session, I hope it will adopt a reso- 
lution founded on this representation of the case, 
and that the result will afford a convincing proof 
to my Court that the friendly disposition of the 
Government of the United States perfectly cor- 
responds with that which the King my master 
always has manifested towards them. 

Tavail myself, with pleasure, of this opportu- 
nity for presenting to you assurances of the very 
distinguished consideration and respect withwhich 


I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, PETER PEDERSEN. 


GREAT BRITAIN.—AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


[Communicated to the House, April 5, 1810.] 
To the House of Representatives of the United States 
I transmit to the House a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, complying with their resolution of 
the 26th March. JAMES MADISON. 
Aprit 4, 1810. 


DepartTMENT or Strate, April 4, 1810. 


Agreeably to a resolution of the 26th March, 
requesting the President of the United States to 
cause to be laid before that House such informa- 
tion as he may have received, touching the im- 
pressment of American seamen, which has been 
communicated to the Department of State since 
the last report made to the Senate, in virtue of a 
resolution of that body. bearing date the 30th of 
November, 1807, the Secretary of State has the 
honor to report to the President, that accounts 
have been received at this Department, exclu- 
sively of those reported by the agents of the Uni- 
ted States, of the impressment of four hundred 
and sixty-two seamen, from vessels under the 
American flag, into armed vessels under the Brit- 
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ish flag, since the period referred to; that, of this 
number, two hundred and thirty-five are proved, 
by documents in this office, to be citizens of the 
United States,and the most of the rest claim also 
to be American citizens. 

The Secretary has likewise the honor to sub- 
mit the abstract marked A, of all the returns 
received at this Department from Gen. Lyman, 
the agent of the United States in London, exhib- 
iting a statement of all the applications made by 
him to the British Government for the discharge of 
American seamen, from the 1st October, 1807, to 
the 31st March, 1809, and showing the result of 
these applications. 

The returns from the agents in the West Indies 
are very incomplete ; those actually received from 
them, since the report to the Senate, containing 
an account of forty-two impressments only from 
American into British vessels. 

The Secretary submits herewith an extract of 
a letter from G. T. Ladico, (marked B,) acting 
as Consular Agent of the United States at Port 
Mahon, on the subject embraced by the resolu- 
tion of the House. Respectfully submitted. 


R. SMITH. 





A.—An abstract of the returns or lists, received from 
General Lyman, of American seamen and citizens 
who have been impressed and held on board His 
Britannic Majesty’s ships of war, from the Ist of Oc- 
tober, 1807, to the 3ist of March, 1809, showing the 
result of his applications to the Admiralty for their 
discharge. 


Seamen discharged, ¢c. 


Discharged and ordered to be discharged - 287 
Duplicateapplications- - - - - 30 


Refused to be discharged. 


Having no documents - - 
Said to be born in England or Ireland 
Having voluntarily entered - - 
Married in England or Ireland - 
Exchanged as a prisoner of war- = - 
Being totally ignorant of the United States 
Being deserters - . - - . 
Being taken in privateers - - - 
Not being Americans - - -— - 
Being impostors, with fraudulent protections 
There being no ground to believe them Amer- 
_ieancitizens - - - -+' + = 
Being taken when defrauding the revenue - 
Having erased protections - . - - 
Having been sent into His Majesty’s service 
by the masters of the vessels to which they 
belong, for mutiny - ee he et - 
Protections taken from them - - ° 
Being Irishmen, and having been sent into 
His Majesty’s service by the civil power, 
for misdemeanors - - - - = 2 
Not answering descriptions given in their 
protections - - . - - - 
Being a prisoner of war - 
Being born in the West Indies 
Being a native of Canada - 
Being a native of Hanover- - -— - 


11 
91 
34 


1 
5 


— 
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Seas 


Documents insufficient—refused discharge. 
Protections from Consuls and Vice Consuls 64 
Notarial and other affidavits made in U.S. - 99 


Discharges from King’s ships - - bre 

Collectors’ protections - - - - » £ 

Documents from the Department of State - 15 

Certificateofbirth + - - + « ] 
Other miscellaneous cases. 

Not on board the ships as stated - - - 9 

Deserted - - - - ° i. 2 


Drowned - - . - - - ene 
Stated to be on board ships notincommission | 
Stated to be on board ships on foreign stations 48 


Referred tothe Transport Board- - - | 
Applications unanswered - - - — = 103 
IRVINE 5 Ak te 

- 903 


ye a ak ae. 


— 
— 





B.—Extract of a letter from G. T. Ladico, Consula; 
Agent of the United States at Port Mahon, to the 
Secretary of State, dated 

Decemser 10, 1809, 

I find myself under the necessity to inform you, 
that several American seamen, impressed aud de- 
tained in some English men-of-war, have applied 
to me in order to obtain from their respective 
commanders their liberty, that they might retura 
to the United States. The want of a Consul 
General in the Balear islands, since the depari- 
ure of John Martin Baker, Esq., late Consul, who 
did me the honor to appoint me Vice Consul ia 
this island, and my zeal for whatever concerns 
the advantage of the citizens of the United States 
| in every regard, have induced me to officiate with 
Admiral Lord Collingwood on account of said 
claims, to which he answers, dated Port Mahon, 
the 4th December, 1809: 

“Ali applications relative to subjects of the 
United States, who may be serving in the fleet 
under my command, should pass through the 
American Micister in London, before I take cog- 
nizance of them.” 


a 


[Communicated to the Senate, the 2d of June, 1809.) 
Treasury DepartrMenrt, June 1, 1509. 


In obedience to the directions of the act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled “An act to estab- 
lish the Treasury Department,” the Secretary o! 
the Treasury respectfully submits the following 
report: 

The net revenue arising from duties on mer- 
chandise and tonnage, which accrued during the 
year 1807, amounted, as appeared by the last an- 
nval statement, to $16,060,000. 

correct statement of that revenue, for the 
year 1808, cannot be prepared at this time, but 
may be estimated, as will appear by the estimate 
A, to about $10,270,000. 
The revenue arising from the same sources, 
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| which accrued during the first quarter of this 


ear, did not much exceed one million of dollars; 


- and although considerable importations may be 
» expected from Great Britain and the West Indies, 


during the last six months of this year, yet, con- 
sidering that there will be no arrivals from China 
and the East Indies, and the situation of the com- 
mercial intercourse of the United States with the 


rest of the world, it is not probable that the rev- 
' enue, accruing during the year 1809, will exceed 
that of the year 1808. 


The specie in the Treasury, on the Ist Octo- 
ber, 1808, amounted to - - $13,846,717 52 
And the receipts, during the last 

three months of that year, as 


appears by the statement B, to 3,586,316 99 


17,433,034 51 


The disbursements, during the same period, have 
amounted, including $6,105,000, paid in reim- 
bursement of the principal of the public debt, 

- + $7,491,339 79 


. to - = 
| Leavinga balance in the Treasury, 


on the Ist January,1809,of - 9,941,694 72 


17,433,034 51 


Thecash in the hands of collectors and receivers, 
and the outstanding revenue bonds, amounted, 
on the Ist January, 1809, to - - $9,880,000 

From which, deducting for the expen- 
ses of collection and for the draw- 


backs payable during the year 1809 3,000,000 


Leaves, for the probable receipts of the 
year 1809, exclusively of the incon- 
siderable sums which may be re- 
ceived on account of the revenue 
accruing during that year, a sum of 

Making, together with the balance in 
the Treasury, on the Ist of January, 
ee 


6,880,000 


9,941,000 

An aggregate of sixteen millions eight 
heeiny and twenty one thousand 
dollars, applicable to the expendi- 
tures of this year - - - $16,821,000 

The expenses of the year 1809 are, in conformity 
with the existing appropriations, estimated at 
fourteen millions five hundred thousand dol- 
lars, consisting of the following items: 

Civil list, including the expenses of this session 
of Congress, miscellaneous expenses and for- 
eign intercourse - - - - $1,342,000 

Military and Indian departments, viz: 
Appropriation for the Army and the 

ndian department - 2,765,000 

Do. for fortifications - 475,000 

Arms and military stores 550,000 
3,790,000 

Naval Department, this year’s appro- 
Priation - - - - = = 2,915,000 

Public debt ($1,547,000 of the appro- 
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priation of $8,000,000 for the year 
1869, having been paid in advance 
in the year 1808, in order to effect 
the reimbursement of the whole of 
the eight per cent. stock ) - = 6,453,000 


$14,500,000 


It must, however, be observed, that the estimate 
of the sums, payable in the course of this year 
on account of drawbacks, is conjectural; an 
that the exportations, particularly of colonial pro- 
duce, would, if the restrictions laid by the Con- 
tinental Powers of Europe on neutral commerce 
were removed, produce a much greater defalca- 
tion in the net receipts into the Treasury than the 
sum assumed in the preceding estimate. In order 
to guard against any inconvenience arising from 
that contingency, and for the purpose of keeping 
always a moderate sum in the Treasury, it may 
be necessary to borrow a sum equal to the amount 
of the principal of public debt which will be re- 
imbursed during the year, and which will exceed 
three millions of dollars. 

By the tenth and nineteenth sections of the act 
making further provision for the support of pub- 
lic credit, and for the redemption of the public 
debt, passed on the 3d of March, 1795, the Com- 
missiovers of the Sinking Fund are authorized, 
from time to time, to borrow,and the United States 
Bank to lend, sums equal to the reimbursement 
of the public debt. But some doubts having 
arisen whether the powers vested by those two 
sections are applicable to the new six per cent. 
stocks, it is desirable that the authority should be 
expressly extended, by law, to that case; and no 
other provision seems necessary for the public 
service of this year. 

It would be premature to attempt, at this time, 
an estimate of the receipts and expenditures of 
the year 1810. It is sufficient to observe, that, 
although the receipts may exceed those of the 
present year, it is highly improbable that they 
should be equal to the expenditures of that year, 
which, unless the Military and Naval Establish- 
ments should be reduced, will amount to sixteen 
millions of dollars. But it is believed that the 
revenue will, after that year, be adequate to dis- 
charge the annual expenses. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 


PROTECTION TO MANUFACTURES. 


[Communicated to the House, June 7, 1809.] 


To the honorable the Congress of the United 
States, the petition of the subscribers, manufac- 
turers of hemp into linen, and inhabitants of 
the State of Kentucky, respectfully showeth : 
The subscribers having, since the passage of the 

acts commonly called the “embargo” and “ non- 

importation acts,” engaged in the manufacture of 
hemp into linen, and many of them having ex- 
pended great part of their respective capitals in 
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preparing machinery and erecting buildings to 
carry on the same, beg leave, upon the approach 
of a new state of affairs, to call their situation to 
the attention of your honorable body. Whilst 
they rejoice, in common with their fellow citizens, 
that the returning sense of justice of one of the 
great belligerent Powers of Europe, as displayed 
in some recent communications to our Govern- 
ment, affords a hope that our country may escape 
the calamities of war, they must be permitted to 
state that this cause of national rejoicing will, in 
all human probability, be greatly oppressive to 
them. Their establishments have grown out of our 
differences with foreign nations. The “ non-im- 
portation act,” which passed, as your petitioners 
always understood as much to change the di- 
rection of some of the national capital from com- 
mercial to manufacturing pursuits, as with a 
view to bring a great foreign Power toa sense of 
justice, by prohibiting the introduction of coarse 
inen, &c. into the United States, gave being to 
their manufactories ; and with the further patro- 
nage of your honorable body, will, beyond all 
doubt, rapidly increase in the Western country. 
Already there is manufactured, in Kentucky, a 
quantity of baling linen sufficient forthe consump- 
tion of the greater part of the cotton country ; 
other manufactories are erecting, and several cit- 
izens are extending their views to finer linens and 
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Union—a species of industry, too, in which buta 
small portion of the citizens could participate— 
the fisheries. Far be it from the subscribers to 
repine ata policy of this kind, because it could 
not have an operation upon them, or affect the 
great mass of the people. They have no such 
views: for, they well know that the United States 
compose an extensive nation; that her citizens 
are scattered over an immense extent of country, 
having various soils and climate, with pursuits 
adapted or varied to their different local situations, 
And a Government, framing laws for this scat. 
tered population, must necessarily consult the 
wants and necessities of every part of it, to pro- 
mote the general good of the whole. A reference 
to the report of Mr. Secretary Jefferson will evince 
that enlarged and liberal views of this kind in. 
duced Congress to grant bounties to the fisheries, 
But views of another nature seem also to have 
influencedthat body. The encouragements given 
to their own fishermen, by foreign nations, and 
the restrictions laid upon their oils and fish, in 
foreign ports, had threatened the fisheries with 
| destruction ; and the question came before Con- 
| gress, whether that business should be abandoned 
| entirely, or supported by the nation at large. The 
same question the subscribers consider as occur- 
ring ip the present instance. Independent of the 
superiority which the British manufacturer pos- 


sail cloth. Such, however, is the superiority of | sesses, in the low price of labor, the experience and 
European capital and arts; such the cheapness of | skill of his workmen, and the strength of his cap- 
labor in Great Britain and Ireland ; such the aid | ital, he enjoys advantages which are not knowa 
given there to manufactures by bounties from the | to an American manufacturer, in the bounties 
Government; such the obstacles which an Amer- | given by Government to those who grow the raw 
ican manufacturer has to combat and overcome ; | material, and to those who export the manulac- 
and such the lessons furnished by experience ; | tured article. Whether an American manufac 
that your petitioners forebode the annihilation of | turer can resist a combination of advantages so 
their respective establishments, unless some aid | unfavorable to his interests, without aid from 
is afforded them, at this moment, by the interpo- | Government, appears tu the petitioners as prob- 


sition of Congress. 

That this protection of your honorable body 
will be given to them at the present moment, they 
are the more persuaded, when they review the 
eset of every Congress which has sat, 
since the formation of the Federal Constitution. 
Every law which has been enacted; every dec- 
Jaration which has come to the people, from that 
quarter ; has shown it to be the wish of Congress 
to make the United States independent of the 
world, as to articles of the first necessity, as she 
is in her political rights as a nation. And for 
this purpose Congress have laid duties upon all 
raw or manufactured articles, to an extent suffi- 
cient to prohibit their importation, whenever it 
was ascertained that the country could produce 
a sufficiency for home consumption. And, in 
some instances, protecting duties have been laid 
with such efficacy, as not only to produce internal 
manufactures, sufficient for the supply of the de- 
mand at home, but to become, also, articles of 
considerable amount in the scale of our exports. 

Not merely, however, have Congress, in laying 
prohibitory or protecting duties, evinced a dispo- 
sition to encourage this species of domestic in- 
dustry, but that body has also granted bounties to 
encourage the industry of an isolated part of the 


_lematical indeed. 
| Your petitioners deem it material to represent. 
that the non-importation act, by creating a de- 
| mand for the articles which that act prohibited, 
i has changed the direction of much capital, and 
| caused the erection of buildings, which must pow 
| become waste, without the interposition of Con- 
gress. That if it be important to encourage mai- 
ufactures, and if they promote national wealth, 
by encouraging internal industry ; if they keep 
money at home, by preventing it from going 
abroad for foreign productions ; if they give life 
to the industry of the farmer, the planter, and the 
mechanic ; there can be no question upon the 
subject. This is the time to encourage them el- 
fectually. If those which are erected be suffered to 
go to waste; if those recently established die with 
the law which gave them being; anage will pas» 
away before other citizens will embark in the 
same business. II] success, upon the part of one 
manufacturer, will prevent others from engaging 
in the same pursuits ; success that crowns every 
measure with popularity, produces herds of imi 
tators and followers. , 
Nor can it be an unimportant consideration 
with Congress, that the encouragement of domes- 
tic manufactures will have a tendeacy to trans- 
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Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. 


B. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 


try, by holding out inducements to artists and | to the President of the Bank of the United States, 


manufacturers to remove here. 

The subscribers cannot quit the subject with- 
out some remarks upon the peculiar situation of 
the country in which they live. Kentucky is 
rich in soil, but at a distance from the seas. She 
is capable of producing hemp for the whole sup- 

ly of the United States—an article perhaps as 


| dated 21st March, 1809, inquiring whether the 


proposed loan might be obtained from the bank; 
and, also, whether the bank would assent to a 
cotemporaneous reimbursement of the whole 
amount of exchanged six per cent. stock owned 
by that institution. 

C. Answer of the President of the Bank of the 


much wanted as any other, both by the Govern- | United States, dated 24th March, 1809, stating 
ment, and by private citizens, engaged in every | that it appears to the Board of Directors that 
pursuit in life; which, to an enormous amount, | they are not authorized, by the act of 1795, to 
js annually imported from the northern parts of | make a loan for the reimbursement of the stock 
Europe, and which cannot easily be procured, in | created by the act of 1807; that the bank will 
case of war. If the manufacturers of Kentucky | agree to the loan, provided it is not wanted for a 
were sufficiently encouraged, they would induce | more distant period than the time when the 
the farmers to cultivate it, so as to furnish a never- | present charter of the bank will expire; and pro- 
failing resource, whether in peace or war. The | vided, also, a law be obtained giving them au- 
proximity of Kentucky to Ohio and Indiana sub- | thority to make it; and that the board prefer a 
jects her to continual drains of treasure for Uni- | reimbursement of only so much of the exchanged 
ted States’ lands. Large sums are annually taken | six per cent. stock which they own, as may fall 
off fur foreign productions, and merchants in the | to the lot of the bank. 
Atlantic States, who are the real collectors of | D. Proceedings of the Commissioners of the 
the revenue, for Kentucky, her quota to the Trea- | Sinking Fund, at a meeting held on the 26th 
sury. Protected as she is by the Union, with | December, 1795, authorizing a loan of $500,000, 
this arrangement she is satisfied, But when the | pursuant to the first section of the act above- 
fishermen of the East are not only encouraged by | mentioned, passed the 3d of March, 1795. 
protecting duties, but also by bounties; when,| EH. Contract with the Bank of the United 
comparatively speaking, no public moneys are | States, dated 31st December, 1795, for a loan of 
expended here, but all at Washington, and on the | $500,000, obtained from that institution, in pur- 
seaboard, in salaries, buildings, fortifications, upon | suance of the last mentioued proceedings of the 
the Army, and on the Navy, for the protection of | Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. 
commerce, in which, from her local and insular| _F. Proceedings of the Commissioners of the 
situation, she cannot participate; she would be | Sinking Fund, at a meeting held on the 15th 
better pleased if she was indemnified, for these | December, 1798, authorizing a loan of $200,000, 
disadvantages, by some encouragement of her | pursuant to the provisions of the act above- 
industry ; and that, perhaps, can best be done, , mentioned, passed the 3d of March, 1795. 
with public benefit, by protecting duties tothe |. G. Contract with the Bank of the United 
manufacture of what promises to be her staple | States, dated 17th December, 1798, for a loan of 
article. . Wherefore, &c. | $200,000, obtained from that institution, in pur- 
JOHN ALLEN, and others. | suance of the last mentioned proceedings of the 
| Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. 
No other loans have ever been obtained under 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE SINKING FUND. | either the first or tenth section of the act of 3d 
‘a | March, 1795; nor can I find, in the minutes of 


[Communicated to the House, June 23, 1809.] |the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, any 


, | other proceedings touching the exercise or con- 
Treasury Department, June 20,1809. | struction of the duties or powers contained in 
Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to the* those sections. 


resolution of the House of Representatives of the | It appears by the document A, that the Com- 
17th instant, to transmit copies of the following | missioners of the Sinking Fund, at their meeting 
documents, viz: of the 18th March, 1809, construed the words, 

A. Proceedings of the Commissioners of the | “ public debt,” in the 10th section of the act of 3d 
Sinking Fund, at a meeting held on 18th March, ; March, 1795, as embracing the exchanged six 
1809, directing the application of a sum, not ex- | per cent. stock; and considered the section, gen- 








ceeding $2,250,000, to the reimbursement of the | 
principal of the exchanged six per cent. stock, | 
and authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
borrow, with the approbation of the President of | 
the United States, and in conformity with the 
provisions of the 10th section of the act “ making | 
further provision for the support of public credit, 
and for the redemption of the public debt,” a sum 
equal to that of the principal of the exchanged | 


siX per cent. stock, which might be thus reim- | 
bursed. \ 


erally, as authorizing them to borrow, with the 
approbation of the President, the sum requisite 
for the reimbursement of that part of the princi- 
pal of the public debt, if there was, in their 
opinion, reason to apprehend that all the de- 
mands on the Treasury, including such reim- 
bursement, could not be discharged unless a loan 
to that amount was obtained. 

I. The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
did not decide that the words “ public debt,” in 
that section, comprehended any debt which did 
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not exist on the 3d day of March, 1795, when the 
law was passed; nor even any portion of the 
debt then existing. which might (as in the case 
of the three per cent. stock, converted, by virtue 
of the act of llth February, 1807, into a six per 
cent. stock) have been subsequently altered, either 
in the amount of its capital, or in the rate of in- 
terest payable thereon. The construction which 
they gave to the law, applied only to the six per 
cent. stock, issued by virtue of the 2d section of 
the act of 11th February, 1807, in exchange of 
the old six per cent. or deferred stocks. No alter- 
ation whatever was produced by that exchange. 
either in the amount of principal, in the rate of 
interest, in the time of paying the interest, or in 
the manner of transferring the debt. The only 
change is the manner in which the principal 
should be reimbursed; and that certainly did not 
alter the nature of the debt. This exchanged 
stock is, therefore, in the opinion of the commis- 
sioners, precisely the same debt which existed in 
Mareh, 1795, and to which the powers vested in 
them, by that act, are strictly applicable. But, 
although the grounds on which a different opinion 
was entertained by the bank are not to this mo- 
ment understood, it appeared. eligible, in a case 
where doubts were suggested, to apply to Con- 
gress for an explanatory act, and, in the mean- 
while, to suspend any further proceedings re- 
species the proposed Joan. The resolution of 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund has not, 
therefore, been yet submitted to the President of 
the United States for his approbation. 

II. The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
are, by the 10th section of the act of 3d March, 
1795, empowered and required, if necessary, to 
borrow, with the approbation of the President of 
the United States, the sums requisite for the re- 
imbursement of the principal of the public debt. 
The generai expressions, “if necessary,” have 
been taken by the commissioners as confining the 
power, thus vested in them, not to the case, when 
the sams which they are directed to pay, annu- 
ally, might exceed the probable receipts into the 
Treasury for that year, but to that of those re- 
ceipts being insufficient to discharge all the an- 
nual expenditures, including the payments of the 
Sinking Fund. The question of priority of pay- 
ment in favor of that fund was not taken into 
consideration, because, although the obligation to 
pay, at this time, eight millions of dollars, annu- 
ally, on that account is indisputable, it is equally 
necessary that all the other expenses, authorized 
and directed by Congress, should be. paid. The 
meaning and object of the section appeared, in- 
deed, so obvious, that no doubt had suggested 
itself on that subject previous to its late dis- 
cussion. 

The first section of the act authorizes the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund to borrow, from 
time to time, such sums, in anticipation of the 
revenues, (not exceeding, in one year, one million 
of dollars,) as may be necessary for the payment 
of the interest on the public debt. The restric- 
tive word is the same in this as in the 10th sec- 
zion of the act. If it be insisted that the necessity 
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of borrowing can never exist in this case, unless 
the revenues appropriated should fall short of the 
sums payable on account of the interest, there 
has been no year, since the law passed, in which 
such loan could have been legally made. [t wi|| 
appear, by reference to the documents D and &. 
that in December, 1795, a loan of $500,000 was. 
by virtue of the first section of the act of 34 

arch, 1795, authorized by the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund. approved by the President, 
and obtained from the bank. he necessity of 
the loan is made to rest, not on a comparative 
view of the revenues appropriated for the pay. 
ment of the interest, and of the sums payable on 
account of that interest, but on the general state 
of the Treasury, and on a general view of the 
receipts and expenditures for the three last quar- 
ters of 1795, and for the year 1796. The amount 
of revenues which were pledged for the payment 
of interest are there estimated, for the year 1796, 
at near six millions, and the amount of interest 
at only four millions of dollars, 

The papers F and G refer to a loan of two 
hundred thousand dollars, obtained in December, 
1798, from the bank, for the purpese of reim- 
bursing an instalment of the principal of the loan 
of two millions of dollars, had of the bank, pur- 
suant to the 11th section of the act of incorpora- 
tion. The loan is, through some error of the 
transcriber, stated to be by virtue of the 6th sec- 
tion of the act of 3d March, 1795; which section 
does not confer any authority to borrow money. 
And the loan was evidently made under the 
tenth, and not under the first section of the act; 
for it is intended for the oe of reimbursing 
an instalment of principal, and not for paying the 
interest on the public debt; and it was also made 
for a term of four years, (though reimbursable 
sooner, at the pleasure of the United States,) 
which could not have been done under the power 
vested by the first section, which directs an abso- 
lute reimbursement within a year from the time 
of each loan. This loan was made because there 
was “no surplus of revenue in the Treasury ap- 
plicable to the payment of the said instalment;” 


: by which is not meant that surplusses of revenue 


were alone appropriated for that object: for so 
much of the duties on imports, and spirits dis- 


‘tilled, and stills, as would be sufficient to pay the 


instalments of that two millions loan, were ap- 
propriated by the eighth section of the act of 3d 
March, 1795; and the commissioners were di- 
rected, by the eleventh section of the same act, 
to reimburse the said instalments as they became 
due. Nor was there, in the year 1798, any defi- 
ciency in the revenues appropriated for the pay- 
ment of interest and principal, which the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fuad were directed to 
make; for the revenues pledged exceeded, by 
three millions of dollars, the payments made on 
that account. But, at that time, as at present, 
the necessity of recurring to the authority to 
borrow, vested by the act in the commissioners, 
resulted from a deficiency in the general receipts, 
which, during that year, fell short of the general 
expenditures. 
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Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 


——————— - 

Under those impressions it was stated, in the 
report made on the Ist instant, that it might be 
necessary to borrow a sum equal to the amount 
of the principal of the public debt, reimbursed 
during the year 1809; and that, provided the au- 
thority vested by the act of 3d March, 1795, 
should be expressly extended to the stock issued 
under the act of llth February, 1807, no other 
rovision seemed woaeestty for the public service 
of this year. And as, in the statement and esti- 
mates from which those conclusions were drawn, 
the moneys actually in the Treasury at the com- 
mencement of the year are stated at near ten 
millions of dollars, and the demands on account 
of public debt, for this year, at less than six mil- 
lions and a half, the report was evidently founded 
on the supposed correctness of the construction 
above-mentioned. But, if that construction shall 
be deemed incorrect, and if the powers vested in 
the commissioners by the tenth section of the act 
of 3d March, 1795, shall be considered, by Con- 
gress, as applicable only to the case when the 
moneys in the Treasury, together with the pro- 
bable receipts for the year, shall fall short of 
eight millions of dollars, the provision suggested 
by the report (and which was intended only to 
remove a doubt respecting the nature of the debt 
io which the powers were applicable) will not be 
sufficient. It will then be necessary to pass a 
law, giving an express authority to borrow the 
money which may be wanted. 

I must acknowledge that, so far as relates to 
the extinguishment of the debt, and independent 
of the question respecting the true construction 
of the law, I perceive no material difference be- 
tween the two modes. Whenever the expenses 
of a nation shall exceed its revenues, loans must, 
in some shape or another, be obtained; and the 
important question is, whether all the expenses 
incurred be really necessary, or even useful. On 
the decision of that question, the Secretary of the 
Treasury has no control. If he had, there would 
certainly be no necessity to borrow money in 
lime of peace. 

Permit me to add some observations explana- 
tory of the letter written to the president of the 
bank, on points not immediately embraced by the 
resolution of the House. 

There were two reasons why it was thought 
more eligible, in this instance, to negotiate a loan 
with the bank than with individuals. It is still 
uncertain when, and to what amount, the money 
may be wanted. A contract with individuals re- 
quires previous notice and arrangements, and is 
absolute, so as to compel Government to receive 
the amount lent, according to the terms of the 
contract. But, with the bank, it was sufficient 
to ascertain whether the loan could, if wanted, 
be obtained from that institution; the contract 
might be delayed till it was ascertained whether, 
and to what amount, the loan was necessary ; 
and it might be avoided, altogether, if not actu- 
ally necessary. The reimbursement would also 
be made with more convenience, and some in- 
terest saved, because the repayments may be 
made to the bank, from time to time, and in any 
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sums whatever, according to the situation of the 
Treasury. 

In proposing to the bank that they should give 
notice to the Treasury of their wish to be reim- 
bursed the whole amount of their exchanged six 
pet cent. stock, my object was to facilitate the 
oan, since, by that operation, there would have 
been no real payment, but only a commutation 
of debt; and, also, to accommodate, so far as was 
consistent with the public interest, those individ- 
uals, who, by accepting the terms of the act of 
February, 1807, had become owners of exchanged 
six per cent. stock, and who, that stock being 
above par, could not desire to be reimbursed. As 
it related to the bank, that consideration was im- 
material, as it was not presumed that they wanted 
to sell their stock. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Hon. Speaker House of Reps. 


A.—Proceedings of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, at a meeting held on 18th March, 1809. 

At a meeting of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, held on the 18th March, 1809; 
present, Robert Smith, Secretary of State, Albert 
Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury, C. A. Rod- 
ney, Attorney General United States : 

The Secretary of the Treasury laid before the 
board a report, dated the 18th day of March, 1809, 
which was read, and is as follows, viz: 

“That there was paid, during the year 1808, in 
order to complete the reimbursement of the 
eight per cent. stock,a sum of - $1,547,000 

On account of the public debt, for the 
year 1809, in advance, and on ac- 
count of the annual appropriation 
of LET feb ST te BT 8,000,000 

Leavingasumof - - = 6,453,000 

Which must, in conformity with ex- 
isting laws, be applied, during the 
present year, to the payment of the 
principal and interest of the public 
debt. 

That the payments to be made during 
the present year, on account of the 
interest on the debt, including the 
annual reimbursement of the six 
per cent. and deferred stocks, were 
estimated at - - : - 4,226,000 


Leavingasumof - - - $2,227,000 
Which, the market price of stocks being above 
the rate fixed by law for purchases, can only be 
applied to the reimbursement of the exchanged 
six per cent. stock, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the act supplementary to the act enti- 
tled ‘An act making provision for the redemption 
of the whole of the public debt of the United 
States,’ 

And that, considering the probable amount of 
receipts and expenditures during the present year, 
itis not believed that all the demands on the 
Treasury, including the above-mentioned sum of 
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$2,227,000, can be discharged, unless a loan can 
be obtained equal to the amount of prieeipet of 
the public debt thus reimbursed.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $2,250,000 
be applied, during the present year, to the reim- 
bursement of the principal of the exchanged six 
per cent. stock, in conformity with the provisions 
of the act last above-mentioned. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be authorized, with the approbation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to borrow a sum equal 
to that of the principal of the public debt which 
may be thus reimbursed, in conformity with the 

rovisions of the tenth section of the act, entitled 
‘An act making further provision for the support 
of public credit, and for the redemption of the 


public debt.” 
R. SMITH, Secretary of State. 
A. GALLATIN, Sec’ry T'reas’y. 
C. A. RODNEY, Ait’y Gen. U.S. 


ee 


B.—Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
President of the Bank of the United States. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
March 21, 1809. 

Sir: The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
having directed the reimbursement of a sum not 
exceeding $2,250,000, of the new exchanged six 
per cent. stock, and authorized, in conformity 
with the 10th section of the act “ making fur- 
ther provision for the support of public credit, 
and for the redemption of the public debt,” passed 
3d March, 1795, a loan to the amount of principal 
thus to be reimbursed, I beg leave to inquire, Ist. 
Whether the Bank of the United States will be 
disposed to lend that sum, in two equal insta!- 
ments, viz: on Ist October next, and on the Ist 
January, 1810, being the times at which I intend- 
ed to effect the reimbursement? 2dly. Whether 
the bank will assent to be reimbursed the whole 
amount of said exchanged six per cent. stock, 
which they own, at the times above-mentioned ? 

The two propositions may be considered as in- 
dependent, one of the other, it being, however, 
understood that, if the bank does not wish to 
make the loan, it would suit Government better 
not to reimburse the bank exclusively, but only 
according to lot, in common with other stock- 
holders. 

If the bank will assent to make the loan, but 
refuse to receive the reimbursement, (so far only 
excepted as may be determined by lot,) it will 
not be material that the sum lent should be paid 
by the bank into the Treasury, precisely in two 
instalments, as above-mentioned. The times and 
amounts of payments may, in that case, be ar- 
ranged, when a formal agreement shall be entered 
into, so as to answer the wants of the Treasury, 
and the convenience of the bank. It is only in 
case the bank will accede to both propositions, 
that, as there will be no real payments, but onl 
a commutation of exchanged six per cent. ool 
into a temporary loan, it will be necessary that 
the loan should be made on the same days, and 
for the same sums as the reimbursement. 
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f the bank will accede to both proposals, ;, 
will be seen, by reference to the 8th section of th 
act supplementary to the act, entitled “An ae 
making provision for the redemption of the whol 
of the public debt of the United States, passe, 
the 11th February, 1807, that an exclusive rejm. 
bursement of the exchanged six per cent. stock 
held by the bank, cannot take place, unless notic. 
be given to this Department, in writing, of the 
wish of the institution to be thus reimbursed: 
and that notice must reach me prior to the 30t) 
instant, as I must otherwise determine, by lo 
what certificates of that stock shall be reimburs. 
ed, and give public notice thereof, in conformity 
with the second section of the same act, on o; 
before the first day of next month. Iam sensib}. 
that this is pressing for an answer within a short. 
er time than may be convenient, but, under the 
pressure of current business, I did not attend t 
this operation till within the last three days. | 
therefore request that you will have the goodnes 
to lay the subject immediately before the Board, 
and to favor me with the answer. If that answer 
be in the affirmative, I will thank you to enclose 
in it the notice, in writing, asking for the rein. 
bursement, in order that such notice, unconnect- 
ed with any other subject, may be filed as 
voucher, authorizing me to reimburse, in con- 
formity therewith. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Daviv Lenox, Esq., President. c. 





C.—Letter from the President of the Bank of th 

United States to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Bank or tue Unitep Srares, 
March 24, 1809. 

Sir: I lost no time in laying before the Board 
of Directors, your letter of the 21st inst., which 
I had the honor of receiving yesterday. To the 
first of your inquiries, namely; “ Whether the 
Bank of the United States will be disposed to 
lend that sum ($2,250,000) in two equal instal- 
ments, viz: on the Ist October next, and on the 
ist January, 1810?” I am desired to state, that 
there is every disposition on the part of this Board 
to comply with the wishes of Government, but 
it appears to them that they are not authorized, 
by the act of 1795, to make a loan for the rein- 
bursement of the stock created by the act of 1507; 
besides, there are considerations which now pre- 
sent themselves, of much importance to the io- 
stitution, arising from the short duration of the 
charter, with which a loan, reimbursable at the 
pleasure of the United States, may interfere. To 
evince, however, the friendly disposition of the 
Board, they do not hesitate to agree to the loan, 
provided it is not wanted for a more distant peri- 
od than the time when the present charter of the 
bank will expire, at an interest of six per cent. pet 
annum, and provided also, a law is obtained, | 
the next session of Congress, giving them author- 
ity to make it. 

To your second inquiry, viz: “Whether the 
bank will assent to be reimbursed the whole 
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the sum of five hundred thousand dollars be bor- 
rowed by the Secretary of the Treasury, for a 
term not exceeding one year, ata rate of inter- 
est not exceeding six per centum per annum, to 
commence on the first of January, 1796, pursuant 
to the first section of the act, entitled “An act 
making further provision for the support of 

ublic credit, and for the redemption of the pub- 
lie debt ;” and that this resolution be laid before 
the President of the United States, for his ap- 


probation. 
JOHN ADAMS, 
President of the Senate. 
TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
Secretary of State. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jr., 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Approved, December 20, 1795. 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 





E.—Contract between the Commissioners of the Sink- 
ing Fund and the Bank of the United States. 
Articles of agreement between Oliver Wolcott, 

Jr., Secretary of the Treasury, in behalf of the 

Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, of the 

one part; and the President, Directors, and 

Company of the Bank of the United States, of 

the other part ; made and concluded the thirty- 

first day of December, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five. 

Whereas, by the act, entitled “An act making 
further provision for the support of the publie 
credit, and for the redemption of the public debt,” 
passed the third day of March, in the present 
year, the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
with the approbation of the President of the Oni- 
ted States, are authorized and empowered to bor- 
row, or cause to be borrowed from time to time, 
such sums, in anticipation of the revenues appro- 
priated, not exceeding, in one year, one million 
of dollars. And whereas the said Commission- 
ers of the Sinking Fund, by their resolution of 
the twenty-sixth day of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, approved by the 
President of the United States, did unanimously 
agree, that the sum of five hundred thousand 
dollars should be borrowed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, for a term not exceeding one year, 
at a rate of interest not exceeding six per cent. 
per annum, to commence on the first of January, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, pur- 
suant to the act before recited : 

Now, therefore, these presents witness, that, 
pursuant to the authority aforesaid, it hath been, 
and is hereby, agreed, by and between the said 
parties of the first. and second part, as follows, 


First. The said President, Directors, and Com- 
pany, shall lend to the United States the sum of 
five hundred thousand dollars, to be advanced on 
the first day of January, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-six. 

Second. The said sum, so to be advanced as 


sals, it —————— ee 

Of the unt of the exchanged six per cent. which 
Ln aet eT own, at the times mentioned ?” I have to 
whole reply, that the Board prefer accepting such pro- 
pereed rtion only, as may fall to the lot of the bank. 
Tet fo returning this answer to your letter, I hope it 
stock, may be perfectly satisfactory, and an additional 
matiee roof of the desire of this Board to comply with 
of the the views of Government on every occasion, 
ursed; when not incompatible with the interest of the 
€ 30th institution. 

by lot ins 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
nburs. D. LENOX, President. 
prong Hon. Atsertr Gavuatin. 

Or 

nsible 

short. D.—Proceedings of the Commissioners of the Sinking 

er the Fund, at a meeting held on the 26th of December, 

end to 1794. 

Lys. | At a meeting of the Commissioners of the 

odness Sinking Fund, on the 26th day of December, 

Board. 1795; 

ins Wer Present: The President of the Senate, the 

nclose Secretary of State, and the Secretary of the 

> reim- Treasury; 

nnect- A report of the Secretary of the Treasury was 

dasa read, as follows: 

Q con- “That, to provide for the payment of the in- 
terest on the public debt, which will fall due at 
the close of the present year, it will be necessary 

PIN. to anticipate the appropriated revenues to the 
amount of five hundred thousand dollars. 

“The authority to make a loan for this pur- 

pose, is contained in the first section of an act, 
of th passed on the 3d day of March, 1795, entitled ‘An 
~~ act making further provision for the support of 
iS, ublie credit, and for the redemption of the pub- 

809, le debt.’ 

Board “The Secretary proposes, that the said loan be 

which had of the Bank of the United States, for one 

To the year, to bear interest from the Ist day of January 

ver the Me ensuing, at the rate of six per cent. perannum, to 

sed to be refunded out of the proceeds of the duties on 
instal- goods, wares, and merchandise, imported, on the 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and upon spirits 
re, that distilled within the United States, and stills, 

Board which may acerue to the end of the present year, 

nt, but and be then uncollected. 

orized, “That the Commissioners may be satisfied, as 

2 reim- to the real state of the Treasury, at the latest pe- 

f 1807; riod to which the accounts have been settled, he 

W pre: takes the liberty to lay before them, a copy of his 

the ia- report, made to the House of Representatives, on 

of the the 14th instant, in which the receipts and ex- 
at the penditures for the three first quarters of the pres- 
re. To ent year are ‘exhibited, and also, a view of the 
of the probable receipts and expenditures for the year 

e loan, 1796. 

it peri- “Wherefore, the said Secretary requests that | viz: 

of the the Board of Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 

nt, per would resolve, that an application be made to the 
ned, at President of the United States, for his permis- 
yuthor- sion to the Secretary of the Treasury to borrow 

five hundred thousand dollars, on the terms and 
er the conditions before-mentioned, to be applied in the 
whole manner herein proposed.” 


hereupon, it was resolved unanimously, That 


aforesaid, shall bear interest at the rate of six per 
centum per annum, from the date before-men- 
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tioned, payable on the first day of July, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-six, and on the 
first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety seven. 

Third. The United States shall reimburse or 
repay to the said Bank of the United States, the 
said sum of five hundred thousand dollars, with 
the interest which shall be due thereon, on or be- 
fore the first day of January, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, reserv- 
ing, nevertheless, to the United States, the right 
of reimbursing, at their pleasure, the whole, or 
any part of the said sum, which shall have been 
ps and advanced, after giving one month’s 
notice, to the President of the said Bank, of the 
sum intended to be reimbursed. 

In testimony whereof, the said Secretary of the 
Treasury hath caused the seal of the 
Treasury to be affixed to these presents, 
and hath hereunto subscribed his hand; 

{u. s.Jand the said President, Directors, and 
Company, havealso caused the seal of the 
Bank of the United States to be affixed to 
the same, the day and year aforesaid. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
THOS. WILLING, 


{t. s.] 
President Bank of the U. S. 





F.—Proceedings of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, at a meeting held on the 15th of December, 
1798. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, on the fifteenth day of December, 
1798; : 

Present: The Hon. John Laurence, President 
of the Senate, the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the Attorney General 
of the United States; 

The Secretary of the Treasury laid before the 
Board a report, dated the fourteenth day of De- 
cember, 1798, which was read, and is as follows: 

“That, by the eleventh section of the act of 
Congress, passed on the third day of March, 1795, 
entitled ‘An act making further provision for the 
support of public credit, and for the redemption 
of the public debt,’ the Commissioners ot . the 
Sinking Fund are required to reimburse, to the 
Bank of the United States, the instalments due 
upon the loan of two millions of dollars, had of 
the said Bank, pursuant to the eleventh section 
of the act by which the same was incorporated, 
as the said instalments shall respectively accrue. 

“That, on the last day of December, in the 

resent year, the instalment of the aforesaid loan, 

ing two hundred thousand dollars, will fall due 
to the said bank. 

“There being no surplus of revenue in the 
Treasury applicable to the payment of the said 
instalments, the Secretary requests, that applica- 
tion be made to the President of the United States, 
for his permission to borrow the sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, for a term not exceeding 
four years, to be applied to the purpose aforesaid; 


APPENDIX. 


Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. 


“ Resolved, That the sum of two hundred thou. 
sand dollars be borrowed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, pursuant to the sixth section of the 
act, passed on the third day of March, 1795, en. 
titled ‘An act making further provision for the 
support of public credit, and for the redemption 
of the public debt, and that the proceeds of the 
said loan be applied, by the said Secretary, to the 
payment of the seventh instalment of the loan of 
two millions of dollars, borrowed under the act. 
entitled ‘An act to: incorporate the subscribers to 
the Bank of the United States :’? Provided, That 
the said loan shall, nevertheless, be reimbursable 
at the pleasure of the United States, and shall 
bear interest at a rate not exceeding six per cent. 
per annum, and that this resolution be laid before 
the President of the United States for his appro. 
bation. 

“All which is respectfully submitted, by 

“OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
“ Secretary of the Treasury. 

“TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

“ December 15, 1798.” 

Whereupon, it was resolved, that the said re. 
port be be accepted, and that the resolution afore- 
said be laid before the President of the United 
States for his approbation. 

JOHN LAURENCE, 
President of the Senate, pro. tem. 


Paitapetpnia, Dec. 17, 1798. 
Approved: JOHN ADAMS. 


Recorded from the original minutes on the 
file, by EDWARD JONES, 
Sec’ry Commissioners Sinking Fund. 





G.— Contract between the Commissioners of the Sink- 
ing Fund and the Bank of the United States. 


Articles of agreement between Oliver Wolcott, 
Secretary of the Treasury,in behalf of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, of the one 
part; and the President, Directors, and Com- 
pany, of the Bank of the United States, of the 
other part; made and concluded the twenty- 
eighth day of December in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
eight. 

Whereas, by the act, entitled “An act making 
further provision for the support of public credit, 
and for the redemption of the public debt, passed 
the third day of March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five, the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, with the approbation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, are authorized and 
empowered to borrow, or cause to be borrowed, 
from time to time, such sums, in anticipation o! 
the revenues appropriated, not exceeding one 
million of dollars: And whereas the said Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, by their resolu- 
tion, of the fifteenth of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and nioety-eight, approved by the 
President of the United Benee, did unanimously 
agree that the sum of two hundred thousand dol- 
lars shall be borruwed by the Secretary of the 


and, therefore, submits the following resolution: | Treasury : Provided, nevertheless, That the said 
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Joan shall be reimbursable at the pleasure of the 
United States, and shall bear interest at a rate 
not exceeding six per centum per annum: 
Now, therefore, these presents witness that, 
ursuant to the authority aforesaid, it hath been, 
and is hereby, agreed, by and between the said 


parties of the first and second part, as follows, 


ist The said President, Directors, and Cém- 

ny, shall lend to the United States the sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars, to be advanced on 
the first day of January, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-nine. 

94. The said sum, so to be advanced as afore- 
said, shall bear interest at the rate of six per cent. 
per annum, from the date before-mentioned, pay- 
able half yearly to the said parties of the second 
part, during the continuance of the said loan, if 
the same shall be required. 

3d. The United States shall reimburse, or re- 
pay tothe Bank of the United States, the said 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars, with the 
jnterest which shall be due thereon, on or before 
the first day of January, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and three, re- 
serving, nevertheless, to the United States, the 
right of reimbursing, at their pleasure, the whole, 
erany part of said sum, which shall have been 
so lent and advanced, after giving one month’s 
notice to the President of the said Bank, of the 
sum intended to be reimbursed. 


In testimony whereof, the said Secretary of the 
Treasury hath caused the seal of the Treasury to 
be affixed to these presents, and hath hereunto 
subscribed his hand; and the said President, Di- 
rectors, and Company, have also caused the seal 
of the Bank of the United States to be affixed to 
the same, the day and year aforesaid. 


[u. s.] OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

[u. s.] THOMAS WILLING, 
President. 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


[Communicated to the House, December 8, 1809.] 


In obedience to the directions of the act sup- 
lementary to the act. entitled “ An act to estab- 
fish the Treasury Department,” the Secretary of 
the Treasury respectfully submits the following 
report and estimates : 


The duties on merchandise and tonnage, which 
accrued during the year 1807, amounted, after 
deducting the expenses of collec- 
tion, to - - - - - - $26,126,648 
From which, deducting for deben- 

tures issued on account of re-ex- 


portations - - - . - 10,067,191 


Left, for the net revenue accrued ' 
during that year-  - - =~ $16,059,457 
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The same duties, during the year 
1808, amounted, after deducting 
the expenses of collection, to - 

From which, deducting for deben- 
tures issued, and which, on ac- 
count of the embargo, did not ex- 
CGS 556) oe Se eee 


$10,501,559 


249,396 


Leaves, for the net revenue accrued 
during that year, as will appear 
by the statement A - - - $10,332,163 


The statement B exhibits in detail the several 
species of merchandise, and other sources, from 
which that revenue was collected during the year 
1808 ; and the statement Aa gives a comparative 
view of the importations and re-exportations of 
the several species of merchandise for the years 
1807 and 1808, showing thereby distinctly, the 
effect of foreign aggressions and commercial re- 
strictions on the importations of foreign articles. 

From the returns already received for the three 
first quarters of the present year, and from the 
general knowledge of the importations made dur- 
ing the two last months, it is believed that the 
gross amount of duties on merchandise imported 
during the whole year will, after deducting the 
expenses of collection, amount to about ten mil- 
lions of dollars. 

But, as the debentures issued, on account of 
re-exportations, principally of colonial produce, 
will amount to about $3,500,000, the net revenue, 
accrued during the year 1809, cannot be estimated 
at more than six millions and a half. 

It appears, by the statement C, that the sales 
of public lands have, during the year ending on 
the 30th of September, 1809, amounted to 143,000 
acres, and the payments by purchasers to nearly 
five hundred thousand dollars. The proceeds of 
sales in the Mississippi Territory being, after de- 
ducting the surveying and other incidental ex- 
penses, appropriated in the first place to the pay- 
ment of a sum of $1,250,000 to the State of Geor- 
gia, are distinctly stated. 

It appears, by the statement D, that the pay- 
ments on account of the principal of the public 
debt have, during the same period, amounted to 
nearly $6,730,000 ; the reimbursement of the eight 
per cent. stock having taken place on the first of 
January last. But the aggregate of payments on 
account of principal and interest will not, for 
the two years, 1808 and 1809, exceed the sum of 
sixteen millions of dollars appropriated by law. 

The same statement shows that about $34,796,- 
000 of the principal of the debt have been reim- 
bursed during the eight years and a half, com- 
mencing on the first of April, L801, and ending 
on the 30th of September, 1809, exclusively of 
more than six millions of dollars paid in confor- 
mity with the provisions of the convention with 
Great Britain and of the Louisiana convention. 

The actual receipts into the Treasury during 
the year, ending on the 30th of September, 1809, 
have amounted to - - = $9,315,753 16 
Making, together with the bal- 
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ance in the Treasury on the Ist 
of October, 1808, and amount- 


ingto - > - - 


An aggregate of = - 


The disbursements, during the year, have con- 


sisted of the following items, viz: 


Civil Goparemant, including miscellaneous ex- 
those incident to the intercourse with 


nses, an 
Oreign nations -~ . - 
Military and Naval Establish- 
ments, including the Indian de- 
riment, viz: 
Military, including arms and for- 
tificaiions - 




















- $23.162.470 68 


_ 


- $1,439,633 23 
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About twelve and a half millions o dollars, in 
cash or bonds, payable during the year 1810, and 
applicable to the expense of that year. This es. 
timate, however, is founded on the SUPPosition 
that the amount of debentures, payable in that 
year, will not exceed two millions of dollars, and 
that the receipts, during the year, arising from 
importations subsequent to the first of Januar 
next, and from the sales of land, will be sufficient 
to pay those debentures, and to leave at all times 
in the Treasury, at least one million of dollars, 

Estimating the expenses of a civil nature, both 
domestic and foreign, for the year 1810, at the 
same amount actually expended for those objects 
during the preceding year, or at 


13,846,717 52 


eo 
















- $3,366,403 12 ver tied le it on ee $1,500,000 

Navy - - = 2,379,267 80 And adding thereto the annual ap- 
Indian department 292,303 84 propriation of - - - - 5,000,000 

6,037,974 76 | For the public debt, (of which sum 

Interest on the public debt - —- 3,126,149 15} about three millions seven hun- 

_ dred and fifty thousand dollars 

10,603,757 14; will be applied to the final reim- 

Reimbursement of principal of bursement of the exchanged six 

the public debt - - - 6,729,777 53} per cent. stock,) it follows that, 

unless the aggregate of the ex- 

Amounting, together, as will ap- penses for the Military and Naval 

pear more in detail by the state- Establishments should be reduced 
ment E,to’ - - - - 17,333,534 67 toabout - .- - - - 3,000,000 
And leaving in the Treasury, on —_-—_. 
the 30th of September, 1809, a $12.500,000 
balanceof - - . — 


$23,162,470 68 


Whence it appears that the expenses of Gov- 
ments on account 
ave exceeded the 
actual receipts into the Treasury, 
nearly thirteen hundred thousand 
that that deficiency, as well as the reimbursement 
of the principal of the debt, have been paid out 
of the sums previously in the Treasury, or, in 
other words, out of the surplus of the revenue of 


ernment, exclusively of the pa 
of the principal of the debt, 


Cp pevesding years, 


he outstanding revenue bonds may, after de- 
ducting the expenses of collection, and allowing 
for bad debts, be estimated to have amounted, on 
the 30th of September, 1809, to. - 


he duties on the importations, dur- 
ing the last quarter, will not prob- 
ably, after making a similar de- 
duction, fallshortof - - .- 
All those will fall due prior to the 
first day of January, 1811, and 
make, together with the balance 
in the Treasury on the 30th of 
September, 1809, and amounting, 
as above stated,to - - - 
Anaggregateof - - - 
he expenses of the present quarter, 
though not yet precisely ascer- 
tained, will not probably, includ- 
ing the payments on account of 
the public debt, exceed : - 
Leaving, on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1810,asumof - : - 


= 
_—_ 


5,828,036 01 
















A loan will be necessary to make up the defi- 
ciency. That state of the Treasury had been 
anticipated ; and, for that reason, an increase of 
duties had been respectfully submitted in the last 
annual report. But, should that measure be now 
adopted, it would not, on account of the terms 
of credit allowed for the payment of duties, su- 
persede the necessity of a loan for the service of 
the year 1810, commensurate with the extent of 
those establishments, and with the appropria- 
tions which may be made for their support by 
Congress. No precise sum is suggested, since 
this must vary according to the plans which may 
be adopted in relation to foreign nations, and will 
particularly depend on the decision of Congress 
on the question of war or peace. It is sufficient 
to state that, if the actual expenditure of the year 
1810, for all military and naval purposes, should 
be estimated at the same sum which was disbursed 
by the Treasury, for those objects, during the 
year ending on the 30th of September, 1809, and 
exceeding, as above stated, six millions of dollars, 
the deficiency, according to the preceding esti- 
mates, would amount to three millions; on which 
supposition, it would seem prudent, in order to 
provide against any deficiency in the receipts, 
beyond what has been estimated, to authorize a 
loan of four millions of dollars. 

In the event of war, the necessity of rendering 
it efficient, and of calling for that purpose into 
action all the resources of the country is too ob- 
vious to require any comment. On that subject 
nothing will, at this time, be added by this De- 
partment to the suggestions respectfully submit- 
ted in the two preceding annual reports. Loans, 
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reimbursable by instalments, and at fixed periods, | Interest on the pu 


Sinking Fund. 


blic debt, including 


after the return of peace, must constitute the | the annual reimbursement on the 


————<——— 


| ‘principal resource for defraying the extraordinary | six per cent. and deferred stocks, - 4,100,000 


expenses of the war. For the support of public cones 
“credit, the basis on which rests the practicability | Total of the annual expenses after the 
_ of obtaining loans on reasonable terms, it appears year 1811, - - - - - 8,100,000 


‘necessary that the revenue should, in the mean-| Reimbursement of the converted six 


- while, be equal to the interest on the public debt,} per cent stock oye | ee ne 


including that on the new loans, and to all the — 


‘current expenses of Government, calculated on a | Total of expenses for the year 1811 - $9,960,000 


Peace Establishment, or, for the present, to about 
eight millions of dollars. Animmediate and con-| Whatever may be the decision of Congress, in 


siderable increase of the existing duties will, it is| other respects, there is a subject which seems to 
‘believed, be requisite for that purpose, in order to| require immediate attention. The provisions 


cover the defaleation which a maritime war must | adopted for the purpose of carrying into effect 


“necessarily produce in a revenue almost exclu-| the non-intercourse with England and France, 


sively depending on commerce. That increase | particularly as modified by the act of last ses- 


“appears preferable, in the present situation of the | sion, under an expectation that the Orders of 


nited States, to any other source of taxation, | Council of Great Britain had been revoked, are 
and is not, in time of war, liable to the objection | inefficient, and altogether inapplicable to exist- 
of its encouraging smuggling. It is only in the ing circumstances. It will be sufficient to ob- 
event of that revenue being still more affected by | serve, that exportation by land is not forbidden ; 
a war than is apprehended, that a resort to inter- | and that no bonds being required from vessels 
nal taxes, either direct or indireet, may become | ostensibly employed in the coasting trade, nor 
necessary. | any authority vested by law which will justify 

If war should not be resorted to, it does not ap- | detention, those vessels daily sail for British ports, 
pear requisite, unless Congress should resolve | without any other remedy but the precarious 


_ on a permanent increase in the Military and Na-/| mode of instituting prosecutions against the ap- 


val Establishments, in time of peace, to lay, at| parent owners. It is unnecessary, and it would 
present, any additional duties, beyond a mere con- | be painful, to dwell on all the effects of those vi- 
tinuance of the two and a half per cent. known | olations of the laws. But, without any allusion 


- under the name of “ Mediterranean Fund.” It! tothe efficiency or political object of any system, 
has already been stated, that an increase of the | and merely with a view to its execution, it is in- 
> impost would not supply the deficiency which | cumbent to state, that, from the experience of the 


may take place in the year 1810; and exclusively | two last years, a perfect convietion arises, that, 
of the reimbursement of the loan which may be | either the system of restriction, partially aban- 
wanted for the service of that year, all the nation- | doned, must be reinstated in all its parts, and with 
al expenses, calculated on a Peace Establishment all the provisions necessary for its strict and com- 
and on the average of the actual expenditures of | plete execution, or, that all the restrictions, so far, 


_ the six years, 1802 to 1807, will not exceed ten | at least, as they affect the commerce and naviga- 


millions of dollars for the year 1811, and eight | tion of the citizens of the United States, ought 
millions after that year; for, the only portion of | to be removed. 

the existing debt, which, according to law, it will} All which is respectfully submitted. 

be practicable, after the year 1810, to reimburse, | ALBERT GALLATIN, 

will, exclusively of the annual reimbursement of | Secretary of the Treasury. 
the six per cent. and deferred stocks, consist only | TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Dec. 7th, 1809, 


- of theconverted six per cent. stock, which amounts | 


to less than two millions of dollars. The pay- | 
ments on account of the annual appropriation of | SINKING FUND. 
eight millions of dollars, for the debt, cannot, for | — 
that reason, except for the purpose of reimburs-| [Communicated to the Senate, February 5, 1810.] 
ing the loan which may be wanted for the service | Wasuineton, Feb. 5. 1810. 
of the year 1810, much exceed six millions of/ The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, re- 
dollars in the year 1811, and four millions of dol- | spectfully report to Congress as follows: 
lars, annually, after that year. The expenses for; That the measures which have been authorized 
the year 1811, and the ensuing years, may there-| by the Board, subsequent to their last report of 
fore, if calculated on a Peace Establishment, be | the 4th of February, 1809, so far as the same have 
estimated as follows, viz: _ ' been completed, are fully detailed in the report of 
Civil expenses, both domestic and for- | the Secretary of the Treasury to this Board, dated 
Migs .- i Pe : $1,500,000 | the second day of the present month, and in the 
Military and Naval Establishments, | statements therein referred to, which are here- 
(including the Indian department) | with transmitted, and prayed to be received asa 
calculated on the average of the ac- | part of this report. 
tual expenditure for those objects | G. CLINTON, President of Senate. 
during the six years, 1802—1807, as A. GALLATIN, Secretary Treasury. 
will appear by thestatement F.about 2,500,000 C. A. RODNEY, Altorney General. 
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Treasury Department, Feb. 2, 1810. 
The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully 
reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking 

Fund— 

‘That the balance remaining unexpended at the close 
of the year 1807, and applicable to payments fall- 
ing due after that year, which balance, as appears 
dy the statement B; annexed to the last annual re- 
port, amounted to - ° ° - $820,718 09 

Together with the disbursements made 
during the year 1808, out of the 
Treasury, on account of the principal 
and interest of the public debt; 
which disbursements, as appears by 
the statement C, annexed to the last 
annual report, amounted to - - 10,330,013 60 


And amounting together, to : $11,150,731 69 














Have been accounted for in the following manner: 

I. There was repaid into the Treasury, during the 
year 1808, on account of the principal of moneys 
heretofore advanced for the payment of interest and 
reimbursement of the funded domestic debt, and of 
moneys advanced for the purchase of stock, as ap- 
pears by the statement E, annexed to the last annual 
report = <7 + 5) + + = » $68,796 11 

Il. The sums actually applied during 

the same year, to the payment of the 

principal and interest of the public 

debt, as ascertained by accounts ren- 

dered to the Treasury Department, 

amount, as will appear by the state- 

ment A, to $10,430,833 25, viz: 

- Paid in reimburse- 

ment of the principal 

of the debt, and in- 

cluding the whole of 

the eight per cent. 

stock - . - $6,988,222 01 

2. Paid on account of 
the interest and char- 
ges on the same . 


_ 


3,442,611 24 
—————-_ 10,430,833 25 
III. The balance remaining unexpend- 

ed at the close of the year 1808, and 

applicable to payments falling due 

after that year, as ascertained by ac- 

counts rendered to the Treasury De- 

partment, amounted, as will appear 


by the statement B, to - - - 651,103 33 





$11,150,731 69 











That, during the year 1809, the following disburse- 
ments were made out of the Treasury on account 
of the principal and interest of the public debt, viz: 

1. On account of the reimbursement of the domestic 
funded debt - - - - - $5,750,065 22 

2. On account of the domestic unfund- 


ed debt, viz: 
Payment of register- 

ed debt - - - $258 11 
Payment of debts due 

to foreign officers - 13,307 41 


ee 13,565 52 
3. On account of interest on the Louis- 
iana stock, and on exchanged and 
converted stocks, payable in Europe 689,067, 78 
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SS 
Amounting altogether, as will appear 

by the annexed list of warrants, mark- 

ed C, to - - - - - - $6,452,698 5 


Which disbursements were made out of the following 
funds, viz: 

1. From the funds constituting the annual appropria. 
tion of eight millions of dollars, for the year 1809: 

From the fund arising 
from the interest on 
the debt transferred 
to the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, 
as perstatementI ~- $1,434,773 72 

From the funds arising 
from the sale of pub- 
lic lands, being the 
amount paid into the 
Treasury, from the Ist 
October 1808, to the 
30th September, 1809, 
as per statement K - 

From the proceeds of 
duties on all goods, 
wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported, and on 
the tonnage of ves- 
sels - . - - 

Amounting in all to 

Which sum of - 

Together with the sum 
advanced during the 
year 1808, on account 
of the appropriation 
for the year 1809, 
amounting, as by the 
last annual report, to 
$1,547,301 48, which 
ought to have been 
stated, as explained in 
the note at the foot of 
this report at - - 

Makes the amount of the 
appropriation for the 
year 1809 - - $8,000,000 00 





462,395 23 


4,554,297 42 
———_—_— $6,451,466 2 
6,451,466 37 


1,548,533 63 








2. From the proceeds of duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported, 
and on the tonnage of vessels, ad- 
vanced, in part, and on account of 
the annual appropriation of eight 


millions for the year 1810 - : $1,087 79 
3. From repayments into the Treasury 

on account of remittances purchased 

to provide for the interest on the Lou- 

isiana stock, as will appear by the 

statement E, viz: 
Repayment of principal 

advanced from T'reas- 

ury - - - - $93 20 
Costs recovered - - 51 16 

144 36 








6,452,698 52 

That the above mentioned disburse- 
ments, together with the above stated 
balance, which remained unexpended 
at the close of the year 1808, of - 651,103 33 


And amounting, altogether, to - - $7,103,801 85 





8 52 
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Loans and Additional Revenue. 
—————_—e—eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee™ SN a —<—<—<— 
Will be accounted for in the next annual report, in| To which is to be added the sum of 

conformity to the accounts which shall then have $1,232 15, which was stated in the 











been rendered to the Treasury Department. report dated February 4, 1808, as hav- 
That, in the meanwhile, the manner in which the said | ing been paid during the year 1807, 
sum has been applied is estimated as follows: out of the additional appropriation 


I. The repayments into the Treasury, on account of} made by the fifth section of the act 
the principal, have, during the year 1809, amounted, of April 29, 1802, for the payment of 


as by the above mentioned statement commissions to the agents employed 
E,to - - - S be : $93 20| in the purchase of remittances for 
II. The sums actually applied, during the Dutch debt, when, in fact, the 


interest of the public debt, are esti- propriation, but out of the appropria- 
mated as follows : tion of eight millions of dollars, it 
i, Paid in reimburse- having been paid for commissions on 
ment of the principal the purchase of remittances for inter- 
of the public debt, and terest on the Louisiana stock, which 
including the last in- are not embraced by the fifth section 
stalment of the Dutch of the act of April 29, 1802. This 
debt - - - 3,826,479 26 sum, therefore, as it diminishes the 
2, Paid on account of amount short advanced in the year 


the year 1809, to the principal and said sum was not paid out of that ap- 
{ 
interest and charges | 1807, on the appropriation of eight 











onthe same - - 2,915,776 76 millions, forms an addition to the 
—_—_———_ 6,742,256 02 amount over advanced at the end of 
As will appear by the estimate F. the year 1808, on account of the ap- 
Ill. The balance which remained unex- propriation of eight millions for the 
pended at the close of the year 1809, year 1809, and is here added - - 1,232 15 
and applicable to payments falling 
due after that year, is estimated, per $1,548,533 68 
estimate G, at - - : - 361,452 63 — 


$7,103,801 85 


LOANS AND ADDITIONAL DUTIES. 














That, in conformity to the proceedings and resolutions [Communicated to the House, March 21, 1810.] 

of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, of the January 8th. 1810. 
18th of March, 1809, a copy whereof, marked L, is Sir: Having stated, in your satecal reports, 
ro ge as Gana peeaalia - a that loans would constitute the principal resource 
eighth Sito OR the het Of February 11, 1807, a of the United States for defraying extraordinary 
portion of the exchanged six per cent stock, created SS PPPaee, the Committee of Ways and Means 
by virtue of that act, amounting to $1,151,469 11 | "@Ve instructed me to request that you will re- 
port your opinion as to the most eligible mode of 


"RIAs tootenl ob Gin inten, 00 te obtaining money by loan; keeping in view, both 


the facility of borrowing sums, commensurate 

- 1,090,749 10 | * Me 8 : 

nT Teen one of ; with the exigencies of the United States, and 

Amounting, together to - - - $2,242,218 24| the ultimate extinguishment of the debt con- 
? ———igiporey | SRCEOE. 








You have already given your opinion in favor 

Which sum of $2,242,218 24, forms a part of the sum of an increase Of doties an ‘neetteeiale To 
of $3,826,479 26, above stated as eae of | what extent can this be carried with safety? Can 
principal of the public debt reimbursed in the year any other resources, except taxes and loans, be 


1809. : . . 
‘ i ae ., | relied on, for immediate revenue? 
That the loan authorized by the last of the above I have the honor to be, é&c. 


resolutions of the Commissioners has not been made, | 
there having been no necessity for resorting to it. JOHN W. EPPES. 
And that the statement H exhibits the amount of | Hon. A. Gattatin, Sec’ry Treasury. 
stock transferred to the Commissioners of the Sinking | 
Fund, and to the Treasurer of the United States, in Treasury DEPARTMENT. Feb. 26. 1810. 
trust for said States, and standing to their credit on | Str: I have the honor to submit the following 
the books of the Treasury, on the 31st December, 1809, | o)eryations in answer to the several objects of 
no stocks having been transferred in payment for lands inquiry embraced by your letter of the Sth ulti- 


during the year 1809. . mo. The amount of extraordinary expenses 
All which is wey ray ATIN | which may be authorized by Ganapees being yet 

aig "| unascertained, it is not, even at this time, practi- 

Note in relation to the advance made during the|cable to state, with precision, the sum which 
year 1808. may be wanted on loan for the service of this 

This advance was stated, in the annual report to the | year. And, in relation to ensuing years, it would 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, dated Febru- | be premature to lay down any general rules re- 
ary 3,1809, atthe sumof - - $1,547,301 48 | specting the most eligible mode of borrowing 




















sums of money, commensurate with the exigen- 
cies of the United States in case of war. It is, 
therefore, thought sufficient, for the present, to 
point out some of the most obvious means of 
effecting loans generally, leaving it a subject of 
subsequent consideration to decide, according to 
existing circumstances, on the most eligible 
mode, and on the arrangement of details. 

The inquiries of the Committee of Ways and 
Means apply to the three following points: Ist. 
What is the most eligible mode of obtaining 
money by loan, keeping in view both the facility 
of borrowing sums, commensurate with the ex- 
igencies of the United States, and the ultimate 
extinguishment of the debt contracted ? 2dly. To 
what extent can an increase of importation be 
carried with safety? 3dly. Can any other re- 
sources, besides taxes and loans, be relied on for 
immediate revenue ? 

Loans.—1st. The Commissioners ofthe Sinking 
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suing year. This annual anticipation of the rey- 
enue, though liable to abuse, may, if kept within 
strict bounds, facilitate both the collection of the 
revenue and the loans themselves. 

In relation to the extinguishment of the debt 
contracted, those who borrow can do nothing 
more than to provide and. pledge funds sufficient 
for that object, and to give such a form to the 

, debt as may not impede its redemption. To ren- 
| der it irredeemable for no longer time than is ne- 
| cessary in order to obtain the money; to make 
it reimbursable by instalments. at fixed periods: 
| never to create, cor the sake of diminishing the 
annual interest, a greater nominal amount of stock 
than the sum actually borrowed; and above all, 
never incur expenses which are not actually ne- 
cessary for the defence or welfare of the country ; 
are principles essential for a nation which does 
| hot contemplate a system of perpetual and in- 
| creasing debt. But, for its actual reimbursement, 





Fund will, out of the annual appropriation of eight | we must principally depend on the return of pros- 
millions of dollars for the payment of the debt, | perous circumstances, on the growing resources 
reimburse, in 1810, the residue of the exchanged | of the country, and on the wisdom of our succes- 
six per cent. stock, amounting to $3,750,000, and | sors. The artificial provisions of a sinking fund 
in 1811, the whole of the converted six per cent. | may always be rendered inefficient by the ne- 
stock, amounting to $1,860,000. It is probable | cessities or extravagance of Government. The 
that the owners of those two species of stock | real amount of a national debt cannot be dimin- 
would consent tore-loan the amount, provided it ished, unless the aggregate of revenue, including 





was made irredeemable for a few years. 

2d. It has already been stated,-in the anuual 
report of November 5th, 1807, referred to io that 
of this year, “ that the several banks of the Uni- 
ted States might find it convenient, as the dimin- 
ished commerce of the country might require less 
capital, to loan to Government a considerable 
portion of their capital stock, then computed at 
about forty millions of dollars. Such temporary 
loans can be obtained only toa limited amount, 
but they are convenient in two respects: 1st. They 
do not diminish the facility of obtaining other 
loans from individuals, inasmuch as they do not 
increase the amount of stock at market. 2dly. 
Being redeemable at will, and in any sums which 
may suit the convenience of Government, inter- 
est is paid only as long as the money is wanted ; 
and the extinguishment of the debt contracted is 
rendered more easy and certain. 

3d. Loans may be obtained from individuals to 
an extent commensurate with the national capi- 
tal, and limited by the existing demand for that 
capital for private purposes. The terms must 
vary according to circumstances, always giving 
the preference to the most simple form that can 
effect the object. A portion of the public lands 
may, perhaps, if necessary, either as a premium, 
or by giving an option to subscribers, be advan- 
tageouly applied in faciliating loans, or improv- 
ing their terms. 

4th. Treasury notes, bearing interest, and pay- 
able to order, one year after date, may be annually 
issued, to a moderate amount, and be put in cir- 
culation, both through the medium of banks, and 
in payment of supplies. A portion would be ab- 
sorbed during the year by the payment of public 
lands and revenue bonds, and the redemption of 
the residue be provided for by the loan of the en- 


| the funds assigned to the sinking fund,and exclu- 
sively of new loans, exceeds the aggregate of ex- 
penditures, other than those for the payment of 
the principal of the debt. Favorable circum- 
stances, and a rigid economy in the current ex- 
| penses, have enabled the United States to reim- 
burse, during the last eight years, one half of the 
debt created by the Revolutionary war, and dur- 
ing some of the ensuing years. Similar circum- 
stances, and an adherence to the same principles, 
will be requisite to secure the actual reimburse- 
/ ment of the debt which it may now be necessary 
to contract, But, that Government will possess 
resources amply sufficient for that object, cannot 
be doubted. The proceeds of the public lands 
| would alone, slowly, perhaps, but certainly, extiu- 
guish a much greater debt than the United States 
have it now in their power to create. And it is 
| sufficiently ascertained that the national wealth of 
| the United States, and, therefore, the means of 
| raising revenue, increase in a ratio still more 
| rapid than their population—a population which 
| almost doubles every twenty years. 
| These considerations, connected with others, 
stated at large in the annual reports of November, 
1807, and December, 1808, produced a conviction 
that loans might, without danger, be resorted to 
as the principal resource for supporting a war. 
| Permit me, at the same time, to observe that the 
| suggestion has been confined to that object alone, 
'and that, excepting the case of war, either imme- 
| diate or contemplated, it appears consistent with 
sound policy to raise, during the year, the means 
of defraying all the Seibel amnunete, borrowing 
no larger sum than the amount of principal of 
old debt paid during the year. The propriety of 
providing, even in time of war, a revenue equal 
to the annual expenses on a peace establishment, 
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the interest of the existing debt, and that on the 
lonns which may be raised, has, also, been sug- 
gested in former reports. : 
tes.—On that subject, but little 
can be added to sper expressed on former 
occasions. I still think that this source of revenue 
is, in the United States and at this time, the most 
roductive, the easiest to collect, the least bur- 
} densome tothe great mass of the people; and 
that the duties on importation, generally, may, 
in case of war, be doubled, without inconvenience 
or danger. 

In time of peace, and particularly under ex- 
isting circumstances, habits of smuggling might 
be promoted by so great an increase. But the 
precise rate which may, with safety, be adopted, 
can only be a matter of opinion, to be tested 
by experience. I would not hesitate, however, 
to mention an additional duty of five per cent, on 
merchandise paying ad valorem duties of 334 per 
cent. on the existing duties on all otier articles, 
as attended with very little danger, and prefer- 
able to any Other new source of taxation. A re- 
newal of the duty on salt, which produced six 
hundred thousand dollars a year, may be excep- 
tionable in other respects, but, on account of the 
bulk of the article, is liable to no objection in the 
present view of the subject. 

It was stated, in the annual report of Decem- 
ber last, that an increase of duties would, not on 
account of the terms of credit allowed for the 
payment of duties, supersede the necessity of a 
joan for the service of this year. The amount 
of that loan might, of course, be diminished, if 
no credit, or a credit of only sixty days, was al- 
lowed for the payment of the proposed additional 
duties. 

Public Lands.—T hese constitute the only great 
national resource exclusively of loans and taxes. 
They have already been mentioned as forming a 
fund for the ultimate extinguishment of the pub- 
lic debt ; and the possibility of their being used 
asa means of facilitating loans, has been sug- 
gested. A portion might also be usefully applied 
asa bounty to officers and soldiers, whenever it 
may become necessary to raise a considerable 
force. But, as an object of immediate revenue, 
I much doubt whether this can be materially in- 
creased without a radical change in the present 
system, 

Not less than ten land offices are now in full 
operation. offering a great choice of good lands, 
situated in various climates, and suited to the 
habits of the citizens of every portion of the 
Union. They are sold at the rate of two dollars 
and sixty-four cents, if paid for at the time of 
purchase, and in tracts of one hundred and sixty 
acres. As much is sold as there is actual de- 
mand for land in similar situations at that price. 
The sales are, however, almost exclusively con- 
fined to those who are, or intend to become, ac- 
tual settlers, and all the money which can be 
raised by that description of purchasers, is annu- 
ally paid to the United States. In order to in- 
crease immediately the amount of sales, a differ- 
ent capital from that which has heretofore been 


Leane and. Additional Duties, 


applied to that object, the capital of persons who 
will purchase for the purpose of selling again, 
with a profit, must be brought into action. But 
it is evident that no person will purchase lands, 
at the present price, as an object of speculation, 
whilst the United States continue to sell at the 
same price in small tracts. To effect the pro- 
posed object, it would be necessary not only to 
reduce the price, but to make a difference be- 
tween that of lands sold in large tracts, and that 
asked for small tracts, sufficient to encourage 
purchases on an extensive scale. That altera- 
tion might produce an additional revenue, but 
appears to me extremely injurious in other re- 
spects. The present system of sales has been 
tried, and answers the expectations of the Legis- 
lature. A gradual increase must, notwithstand- 
ing some temporary fluctuations, necessarily take 
place. On that I would rely; nor would I ven- 
ture to suggest any other change than that al- 
ready proposed on a former occasion—a mode- 
rate and general reduction of prices, discontinu- 
ing, at the same time, all sales on credit, but con- 
tinuing to sell, at the same rate, large or small 
tracts of land. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Hon. J. W. Eppes, Chairman, &c. 


Extract from the Annual Report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, dated November 6, 1807. 


It will be sufficient to state, lst. That it ap- 
pears necessary to provide a revenue at least equal 
to the annual expenses on a peace establishment, 
the interest of the existing debt, and the interest 
on the loans which may be raised. 2d. That 
those expenses, together with the interest of the 
debt, will, after the year 1808, amount to a sum 
less than seven millions of dollars, and, therefore, 
that, if the present revenue, of fourteen millions 
five hundred thousand dollars, shall not be dimin- 
ished more than one half by a war, it will still be 
adequate to that object, leaving only the interest 
of war loans to be provided for. 

Whether taxes should be raised to a greater 
amount, or loans be altogether relied on, for de- 
fraying the expenses of a war, is the next subject 
of consideration. 

Taxes are paid by the great mass of the citizens, 
and immediately affect almost every individual 
of the community ; loans are supplied by capitals, 
previously accumulated by a few individuals. In 
a country where the resources of individuals are 
not generally and materially affected by the war 
it is practicable and wise to raise by taxes the 
greater part at least of the annual supplies. The 
credit ofa nation may, also, from various cireum- 
stances, be, at times, so far impaired, as to leave 
no resource but taxation. In both respects, the 
situation of the United States is totally dissimilar. 

A maritime war will, in the United States, 
generally and deeply affect, whilst it continues, 
the resources of individuals; as not only com- 
mercial profits will be curtailed, but principally 
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because a great portion of the surplus of agricul- 
tural produce necessarily requires a foreiga mar- 
ket. The een eae of the principal articles 
exported from the United States will operate more 
heavily than any contemplated tax. And, with- 
out inquiring whether a similar cause may not 
still more deeply and permanently affect a nation 
at war with the United States, it seems to follow, 
that, so far as relates to America, the losses and 
privations, caused by the war, should not be aggra- 
vated by taxes, beyond what is strictly necessary. 
An addition to the debt is doubtless an evil: but 
experience having now shown with what rapid 
progress the revenue of the Union increases in 
time of peace, with what facility the debt, for- 
merly contracted, has, in a few years, been reduced, 
a hope may confidently be entertained that all 
the evils of the war will be temporary, and easily 
repaired ; and that the return of peace will, with- 
out any effort, affurd ample resources for reim- 
bursing whatever may have been borrowed dur- 
ing the war. 

he credit of the United States is also unim- 
paired, either at home or abroad; and it is believed 
that loans, to a reasonable amount, may be ob- 
tained on eligible terms. Measures have been 
taken to ascertain to what extent this may be ef- 
fected abroad. And it will be sufficient here to 
suggest, that the several banks of the United 
States may find it convenient, after the ensuing 
year, and as the diminished commerce of the coun- 
try may require less capital, to loan to Govern- 
ment a considerable portion of their capital stock, 
now computed at about forty millions of dollars. 

It might be premature to enter into a particu- 
lar detail of the several branches of revenue, which 
may be selected, in order to provide for the inter- 
est of war loans, and to cover deficiencies in case 
the existing revenue should fall below seven mil- 
lions of dollars. A general enumeration seems 
at present sufficient. 

1. Not only the duty on salt and the Mediter- 
ranean duties may be immediately revived, but 
the duties on importation, generally, may, in 
case of war, be considerably increased, perhaps 
doubled, with less inconvenience than would 
arise from any other mode of taxation. With- 
out resorting to the example of other nations, ex- 

rience has proven that this source of revenue 
Is, in the United States, the most een the 
easiest to collect, and the least burdensome to 
the great mass of the people. In time of war, 
the danger of smuggling is diminished; the scar- 
city of foreign articles prevents the duty ever 
falling on the importer; the consumers are pre- 
cisely those members of the community who are 
best able to pay the duty; and the increase of 
domestic manufactures, which may be indirectly 
affected. is, in itself, a desirable object. 

2. Indirect taxes, hower ineligible, will, doubt- 
less, be cheerfully paid as war taxes, if necessary. 
Several modifications of the system formerly 
adopted might, however, be introduced, both in 
order to diminish some of the inconveniences 
which were experienced, and, particularly, to in- 
sure the collection of the duties. 
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3. Direct taxes are liable to a particular objec. 
tion, arising from the unavoidable inequality pro. 
duced by the general rule of the Constitution, 
Whatever difference may exist between the re. 
lative wealth, and consequent ability of paying. 
of the several States, still the tax must necessa. 
rily be raised in proportion to their relative pop. 
ulation. Should it, however, become necessary 
to resort to that resource, it is believed that a tay 
raised upon that speciesof property in each State 
which, by the State laws, is liable to taxation, 
as had originally been contemplated by Congress, 
would be preferable to a general assessment, laid 
uniformly on the same species of property in al 
the States, as was ultimately adopted.” 





Extract from the Annual Report of the Secretary, o{ 
the Treasury, of December 10th, 1808. 


“It is certainly only with a view to war, either 
immediate or contemplated, that it will become 
necessary to resort, at least to any considerable 
extent, to extraordinary sources of supply. 


Legitimate resources can be derived only from 
loans or taxes; and the reasons which inducea 
belief that loans should be principally relied on, 
in case of war, were stated in the annual report 
of last year. That opinion has been corrobo- 
rated by every subsequent view which has been 
taken of the subject, as well as by the present 
situation of the country. The embargo has 
brought into, and kept in the United States, al- 
most all the floating property of the nation. And 
whilst the depreciated value of domestic pro- 
ducts increases the difficulty of raising a consid- 
erable revenue by internal taxes, at no former 
time has there been so much specie, so much re- 
dundant unemployed capital, in the country. 
The high price of public stocks, and indeed of 
all species of stocks, the reduction of the public 
debt, the unimpaired credit of the General Gov- 
ernment, and the large amount of existing bank 
stock in the United States, leave no doubt of the 
practicability of obtaining the necessary loans on 
reasonable terms. 

The geographical situation of the United States, 
their history since the Revolution, and, above all, 
present events, remove every apprehension of 
frequent wars. It may, therefore, be confidently 
expected, that a revenue derived solely from 
duties on importations, though necessarily im- 
paired by war, will always be amply sufficient, 
during long intervals of peace, not only to de- 
fray current expenses, but also to reimburse the 
debt contracted during the few periods of war. 

No internal taxes, either direct or indirect, are 
therefore contemplated, even in the case of hostil- 
ities carried on against the two great belligerent 
Powers. Exclusively of the authority which 
must, from time to time, be given to borrow the 
sums required, (always providing for the reim- 
bursement of such loans within limited periods) 
and of a due economy in the several branches of 
expenditure, nothing more appears necessary 
than such modifications, and increase of the duties 
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on importations, as are naturally suggested by 
- existing circumstances, 
_ Although importations have already consider- 
ably diminished, and may, under the system now 
| in force, shortly be altogether discontinued, no 
reasonable objection is perceived against an in- | 
crease of duties on such as may still take place. 
Had the duties been doubled on the Ist of Jan- | 
- uary, 1808, as was then suggested, in case of war, | 
the receipts into the Treasury, during that and 
the ensuing year, would have been increased | 
nine or ten millions of dollars. Those articles of 
most universal consumption, on which an in- 
crease of duty would be inconvenient, are gener- | 
ally either free of duty, or abundant; it is, there- 
fore, proposed, that not only the Mediterranean | 
duties, which will expire on the first day of Janu- 
ary next, should be continued, but that all the 
existing duties should be doubled on importations 
subsequent to that day.” 





UNSETTLED ACCOUNTS. 


[Communicated to the House, March 23, 1810]. 


Mr. Quincy made the following report: The 
committee to whom was referred the report of 
the Comptroller of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement of the unsettled accounts of the Treas- 
ury, War, and Navy Departments, in conformity 
with the act passed the 3d of March, 1809, have 
taken that subject into their consideration, and 
have deemed it their duty particularly to inquire 
into the actual state of those balances, which, by 
that report, appear of great nominal amount, and 
of which no account had been rendered, notwith- 
standing a considerable length of time had, in 
many cases, elapsed, since the termination of 
those services, on which the public moneys had 
been originally advanced. It appeared to your 
committee due, both to the individuals charged 
with those balances and to the public, that all 
the knowledge possessed by the officers of the 
Treasury, tending to reduce the amount of those 
nominal balances, should be ascertained and 
communicated, to the end that, on the one hand, 
injurious suspicions shonld not be allowed to cir- 
culate under the sanction of a Treasury statement; 
and, on the other, that real delinquency should 
hot remain concealed, or find countenance in 
the number and greatness of these unsettled bal- 
ances, 

Your committee, therefore, addressed a letter 
tothe Comptroller of the Treasuary, containing a 
list of the names of all those individuals who ap- 
peared, from his report, to have “rendered no 
account,” and whose accounts, from the great- 
hess of the balances stated, required, in the opin- 
ion of the committee, a more distinct elucidation, 
and requested, in relation to these accounts, 4 
particular statement of all credits, which, either 
from informal evidence, or from the operation of 
the laws relative to appropriation and expendi- 
ture, or from known services rendered, were. 
within the knowledge of the officers of the Treas- 
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ury, just and certain offsets against the nominal 
balance stated, in his report, as due from each 
individual. The letters marked A and B, an- 
nexed to this report, contain the information re- 
quested from the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
and compress, as far as the knowledge of the 
officers of the Treasury authorizes, the sphere of 
apparent delinquences of each of those indi- 
viduals, 

The greatness of these nominal balances, and 
the length of time which had been permitted to 
elapse, with respect to some of them, without 
account rendered or demanded, indicated, in the 
opinicn of your committee, a state of accounta- 
bility for public moneys, not sufficiently safe for 
the public, nor just to individuals. The laws, 
also, relative to this subject, appeared to them, 
upon examination, susceptible of amendment. 
They establish no fixed periods, within which 
receivers of public moneys shall account with 
the Treasury. They leave the time of calling 
receivers of public moneys to account wholly to 
the discretion of the Comptroller of the Treasury. 
They require, in order to charge the debtor with 
costs, a previous notice from the Comptroller, 
which protracts and embarrasses the enforcing 
adjustment of accounts. The tendency of these 
defects in the law has been to render receivers 
of public moneys negligent in rendering their 
accounts, and to expose the officers of the Treas- 
ury to inconvenience in compelling settlement. 
By entrusting so wide and. general a discretion 
to those officers, there is thrown upon them an 
unnecessary and inexpedient responsibility. With 
respect to receivers of public moneys, in foreign 
countries, the effect has often been to procrasti- 
nate any settlement of their accounts until their 
return to the United States; when, from the 
length of time which has intervened, and the 
difficulty of rectifying mistakes or deficiencies in 
vouchers, at a distance from the place where the 
expenditure was incurred, an expeditious and 
satisfactory adjustment is almost always difficult, 
and sometimes impracticable. Your committee, 
therefore, addressed a letter to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, making inquiry whether, in his 
opinion, the provisions of the law, relative to the 
accountability of the agents and receivers of 
public moneys, both at home and in foreign 
countries, were as complete as the public good 
requires, or as the nature of each particular ser- 
vice will permit, and requesting that, if the pres- 
ent system, in his opinion, was susceptible of 
any practical amendment, so as to insure a more 
regular and punctual adjustment of the public 
accounts, that he would furnish your committee 
with a statement of such as he thought advisa- 
ble. 

The letters marked C and D, annexed to 
this report, contain the reply of the Secretary of 
the oe to that letter. In conformity with 
the principles recommended by him and the 
Comptroller, your committee have prepared a 
bill, which accompanies this report, and which 
they ask leave to present for the consideration of 
the House. 
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With respect to those persons, a list of whose 
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A. 


Treasury DeparrMent, 
Comptroller's Office, February 28, 1810. 


Sir: On the receipt of your letter, of the 25th 
ultimo, application was immediately made to the 
Department of State, for the information required 
by the committee. This information is commu- 
nicated by a letter, dated yesterday, from the 
head of that Department. Hence the cause of 
the delay which has taken place. 

The report which I had the honor to submit to 
the House of Representatives, at an early period 
of the session, in obedience to the act of the 
third of March, eighteen hundred and nine, enti- 
tled “An act further to amend the several acts 
for the establishment and regulation of the 
Treasury, War, and Navy Departments,” con- 
tained all the information which the Treasury 
Department afforded. To prevent improper and 
unfavorable impressions, I thought it necessary 
to observe, that “some of the balances standing 
on the books of the Treasury, although nominally 
large, will, without doubt, be greatly lessened, 
if not wholly extinguished, when a settlement 
shall take place, particularly those against for- 
eign ministers and agents; the advances having 
been made on account of salary and other offi- 
cial expenditures.” Any further remark was 
deemed unnecessary. 


The information received from the Depart- 
ment of State, enables me to be more particular 














during his term of service, and for the usual COn- 
tingent expenditures. 

Similar allowances will be passed to the creg), 
of Mr. William Pinkney, when bis accouni a; 
Minister Plenipotentiary shall be rendered, afte; 
the termination of his mission. 

Mr. Smith’s mission, as Minister Plenipotep. 
tiary at Lisbon, commenced on the 18th of July. 
and ceased on the 9th of September, 1801. He 
will be entitled to similar credits. 

Mr. Gore’s account as a commissioner, unde; 
the 7th article of the treaty of 19th November 
1794, has since been settled, and the balance dy: 
from him to the United States is ascertained i) 
be $900 69. 

Mr. William Pinkney, asa commissioner, under 
the same treaty, will be entitled, on the settle. 
ment of his account, to credit for salary, frou the 
17th of May, 1796, to the 23d day of February, 
1804, and for a quarter’s salary for the expense 
of returning. The salary fixed by law is $6,667 
50 per annum. 

Mr. Sitgreaves was a commissioner under the 
6th article of the same treaty. His compensa- 
tion commenced on the 20th of November, 1795, 
and ceased on his return from London, which 
Was, as stated in his letter, in June, 1801. The 
salary fixed by law, is four thousand four huo- 
dred and forty-five dollars per annum. Thi: 
Board ceased to act on 3ist July, 1799; but it was 
the intention of the then President, that his sal- 
ary should be continued until his return from 
London, whither he had been sent on the busi- 
ness of the Board. This intention appears ina 
letter from the Secretary of State, to Rufus 
King, Esq., of the 8th of February, 1800, an ex. 































names is contained in your letter; that is to say: 


Nominal balance. 


James Monroe - ‘ z = $81,555 63 | tract of which is here given: “I give Mr. Sit. 
Charles Pinkney - i s - 66117 84 peeve a letter, desiring him to draw on you for 
William Pinkney (as Minister Plen- , is expenses, which are to be defrayed by the 

potentiary) - o a - 42117 78 United States. He will, besides, receive here 
William Smith i p i - 34964 69 | his salary as a commissioner under the 6th arti- 
Joseph Donaldson, jr. 5 : - 490.139 55| Cle of the British treaty.” Under this author 
ChristopherGore - - - ~~ 53299 99/ity, Mr. Sitgreaves conceives that he is not liable 


to account. In his letter to me, he observes, “It 
must be obvious that such an arrangement ex- 
cluded all idea of accountability; a ghooe. from 
the nature of the case, it would be impossible, or. 
if possible, could not have been expected, that | 
should keep or render an account or vouchers for 
the numberless items of detail which enter into 
the expenses of a gentleman abroad.” My view 
of the circumstances of this ease, however, being 
different from that of Mr. Sitgreaves, I shall per- 
sist in requiring an account from him. 

Mr. Donaldson was appointed Consul of the 
United States, at Tripoli and Tunis, on the 28th 
of March, 1795, and on the 10th of July, he wa: 
superseded, in both appointments, by Mr. Cath- 
cart, at the former place, and by Mr. Eaton a! 
the latter. These gentlemen, however, did not 
sail from the United States until December o! 
the following year. 

Mr. Donaldson was also employed in ascer- 
taining-and agreeing upon the provisional or pre- 
liminary articles of a treaty with Algiers; and he 
was authorized, under the directions and instruc- 


Christopher Gore and Wm. Pink- 

ney - - . - - 40,943 59 
William Pinkney (as commissioner) 55646 41 
Samuel Sitgreaves - - - - 15,247 20 


On the settlement of the accounts of Mr. Mon- 
roe, he will be credited with his salary, viz: nine 
thousand dollars per annum, from the 12th of 
January, 1803, to the 15th November, 1807; an 
outfit equal to a year’s salary; and a quarter’s 
salary for the expenses of returning home. He 
will also be entitled to credit fora salary of one 
thousand three hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum, paid tothe Secretary of Legation, during 
the period of service. Also, for contingent ex- 
penditures, such as postages, couriers, &c., usu- 
ally allowed in similar cases. 

Mr. Charles Pinkney will be credited with the 
same amount for outfit, and for salary from the 
10th of July, 1801, to the 2d October, 1805, and 
a quarter’s salary for the expenses of returning. 
Also, with one thousand three hundred and fifty 
dollars per annum to a Secretary of Legation, 


wer 


agel 
Dep 
Unr 
to tl 
to tl 
appe 
the | 
the | 
is 0 
duty 
cer 

char 
natu 
resu 
respi 
such 
has 

date 


call 
his ¢ 
adju 
were 
wan 


com! 
of 1) 
of § 
expe 
the fj 


ster] 


abstr 
was 

Stat 
adju 
don, 





2204 


l con. 


credit 
ni at 
after 


Oten- 
‘July, 
He 


under 
mber, 
e due 
1ed to 


under 
ettle- 
m the 
ruary, 
pense 
36,667 


pr the 
ensa- 
1798, 
vhich 

The 
hun- 
This 
it Was 
is sal- 
from 
busi- 
sina 
Rufus 
in ex: 
. Sit- 
ou for 
vy the 
here, 
1 arti- 
uthor- 
liable 
s, “ht 
it ex: 
from 
le, or, 
hat | 
rs for 
r into 
view 
being 
| per- 


if the 
28th 
» was 
ath- 
on al 
d not 
er of 


iscer- 

pre- 
nd he 
truc- 





9205 APPENDIX. 2206 





Balanccs aud ‘Unsettled fume, 


tions of Colonel Humphreys, to cause the money | a surplus of £526 4 9, to be returned to the Gov- 
appropriated by law for that purpose, to be paid | ernment of the United States. I have the honor 
at Algiers, in the manner to be agreed upon. | to be, &c. 

Mr. Donaldson, while employed in these agencies, G. DUVALL. 
was allowed his expenses, and one hundred dol-| Jostan Quincy, Esq. 

jars per month. After he was established as 
Consul, he was entitled only to the salary limited 





by law. I have no information as to the precise B. 
time when his consulate ceased, bor has any ac- TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
count of the money paid by him, under the treaty Comptroller's Office, March 9, 1810. 


with the Regency of Algiers, been rendered. 

The amount standing to the debit of Mr. Don- 
aldson, was ascertained upon the settlement of 
the accounts of bankers and foreign agents, as 
particularized below. 


Sir: Since my letter of the 27th ultimo to you, 
Mr. Gore has remitted the balance due to the Uni- 
ted States. His account is closed on the books of 
the Treasury. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 





Thomas Pinkney - - - - $444 44 G. DUVALL. 
Richard O'Brien - - - - 200000} J Esa. Chai ; 
[eed Oc. .-  -06neb88 | es ee otmen, oe 

J. Bulkeley and Son oii) (ie - 614 27 

Parish og ee . - - - 75,674 91 | C. 

H. and A. Fonnereau - - = 140,000 00 ‘sabi the ' 

J. Dohram and Co. - - - 85,000 00 ‘Tazasvay ee aes 


Sir: Icommunicated your letter, of 3d ultimo, 
$490,139 55 | to the Comptroller of the Treasury, with a request 
————— | that he would state those amendments to existing 

The foregoing accounts, except the two first, | Jaws, which in his opinion, would insure a more 
were settled in the month of August last. regular and punctual adjustment of the accounts 

The correspondence with foreign Ministers and ; Of public agents and other receivers of public 
agents, during their residence abroad, is with the | ™oneys. I now have the honor to.transmit his 
Department of State. Upon their return to the | auswer, to which | have nothing to add beyond 
United States, their accounts are usually rendered , What I had verbally suggested, viz: An express 
to that Department, and from thence transmitted | provision, directing all public agents, or other re- 
tothe Treasury Department. Where a balance ; ceivers of public moneys, to render quarterly ac- 
appears against a foreign minister or agent, upon | counts, if residing within the United States, and 
the books of the Treasury, he is called upon by | 2¢ least annually, if abroad. In case of failure, 
the Comptroller, to render his accounts. There , the Comptroller should be authorized, for the rea- 
is no fixed period for the performance of this | Sons he states, to institute suit, without being 
duty. In the exercise of his discretion, the offi- obliged to give the notice now required by law. 
cer must be governed by a knowledge of the | I have the honor to be, &e. : - 
character and circumstances of the agent, the ALBERT GALLATIN. 
nature of his service, and the probability of the| Hon. Josian Quincy Chairman, &c. 
result of an adjustment of his accounts. With 
respect to the practice which has obtained in | D 
such cases, it is scarcely necessary to add to what | , Ba a D ; 
has been premised. A letter from this office, | ‘ eons Menah-7. 4900 
dated 27th of September, 1803, to Colonel Hum- | Comptroller's Office, March 7, 1810. 
phreys, affords, [ believe, the first instance ofa{ Sir: I have had under consideration that part 
callon a Minister of the United States, to render | of your letter of the 6th ultimo, requesting my 
his accounts. A few settled promptly; and an | opinion with respect to any improvement which 
adjustment of the accounts of others, after they | may be made in the present system regulating 
were rendered, were unavoidably postponed, for | the settlement of accounts and collection of the 
want of the requisite vouchers. | balances due to the United States. 

An abstract of the proceedings of the board of | The system appears to me to be susceptible of 
commissioners under the 7th article of the treaty amendment. The acts which at present exist, 
of 1794 has been received from the Department | and prescribe the rules to be observed, in recov- 
of State. By this abstract, it appears that the | ering debts due to the United States, are, 
expenses of the Board, including the salary of | Ist. An act for the more effectual recovery of 
the fifth commissioner, amounted to £21,802 176 | debts due from individuals to the United States, 
sterling, which sum, at the rate of $4 44, to the | passed the 3d day of March, 1795; and 
pound sterling, is equal to $96,804 76.5. The; 2d. An act to provide more effectually for the 
abstract does not show what part of this account settlement of accounts between the United States 
was paid by the commissioners of the United and receivers of public money, passed on the 3d 
States. It appears, however, that, upon a final | of March, 1797. 
adjustment of the accounts of the Board,in Lon-,| The first of those acts, in prescribing the pre- 
don, on the 23d of February, 1804, there remained | liminaries to a suit, in order to charge the debtor 
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Bank of the United States. 





after payment of the dividend made on the firs 
day of January last, a surplus of $409,410, cop. 
sisting of two items, viz; $125,000 designated by 
the name of “ General Bank Estate,” intende; 
as an offset against the decay and presumed | 0, 
in case of sale, of the real estate of the Bank tha 
estate having been paid for from the capital stock. 
and not from the profits of the bank ; and $284. 
410, designated by the name of “ Contingep 
Fund,” intended, in the first place, to cover losses 
arising from bad debts not yet actually lost ; ani 
the residue of which, if any, will be applicable t 
another extra dividend. 

That the nominal profit resulting to the bank. 
from each of its offices of discount and deposite 
could not be ascertained without an investigation 
of all the weekly returns made to this Depart. 
ment; and that there are no returns from which 
the actual loss sustained by each office can be 
known. 

But that the statement B shows the permanent 
capital given to each office of discount and de. 
posite ; the balance due in account current by the 
offices, to the bank, (exclusive and in addition to 
the said permanent capital) on the 27th day of 
March last; the amount of the notes actually dis. 
counted and due to the bank by the last returns, 
specifying the amount discounted at Philadelphia, 
and at each office, respectively, and an estimate 
of the gross amount of the annual expenses and 
losses of the bank, including its several offices; 
by which it appears that the annual expenses, 
being about $125,000 a year, the ascertained |os- 
ses must, in the whole, have amounted to about 
$35,000 a year. 


G. DUVALL. All which is respectfully submitted. 





with the costs, is too circuitous and dilatory in its 
provisions. Letters by mail are subject to casu- 
alties, and the delay or mistake of a day frustrates 
the whole proceeding. I think it would be suffi- 
cient, after a debtor had refused to render his ac- 
counts at the period required by law, to fix a stated 
period, say three months, beyond which he should 
not be indulged, and if his accounts should not be 
rendered in that time, he should be liable to pay 
costs, in case of suit, which it should be the duty 
of the Comptroller to order, after the expiration 
of three months. 
It should also be the duty of the accountants of 
the War and Navy Departments, in all cases 
where persons entrusted with the expenditure of 
public money should die, resign, or otherwise 
cease to be employed, to make, forthwith, a sep- 
arate report, in each case, to the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury, in order that a suit might 
be directed for the recovery of the balance, after 
adjustment. If this be prescribed by law asa 
duty, it would produce a more ready compliance 
than instructions to the same effect from this 
Department. 
The great object to be obtained is to prescribe 
regulations which will coerce public debtors to 
render their accounts regularly, at stated periods. 
After they are rendered, there is seldom any dif- 
ficulty in adjusting them. 
The accounts of all foreign Ministers, and other 
agents, should be rendered to the Department of 
State, and from thence should be transmitted, 
without delay, to this Department, for settlement. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 





ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Treasury Department, April 3d, 1810. 


Avpert Ga.iatin, Esq. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


A.—Dividends on United States Bank Stock. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 





Rate pr. 


No. Date. Date. 


cent. 


Rate pr 
cent. 
Z 
° 


[Communicated to the Senate, April 4, 1810.] 


The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to 
the resolution of the Senate, of the second in- 
stant, respectfully reports : 


That the statement anncxed to the report made 
to the Senate, cn the second day of March, 1809, 
contained all the dividends made by the Bank of 
the United States, from its establishment to the 
date of the report, as stated to the Treasury by 
the bank. 

That the annexed table, A, being a transcript 
of the abovementioned statement, with the addi- 
tion of the dividends made on the first day of July, 
1809, and on the first day of January last, em- 
braces not only the ordinary semi-annual divi- 
dends of four per cent. but also of the extra divi- 
dends which are within the knowledge of this 
Department, and which, it is believed, have ever 
been made by the bank; making, in the whole, 
an average of 8 13-36 per cent. a year. 

That there remained to the credit of the bank, 








19 | July, 1801 | 4 
20°} January, 1802 | 4} 


July, 1792 
January, 1793 
July, “ 
January, 1794 
July, * 
January, 1795 
July, “ 
January, 1796 
July, ss 
January, 1797 
July, “6 
January, 1798 
July, “ 
14 | January, 1799 
15 | July, ” 
16 | January, 1800 
17 | July, “ 
18 | January, 1801 
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January, 1803 | 4} 
23 | July, 14 
24 | January, 1804 | 4) 
25 | July, *o14 
26 | January, 1805 | 4 
27 | July, M..1.4 
January, 1806 | 4 
29 ; July, « 4 
January, 1807 | 67 
31 | July, 7.5% 
32 | January, 1808 | 4 
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* Dividends falling short of the rate of 8 per cent. per annum 
t Including extra dividends. 
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p.—Statement of the oaptalal the several branches, and | go, he made no shipments, either directly or in- 

of the Bank of the United States, and of the amount directly. 
of discounts by the last recewed returns. His acquaintance with McClanahan was in 
ae —————_— : ~~ | consequence of an intimacy between their wives, 
Cities, &c. Capital. pate wae. previous to marriage; McClanahan, at the time 
iscounted. | the petitioner became his security, bore a good 


5 ee na | een |e | character; 

' Boston $700,000 $998,859 | The petitioner being sick, and confined to his 
- New York 1,800,000 4,175,874 | house, did not learn, until a considerable time 
_ Baltimore 600,000 1,349,550 | after signing the bond, that a few persons who 
- Washington 200,000 485,285 | attended to the manner of shipping the cargo, 


Norfolk 600,000 880,170 | and the supply of provision: 
; Charleston 600,000 1,409,916 | a supply of p sions, and water taken on 


board the Brig Catharine, suspected the honesty 
and fair intentions of McClanahan. 
Capt. Stewart, instead of going to Boston, 


Savannah 500,000 1,054,113 | 
New Orleans 300,000 611,517 | 


f nama "$5,300,000 | went to Barbadoes, at which island he arrived, 


; as the petitioner has: every reason to believe 

Peet wk | with the connivance of McClanahan, on the 15th 
offices - $750,000 | November, 1808. 

Cap'l reserved 3,950,000 | As soon as the petitioner was informed of this 

Saati | 4,700,000'| 4,572,586 | last fact, he wrote to the Secretary of the Trea- 

RCTEAe sury, stating the facts to him. The Secretary of 


‘$10,000,000 | $15,537,870 | the Treasury, in his own handwriting, makes 
Fundeddebt - - = -/| - 1,411,627 | the following note on the back of the petition: 


—_———. |“I have no doubt of the innocence of the peti- 
| $16,949,497 | tioner. The District Attorney of Virginia has 
——------ a + -- been instructed to prosecute McClanahan, but he 
Estimate of the expenses and losses of the Bank. | is not supposed to be able to pay the penalty. It 
Six per cent. on $17,000,000, estimated, as per above, is true, as stated by the petitioner, that he gave 
as the amount usually loaned on interest, is, per | the first information to this Department, and wrote 

annum, $1,020,000, to wit: the several letters mentioned In the petition.” 
Dividends of 8 13-36 per cent. a year on ten millions | The petitioner, on the 3lst of March, 1810, 
of dollars, actually peid to the stockholders, is, per | presented to the House a copy of the certificate, 
annum -  - - - = =- = $836,111 | signed by James Sullivan, Governor of Massachu- 
Undivided surplus on the Ist January, 1810, | setts, addressed to the Collector of the port of 
$409,410, divided by 18 years, would be Alexandria. in the District of Columbia, certify- 
equal toan annual dividend of =- - 22,745 | ing that 1,400 barrels of flour were wanting for 
Leaving for the estimated annual amount of | supplies, to which reference is made for further 
expenses and losses = - = - = = (161,144 | particulars. The petitioner does not, in his pe- 
a tition, state that he was induced to become Mc- 
— $1,020,000 | Clanahau’s security in consequence of the Gov- 
| ernor’s certificate. The petitioner sustains a good 

character. 

Henly Woodward, a merchant residing at Tap- 
REMISSION OF PENALTIES. pahannock, in the State of Virginia, states that 
— | he has never been engaged in navigation further 
[Communicated to the House, April 7, 1810.] | than to ship the produce of the country to mer- 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- | chants residing in the United States, for the pur- 
merce and Manufactures, to whom was referred | pose of making remittances. That, in conse- 
the petitions of Hugh Smith, Philip and Nicho- | quence of a letter addressed to him by Samuel 
las Rogers, jun., John P. White, and William | Lyon, of Baltimore, he became security for Jo- 
A. Caldwell, William Gaston, James Jones, and | seph Shutz,in the bond executed by Thomas 
James Hathaway, made the following report: West and Joseph Shutz, to the United States, in 

Hugh Smith, a merchant of Alexandria, Dis- | the penalty of sixteen thousand dollars, on the 
triet of Columbia, states that, on the 13th of Au- | 10th January, 1809, conditioned that the schooner 
gust, 1808, he became bound with McClanahan, | Jane, of Baltimore, of which the said Thomas 
ina bond to the United States, in the penalty | West was master, should not proceed to any for- 
of sixteen thousand six hundred and ninety-six eign port or place, and that the cargo should be 
dollars, conditioned that Andrew Stewart, mas- | landed in some port of the United States. 
ter of the Brig Catharine, should not, in trans- The memorialist was influenced, in a great 
porting a cargo of flour to Boston, violate the measure, to become security to the bond, in con- 
embargo laws. The petitioner is a glass and | sequence of seeing a letter, addressed to tie col- 
china merchant, no otherwise engaged in naviga- | lector of Tappahannock, by William S. Stone, of 
tion than barely to import such articles as above | Fredericksburg, recommending the said Shutz as 
stated; and in a few instances, to ship tobacco on |@ person worthy of confidence. Samuel Lyon 
commission. During the operation of the embar- ! lias since failed. 

Lith Con. 2d Sess.—70 
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The cargo was not landed in any port or place 
of the United States. The petitioner’s character 
is well supported, and the committee entertain no 
doubts as to the truth of the facts set forth in the 
petition. The Secretary of the Treasury makes 
the re note on the back of the petition: “I 
have no doubt of the innocence of the petitioner.” 
Several letters accompany the memorial, to which 
the committee beg leave to refer. 

Philip Rogers, and Nicholas Rogers, jun., mer- 
chants, of the city of Baltimore, state, that they 
were joint owners of one half of the brig Sally, 
whereof a certain Henry Travers was captain, 
and also half owner; that the said brig sailed on 
the 2d of September, 1808, from the port of Bal- 
timore, to the port of Charleston, South Carolina, 
and conditionally to the port of Savannah, Geor- 
gia, with a cargo of flour, and some other arti- 
cles, partly shipped by Philip Rogers and the said 
Travers. 

It is also stated by Nicholas Rogers, that he 
owned but a fourth part of the said brig, as a do- 
nation from his. father, Philip Rogers; that he 
owned no part of the cargo; that he was absent 
when the said brig was loaded for Charleston; 
and that he left the sole management of this mat- 
ter to his father, to whom the greatest part of the 
cargo belonged. That Captain Travers, previous 
to the sailing of the said brig, received from 
Philip Rogers, by a letter, dated 1st September, 
1808, positive instructions to dispose of the flour, 
&c., at Charleston or Savannah, all which will 
appear by reference to the letter contained in the 
body of the petition. The petitioners further state, 
that the said Travers, on arrival at Charleston, 
sold a very small part of the cargo there; that he 
proceeded, thence, to Savannah, first giving, as 
his securities, Messrs. John P. Whiteand William 
A. Caldwell, in conformity to law. The peti- 
tioners state that the said Travers, instead of go- 
ing to Savannah, proceeded to Kingston, in Ja- 
maica, in violation of law, and the positive in- 
structions given to him by Philip Rogers. The 
last mentioned petitioner states, that he received 
from Captain Travers, for the sale of the brig’s 
cargo at Kingston, not more than $3,304, the said 
Travers retaining all the profits for himself. The 
petitioners state that they are sued for $9,120, in 
the district court of Maryland, and Caldwell, and 
White, in that of South Carolina, and also, that 
they hold themselves bound, in case of recovery 
against Caldwell and White, to indemnify them. 
The petitioners further state, that Captain Trav- 
ers is dead, leaving property to the amount only 
of two thousand dollars. They pray that the 

enalties incurred by them and Caldwell and 

hite, through the misconduct of the said Tra- 
vers, may be remitted. 

The petition of Juhn P. White and William 
A. Caldwell is the same case with the one now 
stated, as reference to the petition will show. 

The Secretary of the Treasury states, in a note 
on the petition, the following remarks: “Judge 
states the facts to be true. Observe, however, 
that Travers, who violated the law, was employed 
by the petitioners as their captain.” 








William Gaston, a citizen of the State of Geer. 





gia, states, that, in the course of trade and mer. 
cantile concerns, he became acquainted with Ro). 
ert Charles, of New York, owner of the brio 
Eliza and Mary; that the said brig, consigned ,; 
the petitioner, had made several voyages from 
Georgia to New York, loaded by the petitione;. 
That, in January, 1809, the said brig arrived in the 
port of Savannah, having the persons of Rober; 
Charles, the owner, and Abraham Grimshaw 
James Hutchinson, and Joseph Musgrove, pas. 
sengers on board; Abraham 
ter. Grimshaw, Hutchinson, and Musgrove, were 
separately introduced to the petitioner, and te. 
commended, as strangers, to him. These las 
mentioned persons agreed to load, with cotton, 
the said brig for New York; while loading, the 


all being the mas. 


petitioner received from Augusta, 54 bales of cot. 


ton, with directions to sell or ship the same to 
New York; the price being low at Savannah, be 
shipped thesame on board the said brig. On the 
21st of January, 1809, the said brig was ready for 
sea, having on board 301 bales of cotton—247 the 


property of Grimshaw, and Musgrove, and 5{ 
that of Messrs. Phelps and Howard, of Augusta. 
The petitioner states that, at the instance of the 
owner and these men, to wit, Grimshaw, Huteh- 
inson, and Musgrove, he went to the custom- 
house, and cleared the said brig, and gave bonds, 
together with Uel Merrill, a merchant of the said 
city, as his security, to whieh bonds the master 
of the said brig was also a party, for the safe ar- 
rival of the said brig in New York, dangers of the 
sea excepted, with a full, fair, and perfect confi- 
dence, that the real destination was for that port 
and that the said brig was prosecuting a lawfu! 
voyage. On the 24th of January, 1809, the said 
brig proceeded to sea, having on board her owner 
and Musgrove, leaving Grimshaw and Hutch- 
inson in Savannah. On the 25th, the day follow- 
ing the sailing of the brig, the two last men- 
tioned persons called on the petitioner, and pur- 
chased the 54 bales of cotton then on board the 
said brig, belonging to Phelps and Howard, ol- 
fering therefor, a price equal to that of the New 
York market, on a credit, which offer the petitioner 
accepted. Onthesame day, Grimshaw and Hut- 
chinson took their passage for New York, and 
proceeded down the river to sea; previous to brig’s 
sailing, Grimshaw, Hutchinson, and Musgrove. 
had engaged with the petitioner for the storage of 
300 bales of cotton, tofurnish a cargo for the said 
brig, on her return to Savannah. Immediately 
after the departure of Grimshaw and Hutchinson. 
the petitioner was informed of some things tha! 
excited suspicion, which, on examination, he 
found too well supported; he immediately ap- 
plied to counsel for advice, and as the vessel 02 
board of which Grimshaw and Hutchinson had 
embarked, was detained by contrary winds, be 
took out process, and had the same served, 2! 
the suit of the United States, for an infraction ©! 
the embargo laws. The petitioner acknowledge: 
that the said brig went to Liverpool, which fact, 
as soon as it was ascertained, he made the collector 
acquainted with—was always ready to give any 
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—— 
evidence in his power to bring the guilty to pun- 
jishment. The petitioner sustains a fair and good 
character. The Secretary of the Treasury makes 
the following note on the petition: “The Judge 
does not positively state the facts to be true; and 
although he inclines, from Gaston’s character, to 
believe him innocent, he alleges some reasons 
why the petitioner ought not to become security.” 
he petition of James Jones, of Hertford county, 
in the State of North Carolina, and of James 
Hathaway, the elder, of Edenton, in the same 
State, states that, sometime in the month of No- 
vember, 18—, a schooner, called the Federal Jack, 
arrived at Edenton. from Boston; she was com- 
manded by Joseph Lewis, who appeared to be an 
owner OF pat owner; that her company was 
made up of acertain Bordin Turner and 
Young, and two negroes. Captain Lewis brought 
a certificate signed by the deputy naval officer of 
Boston, endorsed upon one of the ships’ papers, in 
the following words: “It is the intention of the 
owners of this vessel to bring back a cargo of 
pitch, tar, and turpentime, rice and corn, for the 
consumption and use of this district’ The pe- 
titioners state that, after purchasing a cargo, Capt. 
Lewis being in apparent distress, as he could not 
sail,on account of having no person to become 
his security, that the petitioners, after much per- 
suasion and difficulty, became security for reland- 
ing the cargo in some port or place in the United 





States, on the following conditions: that the per- | 


sons belonging to the said schooner should leave 
her, and put on board another captain and com- 
pany; this arrangement was acceded to, and the 
vessel sailed, in the month of January, 18—, for 
Boston, under the command of Daniel S. Brooks, 
with Preston Hathaway, and the said two ne- 
groes, for her company; Lewis Turner, and 
Young, departed from Edenton about the same 
time, intending, as they pretended, to travel to 
Boston by land. The petitioners became bound, 


inabond to the United States, in the sum of | 


$9,384, as securities for the re-landing the cargo 
in the United States. 

_ Young, Turner, and Lewis, instead of proceed- 
ing on to Boston by land, went to Washington, 
North Carolina, and thence to Ocracock, and on 
the arrival of the Federal Jack at the inlet, went 
on board of her. The petitioners state that Cap- 
tain Bruoks being apprehensive of those persons, 
he informed the captain of the revenue cutter at 
that place, that he believed it was the intention 
of Young, Turner, and Lewis, to go off with the 
vessel and cargo, in violation of the embargo 
laws, and had them removed from the schooner ; 
it is also stated, that while the vessel was passing 
the bar, and under the direction of the pilot, and 
While — Brooks was engaged in the cabin, 
writing, Turner and Young got again on board 


the Federal Jack, and took the schooner from | 
him. Captain Brooks was thereupon compelled | 


to leave the vessel, in the pilot boat, and the said 
Turner and Young, retaining Preston Hathaway 
and the two negroes, proceeded on their voyage. 


he petitioners state that they have heard noth- | 


ing of the said schooner ; that they are sued for 
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the penalty of the bond, and pray to have the 


same remitted. The Secretary of the Treasury 
says, in a note on the petition, “the collector 
states the facts to be true.” 
| The committee are of opinion that the reason- 
| ing in support of remitting the penalty incurred 
| by Anthony Buck is infinitely more applicable to 
| the petitioner, Hugh Smith, although, in support 
| of his case, he did not rely on the Governor’s cer- 
tificate that flour was wanting for the consumption 
| of Boston, as an inducement to his becoming the 
security of McClanahan. The committee, in- 
duced by the same reasons which they urged in 
support of the case of Anthony Buck, to which 
they beg leave to refer, (a) ask permission re- 
spectfully to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner, 
Hugh Smith, is reasonable, and ought to be 

| granted. 

The Committee have give to the case of Henly 
Woodward, Philip Rogers, and Nicholas Rogers, 
jun., John P. White and William A. Caldwell, 

'-William Gaston, and of James Jones and James 
Hathaway, due attention and consideration. 
The committee cannot perceive, in the evidence 
| offered in support of the above cases, anything 
' peculiarly hard, or that the petitioners have, by 
|any act of the Government, been induced to do 
'a thing, which the exercise of their own judg- 
| ments, without its interference, would have re- 
sisted. If the committee had indulged a dispo- 
sition of bringing into disrepute penal laws; if 
| they were conscious that no time nor occasion 
could justify a resort to them for salutary purpo- 
| ses, or their enforcement, when enacted, they 
would not fail to seize the present opportunity of 
making a stand against this branch of jurispru- 
' dence; but, as they are convinced that this Gov- 
ernment cannot be supported without the aid of 
penal statutes, they are clearly of opinion that 
‘such laws, when passed, should be enforced. 
They therefore respectfully submit the following 
resolution: 
Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to 
withdraw their petitions. 








[a.) Note.—The following is the report, in the case 
of Anruony Buck, referred to in the foregoing :] 


| 
| The Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
| tures, to whom was referred the petition of An- 
'thony Buck, of Fredericksburg, in Virginia, re- 
| spectfully submit the following report: 
|. Anthony Buck and a certain James A. Stuart, 
‘in 1808, became, jointly and severally, bound in 
'a bond tothe United States, the condition of 

which was, that James A. Stuart, master of the 
| Sally Barker Windsor, of Hingham, in Massa- 
chusetts. should proceed from Fredericksburg to 
Hingham, with a cargo of flour, &c ; and, also, 
that the said Stuart should, in no instance, vio- 
late the provisions of the embargo laws. The 
| following statement of facts is made out from doc- 
uments in the possession of the committee. 

To prevent evasions and violations of the em- 
bargo laws, the President was invested with pow- 
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ers to _ the shipment ee to certain| Tax Commonweattu or Massacuusertts : 
laces, in larger quantities than was necessary for . . 

the supply thereof. The letter of the President eee oe Sullivan, Esq. our Governor 
to certain Governors, of 6th May, 1808, is as fol- ae Abie MED TE MAE SOUCERE. 
lows: “The evasions of the preceding embargo| , Know ye, that Samuel Norton, Esq,, is a jus. 
laws went so far towards defeating their objects, | tice of the peace within and for our county of 
and chiefly by vessels clearing out coastwise, that Plymouth, duly constituted, and that, to his acts 
Congress, by their act of April 25th, authorized and attestations, as such, full faith and credit are, 
the absolute detention of all vessels bound coast- | 2nd ought to be, given, in and out of court, 
wise, with cargoes exciting suspicions of an in-| In testimony whereof, we have caused our seal 
tention to evade those laws. There being few | to be hereunto affixed, at Boston, this fourth day 
towns on our seacoast which cannot be supplied | of October, A. D. 1808, and in the thirty-thirj 
with flour from their interior country, shipments | year of the independence of the United States of 
of flour become generally suspicious, and proper | America. 


subjects of detention. —— is one of the few places ; JAMES SULLIVAN. 
on our sea board, which needs supplies of flour; By His Excellency the Governor : : 
by sea, for its own consumption. That it may, WM. TUDOR, Secretary. 


not suffer by the cautions we are obliged to use, James Stuart Was a man unknown to any body 
I request of your Excellency, whenever you deem | at Fredericksburg, when he arrived there. As js 
it necessary, that your present, or any future stock | customary in all our seaports, he applied to the 
should be enlarged, to take the trouble of giving | petitioner, Anthony Buck, a commission mer. 
your certificate in favor of any merchant in| chant of that place, to purchase a cargo of flour, 
whom you have confidence, directed to the col- &e., &e., which she said Buck agreed to do 
lector of any port usually exporting flour, from | receiving therefor the usual commiseions. On 
which he may choose to bring it, for any quantity | the vessel’s being loaded, the said Stuart in- 
which you may deem necessary for consumption, | formed the said Buck that, unless the latter be- 
beyond your interior supplies, enclosing to the | came his surety in the bond required by the em- 
Secretary of the Treasury, at the same time, a | bargo laws, the former could not return home. 
duplicate of the certificate, as a check on the fal- | The said Buck, in consideration of having pur- 
sification of yoursignature. In this way we may | chased the cargo, and from the testimonials above 
insure a supply of the real wants of your citizens, | jnserted, which the said Buck took as a public 
and, at the same time, prevent those wants from | recommendation, from high authority, of the in- 
being made a cover for the crimes against their | tegrity of the said Stuart, became his surety in 
country, which unprincipled adventurers are in | the before mentioned bond. 

the habit of committing. I trust, too, that your | The said Stuart states, that. near Nantucket, 
Excellency will find an apology for the trouble | on his return voyage, he lost his bowsprit, ina 
propose to you, in that desire which you must feel, | violent storm, and all his water except one cask; 
in common with all your worthy citizens, that | that, in such a crippled situation, he was com- 
inconveniences encountered cheerfully by them pelled to deviate from his course, and to steer 
for the interests of their country, shall not be | for some Southern port ; and he finally succeeded 
turned merely to the unlawful profits of the most in gelling into Havana. For particulars, the pro- 
worthless part of society.” test is referred to. 

On the 13th of November, 1809, the said Buck 
was informed that the said Stuart had arrivedat 
Bostor, from Havana, notice of which he imme- 
diately communicated to the Secretary of the 
“ Hincuam, Mass., Sept. 30, 1808. Treasury, for the purpose of having him arrested 


Sir: The bearer, Captain James Stuart, of the | for @ violation of the embargo laws. The peti- 
schooner Sally Barker Windsor, sails from this | !O8€ has never been engaged in the shipping 
for your port, and is desirous of purchasing a | business. His character, from the papers accom- 
cargo of flour, corn, &c., &c., for this and the adja- | P@?Y'0g the petition, stands fair. He has always 
cent markets. . proved himself to be a good citizen. On the pe- 

These necessary articles are getting scarce and | UU0n Is endorsed, in the handwriting of the 
dear. If you pat pina him to take in a cargo Secretary of the Treasury, the following mn 
for this port, you will oblige your humble servants. I ee hea se sie 

JOHN CUSHING. 


JED. LINCOLN. tselecrmen. tioner. Instructions have been given to prose- 


The selectmen of Hingham addressed the fol- 
lowing note to the Collector of Fredericksburg, 
(Tappahannock :) 


cute Stuart, in Massachusetts.” The committee 

JOHN LEAVETT, z beg leave to refer to the report of the Secretary 

Cotrecror of Fredericksburg, Va.” of the Treasury, on the petition of Anthony Buck, 

dated on the 9th of January, 1810. 

: . PiyMoura, ss. 3d October, 1808. The committee, on a Sais adnidevesion of the 

I certify that the signers of the within written | facts, as above stated, are convinced that the pe- 

‘request are the selectmen of the town of Hing- | titioner had no intention, in becoming the surety 

ham, within this county. of Captain Stuart, to afford the latter an oppor- 
SAMUEL NORTON. / tunity of evading the embargo laws. 
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They are persuaded that the certificates re- 
quired by the President’s letter of the 6th of May, 


_ 1806, to enable merchants and others to procure 
| supplies for home consumption, influenced the 


titioner, in a great measure, to place confidence 


jin the honor and integrity of Captain Stuart. 
As the certificates alluded to are set forth in the 
- statement of the facts made out for the informa- 
| tion of the House, the committee beg leave to 
- refer to them for particulars. 


To say that pen- 
alties incurred, should, in no case, be remitted, 
would be unjust. It would be in direct opposi- 
tion to that enlightened system of jurisprudence 
pursued since the commencement of this Gov- 
ernment. Tosay that they ought to be remitted, 


' generally, would be to disarm the Republic of 
| one of its most powerful engines, and to defeat 


the end it should always keep in view—the good 
of the whole. 
To avoid either extreme, the committee have 


| laid it down as a rule, never to recommend a re- 
 jaxation in the execution of penal laws, except 
' in very hard cases: as, when the suffering party 
| has, by an act of any branch of Government, 
| been induced to do a thing, which, if it had not 


been for such official aet, he would not have 


» done. The case of the petitioner comes within 
| the scope of this rule, if the consideration which 
| thecommittee have given to it be correct. On 


the ground that the petitioner was induced, by 
the certificates above referred to, to become the 
surety of Captain Stuart, they ask permission to 
submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner is 
reasonable, and ought to be granted. 


FreperickssurG, 22d October, 1808. 
Sir: The Governor of Massachusetts having, 
for some time back, declined to grant certificates 
for the transportation of provisions coastwise, 
the selectmen of the several towns have taken 
that authority upon themselves ; but the collector 
of our district informs me that, agreeably to his 
instructions, he cannot permit Captain Stuart to 
clear out with more than one-third of the value 
of the vessel in produce, without permission 
from you. Ihave taken the liberty to enclose the 
certificate for your consideration, and have hopes 
that you will see the necessity of granting leave 
to load, on board the schooner Sally Barker 
Windsor, one thousand barrels of flour, to be 
cleared out, under bonds, for the port of Boston. 
lam, with great respect, &c. 
ANTHONY G. BUCK. 
Atsert Gauuatin, Esq. 


Treasury DepartTMENT, October 24, 1808. 


Sir: Your letter of 22d instant has been laid 
He does not think it pro- 
per to direct the Collector of Tappahanuock to | 


before the President. 
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deviate, in this instance, from the general rules by 
which he has heretofore been governed. 
I am, very respectfully. &c. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Mr. A. G. Buck, Fredericksburg. 


Treasury Department, Oct. 24, 1808. 


Sir: [ enclose a certificate of the selectmen 
of Hingham, directed to you, and copy of a letter 
written this day to Mr. Buck of Fredericksburg, 
who had transmitted that paper. I do not know 
on what grounds that paper was issued, and if it 
shall be found necessary to ascertain the extent 
of shipments of flour and corn requisite for the 
consumption of Massachusetts, other steps will 
be taken for that purpose. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

L. Muss, Esq. Collector, Tappahannock. 


REVENUE BONDS OUTSTANDING. 


[Communicated to the Senate, April 17, 1810] 
Treasury DepartMent, April 16, 1810. 


Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to the reso- 
lution of the Senate, of the thirteenth instant, to 
transmit a statement of the outstanding revenue 
bonds, amounting, on the first day of January 
last, to $9,600,000. 

But in that are included all the bad debts whica 
have accrued on revenue bonds, from the com- 
mencement of this Government to that day. 
These, together with the debentures issued prior 
to the first day of January last, and remaining 
unpaid on that day, are estimated at one million 
of dollars, at least,and must be deducted from 
that nominal amount. The expenses of collec- 
tion may be estimated at about four hundred 
thousand dollars. 

The balance remaining in the Treasury on the 
first day of Jannary last amounted to three mil- 
lion eight hundred and seventeen thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-six dollars and fifty-four 
cents. 

It may not be improper to add, that the esti- 
mates of the probable receipts of this year, as 
stated in annual report made at the commence- 
ment of the present session of Congress, will not, 
so far as is now known, differ materially from the 
actual receipts, unless exportations of the foreign 
produce should exceed what had been presumed. 
The total amount of debentures payable in the 

ear 1810, had been there estimated at two mil- 

ions of dollars; and those paid before the first 
of April, amounted already, to $1,360,000. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Hon. PRestpENT OF THE SENATE. 
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Statement of bonds for duties on merchandise imported, outstanding at the several Custom-houses 
ao 1st January, 1810, taken from the accounts current of the Collectors, as rendered to the 
asury. 


Amount of bonds \Amount of bonds 
PORTS. outstanding Jan- PORTS. outstanding Jan. 
vary 1,1810. | uary 1, 1810, 





} 
| 


Portsmouth - - - - $66,960 72 | Perth Ambo oct fot bhp 6,730 2} 
Passamaquoddy - - - (a) 22.229 69 | Great Egg Harbor - - (a) 1,077 36 
Frenchman’s Bay - - . 397 50||Philadelphia - = - - - 1,949,049 47 
Penobscot - - - - 11,887 03 ||Detroit - - - - - 1,319 69 
Waldoborough - - ° 7,273 98 || Michilimackinack - - bf (a) 12,032 39 
Wiscasset - - + - 19,875 53||Wilmington, Del. - -  - 29,408 4) 
Bath - - - - - 19,881 69||Baltimore - - - - 622,249 59 
Portland - - - - 39,026 60} Vienna - - - - - 558 14 
Saco - - : - - 8.375 39||\Snow Hill’ - - - . 2,858 76 
Kennebunk - - - - 15,892 50||Georgetown, Col. - ~~ - 8,194 06 
Wes Sears, owt 15,930 31||Alexandria - - - - 29,855 83 
Newburyport- - - - 43,515 89| Yeocomico - - - - 941 00 
Ipswich. - - . . - (a) 1,595 19} Tappahannock - - - 29,411 67 
Gloucester ~- - - - 23,715 38| East River - tL - 4,368 86 
Salem - - - - - 391,128 69| Richmond - - - ° 13,501 91 
Marblehead - - -~ - 24,982 39| Petersburg - - - = 13,718 79 
Boston - - - - = |(@)1,245,634 84) Norfolk - - - - - 153,875 60 
Plymouth, Mass. - - — - 19,640 12) Folly Landing - -~ - 6,335 68 
Barnstable - -— - - 10,217 60} Cherry Stone oth cut ew 496 19 
New Bedford - - - - 5,440 29} Camden . - - ° 16,561 59 
Dighton ily MAH os ow 2,669 95 | Edenton Oot Sesto 98 6.845 87 
Nantucket - eet eae 8,876 04; Plymouth,N.C. - -— - 2,932 44 
Edgartown. - - - - 612 28; Washington - - - - 52,617 93 
Bristol - of «Med eonor 19,256 81 | Newbern - - : 15,702 75 
Providence - - - - 95.240 os Beaufort,N.C. - - - 207 25 
Newport mig Men Sent @ 31,306 37 || Wilmington, N. C. km 33,466 22 
New London- - - - 23,420 39 | Georgetown, S. C, gous 12,206 81 
Middletown - - - - 35.254 61|\Charleston - - - - 556,215 57 
New Haven - - - - 30,302 88|\Savannah - - - = =| (a) 250,000 00 
Fairfield - - - ° 2,735 15|\Brunswick - - . « 773 68 
Allburgh, Vt. min te tom 12.706 23 |\|St. Mary’s,Ga.  - -~ - 18,927 92 
Champlain - - - - 5,985 25 ||Fort Stoddert Sider es das 163 87 
Hudson- - - = - 1,014 54||New Orleans- - - - 121,749 97 
Sagg Harbor - lite tle 277 52 | —_—_—_ - — 
New York - - - - 3,364,102 60 | 2a 6 we $9,600,717 55 


| 
' 





(a) These ports are on estimate. 


RECEIPTS AND PUBLIC DEBT. 


[Communicated to the House of Representatives, April 17, 1810.] 


Treasury Department, April 16, 1810. 
Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to the resolution of the House, of the 11th instant. to 
transmit a statement of the annual receipts into the Treasury, from the 4th day of March, 1789, 
to the 3ist day of December, 1809; and a statement of the amount of debt annually incurred 
and reimbursed during the same period. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Hon. Speaker of the House of Reps. 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Statement of the annual receipts into the Treasury, from the 4th March, 1789, to 31st December, 1809. 
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Public Debt—American Manufactures. 





Statement of the annual amount, and of the annual increase and decrease of the public debt, from 
lst January, 1791, to 1st January, 1810. 


Amount of Public Debt on the first day of each | Amount of Public Debt annually incuurred and reim. 


years principal. 


year. bursed. 
terri ee e 
Payments ; 
Ist of Payments in 
made by the; Amount of Annual Annual 
aa ee Treasury on | debt unprovi- each year on) Amount of increase of decrease of 
° account ofsub debt. 





sequent years. 








ded for. account of {debt contracted. debt. | 


i 
1791 | 75,463,476 52| 293,502 31 | 75,169,974 21 | 3,324,842 86| 5,089,291 00 | 1,764,448 14) zi 
1792 | 77,227,924 66 | 854,157 50 | 76,373,767 16 | 2,056,208 86 | 5,180,918 24 | 3,124,709 38) “ 
1793 | 80,352,634 04 | 2,764,636 11 | 77,587,997 93 | 3,189,932 63 | 1,264,703 36 ” | 1,925,229 27 
1794 | 78,427,404 77 | 2,431,234 21 | 75,996,170 56 | 2,420,520 74 | 4,740,703 36 | 2,320,182 62, x 
1795 | 80,747,587 39 | 2,597,649 56 | 78,149,937 83 | 2,949,415 32 5,964,000 00 | 3,014,584 68) bs 
1796 | 83,762,172 07 | 2,119,899 11 | 81,642,272 96 | 2,097,692 74| 400,000 00 - | 1,697,692 74 
1797 | 82,064,479 33 | 1,130,455 79 | 80,934,023-54 | 2,835,950 21 ~ on | 2,835,950 21 
1798 | 79,228,529 12} 734,363 37 | 78,494,165 75 | 1,027,324 42 | 207,465 07 ~ | 819,859 35 
1799 | 78,408,669 77 | 1,008,760 42 | 77,399,909 35 | 1,144,075 42 | 5,711,700 00 | 4,567,624 58, ie 
1800 | 82,976,294 35 | 1,342,968 61 | 81,633,325 74 | 1,419,943 55 | 1,481,700 00| 61,756 45 | » 
1801 | 83,038,050 80 | 1,037,883 44 | 82,000,167 36 | 2,325,418 55 = - | 2,925,418 55 








1802 | 80,712,632 25 | 1,958,063 55 | 78,754,568 '70 | 3,657,945 95 = - | 3,657,945 95 
1803 | 77,054,686 30 | 2,322,763 45 | 74,731,922 85 | 5,627,565 42 | 15,000,000 00 | 9,372,434 58) ~ 
1804 | 86,427,120 88 | 1,073,477 66 | 85,353,643 22 | 4,114,970 38 - o 4,114,970 38 
1805 | 82,312,150 50 | 1,778,091 85 | 80,534,058 65 | 6,588,879 84 ~ ~ 6,588,879 84 
1806 | 75,723,270 66 | 1,180,313 04 | 74,542,957 62 | 6,504,872 02 - ~ 6,504,872 02 
1807 | 69,218,398 64 | 1,486,753 02 | 67,731,645 62 | 4,022,080 67 = - 4,022,080 67 
1808 | 65,196,317 97 453,991 71 | 64,742,326 26 | 8,173,125 88 - ~_ | 8,173,125 88 
1809 | 57,023,193 09 | 290,812 28 | 56,732,379 81 | 3,850,889 77 - - | 3,850,889 7; 
1810 | 53,172,302 32 15,769 68 | 53,156,532 64 ~ - ~ | - 
RECAPITULATION. 

Debt on Ist January, 1791 - - - - . ° . e * . - ° - $75,463,476 52 
Debt contracted from Ist January, 1791, to Ist January, 1801 = - - - $30,040,481 03 
Deduct debt reimbursed during the same period - - - : - - 22,465,906 75 

Increase of debt in those ten years - - : - - : ai ~1% - - 7,574,574 8 
Debt on Ist January, 1801- = - . - : - : : - : - : - 83,038,050 80 
Debt reimbursed from Ist January, 1801, to Ist January, 1810 - - - 44,865,748 48 
Deduct debt contracted during the same period = - : : : - - 15,000,000 00 


Decrease of debt in those nine years - 29,865,748 48 














Debt on Ist January, 1810 ee ee Ss Lee Lo ee - 53,172,302 32 
But as this sum of $53,172,302 32 includes the Louisiana stock - - . - - 11,250,000 00 
The old debt remaining due on the Ist January, 1810,isonly - - - + = «= 41,922,302 32 
And the old debt redeemed during the last nine years amounts to - - : - - 41,115,748 48 

Debt on Ist January, 1801 . ° ° * ° ” ; i 3 - 83,038,050 80 


—_———— 


AMERICAN MANUFACTURES. 


[Communicated to the House of Representatives, April 19, 1810.] 


Treasury Department, April 17, 1810. 


Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the House, I have the honor to transmit a report, in 
part, on the subject of American manufactures. Some important information has been obtained, 
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but it is, in general, partial and defective; and it 
- would have been desirable that the report might 
- have been delayed till the next session. 

Permit me to observe, that the approaching 
| census might afford an opportunity to obtain de- 
- tailed and correct information on that subject, 

rovided that the deputy marshals were directed 
' by Congress to collect it, and to make returns in 
such form as would be prescribed. 

| have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Hon. the Speaker of the H. of R. 





The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience 
to the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, respectfully submits the following report, 
_ in part, on the subject of domestic manufactures: 
_ The following manufactures are carried on to 
| anextent which may be considered adequate to 
| the consumption of the United States, the for- 
eign articles aznually imported being less in 
' value than these of American manufacture be- 
longing to the same general class, which are an- 
nually exported, viz: 
| Manufactures of wood, or of which wood is the 
_ principal material; leather, and manufactures oj 
% Latha soap, and tallow candles; spermaceti oil 
» and candles; flaxseed oil; refined sugar; coarse 
earthen ware; snuff, chocolate, hair powder, and 
mustard, 
_ The following branches are firmly established, 
| supplying, in several instances, the greater, and. 
- in all a considerable, part of the consumption of 
the United States, viz: 
_ Tron, and manufactures of iron ; manufactures 
of cotton, wool, and flax; hats; paper, printing 
| types, printed books, and playing cards; spirit- 
uous and malt liquors; several manufactures of 
| hemp; gunpowder: window glass; jewelry and 
| clocks; several manufactures of lead ; straw bon- 
' nets and hats; wax candles. 
__ Progress has also been made in the following 
branches, viz: 
' Paints and colors; several chemical prepara- 
tions and medicinal drugs; salt ; manufactures of 
_ copper and brass; japanned and plated ware; 
- calico printing; queens, and other earthen and 
_ glass wares, &c. 

Many articles, respecting which no information 
has been received, are undoubtedly omitted ; and 
the substance of the information obtained, on the 
most important branches, is comprehended under 
the following heads: 

Wood, and Manufactures of Wood.—A\ll the 
branches of this manufacture are carried to a 


_ high degree of perfection, supply the whole de- 


mand of the United States, and consist princi- 
pally of cabinet ware, and other liousehold furni- 
ture, coaches and carriages, either for pleasure or 
transportation, and ship building. 

The ships and vessels, above twenty tons bur- 
den, built in the United States during the years 
1801 to 1807, measured 774,922 tons, making, on 
an average, about 110,000 tons a year, and worth 
more than six millions of dollars. About two- 


thirds were registered for the foreign trade, and 
the remainder licensed for the coasting trade and 
fisheries. 

Of the other branches, no particular account 
can be given. But the annual exportations of 
furniture and carriages amount to $170,000. The 
value of the whole, including ship building, can- 
not be less than twenty millions of dollars a year. 
Under this head may also be mentioned pot and 
pearl ash, of which, besides supplying the inter- 
nal demand, 7,400 tons are annually exported. 

Leather and Manufactures of Leather.—Tan- 
neries are established in every part of the United 
States, some of them on a very large scale—the 
capital employed in one single establishment 
amounting to one hundred thousand dollars. A 
few hides are exported, and it is stated that one- 
third of those used in the great tanneries of the 
Atlantic States are imported from Spanish Ame- 
rica. Some superior or particular kinds of Eng- 
lish leather and morocco are still imported; but 
about 350,000 pounds* of American leather are 
annually exported. The bark is abundant and 
cheap, and it seems, by the annexed communica- 
tion, marked A, that hides cost, in America, 54 
cents, and in England, seven cents a pound; that 
the bark used for tanning costs, in England, 
nearly as much as the hides, and in America not 
one-tenth part of that sum. It is, at the same 
time, acknowledged, that much Ametican leather 
is brought to market of an inferior quality, and 
that better is generally made in the middle than 
in the Northern or Southern States. The tan- 
neries of the State of Delaware employ, collect- 
ively, a capital of one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars, and ninety workmen, and make, an- 
nually, one hundred thousand dollars worth of 
leather. Those of Baltimore amount to twenty- 
two, seventeen of which have, together, a capi- 
tal of $187,000, and tan, annually, 19,000 hides, 
and 25,000 calf skins. 

Morocco is also made in several places, partly 
from imported goat skins, and principally from 
sheep skins. And it may be proper here to add, 
that deer skins, which form an article of exporta- 
tion, are dressed and manufactured in the United 
States, to the amount required for the consump- 
tion of the country. 

The principal manufactures of leather are 
those of shoes and boots, harness and saddles. 
Some inconsiderable quantities of the two last 
articles are both imported and exported. The 
annual importation of foreign boots and shoes 
amounts to 3,250 pair boots and 59,000 pair of 
shoes, principally kid and morocco. The annual 
exportation of the same articles, of American 
manufacture, to 8,500 pair of boots, and 127.000 
pair of shoes. The shoe manufactures of New 
Jersey are extensive. That of Lynn, in Massa- 
chusetts, makes 100,000 pair of women’s shoes 
annually. 

The value of all the articles annually manu- 





*Unless otherwise stated, the importations and ex- 
portations are, in this report, taken on the average of 
the years 1806 and 1807. 
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factured in the United States, which are em- 
braced under this head, (leather,) may be esti- 
mated at twenty millions of dollars. 

Soap, and Tallow Candles.—A great portion 
of the soap and candles used in the United States 
isa family manufacture. But there are also sev- 
eral establishments, on an extensive scale, in all 
the large cities, and several other places. Those 
of the village of Roxbury, near Boston, employ, 
alone, a capital of one hundred thousand dollars, 
and make, annually, 370,000 pounds candles, and 
380,000 pounds brown soap, and 50,000 pounds 
windsor and fancy soap, with a profit, it is said, 
of 15 per centum on the capital employed. 

The annual importations of foreign manufac- 
ture are, candles, 158,000 pounds; soap, 470,000 
pounds. 

The annual exportations of domestic manufac- 
ture are, candles, 1,775,000 pounds; soap, 2,220,000 
pounds. 

The annual value manufactured in the United 
States, and including the quantity made in pri- 
vate families, for their own use, cannot be esti- 
mated at less than eight millions of dollars. 

Spermaceti Oil and Candles.—The establish- 
ments for this manufacture are at Nantucket and 
New Bedford, in Massachusetts, and at Hudson 
in New York. Besides supplying the whole of 
the domestic consumption, they furnished, annu- 
ally, for exportation to foreign countries, 230,000 
pounds of candles, and 44,000 gallons of oil. The 
whole quantity,annually manufactured, amounted 
to about $300,000. But the exclusion from for- 
eign markets has lately affected the manufacture. 

Refined Sugar.—The annual importations of 
foreign refined sugar amount, for the years 1803 
to 1807, to 47,000 pounds. 

The annual exportation of American refined 
sugar, amount, for the same years, to 150,000 
pounds. 

The then existing duty was, in the year 1801, 
collected on 3,827,000 pounds; and, as the manu- 
facture has kept pace with the increase of popu- 
lation, the quantity now annually made may be 
estimated at five millions of pounds, worth one 
million of dollars. The capital employed is stated 
at three millions and a half of dollars: and as the 
establishments have increased in number, some 
of them have declined in business. It is believed 
that, if a drawback equivalent to the duty paid 
on the importation of the brown sugar used in 
the refined sugar exported, was again allowed, 
the foreign demand, particularly of Russia, would 
give a greater extension to this branch. A spe- 
cial report has been made on that subject to the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 


Corton, Wool, anD Fax. 

I. Spinning Mills and Manufacturing Estab- 
lishments.—The first cotton mill was erected in 
the State of Rhode Island, in the year 1791; an- 
other, in the same State, in the year 1795; and 
two more, in the States of Massachusetts, in the 
years 1803 and 1804. During the three succeed- 
ing years, ten more were erected or commenced, 
in Rhode Island, and one in Connecticut; ma- 


king, altogether, fifteen mills erected before the 
year 1808, working, at that time, about eigh 
thousand spindles, and producing about three hup. 
dred thousand pounds of yarn a year. 

Returns have been received of eighty-seyen 
mills, which were erected at-the end of the year 
1809; sixty-two of which (forty-eight water, and 
fourteen horse, mills) were in operation, and 
worked. at that time, thirty-one thousand spin. 
dles. The other twenty-five will all be in oper. 
ation in the course of this year, and, together 
with the former ones, (almost all of which are 
increasing their machinery) will, by the estimate 
received, work more than eighty thousand spin. 
dles at the commencement of the year 1811. 

The capital required to carry on the manufac- 
ture, on the best terms, is estimated at the rate of 
one hundred dollars for each spindle ; including 
both the fixed capital applied to the purchase of 
the mill-seats, and to the construction of the mills 
and machinery, and that employed in wages, re- 
pairs, raw materials, goods on hand, and contin- 
gencies. But it is believed that no more than at 
the rate of sixty dollars for each spindle is gen- 
erally actually employed. Forty-five pounds of 
cotton, worth about twenty cents a pound, are, on 
an average, annually used for each spindle; and 
these produce about thirty-six pounds of yarn, of 
different qualities, worth, on an average, one dol- 
lar and twelve and a half cents a pound. Eight 
hundred spindles employ forty persons, viz: five 
men and thirty-five women and children. On 
those data, the general results for the year 1811, 
are estimated as follows: 

Number of mills, 87; number of spindles, 80,000; 
amount of capital employed, $4,800,000. Corton 
used, 3,600,000 ; value, $720,000. Yarn spun, 
2,880,000 pounds; value, $3,240,000. Persons em- 
ployed—men, 500; women and children, 3,500. 
Total employed, 4,000. 

The increase of carding and spinning of cotton 
by machinery, in establishments for that purpose, 
and exclusively of that done in private families, 
has, heretofore, been fourfold, during the two last 

ears, and will have been tenfold in three years. 

he table B shows the situation and extent of 
those several mills, and that, although the greater 
number is in the vicinity of Providence, in Rhode 
Island, they are scattered and extending through- 
out all the States. Those situated within thirty 
miles of Providence, are exhibited in table C, 
and the statement marked D gives the details of 
one of the establishments, as furnished by one of 
the proprietors, 

The seventeen mills in the State of Rhode Is- 
land, included in the table C, which were in op- 
eration, and worked 14,290 spindles in the year 
1809, are also stated to have used, during that 
year, 640,000 pounds of cotton, which produced 
510,000 pounds of yarn; of which, 124,000 pounds 
were sold for thread and knitting ; 200,000 pounds 
were used in manufactures attached to, or in the 
vicinity of, these mills; and the residue was 
either sold for wick, and for the use of family 
manufactures, or exported to other parts. Eleven 
hundred looms are said to be employed in weav- 
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‘ing the yarn spun by these mills into goods, prin- 
' cipally of the following descriptions, viz: 

P ae ticking, sold at 55 to 90 cents per yard. 

| §tripes and checks, sold at 30 to 40 cents per 


d. 

"ae hams, sold at 40 to 50 cents per yard. 
Cloth, for shirts and sheeting, sold at 35 to 75 
"cents per yard. 

- Counterpanes, at eight dollars each. 

Those several goods are already equal, in ap- 
"pearance, to the English imported articles of the 
' same description, and superior in durability ; and 
' the finishing is still improving. The proportion 
of fine yarns is also increasing. 

- The same articles are manufactured in several 
' other places, and particularly at Philadelphia, 
' where are also made, from the same material, 
> webbingand coach laces, (which articleshave also 
' excluded, or will soon exclude, similar foreign 
_ importations,) table and other diaper cloth, jeans, 
' vest patterns, cotton kerseymeres and blankets. 
' The manufacture of fustians, cords, and velvet, 
' has also been commenced in the interior and 
western parts of Pennsylvania, and in Kentucky. 
' Some of the mills, above mentioned, are also 
- employed in carding and spinning wool, though 
' not to. a considerable amount. But almost the 
_ whole of that material is spun and wove in pri- 
_ vate families; and there are yet but few estab- 
lishments for the manufacture of woollen cloths. 
Some information has, however, been received, 
respecting fourteen of these, as stated in table EB, 
manufacturing, each, on an average, ten thousand 
any of cloth a year, worth from one to ten dol- 
arsa yard. It is believed that there are others, 
fom Which no information has been obtained; 
and it is known that several establishments, on a 
smaller scale, exist in Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and some other places. All those cloths, as well 
as those manufactured in private families, are 
generally superior in quality, though somewhat 
inferior In appearance, to imported cloths of the 
same price. The principal obstacle to the exten- 
sion of the manufacture is the want of wool, 
which is still deficient, both in quality and quan- 
lity. But these defects are daily and rapidly les- 
sened, by the introduction of sheep of the merino 
and other superior breeds; by the great demand 
for the article; and by the attention now every- 
where paid by farmers to the increase and im- 
provement of their flocks. 

Manufacturing establishments, for spinning and 
weaving flax, are yet but few. In the State of 
New York, there is one, which employs a capital 
of $18,000, and twenty-six persons, and in which 
about ninety thousand pounds of flax are annually 
spun and wove, into canvass and other coarse 
linen. Information has been received respecting 
two, in the vicinity of Philadelphia, one of which 
produces, annually, 72,000 yards of canvass, made 
of flax and cotton; in the other, the flax is both 
hackled and spun by machinery ; thirty looms are 
employed; and it is said that 500,000 yards of 
cotton bagging, sail cloth, and coarse linen, may 
be made annually. 

Hosiery may also be considered as almost ex- 


clusively a household manufacture. That of 
Germantown has declined, and it does not appear 
to have been attempted on a large scale in other 
places. There are, however, some exceptions ; 
and it is stated that the island of Martha’s Vine- 
yard exports, annually, nine thousand pair of 
stockings. 

Il. Household Manufactures—But by far the 
greater part of the goods made of those materials, 
(cotton, flax, and woo!,) are manufactured in pri- 
vate families, mostly for their own use, and partly 
forsale. They consist principally of coarse cloth, 
flannel, cotton stuffs, and stripes of every descrip- 
tion, linen, and mixtures of wool with flax or cot- 
ton. The information received from every State, 
and from more than sixty different places, con- 
curs in establishing the fact of an extraordinary 
increase, during the last two years, and in render- 
ing it probable that about two-thirds of the clothing, 
including hosiery, and of the house and table 
linen, worn and used by the inhabitants of the 
United States, who do not reside in cities, is the 
product of family manufactures. 

In the Eastern and Middle States, carding ma- 
chines, worked by water, are everywhere estab- 
lished, and they are rapidly extending southwardly 
and westwardly. Jennies, other family spinning 
machines, and flying shuttles, are also introduced 
in many places; and as many fulling mills are 
erected as are required for finishing all the cloth 
which is woven in private families. (See note 
F and statement G.) 

Difficult as it isto form an estimate, it is in- 
ferred, from a comparison of all the facts which 
have been communicated, with the population of 
the United States, (estimated at six millions of 
white and twelve hundred thousand black per- 
sons) that the value of all the goods made of cot- 
ton, wool, and flax, which are annually manufac- 
tured in the United States, exceeds forty millions 
of dollars. 

The manufacture of cards and wire is inti- 
mately connected with this part of the subject. 
W hittemore’s machine for making cards has com- 
pletely excluded foreign importations of that ar- 
ticle. It will appear, by the communication H, 
that the capital employed in that branch may be 
estimated at $200,000 ; and that the annual con- 
sumption amounted, till lately, to twenty thous- 
and dozen pair of hand cards, and twenty thous- 
and square feet of cards for machines, worth to- 
gether about $200,000. The demand of last year 
was double that of 1808, and is still rapidly in- 
creasing. But the wire itself is altogether im- 
ported, and a very serious inconvenience might 
arise from any regulation which would check or 
prevent the exportation from foreign countries. 
It appears, however, by the communication I, 
that the manufacture may, and weuld be, imme- 
diately established, so as to supply the demand 
both for cards and other objects, provided the 
same duty was imposed on wire, now impcried 
duty free, which is laid on other articles made of 
the same material. The whole amount of wire, 
annually used for cards, does not at present ex- 
ceed twenty-five tons, worth about $40,000. 
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Hats.—T he annual importations of foreign hats 


——— ee 


are two establishments, the principal at Philadel. 





| lish 
amount to $350,000; the annual exportation of | phia, and another at Baltimore, was fully ade. the 
American hats to $100,000. quate to the demand, but has lately been affectey J &'s 
The domestic manufacture is, therefore, nearly | by the want of regulus of antimony. ; 
equal to the home consumption. The number| Manufactures of Hemp.—The annual importa. FB ¥"S 
made in the State of Massachusetts is estimated, | tions of foreign hemp, amounted to 6.200 tons. Bu, fe 45 
by the hat company of Boston, at four times the | the interruptionof commerce hasgreatly promote, Je mil! 
number required for the consumption of the State: | the cultivation of that article in Massachusey; |e 
and from other information it would appear, that, | New York, Kentucky, and several other places; i ™4" 
in that State alone, the capital applied to that | and it is believed that a sufficient quantity wil, 3 ¥' 
branch is near three millions of dollars, the num- | in a short time, be produced in the United States, J hat 
ber of persons employed about four thousand,| The manufacture of ropes, cables, and cordage J 204 
and the number of hats annually made 1.550,000; | of every description, may be considered as equal Sta 
of which, 1,150,000 are fine hats, worth, on an | to the demand, the exportations of American map- low 
average, four dollars each, and 400,000 felt hats, | ufacture, for 1806 and 1807, having exceeded the but 
worth one dollar each. That the manufacture | average of 6,500 quintals, and the importations port 
is still profitable, appears from a late estabiish- | from foreign ports, having fallen short of 420) Be "Y 
ment on Charles river, calculated to make, an- | ditto. Best 
nually, 35.000 hats, at five dollars a piece, and to} | Exclusive of the rope-walks in all the seaports, usec 
employ 150 workmen. there are fifteeen in Kentucky alone, which con. whi 
The quantity made in Rhode Island, is stated | sume about one thousand tons of hemp a year: of 
at 50,090 thousand, worth five dollars each, ex- | and six new works were in a state of preparation peo} 
clusively of felt hats. Connecticut and New | for the present year. = 
York made more than is necessary for their con- he manufactures of sail duck, formerly es- = 
sumption ; the largest establishment being that of | tablished in Rhode Island, in Connecticut, and bs 
Danbury, where 200 persons are employed, and to| at Salem, have been abandoned or suspended, fror 
the amount of $130,000 annually manufactured. | partly on account of the high price of hemp, ani  ''° 
In Vermont, the manufacture supplies the con-| partly for want of capital. Some is still made; J" 
sumption. Itis stated by the hatters of Philadel- | and the species of canvass,commonly called cotton J ¥™ 
phia, that 92,000 hats, worth five dollars each, are | bagging, is now manuiactured, in various places, J 
annually made there, in addition to which, 50,000 | on an extensivescale. An establishment at Phil. 3 Bat 
country hats, worth three dollars each, are annu- | adelphia, employs eight looms, and can make, an- 7 
ally sold in the city. In various quarters, the | nually, 17,000 yards of duck, or 45,000 yards of = 
—— of wool is complained of, as preventing | cottonbagging. Thereare thirteen manufactures 7 bar. 
the making of a sufficient quantity of coarse hats. | in Kentucky, and two in West Tennessee. The . 
From all the information which has been received, | five at or near Lexington, make annually 250, of 
itis believed that the value of all the hats, annually | 000 yards of duck and cotton bagging. ye 
made in the United States, is near ten millions| Spiritwous aud Malt Liqiore—The duty on 7 
of dollars. (See note K.) licensed stills, amounted, in 1801, to $372,000, and, hoo 
Paper and Printing. —Some foreign paper is | 0n account of omissions, might be estimated at we 
still imported, but the greater part of the con-| $450,000. As the duty actually paid on the spirits ted 
sumption is of American manufacture; and it | distilled in those stills, did not, on an average, ex- In | 
is believed that, if sufficient attention was every- | ceed five cents per gallon, the quantity of spirits thi 
where paid to the preservation of rags, a quantity | distilled during that year, from grain and fruit. 39 
equal to the demand would be made in the Uni-| (exclusively of the large gin distilleries in cities,) os 
ted States. Paper mills are erected in every part | must have amounted to about 9,000,000 of gallons om 
of the Union. There are twenty-one in the States | and may, at present, the manufacturing having _ 
of New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, and | increased, at least in the same ratio as the popv- 
Delaware, alone, and ten in only five counties of | lation, be estimated at twelve millions of gallons. = 
the States of New York and Maryland. Eleven | To this must be added about three millions of a 
of those mills employ a capital of two hundred | gallons of gin and rum, distilled in cities ; making = 
thousand dollars, and 180 workmen, and make, | an aggregate of fifteen millions of gallons. re, 
annually, $150,000 worth of paper. ‘| The importations of foreign spirits, are, never- - 
Printing is carried on to an extent commensv- | theless, very considerable, having amounted, du- - 
rate with the demand. Exclusively of the nu-| ring the years 1806 and 1807, to 9,750,000 gallons mi 
merous newspapers, which alone form a consid-| a year, and yielding a net annual revenue to the pr 
erable item in value, all the books for which there | United States, of $2,865,000. - 
is an adequate number of purchasers, are printed! The quantity of malt liquors made in the Uni- * 
in the United States. But sufficient data have | ted States is nearly equal to their consumption. = 
not been obtained to form an estimate of the an-| The anoual foreign importations amount only to th 
nual aggregate value of the paper made, and of | 185,000 gallons, and the annual exportations of dr 
the printing and book binding executed in the | American beer and cider to 187,000 gallons. But ed 
United States, other than what may be inferred | the amount actually made, cannot be correctly - 
from the population. The manufactures of hang-| stated. It has been said, that the breweries of na 
ing paper, and of playing cards, are also exten- | Philadelphia consumed, annually, 150,000 bushels a 


sive; and that of printing types, of which there 


of malt; and, exclusively of the numerous estab- 
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- jishments on a smaller scale, dispersed throughout 
| the country, extensive breweries are known to 
| exist in New York and Baltimore. 


From these data, the aggregate value of spirit- 


' uous and malt liquors, annually made in the Uni- 
' ted States, cannot be estimated at less than ten 
| millions of dollars. 


Iron, and Manufactures of Iron.—The infor- 


| mation received respecting that important branch 
_ js very imperfect. 
| that iron ore abounds, and that numerous furnaces 
' and forges are erected, throughout the United 
States. They supply a sufficient quantity of hol- 
low ware, and of castings, of every description ; 


It is, however, well known, 


put about 4,500 tons of bar iron are annually im- 
ported from Russia, and probably, an equal quan- 
tity from Swedenand England together. A vague 
estimate states the amount of bar iron annually 


_ used in the United States, at fifty thousand tons, 
| which would leave about forty thousand for that 
- of American manufacture. 
| proportion of the ore found in ee Pennsyl- 
_ vania, Maryland, and Virginia, 


Although a great 


e of a superior 
quality,and some of the iron manufactured there 
equal to any imported, it is to be regretted, that, 


_ from the demand, and from want of proper atten- 
_ tion in the manufacture, much inferior American 
_ iron is brought to market. 


On that account, the 
want of the ordinary supply of Russian iron has 
been felt in some of the slitting and rolling mills. 
But, whilst a reduction of the duty on Russian 


| iron is asked from several quarters, it is generally 
» stated that a high or prohibitory duty on English 
| bar, slit, rolled, and sheet iron, would be benefi- 
. cial; that which is usually imported on account 


of its cheapness, being made with pit coal, and of 
a very inferior quality. 
The annual importations of sheet, slit, and 


| hoop iron, amount to five hundred and sixty-five 
; tons; and the quantity rolled and slit in the Uni- 


ted States, is estimated at seven thousand tons. 
Inthe State of Massachusetts alone, are found 


| thirteen rolling and slitting mills, in whicb about 
| 3500 tons of bar iron, principally from Russia, 


are annually rolled or slit. A portion is used for 
sheet iron and nail rods for wrought nails; but 
two-thirds of the whole quantity of bar iron flat- 
tened by machinery in the United States, is used 
in the manufacture of cut nails, which has now 
extended throughout the whole country, and, be- 
ing altogether an American invention, substitut- 
ing machinery to manual labor, deserves particu- 
lar notice. The details on that subject will be 
found in the communications L and M; and it 
will be sufficient here to state, that the annual 
product of that branch alone, may be estimated 
at twelve hundred thousand dollars, and that, 
exclusively of the saving of fuel, the expense of 
manufacturing cut nails, is not one-third part of 
that of forging wrought nails. About two hun- 
dred and eighty tons are already annually export- 
ed, but the United States continue to import. an- 
nually, more than fifteen hundred tons of wrought 
nails and spikes. An increase of duty on these, 
and a drawback on the exportation of the cut 
nails, is generally asked for. 
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A considerable quantity of blistered, and some 
refined steel, are made in America; but the for- 
eign importations exceed 11,000 cwt. a year. 

Tbe manufactures of iron consist principally of 
agricultural implements, and of all the usual 
work performed by common blacksmiths. To 
these may be added anchors, shovels, and spades 
axes, scythes, and other edge tools, saws, bits, an 
stirrups, and a great variety of the coarser arti- 
cles of ironmongery ; but cutlery, and all ‘the 
finer species of hardware, and of steel work, are 
almost altogether imported from Great Britain. 
Balls, shells, and cannen, of small caliber, are 
cast in several places; and three foundries for 
casting solid, those of the largest caliber, together 
with the proper machinery for boring and finish- 
ing them, are established in Cecil county, Mary- 
land, near the City of Washington, and at Rich- 
mond, in Virginia; each of the two last may cast 
300 pieces of artillery a year, and a great number 
of iron and brass cannon are made at that near 
the seat of Government. Those of Philadelphia 
and near the Hudson river, are not now employed. 
It may here be added, that there are several iron 
foundries for casting every species of work want- 
ed for machinery, and that steam engines are 
made at that of Philadelphia. 

At the two public armories of Springfield and 
Harper’s Ferry, 19,000 muskets are annually 
made. About 20,000 more are made at several 
factories, of which the most perfect is said to be 
that near New Haven, and which, with the ex- 
ception of that erected at Richmond by the State 
of Virginia, are all private establishments. These 
may, if wanted, be immediately enlarged, and do 
not include a number of gunsmiths employed in 
making rifles, and several other species of arms. 
Swords and pistols are also manufactured in sev- 
eral places. 

Although it is not practicable to make a cor- 
rect statement of the value of all the iron and man- 
ufactures of iron, annually made in the United 
States, it is believed to be from twelve to fifteen 
millions of dollars. The annual importations 
from all foreign countries, including bar iron, and 
every description of manufactures of iron or steel, 
are estimated at nearly four millions of dollars. 

af ee Bras3.—Rich copper minesare found 
in New Jersey, in Virginia, and near Lake Supe- 
rior ; but they arenotnow wrought. The principal 
manufactures of that material, are those of stills 
and other vessels; but the copper in sheets and 
bolts is almost universally imported, the only 
manufacture for that object, which is at Boston, 
not receiving sufficient encouragement, although 
a capital of $25,000 has been invested ina rolling 
mili and other apparatus. The true reason is, 
that those articles are imported free of duty; and 
the owners seem to be principally employed in 
casting bells and other articles. 

Zinc has lately been discovered in Pennsylva- 
nia; and there are a few manufactures of metal 
buttons, and various brass wares. 

Manufactures of Lead.—Lead is found in Vir- 
ginia and some other places, but the richest mines 
of that metal are found in Upper Louisiana, and 
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also, it is said, in the adjacent country, on the 
east side of the Mississippi. They are not yet 
wrought to the extent of which they are suscept- 
ible, and, after supplying the Western country, 
do not furnish more than two hundred tons annu- 
ally to the Atlantic States. 

The annual importations from foreign coun- 
tries of red and white lead, amount to 1,150 tons. 

And those of lead itself, and of all other man- 
ufactures of lead, to 1,225 tons. 

The principal American manufactures are 
those of shot, and colors of lead. Of the first, 
there are two establishments on a large scale at 
Philadelphia, and another in Louisiana, which 
are more than sufficient to supply the whole de- 
mand, stated at six hundred tons a year. Five 
hundred and sixty tons of red and white lead, 
litharge, and some other preparations of that 
metal, are made in Philadelphia alone. A repeal 
of the duty of one cent per pound on lead, and 
an equalization of that on the manufactures of 
lead, by charging them all with the twocents per 
pound laid on white and red lead, is asked by the 
manufacturers. 

Various other paints and colors are also pre- 
pared in Philadelphia, and some other places. 

Tin, japanned, plated Wares.—The manufac- 
ture of tin ware is very extensive, and Connecti- 
cut supplies the greater part of the United States 
with that article ; but the sheets are always im- 
ported. The manufacture of plated ware, prin- 
cipally, for coach-makers and saddlers, employs at 
Philadelphia 73 workmen; and the amount an- 
nually made there, exceeds one hundred thousand 
dollars. There are other similar establishments 
at New York, Baltimore, Boston, and Charleston. 

Gunpowder.—Saltpetre is found in Virginia, 
Kentucky, and some other of the Western States 
and Territories; but it is principally imported 
from the East Indies. The manufacture of gun- 
powder is nearly, and may, at any moment, be 
made altogether adequate to the consumption ; 
the importation of foreign powder amounting 
only to 200,000 pounds, and the exportation of 
American powder to 100,000 pounds. The man- 
ufaeture of Brandywine, which employs a capital 
of $76,000 and thirty-six workmen, and is con- 
sidered as the most perfect, makes alone 226,000 
lbs. annually, and might make 600,000 lbs. if 
there wasa demand for it. Two others, near 
Baltimore, have a capital of $100,000, and make 
450,000 lbs. of a quality said lately to be equal to 
any imported. There are saveral. other powder 
mills in Pennsylvania and other places; but the 
total amount of gunpowder made in the United 
States, is not ascertained. 

Earthen and Glass Ware.—A sufficient quan- 
tity of the coarser species of pottery is made 
everywhere; and information has been received 
of four manufactures of a finer kind lately estab- 
lished. One at Philadelphia, with a capital of 
$11,000, manufactures a species similar to that 
made in Staffordshire, in England, and the others, 
in Chester county, in Pennsylvania, in New Jer- 
sey, and on the Ohio, make various kinds of 
Queensware. 


Information has been obtained of ten 
manufactures, which employ about one hun» 
and forty glass blowers, and makeannually tw »». 
ty-seven thousand boxes of window glass, eo). 
taining each, one hundred square feet of glass. 
That of Boston makes Crown glass equal to any 
imported: all the other make green or German 

lass, worth fifteen per cent. less; that of Pitts. 
aan uses coal, and all the others, wood for fue}, 

The annual importations of foreign window 
glass, amount to 27,000. boxes; the extension o/ 
the domestic manufacture, which supplies pre. 
cisely one-half of the consumption, being pre. 
vented by the want of workmen. 

Some of those manufactures, make also gree, 
bottles and other wares ; and two works, employ- 
ing together six glass blowers, have been lately 
erected at Pittsburg, and make decanters, tum. 
blers, and every other description of flint glass o/ 
a superior quality. 

Chemical Preparations.—Copperas is extract- 
ed, in large quantities, from pyrites in Vermont, 
New Jersey, and Tennessee. About 200,000 |bs, 
of oil of vitriol and other acids, are annually 
manufactured in a single establishment at Phila- 
delphia. Various other preparations and drugs, 
are also made there, and in some other places; 
and the annual amount exported, exceeds $30,000 
in value. 

Salt.—The salt springs of Onondaga and Cay- 
uga, in the State of New York, furnish about 
300,000 bushels a year; and the quantity may be 
increased in proportion to the demand. Those 
of the Western States and Territories, supply 
about an equal quantity; that known by the 
name of the Wabash Saline, which belongs to 
the United States, making now 130,000 bushels. 
Valuable discoveries have also lately been made 
on the banks of the Kenhawa. But the annual 
importation of foreign salt amounts to more than 
three millions of bushels, and cannot be super- 
seded by American salt, unless it be made along 
the seacoast. The works in the State of Massa- 
chusetts are declining, and cannot proceed, un- 
less the duty on foreign salt should again be laid. 
It is necessary to shelter the works from the heavy 
summer rains by light roofs moving on rollers. 
This considerably increases the expense ; and it 
appears that the erection of ten thousand super- 
ficial square feet, costs one thousand dollars, and 
that they produce only two hundred bushels a 
year. A more favorable result is anticipated on 
the coast of North Carolina, on account of the 
difference in the climate; and works covering 
275,000 square feet have been lately erected 
there. 

Miscellaneous.—Respecting the other manufac- 
tures enumerated in the other part of this report, 
no important or correct information has been re- 
ceived; except as relates to the two following: 

Straw bonnets and hats are made with great 
success; and a small district in Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts, annually exports to other parts of 
the Union, to the amount of $250,000. See com- 
munication N, 

Several attempts have been made to print cal- 
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ygsj butit does not seem that the manufacturers 
a , without additional duties, stand the compe- 
jon of similar foreign articles. The difficulties 
under which they labor are stated in the petition 
of the calico printers of Philadelphia to Congress. 
A considerable capital has been vested in an es- 
tablishment near Baltimore, which can print 
12,000 yards a week, and might be considerably 
extended, if the profits and the demand afforded 
sufficient encouragement. 

From this imperfect sketch of American man- 
ufactures, it may, with certainty, be inferred, that 
their annual. product exceeds one hundred and 
twenty millions of dollars. And it is not im- 
probable that the raw materials used, and the pro- 
yisions and other articles consumed, by the man- 
ufacturers, create a home market for agricultural 
products not very inferior to that which arises 
from foreign demand. A result more favorable 
than might have been expected from a view of 
the natural causes which impede the introduction, 
and retard the progress of manufactures in the 
United States. 

The most prominent of those causes are the 
abuodance of land compared with the population, 
the high price of labor, and the want of a sufli- 
cient capital. The superior attractions of agri- 
cultural pursuits, the great extension of American 
commerce during the late European wars, and 
the continuance of habits after the causes which 
produced them have ceased to exist, may also be 
enumerated. . Several of those obstacles have, 
however, been removed or lessened. The cheap- 
ness of provisions had always, to a certain ex- 
tent, counterbalanced the high price of manual 
labor ; and this is now, in many important branch- 
es, nearly superseded by the introduction of ma- 
chinery ; a great American capital has been ac- 
quired during the last twenty years; and the 
injurious violations of the neutral commerce of 
the United States, by forcing industry and capi- 
tal into other channels, have broken inveterate 
habits, and given a general impulse, to which 
must be ascribed the great increase of manufac- 
tures during the two last years. 

The revenue of the United States, being prin- 
cipally derived from duties on the importation of 
foreign merchandise, these have also operated as 
a pene in favor of American manufactures, 
while, on the other hand, the continuance of 
peace, and the frugality of Government, have 
rendered unnecessary any oppressive taxes, tend- 
ing materially to enhance the price of labor, or 
impeding any species of industry. 

_ No cause, indeed, has, perhaps, more promoted, 
in every respect, the general prosperity of the 
United States, than the absence of those systems 
of internal restrictions and monopoly which con- 
tinue to disfigure the state of society in other 
countries. No law exists here, direetly or indi- 
rectly, confining man to a particular occupation 
or place, or excluding any citizen from any 
branch, he may, at any time, think proper to pur- 
sue. Industry is, in every respect, perfectly free 
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opened to all, without requiring any previous 
regular apprenticeship, admission, or license. 
Hence the progress of America has not been con- 
fined to the improvement of her agriculture,and 
to the rapid formation of new settlements and 
States in the wilderness; but her citizens have 
extended their commerce through every part of 
the globe, and carry on with complete success, 
even those branches for which a monopoly had 
heretofore been considered essentially necessary. 

The same principle has also accelerated the 
introduction and progress of manufactures, and 
must ultimately give in that branch, as in all 
others, a decided superiority to the citizens of the 
United States over the inhabitants of countries 
oppressed by taxes, restrictions, and monopolies. 
It is believed that, even at this time, the only 
powerful obstacle against which American man- 
ufactures have to struggle, arises from the vastly 
superior capital of the first manufacturing nation 
of Europe, which enables her merchants to give 
very long credits, to sell on small profits, and to 
make occasional sacrifices. 

The information which has been obtained is 
not sufficient to submit, in conformity with the 
resolution of the House, the plan best calculated 
to protect and promote American manufactures. 
The most obvious means are bounties, inereased 
duties on importation, and loans by Government. 

Occasional premiums might be beneficial ; but 
a general system of bounties is more applicable 
to articles exported than to those manufactured 
for home consumption. 

The present system of duties may, in some re- 
spects, be equalized and improved, so as to pro- 
tect some species of manufactures without affect- 
ing the revenue. But prohibitory duties are liable 
to the treble objection of destroying competition, 
of taxing the consumer, and of diverting capital 
and industry into channels generally less profit- 
able to the nation than those which would have 
naturally been pursued by individual interest left 
to itself. A moderate increase will be less dan- 
gerous, and, if adopted, should be continued 
during a certain period; for the repeal of a duty 
once laid, materially injures those who have reli- 
ed on its permanency, as has been exemplified in 
the salt manufacture. 

Since, however, the comparative want of cap- 
ital, is the principal obstacle to the introduction 
and advancement of manufactures in America, it 
seems that the most efficient, and most obvious 
remedy would consist in supplying that capital. 
For, although the extension of banks may give 
some assistance in that respect, their operation is 
limited to a few places, nor does it comport with 
the nature of those institutions to lend for periods 
as long as are requisite for the establishment of 
manufactures. The United States might create 
a circulating stock, bearing a low rate of interest, 
and lend it at par to manufacturers, on principles 
somewhat similar to that formerly adopted by 
the States of New York and Pennsylvania in 
their loan offices. It is believed that a plan might 


and unfettered ; every species of trade, commerce, | be devised by which five miliions a year, but not 


art, profession, and manufacture, being equally | exceeding, in the whole, twenty millions, might 
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be thus lent, without any material risk of ulti- 
mate loss, and without taxing or injuring any 
other part of the community. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Treasury Department, April 17, 1810. 


A.—Extract of a letter from Wm. Edwards, of North- 
ampton, to the Postmaster at that place, dated No- 
vember 29, 1809, 


Having been regularly bred to the business of 
tanning, and this having been my sole occupation 
for twenty-five years, I have been led to reflect, 
with much regret, upon the general inferiority of 
American leather, compared with most Euro- 
pean, and particularly English manufactured. A 
want of capital has been the great cause of the 
depressed state of this manufacture. The hide, 


in its natural state, is a mass of fibres; the inter-| Pp 


stistices between the fibres is filled with a fleshy 
substance; to expel these without injuring the 
fibres, and then to fill the vacuum completely and 
entirely with what the chemists call tanniu, con- 
tained in bark, is the whole art of tanning. To 
do this effectually, years of time is necessary, and 
repeated applications of fresh bark to the hide at 
proper periods. The establishment which I have 
made in this county will receive sixteen thousand 
full grown hides, and require a capital of one 
hundred thousand dollars. We have three tan- 
neries, for the conveniency of collecting bark, 
rather than do all our business at one place, which 
would necessarily soon produce a scarcity of 
bark, we use such a quantity—say one cord to 
six hides; we have six hundred and. seventy-two 
vats, three bark mills, which grind our bark b 
water, between ‘two stones, as corn is ground. 
We have the same number of hide mills, which 
go by water, for softening foreign hides, taking 
off the hair, and working the hides. Also, three 
rolling machines, which also go by water. These 
produce a very advantageous effect, in perfectly 
extending and consolidating the sole leather after 
it is tanned, and supersedes the necessity of the 
shoemaker’s hammering the leather; saves en- 
tirely the labor and waste attending that part of 
the shoemaker’s business, and gives the leather a 
closeness of texture by far beyond hammering or 
any other plan now practised. Also, I have 
found much advantage by applying heat, by 
means of a copper cylinder, adapted to the pur- 
pose, passing through vats, we call leeches, in 
which we make the last effort to extract the tan- 
nin from the bark, after the bark, with a decoc- 
tion, has been for from thirty to ninety days ap- 

lied to the hide. Most of the above methods | 

ave originated, and from long experience find 
the success attending them has abundantly equal- 
led my expectations. 

Much saving of labor and bark is gained by 
these improvements, as must be obvious to any 
person who has a slight knowledge, either prac- 
tical or theoretical of the business. Our forests 
abound with bark; our beeves afford many hides, 
and large quantities are imported from the Span- 


American Manufactures. 


ey 


ish dominions; part of which are manufactured 
and part are re-exported. Slaughter hides ay, 
sometimes exported, which ought to be prohip. 
ited, if practicable. I have known, and I beliey, 
it not uncommon, that quantities of hides ap; 
bark have been exported to England, and 1), 
leather made from these hides imported and use; 
in this country. The manufacture of leather j, 
the Middle States is far in advance beyond eithe, 
the Northern or Southern States. A heavy duiy 
on green or slaughter hides, if constitutional, agj 
a stnall duty, say one cent. per lb. on the exporia. 
tion of foreign hides—a heavy impost duty oy 
leather of every kind and in every shape, with ay 
aid of capital, and perhaps a bounty on improve. 

ments, made public, would have a tendency 
encourage the manufacture of leather. Also q 
law appointing inspectors of slaughter hides, jo 
guard against the great injury they now in many 
laces sustain by the carelessness or wantonness 
of the butchers in hacking and cutting them. [n 
the city of New York, there is a loss from this 
source of twenty per cent. at least, without a par- 
ticle of gain. Also a law appointing inspectors 
of leather, to prevent tanners from using an in- 
proper quantity of lime in the process, and offer- 
ing their leather in market when only partially 
tanned, would be very useful. The tanners in 
Boston and its neighborhood practise this method, 
much to the injury of the article, and in tha 
way to the public. The same hide, well mauu- 
factured, will assuredly be worth double to the 
consumer, than if poorly manufactured. Yet 
mankind are so much the creatures of habit, and 
such the nature of the business, the difference 
will not be readily discovered by a superficial 
observer. One-third of the hides tanyed in the 
United States are imported hides. These come 
from the Spanish colonies almost wholly. Hides 
in England are uniformly higher than in this 
country; 4s. 6d. per stone is the least price | 
have seen stated; that is something more than 
seven cents per pound. Their bark in England 
costs more than their hides; that is, bark suffi- 
cient to tan a hide costs more than the hide. My 
slaughter hides cost me five and a halt cents per 
pound, and my bark costs me one-thirteenth so 
much as the hide. Leather would be an in- 

ortant article of exportation, even to England, if 
it could be admitted there by paying no more 
duty than their manufactured articles pay in this 
country. ‘The manufacture of leather 1s by no 
means completed when it goes from the hands o/ 
the tanner. The currier, the shoemaker, saddler, 
harnessmaker, and several other tradesmen fit it 
for various uses after the tanner has performed 
his operations. 


[B is a statement of mills for spinning cotton, 
of which an account has been received. | 

[C isa list of the cotton mills within thirty 
miles of the town of Providence, November 14, 
1809. } 

[D is a statement of a cotton manufactory, 
owned by , hear Providence. ] 
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E isa statement of manufactures of woollen | 


cloth, of which an account has been received.] 





F.—Amongst numerous other facts, the follow- | 
ing are particularly stated : 
In New Hampshire—carding machines, one for | 


every 250 families; fulling mills, 140; cloth and | 
flannel woven annually, 800,000 yards; cotton and | 
flax, considerable. 

In Vermont—earding machines, 135 ; fulling 
mills, 163; cloth and flannel woven annually, | 
1,040,000 yards; cotton and flax, 1,315,000 yards. | 

In Berkshire, Massachusetts—cloth and flannel | 
woven annually, 100,000 yards; cotton and flax, | 
considerable. 

In Ontario county, New York—carding ma- | 
chines, 18 ; fulling mills, 18; cloth and flannel | 
woven annually, 140,000 yards; cotton and flax, | 
considerable. 

In York county Maine—carding machines, 8; | 
fulling mills, 8; cloth and flannel woven annu- | 
ally, 70,000 yards; cotton and flax spun and wo- | 
ven, 120,000 pounds. 

Of the cloth and flannel thus wove, about two- 
thirds are cloth, generally worth more than one | 
dollar a yard, and the remainder flannel. 

In Delaware, 150,000 Ibs. wool annually spun 
and woven in private families. Large exporta- 
tions of linen from the western counties of Penn- | 
sylvania, and some from Kentucky, and several | 
places in the Kastern and Middle States. Eighty 
thousand yards brought for sale, in 1809, to Pitts- | 
burg alone; and the number of looms in that | 
town has increased, since the year 1807, from 17 
to 44. In the lower counties of Virginia, North 
Carolinia, generally, and the upper counties of 
South Carolina and Georgia, almost the whole | 
of the Summer clothing, for every description of | 
persons, is of household manufacture ; and almost 
all the slaves are entirely clothed in the same 
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Every second house, at least, has a loom for 


| Weaving linen, cotton, and coarse woollen cloths 


which is almost wholly done by women. 
Manufactures of these kinds amount, probably, 
on an average, per family, to from 100 to 600 
yards in a year, without an hour’s loss of labor 
to the field. 
Considerable quantities of coarse flaxen cloth, 
worth from 15 to 20 cents per yard, thus manu- 


| factured in families, are sold to traders in country 


villages or in towns, and sent for a market to the 
Southern States, on which a profit is made by 
the trader. 


A speeimen of the cost and profit on the employ of a 
Fulling Mill, in the county of Cheshire, in dressing 
cloths for household manufactures. 

Yearly supply of cloths, for dressing and dying: 
Offustian or cotton - - = 1,000 yards. 
Woollen, merely to be pressed - 1,700 “ 
Woollen to be dyed, fulled, &e. - 1400 “ 


6,700 “ 


The charge and sum received for dressing the 
above $1,225. 
The expense of labor, &c., as follows: 








The proprietor states his services at - $110 
Two men employed four months at $20 160 
Two apprentices the same time - - 80 
Cost of dye stuff, &c. - oe ee 
Otherexpenses - -— - ee 75 
600 

Leaving a balance to the mill of - 625 
$1,225 


The cost of the mill and machiaery is stated to 
be $1,500. 

The foregoing may be considered as a sample 
of the clothiers’ mills in New Hampshire, of 


manner. The scarcity of wool alone prevents | which there are about one hundred and forty in 
an adequate supply from the same source for|the State; some, probably, may do less, and 
winter clothing. The number of stores for the | others much more than the above. 

sale of foreign goods, has, in Matthews county,| The cost of manufacturing eighteen pounds of 
Virginia, from the year 1802, decreased from fif- | wool into twenty yards of cloth, as follows: 








G.—Household Manufactures in New Hampshire. 


teen to one. Ata general review of militia, last 18 lbs. of wool (best common) at 50cts. $9 00 
Summer, in North Carolinia, where more than | Carding, oiling, &c.,at Scents - - 144 
fifteen hundred persons were on the ground,| Spinningat 14 cents - - - - 280 
there were not forty who were not entirely | Weaving atScents - - - ss se 
clothed with homespun. | Dressing colored black at 32cents - 6 00 

| $21 24 


This cloth, three-quarter yards wide, (cost per 
In almost every town, (of six miles square, or | yard 106 cents,) is thick and firm, is finer than 
a district containing one or more towns,) having | English cloths of six-quarter yards wide, sold, at 
a population of 200 or 300 families, there is a | retail stores, at $3 50 per yard, and is twice as 
carding machine and fulling mill. The cost of | durable. 
a carding machine is about $500. One described 
to f 
eal a ie neiekt eucehed iraie wana. | H.—Extract of a letter from William Whittemore, 
This mode of saiding relieves the house-spinner! % oa ena _ ee wamector of, Becton, 
of one-half the labor of a day, for the sum of | dated Sth Noyember, 1908. 
three and a half cents. | The machinery with which we now manufac- 
Every farmer’s house is provided with one or | ture all kinds of wool and cotton cards that have 
more wheels, according to the number of females. | been called for, were invented by Amos Whitte- 
11lth Con. 2d Srss.—71 
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more, in the year 1797; he then obtained the ex- 
clusive privilege of using said machines, by let- 
ters patent, for fourteen years. Amos Whitte. 
more and myself were jointly concerned in the 
first machines that were built, and are still the 
sole proprietors of the patent. Congress, at their 
last Winter session, extended the patent fourteen 
years, by a special act. We have fifty-five of 
those patent machines, thirty-seven of which are 
now in use; these machines, with the other ap- 
paratus necessary to carry on the business to its 
present extent, have cost us about forty thousand 
dollars. We have now employed, in the factory, 
upwards of forty hands; we manufacture, weekly, 
one hundred and eighty dozen pair of hand cards, 
and two hundred square feet of cards for the 
woollen and cotton factories, which, together, 
amount to about two thousand dollars. Had it 
been in our power, the past year, to have sup- 
plied ourselves with card wire, the amount of the 
cards manufactured in our factory would have 
exceeded three thousand dollars per week ; for 
we should have had all our machines in use. 
The building, in which we now carry on the 
business, has cost us ten thousand dollars; fifty 
thousand dollars, at least, is necessary for a capi- 
tal to carry on the business to the extent, soak - 
sive of buildings and machinery. We have been 
obliged to make great sacrifices to obtain money 
to enable us to carry on the business, so as to be 
able to answer the demand for cards; our moneyed | 
institutions have afforded but little support to do- 
mestic manufactures. The wire is the only art- 
icle necessary to the manufacture of cards, but | 
what our own country produces, and that might | 
be manufactured here as good, and nearly as 
cheap, as in England. We have so far satisfied 
ourselves (by experiment) that nothing, but want 
of capital, has prevented us from setting up that 
business. The iron made on Lake Champlain 
is found to be as good for wire, if not superior, to 
any ever imported. The wire, to supply our 
factory one year, will, in England, cost about fif- 
teen thousand dollars, and the expenses of im- | 
porting about ten per cent., (it being free of 
duty ;) perhaps about the same quantity is used, | 
annually, in the other card manufactories in the | 
United States. There is no doubt in my mind, 
from the observations made since I have been in | 
the manufacturing business, that, had the same | 
support been afforded manufacturers, generally, 
that has been to trade and commerce, our man- | 
ufactories, at this time, would have been carried | 
on much more extensively, and would have gen- 
erally afforded a profit tothose concerned. Since 
the obstructions to our foreign trade, the manu- 
factories of our country have increased astonish- 
ingly ; the demand for wool and cotton cards, the 

resent season, has been twice as great as it has 

en any year preceding. Since the receipt of 
your letter, my time has been so constantly occu- 
io with the concerns of the manufactory, that 

have not been able to make out any statement 
of it before. I have endeavored to give a general 
description of our manufactory ; time would not 
permit me to be more particular. 


eet lp 
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I. 


Worcester, November 29, 1809, 

Str: Having invented a cheap and simple 
method of manufacturing wood screws from iro 
wire, I obtained a patent for the same from the 
United States, in July last, and finding it ey. 
tremely difficult, by any means within my power; 
to obtain wire of suitable sizes, | was induced to 
attempt the manufacturing of it; and,as a neces. 
sary appendage, to connect this business wit) 
that of screw making, the process being so easy 
and simple that two men of common capacity 
can manufacture from rods, about the size of 
common nail rods, three hundred weight of as. 
sorted screw wire per day; in the same time a 
man, with two boys, can make from the wire 
twenty gross of screws of a quality very much 
superior to those usually imported. The ex. 
pense of constructing screw machines upon the 
principles of my patent is small, and the capital 
now employed, (the business being yet in its in- 
fancy,) but in one year, with the capital [ cay 
command, it would be in my power to erect as 
many machines as would enable me to supply 
the United States with that article, and of 
quality much superior to any ever imported, and 
at as low a rate as are now paid for those im- 
ported of an inferior quality. 

The manufacture of iron and brass wire has 
been often attempted within the United States 
with suecess, and can be carried on to a very 





| great extent; but all the undertakers, in conse- 


quence of foreign wire being imported free of 
duty, have, without exception, abandoned the 
business; if I depended on foreign wire for the 
manufacturing of screws I should not be an ad- 
vocate for a duty on it; but, as I make my own 
wire, its free importation does not affect me, as 
relates to the quantity appropriated to that par- 
ticular use; but it very seriously affects me ina 
much more enlarged and extensive point of view; 
but if a duty of 15 or 20 per cent., ad valorem, was 
laid on the importation of foreign wire, the capi- 
tal within the control of the company, now inte- 
rested with me in this business, would enable me 
immediately to extend my machinery to a mag- 
nitude sufficiently extensive to meet the con- 
sumption of coarse wire within this, State. The 
manufacture of card wire also, of which there is 
a great consumption within the United States, 
could be made to equal advantage, and would 
follow in course on account of the demand for it 
provided manufacturers were aided by the above- 
mentioned duty on foreign wire; but if they 
should extend their works, anticipating that eo- 
couragement from Government, and it should 
not be given, they would suffer great loss and 
disappointment. 

The malleability of the American iron renders 
the United States perfectly independent of all 
other countries for that first of all raw materials, 
and it is only by the patronage of Congress that 
industry and the arts can be so extensively cul- 
tivated as to take the greatest advantage, not onl) 
of this article, but of other raw materials which 
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the great resources of our country furnish. Th 


prevailing spirit of enterprise at the present time, 
in the exertion and extension of manufacturing | 
establishments, is much owing to the measures 
heretofore adopted by Government; and I feel 
confident that few articles can be made in this 
country to so wee an advantage as iron wise, 
and that no sufficient reason can be adduced why 
this article should be exempt from duty more 
than many Others, to the particular and very | 
great injury of our own citizens. Iam, however, 
much encouraged to hope that the measures Gov- 
ernment now appear to be taking, will be efficient 
in patronising the very laudable exertions of its 
citizens in the production of articles indispens- 
able to our necessities, and especially those that | 
are produced from the raw materials of our own | 
country. | 

And the only patronage required in this busi- | 
ness is, that the article of iron wire should be | 
subjected to the same duty that other articles of | 
iron manufacturers are subjected to when im- | 
ported from Great Britain. 

| am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient 


- and very humble servant, 


ABEL STOWELL. 
Hon. Henry Dearsorn, Esq. | 


I am satisfied that wire of all kinds can, and | 
would very soon be manufactured in this neigh- | 
borhood, sufficient for the consumption of the 

United States, if a daty should be laid on im- 

ported wire equal to what is paid on foreign art- | 
icles generally. If Congress should deem it ex- | 
pedient to lay aduty on wire, I have good reason | 
for believing that a considerable capital would | 
be immediately vested in the manufactory of that 


article. 
H. DEARBORN. 


P, S.—The wood screws manufactured by 
Stowell, and those concerned with him, are su- 
perior in quality to imported ones; and I pre- 
sume that there is no doubt, in the minds of those 
who have become acquainted with the facility 
with which they are now made, but that a sufhi- 
cieat. quantity will be made for the use of the 
United States, if suitable encouragement is af- 


forded by the Government for the manufacturing 
of wire. 
H. D. 


K.— Statement of a manufacture at Albany. 

Capital, $8,000; workmen, 20. 

Number of hats annually made, at $7, 1,600; | 
at $3, 1,300; at $1, 3,000. “Total, 6,400. | 

Value of hats annually made, $19,600; value of | 
foreign goods and materials annually used, $900. 
Profit 15 to 20 per cent. 


Memorandum by a country Hatter, in the State 
of New York. 
FINE HATS. | 
Racoon, 8 ounces - - - $2 50 
Beaver, 1 ounce . - 100 
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Dye-stuff and trimmings - 
Making and finishing - 
Sundries 4st 


Net profit - 
Sell for 


NAPPED HATS, FIRST QUALITY. 


Wool, 5 ounces BOG 
Racoon, l ounce - - 
Muskrat, l ounce - - 
Dye-stuff and trimmings - 
Making and finishing - 
Sundries - - - 


Net profit’ - 
Sell for - - - - 


NAPPED HATS, SECOND QUALITY. 


Wool, 7 ounces pea rk: 
Muskrat, l ounce - - - 
Dye-stuff and trimmings- = - 
Making and finishing - - 
Sundries - - - - - 


Net profit - 
Sell for - - 


NET PROFIT. 


On fine hats - - - - 

On napped hats, first quality - - 193 
On napped hats, second quality - 116 
Ono felthats - ~- - . - 60 


L. 
Boston, September 25, 1809. 


With two brothers, I am interested in the man- 
ufacture of cut nails. We have an establishment 
at Malden. five miles from Boston, where we 
have in operation twenty-two patent machines 
upon J. Reed’s plan of cutting and heading with 
the same operation. We are also interested in 
two establishments upon the same plan in the 
vicinity of Philadelphia. One situated on Chester 
creek, where we have ten machines, the other sit- 
uated on French creek, where we are preparing 
to erect twenty machines. The three manufac- 
tories, with the mill streams, buildings and ma- 
chinery, necessary for that purpose, when the 
French creek establishment is completed, with 
two rolling and slitting mills already built, will 
cost ninety thousand dollars. The active capital 
employed, seventy-five thousand dollars. With 
the fifty-two machines, sixty men and boys are 
rendered capable of manufacturing, from the 
nail plates, fifteen hundred tons of nails per 
year, and by multiplying the number of ma- 
chines, a quantity could be manufactured, more 
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wood, without bending or breakiog; i bee on 
splitting the wood, by which the labor of _ - 


than adequate to the consumption of the United 
States, more especially if Congress, duly esti- 
mating the benefits to be derived from this im- 
portant branch of industry, should see fit to grant 
a drawback on exportation somewhat proportion- 
ate to the duty paid cn foreign iron. It would 
be very desirabie, and encouraging to manu- 
facturers, if permanent regulations could be con- 
sistently adopted, that would tend to render cheap 
and plenty the raw material, and that would dis- 
courage Kicign importation, Such a measure 
would greatly facilitate domestic manufactures ; 
it would divert the energy and enterprise of 
wealthy men, from ordinary pursuits; be pro- 
ductive of the welfare and interest of our country ; 
whereas only temporary regulations tend to in- 
timidate. The encouragements offered by Gov- 
ernment, whether prohibitory or remunerative, 
should at least be co-extensive with the time 
necessarily required for the erection of extensive 
works, for laborers to be instructed, and for the 
manufactured article to find a market, that the 
manufacturer may, without distress, be enabled 
to meet his current expenses, and to replenish his 
stock from the return of sales; otherwise the 
wealth and influence of foreign competition, 
would, by long credits, and by purposely fur- 
nishing a surplus of cheap inferior articles at 
a low price, not only retard, but impoverish, 
the very existence of any infant manufactory 
in our country. If the foreign manufacturer 


: ‘ r ng 
is saved, the nail, one way, being of the same 


breadth or thickness from head to point. A mo- 
ment’s recurrence to the origin of this art, and i, 
its rapid progress within a few years in this Stare 
may not be amiss at this time. By the effect of 
necessity, in the time of the Revolution, cut pail; 
were first made of the rusty hoops of old casks 
and were as worthless as the materials of which 
they were made; but, after the introduction of 
rolling and slitting mills into the State, pai) 
plates of new iron were substituted instead of 
rusty hoops, yet nails were for some time many. 
factured in a very imperfect manner ; at present 
it is otherwise. There are now in this Vicinity 
extensive nail manufactories, with useful ma. 
chinery for the saving of labor, and the business 
is better understood and conducted, and the qual- 
ity of cut nails is so much improved, that little 
seems to be wanted in order to success, but the 
protection and patronage of Government. By the 
best information I can obtain, I find that, on ap 
average of the last three years, the quantity of 
nails and brads manufactured within the Siate. 
may be computed at no less than two thousand 
tons per year, of which about seventeen hundred 
and fifty tons have been cut, the residue ham- 
mered. 

The foreign relations of our country, for some 
years past, have been so contingent, that the price 


and one hundred and forty dollars per ton, while 
the consumption of nails has been diminishing 
and of course the demand for them ; and notwith- 
standing foreign nails have been prohibited, yet 
the quantity on hand when the prohibition com- 
menced, added to the quantity since manufac- 
tured in the United States, with a great diminu- 
tion of exports, has left no chance for them to rise 
in proportion to the rise of the raw material. The 
manufacturer’s profit is, therefore, less. than it 
was prior to the rise on iron. During the pres- 
ent contest with Great Britain, both the French 
and Spanish colonies in America and the West 
Indies have received considerable supplies of nails 
from the United States, and particularly cut nails, 
which they preferred for many purposes. Ref- 
erence to the custom-house books will probably 
show the difference between the imports and ex- 
ports, and the result, the expediency or inexpedi- 
ency of encouraging, by drawback, the exportation 
of them. 

In the event of a peace in Europe, and a free 
trade between Great Britain and the Spanish 
colonies, the former, perhaps, could supplant the 
American supply of this article in the markets o/ 
the latter, were not Congress to grant some et- 
couragement, either by drawback or bounty, to 
the exporter. 

The fact is, that American iron, although the 
ore is excellent, is brought to market and sold in 
an unfinished state. It is not sufficiently ham- 
mered to be sound; and it is hammered in a stale 
so cold, that the seams and cracks (of which there 
are many) do not close and weld. The iroa 


ted States, at cost and charges, his object is 
gained, the manufacturing profit is secured, and 
not unfrequently, both to the injury of the con- 
sumer, and of the American manufacturer; to 
the consumer, because the cheapest goods are 
commonly the most deceptive, and to the Amer- 
ican manufacturer, by an unexpected influx of 
foreign goods in his line, he may be defeated in 
his calculations, be supplanted in his sales, and 
compelled to warehouse a heavy stock of finished 
goods until the season is past for procuring, to ad- 
vantage, the raw thhaterist tndispesicably necessary 
tohis business. Being thus situated, he must either 
abandon his employment, or resort to the pain- 
ful alternative of sacrificing his finished goods 
for less than their cost, or borrowing money upon 
usury, to replenish his stock at an advanced price, 
either of which, to a moderate capitalist, if per- 
sisted in, is inevitable ruin. English nails, the 
fine drawn excepted, are usually made of inferior 
iron, and are sometimes transported to this coun- 
try in lieu of ballast, almost freight free, and sold 
for cost and charges; and their hoops, rods, and 
nail plates, are made from a kind of unwrought 
iron, by a process recently invented; and when 
the latter are cut into nails they are tender and 
brittle, hence arises a prejudice against all cut 
nails, the consumer being ignorant of the cause; 
but cut nails, made of Russia, Swedish, or Amer- 
can iron, are a good substitute for hammered 
nails, and, in fact, have the preference with most 
people, for the following reasons, viz: on account 
of the sharp corners and true taper with which 
cut nails are formed, it may be driven into harder 


can find a ready sale for his goods in the U of iron has been fluctuating between ninety-five 
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therefore, to the worker or consumer, is worth | which are superior to them for at least three- 
Jess by ten dollars per ton, than iron finished in | fourths of the purposes to which nails are applied, 
the style of Russia or Sweden. And this is not | and which, for seven-eighths of those urposes, 
all; for the ends of the bars of American iron are | are as good. The machine made use of by Odi- 
so unsound that they are only fit for snap iron, | orne, that lately invented by Jonathan Ellis, and 
and in fact are cut off and sold as such by the |a few others, present very fine specimens of 
manufacturer, who pays full price for them—los- | American genius. 

ing thereby five dollars and twenty-five cents,| To northern carpenters it is well known that, 
pesides loss sustained by transportation and fre-| in almost all instances, it is not necessary to 
quent handling. ‘This being the case, and the | bore the wood before driving a cut nail; all 
manofacturer not being disposed to a reform,I/ that is required is to place the cutting edge 
should be sorry to be left in their hands, or be sub- | of the nail across the grain of the wood. It is 
‘ect to their pleasure, so much as [ would be, if | also true, that cut nails will hold better in the 
our Government would adopt any effectual meas- | wood. These qualities are, in some instances, 
ures to prevent the importation of iron, under the | worth twenty per cent. of the value of the article, 
mistaken impression that our country is at pres- | which is equal to the whole expense of manufac- 
ent capable of producing a sufficient quantity for | turing it. For sheathing and drawing, cut nails 
jtsown consumption. Anything that would tend | are full as good as wrought nails; only in one 
permanently to advance the price of iron, by | respect are the best wrought nails a little supe- 


increasing the demand, would tend to increase its | 
joferiority in point of intrinsic value; for, when | 
any article in our markets, of home manufacture, | 
produces the highest price, and is in demand, it | 
js frequently hurried off hand in a very unfinished 
and slovenly manner—even in such an imperfect | 
stateas would not in common times sell at any 
price. It is therefore necessary that our country 
should be protected from impositions of this kind, 
and that, instead of prohibiting the importation | 
of iron, (as some would have it,) it should con- 
tinue to be encouraged, until we can be supplied 
at home, with less hazard. These occasional 
remarks you can think of, and, if proper, use them | 


to advantage. | 


M. 
Boston, August 13, 1809. 

The importance, in Massachusetts, of nail ma- 
chinery, and all that relates to rolling and slit- 
ting mills, with which nail machinery is imme- 
diately connected, requires that a particular ac- 
count should be given of them. 

In old countries, nails are forged; here, they 
are cut, and it is curious to trace the progress of 
American genius through the various steps of | 
this invention. Twenty years ago some men, | 
now unknown, and then obscure, began by cut- | 
ting slices out of old hoops, and by a common 
vice griping those pieces, headed them with 
several strokes of the hammer. Gradually, slit- 
tiog mills were built, and the shears and the 
heading tools were perfected; yet much mom 
and expense were requisite to make nails. Ina 
little while, Jacob Perkins, Jonathan Ellis, anda 
few others, put into execution the thought of 
cutting and of heading nails by water; but, more | 


rior to cut nails, and that is where it is necessary 
they should be clinched. The manufacture of 
cut nails was born in our own country, and has 
within its bosom advanced through all the vari- 
ous stages of infancy to manhood, and, no doubt, 
we shall be soon able, by receiving proper en- 
couragement, to render them superior to wrought 
nails in every particular. 

The principal business of rolling and slitting 
mills is rolling nail plates. They also serve to 
make nail rods, hoops, tires, sheet iron, and sheet 
copper. In this State we have not less than 
twelve, viz: 

At Dover, one owned by the Boston iron and 
nail factory, which is composed of John and 
Samuel Welles, and R. Whiting. 

At Plymouth, one owned by Samuel Spear, W. 
Davis, and Nathaniel Russell. 

At Dover, Beverly, Amesbury, one each, all 
incorporated companies, owned, in part, I pre- 
sume, by William Gray, Samuel Gray, and Os- 

ood. 
: At Newton, one owned by Rufus Ellis, Gene- 
ral Elliot and others. 

At Norton, one. 

At Taunton three, owned by Leonard and 
Crocker and others. 

At Bridgewater, two. 

These mills could roll and slit 7,000 tons of 
iron a year. They now, it is presumed, roll and 
slit, each year, about 3,500 tons, 2,400 tons of 
which probably are cut up into nails and brads. 

These 3,500 tons sell for as much as $700,000, 
and we may call American labor and profit three- 
fifths of it, when foreign iron is employed, and 
the whole of it, when our iron is made use of. 

It is useless to observe that the consumption 
of cut nails has increased in proportion as their 


intent upon their machinery than upon their pe- | manufacture has been brought to perfection, As 


cuniary affairs, they were unable to prosecute the 
business. At different times, different men have 
speat fortunes in improvements, and, it may be 
said with truth, more than a million of dollars; 
but at last these joint efforts are crowned with 
complete success, and we are now able to manu- 
facture, at about one-third of the expenses, that 
Wrought nails can be manufactured for, nails 


late as ten years ago it was very small, and the 
increase has been much less rapid than it would 
have been had the rivalship of foreign nails not 
stood in the way. 

The English iron imported into this country, 
either in bars or in nail plates, or in nail rods, 
or in hoops, is not good for anything, nor are 


5) 
tires manufactured with it of any use. Out of 
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the.ore they roll the iron into bars, without ham- 
mering it, which sayes them much expense; but 
the consequence is, that although the ore be good, 
and although the iron looks well, yet it is not 
compact at all; has no strength, and good, as the 
razors of Peter Pindar, “to sell but not to use.” 
The fact is, the British never employ it in their 
Own country, nor can a man, while he is buying 
a hoop, or a tire, or a cut nail, distinguish whe- 
ther it was made out of English iron. To pre- 
vent this species of fraud it is necessary that 
Government should prohibit, entirely, the im- 
portation of English bar iron, nail plates, nail 
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| manufacture three thousand five hundred tons 
This arises mostly from the rivalship with im. 
ported articles of the same kind—a rivalshj 
which the Legislature may do away at once, 

It need not be mentioned that the iron many. 
facturers have, On exportation, an equitable righ; 
to a drawback of the duty on imported iron, ~ 

In Massachusetts originated the project to map. 
ufacture cut nails, and there it has first heey 
brought to its present state of perfection. Lately 
manufactories have been erecied to a considerable 
extent in New York, Pennsylvania, and Mary. 
land, and unquestionably they will rapidly mul. 


rods, &c. This will also encourage the manu- | tiply there, and soon be spread all over the coup. 
facture of our own iron. At particular times | try, if the encouragemenis are given by the 
America has been filled with the refuse of Eng- | Legislature which are suggested in this sketch, 
lish nails and brads, and then the American | If the Legislature should determine to allow a 
manufacturer has been obliged to stop his works | drawback of the ay on iron when manufac. 
and subject to losses, and the consumer, de- | tured, it might be well, to render the thing more 
ceived by the name of English nails, has bought | simple, to change that duty, which is now ad 
this refuse greatly to his injury. It is, therefore, | valorem, into a specific duty by the pound. Say, 
highly important to prohibit the importation of | for example, make it one cent. per pound. : 
English nails and brads of all the kinds which | 
ean be replaced immediately by American, and | 
this includes all except fine drawn nails, upon 


N. 


which an extra duty of one cent per pound might 
be placed, and if no part of this extra duty were 
drawn back, it would by thus much encourage 
the exportation of American nails. 

Nor can the Legislature be restrained from pro- 
hibiting foreign nails and brads by a fear that 


Wrentuam, Oct. 1, 1809. 


Straw Bonnets.—This business commenced ip 
this town in the year 1801. At that time, the 
| English straw bonnet had become the fashion- 
| able out-door head dress of the ladies in large 
| towns, who are allowed always to take the lead 
| in the fashions. 


the American manufacturers will be unable to The prices demanded for them 
furnish the quantity wanted; for almost imme- | were so great as to prevent the farmer’s daugh- 
diately they could manufacture half as many ters purchasing them. A young lady, stimulated 
again as they now do, and, in six-months, could | with a desire to appear not less fashionabie than 


increase this to any quantity desired; nor is it to 
be feared that the prices will be advanced by mo- 
nopoly, as the different patent rights of improved 
nail machinery are owned by a great many indi- 
viduals totally disconnected, and as some prett 

good machines are common toall. It is also well 
to state, in addition, that cut nails have been ex- 
ported in considerable quantities, and gone to a 
good market. Whilst they were not so well made, 
they were sold in foreign ports without a profit. 
In Havana, and in many other places, they now 
actually prefer 4d. cut nails of a good quality to 
the best English nails with which they have usu- 
ally been supplied. I cannot leave this subject 
without adding one word more about English 
iron. It may be the plan of the English, when 


those who were better able, or more willing to 
pay an extravagant price for a bonnet, conceived 
‘that she might, with her own ingenuity and in- 
dustry, fabricate one for herself, equal in quality, 
and less in expense than an English bonnet would 
‘cost... The bonnet was soon completed, and was 
thought to be no way inferior to the English. 
This first successful effort of the young lady soon 
commanded customers, who were furnished with 
bonnets at about half the price which was paid 
for those imported. 
The demand for these bonnets increasing. oth- 
ers were induced to try their ingenuity. These 
| small attempts were generally crowned with suc- 
‘cess. Ina few months the manufacture of bon- 
nets exceeded the domestic demand for them. 





selling it to us, to bring into discredit American | The surplus were entrusted to the care of a mai 
cut nails and other American manufactured arti- | who frequented the market at Boston, with the 
cles. Unfortunately a great proportion of those | common productions of the country, who made 





articles, and especially cut nails, has been manu- 
factured out of that iron, and probably it ever 
will be, because the articles cost less, look full as 
well, and sel! as well to those who never bought 
any before. It is almost impossible for many 
people to distinguish between good and bad cut 
nails, and some are led to prefer giving a higher 

rice for English wrought nails, which are no 
oho than cut nails manufactured out of any 
iron but. English. I have already observed that 
the mills in Massachusetts could manufacture 
seven thousand tons of iron, while they only 


such returns as not only to encourage the first 
adventurers to continue the business, but, to in- 
duce others, also, to become adventurers ; so that, 
at the end of one year, the bonnet business had 
become an important article of traffic in this 
vicinity. Since which, the business has actu- 


ally increased, and the demand for hats and bon- 


nets becomes more and more extensive. The 
principal part of this business is done in the 
towns of 


borough. Some towns in the counties of Bris- 


rentham, Franklin, Medway, Med- 
field, Billingham, Walpole, Sharon, and Fox- 
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Case of Gideon Olmstead. 
eS ——— a ——— — — —— 
tol and Worcester have likewise entered into this 
pusiness. This concise history of a manufac- the United States court, but are actuated by a 
tory Which owes its commencement to mere acci- | disposition to compromise, and to guard against 
dent, may not be uninteresting to you, in which | future collisions of power, by an amendment to 
{ have been a little particular to show from what | the Constitution; and that, whilst they are con- 
small beginnings an important article of mer- | tending for the rights of the State, it will be at- 
chandise may ‘be produced. Could you have | tributed to a desire of preserving the Federal 
believed that the annual amount of straw hats | Government itself, the best features of which 
and bonnets made in the town of Wrentham | must depend upon keeping up a just balance be- 
alone is equal to one hundred thousand dollars? | tween the General and State Governments, as 
This I suppose to be within bounds. For the | guarantied by the Constitution. 
amount in the other towns in the county of Nor-| Be it therefore known, That the present un- 
folk, abovementioned, I add one hundred thou- | happy dispute has arisen out of the following 
sand dollars more. “This sum is, perhaps, much | circumstances: . 
toosmall. Bristol and Worcester manufacture | That, in the night of the 6th of September 
toa considerable amount, and the business has | 1778, Gideon Olmstead, being a prisoner on board 
commenced, I have been informed, in the other | the armed sloop Active, bound to New York, on 
parts of the State. | the passage prevailed on three of the seamen to 
It is to be understood that the above sum of | assist him in endeavoring to take the said sloop 
two hundrd thousand dollars is exclusive of hats | from the captain and the rest of the crew, and 
and bonnets made and worn by those who man- | to carry her into an American port. In pursu- 
ufacture them. These bonnets and hats are ex- | ance of this bold and hazardous design, they se- 
ported not only to New York, Philadelphia, Bal- | cured the captain and crew under deck, and 
timore, Virginia, North Carolina, Charleston, | contemplated running the sloop into Egg Har- 


a spirit of hostility to the legitimate powers of 


South Carolina, Savannah, and New Orleans, bor: a considerable contest then arose between 


but to several of the West India islands. 


CASE OF GIDEON OLMSTEAD. 


[Communicated to the Senate, June 11, 1809.] 
{ 


To the Senate of the United States : 

In compliance with the request of the Legis- | 
lature of Pennsylvania, 1 transmit to Congress a | 
copy of certain of its proceedings communicated | 


those under, and those on deck, for the command 
of the vessel. 

On the 8th of September they were boarded 
by the brigantine Convention, fitted out by the 
State of Pennsylvania, commanded by Captain 
Thomas Houston, and, in a very short time after 
the sloop Active was thus seized by the Conven- 
tion, the privateer sloop Le Gerard, of Philadel- 
phia, commanded by Captain James Josiah, hove 


for the purpose by the Governor of that State. | 1" sight. 


JAMES MADISON. 
June 4, 1809. 


Resolutions of the Pennsylvania Assembly. 


Whereas, the Governor, in a communication to 
the Legislature, has represented that the Supreme 
Court of the United States had ordered a per- 
emptory mandamus to be issued in the suit of 
Gideon Olmstead and others versus Elizabeth 
Sergeant and Esther Waters, executrixes of the 
late Mr. Rittenhouse: and that immediate appli- | 
cation will be made to Richard Peters, judge of 
the district court of Pennsylvania, for an execu- 
tion against the persons and effects of the said 
Elizabeth Sergeant and Esther Waters ; or that, | 
rather an attachment for their persons will be | 
the compulsory process adopted on this occasion ; 
and that, in conformity to the provisions of an 
act of Assembly passed the second of April, 1803, 
it becomes the duty of the Executive to protect | 
the property and persons of the said executrixes 
against such process: and whereas the causes 
and reasons which have produced this conflict 
between the General and State Governments 
should be made known, not only that the State 
may be justified to her sister States, who are 
equally interested in the preservation of the State 


rights, but to evince to the Government of the | 


United States that the Legislature, in resisting 
encroachments on their rights, are not acting in 


| vention. 
| was, whether Gideon Olmstead had subdued the 


The prize was brought into the port of Phila- 
delphia, and was libelled in the Court of Admi- 


'ralty of the State, on the 14th of September. 
| Captain Thomas Houston for the State, himself, 


and crew, claimed one-half; Captain James Jo- 
siah, commander of the privateer sloop Le Ge- 
rard, for himself, crew, and owners, as consort of 
the Convention, and as in sight at the time of 
the capture, claimed one-fourth, allowing one- 


'fourth for the four persons who first rose upon 
| the crew of the sloop Active: Gideon Olmstead 


and his companions claimed the whole, alleging 
that they had risen on the captain and crew, had 


| confined them in the cabin, had assumed the 
/sole command and direction of the sloop, and 


were proceeding towards Egg Harbor with the 
captain and crew, subjected and reduced, when 
the said sloop was seized by the brigantine Con- 
And the great question for decision 


captain and crew of the Active, or whether hos- 
tilities had ceased, when the Convention and Le 
Gerard came up with her ? 

The Court of Admiralty is the appropriate 
court for the trial and decision of all cases of 
prize. But how that court shall be constituted, 
must depend upon the will of the nation or State 
to which it belongs. The Legislature are, how- 
ever, inclined to believe, that the interposition of 
| a jury in admiralty causes was peculiar to some 
| of the American States, and a remarkable in- 
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stance of a departure from the brags of nations. 
It was, however, bottomed on the following res- 


-olution of Congress of November 25, 1775: that 
it be recommended to the several Legislatures in 


the United Colonies, as soon as possible, to erect 
courts of justice, or give jurisdiction to the 
courts now in being, for the purpose of determin- 
ing concerning the captures to be made as afore- 
said, and to provide that all trials in such case be 
had by a jury, under such qualifications as to the 
respective Legislatures shall seem expedient. 
“That, in all cases, an appeal shall be allowed to 
the Congress, or such person or persons as they 
shall appoint for the trial of appeals, &c. 

By an act of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, 
passed September 9, 1778, a Court of Admiralty 
was established. The trial was to be by jury, 
who were to be sworn or affirmed, “to return and 
give a true verdict according to evidence; and 
the finding of the said jury shall establish the 
facts, without re-examination or appeal.” 

In all cases of capture, an appeal from the de- 
cree of the judge of admiralty of this State shail 
be allowed to the Continental Congress, or such 
person or persons as they may from time to time 
appoint for hearing and trying appeals, &c. 

On the 4th of November, 1778, the cause came 
on to be tried before a struck jury, who, after 
hearing all the exhibits, and the arguments of 
the respective advocates thereon, and taken time 
to consider thereof, on the following day returned 
their verdict, finding one fourth part of the net 
proceeds of the sloop Active and her cargo to the 
first claimants, (Gideon Olmstead and others,) 
and three fourth parts of the net he of the 
said sloop and her cargo to the libellant, (Cap- 
tain Houston,) and the second claimant, (Cap- 
tain Josiah,) as per agreement between them. 
The jury thus decided the great and important 
fact “ that hostilities had not ceased on board the 
sloop Active at the time the brigantine Conven- 
tion came up with her; in other words, that the 
captain and crew had not been then subdued.” 
The judge made his decree accordingly, and the 
same day Gideon’ Olmstead and the three sea- 
men appealed from the verdict, decree, and sen- 
tence. 

At this period no Court of Appeals had been 
established under the authority of Congress, or in 
fextoene? of the Articles of Confederation of the 
th of July, 1778. But committees of appeals 
had been from time to time appointed, consisting 
of members of Congress. By the ninth article 
of confederation, Congress was vested with power 
of “appointing courts for the trial of piracies and 
felonies committed on the high seas, and estab- 
lishing courts for receiving and determining 
finally appeals in all cases of captures, provided 
that no member of Congress shall be appointed a 
judge of any of the said courts.” 


The time when Pennsylvania acceded to the | 


Confederation is, perhaps, immaterial. It was 
not finally adopted by all the States, and ratified, 
until the Ist of March, 1781. It is, therefore, to 
be presumed that the Committee of Appeals, as 
appointed by Congress. was competent as to au- 


—————_ 
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thority, even under the provision of our own Jaw 
as no objection appears ever to have been suo. 
gested on this head. - 

But as to the authority or extent of the juris. 
diction of the Committee of Appeals, a difference 
of opinion has arisen among the wisest and bes; 
informed of our citizens; and this question, of 
mighty moment, indeed, has agitated all Penp. 
sylvania for thirty years. 

If the Committee of Appeals had authority to 
revise facts which had been already established 
by the verdict of a jury, there was an end of the 
question. Their decree was conclusive and final: 
it could not be opened or reviewed ; and it ought 
to have been carried into effect. 

But Pennsylvania has uniformly, by all her 
public acts, denied the authority of the Court of 
Appeals to re-examine or control the verdict of 
the jury. The decision of a State is always im. 
portant, and of infinite weight in comparison with 
mere private opinion, An assertion of her right 
was an obvious consequence; and an attempt to 
interfere with that right ea parte cannot fail to 
call forth, on her part, feelings of the deepest 
regret. 

It is true that Congress, with the approbation 
and acquiescence of the people, exercised the 

ower of war and peace; and, however imper- 

feet their sovereignty might have been, they ad- 
ministered it with glory and advantage to the 
United States. It is equally true they commis- 
sioned privateers to cruise against the enemy; 
and to this high power, it is said, the question of 
prize is incidental. And if it would result from 
this that they had power to establish Courts of 
Admiralty, yet it is equally clear they did not 
exercise this power; and, by the Articles of Con- 
federation, it was not vested in them, but merely 
the power to establish a Court of Appeals in cases 
of captures, although, by the same instrument, 
they had power “to establish courts for the trial 
of piracies and felonies upon the high seas, and 
the right of establishing rules for deciding, in all 
cases, what captures on land or water shall be 
legal, and in what manner prizes taken by na- 
val or land forces, in the service of the United 
States, shall be divided or appropriated.” And 
whatever construction might have been had, if 
the decree of reversal had been in the court estab- 
lished after the Confederation, yet in 1778 it had 
no binding force; nor did they profess to act 
under it. Courts of Admiralty for the trial of 
| captures, or the prize courts, could then be estab- 
lished only by the respective States. 

Congress recommended to the several States 
to establish Courts of Admiralty, and to provide 
that all trials in such case be had by a jury, under 
such qualifications as to the respective Legisla- 

| tures shall seem most expedient, reserving, in all 
| cases, an appeal to Congress, &c. 

However incidental the question of prize, or 
cases of captures, may be to sovereign power, the 
principle cannot apply, in its full extent, to the 
imperiect sovereignty exercised by the United 
States. Their authority was gradually acquired 
by the consent and acquiescence of the States; 
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and, where it was thus acquired, the exigencies | ter of law, apparent upon the face of the record.” 
of the new formed Union required that it should | And the same Chief Justice was also of opinion 
be deemed legitimate, though never expressly as- | that the principle was forfeited by the resolu- 
sented to. The power of establishing Courts of | tion of Congress of January 15, 1780, “that the 
Admiralty they never ussumed. The inference, | trials in the Court of Appeals should be aceord- 
therefore, is forcible, that they had not the power; | ing to the usage of nations, and not by jury.” 
or why. recommend to the States to establish | And on the 3lst of the sume month, accordant 
Courts of Admiralty, if, by virtue of their newly | with this resolution, the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
acquired sovereignty, they could themselves have | vania appear to have been willing, for the future, 
established them ? If they could not erect Courts | to change the practice ; for they resolved, “that, 
of Admiralty jurisdiction, in the first instance, | if the mode of trial by jury,(in cases of captures,) 
they could not, without the consent of the State, | as recommended by Congress, is found inconve- 
erect the appellate court. The State which es- | nient to the circumstances of the United States, 
tablished the Admiralty Court must likewise pos- | as being a mode unknown to most of the civil- 
sess the power to regulate the appellate jurisdic- | ized States of Europe, this House is desirous of 
tion from its decrees; and, by the assent of the | conforming to the customary practice.” 
State, the appellate jurisdiction was, at their own | But, notwithstanding this mode of reasoning, 
requisition, given to Congress, where the interest | the Committee of Appeals undertook to re-exam- 
and safety of the Union required it should be | ine the whole case; they set aside the verdict of 
deposited, but under certain restrictions, the jury, reversed the sentence of the Judge of 
The Admiralty Court, being the court of all | the Admiralty, and decreed the whole proceeds 
nations, has, by the usage of nations, been gov- | of the prize to the appellants, with costs. The 
erned by the rules and principles of the civil law. | Judge of the Admiralty refused to carry this de- 
Ithasalways proceeded withouta jury; and from | cree into effect; and, on the 28th of December, 
its decrees on an appeal, the facts, as well as the | further decreed “that, although the Court of Ap- 
law, have always been subject to a re-examina- | peals have full power to alter or set aside the 
tion. But when Congress recommended the de- | decree of the judge of this court, yet that the 
cision of facts in that court by a jury, strangely | finding of the jury in the cause does establish the 
departing from the usage of nations, the conse- | facts in the cause without re-examination or ap- 
quence inevitably followed that the facts estab- | peal, and, therefore, the verdict of the jury still 
lished by the jury could never be re-examined on | standing, and being in full force, the court can- 
an appeal. The party dissatisfied might have | not issue any process, or proceed in any manner 
applied for a new trial; but there is no other way | whatsoever contradictory to the finding of the 
of reversing the facts determined by a jury. | said jury;” and he ordered the money to be 
When, therefore, Congress recommended that the | brought into court, there to remain ready to abide 
trial in such cases should be by jury, from the | the further order of the court therein. 
uniform course of proceeding in such trials, itis | Here, then, began the great contest for juris- 
at least presumable they did not intend, by re- diction. On the 4th of January, 1779, the Com- 
serving an appeal, that the facts should be re- | mittee of Appeals issued their injunction to the 
examined; and the only fair or consistent con- | marshal to detain the money in his custody, to 
struction would be, that there should be an appeal | wait the further orders of the court. The mar- 
on the points of law appearing on the record, | shal, notwithstanding, paid the money to the 
That such was the intention of the Legislature Judge of the Admiralty, in obedience to the de- 
of Pennsylvania is beyond doubt, when they de- | cree of that court. The Committee of Appeals 
clared “that the finding of the jury shall estab- would proceed no further, but ordered to be en- 
lish the facts, without re-examination or appeal;” | tered on record “that, as the Judge and marshal 
and although, by the same act, they gave an ap- | of the Court of Admiralty for the State of Penn- 
peal to Congress, it cannot be absurdly supposed | sylvania, had absolutely and respectively refused 
that they. meant to contradict and destroy the | obedience to the decree and writ regularly made 
principle they had at the same instant so sol-| in, and issued from, this court, to which they, 
emuly declared and adopted, The question itself | and each of them, were and was bound to pay 
to be tried was a mere fact, “Who captured the | obedience; the court being unwilling to enter 
sloop Active?” The jury decided that fact.— | into any proceedings for contempt, lest conse- 
They could judge of the circumstances, as well | quences might ensue, at this juncture, dangerous 
as the credit or credibility of the witnesses. If | to the public peace of the United States, will not 
their decision, therefore, was not to be conclusive, | proceed further in this affair, nor hear any ap- 
but to be open to a re-examination, on an appeal, | peal, until the authority of this court shall be so 
before a committee of Congress, in the shape of | settled as to give full efficacy to their decrees and 
a Court of Appeals, the jury trial was a solemn | process ;” and they ordered a state of the proceed- 
mockery, calculated for expense and trouble, but | ings to be prepared that Ost might lay it before 
ener of no good. In the case of Ross and | Congress. On the 21st of January a committee 
ittenhouse, the Chief Justice declared “that the | was appointed by Congress to examine into the 
genius and spirit of the common law will not | principles of the powers of the Committee of 
suffer a sentence of the lowest court, founded on | Appeals, and the causes af the refusal of the 
a general verdict, to be controlled or reversed by | Judge of the Court of Admiralty, in the State of 
the highest jurisdiction, unless for error in mat- | Pennsylvania, to execute their decree; which 
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committee, on the 6th of March following, re- | quested the Assembly of Pennsylvania to appoint 
ported specially, the findiug of the jury, and de- | a committee to confer with a committee of Cop. 
cree thereon, the reversal therebf the reasons of | gress on the subject. 
the judge, and act of Assembly of Pennsylvania,; If the reasoning in the foregoing resolutions 
as they are before stated. establishes the propriety of proceeding, in cases 
Whereupon, it was resolved, “that Congress, or | of Admiralty jurisdiction, according to the law 
such person or persons as they appoint to hear | and usage of nations, and which is now the law 
and determine appeals from the Courts of Admi-| of the land, it could not change the law as jt 
et have, necessarily, the power to examine as | then stood; therefore, could have no effect upon 
well into decisions on facts as decisions on the | Pennsylvania, tenacious of her own rights, rest- 
law, and to decree finally thereon; and that no; ing upon her own laws, and understanding as 
finding of a jury in any Court of Admiralty, or | well as any other State the extent of the power 
court for determining the legality of captures on | of ‘Congress, and the authority she had consented 
the high seas, can, or ought to destroy the right | to vest in that body. Committees were appointed 
of appeal, and the re-examination of the facts | to confer with a committee of Congress, but every 
reserved to Congress. | conference was iveffectual ; and on the 31st Jan- 
“That no act of any one State can or ought to | ary, 1780, by a unanimous vote of the General 
destroy the right of appeal to Congress in the | Assembly, the following decisive instructions 
sense above declared. | were transmitted to the Pennsylvania delegation 
“That Congress is, by these United States, in- | in Congress: 
vested with the sovereign supreme power of war} ‘“GenTLemen: The House being informed that 
and peace, | it has been proposed in the honorable Congress 
“That the power of executing the law of na- | that an order be drawn on the Treasury of the 
tions is essential to the sovereign supreme power | United States, for the amount of three-fourths of 
of war and peace. the net proceeds of the sloop Active and her car. 
“That the legality of all captures on the high | go, and to pay the same to Gideon Olmstead and 
seas must be determined by the law of nations. | others, appellants in that case, in order to satisfy 
“That the authority, ultimately and finally, to| the decree of the Court of Appeals for prizes 
decide on all matters and questions touching the | made at sea, and that the same be charged to the 
law of nations, does reside, and is vested in the | State of Pennsylvania, referring said State for 


sovereign supreme power of war and peace. | indemnification to the three-fourths in the hands 

“That a control, by appeal, is necessary in or- | of the Judge of the Admiralty of Pennsylvania, 
der to compel a just and uniform execution of | “The House, in consequence of the above, have 
the law of nations. taken the premises into their most serious consid- 


“That the said control must extend as well | eration, and adopted the instructions given by 
over the decisions of juries as judges, in courts | the last House of cee ae 10, 1769,) to 
for determining the legality of captures on the | a committee of the said House, who had been 
sea ; otherwise the juries would be possessed of | appointed to confer with a committee of Congress 
the ultimate supreme power of executing the! in the case of the sloop Active; which instruc- 
law of nations in all cases of captures; and | tions are in the following words: 
might, at any time, exercise the same in such| “esolved, Ist. That the power of establishing 
manner as to prevent a possibility of being con- | courts for receiving and determining finally, ap- 
trolled: a construction which involves many in- | peals in all cases of captures, is reserved in Con- 
conveniences and absurdities, destroys an essen-| gress by the Articles of Confederation; and as 
tial part of the power of war and peace entrusted | the State of Pennsylvania has acceded to these 
to Congress, ot would disable the Congress of | articles, this House esteem it their daty to adopt 
the United States from giving satisfaction to} such ea consistent with the principles 
foreign nations complaining of a violation of neu-| of the Confederation, as Congress may judge 
tralities, of treaties, or other breaches of the law | necessary for the due exercise of the said power. 
of nations, and would enable a jury,in any one| “Resolved, 2d. That, by an act of this Com- 
State, to involve the United States in hostilities; | monwealth for establishing a Court of Admiralty, 
a construction which, for these and many other | it is declared and enacted, that the finding of the 
reasons, is inadmissible. | jury shall establish the facts without re-examina- 

“That this power of controlling by appeal the | tion or appeal, and that the act is not repugnant 
several Admiralty jurisdictions of the States has! to, but consistent with the resolutions of Congress 
hitherto been exercised by Congress, by the me- | of the 25th of November, 1775. 
dium of a committee of their own members. | “Resolved, 3d. That the proceedings in the 

* Resolved, That the committee, before whom | Court of Admiralty, in the case of the sloop Ac- 
was determined the appeal from the Court of Ad- | tive, were founded upon the aforesaid act of As- 
miralty, for the State of Pennsylvania, in the/ sembly, which, together with the said resolve, 
case of the sloop Active, was duly constituted | form the true ground whereupon the decision ol 
and authorized to determine the same. | the contested point should be made, without in- 

“ Resolved, That the said committee had com-| volving a consideration of the necessity or pro- 
petent jurisdiction to make thereon a final de- te of future alterations. 
cree, and therefore their decree ought to be car-| ‘The House likewise instruct you immediately 

ried into execution.” And they thereupon re- | to inform the honorable body, of which you are 
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members, that this House will consider any ap- 
plication of the money of this State, by Congress, 
to the purpose aforesaid, as a high infringement 
on the et and rights of the Commonwealth of 
Penusylvania; and, in this view, will complain, 
in an especial manner, of those delegations which 
shall concur in any vote for that purpose, to the 
several legislative bodies from whom they re- 
spectively derive their powers. 

«And you are further instructed to enter a pro- 
test, in behalf of this State, that we will pay no 

rt of the sum which Congress shall award, out 
of the Treasury of the United States, in conse- 
quence of the decree of the Court of Appeals. 

«We also instruct you to inform Congress that 
the manifest right of the citizens of this State to 
the benefit of its laws has, some time since, ob- 
tained from the authority thereof, an order for 
the distribution of the three-fourths, given by the 
verdict of the jury in this case, to the captains 
and crews of the brigantine Convention and her 
consort. 

«The House views with astonishment the per- 
severance and decision of Congress, in rolling 
upon this State an embarrassment created by the 
Court of Appeals. 

“Congress recommended a trial by jury to be 
introduced into the Court of Admiralty. The 
Assembly of Pennsylvania adopted the measure. 
A jury, in the case of the sloop Active, founded 
their verdict upon the facts. It is the proper bu- 
siness, and the strict right of juries to establish 
facts; yet the Court of Appeals took upon them 
to violate this essential part of jury trial, and to 
reduce, in effect, this mode of jurisprudence to 
the course of the civil law; a proceeding to which 
the State of Pennsylvania cannot yield. 

“If the mode of trial by jury, (in cases of cap- 
tures,) as recommended by Congress, is found in- 
convenient to the circumstances of the United 
States, as being a mode unknown to most of the 
civilized States in Europe, this House is desirous 
of conforming to the customary practice. 

“The House finally remind you of the laws, 
which, they understand, have been passed in some 
of the States of the Union, denying all appeal in 
law, as well as fact, to the Court of Appeals es- 
tablished by Congress for prize causes, except the 
claimants be foreigners. or captors in the pay of 
Congress; by the operation of one of which laws, 
Mr. Hugh McCulloch, a citizen of Pennsylvania, 
was debarred from removing the case of a ship 
and cargo condemned in New England, into the 
said Court of Appeals, and that little notice ap- 
pears to be taken of these laws, whilst Pennsyl- 
vania, conforming to the recommendation of Con- 
gress, concerning admiralty jurisdiction, in the 
most legal and usual construction of the expres- 
sion, has not, in our opinion, been treated by that 
honorable body with sufficient respect and atten- 
tion. 

Such, then, has been the decisive stand which 
Pennsylvania has uniformly made against the 
decree of the Committee of Appeals. Can we 
undertake to say, from a view of the case, that 
our predecessors, for thirty years, have been 
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wrong? Yet the opinions of public men have 
been various. Chief Justice McKean, in the case 
of Ross and Rittenhouse, judicially deelares “that 
the decree of the Committee of Appeals was con- 
trary to the provisions of the act of Congress, and 
of the General Assembly, extra judicral, erroneous 
and void.” ‘Two of the judges, who sat in the 
same cause, although they do not expressiy neg- 
ative this opinion, appear not toconcur init. The 
Supreme Court of the United States, in the case 
of Pennhallow and Doane, unanimously affirm 
the authority of the Court of Appeals; and, upon 
the decision of this case, it would appear this con- 
test has been revived, after it had slumbered for 
es years ; and, as it would seem, even 
after Congress had abandoned the right. 

But the Legislature cannot relinquish this part 
of the case without once more referring to the 
proceedings of Congress on this long litigated 
point. 

Mr. Ellery, Mr. Hand, Mr. Speight, Mr. Jeffer- 
son, and Mr. Lee, a committee of Congress, to 
whom was referred the proceedings and sentence 
of the Court of Appeals, in cases of capture, on 
the case of the ship Susanna, reported ; and, after 
stating that the resolution of the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 1775, had been complied with by the several 
States, some of them ceding appeals to Congress 
on a larger, and some ona more contracted scale ; 
that the Court of Appeals had reversed the sen- 
tence passed by the inferior and superior courts 
of New Hampshire, in the case of the ship Su- 
sanna; that all these proceedings were prior to 
the completion of the Confederation, which took 
place on the Ist day of March, 1781. They re- 
solved, That the said capture having been made 
by citizens of New Hampshire, carried in, and 
submitted to the jurisdiction of that State, before 
the completion of the confederation, while appeals 
to Congress were absolutely refused by their Le- 
gislature, neither Congress, nor any person de- 
riving authority from them, had jurisdiction in 
the said case.” On the 30th of March, 1784, the 
report was taken up, and on the question of agree- 
ment, on the yeas and nays, six States voted for 
the resolution, two States, and Mr. Read from 
South Carolina, voted against it, and two States 
were divided ; and in numbers, the yeas were 15, 
the nays 9; but there not being a majority of 
States in the affirmative, the question was lost. 
It may not be unworthy of remark, that, on the 
above resolution, Mr. Jefferson voted in the affir- 
mative ; as also did Mr. Ellery, who was one of 
the Court of Appeals, which reversed the decree 
of the Pennsylvania Court of Admiralty; and as 
Pennsylvania allowed an appeal only on a con- 
tracted scale, that could no more be exceeded than 
it could in the case of the New Hampshire, who 
allowed no appeal at all. 

There is no reason, therefore, for departing from 
the principles and opinions of our predecessors, 
unequivocally declared in their public votes and 
laws, respecting the case of the sloop Active, 
without a single exception from the first moment 
of the contest. 

The second part of the case exhibits facts and 
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circumstances of the deepest interest and concern 
to Pennsylvania. Anaittempt has been made by 
the district court, deriving its authority from the 
Constitution of the United States, to enforce the 
decree of the Committee of Appeals; the juris- 
diction of which, to reverse the facts established 
by a jury, Pennsylvania had so long resisted ; and 
which even Congress, under the confederation, 
had so long abandoned ; not only to enforce it, 
but to enforce it ea parte ; without power to ex- 
amine the merits or to control its errors; without 
notice 10 the State, or consulting its interests ; 
not only thus to enforce it, but to convert the trea- 
surer and agent of the State, acting under its im- 
mediate authority, into a stake-holder, as.a mean 
to reach the funds of the State, and to affect its 
rights. 

If this can be done, the amendment to the Con- 
stitution would be a dead letter. The State can 
act under its laws only by its agents. Its moneys 
remain in the hands of its treasurers. If the offi- 
cers can be converted, by the decree of a judge, 
into stake-holders, there can, perhaps, be no pos- 
sible case in which the Constitution may not be 
evaded. 

It sufficiently appeared, in answer to the libel, 
that Mr. Rittenhouse received the money as trea- 
surer of the State, for the use of the State. It 
appeared decisively on the public records of the 
Commonwealth. But itis alleged, “that the 
amendment to the Constitution simply provides 
that no suit shall be commenced or prosecuted 
against the State. That in this case the suit was 
not instituted against the State or its treasurer, 
but against the executors of David Rittenhouse. 
That if the proceeds had been the actual property 
of Pennsylvania, however wrongfully acquired, 
the disclosure of that fact would have presented 
a case on which it is unnecessary to. give an 
opinion. 

Such is the language of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Ifthe process and jurisdiction 
of the Admiralty Court will reach and extend 
over the proceeds of prizes found within the dis- 
trict; and individuals, no party to the original 
decree, can be libelled against, is all investigation 
to be foreclosed ? or, if it be not in the nature of 
an original suit, but merely a proceeding to en- 
force a decree of a former court, in which Cap- 
tain Josiah and Captain Houston were parties, 
why are Captain Josiah and the representatives 
of Captain Baawoa unheard in this strange pro- 
ceeding ? 

It is further alleged, and is made a ground of 
decision by the Federal Courts, “ that the prop- 
erty which represented the Active and her cargo 
Was in possession, not of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, but of David Rittenhouse as an individual, 
after whose death it passed, like other property, 
to his representatives.” 

It is, however, clear that David Rittenhouse 
could not have received a farthing of the money, 
as David Rittenhouse, but as treasurer of the 
State only, and by order of the State. Although 
David Rittenhouse gave a bond to indemnify 
George Ross, yet that instant the State became 


bound to indemnify David Rittenhouse, and the 
real party then interested was the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. A treasury or other officer, re- 
taining the public moneys upon any pretence 
whatever, cannot, upon any principle, change the 
nature of the question. 

Notwithstanding, by the highest judicial au- 
thority the question is declared to be at rest, 
“‘ That, by the decree of reversal, the interest of 
the State of Pennsylvania in the Active and her 
cargo was extinguished; that, although Mr. Rit- 
tenhouse was Treasurer of the State of Pennsy!- 
vania, and the bond of indemnity which he ex- 
ecuted states the money to have been paid to him 
for the use of the State, it is apparent he held in 
his own right, until he should be completely in- 
demnified by the State, and that the evidence to 
this point. was conclusive; that it did not appear 
that-the original certificates were deposited in the 
State Treasury, or in any manner designated as 
the property of the State, or delivered over to his 
successor; and, when funded, were funded in his 
own name, and theinterest drawn by him. That 
the memorandum made by him, at the footof the 
list of certificates, in these words: “ The above 
certificates will be the property of the State of 
Pennsylvania when the State releases me from 
the bond I gave in 1778 toindemnify George Ross, 
Esq., Judge of the Admiralty, for paying the fifty 
original certificates into the treasury, as the 
State’s share of the prize,” demonstrates that he 
held the certificates as security against the bond 
he had executed, and that bond was obligatory not 
on the State of Pennsylvania, but on David Rit- 
tenhouse, in his private capacity. 

This statement by the court, as part of the 
broad ground on which they decided, may be 
plausible, may give color to the decision, yet it 
by no means appears that he receives it as a stake- 
holder, or upon a contingency, but for the use of 
the State, as its share-of the prize. And even 
upon his own memorandum, so much relied on, 
it is stated that the certificates were paid into the 
treasury as the State’s share of the prize; and, 
as the State was bound to indemnify him when 
he acted under its orders, the State would have 
of course been the real party interested in any suit 
which might have been commenced upon it. It 
would seem that the court was not possessed of 
the whole state of the case, as will appear from 
the authority under which the treasurer acted; 
which proves explicitly how and in what character 
he acted. In the minutes of the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council is the following resolution : 


“ PuitapeLpnia, April 21, 1779. 

“ Resolved, That David Rittenhouse, the Trea- 
surer, be directed to find sufficient security to be 
approved of by the judge of the admiralty for the 
share adjudged to the State of the prize sloop 
Active, taken by the brigantine Convention and 
Gerard privateer ; and take up the money, which 
will exceed eleven thousand pounds, for the use 
of the State, one-half of the sum allotted to the 
Convention coming to the State.” 

It here incontrovertibly appears that he did not 
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receive the 

for the use of the State, by the orders of the Ex- 

ecutive authority, and the bond which he exe- 

cuted was executed by him by the like authority, 

as agent and security for the State. Having thus 

received the money, previously the property of 
the State, by the decree of the Admiralty Court, 

as Treasurer, no detention of it when he went 

out of office ought in reason or principle to be 

cousidered as changing the nature of the original 

transaction. The Legislature, at their session, | 
November 23d following, passed a resolution sim- 

ilar to that of the Executive Council; and the 

act of February 26, 1801, still further corroborates 

all the former proceedings of the State. 

The Legislature are also of opinion that, as the 
brigantine Convention was the property of the 
State, as soon as judgment was pronounced upon 
the verdict of the jury, its interest attached upon 
its proportion of the prize, and as soon as it was 
received by the State Treasurer, it was so much 
belonging to the State actually in the treasury. 

When it is said that the State of Pennsylvania | 
forbore to assert its title while the suit was de- 
pending, let it be forever remembered that the | 
State of Pennsylvania had no notice. And if 
notice had been given, to what purpose could she 
have asserted her title when by the high author- 
ity of the court it is declared that the court had 
nothing to do with the question decided by the 
Court of Appeals, which must be enforced with- 
out an examination of its merits. 

Although the Legislature reverence the Con- 
stitution of the United States.and its lawful au- 
thorities, yet there is a respect due to the solemn 
and public acts, and to the honor and dignity of 
our own State, and the unvarying assertion of 
her right fora period of thirty years, which right 
ought not to be relinquished ; therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, &c. 
That, as a member of the Federal Union, the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania acknowledges the su- 
premacy, and will cheerfully submit to the au- 
thority of the General Government as far as that 
authority is delegated by the Constitution of the 
United States. But whilst they yield to this au- 
thority, when exercised within Constitutional | 
limits, they trust they will not be considered as 
acting hostile to the General Government, when, 
as the guardians of the State rights, they cannot 
permit an infringement of those rights by an un- | 
constitutional exercise of power in the United | 
States courts. 

Resolved, That, in a Government like that of | 
the United States, where there are powers granted | 
to the General Government, and rights reserved | 
to the States, it is impossible, from the imperfec- | 
tion of language, so to define the limits of each, 
that difficulties should not sometimes arise from | 
a collision of powers; and itis to be lamented, | 
that no provision is made in the Constitution for | 
determining disputes between the General and | 
State Governments by an impartial tribunal, | 
when such cases occur. | 

Resolved, That, from the construction the Uni- | 
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ted States’ courts give to their powers, the har- 
mony of the States, if they resist encroachments 
on their rights, will frequently be interrupted ; 
and, if to prevent this evil, they should, on all 
occasions, yield to stretches of power, the reserved 
rights of the States will depend on the arbitrary 
power of the courts. 

Resolved,. That should the independence of the 
States, as secured by the Constitution, be de- 
stroyed, the liberties of the people in so extensive 
a country cannot long survive. To suffer the 
United States’ courts to decide on State rights 
will, from a bias in favor of power, necessarily 
destroy the Federal part of our Government, and 
whenever the Government of the United States 
becomes consolidated, we may learn from the his- 
tory of nations what will be the event. 

To prevent the balance between the General 
and State Governments from being destroyed, 
and the harmony of the States from being inter- 
rupted, 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be 
instructed, and our Representatives requested, to 
use theirinfluence to procurean amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, that an impar- 
tial tribunal may be established to determine dis- 
putes between the General and State Govern- 
ments; and that they be further instructed to use 
their endeavors, that in the meanwhile such ar- 
rangements may be made between the Govern- 
ments of the Union and of this State as will put 
an end to existing difficulties. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions, together with 
the foregoing statement, to the Executive of the 
United States, to be laid before Congress at their 
next session. And that he be authorized and di- 
rected to correspond with the President on the 
subject in controversy, and to agree to such ar- 
rangements as may be in the power of the Exe- 
cutive to make, or that Congress may make, 
either by the appointment of Commissioners or 
otherwise, for settling the difficulties between the 
two Governments. 

Resolved, That the Governor be also requested 
to transmit a copy to the Executives of the several 
States in the Union, with a request that they may 
be laid before their respective Legislatures. 

JAMES INGLE, 
Speaker of the House. 
P. C. LANE, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved, April 3, 1809. 

SIMON SNYDER, 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 


[Communicated to the Senate, Dec. 19, 1809.] 
To the Senate of the United States : 

Agreeably to the request in the resolution of 
the 15th instant, I transmit a copy of the corres- 
pondence with the Governor of Pennsylvania, in 
the case of Gideon Olmstead. 

JAMES MADISON, 

DecemBer 16, 1809. 
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Case of Gideon Olmstead. 


ae 


Sr 


Lancaster, April 6, 1809. 
Sir: In discharge of a legislative injunction 
[transmit you the proceedings of the Genera 
Assembly, on the long-litigated cause of Gideon 
Olmsteadand others versus Elizabeth Sergeant 
and Esther Waters, executrixes of David Ritten- 
house, deceased, late Treasurer of Pennsylvania. 
Believing it will tend to a more perfect under- 
standing of the subject, I take the liberty to add 
a copy of an act of the General Assembly rela- 
tive thereto, passed the 4th instant, and also beg 
leave to refer you to two other acts, the one 
passed February 1st, 1801, and the other April 
2d, 1803. 
hile I deeply deplore the cireumstance which 
has led to this correspondence, I am consoled 
with the pleasing idea, that the Chief Magis- 
tracy of the Union is confided to a man who 


merits, and who possesses so great a portion of 


the esteem and the confidence of a vast major- 
ity of the citizens of the United States; who is 


so intimately acquainted with the principles of 


the Federal Constitution, and who is no less dis- 
posed to protect the sovereignty and independ- 
ence of the several States, as guarantied to them, 
than to defend the rights and legitimate powers 
of the General Government; who will justly 
discriminate between opposition to the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the 
resisting the decree of a judge, founded, as it is 
conceived, in a usurpation of power and juris- 
diction not delegated to him by either; and who 
is equally solicitous with myself, to preserve the 
Union of the States, and to adjust the present 
unhappy collision of the two Governments in 
such a manner as will be equally honorable to 
them both. 

Permit me to add in addition to the act I have 
done as the Chief Magistrate of the State of 
Pennsylvania, to assure you, sir, as an individ- 
ual, of my full confidence in the wisdom, justice, 


and integrity of the present Administration of 


the General Government, and my fixed determi- 
nation, in my public, as well as in my private 
capacity, to support itin all Constitutional meas- 
ures it may adopt. 

With the highest consideration, I am, sir, your 


obedient servant. 
SIMON SNYDER. 
His Exc’y the Presipent or Tue U.S. 





An Act relative to certain proceedings in the case of 


the prize sloop Active. 

Whereas, by an act of the General Assembly 
of this Commonwealth, passed the second da 
of April, in the year of our Lord 1803, entitled 
“ An act relating to the claim of this Common- 
wealth against Elizabeth Sergeant and Esther 
Waters, surviving executrixes of David Ritten- 
house, Esquire, deceased,” the right of this Com- 
mon wealth was asserted to certain moneys which 
the said executrixes of David Rittenhouse, here- 
tofore Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, admitted to have been received by them 
in the manner in the same act particularly set 


nited States, and that of 


forth, as part of the proceeds of a certain prize 
called the “ Active,” captured during the Revo. 
lutionary war, and provision was made among 
other things, that if, in pursuance of the requisi- 
tion of the said act, (the decree of the district 
court of Pennsylvania, in the said act men. 
tioned, to the contrary notwithstanding, ) the said 
executrixes should pay the said moneys into the 
Treasury of the Commonwealth without suit 
brought against them to compel such payment, 
they should be indemnified for so doing. And 
whereas the Supreme Court of the United States 
have reviewed the proceedings of the said dis- 
trict court of Pennsylvania, and have adjudged 
that the decree thereof ought to be enforced, not- 
withstanding the claim of the Commonwealth, 
and the payment of the said moneys into the 
treasury thereof, as aforesaid: and whereas the 
good faith of this Commonwealth requires that 
the said engagement of indemnity should be ef- 
fectually performed: and whereas sundry unfore- 
seen difficulties may arise in protecting the just 
rights of the State, which ought to be provided 
for before the adjournment of the Legislature ; 
and as the Legislature, by their resolutions du- 
ring the present session, have enjoined certain 
duties on the Governor, touching the premises, 
and it is expedient to make such appropriations 
as shall meet every contingency ; but, protesting 
that nothing in this act contained shall be deemed 
or taken as a dereliction of any right or principle 
heretofore asserted on behalf of the Common- 
wealth. And it is, moreover, the duty of the 
Legislature to protect all good citizens from 
losses or injury in their property or persons, by 
reason of their obedience to the laws and counsti- 
tuted authorities of the Commonwealth. There- 
fore 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Hous 
of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania in General Assembly met, and it is here- 
by enacted by the authority of the same, 'Thata 
sum not exceeding $18,000 be, and the same |: 
hereby, appropriated and made subject to the 
orders of the Governor on the State Treasurer. 
to enable the Governor to carry into effect al 
and every engagement of this Commonwealth. 
touching the premises, in such manner as may 
appear to him to be advisable, just, and proper. 
abhro meet all contingent expenses which may 
arise in the execution of any authority or power 
given to or enjoined on him by the resolutions 
of this Legislature, passed April 3, 1809, or by 
the act of Assembly of April 2, 1803. And also 
to protect all and every person or persons in any 
way concerned in the protection of the just rights 
of the Commonwealth, in obedience to the in- 
junctions of any law or authority derived there- 


from. 
JAMES INGLE, 
Speaker of the House of Reps. 


P. C. LANE, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved, April 4, 1809. 
SIMON SNYDER. 
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Sir: I have received your letter of the 6th | tion to procure when you adopted them for your 
instant, accompanied by certain acts of the Legis. | fellow-citizens. 
lature of Pennsylvania, which will be laid before A considerable portion of the inhabitants of 
Congress according to the desire expressed. this Territory thought, some years ago, that they 
Considering our respective relations to the | hada right to solicit the incorporation of this 
subject of these communications, it would be | country into the Union. They founded their 
unnecessary, if not improper, to enter into any | claims on the stipulations of the treaty of April, 
examination of some of the questions connected | 1803, and demanded that this Territory should be 
with it. It is sufficient, in the actual posture of | erected into a State, not so much because of the 
the case, to remark, that the Executive of the | utility of the measure, than because they.consi- 
United States is not only unauthorized to prevent | dered it as secured by the treaty. 
the execution of a decree sanctioned by the Su-| _ Things are now materially altered. The Le- 
reme Court of the United States, but is express- | gislature of this Territory came forward several 
ly enjoined, by statute, to carry into effect any | years after to solicit that incorporation, not so 
such decree where opposition may be made to it, | Much as a right than as a favor. Whatever may 
It is a propitious circumstance, therefore, that | have been the political considerations which in- 
whilst no legal discretion lies with the Executive | duced your honorable body to reject the applica- 
of the United States to decline steps which | tion which was made to you in 1804, those rea- 


| might lead to a very painful issue, a provision | Sons exist no longer. The loyalty of the whole 


has been made by the legislative act transmitted | population of this Territory has since then been 
by you, adequate to a removal of the existing | put to the trial in circumstances sufficiently criti- 
difficulty, and I feel great pleasure in assuring cal for you to be now convinced that the inhabi- 
myself that the authority which it gives will be | tants of Lower Louisiana are not undeserving 
exercised in a spirit corresponding with the patri- | the confidence of the Federal Government. The 
otic character of the State over which you pre- _ devoted spirit of our aes, STO war with 
side. | Spain was on the eve of breaking out, our un- 
Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my | shaken fidelity, in the midst of treasons and con- 
respectful consideration. spiracies, are irrefragable proofs of the incorrup- 
JAMES MADISON. | tbility of our honor, and of the sincerity of our 
His Excellency Gov. Snyper. affection to our common country. 
| But not only there is no longer any reason to 
| oppose the wish of the eitizens of this Territory, 
there exists powerful motives to induce your 
THE TERRITORY OF ORLEANS. honorable assembly to see it in a favorable point 
ole |of view. The system of government which you 
{Communicated to the Senate, March 12, 1810.] | “ap given them, because _ Abous”s * we 
ets old Mies. e convenient, does not suit either their physica 
Representatives of the United States : | nor their political situation. To use the expres- 
. mr | sions of the person who is at the head of our 
The inhabitants of the Territory of. Orleans, | Executive, when speaking of a particular branch 
become your countrymen by a combination of | of our Government: “The ordinance of 1787, 
political events, but as satisfied with the title of originally intended for a small agricultural so- 
citizens of the United States as if they had ac- | ciety, was of hazardous experiment ina Territory 
quired it from choice, raise up to you, through | like ours, populous, wealthy, and commercial. 
the organ of their Representatives, their respect- where the landed property is holden by titles so 
ful remonstrances on the inconveniences which, | various and complex, and where the principles of 
no doubt against your intentions, have been the | the common and civil law, the statutes of the 
inevitable consequences of the system of govern- | United States, and the municipal regulations of 
ment which you have given them. They appear | France and of Spain,” mingle together to render 
before your honorable assembly, full of confidence | the administration of our affairs more compli- 
in your justice, not to vent any complaints, but | cated and more embarrassing. Since the intro- 
toclaim their rights. They bring you not testi- | duction of that ordinance, asad experience has 
mony of their discontent, but the expression of | shown us its imperfection and insuthiciency. As 
their wishes and of their hopes; and they pray | we have been endeavoring to conciliate it with 
you, before you listen to their representations, to | our wants and our localities, the difficulties mul- 
accept the homage of the fidelity which they | tiplied themselves so much, that we now think it 
again swear to the Constitution of the United | impossible to establish harmony amidst the inco- 
States, and the tribute of admiration which they | herent materials of which our present Govern- 
pay to that sacred charter where the true princi- | ment is composed. 
ag Seppeepan weerten in indelible charac-| We live, however, at the distance of six hun- 
oe en 8 t ~ so -_ (OB of their sen- | dred leagues from your honorable assembly, who 
rep a y entreat you to lend an attentive ear | gave us those laws, and who alone has the right 
e object which they are going to submit to | of remedying the evils which they may have 
ame consideration. Its importance claims that | created. Convened, moreover, for the genera 
interests the fate of a great number of men, | good of the Union, occupied with great politica 
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The Territory of Orleans. 





subjects, on which depends the safety of the 
whole nation, you cannot, nay, o ought not, to 
stoop to the details of our local adapinistration ; 
and although you should consent to enter into 
the examination of those details, you are not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with our situation to have it 
in your power to ameliorate it. 
uch were undoubtedly the reasons which de- 
termined your honorable body to give us an 
elective Legislature. You thought that, by grant- 
ing us the privilege of making our own laws, you 
furnished us with the means of'securing our hap- 
iness.’ No doubt, legislators, such were your 
nevolent intentions. But how far that institu- 
tion fell short of the end for which it was estab- 
lished! From the bosom of that ordinance, which 
you had given us as a favor, inconveniences and 
difficulties have sprung which made our situation 
worse than it was before. 

In almost all the measures which we attempt 
to take for the amelioration of the government of 
the Territory, the provisions of the ordinance 
shackle our efforts. It would be preposterous to 
entertain your honorable assembly with the par- 
ticulars that form the mass of our grievances, and 
to conduct you through the windings of the laby- 
rinths of our administration. Higher objects call 
your attention, and bid us to spare the precious 
time which you are bound to employ for the 
general good of the nation. But without tiring 
your patience with useless details, if you will 
deign to cast an eye on the most striking incon- 
veniences of our present situation, you will be 
forced to acknowledge the necessity of granting 
to us more extensive powers wherewith to clear 
our way amidst the innumerable difficulties which 
reiterated changes of government have heaped 
around us. 

The absolute veto of the Executive; a Judi- 
ciary placed above the authority of the Legisla- 
ture; provisions only obscure, sometimes contra- 
dictory, which furnish-individuals whose private 
interests ate in opposition to the public welfare, 
with the means of creating doubts upon the most 
important subjects; powers and functions imper- 
fectly defined ; a complicated jurisprudence; an 
entangled chicane, in the vortex of which our 
business and fortunes are precipitated; public 
officers who often have no idea of our municipal 
laws, and do not understand the language of the 
great majority of our population; no voice in 
their election; no check on their conduct; no 
confidence, no harmony ; such is, legislators, the 
present state of government in the Territory of 
Orleans. It would even be more grievous if the 
Chief of our executive, to whom we owe this 
public testimony of our acknowledgment, had not 
united his efforts to ours to better our situation. 

But the palliative measures to which we recur 
offer little resistance to the torrent of disorder 
which flows from our Constitution itself. The 
only efficacious means to empluy is to drain the 
source of the evil, by changing entirely the actual 
system of our government. 

That remedy, legislators, is in your hands. No 
constitutional obstacle prevents you from using 











it. The condition which you have put to oy; 
admission into the Union, that of waiting uni 
the Territory should possess sixty thousand jp. 
habitants, can be repealed by the same authority 
which has imposed it. It does not emanate from 
the Constitution of the United States, it emanate; 
from your will. If you think the emancipatioy 
of this Territory to be a necessary measure be. 
cause of the physical and of the political situation 
of this country; because of its remoteness from 
the seat of the Federal Government, where we 
are now obliged to apply even for the details of 
our local administration; because of the confu. 
sion into which that administration has been 
plunged by the successive changes which it has 
experienced ; if you think that emancipation to 
be a salutary measure, as tending to bind more 
closely to the interests of the Union a population 
already knowa by their loyalty; if you think tha 
emancipation to be a just measure as the recom- 
pense of the irreproachable conduct which that 
population has pursued in critical and tempest. 
ucus times; nothing can, nay, nothing oughit, to 
prevent you from pronouncing the decree which 
we solicit, 

In vain would it be objected that our demand 
is premature; that our population does not yet 
amount to sixty thousand free inhabitants, as is 
required by the ordinance of 1787, originally 
made for the Territory Northwest of the Ohio, 
The articles of compact, which are included in 
that ordinance, cannot be considered as obligatory 
on us, since we stipulated, apgroved, accepted 
nothing; and the ordinance, with regard to us, is 
a law like the others, emanating solely from your 
will. If those articles are Obligatory On your 
part, they can be so only as containing an en- 
—s not to retard our incorporation into the 

nion beyond the epoch when our population 
shall amount to sixty thousand inhabitants; but 
by contracting the ebligation, not to deprive us 
of certain advantages, you did not part with your 
right of granting to us further favors. 

Such was your consideration of the subject, 
even with respect to those who were considered 
as contracting parties in the ordinance of 1787, 
when you erected, in 1802, the Territory of Ohio 
into a State, long before it possessed the number 
of inhabitants required by the ordinance. 

But although the law which you have estab- 
lished over us can be revoked by the same power 
that has dictated it, if through respect for ancient 
institutions, if through attachment for a plan of 
government which was successively applied to 
your several Territories, you should persist in re- 
quiring, as a condition of our incorporation, that 
our Pea should amount to sixty thousand 
free inhabitants, then we might abandon the hope 
ever to see the change which is the object of our 
wishes. Our Territory, though vast, cannot admit 
of any large increase of population. Nearly al! 
the lands conveniently situated are occupied ; 
immense swamps cover a great proportion of the 
remaining part of the country, and such uninhab- 
ited lands as are cultivable are chiefly to be found 
towards the limits of our Territory. Such a situ- 
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ation threatens, therefore, at least the present 
_ generation, never to see the epoch of their eman- 
cipation, if your honorable assembly should not 
_ yield to the powerful reasons which now make it 
" convenient, or rather necessary. 
_ Must we add, to what has been above repre- 
- sented, that we are capable of appreciating the 
‘advantages of the Government which we pray 
| you to extend tous? Do you suppose it possible 
' that we should have enjoyed during several years 
» a portion of that precious liberty which you alone 
‘have preserved, amidst the subjection of all the 
civilized nations, and that we should not wish to 
possess it entirely ? Do you doubt that we would 
' receive with transport the favor which we solicit 
from your liberality and your justice? And do 
_ you hesitate to believe that, once in possession of 
» our independenee, it shall not be wrested from us 
‘but with our lives? No, legislators, your reason 
| must persuade you that the emancipation of the 
Territory of Orleans is ardently desired by its in- 
habitants; and your heart must tell you that, by 
extending independence to them, you will forever 
secure their friendship and their devotion. 
THOMAS URQUHART, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 
J.D. D. BELLECHASSE, 
President of the Legislative Council. 
E. FROMENTIN, 
Clerk to the House of Representatives. 
Attest : P. DERBIGNY, 
Secretary to the Legislative Council. 


Attest: 


BOUNDARY BETWEEN GEORGIA AND 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


[Communicated to the House, April 26, 1810.] 
In Senate, November 18, 1809. 


To the President and gentlemen of the Senate, and to 
the Speaker and gentlemen of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress assembled : 


The State of Georgia, by her convention with 
the United States bearing date the 24th day of 
April, which was in the year 1802, for the ces- 
sion of her western territory, having acquired a 
right to a certain tract of country, which was 
west of South Carolina, and separated the States 
of North Carolina and Georgia; and the Com- 
missioners on the part of the United States hav- 
ing held forth to the Commissioners of Georgia 
on that occasion, this territory, as a strong and 
valuable part of the consideration offered by the 
United States for the completion of that con- 
vention :— 

The State of Georgia sent her Surveyor Gen- 
eral to ascertain the extent and quality of the 
territory she had thus acquired; he ascertained 
the boundaries to be at points that had long been 
supposed by South Carolina, and all the prece- 
dent claims to this tract of country; Georgia 
then proceeded, under the solemn convention she 
had entered into with the United States, to ex- 
tend her laws and Government over the people 

llth Con. 2d Sess. —72 
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there resident, and she then, with astonishment, 
first heard that her claims were to be resisted by 
North Carolina, unless she would agree to sanc- 
tion grants that had issued from the Government 
of that State, and which would swallow up the 
right of soil through the whole extent of country ; 
the sanctioning of which would have overthrown 
her benevolent intentions to its resident inhabit- 
ants, and confirmed a system of speculation 
which it had been the effort of Georgia to weed 
out of the limits of her State. 

The documents subjoined to this address (and 
marked No. 1) will confirm what is here ad- 
vanced. 

Georgia, disappointed in her application to 
North Carolina, then addressed herself to Con- 
gress on the subject; her Representatives ab- 
stained, however, from pressing the affair, on re- 
ceiving assurances from the Delegation of the 
State of North Carolina that they would repre- 
sent to their own State the necessity of meeting 
on some other grounds the requisition of Georgia. 

In consequence of this application North Caro- 
lina did appoint Commissioners, who met Com- 
misioners trom Georgia. Some observations were 
made of the latitude of places, supposed about 
the boundaries of the two States. But because 
those observations were contrary to all that had 
been made before them; because they were di- 
rectly against the opinionsof persons best informed 
upon the subject, from neighboring States; because 
they were not confided in by the citizens claimed 
of Georgia, resident in the country; and, above 
all, because the observations made were them- 
selves so variant (where a variation to such an 
extent was not to be expected) as to demonstrate 
that there was an error in the men employed, or 
in the instruments used :— 

The Legislature of Georgia, from some or all 
of these reasons, refused her assent to the boun- 
daries that would have been fixed by these ob- 
servations, and again requested North Carolina 
to appoint Commissioners, that the doubts on the 
subject might be removed; that if Georgia had 
no just claim to a territory for which, by her 
convention with the United States, she had 


allowed a valuable consideration, she might have 


satisfactory and conclusive testimony. This ap- 
plication, though reiterated, has been rejected; 
this requisition, though pressed by the Govern- 
ment of Georgia to a wearisome length, has met 
with nothing but denial from her sister State, as 
the documents annexed to this memorial (and 
marked No. 2) will confirm. 

The Legislature of Georgia now see but one 
mode of calming the irritations that have arisen 
between the two States on this subject; they, 
therefore, apply to the Government of the Uni- 
ted Staies to appoint a proper person to run the 
dividing line between the two States, through the 
whole extent, either at the expense of the Union, 
as Georgia believes she hasa right to demand, 
or, at the expense of the two States, if Congress 
should so insist. 

Be it, therefore, resolved by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of Georgia 
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in General Assembly met, and by the authority of| On inquiry, I find the country 


the same, That our Senators and Representatives 
in the Congress of the United States press upon 
the attention of the General Government the sub- 
ject matter of the preceding memorial. 

And be it further resolved, That His Excellency 
the Governor, transmit to our delegation in Con- 
gress the preceding memorial and resolution. 

Read and pease. 

H. MITCHELL. Pres’t., 
Attest: W. ROBERTSON, Sec’ry. 


In the House of Representatives, read, and 


concurred in. 
B. WHITAKER, Speaker, 
Attest: H. HOLT, Clerk. 


Executive Department, Georaia, 
December 15, 1809. 
Presented, read, and approved. 
D. B. MITCHELL, Governor, 
Attest: E. EARLY, Secretary, E. D. 


Secretary or State’s Orrice, 
MILLEDGvILLE, February 7, 1810. 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
the original deposited in this office, with the 
great seal of the State affixed thereto. 

H. MARBURY, Seer’y of State. 


Executive Department, Georaia, 
LovuisviLt_Le, December 10, 1806. 
Sir: Agreeably toa resolution of the General As- 
sembly of this State, [ do myself the honor to en- 
close to your Excellency copies of sundry resolu- 
tions, passed at their last session, relative to ascer- 
taining the limits of this State. In conformity 
with one of the resolutions, the Legislature did, on 
the 5th instant, proceed to elect Commissioners 
on the part of this State, when it appeared that 
Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Flournoy, and Wil- 
liam Barnett, Esquires, were elected to ascertain 
the 35th degree of north latitude, and plainly to 
mark the dividing line between the States of 
North Carolina and Georgia. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
JARED IRWIN. 
His Exc’y the Governor of North Carolina. 


Executive DeparTMENT, 
Raceien, (N. C.,) Jan. 1, 1807. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
=f of your Excellency’s favor, dated the 10th 
of December last, accompanied with certain res- 
lutions entered into by the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia, relative to the boundary line. 

It was with satisfaction I saw that measures 
had been adopted that may, and no doubt will, 
lead to an amicable adjustment of our territorial 
differences. 

Enclosed you wili receive the copy of a law 
passed by the Legislature of North Carolina at 
its last session; by adverting to it you will ob- 
serve that the objectionable parts of the former 
law are removed ; thus it is expected that no dif- 
ficulty can result in determining the equitable 
claims of the two States by their conferees. 


Boundary between North Carolina and ‘Georgia. 


in the neighbor. 
hood of the boundary is thinly inhabited, ang 
that it is hardly probable that the Commissione;, 
can be comfortably accommodated in its Vicinity 
during their negotiations. Permit me, therefore 
to propose Buncombe court-house, in this State. 
as a suitable place, for the meeting of the Com. 
missioners, and that the same should take place 
on the 20th of April next. If, however, neither 
the time nor place should meet with your appro. 
bation, please to alter them so as to make j 
agreeable to the Commissioners on the part of 
Georgia, as no difficulty shall arise on this head, 
as the Commissioners on the part of this State 
are disposed to accede to any proposition in this 
respect that you should be pleased to make. 

The Commissioners appointed by this State on 
the subject of boundary are Messrs. John Steele, 
John Moore, and James Willborn. 

You will please to inform me by the earlies: 
opportunity what arrangement you have though 
proper to make on this important business. 

With high consideration and respect. &c. 

NATH’L ALEXANDER. 

His Exc’y the Governor of Georgia. 


Executive DepartTMeEn’, 
Loutsvitue, (Ga.,) March 11, 1807. 
Sin: Immediately upon the receipt of your 
letter of the 1st of January last, | wrote the Com- 
missioners, on the part of this State, and informed 
them of the time and place proposed by your Ex- 
cellency for the Commissioners on the part of 
both States to meet at and adjust our differences 
respecting boundary ; to which I received their 
answers on the 27th ultimo, wherein they inform- 
ed me that they will be at the place appointed by 
you on the 15th of June next, of which you will 
please to notify the Commissioners on the par 
of the State over which you preside. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JARED IRWIN. 
His Exc’y the Governor 9f North Carolina. 


Executive DerarTMeEnt, 
Raveien, (N. C.,) March 25, 1807. 

Sir: It is with pleasure I acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter dated the 11th instant, in an- 
swer to mine dated the Ist of January last, on 
the subject of boundary. I do not hesitate to say 
that the time proposed will be considered agree- 
able to the Commissioners of this State ; I shall 
accordingly instruct them to proceed to Bun- 
combe court-house, within this State, to be there 
on the 15th of June next, as proposed, prepared 
to enter upon the duties of their appointment. 
On the 14th day of the present month, I had the 
honor of addressing a letter to you, wherein | 
declined a meeting of the Commissioners on the 
28th of April next as proposed, for the want o! 
time to make the necessary arrangements, as | 
had not heard from you, but your last communi- 
cation has obviated all difficulty, I hope. 

Ihave, &c. N. ALEXANDER. 
His Exe’y Jarev Irwin, Governor of Georgia. 
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Jury 25, 1807. 


e undersigned, a majority of the Commis- 
eee pointed to Desertain the thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude, and on that parallel 
to run and plainly mark the boundary line be- 
tween the Biates of Georgia and North Caro- 
lina, respectfully report: 


That, in pursuance of the power and authority 
in us vested, we proceeded to Buncombe court- 
house, in the State of North Carolina, and there, 
on the 15th day of June, (as previously agreed 
on,) we were met by Generals John Steele, John 
Moore, and James Willborn, accompanied by 
their artist, the Reverend Joseph Caldwell. The 
day after our meeting a board was formed, and 
the business of our mission was entered into, 
after exchanging and re-exchanging credentials, 
and being satistied that the powers given to the 
Commissioners by each State were sufficiently 
ample. It was then proposed by the Commis- 
sioners, on the part of North Carolina, that some 
previous arrangements ought to take place rela- 
tive to the claimants, under patents from the 
State of North Carolina, so far as they covered 
land which might be found to be within the lim- 
its of the State of Georgia, on our ascertaining 
the line; and that, so far as the Commissioners 
were competent, an amuesty for all disorders and 
offences (under the degree of capital) heretofore 
committed within the county of Walton should 
beagreed on. On these subjects it was thought 
expedient to reduce to writing the sense of the 
Commissioners, which was accordingly done in 
the form of articles, which is herewith transmit- 
ted,and distinguished by No. 1. 

[t will be perceived, by the tenor of this instru- 
ment, that the Commissioners on the part of 
North Carolina, entertained no manner of doubt 
but that the line of demarcation between the two 
States would be found in the neighborhood of the 
place where preceding astronomical observations 
had fixed it. It was then proposed and agreed to, 
that the Commissioners should forthwith proceed 
to the house of a Mr. Justice, living on the route 
from Ashville to the Blue ridge, and about three 
miles from that part of the ridge where the Ken- 
tucky road from South Carolina crosses the 
same, 

On our arrival at this place, an artificial hori- 
zon Was prepared, under the direction and super- 
intendence of Mr. Meigs, on the part of Georgia, 
and Mr. Caldwell, on the part of North Carolina. 
The result of their observations, as reported to 
the Commissioners, will be found on the journal 
herewith transmitted, marked with the letter A. 
Taking the mean difference it is found that Jus- 
tice’s is on latitude, north 35° 22’ 32” 20/” We 
take leave to state, that when the report of this 
first observation made at Justice’s, was received, 
our astonishment and disappointment were great 
in the extreme. We who had been taught to be- 
lieve, from preceding calculations, and those 
made under the authority of our Government, 
aud by a person whose public station obliged us 
to believe that a scientific fault could not be at- 
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tributed to him, had the most abundant reason to 
be astonished and mortified at the result of this 
first attempt, which made a difference, and varied 
from the preceding observations, twenty miles or 
upward. The case was the more perplexing and 
unaccountable, when we reflected that all the 
observations, both by the Surveyor General of 
this State, and the present artists, were made by 
the same kind of instruments, and such as have 
become proverbial for their verity and accuracy. 
We were, however, accompanied by an artist ap- 
pointed by the Government, whose talents and 
integrity we had no reason to doubt, and of course 
were under the necessity of suspending our as- 
tonishment, and proceeding on the duty assigned 
us. After his observation was made, and report- 
ed, which was on Sunday, the 21st day of June, 
making the mean difference, as above stated, we 
proceeded about fifteen miles west to a Mr. Lane’s, 
near the mouths of Davidson’s and Little rivers, 
where Mr. Sturges ascertained the thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude to be. At this place, on 
the 22d June, great pains were taken to construct 
an artificial horizon, with which each of the as- 
tronomers expressed themselves satisfied. On 
taking the latitude of this place, the report stands 


thus: 
o / 4/ 


North Carolina - - - - 3517 6 93 
Georgia : - - - - 35 18 10 22 

After finding, from the foregoing observation, 
that we were upward of seventeen minutes north 
of the desired point, we agreed to proceed to Ce- 
sar’s head, a place on the Blue ridge, about twelve 
horizontal miles directly south, and in the vicin- 
ity of Dowthet’s Gap. It was stated by those 
persons present, who were said to be best inform- 
ed, that this was the most southern point to be 
found on the Blue ridge within the present boun- 
dary line, and that here a natural and smooth 
horizon might be commanded, which situation 
was stated by the attendant astronomers to be all 
important. On our arrival at this place, within 
one hundred yards of the summit of the Blue 
ridge, the astronomers, after having viewed the 
heights, verbally stated that an artificial horizon 
was again to be resorted to, alleging that the 
view of the natural horizon from the mountain 
was too distant and remote to be depended on: 
whether this was a sound reason for abandoning 
a natural, and resorting to an artificial horizon, 
we leave to others better skilled in this important 
science than ourselves to determine. We can 
pow only say, what we then said, that the reason 
offered for relinquishing a natural horizon, and 
embracing an artificial one, did not appear to us 
satisfactory. An artificial horizon was then con- 
structed in view of our camp; on the 24th of 
June observations were taken and produced the 
following result: 


“ur 


° 


11 1..0 
9 15 21 


4"? 
Georgia ° a 2 a 
North Carolina” - * 3 


On the 26th June (the 25th being 
cloudy) the observations were : 


- 35 
- 35 
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° ’ " 4) portion of the said claims, and the peculiar ¢j;. 
Georgia - - - - - 35 6 20 24/ cumstances which entitle them to consideration 
North Carolina - -— - - 35 7 21 11/ the said Commissioners promise and agree ;, 
And, on the 28th June, which was recommend them in a special manner to the |jp. 
the last observation : erality of their government, not doubting by 
Georgia makes the latitude - ~- 35 02 57 56] that the Legislature thereof will by iaw provide 
North Carolina - - - - 35 04 54 04/ for the confirmation and establishment of the 
This last observation (on the 28th) was made] said titles in a manner which will afford a satis. 
under very unfavorable circumstances, as the | factory and adequate relief; and to this end the 
clouds obscured the sun about the time he was on | said Commissioners will recommend the estab. 
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the meridian, in such a degree that only an im- 
perfect glimpse could be obtained. 

The Commissioners on the part of each State 
believing, from the observations made and re- 
ported by the attendant artists, that the thirty- 
fifth degree of north latitude could not be found 
on the summit or to the north of the most south- 
ern point of the Blue ridge, agreed to and signed 
certain articles of agreement, which are called 
articles supplementary to those entered into at 
Ashville, to which we beg leave to refer. 

The reports of the astronomers, on the part of 
each State, are herewith transmitted. 

Mr. Secretary Robinson is in the possession of 
the journal of our proceedings, from the time of 
our meeting at Greenville until the close of our 
mission, together with a statement of expendi- 
tures, and the necessary vouchers, all which he is 
directed to lay before your Excellency on his re- 
turn to the seat of Government. 

We have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS P. CARNES, 
WILLIAM BARNETT. 
His Exc’y Jarep Irwin, Governor of Georgia. 






















The Commissioners, on the part of the States of 
Georgia and North Carolina, having freely ex- 
changed ideas on the subject of their mission, 
and believing that every measure ought to be 
pursued which would bear the stamp of con- 
ciliation and good will, have agreed to the fol- 
lowing articles: 


ARTICLE 1. It is mutually agreed and admitted 
that the territories of the said States of Georgia 
and North Carolina, as far as they adjoin each 
other, are, and of right ought to be, separated 
and bounded by the thirty-fifth degree of north 
latitude, and for the purpose of preventing in fu- 
ture all manner of Seitialons concerning juris- 
diction, the underwritten Commissioners will 
a forthwith to ascertain the said thirty- 

fth degree of north latitude, and to run and mark 
the line accordingly ; which line, when ascer- 
tained and completed with joint concurrence, 
shall forever after be regarded as the line of sep- 
aration and boundary between the two States. 

Art. 2, The Commissioners on the part of 
Georgia do not consider their powers competent 
to enter into any stipulations which would bind 
the government of the said State to confirm en- 
tries or grants for land heretofore made or ob- 
tained under the authority of the State of North 
Carolina, which land, on the running of the line, 
may be found to be within the State of Georgia ; 
but impressed with the justice of a certain pro- 

























lishment of an impartial tribunal for the specia| 
purpose of inquiring into, and ascertaining the 
various descriptions of such claims, and of deter. 
mining on each, according to their respective 
merits, and as reason and equity may require, 


which tribunal, the said Commissioners will also 


recommend, to be composed of three persons, to 


be appointed and paid by each State ; but they 


shall convene and hold their meetings in the 


State of Georgia, and their decisions shal] be 
conclusive. 

Arr. 3. There having been great dissensions 
between the people resident in the neighboring 
counties of Buncombe and Walton, and the said 
dissensions having produced many riots, routs, 
affrays, assaults, batteries, trespasses, woundings, 
and imprisonments, as well on one side as on the 
other, and it being of primary importance that 
peace and tranquillity should be restored, and all 
animosity and ill-will forever buried between 
people who, from their local situations, will, in 
all probability, be constrained to continue in the 
vicinity of each other; and as the several out- 
rages committed on both sides proceeded more 
(as the undersigned are impressed) from a mis- 
taken zeal to support the Government to which 
they thought themselves constitutionally bound, 
than from a wish to injure their neighbors, or 
disturb the public peace, the undersigned agree 
to recommend, in the most earnest manner, to 
the Legislatures of their respective States to pass 
laws of amnesty. forgiveness, and oblivion, for 
all such offences (under the — of capital) as 
may have been committed within the said coun- 
ties of Buncombe and Walton, respectively, sub- 
sequent to the 10th day of December, in the year 
1803, and which shall have arisen from, and had 
relation to, the disputes which existed concern- 
ing the jurisdiction of the two States. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set 
our hands and affixed our seals, as Commis- 
sioners of our respective States, at Buncombe 
court-house, in the State of North Carolina, the 
18th day of June, in the year 1807. 

JOHN STEELE, L. 
THOMAS P. CARNES, [.. 
JOHN MOORE, L. 
WM. BARNETT, I 
JAMES WILLBORN. I 


Signed, sealed, and interchangeably delivered, 
by thé Commissioners of the two States, in pres- 
ence of us, who have hereunto subscribed as wil 


nesses. 


Witnesses: James Call, Wm. Robertson, Jo- 


seph Caldwell, J. Meigs. 
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Boundary between North Carolina and Georgia. 


The Commissioners of the States of Georgia 
and North Carolina having discovered, by re- 
ated astronomical observations made on the 
Blue ridge and elsewhere, that the thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude is not to be found on any 
art of the said ridge of mountains, east of the 
line established by the General Government, as 
the temporary boundary between the white peo- 
le and the Indians, and having no authority to 
roceed over that, boundary for the purpose of 
| ascertaining the said thirty-fifth degree of north 
jatitude, and of running and marking the line ac- 
cordingly : and being desirous that all causes of 
collision or irritation between the jurisdictions 
| and people of the two States, may be effectually 
and completely prevented, have agreed to the fol- 
lowing articles in addition and supplementary to 
the convention agreed to at Buncombe court- 
house, on the 18th day of the present month, viz: 
Art. 1. The Commissioners of Georgia, for 
and on the part of their State, acknowledge and 
admit, which acknowledgment and admission are 
founded on the aforesaid astronomical observa- 
tions, that the State of Georgia hath no claim to 
the soil or jurisdiction of any part of the territory 
northwest of the ridge of mountains which di- 
vides the eastern from the western waters. com- 
monly called the Blue ridge, and east or south of 
the present temporary boundary line between the 
white people and the Indians. 

And that they will, consequently, recommend 
tothe Legislature of the State of Georgia to re- 
peal, at their next ensuing session, the act to es- 
tablish the county of Walton, and to abrogate 
and to annul all + Seat di Ministerial. or other 
proceedings for the organization thereof. 

Art. 2. The Commissioners, on the part of the 
State of North Carolina, promise and agree to 
recommend to their Government, and particu- 
larly to the magistrates, sheriffs, and other officers, 
civil and military, in the county of Buncombe, to 
execute the laws concerning forfeitures and pen- 
alties, and in every other respect where the State 
may be concerned, (under the degree of felony,) 
upon and towards the people who have adhered 
tothe State of Georgia in the late dissensions 
concerning jurisdictions, with mildness and clem- 
ency, and if the said officers can do it consistently 
with their obligations of official duty, that they 
forbear to institute suits, and to distrain or exe- 
cute for forfeitures and penalties incurred as afore- 
said, between the 10th day of December, in the 
year 1803, and the date of this agreement, until the 
sense of the Legislature shall be had and known 
thereon. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our 
hands and affixed our seals, as Commissioners of 
our respective States, near Dowthet’s Gap, on the 
summit of the Blue ridge, the twenty-seventh day 
of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred 


and seven. 
JOHN STEELE, 
T. P. CARNES, 
JOHN MOORE, 
WILLIAM BARNETT, 
JAMES WILLBORN. 


Signed, sealed, and interchangeably delivered, 
by the Commissioners of the two States, in pres- 


ence of us, who have subscribed hereunto as wit- 
nesses, 


Witnesses : 
J. Metes, 
JoserH CALDWELL, 
Wm. Ropertson, 
Amos Justice. 


A. 


At Mr. Justice’s, 
Saturday, June 20, 1807. 

We have had but one satisfactory observation, 
which we made this day. The result of an aver- 
age or mean, is, that we are in the latitude of 
thirty-five degrees, twenty-two minutes, thirty- 
two seconds and twenty thirds, north, viz: 35° 
22! 32” 20” 

We are confident that it will be advisable for 
the Commissioners to proceed to a station further 
southward, that we may be able to perform with 
satisfaction to ourselves the duty assigned to us. 

J. MEIGS, 
J. CALDWELL. 

To the Commissioners, &c. 


At Mr. Lane’s, 
Monday, June 22, 1807. 

GENTLEMEN: We agree that thecircumstances 
attending our astronomical observation this day 
have been as favorable as we have a right to ex- 
pect in any case where the principles of Hadley’s 
quadrant, or the sextant, constitute the first object, 
and we find the latitude to be thus: viz: 

The astronomer, on the part of North Caro- 
lina, makes the latitude to be thirty-five degrees, 
seventeen minutes, six seconds, and ninety-three 
thirds. And the astronomer, on the part of Geor- 
gia, makes the latitude thirty-five degrees, eigh- 
teen minutes, ten seconds, and twenty-two thirds. 

° ‘ “ow 
North Carolina - - - - 3517 693 
Georgia . - - - - 35 18 10 22 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. MEIGS, 
J. CALDWELL. 
To the Commissioners, &c. 


Near Dowruaert’s Gap, Buiue Ringe, 
June 24, 1807. 

GenTLemMeN: The circumstances attending our 
astronomical observation this day have not been 
so favorable as we wished ; however, we had a 
glimpse of the suo at or very near his meridian 
altitude. 

The result is as follows, viz: 

Georgia gives the latitude to be thirty-five de- 
grees, eleven minutes, and one second north. 

North Carolina gives the latitude thirty-five 
degrees, nine minutes, fifteen seconds, and twen- 
ty-one thirds, viz: 
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Georgia - - - - - 3511 1 0 
North Carolina - - - - 35 91521 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. CALDWELL, 
J. MEIGS. 


To the Commissioners, &c. 





Near Dowruet’s Gap, June 26, 1807. 


GENTLEMEN: We had but a momentary view 
of the sun when on the meridian yesterday, as 
the result of which we state the latitude to be 
thus, viz : 

Georgia makes it thirty-five degrees, six min- 
utes, twenty seconds, and twenty-four thirds. 

North Carolina makes it thirty five degrees, 
seven minutes, twenty-one seconds, and eleven 
thirds. 


° a Ww 000 


Georgia Bs Sy Pe Sy ie a 
North Carolina - - - - 35 721 11 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. MEIGS, 
J. CALDWELL. 
To the Commissioners, &c. 





Dowtuet’s Gap, June 28, 1807. 


To the Commissioners of North Carolina and 
Georgia, for ascertaining the boundary line be- 
tween the two States. The artists acting for 
them report: 

That, by observation made this day, which 
each pronounce to be exceedingly uncertain, on 
account of cloudy weather, the artist, on the part 
of Georgia, has found the latitude of this a 
to be thirty-five degrees, two minutes, fifty-seven 
seconds, and fifty-six thirds; and the artist, on 
the part of North Carolina, has found the latitude 
to be thirty-five degrees, four minutes, fifty-four 
seconds, and four-thirds. 


Georgia Gis) ie 35 2 57 56 
North Carolina - - - - 35 454 4 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. MEIGS, 
J. CALDWELL. 


OO. Sin, 





Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, Dec. 28, 1808. 


Sir: The Legislature of this State, at their 
last session, passed a resolution requesting me to 
write your Excellency, and to urge the necessity of 
your appointing Commissioners to meet those 
appointed last Winter, on the part of this State, 
to ascertain the thirty-fifth degree of north lati- 
tude, and to mark the dividing line between the 
two States. 

Permit me to request your Excellency’s atten- 
tion to this business as early as possible. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your Excellency’s 
most obedient servant, 


JARED IRWIN. 
His Exc’y the Governor of N. Carolina. 
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Norts Carouina, 
Raleigh, March 21, 1809, 


Sir: I am sorry a temporary absence from this 
place has prevented my answering sooner your 
favor of the 28th of December last. 

It would afford me real gratification to cont;j- 
bute to the friendiy adjustment of those differ. 
ences on the subject of boundary, which have 
for some time unhappily subsisted between the 
two States. 

As intimated by my predecessor, Governor 
Williams, in his letter of the 10th of July last, in 
answer to yours of the 17th of March, and 9th of 
June, 1808, your letters, with the resolutions of 
the State of Georgia. sent with the first, were, by 
him, laid before our Legislature at their late ses- 
sion, who resolved to concur in the report of a 
committee thereon, of which I send you a copy, 
enclosed, as also copies of two acts passed at the 
session preceding upon the same subject. From 
them you will perceive that the Legislature of 
this State consider the subject of difference as 
solemuly adjusted. Indeed, it does not readily 
oceur on what basis the adjustment is to rest, if 
not upon that where it now stands. 

The plighted faith of the two States to abide 
by the determination of Commissioners, mutually 
chosen for the purpose of making the adjustment, 
and the adjustment of those Commissioners ac- 
tually made, I cannot, therefore, consistently with 
my sense of duty, make the appointments urged 
in your letter of December last. 

I have the honor to be &c. 

DAVID STONE. 

His Exc’y the Governor of Georgia. 





Executive DeparTMENt, Georgia, 
MILLepGeviLLe, March 16, 1809. 
Sir: I wrote you on the 28th of December last, 
requesting your Excellency to inform me whe- 
ther you intended to send Commissioners on the 
part of North Carolina, to meet those appointed 
on the part of this State, to ascertain the thirty- 
fifth degree of north latitude, and to mark the 
dividing line between the two States, to which 
I have not been favored with an answer. Per- 
mit me again to urge the necessity of having the 
line permanently fixed. The unhappy situation 
of the inhabitants of that tract of country, called 
Walton county, calls aloud for an adjustment of 
the existing difference between the two States 
relative to boundary. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JARED IRWIN. 
His Exc’y the Governor of North Carolina. 





Strate or Norta Caro.ina, 
Rateian, April 19, 1809. 
Sir: your Excellency’s letter of the 28th of 
December last was answered on the 2ist of last 
month, and I regret very much it had not been 
in my power to pay earlier attention to the sub- 


ject; presuming that my answer abovementioned 


has been received, I shall at present beg leave to 
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refer to that as an answer, also to your favor of 
the 16th of March. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
DAVID STONE. 
His Exe’y the Governor of Georgia. 


Whereas the States of Georgia and North Car- 
olina, by their respective Commissioners duly au- 
thorized for that purpose, did, on the 18th day of 
June, n the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and seven, at Buncombe court-house, 
enter into articles of conventional agreement, as 
follows : 


Art. 1. It is mutually agreed and admitted, 
that the territories of the said States of Georgia 
and North Carolina, as far as they adjoin each 
other, are and of right ought to be separated, and 
bounded by the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude; 
and, for the purpose of preventing in future all 
manner of dissensions concerning jurisdiction, the 
underwritten Commissioners will proceed forth- 
with to ascertain the said thirty-fifth degree of 
north latitude, and to run and mark the line ac- 
cordingly; which line, when ascertained and 
completed with joint concurrence, shall forever 
after be regarded as the line of separation and 
boundary between the two States. 

Art. 2. The Commissioners, on the part of 
Georgia, do not consider their powers competent 
to enter into any stipulations which would bind 
the Government of the said States to confirm 
entries or grants for land heretofore made or ob- 
tained under the authority of the State of North 
Carolina, which land, on the running of the line, 
may be found to be within the State of Georgia ; 
but, impressed with the justice of a certain pro- 
portion of the said claims, and the peculiar cir- 
cumstances which entitle them to consideration, 
the said Commissioners promise and agree to re- 
commend them ina special manner to the lib- 
erality of the Government, not doubting but that 
the Legislature thereof will, by law, provide for 
the confirmation and establishment of the said 
titles in a manner which will afford. satisfactory 
and adequate relief; and to this end the said Com- 
missioners will recommend the establishment of 
an impartial tribunal for the special purpose of 
inquiring into, and ascertaining the various de- 
scriptions of such claims, and of determining on 
each, according to their respective merits, and as 
reason and equity may require; which tribunal 
the said Commissioners will also recommend to 
be composed of three persons, to be appointed 
and paid by each State; but they shall convene 
and hold their meetings in the State of Georgia, 
and their decisions shall be conclusive. 

Arr. 3. There having been great dissensions 


Boundary between North 


Carolina and Georgia. 


tween the people who, from their local situation, 
will, io all probability, be constrained to con- 
tinue in the vicinity of each other; and, as the 
several outrages committed on both sides pro- 
ceeded more (as the undersigned are impressed) 
from a mistaken. zeal to support the Government 
to which they thought themselves constitution- 
ally bound, than from a wish to injure their 
neighbors or disturb the public peace, the under- 
signed agree to recommend, in the most earnest 
manner, to the Legislatures of their respective 
States to pass laws of amnesty, forgiveness, and 
oblivion for all such offences (under the degree 
of capital) as may have been committed within 
the said counties of Buncombe and Walton, re- 
spectively, subsequent to the 10th day of Decem- 
ber, 1803, and which shall have arisen from and 
had relation to the disputes which existed con- 
cerning the jurisdiction of the two States, 

And whereas, the said Commissioners, with 
like authority, did, on the 27th day-of June, in 
the year aforesaid, at Dowthet’s Gap, enter into 
articles in addition and supplementary to the con- 
vention agreed on between the Commissioners 
of Georgia and North Carolina at Buncombe 
court-house, on the 18th day of June, in the year 
aforesaid, which articles are as follows: 

The Commissioners of the States of Georgia 
and North Carolina having discovered, by re- 
peated astronomical observations made on the 
Blue ridge, and elsewhere, that the thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude is not to be found on any 
part of said ridge of mountains, east of the line 
established by the General Government as the 
temporary boundary between the white people 
and the Indians; and, having no authority to 
proceed over that boundary for the purpose of as- 
certaining the said thirty-fifth degree of north 
latitude, and of running and striking the line ac- 
cordingly: and being desirous that all causes of 
collision and irritation between the jurisdictions 
and people of the two States may be eventually 
and completely prevented, have agreed to the fol- 
lowing articles in addition and supplementary to 
the convention agreed to at Buncombe court- 
house on the 18th day of the present month, viz: 

Art. 1. The Commissioners of Georgia, for 
and on the part of their State, acknowledge and 
admit, which acknowledgement and admission 
are founded on the aforesaid astronomical obser- 
vations, that the State of Georgia hath no claim 
to the soil or jurisdiction of any part of the ter- 
ritory north or west of the ridge of mountains 
which divides the Eastern from the Western 
waters, commonly called the Blue ridge, and east 
or south of the present temporary boundary line 
between the white people and the Indians; and 
that they will consequently recommend to the 


between the people resident in the neighboring | Legisiature of the State of Georgia to repeal, at 
counties of Buncombe and Walton, and the said | their next ensuing session, the act to establish the 
dissensions having produced many riots, routs, county of Walton, and to abrogate and annul all 
affrays, assaults, batteries, trespasses, woundings, | Executive and ministerial or other proceedings 
and imprisonments, as well on the one side as on | for the organization thereof. 

the other, and it being of primary importance; Arr. 2. The Commissioners, on the part of the 
that peace and tranquillity should be restored,| State of North Carolina, promise and agree to 
and all animosity and ill-will forever buried be- | recommend to their Government, and particularly 
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‘to the magistrates, sheriffs, and other officers, civil Strate or Norts Carouina, 
and military, in the county of Buncombe, to ex- Secretary’s Orrice, March 22, 1809, 
secute the laws concerning forfeitures and penal-| This certifies that the above is a true copy, 


ties ; and in any other respect, where the State | taken from the original in this office. Given un. 
may be concerned, (under the degree of felony,) | der my hand at Raleigh, the date aforesaid, 


upon and towards the people who have adhered .M. WHITE, Secretary, 
to the State of Georgia in the late dissensions Strate oF Norts Carouina. 
concerning jurisdictions, with mildness and clem- In the Senate, Dec. 7, 1808. 
—_ and if the said officers can do it consist- Mr. Smita delivered in the following report 
ently with their obligations of official duty, that | to wit: 


they forbear to institute suits, and to distrain or 
execute for forfeitures and penalties incurred as 
aforesaid, between the 10th day of December, in 
the year 1803 and the date of this agreement, un- 
til the sense of the Legislature shall be had, and 
known thereon. 

In order, therefore, that said conventional agree- 
meant and the articles additional and supplemen- 
tary thereto, may be carried into full and com- 
plete effect, 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, That the said con- 
ventional agreement, and the articles in addition 
and supplementary thereto. and all and every ar- 
ticle and clause thereof be, and the same are here- 
by fully ratified and confirmed. 

Read three times, and ratified in General As- 
sembly, the 17th day of December, A. D. 1807. 

JOSEPH RIDDICK, S. S. 
JOSHUA G. WRIGHT, S. H. C. 


Strate or Nortsa Caro.ina, 
Secretary’s Orfice, March 22, 1809. 
This certifies that the foregoing is a true copy, 
taken from the original in this office. Given un- 
der my hand at Raleigh, the date aforesaid, 
W. M. WHITE, Secretary. 


The Committee on the Governor’s message, 
taking into consideration that part thereof respect. 
ing the boundary between this State and Georgia, 
report: That they do not a the necessity 
or propriety of this State taking any further mea- 
sures at present respecting a dispute which they 
consider settled, in a solemn convention signed 
on the 18th of June, 1807, at Buncombe court. 
house, by the Commissioners of Georgia and 
North Carolina duly authorized on the part of 
each State, and by certain articles entered into, 
agreed upon, and signed by said Commissioners 
on the 27th of June, in the same year, at Dow. 
thet’s Gap. Submitted, 

BENJAMIN SMITH, Ch. 

The foregoing report being read: 

Resolved, That this House do concur therewith. 

By order: J. RIDDICK, S. 8. 

M. STOKES, Clerk. 


In THE House or Commons, Dec. 8, 1808. 
The foregoing report being read: 
Resolved, That this House do concur therewith 
By order; 
JOSHUA G. WRIGHT, 8S. H. C. 
P. HENDERSON, Clerk, H. C. 


Stare or Norra Caro.ina, 
Secretary’s Office, March 22, 1809. 
This certifies that the aforegoing is a true copy 
An Act to pardon certain offences committed in that | t@ken from the Journals of the General Assem- 
part of Buncombe county formerly claimed by the bly of this State. 
State of Georgia. W. M. WHITE, Secretary. 
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, That all crimes and | BRIGADIER GENERAL JAMES WILKINSON 
misdemeanors, the punishment whereof is not by 
law capital, which have been committed between 
the 10th day of December, in the year of our| Mr. Burver, from the committee to whom was 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and three, and | referred the resolution of the 4th instant, direct- 
the 27th of June last past, within that part ofthe | ing an inquiry into the conduct of Brigadier 
county of Buncombe, which was formerly claimed | General James Wilkinson, in telation to his hav- 
by the State of Georgia, and called the county | ing at any time, whilst in the service of the Uni- 
of Walton, be and the same are hereby pardoned, ; ted States, corruptly received money from the 
released, and put into total oblivion. Government of Spain, or its agents; or in rela- 
And be it further enacted, That this act shall | tion to bis having, during the time aforesaid, been 
be in force from and after the passage of an act | an accomplice, or in any way concerned with 
by the Legislature of the State of Georgia, rati-| the agents of any foreign Power, or with Aaron 
fying and confirming the conventions entered in- | Burr, in a project against the dominions of the 
to by and between the Commissioners on the part | King of Spain, or to dismember these United 
of that State, and the Commissioners on the part | States; and to inquire generally into the conduct 
of this State, on the 18th day of June and the 27th | of the said James Wilkinson, as Brigadier Gene- 
— June, A. D. 1807. ral of the Army of the United States, made the 
ead three times, and ratified in General As- | following report: 
sembly, the 18th day of December, A. D. 1807. That they have had under consideration the sev- 
JOSEPH RIDDICK, S. 8. eral subjects of inquiry, and have investigated 
JOSHUA G. WRIGHT, S. H.C. _| them to the utmost of their power, since the time 


a 











[Communicated to the House, May 1, 1810.] 
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| Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 


of their appointment, but from the limited period 
in which they have acted, and from the exten- 
sive and complicated nature of the subjects, they 
| are under the necessity of stating, that they have 
not been able to make a thorough and conclusive 
| investigation of the objects of their inquiry. 
Such testimony, however, as they have been 
| able to procure, they beg leave to submit as part 
| of their report, and which may be referred to un- 
» der the following heads and order: 


| In relation to the first object of inquiry, to wit: the 
; receipt of money by General Wilkinson from the Span- 
' jsh Government or its agents, refer to the 

Deposition of John Ballinger, No. 5. 

Letter from Evan Jones, No. 6. 

Depositions of F. Langlois, dated the 29th of De- 
cember, 1808, containing two original letters to himself 
from the Baron de Carondelet, dated the 28th of Janu- 

ary and 28th of June, No. 7. 

' General Wilkinson’s letter to John Adair, dated Au- 

gust 7, 1795, No. 13. 

Deposition of Dominique Bouligny, No. 8. 
Deposition of Thomas Power, No. 9. 

Deposition of William Miller, No. 11. 

Letter from Joseph Collins, marked A. 

' Thomas Portell’s certified copy, in his own hand- 
| writing, of the Baron de Carondelet’s instructions to 
| him, dated January 20, 1796, with translation thereof 

from the Spanish, No. 14. 
| Correspondence between Thomas Power and Don 

Thomas Portell, Nos. 15 and 16. 

Deposition of Thomas Power, No. 17. 
Deposition of Andrew Ellicott, No. 19. 
Thomas Power’s letter to the Baron de Carondelet, 

No. 20. 

Thomas Power’s letter to Governor Gayoso, No. 21. 
Thomas Power’s letter to the Baron Carondelet, 
S No. 22. 
Thomas Power’s letter to Governor Gayoso, No. 23. 
Elisha Winter’s deposition, marked W. 
Deposition of James M. Bradford, No. 25. 
Deposition of Isaac Briggs, marked I. B. 


In relation to the second object of inquiry, to wit: 
the connexion of General Wilkinson with the agents 
| of Spain in a project to dismember the United States, 
refer to the 
Deposition of Thomas Power, No. 34. 

A certified copy of a letter from General James Wil- 
_ kinson to Governor Gayoso, in the handwriting of Gov- 
ernor Gayoso, dated September 22, 1796, marked G. Y. 
| General Wilkinson’s secret instructions to Thomas 
| Power, in the handwriting of Philip Noland, No. 35. 
ae Power’s letter to the Baron de Carondelet, 
No. 36, 

ye de Carondelet’s letter to Thomas Power, 
= No. 37. 

Baron de Carondelet’s letter to Thomas Power, No.38. 
ae Power’s letter to the Baron de Carondelet, 
No. 40. 

General Wilkinson’s letter to Thomas Power, No. 42. 

Thomas Power's letter to Governor Gayoso, No. 43. 

General Wilkinson’s letter to Thomas Power, No. 70. 

Baron de Carondelet’s letter to Thomas Power, 
No. 44 

Daniel Clarke’s deposition, No. 45. 

In relation to the third object of inquiry, to wit: 


General Wilkinson’s connexion with Aaron Burr, re- 
fer to the 
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- Deposition of Daniel Clarke, before referred to, 
Vo. 45. 

General Wilkinson’s letter to John Adair, No. 78. 

Evidence of General Wilkinson, as communicated 
to Congress, 23d November, 1807. [See “Annals of 
Congress,” Ist sess. 10th Cong. pages 387, 512.] 

Evidence of General Wilkinson, President’s Mes- 
sage. [See “ Annals,” Ist sess. 10th Cong. p. 512.] 

Letter from General Wilkinson, to Daniel Clarke, 
June 9, 1805, marked X. 

President’s Message to Congress, 22d January. 1807. 
[See “ Annals,” 2d sess. 9th Cong. p. 32.] 

Wilkinson’s letter to Colonel McKee, President’s 
Message to Congress. [See “ Annals,” Ist sess. 10th 
Cong. p. 643.] 

Mr. Tazewell’s evidence, President’s Message to 
Congress. [See “Annals,” Ist sess. 10th Cong. p. 627.] 

Letter in cipher from Burr to Wilkinson, dated 29th 
July, as deciphered by a member of the grand jury at 
Richmond. [See “Annals,” 2d sess. 9th Cong.— 
Appendix, p. 1011.] 

General Jonathan Dayton’s letters to Wilkinson in 
cipher, President’s Message. [See “Annals,” Ist sess. 
10th Cong. p. 560.] 

Wilkinson’s deposition, No. 81, as communicated to 
Congress. [See “Annals,” 2d sess. 9th Cong. p. 1008.] 

Extract of Wilkinson’s letter to the President, not 
by Smith, dated 2lst October, 1806, President’s Mes- 
sage. [See “Annals,” Ist sess. L0th Cong. p. 538.) 


In relation to the fourth object of inquiry, to wit : the 
conduct of General Wilkinson, as Brigadier General 
of the Army of the United States, refer to the 

Deposition of William Simmons, Esq., letter S. 

Deposition of Captain George Peter, letter P. 

Deposition of Captain William E. Williams, let- 
ter W. 

Deposition of John Smith, letter H. 

Letter from William Simmons, Esq., enclosing ex- 
tracts, A, B, C, D. 

Letter from General Wilkinson to Daniel Clark, 
No. 71. 


The committee think proper, also, to submit the fol- 
lowing papers relating to tobacco, and other commer- 
cial transactions in which General Wilkinson was con- 
cerned, from the month of in the year 1788, to the 
month of in the year 1790, to wit: 

General Wilkinson’s account current with Clark & 
Rees, in the handwriting of Philip Noland, dated the 
8th of August, 1788, No. 27. 

Philip Noland’s account of sales of tobacco, dated 
September 21, 1790, No. 29. 

Wilkinson’s account current with Clark & Rees, 
dated May 1, 1789, contained in the account book, 
page 30. 

Wilkinson’s letter to Clark & Rees, dated May 20, 
1790, No. 30. 

Wilkinson’s letter to Clark & Rees, dated June 20, 
1790, No. 31. 

Wilkinson and Dunn’s account current with Clark 
and Rees, dated August 29, 1789, and 5th September, 
1789, with Wilkinson’s order and Noland’s receipt for 
balance, No. 32. 

Philip Noland’s declaration, dated September 10, 
1790. 

Wilkinson’s accountable receipt, No. 4. 

Articles of agreement between Wilkinson and Dunn, 
and Clark, senior. 

Letter from General Wilkinson to Daniel Clark, 
relative to the Plain Tale, No. 2. 
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General Wilkin. 
committee beg leave to remark that, from an ex- | son receipted for, which receipt is among this 
amination of the sentence of the military court | deponent’s papers; and further this deponent 
of inquiry, ordered at the request of General Wil- | saith not. 
kinson, and of which Colonel Burbeck was pres- JOHN BALLINGER. 
ident, it appears that the tobacco transactions of| Sworn and subscribed to at the city of New 
General Wilkinson, at New Orleans, in 1789 and | Orleans, this 12th day of January, 1809, before me 
1790, constituted a material part of that inquiry ; SAM. W. EARLE, J. P. — 
= ae ts of an account Mpls was laid | , 

efore the said court by General Wilkinson, and| . bia. 
designated by No. ais a several letters ihnipin- | No. 6.—Letter from Evan Jones to Daniel Clarke. 


In making the last preceding statement, the | which said mules and money 








anying said account, supposed by the court to | New Orveans, Feb. 16, 1809, 
ye in the handwriting of Philip Noland, the | Srr: In answer to your letter of yesterday, | 
agent of General Wilkinson. | remember General Wilkinson’s having stopped 


The committee, conceiving that the papers | at my plantation in the Fall of 1789, (as I think,) 
which had been collected by the said court, | when he was on his way to Kentucky, accompa- 
would aid them in their investigation, made ap- | nied by Philip Nolan. AsI live on the west side 

lication for those papers to the Secretary of | of the Mississippi, and the General went up on 
ar, but were unable to obtain them, they hav- | the east, he stopped at some plantation nearly op- 
ing been taken from the office by General Wil- | posite mine, and came over and spent a day or 
kinson, as appears from the deposition of John | two with me. 
Smith. chief clerk in the War Office. | In the course of our conversation, he told me 

The committee then directed a subpenaxo Gen. | that he had left a sum of money under the care 
Wilkinson, requiring him to send or produce all of Nolan, whom he spoke of as a man of great 
the papers which had been used or collected by the | strength; saying he could take $2.000 with one 
said court. In obedience to which, General Wil- | hand from off a mule or horse, and carry them 
kinson sent to the committee a packet of papers, | with the utmost ease into a house. I do not re- 
which did not contain either the account and | member whether the General mentioned to me the 
letters referred to in the sentence of the court, or | amount he was taking up with him; but, to the 
the defence of General Wilkinson ; nor have the | best of my remembrance, he said he had two mules 
committee been able to procure them, conse- | or horses for the purpose of carrying his money. 
quently have not had it in their power to com- | This is all I can recollect of the transaction. 
pare the accounts herewith exhibited with those; I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
which were laid before the military court of in- | EVAN JONES. 
quiry ; for the farther elucidation, refer to Wal-| Danier Crarke, Esq. 
ter Jones’s deposition, marked W.J. Thecom- | 
mittee also submit the deposition of Daniel W. | 


Cox, authenticating the papers, to which it spe- 
cially refers, marked D. W. C. | On the 29th day of December, in the year 1803, 
| personally appeared before me, the undersigned, 
; ooo | one of the justices of the peace for the county of 
Papers relative to the first point of inquiry. | Orleans, Monsieur Frangois Langlois, a citizen 
No. 5.—Deposition of John Ballinger. |of the United States, and resident of New Or- 
Personally appeared before me, the under- | leans, who, being duly sworn on the Holy Bible, 
signed, one of the justices of the peace for the | did depose and say: That, in the year 1794, he 
parish of New Orleans, Mr. John Ballinger, now } Was a lieutenant of militia, in the service of His 
resident in Cape Girardeau, ar of Louis- | Catholic Majesty, and commanded the galliot the 
iana, late a member of the Kentucky Legislature, ne then on station at New Madrid, having 
who, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists | under his orders the gunboat the Taureau, and 
of Almighty God, did depose and say : bateau the Prince of Austria; that, while there, 
That, in the forepart of the Winter of the year | @ Mr. Owens arrived from New Orleans, with a 
1789, as well as he recollects, his brother Joseph | sum of money entrusted to him by the Baron de 
Ballinger brought two mules loaded with money, | Carondelet, to be delivered to General Wilkin- 
from New Orleans to the State of Kentucky, for | 80n, somewhere on the Ohio; and this deponeut 
General James Wilkinson : that, from the fatigue | had directions from the said Baron de Caronde- 
of the journey and indisposition, his brother was | let to take measures, in concert with Don Tho- 
unable to finish his journey, and got this depo- | mas Portell, the commandant of New Madrid, 
nent to conduct the said mules and money to | and the aforesaid Owens, to have the sum en- 
General Wilkinson, at Frankfort, where he ar- | trusted to the charge of this latter conveyed in 
rived on the 26th day of December, in the year | safety to its destination. In consequence thereol, 
aforesaid. The said money was in leather bags, | this deponent, at a council held at New Madrid, 
and very heavy loads; and this deponent further | by Portell, Owens, and himself, recommended 
declares, that the General expressed much satis- | that resident citizens of that place should be em- 
faction at the receipt of the money, having been | ployed to accompany Owens ; but his opinion 
under some apprehensions on account of the | was overruled by Porteli and Owens, who thought 
delay which had taken place on the journey ; | it would be more economical, and consequently 
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more agreeable to the Spanish Government, to n’est pas peu de chose dans des endroits aussi 
have a boat’s crew furnished from the galliot of | fiévreux. 
thisdeponent, which he furnished. And, further, A présent que le fleuve sera haut, vous devez 
he deposes that the sum of $6,000, which had | redoubler le soin pour ne laisser introduire per- 
been brought by Owens from New Orleans to New | sonne, ni aucun papier par |’Ohio, tendant & trou- 
Madrid, and by him delivered to Don Thomas | bler la province; on est étonné, en Europe de la 
Portell, the commandant of the fort, was by Por- | tranguillite qui y régue, et ceux que j’en ai écarté 
tell embarked on board the galliot of this depo-| au commencement de la guerre, ou qui en sont 
nent, to be conveyed to the mouth of the Ohio, | sorti pour leurs affaires, écrivent présentement 
at which place he furnished Owens with a patron | qu’ils voudroient étre encore a la Louisiane, et 
named Pepello, and six of his oarsmen, and ship- | louent les soins que nous avons pris pour en écar- 
ed in his canoe the beforementioned sum of| ter Jes esprits turbulens; de sorte que ces mémes 
$6,000, to be delivered to General Wilkinson. | gens qui vituperoient autrefois nos dispositions 
And he declares that the sum was packed by him-| sont ceux qui les exaltent actuellement, et nous 
self in three small barrels; but, being apprehen- | exhortent a les continuer. , 
sive of some bad design on the part uf Owens’s Je recommande a Mr. Portell de bien traiter les 
crew, he took back the money into his galliot, | Francois, Royalistes, Hollandois, Allemands, &e., 
and retained it twenty-four hours in his posses-| qui se présenteront, et dont je vais former un bel 
sion; when, at Owens’s pressing solicitations, he | établissement dans le Ouachita; je vous fais la 
redelivered it to him, who then departed with it; | méme recommandation, mais vous ne leur laisse- 
and some short time afterwards he learned that} rez aucun papier, livres, ou manuscrits, ayant 
Owens had been murdered by his crew, and the} rapport aux affaires du temps. 
money made away with by them. And further | J’ai Phonneur, avec la plus parfaite considéra- 
he, this deponent, declares that he afterwards | tion, monsieur, votre, trés humble et trés obéis- 
arrested, and sent to New Orleans for trial, one | sant serviteur, DE CARONDELET. 
Vexerano, one of Owens’s crew, who was con- Monsieur LaNGLois. 
cerned in the murder of said Owens, and plunder 
ofthemoney. He further deposes that, although | 
it was agreed between the Spanish Government | : 
and Owens, to save appearances, that the money ; ; Juin 28, 1795. 
should appear to belong to said Owens, yet he| J’ai regu, monsieur, vos lettres du 25 Fevrier, 
knows it was sent by the Baron de Carondelet | 14 Avril. et 15 Mai, par lesquelles vous me par- 
for the use of, and to be delivered to, General Wil-| !ez de Mr. de Vilemont, comme d’un commis- 
kinson ; and that, knowing the interest which the | sionné de la cour, ce qu’il vous aura sans doute 
Spanish Government had in this transaction, he | fait entendre ; mais il n’en étoit rien. Don Louis 
wrote an official account to the Baron de Caron-| de Vilemont étoit porteur d’un passeport de la 
delet of the part he had taken in it, and the advice | cour, qui lui permet de voyager pendant quatre 
he had given respecting the conveyance of the | ans, et rien de plus; mais quand méme il se seroit 
money safely to its destination; and, in reply the trouvé chargé d’une commission, vous devez sa- 
Baron regretted that his advice had not been fol- | voir qu’elle n’est valable qu’autant que comme 
lowed in every particular. And the deponent | commandant général de la province, j’aurois ex- 
further declares, that Owens had no other money | pédié mes ordres aux commandans particuliers 








NovuveE.LLe ORLEANS, 





than the $6,000 abovementioned. de lui en permettre l’exercise, et qu’aucun com- 
In testimony of which he has signed. | missionné ne peut agir sans m’avoir fait part au- 
F. LANGLOIS. | paravant de ses ordres. Puisque la chose est faite, 

D. Bouuieny. J. P. | il n’y faut plus penser, mais vous voyez combien 





| Don Louis Vilemont étoit peu fondé dans ses 
| discussions avec vous. , 
NouveLLe ORLEANS, | J’ai été enchanté de la prise que vous avez fait 
Janvier 28,1795. | du scélerat Vexerano, & qui on a fait ic#le pro- 
Vai apprit, Monsieur, avec bien de la peine, par | cés, et qui sera probablement perdu: on prétend 
votre lettre du 13 de 9bre, la mort de Mr. Owens; | qu’il y en aun autre refugié dans la province qui 
ce malheur est un de ces événemens que |’on ne | étoit du méme complot. 
sgauroit prevoir, et que la Providence dispose &| Je viens de recevoir par Mr. Valé vetre der- 
son gré, sans que tout la prudence humaine pu: | niére lettre. Je tacherai d’arranger avec Mr. 
ise Péviter; je voudrois, et j’espére encore, que | |’Intendant le défaut de formalité de vos feuilles, 
ce malheureux Vexerano sera arrété, car cette | mais je crains bien que si Don Thomas Portell 
action est trop infame pour qu’il puisse trouver | ne consent a les intervenu vous ne vous trouviez 
un asyle. | embarrassé ; car an tribunal de cwentas de la Ha- 
Je compte que vous verrez Mr. Rousseau a la | vane, on ne les passera pas sans Intervention. Je 
fin d’Avril, que vous vous incorporerez avec |’es- | ne comprends pas comment Mr. Portell ne vous 
cadre, prenant le commandement d’une galére, | a pas instruit a ce sujet. 
avec laquelle vous descendrez ici a la fin de Juin; J’ai Vhonneur d’étre, trés parfaitement, mon- 
4 moins que vous ne prefereriez de rester encore | sieur, votre trés humble et trés obéissant servi- 
avec la méme commission dans ces parages; il | teur, DE CARONDELET. 


paroit que vous vous y étes bien porté, ce qui; Monsieur Lanavois. 
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No. 13.—General Wilkinson to John Adair. 


Aveust 7, 1705, 

My Frienp: I have this morning (now, I 
intended to say) received your favor by Mr. 
McDowell. He has ate with me, but will return 
twenty miles this evening, which obliges me to 
rise from cool Madeira to drop you a hasty line: 
it will be disordered, of course, for hurry produces 
confusion. 

I send that which is handed about here—and 
to me by Judge Turner—as the botcom of another 
memorable treaty. From the mouth of Ken- 
tucky to the mouth of Ohio, we have a near neigh- 
borhood with our old friends. Will it be a good 
one, or will mutual aggressions soon throw open 
the temple of Janus once more? The Governor 
here, I am told, scouts this important production 
of our Solomon. It is my business to keep my 
peace, which, to a man of mercury, whose heart 
and tongue are in unison, is no easy thing. If my 
very damned and unparalleled crosses and mie | 
fortunes did not uncash me, I would be with you | 
in flour. But as I have honor of $6,590 received | 
for me in New Orleans, $1.740 only have reached | 
my hand—this, independent of poor Owens’s loss. | 
The whole of this last sum is not lost, but it is | 
not within my control, and will not be for six or 
nine months. I am sorry for old McAffod, for I 
think he was an honest man ; but I am more sorry 
for his son, and if I can serve him respecting the | 
property left behind, and you think him honora- 

le, he may, on your recommendation, receive a 
letter to my friend. This is entre nous, because 
I have refused many. 

I know that an emotion of friendship induced 
you to give me the mare, and when I am outdone 
in that commerce, may “perdition catch me;” 
yet [ love the brute I must confess; if she runs 
she must run your property, or she will certainly 
break a leg or thigh—you understand me. I send | 
you $50 by Mr. McDowell. What was I to pay 
for her? We must not misunderstand one an- 
other; if I lend the nag to you, and any misfor- 
tune ensues, I shall not be pleased, nor will you | 
be happy ; but if she is essential to your pleasure | 
or pastime, although no other man should have 
the honor to cross her, she is yours at what she 
cost me. I make a single reserve; if you can 
make a,match, and let me in for a bet of £100 
eash, I will divide the risk of her safety with you. | 
Old Tony, it is currently said, will go to Phila- | 
delphia so soon as he finishes the dependencies 
of his treaty; this is entre nous also; if this should 
be true, you will hear from me; in the mean time 
pardon this scrawl, which I have not time to ex- 
amine, and believe me to the bottom, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 
JAMES WILKINSON. | 


| 


= ae 
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Colonel Apair. 





No. 8.—Deposition of D. Bouligny. 

On this 16th day of the month of January, in 
the year 1809, personally appeared before me, the 
undersigned, a justice of the peace for the city 
of New Orleans, Monsieur Dominique Bouligny, 
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formerly adjutant major of the regiment of Lou- 
isiana, in the service of His Catholic Majesty, 
and now a member of the Legislature of the Ter. 
ritory of Orleans, who, being duly sworn on the 
Holy Bible, did depose and say, that, in the year 
1795, as well as he can remember, he exercised 
the functions of adjutant major in the regiment 
of Louisiana, and was commissioned by the Goy- 
ernor the Baron de Carondelet to conduct the 
trial of one Pepillo, who was accused of having 
been one of the authors of the death of Mr. Hen- 
ry Owens, who had been assassinated in the Ohio 
on the American territory, and of the robbery of 
a sum of money, of which this Mr. Owens was 
the bearer to General Wilkinson, and which had 
been delivered to him by the Spanish Govern- 
ment; and he further declared, that it was public 
and well known among the officers under the 
Spanish Government, that General Wilkinson 
was a pensioner of the Spanish Government, and 
that the major part of the people in office believed 
that there was no reliance to be placed on the 
promises which the General made to the Govern- 
ment, because they could not persuade themselves 
that his influence could not induce the people of 
the Western States to separate from the Amer- 


ican Confederation. 
D. BOULIGNY. 
Sworn to, and affirmed before me. 
F. DUTILLET, J. P. 





No. 9.—Mr. Power’s deposition respecting the murder 
of Henry Owens. 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, 
one of the justices of the peace in and for the 
city of Orleans, Mr. Thomas Power, who being 
duly sworn, doth depose: that, in the year 1794, 
Mr. Henry Owens arrived at New Madrid from 
New Orleans, with a sum of money to be deliv- 
ered to General Wilkinson, as the deponent un- 
derstands and believes, from the Spanish Gov- 
ernment; that he left New Madrid in the royal 
galliot Fleche, commanded by Francis Langlois, 
accompanied by a King’s pirogue; the galliot des- 
tined to the mouth of the Ohio, from whence the 
deponent understood Owens was to proceed up 
the Ohio in the pirogue. And this deponent fur- 
ther saith that, some time after the departure of 
the said Owens, one of the crew of the pirogue, 
in which he had embarked at the mouth of the 
Ohio, returned to New Madrid, and gave inform- 
ation that Owens had been robbed and murdered 
by the rest of the crew, who had proceeded up 
the Ohio with their booty. And this deponent 
saith that, some time in the year 1795, this depo- 
nent being at New Madrid, Lieutenant Aaron 
Gregg, of the American army, arrived there, ac- 
companied by a Mr Charles Smith, and bearing 
a letter from Major Doyle, who then commanded 
at Fort Massac, to the commandant of New Ma- 
drid. The letter stated the following circum- 
stances, which were confirmed both by Smith 
and Doyle to the deponent: that three of the 
murderers of Owens, after a variety of adventures, 
were confined, under General Wilkinson’s orders, 
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at Fort Washington ; that by his directions they 
were put in irons, and placed on board a flat, un- 
der the direction of Mr. C. Smith, to be conveyed 
to New Madrid; that a letter was given to him 
from Wilkinson to the Commandant of Madrid, 
containing an order to pay $500 on the delivery 
of the prisoners: that Smith was proceeding with 
them, and attempting to pass Fort Massac by 
night, was stopped by Major Doyle, who com- 
manded there, who would not permit them to be 
sent out of the territory of the United States to 
be tried for a crime committed init. The letter, 
after piecing these circumstances, requested Cap- 
tain Portell tosend an interpreter to examine the 
prisoners, who spoke no English. Captain Por- 
tell requested the deponent to go on this service, 
which he undertoook, and returned with Lieu- 
tenant Gregg, and Mr. Smith; the latter having 
presented his order for the $500, the payment of 
which was refused, as the prisoners were not de- 
livered. On this deponent’s arrival he found three 
of the boat’s crew who had gone up with Owens. 
On the first examination he confessed the fact of 
having murdered and robbed him; and they gave 
to the deponent a circumstantial detail of their 
adventures afterwards. A few days afterwards 
the deponent went to Louisville with Lieutenant 
Gregg and Mr Smith, for the purpose of inter- 
preting for the prisoners, who were there delivered 
to a justice of the peace, Captain Harrison, who 
transmitted them to another at Bairdstown, Cap- 
tain Frye; but the men denying the fact before 
the justices, they were detained for further evi- 
dence. And this deponent saith, that he did not 
divulge to the justices the confessions made by 
the prisoners to him, because he knew it was the 
wish of the Spanish officers to have the men de- 
livered to them, rather than tried in the territory 
of the United States; and that such wish arose 
from a fear of divulging the secret of Owens’s 
mission on a public trial. And this deponent 
saith, that he left the prisoners at Bairdstown, 
and afterwards understood they had been sent to 
Frankfort, where they were afterwards discharged 
for want of evidence: and further this deponent 


saith not. 
THOMAS POWER. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, in New Or- 
leans, the 18th Mareh, 1809. 
E. FITCH, J. P. 


No. 11.—Miller’s deposition about Collins. 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, 
one of the justices of the peace for the city of 
New Orleans, Mr. William Miller, of the county 
of the Rapides, in the territory of Orleans, who, 
being daly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, did depose and say, that, some 
time shortly after the hurricane which happened 
in this country, in the month of August, of the 
year 1794, he chartered and fitted out, in company 
with Mr. Robert Cochran, of Natchez, a small 
vessel in the Bayou St. John, near this city, in 
which they both sailed for Pensacola and New 
Providence, and at that time he formed an ac- 
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quaintance with Mr. Joseph Collins, who, shortly 
before, arrived in this city with a Mr. Owens, 
from Ohio. The said Collins was occupied in 
fitting out a small vessel in the Bayou St John, 
in which was shipped a sum of money, as Col- 
lins informed the deponent, amounting to up- 
wards of six thousand dollars, which he, said 
Collins, had reeeived from the Spanish Govern- 
ment, for account of General Wilkinson; and he 
also informed this deponent, that a sum of nearly 
equal amount had been delivered to Mr. Owens, 
for the same purpose, with which he returned by 
way of the river; and this deponent further de- 
clares, that this step occasioned, at the time, much 
surprise, as it was contrary to law to ship cash, 
and subject to seizure and confiscation when dis- 
covered; and this deponent further declares, that 
the said Joseph Collins set sail a short time before 
him, with the aforesaid money on board his ves- 
sel, as said Collins informed this deponent; and 
he afterwards learned that he had arrived there- 
with, in safety, at the port of Charleston. 
WM. MILLER. 


Juré par devant moi ce jour onziéme du mois 
de Mars, mil huit cent neuf. 


DU COURNAUX, J. P. 


(A.)—Letter from Joseph Collins to Daniel Clarke, 
respecting the receipt of the money from Don Gil- 
berto Leonard. 


Pascaaou.a, March 10, 1809. 

Dear Sir: I returned yesterday from Mobile 
and Pensacola, and found your letter of the 19th 
of February last, requesting me to send you the 
date I received the money from Don Gilberto 
Leonard, in New Orleans; therefore, have had 
recourse to my journal round the Florida point. 
I find that we left Bayou St. John on the 22d of 
August, 1794, and must have received the $6,334 
about the 19:h or 20th of August, the same month. 

I am your very humble servant, 


JOSEPH COLLINS. 
Mr. Danret CuaRKE. 


No. 14.—Thomas Portell’s certified copy of Baron Ca- 
rondelet’s instructions to him. 


New Or.eans, Jan. 20, 1796. 
In the galley the Victoria, Bernardo Molini, pa- 
tron, there have been sent to Don Vincent Folch, 
nine thousand six hundred and forty dollars, which 
sum, without making the least use of it, you will 
hold at my disposal, to deliver it at the moment 
that an order may be presented to you by the 
American General Don James Wilkinson. 
God preserve you many years. 
DE CARONDELET. 
To Sefior Don Tomas Porre ct. 


New Manrip, June 27, 1796. 


I certify that the foregoing is a copy of its ori- 
ginal, to which I refer. 


THOMAS PORTELL. 
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No. 15.—Translation of a letter from Thomas Power | with the belief that, at my return to this post, | 
to Don Thomas Portell, Commandant of New Mad- | should find everything disposed conformable ty 
rid, dated June 27, 1796, at New Madrid. what I have just related. On my arrival a; 
Having received verbal instructions from Mr. | Greenville, I informed General Wilkinson of the 

James Wiliinson the American General, to take | steps which I had no doubt had been taken, frog, 

charge of the money, which, by a letter, he re- | whence has resulted that he, like myself, was im. 

ceived from the Secretary of the Government, | pressed with the belief that all the measures fo, 

Don Andres Armesto, under date 7th or Sth of | executing this service with success had beep 

March last, of which I was bearer, he has advice | taken. I cannot communicate all the motives 

is deposited in this post, and being informed by | why Wilkinson has not given me an order jn 

the official letter which you have received on | writing, but one of them was, that he did no 
this business from the Governor General of the 
province, of which you will be pleased to furnish 
me a copy, that said money is not to to be deliv- 
ered without an express order from the said 

Mr. Wilkinson, I find myself forced to relate, 

circumstantially, some particulars to smooth and 

remove the difficulty which the want of a writ- 
ten order on the part of the aforesaid General 

Wilkinson presents. Although this relation may 

appear an abuse of the confidence with which 

the Governor General of the province, and the 

Governor of Natchez, and particularly General 

Wilkinson, have honored me, I am persuaded 

that the urgency of the case which offers will 

serve me as an excuse and justification. You 
are not ignorant of the fact that Don Manuel 

Gayoso de Lemos, being here in the month of 

September of the year last past, entrusted to me 

some despatches of the greatest importance for 

General Wilkinson, which I carried to Cincin- 

nati, and I returned with the answers in the | return to my destination by the first of August, of 

month of November. By order of the said Don | Which I advise you, that you may endeavor not 

Manuel Gayoso, | made immediately another | to delay the service. I believe that the Governor 

journey in the Ohio, and I ascended it to Red | General is not ignorant of the embarrassments of 
anks, in) search of Mr. Sebastian, who came | General Wilkinson, nor can he be ignorant that 

with me to the mouth of the Ohio, where we for a long time past, he has been expecting this 
met with the Governor of Natchez. At the end | money, the delay of which has been the cause of 

of December I accompanied this gentleman to | much trouble to him, involving him in great dil- 

Natchez, and I went thence to New Orleans. | ficulties; and I can assure you confidently, that 

The principal object of my going down was to | he will be very much disgusted with any delays 

take charge, by order of General Wilkinson, of | in the expedition, which might be productive ol 

the money which you now have in deposite for | serious injury. | As for the mode of carrying the 

him, which is shown by the letters which he | Money, it is evident that to take it openly would 
wrote to the Governors of this province and of | be too scandalous a thing, if I were not to say 

Natchez; but, at my arrival, the money had been | it would be madness. The unhappy result oi 

already sent off in one of His Majesty’s galleys | the expedition of the unfortunate Henry Owens. 

for this place, which I learned from the Baron de | ought to serve us a beacon, in order not to lose 

Carondelet, the Intendant, and Don Andres de | ourselves on the same rock, and to make us take 

Armesto. I repeatedly treated on this business | another course; less dangerous. I would wish to 

with the two last of these persons, urging forci- | put.a bag of one thousand dollars in a barrel o! 

bly the necessity of sending sugar, coffee, and | coffee or sugar, so that, although the difference 

powder to New Madrid, to form a cargo to take | of the respective gravity between silver, sugar, 
to Kentucky with Wilkinson’s money, hiding by | and coffee, be very great, the quantity being so 
this means the true intention of the voyage, aad | small it will not be easily known. It will like- 
giving it the appearance of a commercial specu- | Wise be prudent to carry some barrels without 
lation. All this Wilkinson had before represent- | Money, in order to sell them before arriving al 
ed as indispensable, for many reasons, particular- | Cincinnati, if it should so happen that any one 

ly, to avoid a misfortune similar to that which | should offer to buy these goods; because, not 0 

had already occurred. Atlast, the Secretary told sell them, when it might be done to advantage, 

me that the barge in which Mr. Aaron Gregg, the would excite suspicion ; and to complete the dis- 

American officer, was to go up, was destined for | guise, It would be well to take a certain quantity 

this service, and that, as for the crew, he would | of powder and rum. If these dispositions should 

permit me to choose among the Creoles, residents | appear defective, I beg you to make such changes 
in this post, those who might appear to me most | 8S may be to your mind. God preserve you many 
worthy of confidence; so that [ left New Orleans ' years. THOMAS POWER. 


liver to his order, the Governors not having writ. 
ten a word to him on the subject, the Secretary 
only saying that his money was deposited in New 
Madrid, without expressing the sum. In the let. 
ters in cipher, from General Wilkinson, for the 
Governors, which are here enclosed, he tells them 
that he has sent me to bring the aforesaid money, 
informing you that the No. 1 is for the Governor 
General of the province, and the No. 2 for Don 
Manuel Gayoso. I will add that General Wil. 
kinsun, when I represented to him that on pre. 
ope myself without his order in writing, some 
difficulty might arise, authorized me, if the case 
required it, to write an order that you should de- 
liver his money, specifying the sum there might 
be, signing it in his name, and giving ycu a re- 
ceipt therefor. I cannot omit that the commis. 
sion of General Wikinson was so sudden, so 
urgent, that it was extended even to limiting my 
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No. 16—Translation of a letter from Don Thomas | 


Portell to Mr. Thomas Power, dated 


New Maoprip, June 27,1796. | 
- Having well considered the contents of your | 
- jeter of this day, I mention that I agree in every | 
| thing to the whole of the reflections you place | 
' before me, and, although at first sight it appears | 
| that I ought to await the decision of the Gover- | 
nor General, as he prescribes to me in his official | 
jeter of the 20th January of the present year, | 
- and of which I enclose you a copy, which you 


© request of me, the circumstances which you ex- 


ose are such, that they leave me nothing more | 
- to do than to tell you to forward me a memoran- 
| dum of the number of pounds of coffee, sugar, 
| barrels in which to fill the powder and rum you 
| desire for your expedition ; because, so soon as I 
' receive it, I will get it ready as you desire, in- 
' forming you that for the merchandise you must 
| sign me an acknowledgment of having received 
. it,and for the money, a receipt as the attorney of 
- General Wilkinson. 

In order that the barge may be ready, and as 
you may wantit, I have written an official letter 
to the Lieutenant Colonel Don Vincente Folch, 
| that he may send it as soon as possible; because, 
as was nothing was said to me of what you have 
| now mentioned respecting it, Mr. Francis Lang- 
| lois asked it of me, for an affair of service, and 
' took it loaded with corn to the fort of San Fer- 
| nando, and it has not been returned, although I 
have required it, thinking it might be wanted 
| here; Don Vincente Folch having answered me, 
 thatif I had not orders to keep it, there were 
' none to return it. 
| The two letters in cipher remain in my hands, | 
' which I shall forward by the first safe opportu- 
' nity, with the distinction you point out, No. 1 to 
the Governor General, and No. 2 to the Gover- 
_ nor of Natchez. 
| As for packing the money, and arranging the 
| barrels, as soon as they are ready, between you 
' and myself all this may be done without any one 
. else acquiring a knowledge of it. God preserve 


you many years. 
THOMAS PORTELL. 
To Don Tuomas Power. 


No. 17.—Mr. Power’s deposition respecting the pay- 
ment of $9,640 to General Wilkinson. 


Personally appeared before me, the under- 
signed, one of the justices of the peace in and 
for the city of New Orleans, Mr. Thomas Pow- | 
er, who, being duly sworn, saith: That some 
time in the month of June, in the year of our 
Lord, 1796, he arrived at New Madrid, after hav- | 
ing had several conferences with General Wil- | 
kinson, by order of the Baron de Carondelet, on | 
the subject of a proposed separation of the West- | 
era country from the United States, under the | 
protection, and by the aid, of Spain; that he} 
was sent to New Madrid by General Wilkinson 
for the purpose of taking charge of a sum of | 
money, which he had brought notice to the Gen- | 
eral was lying there for him, from the Baron Je! 
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Carondelet ; that, on his first demanding the same 


| in the name of General Wilkinson, Captain Por- 


tell, the commandant, refused to deliver it with- 
outa written order; and that, as he had none, he 
was obliged to write a letter to Captain Portell, 
entering into all the details which were neces- 
sary to show him, that he, this deponent was ac- 
quainted with the object of sending the said 
money ; that the said Portell wrote him an an- 
swer, agreeing to deliver him the sum of money 
in question for General Wilkinson, and, at the 
same time, sent him a copy of the order from the 
Baron de Carondelet, which accompanied the 
delivery of the money to him, Portell; that the 
said letter and answer are dated the 27th of June, 

796, and the said order from the Baron de Ca- 
rondelet is dated the 20th of January, in the 
same year. and are the documents which have 
been laid before Congress by John Randolph and 
Daniel Clarke, Esquires. And this deponent 
saith that, by virtue of the arrangement made 
by the said letters, he received from Don Thomas 
Portell the sum of $9,640, which he packed up 
in barrels of sugar and coffee, and was proceed- 
ing up the Ohio with the same, when he was 
stopped and searched by Lieutenant Steele ; that, 
in consequence of this interruption, he landed 
his cargo at Louisville, and went on horseback 
to Cincinnati, where he met General Wilkinson, 
and informed him of the circumstances that had 
occurred, on which the General directed him to 


| deliver the dollars to Philip Nolan, which the 


deponent did; that the said Nolan conveyed the 
barrels of sugar and coffee, in which the dollars 
were packed, to Frankfort, where the deponent 
saw them opened, in the store of Mr. Montgom- 
ery Brown; that the sum of $9,000 was given 
by General Wilkinson’s direction to Philip No- 
lan, and the remainder, $640, was retained by 
the deponent, with the General’s consent, for the 
purpose of paying expenses, but which he gave 
directions to secure for him from the Spanish 
Government, in the settlement of his account. 
And this deponent further saith, that he sold 
the sugar and the coffee, in which the dollars 
were packed, to Mr. Abijah Hunt, of Cincin- 
nati. And this deponent further saith, that when 
he afterwards saw General Wilkinson, and in- 
formed him that he had delivered the money 
agreeably to his orders, he said it was well. And 
further this deponent saith not. 
THOMAS POWER. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, in New Or- 
leans, the 18th of March, 1809. 
E. FITCH, 
Justice of the Peace. 


Interrogatories for A. Ellicott. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
1. Were General Washington’s instructions to 
you to scrutinize my conduct, written or verbal ? 
2. In speaking of certain citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, connecting themselves improperly 
with the Spanish Government, did General 
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Washington state to you the grounds and nature 
of his suspicions, and the objects which such 
persons might have or had in view in such asso- 
ciations with the Spanish Government ? 

3. Do you recollect what other names besides 
General Wilkinson’s were mentioned on that oc- 
casion by General Washington ? 

4. Did you feel yourself bound by that en- 
gagement to act as a spy on General Wilkinson’s 
conduct; and in what manner did you fulfil it ? 
Did you. ever report General- Wilkinson for any 
illegal act, or any illicit connexion ? 

5. Did Genera! Washington, by word or man- 
ner, express to you any serious apprehension of 
dangerous consequences to the Union, from the 
disaffection mentioned to you ? 

6. When and where did you become acquaint- 
ed with Philip Nolan ? 

7. What was his general character, and did he 
not render you services on your route down the 
Mississippi, to Natchez, as a commissioner of 
limits ? 

8. Was he not zealously attached to the Uni- 
ted States, and do you not think he would have 
supported the interest of the United States at 
every hazard of life and property, against any 
power whatever ? 

9. Did you ever converse with him respecting 
General Wilkinson’s coanexion and intercourse 
with the Spanish Government of Louisiana? 
State everything concerning the same: whether 
the said Nolan did not explain to your satisfac- 
tion the nature of that intercourse to be com- 
mercial, and whether you have not expressed this 
circumstance to others ? 

10. Did not the said Nolan inform you that 
General Wilkinson had been playing a deceptive 
game with the Spaniards? and do you not know 
that a deceptive policy and fictitious appearances 
were necessary with the Spanish Government, 
to protect Nolan’s political or commercial enter- 
prises in Louisiana ? 

11. Did he ever communicate to you any plan 
he had projected, to save the district of Natchez, 
if it had been attacked by the Baron of Caron- 
delet, by seizing that officer when on a reconnoi- 
tring party, and bearing him off to the people of 
the district ? 

12. Do you know Thomas Power, and what 
has been your opinion of his character ? 

13. Did he ever inform you that General Wil- 
kinson held any illegal connexion with the Span- 
ish Government ? 

14. Did he ever, by letter, attempt to prejudice 
you against General Wilkinson, and what was 
the effect ? 

15. From whom did you receive the minute 
information of Power’s mission to the States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee, and the objects of that 
mission, and that he was instructed by the Baron 
of Carondelet not to return without seeing Gen- 
eral Wilkinson ? 

16. Was Power apprized of your knowledge 
of his mission to Kentucky and Tennessee, and 
that he was to see General Wilkinson ? 

17. Have you not declared that you considered 
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Thomas Power the enemy of General Wilkip- 
son, and that he would leave nothing undone to 
his injury, which art, duplicity, and intrigue, 
could effect ? ; 

18, Did you not also declare, in 1800, that you 
knew Power was not the friend of General Wiij- 
kinson, and that he was a man of duplicity ? 

19. Did you communicate to the Government 
all the particulars you had learned respecting 
Power’s mission to Kentucky and Tennessee, in 
June, 1797; and under what date was your com- 
munication made ? 

20. Did you understand the interview Power 
was ordered to seek with General Wilkinson was 
for any sinister purpose, or relative to the execu- 
tion of the treaty of friendship, limits, and nay- 
igation ? 

21. Who were those confidential persons in 
Kentucky and Tennessee, to whom you exposed 
the objects of Power’s mission, and what the 
particulars of those expositions ? 

22. Did you ever hear Power speak of Gene- 
ral Wilkinson’s tobacco concerns at New Or- 
leans, or say that the Spanish Government was 
indebted to him on that score? 

23. To whom was the letter of Gayoso, which 
fell into your hands in November, 1798, ad- 
dressed ; and by whom was it delivered to you, 
and what were the particular contents of it? 

24. What other names besides General Wilkin- 
son’s were meutioned in that letter of Gayoso, 
and for what reasons do you presume it to be in 
the hands of D. Clarke and T. Power ? 

25. What effect did this letter of Gayoso then 
produce on your mind relative to the character 
and conduct of General Wilkinson ? 

26. Are you certain that it was Gayoso’s letter 
that you saw ? and did you not see another letter 
about the time that Gayoso’s fell into your hands. 
which appeared to be designed to injure General 
Wilkinson ? 

27. How did your conversation respecting Gen- 
eral Wilkinson commence with Mr. Portell ? was 
it at your instance or at his, and for what pur- 
pose ? 

28. Who were the other gentlemen named by 
Captain Portell to have received money from the 
Government of Spain, by the same boat which 
carried money to General Wilkinson, and who 
were considered pensioners of that Government? 

29. Did. you understand how Captain Portell 
came to discover that the money sent to General 
Wilkinson was not on account of any commer- 
cial transaction ? 

30. Did you communicate the particulars of 
this information to the Government, and at what 
time, and in what manner? if not, through what 
motives did you withhold it from the Govern- 
ment? 

31. Wherefore were you so particular in noting 
the precise sum of money which Portell informed 
you he had transmitted to General Wilkinson? 

32. What impression did this information make 
on your mind respecting General Wilkinson? 
did it, at that time, affect your confidence in him ? 

33. Is not that Portell the same who gave up 
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a military post to Bowles and a party of Indians, | vation have extended, have you not considered 
through treachery or cowardice? and has he not | General Wilkinson, as a military man, patriotic, 
been dishonored for his conduct by the Spanish | zealous, active, and faithful. in the discharge of 
Government ? his high duties ? i 


Serosrne. | eae ye Reon ov nere you — - aay 
z : a's 4 , Specific act o enera ilkinson’s caiculated to 
34. Did ‘not Daniel Clarke, junior, of New injure his country, or its Government ? 
Orleans, intercept a private letter from the late| “49 Has any person, since the conspiracy of 
Colonel web Hutchins of his agent . Lon- | Colonel Burr was exposed, a plied to you fue ie 
don, See bi the ald letter Ae Seal. a ‘formation respecting General Wilkinson’s inter- 
satheveal broken? Did pot hy said Clarks pee or connexion with the Spanish Govern- 
‘© | ment 
transmit the said letter, or a copy of it, to his meet pleased to state what passed on thang 
uncle, Colonel Daniel Clarke, of the Mississippi % 


. ; . 50. Has no person applied to you, since Mr 
Territory, and did he not afterwards publish the to inf . ~ F 
pe. oh # View to injure the writée? Daniel Clarke’s information to the House of 


‘ Representatives criminating General Wilkinson 
36. Have you not declared that the intercep- | for such information as you might possess on 
tion of Colonel Hutchins’s letter was to satisfy | 16 subject. and who.was the terean 2 
your “inquiries which were intended to ne gers P whale 











aan and had youu hr ve | Ee Beardie how 1 harpwed tha 
_8t, Sp. oh f uscnins Pie c yOu. to be | ter to General Wilkinson for publication, without 
in rd ae suieteecced yeni ee a peste to the General’s letter which produced it; and is 
employ P eer el your letter, as published, a taithful copy of that 


representations ? 
‘us ‘ . _ | you wrote the General, and of that you transmit- 
ntimate with Hutchins | }o4 19 Mr. Clarke? 


38. Were you not i 
when you first reached Natchez? Had you not | 
afterwards a bitter animosity against him, and ‘| 
did not you report him to the Governmentas a| i 
British pensioner, and an enemy to the United | 


States ? 


52. Did you expect that the publication of this 
ter would serve Mr. Clarke, or injure General 
Wilkinson ? 

53. From whom did you receive the informa- 
| tion, to which you refer, in October, 1797 ? 

c | 54. At what time did Mr. Power advise you 

39. Have you not declared, in New Orleans, | he had carried a sum of money and despatches to 
thatalmost all of your owa, and General Wil- | General Wilkinson up the Ohio? 
kinson’s enemies, were becoming Spaniards? JAMES WILKINSON. 


40. Have you not declared a large proportion; J. Ygares. 
| Anprew EL ticorr. 


General questions. 





of the inhabitants of Mississippi Territory to be 
aset of the most abandoned, malicious, deceit- 
ful, plundering, horse-thieving rascals on the 





: No. 19.—A. Ellicott’s deposition. 
continent ? | 
41, What was your opinion of General Wil- | PENNSYLVANIA, LaNncasTER, 88. 
kinson, as he descended the Mississippi, and be-| Before me, Jasper Yeates, one of the associate 
fore he reached Loftus Heights. the site of Fort | judges of the supreme court of the Commonwealth 
Adams, in 1798 ? of Pennsylvania, came Andrew Ellicott, of the 


42, What was yout opinion of his official con- | borough of Lancaster, and, being duly affirmed 
duct, and his attachment to his country, after his | according to law, saith: That, before he, this af- 
arrival at Loftus Heights ? | firmant, left the city of Philadelphia, ia the year 

43, What were your ideas of his merits in the | 1796, as Commissioner on behalf of the United 
year 1800 ? and did not you express pleasure on | States to carry into effect the Spanish treaty, Pres- 
seeing him restored at that time to the command | ident Washington communicated confidentially 
of our armies ? ' to this affirmant that suspicions had been signified 

44, Did not you confide to General Wilkinson, | to him of certain citizens of the United States 
without reserve, your plans and movements, and | improperly connecting themselves with the Span- 
give him information of high importance, public ish Government, amoog whom General Wilkin- 
and personal, whilst engaged on the line of de- | son was mentioned, and requested this affirmant 
mareation ? | to pay attention to that subject, but in‘as private a 

45, Did you not consider General Wilkinson’s | manner as possible, to prevent the increase of sus- 


presence in command, at our Southern frontier | picions, perhaps ill-founded. 
| 


in the Mississippi, necessary to the public ser-| On this affirmant’s arrival at Cincinnati, he 
vice, in the years 1799 and 1800, and have you | was informed that General Wilkinson had had 
not expressed this sentiment ? | several interviews (some of them private) with 
46. From your correspondence with General | a Spanish agent or spy, known by the name of 
Wilkinson, and observations on his conduct, did | Thomas Power, who, it was asserted, had taken 
you not consider him attached to the interests of | a considerable sum of money into the State of 
bis country, and faithful to the trust reposed in | Kentucky. This information appeared, at tha- 
im? | time, to merit so little attention, that this affirmt 

47, Asfaras your own knowledge and obser- | ant made no communication of it to Government. 


llth Con. 2d Sess.—73 
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Immediately on the arrival of this affirmant at 
Natchez, he heard the common report in that dis- 
trict, from Green Hutchins and others, of Gen- 
eral Wilkinson’s being in Spanish pay, but those 
reports made no impression on the mind of this 
affirmant: the doubts and suspicions of Colonel 
Bruin and the late Daniel Clarke had some influ- 
ence, but never so much as to be the subject of a 
communication. 


About the latter end of May, or beginning of 
June, 1797, this affirmant was made acquainted 
with an intended and private mission of the be- 
fore-mentioned Thomas Power to the States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee, to induce a separation 
from the Union; and that he was instructed by 
the Governor General, the Baron de Carondelet, 
not to return without having an interview with 
General Wilkinson. Mr. Power left Natchez, for 
the purpose above mentioned, on the 5th of June, 
1797, which this affirmant believes is the date of 
his communication to the Department of State 
on that subject. The information respecting the 
mission of Mr. Power this affirmant suspects was 
had from some person employed about the office 
of the Baron de Carondelet. 


In October, 1797, this affirmant received, and 
probably from the source before mentioned, the 
outlines of a plan for dismembering the United 
States, in which the name of General Wilkinson 
is mentionéd as one of the principals. This af- 
firmant was likewise informed that the correspon- 
dence between General Wilkinson and the. offi- 
cers of His Catholic Majesty was carried on by 
cipher, and deciphered by the aid of a pocket 
dictionary. This circumstance, the affirmant ap- 
prehends, is mentioned in his communication in 
cipher to the Department of State, on that sub- 
ject, bearing date the 14th day of November, 1797. 

In the beginning of November, 1798, a confi- 
dential letter of Governor Gayoso’s fell into the 
hands of this affrmant. In that letter, General 
Wilkinson and several others are mentioned as 
having been in the pay and interest of Spain. 
The interesting parts of that letter were reduced 
by this affirmant to cipher, and accompanied his 
despatches of the 8th of the month above men- 
tioned, to the Department of State. 


About the 16th of October, 1799, Captain Por- 
tell, of the royal armies of Spain, who then com- 
manded at Apalachy, informed this affirmant, 
that at New Madrid, in the year 1796, he put on 
board a boat, under the direction of Mr. Thomas 
Power, nine thousand six hundred and forty dol- 
lars, for the use of General Wilkinson. This af- 
firmant guestioned him whether this money was 
not on account of some mercantile transaction ; 
he declared it was not. This affirmant entered 
the nine thousand six hundred and forty dollars 
on a paper, (now in the possession of this affir- 
mant,) and handed it to Captain Portell, who told 
this affirmant it was correct. 

The witness, being cross-examined by General 
Wilkinson, saith, on his affirmation, that the in- 
structions of President Washington, before men- 
tioned, to him, were verbal and not written. 
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To the second interrogatory he answers in the 
negative. 

o the third interogatory he answers, that the 
names of Mr. Sebastian and Mr. Brown (not 
Senator Brown) were also mentioned, on that oc- 
casion, by the President to him; and that he was 
required to examine into the conduct of La 
Chaise, Volney, and Collet, if he should happen 
to fall in with them, or either of them. 

To the fourth interrogatory he answers in the 
negative; and that he made no other reports than, 
— before stated, from the information given to 

im. 

To the fifth interrogatory he answers in the 
negative, according to the best of his recollection. 

To the sixth interrogatory he answers, that he 
became acquainted with Philip Nolan about the 
beginning of January, 1797, at the confluence of 
the rivers Mississippi and Ohio. 

To the seventh interrogatory he answers, that 
Nolan’s general character was good, as far as he 
knew, and that he rendered essential services du- 
- the mission. 

0 the eighth interrogatory he answers in the 
affirmative. 

To the ninth interrogatory he answers that he 
is strongly inclined to believe that Nolan men- 
tioned to him that the intercourse and connexion 
of General Wilkinson with the Spanish Govern- 
ment was commercial; and that this made con- 
siderable impression on his mind; but he cannot 
recollect whether or not he has expressed this 
circumstance to others. 

To the tenth interrogatory he answers in the 
negative, so far as respects General Wilkinson; 
but that Nolan told him that a deeeptive policy 
and fictitious appearance were necessary, on his 
part, to protect his enterprises in Louisiana. 

To the eleventh interrogatory he answers in 
the affirmative; and that he made a communica- 
tion on that subject to the Depaatment of State. 

To the twelfth interrogatory he answers, that 
he knows Thomas Power, and that his general 
character is bad, so far as he knows, and verily 
believes. 

To the thirteenth interrogatory he answers in 
theaffirmative: and that Power told him when 
Lieutenant Steele took possession of his boat on 
the Ohio, that he had despatches and money on 
board for General Wilkinson, but that the witness 
paid so little regard thereto, that he did not deem 
it worthy communication. 

To the fourteenth interrogatory he answers in 
the negative; and that communications from 
him would have produced po effect whatever. 

To the fifteenth interrogatory he answers, that 
he does not know from whom he received infor- 
mation of Power’s mission; but if he be allowed 
to express his suspicions, he suspects it was for- 
warded by Daniel Clarke, who, however, never 
conversed with him on that head. 

To the sixteenth interrogatory he answers in 
the negative. 

To the seventeenth interrogatory he answers 
in the affirmative. 

To the eighteenth interrogatory he answers 
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that he cannot particularly recollect, but thinks 
it highly probable. 

To the nineteenth interrogatory he answers in 
the negative ; that he neither had time nor deemed 
it material. The date of the communication was 
Jone 5, 1797. 

To the twentieth interrogatory he answers in 
the negative. 

Tothe twenty-first interrogatory he answers 
that, among others, he exposed the objects of 
Power’s mission to Colonel Rankin, of Kentucky, 
and Colonel Henly, the agent of the board of war 
in Tennessee. 

To the twenty-second interrogatory he answers 
in the negative. 

To the twenty-third interrogatory he answers, 
that Gayoso’s letter was addressed to Thomas 
Power, but cannot tell who delivered it to him; 
that the same was intercepted by means used by 
the witness, but he declines being more particu- 
jar as to those means, as his answers may tend to 
criminate himself. He communicated the par- 
ticular contents to the Department of State con- 
fidentially. and has no objection to the injunction 
of secrecy being taken off. 

To the twenty-fourth interrogatory he answers, 
by referring to his communication; and that he 
presumes the letter to be in the hands of Power, 
from being addressed to him; and, from the con- 
nexion between Clarke and Power, the latter may 
have handed it to the former. 

To the twenty-fifth interrogatory he answers 
that this letter produced more effect on his mind 
than all his previous information; but that what- 
ever plan had been in contemplation it had been 
abandoned. 

To the twenty-sixth interrogatory he answers, 
that he is certain it was Gayoso’s letter, and saw 
no other. 

To the twenty-seventh interrogatory he an- 
swers, that the conversation with Portell arose at 
the instance of witness. 

To the twenty-eighth interrogatory he answers, 
that Portell, among others, named Lackasang, 
Sebastian, and Brown, (not the Senator,) as pen- 
sioners of the Spanish Government. 

To the twenty-ninth and thirtieth interrogato- 
ries he answers in the negative; and he did not 
communicate the particulars to the Government, 
in consequence of a letter which he received 
from Timothy Pickering, the then Secretary of 
State, directing him not to forward it. 

To the thirty-first interrogatory he answers, 
that he was particular in noting the precise sum 
of money transmitted to the General, because the 
precise sum’ had been mentioned to him. 

To the thirty-second interrogatory he answers, 
that the information somewhat affected his con- 
fidence in General Wilkinson. 

To the thirty-third interrogatory he answers, 
that this same Portell gave up a military post to 
Bowles ; whether he was dishonored by the Span- 
ish Government he knows not. 

To the thirty-fourth interrogatory he answers, 


that he knows nothing of the intercepting the let- 
ter in question; but it was laid before him at the 


house of Daniel Clarke, where he lodged, either 
by Major Minor, Nolan, or Clarke. 

To the thirty-fifth interrogatory he answers, 
that the seal of the letter was broken: as to the 
rest he knows not. 

To the thirty-sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty- 
eighth, thirty-ninth, and fortieth interrogatories, 
he answers, severally, in the affirmative. 

To the forty-first interrogatory he answers, 
that he did much business with General Wilkin- 
son of a public nature, and as far as he saw or ob- 
served him, his conduct was that of a good citi- 
zen of the Union,a soldier, and a gentleman; 
and, in answer to the forty-second interrogatory, 
and also to the forty-third, he said his opinion of 
him continued favorable as above. 

To the forty-fourth interrogatory, and also to 
the forty-fifth, forty-sixth, and forty-seventh, he 
answers in the affirmative. 

To the forty-eighth interrogatary he answers 
in the negative, further than he has above de- 
clared. 

To the forty-ninth and fiftieth interrogatories 
he answers, that no person applied to him for in- 
formation on the subjects before mentioned, un- 
less Mr. Daniel W. Coxe, of Philadelphia, who 
called on him in the month of January last, and 
told him the affair between Gen. Wilkinson and 
Clarke was becoming very serious, and asked 
him if he was willing to take a trip to Wash- 
ington, to which the witness answered in the 
negative. He inquired where Isaac Wayne, Esq., 
the son of General Wayne, lodged, and was told. 
The interview did not last above fifteen minutes ; 
the room being full of company at the time. 

To the fifty-first interrogatory he answers, that 
he can give no reason for sending to Mr. Clarke 
the copy of his letter to General Wilkinson, with- 
out a copy of the letter from the General which 
produced it; that Mr. Clarke was informed, in 
the first instance, that it was not intended for pub- 
lication, but, in a subsequent letter, he was told 
that it might be used before the court of inquiry 
if it could throw any light on the transactions: he 
had no intent to injure General Wilkinson thereby, 
in answer to the fifty-second interrogatory. ° 

The fifty-third interrogatory is answered before, 
and as to the last, he saith, that it wasat the time 
they were operating on the line in that country, 
and after General Wiikinson had come into that 


country. 
ANDREW ELLICOTT. 


The foregoing deposition. contained in eight 
pages, and subscribed by Andrew Ellicott and 
myself, together with the interrogatories therein 
referred to, was duly taken on the 22d May, 1808, 
before me. J. YEATES. 





Mr. Power’s deposition respecting his correspondence 
with Gayoso, Carondelet, and Don A. Armesto. 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, 
one of the justices of the peace in and for the city 
of New Orleans, Mr. Thomas Power, wno being 
duly sworn, doth depose: that the several papers 

| hereunto annexed are the original draughts of 








2, 


ne ng ae ae hag arte ee ce SS oes te ee 


2311 


letters written to the several persons whose ad- 
dresses are there respectively annexed, and that 
copies of them were sent at, or immediately after, 
the times of their respective dates, to the persons 
to whom they were addressed, and that the facts 
contained in them are true. 

To Governor Carondelet a letter, dated at New 
Madrid, June 27, 1796. 

To Governor Gayoso a letter, dated at New 
Madrid, June 27, 1796. 

To Governor Carondelet a letter, dated New 
Madrid, January 3, 1797. 

To Governor Gayosoa letter, dated New Mad- 
rid, January 3, 1797. 

To Governor Carondelet a letter, dated Natchez, 
June 4, 1797. 

To Don Andres Armesto, Secretar 
Government of Louisiana,a letter, dated 
June 4, 1797. 

To Governor Gayoso. a letter, dated at New 
Orleans, December 5, 1797. 

And this deponent further states, that the last- 
mentioned letter, written by him to Gov. Gayoso, 
was his report concerning the mission on which 
he had been sent by the Baron de Carondelet to 
General Wilkinson and others, as stated in the 
Baron’s letter to him, the deponent, dated May 
26, 1797, which report was made to Governor 
Gayoso, as successor in the Government of Loui- 
siana, to the Baron de Carondelet, who was ap- 
pointed to, and departed for, the Government of 
Quito, in the absence of the deponent, whilst em- 
ployed on the before-mentioned mission. 

THOMAS POWER. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, in New Or- 
leans, March 18, 1809. 

E. FITCH, J. P. 


of the 
atchez, 


New Mapnrip, June 21, 1796. 


Sir: | arrived at this post. yesterday after- 
noon. As this is not a proper time to enter into 
the details of my journey with Mr. S., nor to com- 
municate to you the observations on the subject 
to which you have so strongly recommended to 
me to apply my attention, I shall confine myself 
simply to relate to you the situation in which I 
am with respect to the commission which —— 
gave me, to take charge of the money which you 
pe to the commandant of this post to be sent to 

im. 

I arrived at Cincinnati the 19th of May. —— 
was then at Greenville. Not to give rise to any 
suspicions, I thought it was prekea not to set 
out for headquarters without having previously 
obtained permission to go there from General 
Wilkinson, who commanded. there. This per- 
mission did not arrive until the 3lst. The 2d of 
June I went there, and delivered to the de- 
spatches of which Mr. S. bad taken charge, and 
which he had found it impossible to send in any 
other manner, without exposing them to the risk 
of falling into the hands of his enemies. I re- 
peated to him the conversation I had with the 
Intendant and Don Andres on the subject of the 
money in question, and of the means we had 
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devised to send it to him without running the risk 
which were, that under the pretext of making a 
commercial voyage, [ should ascend the Obio to 
the falls, or Cincinnati, with a cargo of sugar, 
coff.e, powder, &c., all in barrels, each one of 
which should contain a certain quantity of dollars, 
These precautions appeared to him so wise, that 
he detained me as short a time as possible, without 
giving umbrage, and sent me off with verbal or- 
ders to receive from the commandant at New 
Madrid, the money which was placed in his 
hands for him, and to give him a receipt for it. 
When I suggested to him that it would be neces- 
sary, perhaps, that I should present to the said com- 
mandant an order from him, he observed to me 
that, not knowing how many dollars the said com- 
mandant had received, to be delivered to his or- 
der, it was imposible for him to specify the sum 
which I ought to receive; adding that he was 
surprised that Don Andres had not designated in 
his letter (which was the only one of those which 
he had received in which the money was men- 
tioned) what was the sum that had been sent to 
New Madrid; “ besides,” he added, “I find my- 
self in so critical a position, and surrounded by so 
maby enemies, that to give you an order in writ- 
ing would expose myself to infallible ruin, and to 
the failure of a project which we have labored at 
so many years.” He authorized me even, since he 
could not give the order in writing, which I asked 
from him, and the commandant would not have 
understood itif he had given me one in cipher, to 
write an order myself in his name, and to present 
it to the commandant if it should happen that he 
made any difficulty. Yesterday, as I have already 
had the honor to inform you, I came here, and 
this morning | applied to the commandant for 
*s money. The only answer he gave was, 
to show me your official letter, dated the 20th 
January, 1796. in which you order him to deliver 
the nine thousand six hundred and forty dollars 
only to the person who should present an order 
from the said to that effect; then I com- 
municated to him what had passed between —— 
and me, and to give him complete satisfaction, 
and convince him that I had the confidence of 
,and his order to receive the money in ques- 
tion, I thought it my indispensable duty to enter 
with him into certain details which, under any 
other circumstances, | should not have permit- 
ted myself to do. I presume that Mr. Portell 
will communicate to you all that took place be- 
tween us, together with a copy of the letter which 
I thought I could not avoid writing to him. | 
hope, sir, that you will approve of the conduct 
which I have pursued in these difficult and em- 
barrassing circumstances, and I beg you to be 
persuaded that it has been regulated solely by 
the active zeal which animates me for the ser- 
vice of the King, and which I dare flatter myself 
will more and more secure to me your confidence. 
Delicacy prevents my tracing to you the picture 
of the position of ——; the detail which | could 
make at the same time that it would afflict you, 
would convince you of the necessity of the steps 
which I have taken, as well as the purity aud 
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disinterestedness of my intentions. I have de- | derstood the sugar and coffee had been sent up 
jivered to Don T. Portell to be forwarded to you | with the dollars. Pleased with these precau- 
a note from ——. He begged me to inform you | tions, which to him appeared well calculated to 
that the multiplicity of his occupations did not | lull suspicion, blind the inquisitive, avert danger, 
rmit him at this moment to enlarge, but that | and insure success, he gave me verbal orders to 
Pe would write to you more in detail at my re- | take charge of the money, proceed with all possi- 
turn. Ihave also put into the hands of the com- | ble dispatch to New Madrid, and return speedily 
mandant a note of the same from for the | to Cincinnati. The reason for his not giving me 
Governor of Natchez. The motives which have | an order by writing is obvious: it might fall into 
vided me in all this affair, which are the desire | the hands of his enemies, an event that was within 
of not losing any time in flying to the relief of | the scope of possible contingencies, and which 
—, and the perfect conviction I have that, in | would inevitably have involved him, with perhaps 
doing so, L enter completely into your views, do | some of his friends, in destruction, and, in one mo- 
not permit me to write to you to the extent which ment, have blasted a sct:eme, in the prosecution of 
[had proposed ; but I will not neglect to do it | which he had devoted his talents, labor, and time, 
before my departure for Cincinnati. and have crowned the best founded hopes with 
I have the honor to be, sir, with the most pro- | the bitterness of disappointment. This he thought 
found respect and the most perfect devotion, your | was putting too much at stake; and to have 
most obedient servant, &c. | given me an order in cipher would undoubtedly 
To the Baron pe Caronpe et, &c. | have been useless, for it would have been unintel- 
icataiitienee | ligible to the commandant. To obviate as much 
No. 21. | as a eee Eee he cd oe 

a necessary, to write an order myself, and sign his 

New Mapnip, June 27,1796. | name. 1 cannot omit anuthies cogent rantae 
Sir: I arrived at this place yesterday afternoon. | which would not allow —— to zive me such an 
My return has been delayed nearly one month be- | order, was, that he knew not what sum of mo- 
ond the time I had calculated upon. Mr.S. and ney had been sent for him to New Madrid, and 
{ savted at Cincinnati, the 19th of last month; | could not, therefore, specify what I was to receive. 
he was then not perfectly in health, and a good He informed me, that neither you nor the Baron 





deal worsted by his journey, which, owing to | had mentioned in your letters a syllable about said 
the uncommon severity of the weather, had been | money; and that Don Andres alone writes him, 
attended with more fatigue than we expected to | that the money had been conveyed to New Mad- 
encounter. At some future, and not distant pe- | rid, without specifying the sum. This he was 
riod, I will do myself the honor of laying before | not a little surprised at. I left Greenville on the 
you some of the particulars of our travels, and | 9th, and proceeded to this place. This morning 
the reflections that occasionally pressed them-| J acquainted the commandant with my commis- 
selves on our minds. The situation into which | sion; on this he showed me a letter from the 
lam thrown, by a concurrence of circumstances, | Governor of the province, ordering him to deli- 
originating in a want of foresight, is far from | ver the money only to the person who should 
being pleasant. Indulge me with a few minutes | present him an order from ; assuring me, at 
patience, and I will acquaint you withit. S ,| the same time, that neither coffee nor sugar had 
at Cincinnati, gave me charge of the letters he | been sent for the purpose already mentioned. I 
had received for ; who was at that time at | expostulated in vain with him. Mortified and 
Greenville. The vigilance and activity of his | shocked with the thoughts of what would 
enemies made it unsafe to trust them to any or- | suffer by any further delay in this business, which, 
dinary conveyance ; I therefore resolved to carry | by a hostile combination of events, has been pro- 
them myself; but not to attract the eye of sus- | tracted so long, I thought it my duty to lay before 

icion, and even to remove the shadow of it, I | the commandant certain circumstances, which 
judged it necessary to remain at Cincinnati until I ‘the exigencies of the case alone can warrant. 
obtained permission from Gen. Wilkinson to visit | This, however, had the desired effect, by prevail- 
headquarters, where he commanded. Having ob- | ing upon him to accede to my proposals. Enclosed 
tained it, I proceeded thither without delay, and | you will receive a copy of what I have written 
arrived there the second of June, and delivered | to him. My conduct on this occasion, I hope 
the letter. —— asked me what arrangements | will meet your approbation. I can with confi- 
had been made to have the money forwarded to | dence assert, that it has been dictated solely by 
him. Iinformed him that 1 had agreed with | my zeal for the service of the King, my attach- 
Don Andres, who appeared to have the manage- | ment to ——, and a desire to serve him. As 
ment of that business, that I should proceed up | soon as the barge arrives from St. Fernando, and 
the Ohio with the barge in which Lieutenant A. | everything got in readiness, I will proceed up 
Gregg returned to Massac, with a cargo of sugar, | the river without any loss of time. —— expects 
coffee, &c., in barrels, and that, to elude the grasp | me by the first of August. I assured him so pos- 
even of conjecture, the money should be put by | itively that my absence should not extend beyond 
small quantities into the barrels; that I was to | that period, that if he is disappointed he will be 
have the selection of the boat’s crew, from among | tormented with the most painful anxiety. I am 
the Creoles and Canadians, living at this place, | informed that you have been appointed Governor 
or on board the King’s galleys; and that [ un- | of the province; permit me to congratulate you 
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on the event, and assure you that I rank amongst | person from whom I have this refused to accept 
the foremost who sincerely rejoice at it. Notto/|it. To tell you who it is, at this time, would be 
detain the boat that is going to St. Fernando, 1 | risking too much. When I shall have named 
am obliged to close this, and defer writing to you | him, you will not doubt of what advance. This 
more at length to a more leisure hour. same person has promised me that, at my return 

I have the honor to be, sir, with respect and | from Philadelphia, he would communicate cer- 
consideration, yours, &c. tain details, very interesting for this province. 

Don Gayoso pz Lemos, &c. As I hope to be in town almost as soon as this 

courier, I will no longer abuse your patience, and 
take up your precious time. 
New Maprip, January 3, 1797. I have the honor to be, with devotion and re- 

Sir: I arrived at this post the first of last | spect, your most obedient servant. 
month. I intended to announce to you this visit} Baron pe CARONDBLET. 
in person, but the most contrariant events have 
prevented me, and do not yet permit me to set | No 23. 
out for New Orleans, to render you an account | 
of my mission, in which I have succeeded in 
spite of the opposition of Wayne. 1 should have 
already returned to the capital, if | had myself 
been the bearer of the letters of ——, which I 
have received some days since by Mr. Nolan. 
The gazettes, which I have the honor tosend you 
with this, will inform you of the motives which 

revented from putting them under my care. 
ou will see there, also, the manner in. which 
I have been treated by the orders of General 
Wayne. There are certain details which it 
would be imprudent to exhibit to the eyes of the | 
pavlie but which I will communicate when I 
ave the honor of seeing your Excellency. 

In the instructions which accompany the let- 
ters of ——, he gives me the most pressing orders 
to go without delay to New Orleans, and from 
thence to Philadelphia, where my presence is 
indispensable. In consequence thereof, I have 
made an application to the Commandant Lassus 
for the barge in which I made my last voyage, 
which he has put at my disposition; and I should 
have set out the 22d of December if a frost had 


not happened, the hardest ever known in this 








New Maoprip, January 3, 1797, 

Sir: I arrived at this place on the first of last 
month, aud have been detained here by a con- 
currence of unlucky circumstances. —— had 
ordered me to stay here until Nolan should ar- 
rive with his letters. Mr. Nolan did not arrive 
before the 17th or 18th of December. I was 
ready to set off on the 22d, when the severest 
frost ever known in this country suddenly froze 
the river for a great distance from its banks. It 
still continues frozen, and such vast quantities of 
ice float down the part that is not frozen, that, to 
attempt to go down it in anything but a small 
canoe, would be rushing into the jaws of death. 
|I enclose you two newspapers, by which you 
will learn the manner in which I have been 
treated in the United States, and why —— did 
not venture to trust me with any papers. Iam 
happy, however, to acquaint you, that I delivered 
my charge in safety. I do not transmit you ’s 
letters, not to depart from his orders, which are, 
not to let them out my hands upon any consider- 
ation, but to deliver them personally to you; and, 
besides, I expect to be with you almost as soon 
as the bearer of this. After I shall have ex- 
plained to you, at Natchez, the motives of my 
conduct through the whole of this delicate and 
difficult business, I flatter myself it will meet 
with your approbation. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, your Ex- 
cellency’s most obedient and most humble ser- 
vant, 

His Excellency Governor Gayoso. 








country, which froze the Mississippi the distance 
of several toises from its banks. The river is 
still in the same state, and carries down so great 
a quantity of cakes of ice that, to undertake to 
descend it in any kind of vessel, except a little 
boat, would be exposing one’s self to inevitable 
shipwreck. As soon as the rigorous cold, which 
yet prevails, shall have ceased, and the river shall 

e cleared of ice, so that it may be navigated, you 
may be persuaded that I shall not delay my de- 
parture an instant. IfI do not send the letters 
of ——,, it is because I do not wish to go beyond 
his orders. He enjoined me, in the most express 
and urgent manner, not to part with them until 
I could deliver them to you in person. — I dare 
flatter myself, that when I shall have imparted 
to you the motives of my conduct in all this busi- 
ness, which is so very difficult and delicate, you 
will not refuse me your approbation; at least I 
do not lesitate to assure you that my intentions 
merit it. 

I believe it is essential that you should know 
that the suspicions which I communicated t » you, 
on the subject of General Collot, were but too 
well founded. He is sent by “Mr. Adet to fulfil 
the mission in which Mr Egron failed.” The 





W.—Deposition of Elisha Winters. 


I, the undersigned, certify and declare, that I 
was an inhabitant of Kentucky in the years 1788, 
89, and ’90 ; that General Wilkioson was then en- 
gaged in commerce between Kentucky and New 
Orleans ; that the General made a smail shipment 
of tobacco, in the Spring of 1791, not more than 
two boats, under the care of Captain Wilson, one 
of which sunk on the Ohio, and two or three hogs- 
heads of tobacco landed on the bank; the other 
boat landed in New Orleans a few days before I 
arrived in that port, and if there were any more 
arrivals (the property of the General) it was un- 
known tome. I further state that, in the year 
1791, I became a citizen of New Orleans, aad 
that the General might have made a shipment to 
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that part in 1792, but it was not probable, other- 
wise I should have had some knowledge of it. 
But this is improbable, because in the year 1790 
| was in New Orleans. ‘The residence of Gov- 
erpor Miro was then about two leagues from the 
city; @ message came to me that the Governor 
wished to see me at his house the next day. 
Accordingly I waited on his Excellency. He 
made strict inquiry concerning the General, and 
whether there were any tobacco coming or not, 
or whether the General was coming himself. 

lanswered that I knew nothing of the General’s 
coming, nor of any tobacco on its way. He then 
said that the General had treated him very ill, 
and if he could not have complied with his con- 
tract, he ought to have sent a man in a canoe 
with information. He then repeated it again, 
with great warmth, saying, I will not write him, 
but you must tell him, from me, that he has be- 
haved very improperly, and my disappointment 
js very great. This was expressed with much 
passion. j 

Governor Miro took his departure from New 
Orleans in the year of 1792. To my knowledge 
there was no tobacco received for the King’s 
use, after the arrival of the Baron Carondelet. 
A proclamation was issued, before the departure 
of Governor Miro, that no more tobacco would 
be received in the King’s stores for his Majesty’s 
use. 

I, the undersigned, further state, that, about 
the year 1796, I was on a visit at New Madrid, 
and, at the house of the commandant, heard him 
make some observations which I could not un- 
derstand, and applied to the interpreter for an 
explanation; he answered that the commandant 
had in his chamber a Spanish lady going to Gen- 
eral Wilkinson. This raised my curiosity. I 
made further inquiry, and found it to be a chest 
of dollars (as much as four or five men could 
handle) from the Spanish Government to Gen- 
eral Wilkinson. This I thought strange indeed. 
On being fully satisfied, in a very short time 
after, [took my departure for the falls of Ohio. 
After having been about four or five days on my 
voyage, I met a certain Mr. Power (an old ac- 
quaintance) descending the Ohio, who informed 
me that he was from headquarters, on his way 
to New Madrid, for a cargo of groceries, ‘This 
convinced me that what I had learned at New 
Madrid, was true, and that he was on his way to 
gallant the Spanish lady to headquarters. I then 
determined to make all possible despatch to the 
falls in order to give information of the approach 
of so valuable a creature. Accordingly, on my 
arrival at the falls, I immediately gave informa- 
tion to General Wayne that I had discovered, at 
New Madrid, a royal chest on its way to the 
Army of the United States, and that tais chest, 
together with the despatches that accompanied 
it, would be important, and that if he would send 
tome in Lexington a confidential person, I would 
communicate to him the particulars. Accord- 
ingly, in a very short time, 1 was visited by a 

ajor Swann, to whom | communicated the 
whole aflair, and assured the major that if im- 
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mediate and proper steps were taken to meet Mr. 
Power, on the Ohio, an important discovery 
would be made. The major immediately re- 
turned; and, as I have been informed, a certain 
Lieutenant Steel, was dispatched on this busi- 
ness, and met the aforesaid Power on the Ohio, 
but did not search his boat, and permitted him 
to proceed on his voyage. I afterwards saw my 
letter of information to General Wayne, in the 
War Office in the city of Philadelphia, in the 
hands of Mr. McHenry, then Secretary of War. 
The deponent further states that he was led to 
make particular inquiry of the Spanish interpre- 
ter at New Madrid, as aforesaid, from the cir- 
cumstance of seeing a post, which appeared 
rough and newly made, apparently supporting 
the upper floor of the room in which the com- 


mandant then was. 
ELISHA WINTERS, 


Wasaineoton Counry, ss. 

On this 16th April, 1810, before the subscriber, 
a justice of the peace for said county, appeared 
Elisha Winters, and made oath, in due form of 
law, that the above and foregoing facts are true to 
the best of his belief and recollection. 

Sworn before DANIEL RAPINE. 





No. 25.—Bradford’s affidavit. 


Sometime between the 10th and 20th days of 
January, 1807, in conversation with General 
Wilkinson on the subject of publications in the 
Western World, I expressed a belief that some 
of the charges there brought against him (the 
General) were true; and remarked that they 
were generally credited in Kentucky. I noticed 
the immense sums of money he expended, as 
tending to impress a belief that he had some 
otber resource than his pay and emoluments as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army. I informed 
him that [ had heard it very confidently asserted 
that the money he paid to John McDonough for 
sugars, when the Americans took possession of 
this country, was received from the Marquis de 
Casa Calvo. The General declared the report 
false, and raised to ruin him; that he had received 
the money from Lieutenant Taylor for extra 
services. Shortly after this conversation with 
General Wilkinson, I had one on the same sub- 
ject with Governor Claiborne. He told me that 
when he first heard of the purchase of sugars by 
the General, he was inclined to believe that he 
had come by the money, with which he made the 
purchase, corruptly; but that he had an explana- 
tion of the affair with General Wilkinson, who 
had removed every suspicion from his mind, and 
added, that the General received the money from 
Lieutenant Taylor, then military agent, for extra 
services in running lines. 

Since writing the above I have shown it to 
Governor Claiborne, who agrees to the facts 
stated with this correction: that, instead of say- 
ing he “ was inclined to believe that he had come 
by the money, with which he made the purchase, 
corruptiy,” he believed “all was not right.” And 
that instead of saying, “ the General received the 
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money from Lieutenant Taylor, then military 
agent, for extra services in running lines,” he 
said, “the General received the money from 
Lieutenant Taylor for drafts on the United 
States:” and he “ had heard that the drafts were 
for extra services in running tines and making 
Indian treaties ;” that be held these conversations 
frequently, and recollects one on this subject 
with the undersigned in the Winter of 1807. 
JAMES M. BRADFORD. 


Sworn and subscribed to, at the city of New 
‘Orleans, this 17th day of March, 1809, before me, 
SAMUEL D. EARLE, J. P. 





{. B.—Deposition of Isaac Briggs, April 14, 1810. 


Wasuineton Crry, 
13th of the 4th month, 1810. 

Shortly after I arrived in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory as surveyor of the public lands of the 
United States, in the Autumn of the year 1803, 
William C. C. Claiborne, then Governor of the 
said Territory, told me that Daniel Clarke had 
some time before made to him a proposition to 
put himself (Claiborne) at the head of all the 
force he could raise, march to New Orleans. and 
take forcible possession of thatcity. That $100,- 
000 would be at his (Claiborne’s) disposal ; and 
that General Wilkinson, with all the power in 
his command, would co-operate in the enterprise; 
and that soon afterwards, Richard Reynold Keen 
showed him (Claiborne) a written but anony- 
mous paper, which be believed to be in the hand- 
writing of General Wilkinson, and which con- 
tained an assurance that the General would 
co-operate in such an enterprise. This informa- 
tion the said Governor Claiborne repeated, and 
Hose Browse Trist, since deceased, confirmed 
to Robert Williams, late Governor of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, and myself, in the city of 
New Orleans, in the second month of the year 
eighteen hundred and four. 

About the beginning of the tenth month, in 
the year 1806, at thetown of Washington, in the 
Mississippi Territory, I told General James Wil- 
kinson | had been informed that he had received, 
previously to his leaving New Orleans in 1804, 
from the officers of the Spanish Government, 
about ten thousand dollars of a late Mexican 
coinage, in Campeachy bags. He replied it was 
fact; he had received about that sum, in the 
manner stated. and from the Spanish officers, but 
that it was due to him on account of former 
mercantile contracts with the Spanish Govern- 
ment. 

Having never taken any notes or memoran- 
dums, the above statement is from memory. 

ISAAC BRIGGS. 
Wasuincron Counry, ss: 

On this 13th of April, 1810, before the sub- 
scriber, a justice of the peace for said county, 
appeared Isaac Briggs, and affirmed that the 
facts stated in the foregoing instrument of writ- 
ing are just and true, to the best of his belief. 

Affirmed before DANIEL RAPINE. 
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Papers relative to the second point of inquiry, 


No, 34.—Mr Power’s narrative and deposition respect. 
ing his mission in 1795. 


In the year 1795 Governor Gayoso ascende 
the river Mississippi, commanding the Kino 
galleys and troops, destined to erect and garrison 
the fort of San Fernando de las Barrancas, ( Chick. 
asaw Bluffs,) where he remained, I believe. 
about two months, or perhaps longer; and after 
having, by his presence, given spirit and activity 
to the works, proceeded to New Madrid. |m- 
mediately on his arrival, which was in the be- 
ginning of September, 1795, he informed Captain 
Don Thomas Portell, the commandant. that he 
had despatches of the greatest importance to 
forward to Kentucky, and desired him to procure 
a person on whom he could depend to take 
charge of them. Portell spoke to me on the sub- 
ject. As travelling was then my ruling passion, 
{ proposed, without hesitation, to undertake the 
journey. Itmay not be improper here to observe, 
that I had already been sent by said Portell to 
Kentucky on two occasions; the first, at the be- 
ginning of 1794, to keep an eye on the move- 
ments and progress of what is generally known 
by the name of Genet’s expedition against Louis- 
iana, headed by Clarke and La Chaise; and the 
second, to accompany the Spaniards that had 
murdered Mr. Henry Owens, the bearer of Gen- 
eral Wilkinson’s $6,000, concerning which | 
have given my affidavit under this date. As | 
had acquitted myself of my commissions much 
to his satisfaction, he had recommended me 
strongly to the Governor. 

Without loss of time a pirogue, hands, and 

rovisions, were got ready; and I set off from 

ew Madrid on the 6th of September, and reached 
the Red Banks on the sixth day. Here I was 
detained by a bilious fever until the 24th, on 
which day I set off by land and arrived at Cin- 
cinnati on the 3d of October, having delayed one 
day at Lexington. The day after my arrival | 
Aaliveted my despatches to General Wilkinson, 
agreeably to my orders. When I left New Mad- 
rid, I was only half in the secret of the object of 
my mission ; but the General disclosed the whole 
plot to me, which was a separation of the West- 
ern from the Eastern States, such as appears in 
Judge Sebastian’s trial. After some days’ stay 
at Cincinnati 1 proceeded up the Ohio as far as 
Gallipolis, in obedience to General Wilkinson’s 
orders, which I had been instructed by Gayoso 
implicitly to follow. I returned to Cincinnati 
on the 8th of November, and left that place on 
the 14th with Wilkinson’s answers, having oc- 
casionally dined with the General, and having 
had several nocturnal conferences with him in 
Fort Washington. 

In his letter in cipher to Gayoso, September 
22, 1796, he refers him to what I should verbally 
communicate to him, which was as follows: 
That I must immediately return to Red Banks, 
where l should meet the following gentlemen, or 
at least two of them, viz: Messrs. Benjamin 
Sebastian, Henry Innes, John Murray, and George 
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Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 


Nicholas, whom I was to convey to the mouth | blies of State. The fort of San Fernando must 
of the Ohio, there to have an interview with | net, upon any consideration, be given up; for 
Gayoso. I have already mentioned that the plan | this would lessen the power and importance of 
of separation was such as appears in Sebastian’s | Spain, and the Americans would immediately 
trial; on Which subject Wiikinson directed me | take possession of it. As the seeds of an ap- 
to lay the following observations before Caron-| proaching rupture are alre+dy cast, it is proper 
delet and Gayoso. However, before I proceed | that all the necessary preparations should be 
any further, it will not be improper to state that | made in the province, by building forts on the 
Wilkinson received a letter some time after from frontiers, increasing the number of Spanish agents 
Gayoso, expressive of much discontent and re-| in Kentucky, and depositing funds in the country, 
roach for having imprudently communicated to} to. be enabled to face contingencies. General 
me the whole extent of their plots. This 1 had | Clarke and his adherents, who are in the pay of 
from Wilkinson himself. [Here follow the ob-| the French Republic, must be bought into the 
servations.] In this I am confident that I am | service of Spain, The French may hereafter be 
perfectly correct, as I committed them to paper | prevailed upon to take produce of Kentucky and 
at the time, and which I will literally copy:| the Western country, forthe use of their colonies. 
«The various channels through which the West- It is absolutely necessary that military magazines 
ern country is to receive foreign commodities. ; should be formed at New Madrid, well provided 
Which the most advantageous? . Ist. by the | with arms, ammunition, and other military stores. 
river St. Lawrence and the lakes; 24. By New| A watchful eye must be kept upon Daniel Clarke, 
York, Hudson, or North river, and by Oswego {| senior, and his nephew Daniel Clarke, Minor, 
into the lake; 3d. By Baltimore, up the Susque- | Beauregard, Du Forét. Morales, and their friends. 
hannah, a portage to , that empties into! They must never be trusted in anything that re- 
the Alleghany, down into the Ohio; 4th. By | lates to Wilkinson and > 

——, up the Potomac, portage to Cheat river; ‘“ Pounds of sugar mean hard dollars; Camp- 
into the Monongahela, and down the Ohio; 5th. | bell, Carondelet; McCullough, Gayoso; Marietta, 
By New Orleans and the Mississippi, &c. An| New Orleans; Post Vincennes, Philadelphia; 
intelligent person ought to be sent to these dif- | store, fortification; Monongahela, mouth of the 


ferent places, and obtain every possible informa- 
tion on the spot concerning the difficulty or 
facility attending their navigation, &c., and, by 
comparing them, see which merits the preference. 
Itmight, perhaps, also be the means of artificially 
giving the advantage to the Mississippi in case it 
does not possess it naturally. The free naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi injurious to the future 
population of Louisiana; because numbers who 
would have emigrated to it for the sake of enjoy- 
ing the privileges of Spanish subjects, and from 
which foreigners were excluded, would now pos- 
sess those advantages without moving to it. 
“To ascend the Ohio with a cargo, the profits 


Ohio; words, war; silence, peace; cash, Spain; 
corn, France; pork, England; whiskey, United 
States; pounds of coffee, arms; segars, men; 
bread, ammunition.” 

Immediately on my return to New Madrid, a 
large pirogue was purchased, and everything 
provided that could contribute to the accommo- 
dation of the gentlemen; and I again set off for 
Red Banks towards the beginning of December. 
Oo my arrival at that place, I there found Mr. 
B. Sebastian, who had taken passage in a flat 
boat, bound to New Madrid. On my inguiring for 
the other gentlemen, he told me that, as Murray 
had for some time past been in a habitual state 


on which must be a perquisite for the person en- | of inebriation, it was not judged proper that he 
trusted with it. By these means the following | should be of the partv; that Mr. H. Innes could 
advantages will be obtained: The money that it | not leave his home, owing to some family con- 
may be judged proper to introduce into the coun- | cerns, or to indisposition, I do not recollect which ; 
try will be kept out of sight, even of the crew, | and that the absence of Lawyer Nicholas would 


and the real object of the expedition kept secret. | 
It may draw the confidence of the people, and | 
point out the channel through which they must | 
receive foreign commodities. The cargo ought | 
to consist of gunpowder, sugar, coffee, brandy, | 
wine, segars, &c. The mouth of the Ohio must | 
be formidably fortified, and works erected of | 
suficient strength to arrest the progress of an | 
army during a whole campaign, and thus gain | 
one year. Kentuckians must be employed in| 
raising these fortifications. This will help to do | 
away all national distinctions and prejudices, | 
and to conciliate and fraternise the two nations. | 
he cannons wanted may be cast in Kentucky. 
A bank must be established in Kentucky, with a | 
capital of one million of dollars; the directors to | 


excite a degree of suspicion that might defeat the 
object they had in view; but said that he was 
fully authorized to treat with the Governor in 
their name. We accordingly proceeded to the 
mouth of the Ohio, he in the flat, myself in the 
pirogue. We arrived in a short time on the Mis- 
sissippi. There we found Gayoso encamped, 
opposite the mouth of the Ohio, where he had 
amused himself in building a small triangular 
stockade fort, with the view of impressing the 
public with the idea that he had no other object 
in contemplation. Here the bad weather de- 
tained us a few days; during which time we had 
the visit of Julian Poydras and Mr. Bernoudi, 
jun., who were descending in a flat to New Or- 
eons We arrived at New Madrid, I think, on 


€ chosen among the most distinguished and | Christmas day, and remained there but a short 
leading characters in the country. We shall! time, and continued our route to Natchez; Se- 
thus secure a majority in tae councils and assem- | bastian, with the Governor, in his galliot, and 
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myself with Mr. Vanden Benden in a King’s 
barge. After an ordinary passage we arrived at 
Natchez, where we were hospitably entertained 
in the Government house. I stayed there buta 
short time; then proceeded to New Orleans, 
leaving Sebastian atthe Governor’s. They both 
reached New Orleans together afew days after me. 

Mr. Sebastian and myself left New Orleans, if 
I recollect right, in March, or the beginning of 
April, baving taken passage for Philadelphia in 
the brig Gayoso, Captain Jared Arnold, where 
we arrived after nineteen days’ passage. We re- 
mained but a few days in Philadelphia, and pro- 
ceeded to Shippensburgh in the stage. Here we 
put our baggage in a wagon, and, for numerous 
reasons unnecessary to expose, continued our 
journey to Red Stone on foot. At Red Stone 
we embarked in a flat, bound to Cincinnati, 
where we arrived on the 17th or 18th of May. 
The next day after our arrival, Sebastian took 
passage ina flat for Louisville. I remained at 
Cincinnati. On the 20th I wrote to General 
Wilkinson, who then had the command of the 
army, owing to General Wayne’s absence, so- 
liciting permission to travel by the line of forts 
to Greenville, and pursue my route from thence 
to the Illinois, by Post Vincennes. The follow- 
ing is a copy of his answer: 


“ HEADQUARTERS, GREENVILLE, 
May 25, 1796. 

“Sin: The day before yesterday 1 had the 
honor to receive a letter from you, under date of 
the 20th instant, in which you request leave to 
visit this place, and to proceed by St. Vincennes 
and the Illinois to New Madrid. Permit me, sir, 
to observe, that this precaution was unnecessary, 
at a time when the United States of America 
are, happily, at peace with all the world. In this 
enviable situation, the officers of the American 
army have no concealments to make, and, there- 
fore, our camps and our forts are free to the in- 
gress and egress of all persons who deport them- 
selves with propriety. I beg you, sir, to believe 
that, upon an unpleasant occasion, to which you 
are pleased to refer, my conduct was directed 
more by the delicacy of my own situation than 
any sense of your demerit. Neither my sympa- 
thies nor my antipathies have ever gained such 
an ascendant over my reason as to incline me to 
condemn, upon hearsay, or adopt the prejudices 
of any man. I thank you, sir, for the trouble 
you have given yourself in bringing forward the 
segars committed to your care by my very wor- 
thy friends, Governor Gayoso and Don Andres. 

“And have the honor to be, with due consider- 
ation, sir, your most obedient servant, 

“JAMES WILKINSON. 

“Mr. Tuomas Power.” 

Having obtained the General’s permission to 
go to Greenville, Major Mills, Adjutant General, 
procured mea horse from the quartermaster to 
carry me to Greenville. There [ stayed tive or 
six days, quartered on Captain Prior, and Lieu- 
tenant Charies Hyde. Assoon asI had received 
the General’s instructions, and answers to my 
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despatches, I returned to Cincinnati; for my 
journey to the Illinois by Vincennes was a device 
to avoid curiosity. I lost no time at Cincinnai; 
but proceeded with all possible haste to New 
Madrid, where I took charge of Wilkinson’s nine 
thousand six hundred and forty dollars. For the 
details of the rest of this expedition I refer to my 
deposition (No. 17) taken before Mr. Eliphale: 
Fitch. | THOMAS POWER. 


New Or.ueans, March 18, 1809, 


Personally appeared Thomas Power, and did 
solemnly swear that the preceding narrative js 
just and true. E. FITCH. J. P. 





G. Y.—General Wilkinson’s letter to Gov. Gayoso. 


Fort WasuincTon, 7 bre. 22, 1796. 


Ili health, and many pressing engagements, 
must be my apology fora short letter. I must 
refer you to my letter to the Baron for several 
particulars, and for a detail of my perils and 
abuses. I must beg leave to refer you to our 
friend Power, whom I find of youthful enterprise 
and fidelity ; he certainly deserves well of the 
Court, and I do not doubt that he will be re- 
warded, 

What a political crisis is the present! and how 
deeply interesting in its probable results, in all its 
tendencies, and thereby must hope it may not be 
carried into execution. If it is, an entire reform 
in the police and the military establishments of 
Louisiana will be found immediately indispensa- 
ble to the security of the Mexican provinces. | 
beg you to write me fully on this question, in 
cipher, by Power, whose presence in Philadel- 
phia is necessary, as well to clear his own cliar- 
acter, attacked by Wayne, as to support the fact 
of the outrage recently offered to the Spanish 
Crown, in his person, and to bring me either the 
person or the deposition of a man now under your 
command, who had been suborned by Wayne to 
bear false witness against me, and afterwards, {or 
fear he should recant, bribed him to leave Ken- 
tucky. Power will give you the perfect of this 
infamous transaction ; and I conjure you by all 
the ties of friendship and of policy, to assist him 
on. this oceasion. If Spain does not resent the 
outrage offered to Power, in the face of all Kea- 
tucky, my letter to the Baron will explain the 
motives which carry me to Philadelphia ; from 
thence I will again write you. Power will ex- 
plain to you circumstances which justify the 
belief of the great treachery that has been prac- 
tised with respect to the money lately sent to me. 
For the love of God, my friend, enjoin grea! 
secrecy and caution in all our concerns; never 
suffer my name to be written nor spoken. The 
suspicion of Washington is wide awake. Be- 
ware of Bradford, hs Wore Pitt refugee ; he seeks 
to make peace ; there are spies everywhere. We 
have a report here that you are appointed Gov- 
ernor of Louisiana; may God grant it, as I pre- 
sume the Baron will be promoted. 

I am ever your affectionate friend, W. 
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Brigadier General James Wilkinson. e 


Narcuez, 6 de Febrero, 1797. | acter, addressed to as many of the native respect- 
Es copia de una carta eo ciphra que he recivide | able merchants of that city as possible; these 
de} General Wilkinson, | may be readily procured from New Orleans and 
M. GAYOSO DE LEMOS. | the Havana. 
En un papilito a parte dice lo siguiente. It is indispensable that P. should meet me in 
This will be delivered to you by Nolan, whom, | Philadelphia; for the rest, let him rely on my 
you know, is a child of my own raising, true to friendship and addresss. To collect from Brad- 
his profession, and firm in his attachments to ford every information respecting the Pittsburg 
Spain. I consider him a powerful instrument in | !Msurrection which may be employed, should it 
our hands, should occasion offer. 1 will answer | be found necessary, to disgrace certain persons ; 
for his conduct; I am deeply interested in what- | to bear no paper about him which carries my 
soever concerns him, and I confidently recom- | Dame upon it. . 
mend him to your warmest protection. Employ the $640, avec le cargaison, to pay ex- 
I am evidently your affectionate, penses, and lay in a cargo of best flour, pour la 
WILKINSON. | ville, where it will help to reimburse. In making 
Es copia: M. Gayoso pp Lemos. | your settlement, take care to secure me the $640 
| advanced, and bring them with you. I have 
t 5 
No. 35—Instructions from General Wilkinson to Thos. | Seen ores io eee ee 
Power, in the handwriting of P. Nolan. | upon examination, you find his presence of more 
To proceed to Gallipolis to make application | consequence than his deposition, when taken as 
and propositions to the leading characters there, | directed. I believe he was caused to desert by 
to induce them to remove to New Madrid, with | O’Hara; probe him to that point. You are to 
all the French of that settlement; to urge this bring me_ papers, but my name is not to be writ- 
point in such measure as to attract the attention | ten or spoken. You must do the needful below to 
of the public officers there, whose report to the expose and detect past treachery or indiscretion, 
Executive will immediately follow, and will ac- | and to prevent either in future. I have. referred 
count for his frequent missions to that place. To | particularly on this head. I shall expect you im- 
return as rapidly as possible, to load with flour, | patiently. Should I continue where I am, I shall 
and proceed without delay to New Orleans. In | wish you near me; if I cross the water, you are 
the route, to see Newman, and to enter on the to accompany ; bring every credential of family 
subject of his desertion; to inform him of the | and fortune, to repulse the insinuations of ——. 


facts which have transpired, and the opinions | Trust something to my address, and put faith in 


prevalent ; to urge his return, as the request of | my honor and affections to the grave. 

all his friends; to assure him of safety, and of | 

such reward as he may demand; also,that being) : 

pardoned for the imputed offence, no further pro- | No. 36.—Letter from Thomas Power to the Baron de 


} ‘ 
cess can Jay against him for the same; that the | Corondelet, dated 
oath which he was suborned to take, being made New Orveans, May 9, 1797. 


while in duress, is, in itself, a nullity,and cannot | Enclosed your Excellency will receive the doc- 
be offered in crimination of him. It will be | uments relative to my last confidential expedi- 
necessary that he should take down his exami-| tion, made by your Excellency’s order in the 


} nation, founded upon the interrogations furnished | Ohio, of which [ have already given you a narra- 


him, and. if they prove material to the crimina- | tive as well verbal as in writing. The remarks 
tion of Wayne and his associates, then he must | which follow will serve for its elucidation. 
embark N n under a fictitious name at New| I left New Madrid with ten oarsmen and a pa- 
Orleans, for Philadelphia; and, having arrived | tron; the provisions which were delivered to the 
there, must lodge him in some retired place, and | crew, were biscuits fora month, meat fora month, 
call upon me, under cover of night, for further | rum for fifteen days. 

advice; you will hear of me at If N n| To disguise, as far as possible, the true object 
cannot be prevailed upon to to return under dis- | of the expedition, we had hired the people, under 
positions favorable to my views, then, let his dec- | the same conditions as are common in commer- 


laration, on oath, be circumstantially taken to all | cial voyages, so that the monthly rations allowed 











| the poiats enumerated in the interrogatories, in | by the King did not even last fifteen days. The 


aoe of Dr. Howers, Colonel Bruin, Dan- | reason why I issued to the crew two extraordinary 
iel Clarke, or any three or four of the most noto- | allowances of liquor daily, counting from the day 
nous, and of the most respectable Americans of | we left Red Bank until our arrival at the falls of 
the Natchez district ; let these gentlemen certify | Ohio, was to encourage them to row with vigor, 
{0 two copies, and to the original, and let them | that Lieutenant Steel, whom 1 thought in pursuit 
be transmitted to me through different channels. | of me, might not again take me, because, had I 

-to take charge of the original. Mr. P. must | fallen into bis hands a second time, I was lost. 
take with him eredeotials from the Government | As respects the one hundred and fifty dollars, for 
of Louisiana, acquitting him of any political con- | the horse which I bought to make the journey 
hexion Or agency injurious or hostile to the in- | from Frankfort to Cincinnati, and the expenses 
lerests of the United States. He must carry to | which accrued on this journey, they were indis- 
Philadelphia testimonials of his family and char-! pensable for a double motive: to carry my com- 
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‘plaint against Steel. for having offered so great 


an insult to our flag, and to give advice of my ar- 
rival to the American General, Mr. James Wil- 
kinson, that he mighttake the necessary measures. 
I have toadd, that the motive which has induced 
me to dispose of the merchandise which [received 
of I. and A. Hunt, in exchange for the coffee and 
sugar, was to give credit to the opinion which I 
myself had raised. that I had come to purchase 
horses to take to Natchez, in order to better the 
breed in that district. Besides this, as the occur- 
rence with Steel had awakened suspicions, excited 
apprehensions, and attracted the attention of the 
inhabitants of the Western country, all had their 
eyes directed on me, so that I found myself obliged 
to do something which should please them, that 
it might serve me as a safe conduct to quit those 

rts, which, by this means, I happily effected. 

he mare, of which the statement No. 1 makes 
mention, was lost on my arrival at New Madrid, 
in the woods, where she died of thirst, the exces- 
sive frosts having entirely frozen up the waters. 
The stud horse I delivered on going down to Don 
Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, but he returned him 
to mea short time since, and | have him care- 
fully kept until your Excellency is pleased to 
make some disposition respecting him. Of the 
sum of $9,640, which I was to deliver to Mr. James 
Wilkinson, I have only delivered him nine thou- 
sand, having retained the $640 to avoid the un- 
fortunate result with which I was threatened, and 
likewise to provide what was necessary for the 
crew during the voyage. The following are the 
documents which are enclosed: 

No. 1. The account sale of the merchandise 
laden, &c. 

No. 2. Account of expenses for the crew. 

No. 3. Account and expenditure of the $640. 

No. 4. Statement which shows in what man- 
ner the merchandise has been made use of. 

No. 5. Statement which shows what is due to 


me. 

No. 6. Invoice of I. and A. Hunt. 

All which were accompanied with the obliga- 
tion of Mr. N. Welch for $105, and the two re- 
ceipts of Mr. Boyd, the one for $4664 for the value 
of a horse, the other for $200, for the value of a 
mare. The balance which appears in my favor, 
according to the statement Nos. 3 and 4, as well 
as the account of my monthly pay for fourteen 
months, I beg your Excellency will be pleased to 
direct that it should be remitted to me, or deliv- 
ered to Mr. Philip Nolan, to whom | have given 
advice on the subject. 

Mr. James Wilkinson, in the instructions which 
he has given me, directs that I should present to 
your Excellency the account of the expenses to 
which the $640 have been applied, (and 1 have 
done so in the statement No. 3,) that he may be 
reimbursed said amount. The instruction says, 
“in making your settlement take care to secure 
me the six hundred and forty dollars advanced, 
and bring them with you.” Although he charged 
me to take them to him in the United States, I 
am of opinion that no one is better suited to remit 


‘them than Mr. Philip Nolan, as your Excellency 


Brigadier General James. Wilkinson. 
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has now resolved that I should remain in th 
province; your Excellency will please to suff, 
me to assure you that in every particular, [ hay, 
acted with prudence, with honor, and the disip. 
terestness of an honest man, as well as with th» 
zeal and fidelity which the King’s service yp. 
quires, and with the vigilance and activity whic) 
the arduous enterprise | wasengaged in demanded, 
I deserve nothing, and expect nothing. for having 
fulfilled the obligations of a good subject to Hi, 
Majesty, unless your Excellency will be please; 
to procure me opportunities of displaying the jp. 
clination I feel DP ieceihaing myself for the pros. 
perity of my country and glory of my Sovereigy 
God preserve your Excellency many years. 
THOMAS POWER. 





No. 37.—Answer to the foregoing. 
New Orveans, May 28, 1797, 
There remains in my hands six documents rel. 
ative to the account of the last expedition whic; 
you made in the Ohio, and which you enclose 
me in! ~~"! latter of the 9th instant, an 
they a 


TIGHTLY 


chandise has beetreu-. 

No. 5. Statement which shOWs-me- 
due to you; and 

No. 6. Original invoice of I. and A. Hunt. 

On account of it there will be delivered to you 
$1,000, that yer may make preparations for you 
journey, in the new commission which I entrus 
to your care. 

It is necessary to see how you can get rid 0) 
the horse, with the least weet loss, as well a 
to recover the debt of Nicholas Welsh, or have i 
recovered, for which purpose I enclose you bi 
obligation ; and likewise the proceeds of the mer- 
chandise, which, to the amount of $353, you de 
livered to Don Pedro Derbigny, in order to give 
an account to the Court without these balances 
which caused trouble, and appear speculations 
when they are no more than the effect of neces 
sity, and the difficulty which these commissioii 
cause, in places where there are no resources 
when you have to deceive the vigilance of spie. 

As you finish these matters, and as soon as you! 
present commission is fulfilled, you will give a 


advice. 
DE CARONDELET. 
To Mr. Tuomas Power. 





We whose names are hereunto subscribed, !! 
severally swear and declare, that we were wel 
acquainted with the handwriting of the Baro 
de Carondelet, late Governor General of the pr 
vince of Louisiana, and that we have no dovl! 
that the letters hereunto annexed, dated several) 
the 23d of April, 1797, and 26th of May, 1797,3" 
in the proper handwriting of the said Baron ¢ 
Carondelet, as also the signature to the sat 
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bis And we do also declare in like manner, that we 
fer are acquainted with the handwriting of Don 
‘Ye B® andres Armesta, late Secretary of the Govero- 
10: BH ment, and that the letter hereunto annexed, dated 
the  ogih May, 1797, is in the handwriting of the said 
' pon Andres, and the signature thereunto affixed 
_jsin the proper handwriting of the said Baron 


ed, "de Carondelet. 

nz P. PEDESCLAUX, Not. Pub. 

His S DE QUINONES, N. P. 

el N. BROUTIN, N. P. 

te J.J. BLACHE, 

os G. DUBUYS. 

| Signed in my presence, by Pierre Pedesclaux, 

, [Stephen de Quinones, Narcissus Broutin, J. J. 

' & plache, and G. Dubuys, and duly sworn before 
“me, this 17th March, 1809. 

= ELIPHALET FITCH, 

/. i Notary Public and J. P. 

rel- i ae 

hich No. 38. 

osed 


al New Orceans, May 26, 1797. 
iba receiv sir, your letters of the Sth, of 
13th, and 10th of May, and I briefly 
/ seer wishes, because I 


eatest con- 
you in any 
xstood that 
may make 


n of money. 
_— | of; in fine, 
reiders you iidepene..., tures me the 
bpportunity of recommending you to the Minis- 
er of State. . No one will be informed of it, not 
pven the Intendant; there will be none but Don 
Andres and myself who will be acquainted with 
he true motive. 
| General Wilkinson having informed the Com- 
mandant at New Madrid that he is getting ready 
detachment of the Army. which he has at his 
brders, to take possession of the forts of Natchez, 
nd Walnut Hills, in conformity to the second 
article of the treaty of friendship, limits, and 
avigation, concluded with Spain, hoping that 
twill be faithfully observed ; and it having ap- 
eared proper to him to give this advice, in order 
0 prevent any misapprehension of the motives 
thich direct this movement of their troops, &c. 
t is very natural that | should answer him that, 
io the first place some doubts have arisen respect- 
"yg the manner in which the posts are to be with- 
grawn on the part of Spain; that is to say, if 
T hey ought to be delivered with their fortifications 
4ad edifices, as the United States understand it, 
or simply evacuated, razed, and abandoned, as I 
fomprehend it, avoiding in this way tocompromit 
¥: with the nations who have ceded to us the ter- 
tories of the Bluffs, Walnut Hills, and Confed- 
ration, under the express condition that weshould 
build forts there, to prevent their lands being taken 
omthem. I had resolved, in regard to this point, 
O await the decision of the Court, or the Minister 
lenipotentiary near the United States, as well 
#s theirs; but being informed shortly afterwards 
‘Peat the above mentioned Minister had informed 
















you 
your 
trust 


id of 
st] as 
ve it 
a his 
met: 
u de 
give 
Nees 
1008, 
eces 
sions 
ree’, 
S ples. 
yout 
re Me 












od, di 
, well 


APPENDIX. 


Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 


2330 


the President that an English expedition had lef 
Montreal with the intention of attacking the Illi- 
nois, had wintered on the lakes, and was to tra- 
verse the territory of the United States, in order 
to attack Upper Louisiana, and had demanded 
that, in virtue of the last treaty, the said States 
should oppose, by efficacious means, this viola- 
tion of their territory, 1 then determined to retain 
the forts of Natchez and Walnut Hills, to place 
Lower Louisiana in safety, until the most effica- 
cious measures, on the part of the United States, 
shall put it in safety from this danger, and until 
a sufficient corps of troops, commanded by an 
officer of superior rank, should present himself 
to take possession of Natchez, maintain good or- 
der there, and restrain the robberies and difficul- 
ties with the Indians, conformable to the fifth ar- 
ticle of the treaty cited by the said General; that, 
in consequence, I am ready to evacuate the posts 
of Natchez and Walnut Hills, on the arrival of 
the detachment which he announces by his letter, 
dated from Fort Washington, as soon as ever the 
Congress have agreed with the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Majesty on the way in which the 
said evacuation is to take place; but until this 
decision is made, I request he will suspend the 
march of the said detachment, whose presence 
could not fail to disturb the tranquillity of the 
province, and perhaps the good intelligence which 
I wish to maintain between the subjects of the 
two Powers. You will be thre bearer of this let- 
ter, and if you believe you can prevent the Amer- 
ican detachment from descendiog the river, you 
will deliver a duplicate of it to the commandant, 
requesting him to wait new orders from his general. 

The second object of your commission, which 
no one must penetrate, and which for this reason 
you must retain in your memory, is to sound and 
examine the dispositions of the people of the 
Western States, whose militia it is reported to 
me has received orders to be ready to march on 
the first advice; and in case that should be true, 
you will inform the Commandant of New Ma- 
drid of it by the first opportunity you find. But 
in order not to render yourself suspected, you 
will content yourself with putting the date of 
your letter at bottom, and will only treat of in- 
different subjects. If hostile preparations are 
making, you will put before your signature a 
stroke (une barre) like that which freemasons use, 
and which you see at the bottom of this letter; 
the number of dots above will designate that of a 
thousand men, and that below the hundreds, of 
which this expedition is to be composed ; you will 
point out the number of pieces of artillery, by a 
number of points placed in your flourish ( parafe) 
according to your custom, the points on the left sig- 
nifying tens, and those on the right units. This 
letter will be immediately sent me by the Com- 
mandant of New Madrid, in consequence of the or- 
dersI shall givehim. You may even mention it to 
him in yours, saying simply saying that it is pro- 
per I should be informed, without delay, of your 
arrival on the Ohio, and that he should send me 
your letter by express. On your journey you 
will give to understand adroitly to those persons 
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rival to the American General, Mr. James Wil- 
kinson, that he mighttake the necessary measures. 
I have toadd, that the motive which has induced 
me to dispose of the merchandise which [received 
of I. and A. Hunt, in exchange for the coffee and 
sugar, was to give credit to the opinion which I 
myself had raised. that I had come to purchase 
horses to take to Natchez, in order to better the 
breed in that district. Besides this, as the occur- 
rence with Steel had awakened suspicions, excited 
apprehensions, and attracted the attention of the 
inhabitants of the Western country, all had their 
eyes directed on me, so that Ifound myself obliged 
to do something which should please them, that 
it might serve me as a safe conduct to quit those 

rts, which, by this means, I happily effected. 

he mare, of which the statement No. 1 makes 
mention, was lost on my arrival at New Madrid, 
in the woods, where she died of thirst, the exces- 
sive frosts having entirely frozen up the waters. 
The stud horse I delivered on going down to Don 
Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, but he returned him 
to mea short time since, and I have him care- 
fully kept until your Excellency is pleased to 
make some disposition respecting him. Of the 
sum of $9,640, which I was to deliver to Mr. James 
Wilkinson, I have only delivered him nine thou- 
sand, having retained the $640 to avoid the un- 
fortunate result with which I was threatened, and 
likewise to provide what was necessary for the 
crew during the voyage. The following are the 
documents which are enclosed: 

No. 1. The account sale of the merchandise 
laden, &c. 

No. 2. Account of expenses for the crew. 

No. 3. Account and expenditure of the $640. 

No. 4. Statement which shows in what man- 
ner the merchandise has been made use of. 

No. 5. Statement which shows what is due to 


me. 

No. 6. Invoice of I. and A. Hunt. 

All which were accompanied with the obliga- 
tion of Me. N. Welch for $105, and the two re- 
ceipts of Mr. Boyd, the one for $4664 for the value 
of a horse, the other for $200, for the value of a 
mare. The balance which appears in my favor, 
according to the statement Nos. 3 and 4, as well 
as the account of my monthly pay for fourteen 
months, I beg your Excellency will be pleased to 
direct that it should be remitted to me, or deliv- 
ered to Mr. Philip Nolan, to whom | have given 
advice on the subject. 

Mr. James Wilkinson, in the instructions which 
he has given me, directs that I should present to 
your Excellency the account of the expenses to 
which the $640 have been applied, (and I have 
done so in the statement No. 3,) that he may be 
reimbursed said amount. The instruction says, 
“in making your settlement take care to secure 
me the six hundred and forty dollars advanced, 
and bring them with you.” Although he charged 
me to take them to him in the United States, I 
am of opinion that no one is better suited to remit 
them than Mr. Philip Nolan, as your Excellency 
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as, 














has now resolved that I should remain in thj 
province; your Excellency will please to suff, 
me to assure you that in every particular, | hay; 
acted with prudence, with honor, and the disip. 
terestness of an honest man, as well as with the 
zeal and fidelity which the King’s service re. 
quires, and with the vigilance and activity which 
thearduous enterprise | wasengaged in demanded, 
I deserve nothing, and expect nothing. for having 
fulfilled the obligations of a good subject to His 
Majesty, unless your Excellency will be pleased 
to procure me opportunities of displaying the ip- 
elination I feel of sacrificing myself for the pros. 
perity of my country and glory of my Sovereign, 
God preserve your Excellency many years. 
THOMAS POWER. 





No. 37.—Answer to the foregoing. 
New Orveans, May 28, 1797, 


There remains in my hands six documents rel- 
ative to the account of the last expedition whic) 
you made in the Ohio, and which you enclosed 
me in your official letter of the 9th instant, and 
they are as follows: 

No. 1. Account sales of the effects laden at New 
Madrid. 

No. 2. Another, of the expenses of the crew. 

No. 3. Account of the expenditure of the $640. 

No. 4. Statement which shows how the mer- 
chandise has been employed. 

‘No. 5. Statement which shows the balances 
due to you; and 

No. 6. Original invoice of I. and A. Hunt. 

On account of it there will be delivered to you 
$1,000, that i may make preparations for your 
journey, in the new commission which I entrust 
to your care. 

It is necessary to see how you can get rid o! 
the horse, with the least possible loss, as well as 
to recover the debt of Nicholas Welsh, or have it 
recovered, for which purpose I enclose you his 
obligation ; and likewise the proceeds of the mer- 
chandise, which, to the amount of $353, you de- 
livered to Don Pedro Derbigny, in order to give 
an account to the Court without these balances, 
which caused trouble, and appear speculations, 
when they are no more than the effect of neces- 
sity, and the difficulty which these commissions 
cause, in places where there are no resources. 
when you have to deceive the vigilance of spies. 

As you finish these matters, and as soon as you! 
present commission is fulfilled, you will give me 


advice. 
DE CARONDELET. 
To Mr. Tuomas Power. 





We whose names are hereunto subscribed, 40 
severally swear and declare, that we were well 
acquainted with the handwriting of the Baroa 
de Carondelet, late Governor General of the pro 
vince of Louisiana, and that we have no doub! 
that the letters hereunto annexed, dated severally 
the 23d of April, 1797, and 26th of May, 1797, are 
in the proper handwriting of the said Baron de 
Carondelet, as also the signature to the same. 
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And we do also declare in like manner, that we 
are acquainted with the handwriting of Don 
Andres Armesta, late Secretary of the Govero- 
ment, and that the letter hereunto annexed, dated 
ath May, 1797, is in the handwriting of the said 
Don Andres, and the signature thereunto aflixed 
isin the proper handwriting of the said Baron 
de Carondelet. 

P. PEDESCLAUX, Not. Pub. 

S DE QUINONES, N. P. 

N. BROUTIN, N. P. 

J. J. BLACHE, 

G. DUBUYS. 


Signed in my presence, by Pierre Pedesclaux, 
Stephen de Quinones, Narcissus Broutin, J. J. 
Blache, and G. Dubuys, and duly sworn before 
me, this 17th March, 1809. 

ELIPHALET FITCH, 
Notary Public and J, P. 


No. 38. 


New Orueans, May 26, 1797. 

I have received, sir, your letters of the Sth, of 
the 7th, 12th, 13th, and 10th of May, and I briefly 
answer them in fulfilling your wishes, because I 
entrust to you a commission of the greatest con- 
sequence, which does not compromit you in any 
manner, it being, however, well understood that 
you carry with you no paper which may make 
mention of it, as it procures you a sum of money. 
which you state to me you are in need of; in fine, 
it renders ‘you independent, and procures me the 
opportunity of recommending you to the Minis- 
ter of State. . No one will be informed of it, not 
even the Intendant; there will be none but Don 
Andres and myself who will be acquainted with 
the true motive. 

General Wilkinson having informed the Com- 
mandant at New Madrid that he is getting ready 
adetachment of the Army. which he has at his 
orders, to take possession of the forts of Natchez, 
and Walnut Hills, in conformity to the second 
article of the treaty of friendship, limits, and 
navigation, concluded with Spain, hoping that 
it will be faithfully observed ; and it having ap- 
peared proper to him to give this advice, in order 
\o prevent any misapprehension of the motives 
which direct this movement of their troops, &c. 
itis very natural that | should answer him that, 
in the first place some doubts have arisen respect- 
lug the manner in which the posts are to be with- 
drawn on the part of Spain; that is to say, if 
they ought to be delivered with their fortifications 
and edifices, as the United States understand it, 
or simply evacuated, razed, and abandoned, as I 
comprehend it, avoiding in this way to compromit 
us with the nations who have ceded to us the ter- 
ntories of the Bluffs, Walnut Hills, and Confed- 
eration, under the express condition that weshould 
build forts there, to prevent their lands being taken 
fomthem. I had resolved, in regard to this point, 
‘0 await the decision of the Court, or the Minister 
Plenipotentiary near the United States, as well 
as theirs ; but being informed shortly afterwards 
that the above mentioned Minister had informed 
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the President that an English expedition had lef 
Montreal with the intention of attacking the Illi- 
nois, had wintered on the lakes, and was to tra- 
verse the territory of the United States, in order 
to attack Upper Louisiana, and bad demanded 
that, in virtue of the last treaty, the said States 
should oppose, by efficacious means, this viola- 
tion of their territory, 1 then determined to retain 
the forts of Natchez and Walnut Hills, to place 
Lower Louisiana in safety, until the most effica- 
cious measures, on the part of the United States 
shall put it in safety from this danger, and until 
a sufficient corps of troops, commanded by an 
officer of superior rank, should present himself 
to take possession of Natchez, maintain good or- 
der there, and restrain the robberies and diffieul- 
ties with the Indians, conformable to the fifth ar- 
ticle of the treaty cited by the said General; that, 
in consequence, I am ready to evacuate the posts 
of Natchez and Walnut Hills, on the arrival of 
the detachment which he announces by his letter, 
dated from Fort Washington, as soon as ever the 
Congress have agreed with the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Majesty on the way in which the 
said evacuation is to take place; but until this 
decision is made, I request he will suspend the 
march of the said detachment, whose presence 
could not fail to disturb the tranquillity of the 
province, and perhaps the good intelligence which 
I wish to maintain between the subjects of the 
two Powers. You will be tlre bearer of this let- 
ter, and if you believe you can prevent the Amer- 
ican detachment from descending the river, you 
will deliver a duplicate of it to the commandant, 
requesting him to wait new orders from his general. 

The second object of your commission, which 
no one must penetrate, and which for this reason 
you must retain in your memory, is to sound and 
examine the dispositions of the people of the 
Western States, whose militia it is reported to 
me has received orders to be ready to march on 
the first advice; and in case that should be true, 
you will inform the Commandant of New Ma- 
drid of it by the first opportunity you find. But 
in order not to render yourself suspected, you 
will content yourself with putting the date of 
your letter at bottom, and will only treat of in- 
different subjects. If hostile preparations are 
making, you will put before your signature a 
stroke (une barre) like that which freemasons use, 
and which you see at the bottom of this letter; 
the number of dots above will designate that of a 
thousand men, and that below the hundreds, of 
which this expedition is to be composed; you will 
point out the number of pieces of artillery, by a 
number of points placed in your flourish ( parafe) 
according to your custom, the points on the left sig- 
nifying tens, and those on the right units. This 
letter will be immediately sent me by the Com- 
mandant of New Madrid, in consequence of the or- 
dersI shall give him. You may even mention it to 
him in yours, saying simply saying that it is pro- 
per | should be informed, without delay, of your 
arrival on the Ohio, and that he should send me 
your letter by express. On your journey you 
will give to understand adroitly to those persons 











to whom you will have an opportunity of speak- 
ing, that the delivery of the posts, which the 
Spaniards ae on the Mississippi, to the troops 
of the United States, is directly opposed to the 
interests of those of the West, who, as they must 
one day separate from the Atlantic States, would 
find themselves without any communication from 
Lower Louisiana, from whence they ought to ex- 
pect to receive powerful succors in artillery, arms, 
ammunition, and money, either publicly or se- 
cretly, as soon as ever the Western States shall 
determine on a separation, which must insure their 
prosperity and their independence; that for this 
same reason Congress is resolved on risking ee 
thing to take these posts from Spain ; that 1t would 
be forging fetters for themselves to furnish it with 
militia and means which it can only find in the 
Western States. The same reasons, diffused 
abroad by ‘means of the public papers, might 
make the strongest impression on the people, and 
induce them to throw off the yoke of the Atlantic 
States; but at the very least, if we are able to 
dissuade them from taking part in this expedition, 
I doubt whether the States could give law to us 
with such troops alone as they have now on foot. 

If a hundred thousand dollars distributed in 
Kentucky could cause it to rise in insurrection, 
Iam very certain that the Minister, in the pres- 
ent circumstances, would sacrifice them with 
pleasure; and you may, without exposing your- 
self too much, promise them to those who enjoy 
the confidence of the people, with another equal 
sum to arm them, in case of necessity, and twenty 
pieces of field ‘artillery. 

You will arrive without danger, as bearer of a 
despatch for the General, where the army may 
be. whose force, discipline, and dispositions, you 
will examine with care; and you will endeavor 
to discover, with your natural penetration, the 
General’s dispositions. I doubt that a person of 
his character would prefer, through vanity, the 
advantage of commanding the army of the Atlan- 
tic States, to that of being the founder, the liber- 
ator—in fine, the Washington of the Western 
States. His part is as brilliant as it is easy; all 
eyes are drawn towards him; he possesses the 
confidence of his fellow-citizens, and of the Ken- 
tacky volunteers; at the slightest movement the 

ople will name him the General of the New 

epublic; his reputation will raise an army for 
him, and Spain, as well as France, will furnish 
him the means of paying it. On taking Fort Mas- 
sac, we will send him instantly arms and artil- 
lery ; and Spain, limiting herself to the posses- 
sion of the forts of Natchez and Walnut Hills, as 
far as Fort Confederation, will cede to the West- 
ern States all the eastern bank to the Ohio, which 
will form a very extensive and powerful Republic, 
connected by its situation, and by its interest with 
Spain, which, in concert with it, will force the 
savages to become a party to it, and to confound 
themselves in time with its citizens. The public 
is discontented with the new taxes; Spain and 
France are enraged at the connexions of the Uni- 
ted States with England: the army is weak, and 
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authorize me to succor on the spot, and openly 
the Western States; money will not then }, 
wanting to me, for Ishall send without delay a 
ship to Vera Cruz in search of it, as well as oy 
ammunition; nothing more will consequently be 
required but an instant of firmness and resolution 
to make the people of the West perfectly happy, 
If they suffer this instant to escape them, and thar 
we should be forced to deliver up the posts, Kep. 
tucky and Tennessee, surrounded by the said posts, 
and without communication with Lower Lovjs. 
iana, will ever remain under the oppression of the 
Atlantic States. 

If you represent forcibly these reasons to Wil. 
kinson, Sebastian, La Cassagne, &c., and if you 
diffuse these notions among the people, gaining 
by promises which shall be faithfully realized the 
best writers, as Breckenridge and others, you will 
be able to effect the most fortunate and the most 
glorious commotion ; you will cover yourself with 
glory, and you may expect the most brilliant for. 
tune, If, on the contrary, yoa should fail in this 
commission, it will not deprive me of the oppor. 
tunity of obtaining for you, from the Minister, an 
appointment, which will render you independent 
of hatred and jealousy. 

You must set off without delay, and by land, 
going straight to Cumberland, as well to avoid 
Fort Massac~as to endeavor to fall in with the 
American detachment, and persuade it to wait the 
answer or new orders from General Wilkinson; 
for, if it arrives at Natchez, there is every reason 
to believe that we may come to blows, not being 
of a humor to put up with insults The Intend- 
ant sends an order to pay you $1,000. 

If you could persuade the Commissioner (Mr. 
Andrew Ellicott) to descend to the capital, | should 
with the greatest pleasure form an acquaintance 
with him ; and by showing him, without disguise, 
the copy of the orders which [have sent to Mr. 
Gayoso, since his arrival at Natchez, he will per- 
ceive that my conduct towards the United States 
is frank, founded on prudence and good faith. and 
void of the idea of breaking or failing in the arti- 
cles of the treaty; that, in fine, the unaccounta- 
ble part of the conduct of the Governor of Nat- 
chez only proceeds from the alterations which he 
has made, of his own accord, in my arrangements. 
Lastly, you may assure Mr. Andrew Ellicott that 
Iam persuaded, that in a month or two, all the 
difficulties will be settled by Congress, and by tle 
Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty, (Don 
Carlos Martinez de Yrujo,) and that consequently 
he would do very ill to withdraw. On the con- 
trary, he may come down conveniently in my 
barge with Mr. Guillemard, who is desirous 0! 
spending a month or two here, while we are walt: 
ing the answer of Congress. Mr. Ferrezola has 
also orders to cometotown. - — 

I informed Mr. Gayoso that you are the bearer 
of the answer to the letter which General Wil- 
kinson has written to the commandant of New 
Madrid, and that I have given directions to pay 
you a thousand dollars on account of your last 
journey, and that you are about to undertake. 


devoted to Wilkinson; the threats of Congress | This suffices. The field which is opened is bril- 
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liant enough, but as much prudence as capacity 
is required, in order to succeed. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest con- 
sideration, sir, your very humble and obedient 
servant, DE CARONDELET. 


Mr. Tuomas Power. 





No. 40. 


Natcuez, June 4, 1797. 

I received yesterday the letter of the 26th May, 
which you have done me the honor to write me, 
and which the preparations for my journey do 
not permit me to answer but very briefly. I have 
received of Mr. Gayoso the despatch of General 
Wilkinson, together with the copy, in order to 
make use of it as circumstances may require, 
With respect to the second object of my expedi- 
tion, (which is the most interesting, as nothing 
can coincide better with my inclination,) you may 
depend that I will acquit myself of it with all the 
fidelity and zeal which you know me to possess, 
and with that good understanding, resulting from 
a perfect knowledge of the place and persons 
with which we are concerned. To avoid the pos- 


| sibility of a mistake in the communication which 


Ishall have to make to the commander of New 
Madrid, I will explain what I mean to give you 
tounderstand by my signature. This bar, with 
the dots —-——.-—.—— before the signature, sig- 
nifies 4600 men. .. . ye In the 
flourish, the dots to the left of the small stroke are 
tens,and of the right are units; so that they mean 
thirty-five pieces of artillery. The date at the 
bottom of my letter will simply signify that the 
militia are on foot,and ready to march. The re- 
marks which your letter contains, are well adapted 
to cause the strongest sensations in Kentucky— 
as much on the people as on General Wilkinson, 
and other distinguished characters ; and I will 
not fail to represent them in that point of view 
which is the most striking, and I will strengthen 
them with those which the study I have made of 
their interests and the ardor with which I desire 
to see their decision may suggest. However, I 
will use wisdom and prudence in my measutes, 
not to compromise myself; and all imaginable 
precautions will be necessary, on my part, in order 
not to let slip anything which may give light to 
my design ; for, whenever they see me enter their 
territory, their mistrust and their jealousy causes 
them to suspect that I have secret objects in view. 
I will tell Wilkinson that the difficulty and the 
danger of carrying money by land have prevented 
you from sending the 640 piastres. The ambi- 
tion and polities of this General are a certain war- 
rant to me that be will support our plans (which 
have always been his) with all his influence. 
And we may rely upon Nicholas, Sebastian, Innes, 
Murray,and Clarke, in a word, on all those who 
are attached to Wilkinson, and also those who 
Were to compose the army of Clarke. The prin- 
cipal characters of the place are united to us by 
ambition and interest; and an excessive Galli- 
cism and a love of change answer for the support 








Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 


of the people, who will willingly submit to your 
project. If I give credit to my presentiment, our 
success is infallible. There are so many power- 
ful motives which should lead the Western States 
to take this step, that we should be permitted to 
believe that they had lost their sensesif they flinch. 
As to myself, I will spare neither pains nor labor 
for the success of this important revolution. And 
I have to request of you, that you will deign to 
accept of my most sincere acknowledgment, as 
well for having launched me out in a career so 
glorious and so brilliant, as for protecting me from 
jealousy and hatred. I haveseen Ellicott: I told 
him what you communicated to me about him, 
and he was very well satisfied with it. He spoke 
of you in the most flattering terms, and requested 
me to present you his best respects, and to assure 
you, that, however affairs may turn out, he will 
not leave the province without seeing you. The 
1,000 piastres have been delivered to me, and I 
only wait a horse to set off. Do not cease to trust 
in my Zeal, vigilance, and courage. 

I have the honor to be, with most profound re- 
spect, and most sincere acknowledgment, sir, &c. 

Ste newer POWER. 


Mons. De CARONDELET. 





No. 42. 
General Wilkinson to Mr. Power. 


Heapavarters, Detroit, Sept. 5, 1797. 

Sir: I have the last moment received your let- 
ter of the day, which occasions me much surprise. 

At our first interview, the night before last, I 
expressed to you the necessity of your speedy re- 
turn, by the shortest route, to the Baron de Ca- 
rondelet, with the answer to the letter which you 
bore me from him. You offered no objection to 
this proposition, except the incapacity of your 
horses for the journey, which limmediately agreed 
to remove by furnishing others. 

You at the same time complained to me of vio- 
lence and outrage which you had experienced on 
your journey to this place—being at one time 
stopped, and at another time pursued, seized, and 
examined in every particular of person, baggage, 
and papers. It seems a little singular that you 
should incline to retrace a route in which you had 
suffered such abuse, when a secure and conveni- 
ent one is proposed to you. 

As no man can more highly appreciate the 
rights of treaties and of individuals than myself, 
and as [ am well apprized of the obligations sub- 
sisting between the United States and His Cath- 
olic Majesty, lam among the Jast men on earth 
who would wantonly or capriciously question the 
compacted rights of the two sovereignties, their 
citizens or subjects, 

But, as you have approached me ina public 
character,and on national business, which requires 
my speedy answer to the letter of the Governor 
of Louisiana, whose messenger you are, I cannot 
consider you so fara free agent as to elect the 
time or route for your return; but that you stand 
bound by motives of political import, as well to 
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Spain as to the United States, to consummate the 
objects of your mission with all possible prompti- 
itude; and, of consequence, that all objects of a 
private or personal nature must yield to the obli- 
gations of public duty. 

I therefore, sir, cannot recede from my purpose, 
and will hope you may be prepared to take your 
departure early to-morrow morning, in the com- 
pany of Captain Shaumburg, who will be in- 
structed to attend you to New Madrid, and who 
will receive and forward any letter you may wish 
to send to the falls of Ohio, from the most conve- 
nient point of your route. 

With: due consideration, I am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, JAS. WILKINSON. 

Mr. Tuomas Power. 


od 


No. 43, 


On the 3d of June last, I received the Baron de 
Carondelet’s letter, dated 28th of the preceding 
month, accompanied by the instructions there 
announced, of which I enclose copies Nos. 1 and 
2. In consequence of the orders and intention 
which his Excellency has deemed proper to ad- 
vise me of in them, I took the necessary steps for 
the journey, and set out on the 8th of the same 
month. Having lost my horses the day I set out 
from bayou Pierre, and by other unforeseen and 
unavoidable accidents, my arrival at Nashville 
(capital of Cumberland) was retarded until the 
5th of July, where I was compelled to remain 
some days, as well to execute with exactness my 
private instructions, carefully to examine the dis- 
positions of its inhabitants, with respect to the 
difference then existing between the United 
States and us, and to ascertain, definitively, the 
part which they intend to take in the present 
crisis, as also to lessen the difficulties which were 
rising, to provide against doubis, and avoid the 
dangers which would not fail to result from the 
rumors spread among the public as to the true 
object of my journey. The magistrate, Mr. J. 
Gordon, detained me some days. 

Having done away and overcome these diffi- 
culties, I pursued my journey to Louisville, where 
I had an interview with Mr. Benjamin Sebastian, 
to whom, as the above letter mentions, [I commu- 
nicated the apparent motive, and likewise the 
true cause of my misston. Besides, the proposi- 
tions expressed in my instructions, not to lose the 
fruit of my journey, I found myself compelled to 
add the following, since, without the first, I per- 
ceived that neither he nor the other persons in- 
terested in this important undertaking would 
have taken the necessary measures for the happy 
issue of it. In the first place, I have agreed, that 
whenever one of those who favored the fomenta- 
tion of the projects of the Baron should, by this 
means, lose his office, he shall receive from the 
King an indemnification, with the emoluments 
which he enjoyed. 

2d. That the boundary line on the north, be- 
tween the territory of His Majesty and that of 
the new States of the east, must begin at the 
mouth of the river Yazoo, and extend in that 
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direction as far as the Tombighee; that the lay 
strong post or Spanish settlement on said riye; 
be six miles within His Majesty’s territories, 

3d. That the place called St. Fernando de Jas 
Barrancas, with all the land granted to Spain by 
the Chicacha nation, in the treaty made with her 
by Mr. M. G. de Lemos, must remain in His 
Majesty’s possession. 

4th. That the King is not. to interfere, neither 
directly or indirectly, in the formation of the 
government or laws which they may think proper 
to establish. 

Consequent to these objects, we resolved that 
he should make them known to Messrs, Nicholas. 
Innes, Todd, and other persons in whom he con- 
fided, who were zealous for the improvement, 
prosperity, and independence of Kentucky, &c., 
absolutely refusing to speak to Murray or Breck- 
enridge on the subject, as he mistrusted both, 
The first is given to drink, infidelity, and perfidy ; 
the other is notorious to hold conferences wit) 
them, directed towards verifying the desires of 
the Baron, and concert measures to that effeci, 
In the mean time, I should continue my journey 
to Detroit, where General Wilkinson was, as well 
to deliver him the Baron’s letter, as to conceal 
the object of my mission, and avoid what was 
plotting against me at Louisville, whose inhabi- 
tants were very mutinous at my arrival in the 
country, and were openly threatening me. We 
agreed, also, that on my return I should pass 
through Greenville, Cincinnati, Newport, George- 
town, Lexington, Frankfort, &c., to see the gen- 
tlemen above-mentioned, and inform myself thor- 
oughly of the result of their conferences; and 
that he, (Sebastian,) with another appointed 

erson, should accompany me as far as New Or- 
eans. Notwithstanding, Don B. Sebastian is 
persuaded that, for the present, all the means and 
endeavors used to stimulate the inhabitants in the 
Eastern States to separate themselves from the 
Confederation will be useless, still he will not 
fail to exert his utmost to obtain what we so aax- 
iously desire. 

To return to my journey. I sat out from Louis- 
ville the —— of i. to arrive at Detroit as soon 
as possible, and the following day I met with the 
accident manifested in the documents No. —. 
Note, that on the 16th of July, I wrote to Captain 
Isaac Guyon, forwarding him the copy of the 
Baron de Carondelet’s letter to General Jawes 
Wilkinson; I enclosed a cupy of mine to said 
Captain Guyon, No. ——. Nothing new pre- 
sented itself in the course of my journey, and | 
arrived in the neighborhood of Detroit on the 
16th of August. I was informed that General 
Wilkinson had set out for Michilimackinac; 10 
consequence of which I did not enter the post 
until the 24th, which was the day they expected 
him, but he did not return before the 3d or 4th ol 
September. Before he arrived, as soon as he 
knew that I was there, he ordered me to remain 
arrested in the quarters of the officers. On the 
6th he delivered me his answer to the Governor's 
letter, obliging me (contra jus gentium) to return 
to New Madrid, by Wabash, under a guard, com- 
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manded by Captain Bartholomew Shaumburg, 
as is proved, not only by my correspondence with 
him on the subject, which is copied in No. j 
No.——, and No. ——, but also by the annexed 
declaration of Shaumburg, No. ——. On my ar- 








| rival at Post Vincennes, I dispatched an express 
- to Louisville, with a letter. for Benjamin Sebas- 
| tian, a copy of which goes enclosed, No. —— 


' advising him of what had occurred, and inform- 
> ing him minutely of the motives which prevented 
- me from complying with my promise given him. 
' Oo the 10th of October we arrived at New Ma- 
. drid, without any particular occurrence. I re- 
' mained in that place fifteen days, waiting for 


| Mr. Sebastian. Finally, seeing that he did not 


» come, and not hearing from him, I departed on 
' the 24th of October, but by low tides, bad weather, 


and winds from the southward, I did not arrive 


' at this: capital before the 30th of last month. 
> Captain Shaumburg, by order of General Wil- 
. kinson, and on-account of the United States, de- 
| frayed all the expenses of our voyage from De- 


- troitto New Madrid. But let us return to the 


_ object of my mission. 


General Wilkinson received me very coolly. 


| During the first conference I had with him, he 
| told me very bitterly, “ we are both lost, without 
| being able to derive any advantage from your 


| journey,” and asked me afterwards if I had 
' brought him the $640; he added. that the Exec- 





Territory of Natchez, &c., might perhaps name 
him Governor of it, and that then he would not 
want opportunities to take more effectual mea- 
sures to comply with his political projects. He 
complains very much that the secret of his con- 
nexion with our Government had been divulged, 
for want of prudence on our part; that he knew 
in September, of the last year, by means of one 
of his officers, that Spain had no intention to give 
up the posts, since the above-mentioned officer 
saw a letter at Post Vincennes, written by a 
Spanish officer, of the Illinois, and directed to an 
inhabitant of that place, in which he tells him 
that Mr. Audrain has a correspondence with Z. 
Trudeau, (or makes it to be believed.) and that 
he communicates to him private affairs of the 
Government, so that Audrain is accustomed to 
spread news that, at all events, may cause a rup- 
ture in the frontiers; that Mr. Trudeau has con- 
ducted himself with a great deal of imprudence, 
having sent emissaries among the Indians, in the 
territory of the United States, inviting them to 
come and establish themselves in that of Spain; 
telling them that his father, the Spaniard, was at 
war with the English, and that he would soon 
make it with the Americans, &c. 

With respect to the dispositions of the people 
of Kentucky, the opinion of Mr. Sebastian differs 
very much from that of General Wilkinson. He 
says, that even if war is declared between Spain 
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utive had given orders to the Governor of the} and the United States, we will have nothing to 
Northwest Territory to take and send me to/| fear from the Kentuckians; and he has.not omit- 
Philadelphia; that there was no other resource | ted to insinuate that it would be the most effica- 


| for me to eseape, but by permitting myself to be | cious mode to spur them on to take a violent part 


_ the inhabitants of the 


conducted immediately under a guard to Fort 


_ Massac, and from there to New Madrid. Having 
_ informed him of the proposals of the Baron, he 


proceeded to tell me that it was a chimerical 
project, which it was impossible to execute; that 
estern States, having 
obtained by treaty all they desired, would not 


| wish to form any other political or commercial 
| alliances, and that they had no motive for sepa- 
' rating themselves from the interests of the other 
_ States of the Union, even if France and Spain 


should make them the most advantageous offers ; 


| that the fermentation which existed four years 


| against the Eastern States. Without considering 

| the many representations which, verbally and in 
writing, I have made to your Excellency, and to 
the Baron de Carondelet, on this subject, I will 
recapitulate, in a few words, the result of my 
many observations, made with the most scrupu- 
lous attention. 

A great portion of the principal characters in 
Kentucky, Cumberland, and the Northwest Ter- 
ritory, have been instigators of the expedition of 
Genet and Clarke against this province, conse- 
quently they are enemies of those who are of the 
French; more than one-half of the rest are those 


| hot to be apprehensive of his abusing the confi- 


back is now appeased ; that the depredations and | who take the greatest interest in a more intimate 


_ Vexations which American commerce suffered | union of the Western States with us; and many 
_ from the French privateers had inspired them | of those who remain, as they are not very desi- 
; with an implacable hatred for their nation; that| rous of gaining conquests over Spain, but only to 
| some of the Kentuckians had proposed to him to | preserve the limits and privileges marked in the 


raise three thousand men to invade Louisiana, in | treaty, will do what they can, in order to avoid 


» case war should be declared between the United | hostilities. The people permit themselves to be 


States and Spain; that the latter had no other | implicitly governed by one of the parties men- 
course to pursue, under the present circumstances, | tioned ; so that, considering these circumstances, 
but to comply fully with the treaty, which had | we may labor under no apprehensions on this 
overturned all his plans, &c., and rendered useless | account. But other more weighty reasons oppose 


; the labors of more than ten years; that as to him, | to their declaring themselves independent of the 
» he said he had destroyed his ciphers, and torn all| Eastern States. I will content myself with re- 


his correspondence with our Government, and | lating the principal one: Whilst they will be 
that his duty and his honor did not permit him | making a treaty with the Government of Louisi- 
to continue it; that, withall, the Governor ought | ana, what certainty will they have that the 

| Cabinet of New Madrid is not making a treaty, 


dence which he had placed in him; finally, that at the same time, very different from what they 


Spain, by delivering up to the United States the 


may have agreed to here? 
llth Con. 2d Sxss.—74 


Experience has 
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taught them, to their misfortune, that this is not 
a mere conjecture. Three motives alone would 
be able to impel them to break the confederation 
with the other States, viz: 

lst. War with the Republic of France. 

2d. A prohibition to navigate the Mississippi, 
and to establish themselves in the dominions of 
the King. 

3d. Their incapacity to pay in cash their share 
of the common duties, ($28,000,) or to see the 
Government intent on recovering it by force. 

These are the axes upon which their policy 
turns. It now remains for me to say something 
of the military forces of the United States. Their 
Army amounts to near three thousand men ; they 
consist of four regiments of infantry, one double 
regiment of artillery, and two companies of cav- 
alry. In each regiment there are eight compa- 
nies; each company is composed of sixty-five 
men, including a captain, a lieutenant, and an 
nen but there is not one complete. It must 
be observed, that the two companies of cavalry 
amount to one hundred and eighty men; but 
there are only sixty mounted. Each regiment 
has a colonel and two sergeant majors. The first 
regiment, commanded by Colonel Hamtramck, is 
at Fort Wayne, and the other forts towards Fort 
Washington ; the second, commanded by Colonel 
Strong, is encamped at Detroit, Michilimackinac, 
Niagara, Presqu’Isle, Oswego, &c.; the third, 
commanded by Colonel Gaither, fortifies the 
forts of Massac, Barrancas, &c., one or two com- 
panies remaining in Georgia; the fourth, com- 
manded by Colonel Butler, is in Tennessee; the 
artillery men are divided among the forts, al- 
though the greatest part does not go from Stony 
Point, in the Eastern States; the cavalry is di- 
vided between Tennessee, Detroit, and Fort 
Washington. With regard to their forts, as it is 
a subject of little importance to us, I do not wish 
to trouble your Excellency with a tedious de- 
scription of them. There is a strict discipline 
observed in the Army ; the soldiers are almost all 
youths, from sixteen to twenty-six years of age; 
they go through some military evolutions with 
sufficient precision. With respect to the officers, 
from the lowest to the highest, (excepting very 
few,) they are deficient of those qualities which 
adorn a good soldier, except fierceness, and are 
overwhelmed in ignorance, and in the most base 
vices. 

The influence of General Wilkinson in Ken- 
tucky has become very limited; and in the Army, 
by wishing to establish some innovations, lessens 
it from day to day. I hope, from what is said on 
the subject of my mission, that you will be con- 
vinced that, if it has not had a more happy issue, 
it ought not to be attributed in any manner to 
indiscretion on my part, since it is evident that 
it sprung from a cause which no human penetra- 
tion could foresee, and no prudence prevent; and 
if I have been deficient in the intelligence and 
capacity which the discharge of my commission 
required, it will not be boldness in me to say, 
that the promptitude and zeal, silence and fidelity, 
which, on more important occasions, I have man- 


APPENDIX. 234) 


Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 











ifested in the service of His Majesty, have no 
been of any avail on the present. God presery, 
you many years. 
Decemeber 5, 1797. 

P.S. I enclose you, with the other document; 
the account of the expense of the journey, No, 
11; that of the six hundred and forty dollars 
which General Wilkinson so anxiously solicits 
and which he has charged me to receive on hi; 
account, I remitted to the Baron de Carondele: 
in the month of May, of this year. No. 3, with 
the other documents, those which I received, a; 
stated in his official letter of the 28th of the 
same month and year, of which I also enclos 


a copy, No. 12. 
Mr. MANUEL Gayoso pe Lemos. 





No. 70. 
General Wilkinson to Thomas Power. 


HeapQuaRTERS, GREENVILLE, 
May 25, 1796. 

Sir: The day before yesterday I had the honor 
to receive a letter from you, under date of the 
20th instant, in which you request leave to visit 
this place, and to proceed by St. Vincennes ani 
the Illinois, to New Madrid. Permit me, sir, 
observe, that this precaution was unnecessary, ai 
a time when the United States of America ar 
happily at peace with all the world. In this en- 
viable situation, the officers of the America 
Army have no concealments to make, and there 
fore our camps and our forts are free to the in 
gress and egress of all persons who deport then- 
selves with propriety. I beg you, sir, to believe 
that, upon an unpleasant occasion, to which you 
are pleased to refer, my conduct was directed 
more by the delicacy of my own situation than 
any sense of your demerit. Neither my symp 
thies nor my antipathies have ever gained such 
an ascendant over my reason, as to incline me 
to condemn upon hearsay, or to adopt the pre- 
judices of any man. I thank you, sir, for the 
trouble you have given yourself, in bringing for- 
ward the segars committed to your charge by my 
very worthy friends, Governor Gayoso and Doi 
Andres ; and I have the honor to be, with due con- 
sideration, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES WILKINSON. 
Mr. Tromas Power. 





No. 44. 
New Orveans, April 23, 179. 
Sir: [ have received the letter you honore/ 
me with, which I have not been enabled to an 


swer sooner on account of a multiplicity of occu: & 


pations. In consequence of the news which ! 


| have received from our Envoy towards the Uni: 


ted States, that the English are going to attack 
the Illinois, I am compelled to change anew the 
arrangements I had taken to begin the deline- 
tion of the limits; because, if the expedition is 0 
sufficient consequence to take possession of 5! 
Louis, which, as you know very well, has but 4 
very bad fort, only calculated to silence the sa’- 
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Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 








ages, we have nothing remaining as far as No- 
ales that could stop the enemy, and protect 
Lower Louisiana; in consequence of which, I 
have ordered Mr. Gayoso to make known to Mr. 
Ellicott, and the commander of the American 
detachment, that I find myself compelled to put 
Nogales in a state of defence, and to forward there 
all the troops and artillery existing at Natchez, 
where I shall leave but fifty men, commanded by 
Don Manuel Lanzos, Mr. Gayoso being com- 
pelled to go with Messrs. Guillemard and Per- 


_ chet to Nogales to hasten the preparations, Fi- 
- nally, 1am going, moreover, to send up to Nogales 


a company of grenadiers. As it is requisite that 
at Natchez there should be an intelligent person 
who should watch, and be informed of, the steps 
taken by the Commissary and commanding offi- 
cer, 1 have ordained that you should serve Mr. 
Lanzos as secretary and interpreter, who is not 
deficient in finesse; and that Vidal shall accom- 

ny Mr. Gayoso to Nogales, or to the Illinois, 


_ with money and despatches which I send there. 
You must send me an exact information of all 
_ that passes worthy mentioning, and endeavor to 


insinuate yourself into the confidence of the Ame- 


rican commander, whom you must endeavor to 


make opposed to Ellicott; even if it should cost 
ou some hundred dollars in presents to the King, 
et that be no obstacle, and I assure you that they 
will be satisfied ; by these means we will reduce 
Ellicott to be unable to act by himself, and we 


_ would be safe on that quarter. 


The Envoy of His Majesty has intimated to 


_ the Minister of Foreign Affairs that the English 


expedition could not arrive at St. Louis de I[Ili- 
nois without violating the American territory, 
and that he expected that the United States would 


_ be opposed to their passage, and observe exactly 
_ the last treaty concluded with Spain. If the con- 


' trary happens, I doubt not but it will be annul- 


_ sequences which will follow, 


' led. At the Havana are expected twelve thou- 
sand Spanish troops, 


The reception you met 
with from Mr. Gayoso does not astonish me; but 
Lam exactly of your opinion relative to the con- 
It is impossible 
that the wise inhabitants of Natchez can agree to 
a step which, by insulting a Power jealous of its 
power, would expose them to certain ruin, and to 
be disavowed by the United. States, who, assur- 
edly, will not undertake a war against Spain and 
France to maintain a step taken against the law 
of equity, and of the rights of nations. I believe 
itso very improbable, that I cause to retire, as I 
told you, the troops, and I only leave a detach- 
ment to maintain good order, and to repel the 


_ insults of the savages. As to Mr. Ellicott, whose 


conduct towards me has been very unbecoming, 
can be very easily recalled, or at least restricted 
tothe only commission of the limits, because | 
have strongly written to the Envoy of His Ma- 
Jesty and to the Prince of Peace. 

It appears that the beginning of this misunder- 
standing between Mr. Gayoso and Mr. Ellicott, 
as Mr. Nolan told me, proceeds from the follow- 
ing cause; that some Choctaw savage having 
drank to excess, got in dispute with some of the 








servants of the latter gentleman, who thought 
that the Governor had made them inebriated to 
cause them to put him and his people to the 
sword; so much so that Nolan has been com- 
pelled to remain two nights in his camp to tran- 
quillize him. What lowness in a man who boasts 
of the title of the representant of a nation! It 
was I who ordered that the American detach- 
ment might remain near Mr. Ellicott, and I dis- 
approved, from the first moment, the opposition 
which was made. If Mr. Ellicott had officially 
informed me of his entering my proviace, as it is 
customary, and had addressed himself to me on 
account of motivesof coraplaint which he thought 
just, I should have acted with frankness towards 
him, and nothing of that kind would have hap- 
pened, except the suspension of the evacuation of 
those posts which depend on me, not thinking 
myself authorized to deliver them up with their 
fortifications and edifices, as General Wayne and 
Don Andres Ellicott exacted. 

I have thought it very strange that the Ameri- 
can flag should be permitted to be hoisted before 
the door of Ellicott. I could not help observing 
it, although I do not wish to sour them by com- 
manding it to be taken away. 

I have just written to W. and sent my letter to 
Mr. Nolan, a fine young man, and of whom I 
think highly. He told me he had a secure con- 
veyance to forward it tohim. It had been a long 
time since I wrote him, not having an opportu- 
nity, and fearing to compromise. 

Farewell ; let me hear from you, and command 
him who has the honor to be, with the greatest 
consideration, sir, your very humble and obedient 


servant, 
DE CARONDELET. 


P.S. The Envoy of His Majesty towards the 
United States has sent to the Mlinoss the French 
engineer, Mr. Finiels, to fortify it if there is time; 
but he wiil have found there Vandenbenden oc- 
cupied at the same thing. Do you know the 
former ? 





No. 45.—Deposition of Daniel Clarke. 


Wasuinerton Ciry, Jan. 11, 1808. 

In obedience to the direction of the House of 
Representatives, expressed in the resolution of 
Friday last, I submit the following statement: 

I arrived from Europe at New Orleans in De- 
cember, 1786, having been invited to the country 
by an uncle of considerable weaith and influence, 
who had been long residentin that city. Shortly 
after my arrival | was employed in the office of 
the Secretary of the Government. This office 
was the depository of all State papers. In 1787 

|General Wilkinson made his first visit to New 

| Orleans, and was introduced by my uncle to the 
Governor, and other officers of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment. 

In the succeeding year, 1788, much sensation 
was excited by the report of his having entered 

| into some arrangements with the Government of 
Louisiana to separate the Western country from 
the United States; and this report acquired great 
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credit upon his second visit to New Orleans in 
1789. About this time I saw a letter from the 
General to a person in New Orleans, giving an 
account of Colonel Connelly’s mission to him 
from the British Government in Canada, and of 
proposals made to him, on the part of that Gov- 
ernment, and mentioning his determination of 
adhering to his connexion with the Spaniards. 

My intimacy with the officers of the Spanish 
Government, and my access to official informa- 
tion, disclosed to me shortly afterwards some of 
the plans the General had proposed to the Gov- 
ernment for effecting the contemplated separa- 
tion. The general project was, the severance of 
the Western country from the United States, 
and the establishment of a separate Government, 
in the alliance and under the protection of Spain. 
In effecting this, Spain was to furnish money and 
arms ; avd the minds of the Western people were 
to be seduced and brought over to the project, by 
liberal advantages resulting from it, to be held 
out by Spain. The trade of the Mississippi was 
to be rendered free, the port of New Orleans to 
be opened to them, and a free commerce allowed 
in the productions of the new Government with 
Spain, and her West India islands. 

I remember about the same time to have seen 
a list of names of citizens of the Western country, 
which was in the handwriting of the General, 
who were recommended for pensions, and. the 
sums were stated proper to be paid to each, and | 
then distinctly understood that he and others 
were actually pensioners of the Spanish Govern- 
ment. 

I had no personal knowledge of money being 
paid to General Wilkinson, or to any agent for 
him on account of his pension, previously to the 
year 1793 or 1794, In one of these years, and in 
which | cannot be certain until I can consult my 
books, a Mr. La Cassagne. who I understood was 
penne at the falls of Ohio, came to New Or- 

eans, and, as one of the association with General 
Wilkinson in the project of dismemberment, re- 
ceived a sum of money, four thousand dollars of 
which, or thereabout, were embarked by a special 
ne free of duty, on board a vessel which 

ad been consigned to me, and which sailed for 
Philadelphia; in which vessel a Mr. La Cassagne 
went passenger. At and prior to this period I 
had various opportunities of seeing the projects 
submitted to the Spanish Government, and of 
learning many of the details from the agents em- 
ployed to carry them into execution. 

In 1794, two gentlemen, of the names of Owens 
and Collins, friends and agents of General Wilk- 
inson, came to New Orleans. To the first was 
entrusted, as I was particularly informed by the 
officers of the Spanish Government, the sum of 
six thousand dollars, tobe delivered to General 
Wilkinson on account of his own pension, and 
that of others, On his way, in returning to Ken- 
tucky, Owens was murdered by his boat’s crew, 
and the money, it was understood, was made 
away with bythem. This occurrence occasioned 
a considerable noise in Kentucky, and contributed 
with Mr. Power’s visits at a subsequent period, 
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to awaken the suspicion of General Wayne, who 
took measures to intercept the correspondence of 
General Wilkinson with the Spanish Goverp- 
ment, which were not attended with success. 

Collins, the co-agent with Owens, first attempt- 
ed to fit out a small vessel in the port of New 
Orleans, in order to proceed to some port in the 
Atlantic States; but she was destroyed by the 
hurricane of the month of August, 1794. He 
then fitted out a small vessel in the bayou St. 
John, and shipped in herat least eleven thousand 
dollars, which he took round to Charleston. 

This shipment was made under such. peculiar 
circumstances that it beeame known to many, 
and the destination of it was afterwards fully dis- 
closed to me by the officers of the Spanish Goy- 
ernment, by Collins, and by General Wilkinson 
himself, who complained that Collins, instead of 
sending him the money on his arrival, had em- 

loyed it in some wild speculations to the West 
ndies, by which he had lost a considerable sum, 
and that, in consequence of the mismanagement 
of his agents, he had derived but little advantage 
from the money paid on his account by the Span- 
ish Government. 

Mr. Power was a Spanish subject, resident in 
Louisiana, and the object of his visits to the 
Western country became known to me in 1796, 
when he embarked on board the brig Gayoso, at 
New Orleans, for Philadelphia, in company with 
Judge Sebastian, in which vessel, as she had been 
consigned to myself, I saw embarked, under a 
special permision, four thousand dollars or there- 
about, which I was informed were for Sebas- 
tian’s Own account, as one of those concerned in 
the scheme of dismemberment of the Western 
country. 

Mr. Power, as he afterwards informed me, on 
his tour through the Western country, saw Gen- 
eral Wilkinson at Greenville, and was the bearer 
of a letter to him from the Secretary of the Gov- 
ernment of Louisiana, dated 7th or 8th of March, 
1796, advising that a sum of money had been 
sent to Don Thomas Portell, commandant of New 
Madrid, to be delivered to hisorder. This money 
Mr. Power delivered to Mr. Nolan by Wilkinson’s 
directions. What concerned Mr. Nolan’s agency 
in this business I learned from himself, when he 
afterwards visited New Orleans. 

In 1797, Power was entrusted with another 
mission to Kentucky, and had directions to pro- 
= certain plans to effect the separation of the 

estern country fromthe United States. These 
plans were proposed and rejected, as he often sol- 
emnly assured me, through the means of a Mr. 
George Nicholas, to whom, among others, they 
were communicated, who spurned the idea of re- 
ceiving foreign money. Power then proceeded 
to Detroit to see General Wilkinson, and was 
sent back by him under guard to New Madrid, 
from whence he returned to New Orleans. Pow- 
er’s secret instructions were known to me after- 
wards, and I am enabled to state that the plan 
then contemplated entirely failed. 

At the periods spoken of, and for some time al- 
terwards, I was resident in the Spanish territory, 
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subject to the Spanish laws, and without any ex- | inquiry, and satisfied myself, by an.inspection of 
pectation of becoming a citizen of the United | the treasury book for 1804, that the ten thousand 
States. My obligations were then to conceal, | dollars had not been paid. I then communicated 
and not to communicate to the Government of | the circumstance to a friend of the General, Mr. 
the United States the projects and enterprises | Evan Jones, with a request that he would in- 
which I have mentioned of General Wilkinson | form him of it. The report was revived at the 
and the Spanish Government. last session of Congress, by a letter from Colonel 











In the month of October of 1798, I visited Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, by his particular request, at his 
camp at Loftus Heights, where he had shortly be- 
fore arrived. The General had heard of remarks 


Ferdinand Claiborne, of Natchez, té‘the delegate 
of the Mississippi Territory. A member of the 
House informed me that the money in question 
was acknowledged by General Smith to have 


made by me, on the subject of his pension, which | been received at the time mentioned, but that 
had rendered him uneasy, and he was desirous of | it was in payment for tobacco. I knew that no 
making some arrangements with me on the sub- | tobacco had been delivered, and waited on Gen- 
ject. passed three days and nights in the Gener- | eral Smith for information as to the receipt of 
al’s tent. The chief subjects of our conversation | the money, who disavowed all knowledge of it, 
were the views and enterprises of the Spanish | and I took the opportunity of assuring him, and 
Government in relation to the United States, and | as many others as mentioned the subject, that I 


speculations as to the result of political affairs. 
In the course of our conversation, he stated 
that there was. still a balance of ten thousand 


dollars due him by the Spanish Government, for | tending to corroborate and illustrate the 


believed it to be false, and gave them my reasons 


| for the opinion. 


This summary necessarily omits mer details 
acts and 


which he would gladly take in exchange Gov- | opinions I have stated. No allusion has been 


ernor Gayoso’s plantation near Natchez, who 
might reimburse himself from the treasury at 
New Orleans. I asked the General whether this 


had to the public explanations of the transactions 
referred to, made by General Wilkinson and his 
friends. So far as they are resolved into com- 


sum was due on the old business of the pension ; | mercial enterprises and speculations, I had the 
he replied that it was, and intimated a wish that | best opportunity of being acquainted with them, 


I should propose to. Governor Gayoso a trans- 
fer of his plantation for the sum of money due 
him from the Spanish treasury. The whole 
aflair had always been odious to me, and I de- 
clined any agency in it. I acknowledged to him 
that I had often spoken freely and publicly of 
his Spanish pension, but told him I had commu- 
nicated nothing to his Government on the sub- 
ject. I advised him to drop his Spanish connex- 
ion. He justified it heretofore from the peculiar 
situation of Kentucky; the disadvantages that 
country labored under at the period when he 
formed his connexion with the Spaniards; the 
doubtful and distracted state of the Union at that 
time, which he represented as bound together by 
nothing better than a rope of sand; and he as- 
sured me solemaly that he had terminated his 
connexions with the Spanish Government, and 
that they never should be renewed. I gave the 
General to understand that, as the affair stood, I 
should not in future say anything about it. From 
that period until the present, I have heard one 
report only of the former connexion being re- 


newed, and that was in 1804, shortly after the | 
General’s departure from New Orleans. I had | 
been absent for two or three months, and re- | 


turned to the city not long after General Wilkin- 
son sailed from it. I was informed by the late 
Mayor, that reports had reached the ears of the 
Governor, of a sum of ten thousand dollars hav- 
ing been received by the General, of the Spanish 
Government, while ne was one of the commis- 
sioners for taking possession of Lousiana. He 





as I was, during the time referred to, the agent 
of the house who were consignees of the Gene- 
ral at New Orleans, and who had an interest in 
his shipments, and whose books are in my pos- 


session. 
DANIEL CLARKE. 


Distaict or CoLumsia, fo wit: 
January 11, 1808, 

Personally appeared before me, William Cranch, 
chief judge of the circuit court of the District of 
Columbia, Daniel Clarke, Esquire, who, being 
solemnly sworn on the Holy Evangalists of Al- 
mihty God, doth depose and say that the forego- 
ing statements made by him, under the order of 
the House of Representatives, so far as regards 
matters of his owa knowledge, is true; and so far 
as regards the matters whereof he was informed 
by others, he believes to be true. 

Sworn to before me. W. CRANCH. 





Papers relative to the third point of inquiry. 


No. 45.—[The deposition of Daniel Clarke, before re- 
ferred to, see above. ] 





No. 78.—General Wilkinson to General Adair. 


Rapips or Oun1o, May 28, 1805, 
Eleven o'clock A. M. 
My Dear Sir: I did not answer your letter by 


| Taylor, but 1 did better; I procured him a pen- 


sion of twenty dollars permonth. I was to have 
introduced my friend Burr, to you, but in this I 


wished me to inquire into the truth of them, | failed by accident. He understands your merits, 


which I agreed to do, on condition that I might 
be permitted to communicate the suspicion to the 
General, if the fact alleged against him could not 
be verified. This was assented to. I made the 





| and reckons on Fr Prepare to visit me, and I 


will tell you all. We must have a peep at the 
unknown world beyond me. I shall want a pair 
of strong carriage horses, at about one hundred 
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and twenty dollars each, young and sound, sub- 
stantial, but not flashy, I am in health, and, in 
spite of the neglect of friends, and the shameful 
omissions of attorneys, have this day given Sir 
— a damper. Perdition overtake the Jew 
scoundrel ; he had nearly destroyed me by a de- 
cree of which I have had no intimation, although 
it is almost seven years old. Enough for the 
present. Thine ever. 
JAMES WILKINSON. 


General Apair. 
P. 8. Isail in an hour. Write me private. 


[See evidence of General Wilkinson, as com- 
municated to Congress, 23d November, 1807. See 
“Annals” 10th Congress, Ist session, page 387. 
President’s Message. 

[See evidence of General Wilkinson, Presi- 
dent’s Message, ditto. ] 





X.—General Wilkinson’s introduction of Colonel Burr 
to Daniel Clarke. 


Massac, June 9, 1805. 
My Dear Srr: This will be delivered to you 
by Colonel Burr, whose worth you know well 
how to estimate. Ifthe persecutions of a great 
and honorable man can give title to generous at- 
tentions, he has claims to all your civilities, and 
all your services. You cannot oblige me more 
than by such conduct, and I pledge my life to 
you it will not be misapplied. To him I refer 
you for many things improper for a letter, and 
which he will not say to any other. I shall be 
at St. Louis in two weeks, and, if you were there, 
we could open a mine, a commercial one at least. 
Let me hear from you. Farewell. Do well, 
and believe me always your friend. 
JAMES WILKINSON. 
Daniet Crarke, Esq. 





Papers relative to the fourth point of inquiry. 
S.—Deposition of William Simmons, Esq. 


DeparRTMENT of War, 
Accountant’s Office, April 13, 1810. 

GenTLeMEN: At the time I attended your 
honorable committee, in conformity to your sum- 
mons of the 9th instant, when I was requested to 
detail any and every information that I possessed 
in relation to the conduct of Brigadier General 
James Wilkinson, in answer to the points ex- 
pressed in the resolution from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, I will now proceed to give such 
testimony as has come to my own knowledge, 
and such corroborating information received from 
others, in my official capacity, on the investiga- 
tion of the subject which, from the relative com- 

rison, I have every reason to believe are also 

acts, VIZ: 

In answer to the first part of the inquiry, rela- 
tive tothe Spanish agency, I know nothing about 
it. In relation to any concern that he might 
have had in the Burr business, the only informa- 
tion that has come to my knowledge, is in the 
disbursement of public moneys, drawn from the 








public agents at New Orleans, in the year 1807 
for the freight of vessels chartered by him t 
transport prisoners and witnesses from New Or. 
leans to the seat of Government, and sundry ad- 
vances to witnesses, fees to lawyers, &c., said to 
be incurred by the conspiracy of Aaron Burr; 
which disbursements, as well as others to a con- 
siderable amount, paid by warrants immediately 
from this Department, drawn by the former Sec- 
retary of War, for sundry objects of the like 
nature, and for which there was no specific ap. 
propriation to which I could charge these ex- 
penditures ; I was, therefore, unable to credit the 
agents, or enter the account to any head of ex- 
penditure, until the 29th of November, 1809, 
when the present Secretary of War, to enable 
me to enter the account, directed that, as the dis. 
bursements had been made by virtue of orders 
from the wit are of War, in the years 1806 and 
1807, that they were chargeable to the contin- 
gent fund of the War Department, there being no 
other head of expenditure to which they could 
be properly charged ; I have accordingly entered 
the account, and can give no other faformation 
on this subject. 

In answer to your inquiry to “state the amount 
of money received by General Wilkinson in the 
year 1804, from Josiah Taylor, assistant military 
agent at New Orleans for public service,” I re- 
ply that the only money he appears to have re- 
ceived from Taylor, at any time, on public ac- 
count, is asum of three thousand dollars, received 
on the 24th April, 1804. 

In answer to your inquiry relative to extra 
rations claimed by General Wilkinson, and how 
allowed, I reply that, in January, 1809, an ac- 
count was presented to me, admitted by Henry 
Dearborn, Secretary of War, for extra rations 
claimed by General Wilkinson, as commanding 
officer at Natchitoches and New Orleans, from 
the 13th of September, 1806 to the 24th of May, 
1807, at thirty-six rations per day, includinga 
charge for quarters, stabling, &c., amounting to 
$2,033 16; which claim I rejected and refused to 
allow ; first, because I considered that any allow- 
ance to General Wilkinson, other than what was 
fixed by the act of the 16th of March, 1802, was 
inadmissible, and that Colonel Cushing and Col- 
onel Freeman, as commanding officers, having 
drawn extra rations at the same posts for the 
same time, and that no two officers could be en- 
titled to extra rations at the same time for the 
same post. General Wilkinson, however, ap- 
pealed from my decision to the accounting off- 
cers of the Treasury, to whom I stated my ob- 
jections fully in a letter to the Comptroller, under 
date of the 10th of January, 1809, who on the 
11th of January, 1809, returned me the account, 
and the opinion of the Attorney General, with 
directions to pass the amouut to the credit ol 
General Wilkinson on the books of my office; 
which I have accordingly done. On the 8th of 
June, 1809, General Wilkinson presented another 
account to Lieutenant 8. Knight, district pay- 
master at New Orleans, and obtained payment 
from him for thirty-six rations per day, from 13th 
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of March tothe 30th of September, 1809, amount- 
ing to $1,454 40. This payment was made by 
Lieutenant Knight, on the authority of a letter 
from Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War, under 
date of the 4th of January, 1809, and exhibited to 
me for a credit to the paymaster, and a charge 
against the United States, which I have refused 
to admit, being paid contrary to law; and that 
General Wilkinson’s account already stands 
charged with considerable sums of public money 
unaccounted for. This account I have reported 
tothe Treasury, with my objections, in a letter 
to the Comptroller, under date of the 16th of 
March, 1810, requiring a final decision at the 
Treasury, which has not yet been done. After 
the allowance had been made to General Wil- 
kinson for extra rations for the period, and at the 
time for which they had been received by Col- 
onel Cushing and Colonel Freeman, I called 
upon these gentlemen to refund for the period 
allowed to the General. They have both refused, 
contending that they were the only persons entitled 
to extra rations as commanding officers at these 
posts. I have, however, directed the paymaster 
to put them under stoppages, till the amount is 
refunded. Colonel Cushing, in his letter to me, 
under date of the 19th of June, 1809, after stating 
that he was the commanding officer entitled to 
the extra rations, a circumstance, he says, well 
known to the General, and every officer and sol- 
dier at the post, he then observes: “But Iam 
assured by the General, that the subsistence al- 
lowed to him by the President was intended asa 
partial reimbursement for some 6 or $7,000 which 
he had expended in the affair of Burr; and if this 
assurance be correct, it is impossible that my 
tight to double rations at Natchitoches, and to 
triple rations at New Orleans, can, in any shape 
whatever, be affected by his allowance.” 

In answer to your inquiry relative to the charge 
against him for the freight of flour and apples 
from Baltimore to Charleston, thence by a pub- 
lic vessel to the Havana, &c., I observe that, on 
the examination of the accounts exhibited to the 
United States, by the assistant military agent at 
Charleston, it appears that, in February, 1809, a 
ayment was made upon the order of General 
fines Wilkinson for the freight and charges of 
the schooner Wolf, from Baltimore to Charles- 
ton, amounting to $1,099, in full for the passages 
of General Wilkinson, Major Saunders, Major 
Robinson, Captain Williams, and Consul Ander- 
son, and twenty-five non-commisssioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, and waiters with their 
baggage, including fifty barrels of flour, and 
twelve barrels of apples for General Wilkinson, 
from Baltimore to Charleston, where, I have 
been informed, they embarked on board the brig 
Hornet for the Havana, on their way to New 
Orleans; and conceiving that the payment for 
the passage of General Wilkinson and Consul 
Anderson, and the freight for the flourand apples 
was an improper charge against the United 
States, I did accordingly charge the amount of 
these objects, being $425, to the personal account 
of General Wilkinson. 
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In answer to your inquiry of the amount of 
moneys paid by Captain Moses Hooke, as mili- 
tary agent at Pittsburg, to General Wilkinson, 
or upon his order, and for what purpose. On 
reference to the accounts of Moses Hooke, as as- 
sistant military agent, he has paid to sundry per- 
sons for a boat, and fitting her up, to transport 
the General and family to New Or- 

leans - - - - - - $199 65 
Paid to the General on account, for 

which he gave his receipt on the 

14th of May, 1805, to be accounta- 

ble to the Accountant of the War 

Department, for - - - - 
Paid to John Dickey, Samuel Thomp- 

son, John Frush. John Philips, and 

James Cook, for wagoning from 

Washington City, Baltimore, and 

Philadelphia, to Pittsburg, on the 

order of General Wilkinson, under 

date of the 14th of May, 1805, 

amounting to - - - - - 262 96 


The whole amounting to - $1,162 61 
All of which I have charged to the personal ac- 
count of General Wilkinson, because the two 
first sums were for his own personal account, 
and Captain Peter was furnished with money to 
defray all proper transport of baggage to Pitts- 
burg, in May, 1805. 

It may here not be improper to observe, that 
Moses Hooke’s account, as Csariereidiante Gen- 
eral to the expedition to the Sabine, appointed 
by General Wilkinson, stands charged, on the 
books of my office, to warrants on the Treasurer 
with the sum of $16,883 12, being the amount of 
sundry bills drawn by him on the Secretary of 
War, in October and November, 1806, and Janu- 
ary, 1807. No such appointment as Quarter- 
master General is authorized by law, neither is 
there any particular appropriation, or head of 
expenditure to which such payments are charge- 
able. I have repeatedly called upon Captain 
Hooke to produce vouchers for the expenditure 
of the above sum, which he has never done. In 
a conversation with him, not long since, he ob- 
served, that a considerable sum of money had 
been drawn out of his hands, by General Wilkinson 
on account of services, and for which he only 
had the General’s receipt. Captain Hooke is 
now out of service, and his account has been re- 
ported to the Treasury for a suit. It may also 
be proper to observe, that if General Wilkinson 
has received money from Mr. Hooke for secret 
services, that his account already stands charged 
on the books of my office, with a further sum of 
$2,500, received on the 10th of January, 1807, 
from Abraham D. Abrahams, the military agent 
at New Orleans, for the like purpose; and that, 
on the 10th of January, 1809, he obtained a cer- 
tificate from the President of the United States 
for a warrant upon the Treasury, and received 
payment for the sum of $2.196; expressed as be- 
ing for so much disbursed by him for objects in 
relation to the contingent expenses of intercourse 
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between the United States and foreign nations. 
Why this amount was not directed to be passed 
to the credit of secret service money, charged to 
him on my books, I am at a loss to say. 

In apswer to your inquiry relative to the pur- 
chase of horses from Frederick Sandhagen, I ob- 
served, on the examination of the accounts of 
Abraham D. Abrahams, military agent at New 
Orleans, that in May, 1809, General Wilkinson 
uirécted to be purchased, and approved for pay- 
ment to Frederick Sandhagen, the sum of $800, 
for five horses purchased from him, one of which 
is stated to be for the light artillery. This cre- 
ated some surprise, that more horses should be 
purchased at New Orleans, in addition to the 
artillery horses that were sent down the river with 
the light artillery, when hay was at seventy dol- 
lars per ton, and oats at one dollar per bushel. 
The charge for the horses was, therefore, suspend- 
ed till Captain Peter arrived, who was inquired 
of respecting the horses purchased. He then 
stated that the five horses purchased from Sand- 
hagen were part of eleven horses purchased by 
Major Morrison, of Kentucky, for General Wil- 
kinson; that the General had ordered him (Cap- 
tain Peter) when he was about to descend the 
Ohio, to stop in the river to take on board his 
boats the horses purchased for the General by 
Major Morrison. He accordingly received eleven 
horses, and that, by so doing, he was detained 
several days with three or four hundred men, 
at a considerable expense to the United States; 
that, finally they were taken on board the public 
boats, and, until their arrival at New Orleans, 
were supported out of the public forage, of which 
there was a deal laid in for the use of the horses 
belonging to the light artillery; that, upon reach- 
ing New Orleans, the horses were delivered up 
as the private property of the General; that the 
five sold tothe United States were charged at 
an extravagant high price; and that Frederick 
Sandhagen was formerly an old hack driver in 
this city, and was, at the time of selling the 
horses, a servant to General Wilkinson, and not 
likely to be owner of horses. 

I also found that the eleven horses, before any 

art had been sold to the United States, had been 
aes and shod at the public expense. All of 
which I communicated to Mr. Eustis, the Sec- 
retary of War, who immediately wrote on to 
New Orleans, and ordered all the horses sold 
that could be done without. There was accord- 
ingly upwards of twenty sold, and only four re- 
tained for the use of the Army. 

In answer to your inquiry relative to the man- 
ner of his drawing public moneys from the pay- 
masters and agents, and if any was for objects 
unauthorized and improper, I observe, that he 
has generally drawn what he was legally entitled 
to by anticipation; and that he has been frequently 
in the habit, and does draw money from the 
‘paymasters and public agents, which are unau- 
thorized by law. I have consequently been com- 
pelled to charge ail such disbursements to his 
personal account; and thereby considerably in- 
creasing the balance standing to his debit on the 
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a 
books of this office, which I have repeatedly 
urged him to account for, as may be seen by my 
letters of the 20th February, 23d March, and 16:) 
November, 1808, copies of which have already 
been before the House of Representatives. 
WM. SIMMONS. 


Wasuinerton City, District of Columbia, sct: 
Personally appeared before me, the subscriber 
an assistant judge of the circuit court for the 
district, William Simmons, who subscribed the 
above statement, and made oath on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, that what is cop. 
tained therein, as far as is represented therein to 
be of his own knowledge, is true, and that whic) 
is stated to be from information of others and 
from documents, he believes to be true. 
Given under my hand this 13th April, 1810. 
B. THRUSTON. 


P.—Captain Peter’s deposition. 


Captain George Peter, of Georgetown, appeared 
before the committee in the Capitol, on Thursday, 
the 12th of April, 1810, and made, on oath, the 
following statement: 

Interrogatory 1st. What do you know relative 
to General Wilkinson’s having directed and ef. 
fected the payment of a sum of money, by Cap- 
tain Moses Hooke, Military Agent for the United 
States, for the transportation of private property 
from Baltimore to Pittsburg, in the year 1805? 

Answer. General Wilkinson, in April or May, 
1805, directed me to pay to one or two wagoners. 
the transportation of property from Baltimore to 
Pittsburg. I informed the General that, as agent 
to the detachment, I had paid all the wagoners 
employed by meforthecommand. He then gave 
an order to Captain Moses Hooke, agent at Pitts- 
burg, to pay the amount of the wagoners’ claim, 
the General first paying the transportation of a 
few articles brought on in the same wagons for 
himself. I know that the goods thus transported 
and paid for by the said Captain Hooke, agreeable 
to the order of General Wilkinson, was private 
property, and no way appertaining to the public 
service. The amount may be ascertained by re- 
ference to the books of the accounting office. 
This payment was made to a man by the name 
of Frush. On our arrival at Massac, Captain 
McClelland was furnished with a tent, by the 
order of General Wilkinson, for storing the afore- 
said merchandise. The said merchandise wa 
also transported from Massac to St. Louis, in pub- 
lic boats, which occasioned the expense of an aé- 
ditional boat for the transportation of the public 
property. 

Interrogatory 2d. What do you know relative 
to General Wilkinson’s detaining the troops at 
Louisville, in the Winter of 1809, for the purpose 
of receiving a quantity of horses belonging 
General Wilkinson ? 

Answer, A detachment consisting of six com: 
panies, embarked on board of about twenty Ken- 
tucky boats, arrived at Louisville in the morning 
of the 27th of February, and continued there till 
the evening of the 28th, waiting the arrival 0! 
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"Brigadier General. James Wilkinson. 


—— ST ~obeas — ———— —— ——— 
—— 


Major Morrison with General Wilkinson’s horses, | Secretary’s table. In a few weeks after the pa- 
about nine orten in number. This delay was by | pers were in that office, General Wilkinson came 
the order of General Wilkinson. ‘These horses | there, and after transacting some business, and as 
were the private property of General Wilkinson, | he was apparently about to leave the office, took 
and were fed and taken care of at public expense | up the said papers from the table, observing, at 
tilbour arrival at New Orleans, which was the | the time, that they belonged to him, or that they 
Jatter part of March; also, that a public boat was | were promised to him; on which he took the pa- 
provided for the accommodation of said horses, | pers out of the office; since which time I have 


at an expense of not less than one hundred dol- 
lars. On our arrival at New Orleans the said | 
horses were delivered to the order of Colonel 

Parker. About the month of May, of the same 

ear, four of the same horses were purchased by 

Abraham D. Abrahams, Military Agent at New 

Orleans, for the use of the United States; that 

three of them were very indifferent. 


District or CoLumsBia, Washington Co. 
Georcetown, April 28, 1810. 
Came Captain George Peter before me, a jus- 
tice of the peace for the county aforesaid, and 
made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty | 
God to the truth of the foregoing statement. 
Sworn to before 
THOMAS CORCORAN. | 


W.—Deposition of Captain Williams. | 

I left the port of Baltimore on the 24th of Jan- 
uary, 1809, on board the schooner Wolf, in com- 
pany with General Wilkinson ; fifty barrels of 
flour having been put on board belonging to the 

General. On our arrival at Charleston, flour was 


' taken from the schooner, and put on board the | 


United States’ brig Hornet, in which vessel we 


' sailed for the Havana. Of the flour taken to the 
_ Havana, a few barrels were presented to the Gen- 


eral of Marine, an officer of the Spanish Govern- 
ment, by General Wilkinson. 

Question. What do you believe was the quan- 
tity of flour put on board the brig Hornet at | 
Charleston, and taken to the Havana? 

Answer. I do not know that all the flour shipped 
at Baltimore was taken to the Havana, but be- 
lieve that more than one-half did arrive there: 
afew barrels may have been got rid of at Charles- 


ton. 
WM. E. WILLIAMS. 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, 88: 


On this 24th April, 1810, before the subscriber, 
a justice of the peace for said county, appeared 

illiam E. Williams, and made oath in due form, | 
that the facts stated in the within writing are | 


true to the best of his knowledge. | 
Sworn before and subscribed. 


i 


| 


DANIEL RAPINE. | 


H.—Deposition of John Smith. 
Personally appeared before the committee, John 


Smith, Chief Clerk in the Department of War, | qu ave 
| of General Wilkinson, in relation to this Depart- 
_That, in the Summer of the year 1808, some- | 
time after the determination of the military court | 


and, on oath, made the following statement: 


of inquiry called for the investigation of the con- 


duct of General Wilkinson, the papers relating to | 


that trial were in the War Office, lying on the 


not seen the said papers in the office, or heard of 
their being there. 

Interrogatory 1st. Did you object to General 
Wilkinson’s taking off the papers ? 

Answer. I do not recollect making any objec- 
tion, as the transaction was sudden, and the Gen- 
eral represented that they belonged to him, or had 
been promised to him, I do not remember which 
expression. 

Interrogatory 2d. Did you inform the Secre- 
tary of War of the transaction ? 

Answer. I believe I did; and that he made no 
reply, to my recollection. 


WasuincTon county, District of Columbia, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, one of the jus- 
tices of the peace for the said county, John Smith, 
Chief Clerk in the Department of War, and made 
oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, 
that the within and foregoing statement and an- 
swers to the foregoing interrogatories are true, to 
the best of his recollection and belief. Sworn, 
this 17th April, 1810, before 

WILLIAM THORNTON. 


Letter from the Accountant of the Department of War. 


DEPARTMENT OF War, 
Accountant’s Office, April 19, 1810. 


Sir: Agreeably to the request contained in 
your letter of yesterday, I have the honor to en- 
close you copies of the following accounts required 
by the committee appointed to inquire into the 
conduct of Brigadier General James Wilkinson, 
viz: 

A. Copy of the account, payment of which 
was ordered by General Wilkinson, for freight of 
flour, &c. from Baltimore to Charleston. 

B. Copies of accounts for cartage of baggage 
by Frush and others, to Pittsburg, in 1805. 

C. Copy of the account of Frederick Sandha- 


' gen for horses sold the United States, and of Gen- 


eral Wilkinson’s order for paymeat. 

D. Copy of vouchers Nos. 19, 23 and 24, for pay- 
ments made by Lieutenent George Peter for ex- 
penses attending the march of a detachment of 
troops from Baltimore, Washington City, and 
Carlisle to Pittsburg, in 1805. 

In reply to your request that I would furnish 
copies of any other documents or papers in my 
ofice, which I might think would aid in the in- 
quiry, I beg leave to suggest that as the accounts 


ment, are of considerable extent, it would be im- 
practicable to furnish copies of the whole, within 
any reasonable period, if they were; this, how- 
ever, it is presumable, is not necessary. Any 
particular part, or any vouchers in relation toany 
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patticular circumstance, which the committee| gage and stores, from Washington City, Balti. 
may require, shall be furnished without delay. more and Philadelphia, to Pittsburg. 
I'am, very respectfally, sir, your most obedient | 1805. April 27. This sum paid James Dickey, pe, 








servant, voucher Nol - - - - - $72 1) 
WM. SIMMONS, Accountant. | 1805, April 27. This sum paid Samuel 
The Hon. Wa. Eustis, Secretary of War. Thompson, per voucherNo.2 - - 85 4 
1805. May s his sum paid John Frush, 
, ce ae ee me © Sl i 
A—Copy of the account, payment of which was or- vag ne . a y 
isoakhe General Wilkinson, for freight of flour, &c. tee ee satkar No~ eee Phil- 58 54 
: , . = = v 
Som Deleneente Lbeetaten. 1805. May 11. This sum paid Jas. Cook, 
No. 12, — pervoucherNo.5 - - -— = 154 
The United States to Levin Jones Dr. chit. i 
February 28, 1809. For freight of the schooner 262 % 
Wolf, from Baltimore to Charleston, employed | =—= 
for the transportation of General James Wil-| The assistant military agent will discharge the 


kinson, Major Saunders, Major Robinson, Cap- | above, and place to account of public transport 
tain Williams, Consul Anderson, twenty-five | for military service. 








non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- JAMES WILKINSON. 
vates, with their baggage, &ce = - - $1,000 D Ww 
vee ae demurrage at Norfolk, at (oiest eee Memos April 40° ion 
NT 6 mpg Os ye ’ » 1507, 
For ives oo detention, pilot at Norfolk, | sone that ea . a ‘ol copy a ord 
° . " ° ® g | er No. 7, accompanied with the copies of the sub- 
vey onaniens calinain venshaes Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, cad 5, for pay- 
$1,099 | ment made by cae Moses Hooke, assistant 
—— | military agent, at Pittsburg, and charged by hin 
NOTE. | to the United States. 
General Wilkinson’s baggage, including fifty bar- | WILLIAM SIMMONS, 
rels of flour, aud twelve barrels of apples $375 | Accountant War Department. 


Major Saunders, Major Robinson, Capt. 





illiams, and Consul Anderson, at $50 | No. 1 

each - - - - - > - 200 ‘ ant , 
Twenty-five non-commissioned officers, The United States to James Dickey, Dx, 
musicians, privates, and waiters, at $17 | To transporting sundry packages (General Wil 
MMR os gl te ae eT ae ie 425 | kinson’s baggage) from Washington City, 
Sores weighing 1.202 pounds, at six do- 
ars per hundred weight - — - - $72 12 
oe | 872 12. ’ =— 


Received at Charleston, February 28, 1808, of | Received, Pittsburg, April 27th, 1805, of Liev- 
Lieutenat Samuel Champlain, assistant military | tenant Moses Hooke, seventy-two dollars ani 
agent for South Carolina, one thousandand ninety- | twelve cents in full of the above account. Sign 
nine dollars in full of the above account, having | €d duplicates. 








signed triplicates of same tenor and date, $1,099. : JAMES DICKEY. 
LEVIN JONES. 
The within account is correct and just, and I No. 2. 


hereby direct Lieutenant Samuel Champlain, as-| The United States to Samuel Thompson, Dx. 

sistant military agent for South Carolina, to dis- | To transporting sundry packages (General Wi 

charge the same. kinson’s baggage) from Washington City 

JAMES WILKINSON. Pittsburg, weighing 1,351 pounds, at six dol: 

ads nares Oe Wik lars per hundred pounds - ~-  - $8! (i 

Accountant’s Office, ‘April 19, 1810. | To ditto, one box, No. 17, not included in 

I certify that this paper contains a true copy ad ree seventy-three pounds, Pn 
of voucher No. 12, for payments made by Sam- | Rae Sr , " * re pes" 

vel Champlain, and charged in his account to the 

United States. 

WM. SIMMONS, Accountant. 





$85 44, 





B.—Copies of accounts for cartage of baggage by | 1, 
Frush, and others, to Pittsburg, in 1805. 


No. 7. plicates, 
Pirrssure, May 14, 1805. . 

Abstract of disbursements made for the trans- 

portation of General James Wilkinson’s bag- 


JOSEPH x RYAN, for 
SAMUEL THOMPSON. 
Witness: N. Pinney. 





Received, Pittsburg, April 27, 1805, of Liev- 
nant Hooke, eighty-five dollars and forty-four 
cents in full of the above account. Signed du- 
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No. 3. 


The United States to John Frush, Dr. 


To transporting seven hundred pounds of Gene- 


ral Wilkinson’s baggage, from Baltimore to 
Pittsburg, at four dollars and fifty cents, $31 50 


Received, Pittsburg, May 7, 1805, of Captain 


Moses Hooke, thirty-one dollars and fifty cents in 


1905. May 6. To transporting sundry packages 


_ Moses Hook, fifteen dollars and forty cents in full 


| 5,to voucher No. 7, (a copy of which is hereunto 


: Hooke, assistant military agent at Pittsburg, and 
charged by him to the United 


full of the above account. Signed duplicates. 
JOHN FRUSH. 


No. 4. 


The United States to John Phillips, |= Dr. 
from Baltimore to Pittsburg, (General Wilkin- 
son’s baggage, ) weighing one thousand three 
hundred pounds, at four dollars and fifty cents 
per hundred pounds - - $58 50 


Received, Pittsburg, May 6, 1805, of Captain 
Moses Hooke, fifty-eight dollars and fifty cents in 
full of the above account. Signed duplicates. 

JOHN PHILLIPS. 


No. 5. 


The United States to James Cook, Dr. 

To transporting from Philadelphia to Pittsburg 
one cask (Gen. Wilkinson’s baggage) weigh- 
ing two hundred and eighty net, at five dollars 
and fifty cents - $15 40 


Received, Pittsburg, May 11, 1805, of Captain 


of the above account. Signed duplicates. 


DePpaRTMENT or War, 
Accountant’s Orrice, April 19, 1810. 
Icertify that the above, and foregoing, contain 
copies of subordinate vouchers, Nos. 1, 2, 3,4, and 


annexed,) for payments made by Captain Moses 


States. 
WILLIAM SIMMONS, 
Accountant Department of War. 


C.—Copy of the account of Frederick Sandhagen, for 
horses sold the United States, and of General Wil- 
kinson’s order for payment. 

No. 6. 

The United States to Frederick Sandhagen, Dr. 

1809. May 13. For one sorrel horse with a s 
six years old, 16 hands high 

7 brown bay do. five years old, 154 

igh ss : : - Ss 

_ bright bay do. six years old, 15 hands 

igh - - - - - 

One do. do. seven years old, 154 hands high, 
left hind foot white " 


hadds 


et 


, | place. 


Received of Abraham D. Abrahams, military 
agent, the sum of six hundred dollars, for which 
I have signed duplicate receipts. 

F. SANDHAGEN. 

Witness: P. Rivery. 


The following endorsement is on the account 
of which the foregoing is a copy: 
“ Received the within number of horses. 
“J. GIBSON, 
“Taeut. and Brigade Quartermaster.” 


DEPARTMENT OF War, 
AccounTant’s Orrice, April 19, 1810, 

I certify that the within is a copy of voucher 
No. 6, for payment made by Abraham D. Abra- 
hams, military agent at New Orleans, and charg- 
ed in his account to the United States. 

WILLIAM SIMMONS, 
Accountant Department of War. 


No. 13. 
The United States to Frederick Sandhagen, Dr. 
To one bay horse, five years old, 16 hands high, 
black tail and mane, for use of light in- 
fantry - $200 


Received, New Orleans, 29th May, 1809, of 
Abraham D. Abrahams, military agent, two hun- 
dred dollars, in full of the above. Signed dupli- 
cates. F. SANDHAGEN. 

Witness: P. Rivery. 


DeparRTMENT OF War, 
Accountant’s Orrice, April 19, 1810. 

I certify that the above is a copy of voucher 
No. 13, for payment made by Abraham D. Abra- 
hams, military agent at New Orleans, and charg- 
ed in his account to the United States. 

W. SIMMONS, 
Accountant Department of War. 


D.—Copy of vouchers Nos. 19, 23, and 24, for pay- 
ments made by Lieutenant George Peter, for ex- 
penses attending ‘the march of a detachment of 
troops from Baltimore, Washington City, and Car- 
lisle to Pittsburg, in 1805. 


No. 19. 
Beprorp, April 29, 1805. 
Received of Lieutenant George Peter, the sum 
of sixty dollars, in full, for transporting the bag- 
gage of Lieutenant Gates and detachment, to this 
NICHOLAS SPONSOR, 
his >4 mark. 
Witness: SaMUEL GarTEs. 


No. 33. 
Pirtspure, May 5, 1805. 
Received of Lieutenant George Peter, the sum 
of one hundred and thirty-five dollars, in full, for 
transporting the baggage of the detachment under 


—— | the command of Captain McClellan, from Balti- 


Approved for payment, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 


more to Pittsburg. 


JOHN FRUSH. 
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No. 24. 
Pirrssure, May 5, 1805. 
Received of Lieutenant George Peter, the sum 
of one hundred and eighty-four dollars, in full, 
for transporting baggage of the detachment of 
troops under command of Captain McClellan. 
HORATIO TRUNDLE, 
his p¢ mark. 
Witness: N. Pinkney, Lt. 


DeparTMENT OF War, 
Accountant’s Office, April 19, 1810. 

I certify that the within are copies of vouchers 
Nos. 19, 23, and 24, for payments made by Lieu- 
tenant George Peter, charged in his account 
against the United States, for expenses attending 
the march of a detachment of troops from Balti- 
more, Washington City, and Carlisle, to Pitts- 
burg. W. SIMMONS, Acct. Dep. War. 


No. 71. 


It is a fact, that our fool has written to his con- 
temptible fabricator, that you had declared if you 


had children, you would teach them to curse th. 
United States as soon as they were able to lisp 
and he gave the mayor and Gurly for authors. 
Cette béte is at present up to the chin in folly ang 
vanity; he cannot be supported much longer. 
for, Burr or no Burr, we shall have a revolt, if j, 
is not removed speedily. The moment Bonapart: 
com peonetes with Great Britain will be the sic. 
nal for a general rising of French and Spaniards, 
and if the Americans do not join, they will po; 
oppose. Take care! suspicion is abroad; by 
pm have a friend worth having. You will see 

ivingston’s philippic to W********; jt is ro. 
plete with falsehoods, and is laughed at here by 
everybody. So much for the establishment of 
an impure character. 


Yours, R. R. 


Workman and Kerr have been discovered jy 
an intrigue to corrupt the Army and to plunder 
the bank. It is said that Lieutenant W. A. 
Murray has detected them. 


D. C., Esq. 


No. 27.—PAPERS RELATING TO THE TOBACCO TRANSACTION. 
1788.—Sales of 165 hhds. tobacco, 28 casks butter, 22 casks lard, and 159 hams, received by Major 


Casks. 
| Hhds. 
| tobacco. 


Butter. 


7 
| 


To whom sold. 


To Government 
His Excellency 
His Excellency 
Mr. Navarro - 
Mr. Navarro - 
Contadore - 
Contadore - - 
Clarke & Rees—Auditor 
Clarke & Rees—Auditor 
Clarke & Rees—Piernas 
Clarke & Rees—Piernas 
Don Andres Armesto 
Don Andres Armesto 
Cash - . - 

Mr. Morales - - 
Jacob Cowperthwaite 
Jacob Cowperthwaite 
Mr. Morales - ° 

Mr. Guerin - 
Mr. Brion” - 
Mrs. Duforest 
Clarke & Rees 
Clarke & Rees 
Clarke & Rees 
James Jones - 
James Jones - 
Cash 
Cash - - 


a ee ee en ee ee ee ee a ee ae es ee oe a ee 


Lard. | | 


yw 
S 


Dunn and disposed of for account of James Wilkinson, Esq., Kentucky. 


Hams. | Weight.| Price. | Paper. 


Silver. 


118,466 |25 ms. 

109 | 

78 
65 | 
77 | 
51 | 
78 | 
77,14 
31 
78 
60 
74 
64 
21 


| $10,887 04 
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Clarke 
Cash 

John 
Mr. Mc 
Clarke 


| Clarke 


Clarke 
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| Mr. Do 


Cash 


| Clarke 
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Brigadier General James Wilkinson. 


lise No. 27.—Continued. 
-. James Wilkinson, Esq., in account current with Clarke §& Rees. 
ger; 
It he | Casks. | 
om To whom sold. | Soe | Hams. | Weight.| Price. Paper. | Silver. 
| | 
es | Butter.| Lard. | 
Dot 
but 
: = Clarke & Rees—Treasurer - - 
e by Clarke & Rees—Treasurer - - 
tf fe es ee | 
John Machey - ays - . 
R Mr. Morales - : - . - 2 | 
: Clarke & Rees—Marcos . l - 
di = Clarke & Rees—Marcos - - 1 
nder Clarke & Rees—Villavaso- - 1 - 
nl Clarke & Rees—Villavaso - - 1 | 
* “\ @ Clarke & Rees—Mr. Maxent - l - 
Clarke & Rees—Mr. Maxent - | - l ss 
Mr. Dow - - - - | | 1 . * 
Mr. Dow - ° « as a a 6 
Cah + - - ° . . 1 - 
' Clarke & Rees—Perdomo | - - 3 
| Cash - - - - : 2 
Cash a | . 4 
Cash - - - - 1 
| Cash - - j - - 2 
lajor HE Cash 2 hag ‘ i 
Cash . . : 
| Cash - | as 2 
Cash - a | . 
| Mr. Pontalba - 1 - 
er. _M. La Villebeuvre | a | 4 
| Joseph Tarel - — 7 
| Mr. Jourdain 1 - 
| Joseph Farel - | . 12 
—— & Mr. Conway - - - 
37 04 Je Mr. Conway - 1 6 
Joseph Farel - - 5 
Mr. Ballinger - - - 10 


| Howard and others, who re- | | 
turned to Kentucky - - | 
| Batiste - - - 
Cash - - - 


— 
> 


_ Mr. Jones, three flats - | 
Cash, 160 Ibs. tobacco - 
- On hand e . | | 9, rotten. SD 

$10,887 04 
612 paper dollars, at 152 per cent. - - 402 05 
{$11,290 01 
Charges, viz : 
Paid for two blocks for the press = - - - 
Five men for one day’s work at ditto - 
Mr. Mattain, for two days’ work of a negro 
Jean Jeanas, per receipt - - . - 
Six ells Osnaburgs, intended to make carrots 
Pardomo, fees on discharging - - - 
Elienne, for one day’s work of three negroes 
Don Andres, for hire of his negro John - 
James Jones, for two demijohns rum - - 
Cartage of provisions and tobacco - - - 
Hire of Prince and Lancaster, from June 13 to July 25 
Storage, at 15 ps. p. per month - pe IA 
Proportion of making the press - . - - 
Leolleau & Faler, for nine fathoms rope - -~— - 


— 


a 


wOnwnwDmnwno-_ 


| 
| 
| 
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No. 27.—Continued. 
James Wilkinson, Esq., in account current with Clarke §& Rees, 


Charges, 4c. Price. | Paper. | Silver. 


Hire of Jesse twenty-five days, at six bells Ane 
For one-half coil 34 inch rope, for the flats and press - 
For rice for Messrs. Gaillard & Poussell’s negroe - 
Mather & Strother, for taffia - - - 
Mrs. Gaillard’s negroes, for working on Sunday 
Emerson & Frank, per receipt - . 

Mrs. Gaillard, for hire of negroes 
Jean Rasque, per receipt - . 
Jourdain, amount of his account 
Duty on tobacco, &c. - - 
Fees at the Intendant’s office - - 
Commission on 11,290 pounds at 5 per cent. 


SCaQro coooom 


Deduct for taffia on hand - 


1,260 1 ps. at 152 per cent. 
1,454 04 
Net procceeds - $9,835 05 
No. 27—Continued. 
James Wilkinson. Esq., in account current with Clarke § Rees. 
alecaesilelicieidveailcaaltteeagiha egliataah tone ted ind et ieaatimelimsdiintiohes | 


1787. Dr. 
Aug. 27 | To balance of account of thisdate - - $4 00 
To cash lent him, per note - : - - : : 3,000 09 
1788. 
April 17 | To cash paid William and Richard Thomas, per receipt 90 00 
May 15 | To cash paid Joshua Barbie, per receipt - - - 100 00 
To cash paid James Ferguson, per his order - 
July 12 | To cash paid his bill, in favor of L. T. Beauregard 1,626 06 
July 14 | To cash paid his bill, in favor of Spoartsman - 861 00 
To cash paid his bill, in favor of Ballinger - 360 00 
July 29 | To cash paid Major Dunn, per account - - 3,839 00 
Aug. 8 | To Captain William McFaden, on account of Major Dunn, for three pas- 
sages in the schooner Navaro - - - - : - : ° 180 00 


$333 06 
$333 6 exchange, at 152 per cent. - . 219 00 
To cash paid Major Dunn, in full - . 355 07 


$10,185 00 


1788. Cr. 
July 29 | By net proceeds of sales made for his account $9,835 05 
By a negro man named Jesse - -~ - 350 00 


$10,185 05 

N. B.—There is a quantity of tobacco on hand, in bulk, weight unknown. Also, seven hogs- 
heads full, which have not been weighed. for which we hold ourselves accountable, conformable to 
the sales we shall make thereof. We also hold ourselves accountable for one hogshead of tobacco 
which was received among Mr. Christopher Thompson’s tobacco, weight 913 pounds, when the 
King shall be pleased to pay for the same. Errors excepted. 

New Orveans, August 8, 1788. CLARKE & REES. 

By virtue of the powers in me vested by James Wilkinson, Esq., I do hereby acknowledge and 
declare that I have examined the above account, and that I have received from Messrs. Clarke ani 
Rees, of New Orleans, merchants, the several articles and payments in the said account, balanced 
as it stands, this 8th day of August, 1788. ISAAC B. DUNN. 


Sold t 


Paid f 
Lost, ' 


Paid t! 
Lost, t 


Sundr 
Lost, t 


Mr. Bs 


Lost, t 


Mr. Ni 
sixty 
Lost, t 


Coopet 
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No. 29.—Sales of 342 hogsheads of tobacco, ae by James Wilkinson, (in the purchase of which 
the sum of £279, a balance due Daniel Clarke, Esq. for his half of the proceeds of the bateau 
Speedwell, was invested, and in proportion thereto said Clarke is interested,) consigned to Philip 

Nolan, New Orleans. 


































$e 
a 
— 


$18,131 07 





Sold to Government 226,649 lbs. net, at $80 per 1,000 
Charges. 


Paid for picking, in hard money, - - : - < ° - | $149 00 
Lost, to procure this money, 11 per cent. 16 


—————| $165 03 | 
Paid the pickers in paper money - - - - - - - 88 00 
Lost, to procure this money, 6 per cent. 5 02 


‘ 
’ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
. 


93 02 


Sundry expenses, to be explained by P. N. - : - : - 105 00 | 
Lost, to procure this money, = - - - - - : - - 10 04 

Mr. Ballinger’s board thirty days, at one dollar, - : : - : 30 00 
Lost, to procure this money, - - - - - - - -| 04 
30 04 
Mr. Nolan’s allowance from the 27th July until the 25th September, | 

sixty days, at $2 50 per day - - - - - - : 
Lost, to procure this money, 10 per cent. - - - - . 


| 
| 
115 04 | ca 
| 
| 150 00 | 
i 15 00 
Os mabicnictitingeess” ' 165° QU | 
; “ 541 04 
05 tliat 
1,111 O1 | 
} 


Cooperage, per account, - - - - : : < ° ‘ 
- - 329 05 | 


Proportion of expense to be deducted - - - 
781 04 





17,350 03 


1 00 Deducted from the invoice - . - - - - ~ | - 1,500 00 
) 09 oe 
| $15,850 03 
) 00 


) 00 





Errors and omissions excepted. 
i 06 
1 00 
) 00 
9 00 


PHILIP NOLAN. 
New Ortzans, September 21, 1789. 


[See Wilkinson’s account current with Clarke and Rees, dated May the Ist, 1789, contained in the account 
book, page 30.] 
) 00 





No. 30. 
LexineTon, Kentucky, May 20, 1790. 

GentLemen: I lament that I should be obliged to address you at this late day, but the causes 
producing the delay have been insuperable. 

This will be handed to you by my agent, Mr. Philip Nolan, who carries with him, and will 
exhibit to you for final settlement, the account of the unfortunate adventure by the Speedwell, he 
being specially authorized by me for that purpose. Amidst the embarrassments which result to me 
from this fatal expedition, it is with pleasure I reflect that whilst I am obliged to abide a dead loss 
on the sales, without remedy or consolation, you must feel yourselves indemnified by the advance 
you had upon the merchandise originally furnished from your store to the adventure, and for 
which you received cash. The proceeds of this adventure are vested in tobacco at a very low price, 
which will, I hope, get a good market. 

You will observe that I have consigned this cargo to Mr. Nolan, and authorized him to act for 
me in the storage, inspection, &c., because the quantity now shipped will overrun the claims of the 

| owners of the Speedwell nearly two-thirds, and I have determined to make no discrimination in 
_ the cargo, for fear of accidents to the boats, which might be assigned to the account of the Speed- 
_ well, or lest I should subject myself to imputations of partiality to my private interest, and be 
charged with selecting the best tobaceo. No difficulty can offer in the settlement ; because, when 

| the costs and charges, and the net profits of the whole cargo are ascertained, the proportion due to 
the owners of the Speedwell can be readily established. This is the principle of settlement which 
have directed my agent to take for his guidance, and to which I shall invariably adhere. 
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I am sorry to inform you that one of our flats, after having been loaded with forty hogsheads 
sprung a leak, and, in spite of our endeavors, sunk; the tobacco is wet, but I believe we shall bs 
able to save the greatest part of it, though it will involve the inevitable detention of this tobaceo 
potil my next shipment, when it will go down on the same principles of the present cargo, of which 
it is indeed a part. 

I have directed Mr. Nolan to require the original vouchers, on which the accounts rendered by 
you last year are founded, many of them being absolutely necessary to my own indemnity agains 
the persons collaterally interested or connected in them. a 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
J 


AMES WILKINSON. 
Messrs. Crarke & Rees, Merchants, New Orleans. 





No. 31. 
Lovisvitie, June 20, 1790. 

GenTLEMEN: Your surprise at hearing from me at this late date cannot exceed the mortification 
and regret I feel from the delay. My boats unfortunately grounded in Kentucky river, and were 
left by the flood. Mr. Nolan will give you the details, and will explain to you the personal hard- 
ships and risks I have been exposed to for three weeks past. 

Events have justified the propriety of my making no distinction in the tobacco shipped at this 
time, or allotting any separate portion for the account of the Speedwell, as three of the fleet which 
sailed are still aground in Kentucky river, with 118 hogsheads on board. The tobacco Mr. Nolan 
now takes down can be appropriated on the same equitable principles, and the same just scale of 
proportion set forth in my letter of the 20th of May. The drowned tobacco is, by this time, com- 
pletely recovered, I expect, at a loss of 12 or 15,000 pounds. I shall ship it, and it will go down 
with the three boats which are aground, so soon as the flood offers, which I expect must take place 
in the course of the month. 

The stoppage of the boats has been attended with some additional expense, which was unavoid- 
able, in the measures necessary to get them out of Kentucky river, and secure the tobacco. 

With due respect, I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES WILKINSON. 
Messrs. CLarke & Rees. 





No. 32.—Messrs. Wilkinson and Dunn, their account current with Clarke and Rees. 











1788. Dr. Paper. | Exchange. Silver. 
To their half adventure to Kentucky, in company, per 
bateau Speedwell - - - ° - ‘i me ‘ 4,087 07 
4,087 07 
1789. | To balance brought down vi ge, he ‘ s | 1s 1,087 07 
May 6, | To cash paid Moses and John Moore, an error discovered 
to their prejudice, in account with you after we had ad- 
justed accounts with Captain Dunn, and paid him the 
balance . . - - - - - - - - - 43 07 
To cash paid General Wilkinson’s order, favor of G.I. A. 
Elholm, . - - - - - - - - ~ - 129 04 
To twenty-eight pounds of bacon supplied Mr. Ballinger, 
at 24 - - - - - - - - - - 8 06 120 7 02 
June 4, |To cash paid Joseph Ballinger - - ° 
To cash paid Joseph Ballinger Ps im ° 
- - 108 00 
July 20,|Tocash paid P. Nolan - - - - - - - 6 00 
To cash paid P. Nolanin paper - - - 121 07 127 96 00 
July 21, |'To cash paid your order, favor of R. McGillier ~ - 150 00 
July 25, |To cash paid Greenberry Dorsey - - - 
To cash paid Philip Nolan - - - - 
July 31, | To cash paid Mr. Minor, amount of your note - 
To cash paid A. White and Shoemaker -~— - 
767 073 130 590 06 
Aug. 2, |To cash paid Hipps Taylor - . : : 
Aug. 12, | To cash for four ells of silk - - - - 
24 06 | 125 19 06 
To our assumption to Mather and Strother for a horse for 
Mr. Ballinger - - - - - - - - _ - 100 00 


; Sept. 
» Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 


1788, 


' Dec. 3 


1789, 
/May 1 


June 1 


Aug. 1 





De 


rO 


dy 


St 


100 
ere 
rd- 
his 
ich 
lan 
> of 


Wo 
ace 


oid- 


3 07 
9 04 
7 02 
8 00 
6 00 


6 00 
50 00 


90 06 


19 06 


00 00 





| Sept. 
Sept. . | To cash paid Philip Nolan for Mr. Duncan, per ‘yous order 


| May 17, | By net proceeds of sales of 38 — of lard, per Captain 


_ June 13, | By cash returned by Mr. Ballinger - : : 
| Aug. 15, | By net proceeds of sales of 27 casks of rer per Captain 
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Aug. 12, | To sundries supplied Mr. Ballinger at Natchez, on his way 
to Kentucky, viz: 


1 saddle - - - - - - 40 00 
#yardofbluecloth -  - hie - 6 00 
1 pair stockings - - - - - 3 00 





To cash you received for three flats - - 
To your order, favor of Colonel sleey, £14 Virginia cur- 
rency - - - - - - ei xed 
To cash you received from the Goveiadr of Virginia, 
£1,014 15 10, Virginia currency, dollars at six shillings 
To so much you received from the State of 


Virginia - : - - - - £1,256 3 6 
Deduct 20 per cent. mh ges ven gi 251 4 8 
£1,004 18 10 


Balance due Wilkinson and Dunn - - - - = 


To cash paid G. M. - - 


Sept. oy | To cash paid John H. Craig, per Nolan’s order = - 

To cash paid Philip Nolan’s order, favor of John Picket - 
To cash paid Philip Nolan’s order; favor of Wm. Pauling. 
| To cash paid Philip Nolan, per receipt - - 


Sept. To cash paid Philip Nolan, in full - - - - - 





Errors excepted. 


JAMES WILKINSON. 
| New Orteans, Sept. 5, 1789. 


Cr. 
By cash received from the Governor - - - . 
Balance due on this account - “ ‘ e J s 


Dec. 31, | By net proceeds of sales of 5 casks of butter, 1 hhd. of to- 


bacco, and 30,732 pounds of tobacco, loose, —_ by Mr. 
1789, Dunn - - . i ; 


Dunn - . ‘a ; ‘ 





Dunn - @ tae ots - 
By so much charged you, in an account ‘resaienid May 1, 
for Mr. Nolan’s expenses, throagh the Creek nation - 
By cash paid Captain Hoops, £280 Virginia ooremny . 
By first of adventures, &c. with charges - - 
By adventures from Kentucky, in company, for your half 
gain - - - - bs A''h4 = ys 4 . - - 
By amount of Philip Nolan’s account’ - 
By Daniel Clarke, for Deputy pareeyor: s fees paid’ in  Rich- 
mond - - - - 
By Daniel Clarke, paid for ailviee in suit it against Foster 
Webb - - oom - - - : 


Errors and omissions excepted. 


WILKINSON & DUNN. 
New Ornteans, August 29, 1789. 


By a note returned, which was charged you in favor of 


| 

} 

By balance brought down - - - - - - | 
Colonel Elizey, for £14 Virginia currency - - - | 


ee 


lith Con. 2d Suse. —75 


Paper. 


49 00 


1,479 04 


| 
| 
i. 
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Exchange. Silver. 


150 32 
~ 14 


= 46 


- 3,382 


o 3,349 





06 
00 


04 


03 





044 
12464 O74 


05 





00 
00 
03 
07 
04 
00 
053 





Hard dolls. 


12,464 


46 


7 162 
7 99 
ca 933 
sf 13,991 
3,355 
[ 374 
4 32 
y 32 

} 

L 


__ Dolls. 


ig 12,464 
Hard dolls. | 21 21,632 05. 
- 3, 000 
- 6,800 
- 471 
- 1,101 
“ 789 
~- 300 
a 48 
Dolls. 12, 42.511 
Ht 5,000 
a 1,087 
4 4,087 07° 

934 

_ 7s 
-~ 1,650 


21,632 0: 


12,511 


034 


00 
07 


07 


06 


04 
00 


04 
02 
024 
00 


024 
00 


00 
00 


05 


074 


034 





2371 














J. Wilkinson’s order on D. Clarke, Sen. 


Serremsber 4, 1789. 
Dear Sir: Will you be so good as to answer 
to Mr. Nolan, the balance in your hands, for 


your friend, 
J. WILKINSON. 
To Dantet Crarks, Esq. 





Receipt. 
New Orceans, Sept. 5, 1789. 


Received of Messrs. Clark and Rees $48 5 
rials, the balance due James Wilkinson, as state 
in Messrs. Clarke and Rees’s account current. 


For James Wilkinson, 
PHIL NOLAN. 





No. 33.—Philip Nolan’s Declaration. 
New Orceans, Sept. 10, 1790. 

I, Philip Nolan, agent for James Wilkinson, 
Esq , being applied to by Daniel Clarke, Junior, 
attorney of Clarke and Rees, to investigate an 
account settled the 5th September, 1789, between 
Clarke and Rees, merchants of this place, and 
the aforesaid James Wilkinson, Esq., do declare 
that there is an error in the said account, amount- 
ing to four hundred and seventy-three silver dol- 
lars two rials, to the prejudice of Clarke & Rees, 
occasioned by their giving him credit twice in 
their account for the aforesaid sum of four hun- 
dred and seventy-three silver dollars two rials, 
being my expenses on my journey from hence to 
Kentucky, in the year 1788. 

PHILIP NOLAN. 





No. 4.—James Wilkinson’s accountable receipt for 
our part of the cargo, per Speedwell’s proceeds, and 
for a debt due by Craig and Johnson, for £318 13s. 
7d. 

I do hereby acknowledge that I have not ac- 
counted with Daniel Ciarke for his half of the 
adventure of merchandise, shipped per the bateau 
Speedwell. Jean Massey, patroon, from New Or- 
leans to the Falls of the Ohio, consigned to Wil- 
kinson and Dunn; and that I will invest, and 
ship the proceeds of the said adventure, which 
still remains in our hands, in good and merchant- 
able tobacco, to him, in the month of December 
next. 

[also acknowledge that I have a debt due to 
the said Clarke from Craig and Johnston, for 
three hundred and eighteen pounds, thirteen shil- 
lings, and seven pence, Virginia currency, under 
my direction; and that I will, or my heirs, in 
case of my death, ship tobacco to him to the 
amount thereof, as soon as I, or they, shall recover 
the same; and when these several obligations 
into which I now enter are fulfilled by me or my 
heirs, that the articles of writing, declaratory of 
a connexion with the said Clarke, by Wilkinson 
and Dunn, bearing date the 7th of August, 1788. 
shall be void, and of no effect ; and, also, that the 
power of attorney which I have had from said 
Clarke shall be cancelled, and of no effect from 
this day. 
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As witness my hand, at New Orleans, this 18th 
day of September, in the year of our Lord on, 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine. 


JAMES WILKINSON, 





No. 3.—Articles of agreement between Wilkinson an) 
Dunn and Daniel Clarke, Sen. 


To all persons to whom these presents shaj| 
come, GREETING: 

Know ye. that James Wilkinson and Isaac p. 
Dunn, of the District of Kentucky, now in th 
State of Virginia, Esquires, of the one part, and 
Daniel Clarke, of the town of New Orleans, oy 
the Mississippi, merchant, of the other part, do 
hereby consent and mutually agree to carry oy 
a commerce between the said District of Kep. 
tucky and the town of New Orleans aforesaid: 
that is to say: 

That the said James Wilkinson and Isaac B. 
Dunn shall purchase in the District of Kentucky. 
or any other of the settlements on the waters of 
the Ohio, within the State of Virginia aforesaid, 
to wit: tobacco, flour, butter, tallow, hogs’ lard, 
beef, pork, bacon, and bacon hams, on the joint 
account and risk of the said James Wilkinson, 
Isaac B. Dunn, and Daniel Clarke, and the same 
to be sent dowa in good order (dangers of the 
river excepted) to the town of New Orleans, ai- 
dressed to the aforesaid Daniel Clarke, to be by 
him converted into cash, for the common benefit 
of the said James Wilkinson, Isaae B. Dunn, and 
Daniel Clarke, in the particular ratio hereafie: 
written. 

And likewise, that the said Daniel Clarke shal! 
purchase and send to the falls of Ohio, on account 
and risk of the aforesaid James Wilkinson, Isaac 
B. Dunn, and Daniel Clarke, addressed to the 
said James Wilkinson and Isaac B. Dunn, such 
European and West India commodities as shal 
jointly be deemed necessary for the use and con- 
sumption of the qforesaid settlements on the 
Ohio, to be by them converted into cash, or suc! 
articles of produce as are herein named, for the 
joint benefit of the said James Wilkinson, [saa 
B. Dunn, and Daniel Clarke, in the particula 
ratio hereafter mentioned. 

Now, be it remembered, and it is hereby de 
clared and made known, that the said parties ar 
to be interested in the said commerce, in the {0 
lowing proportions, viz: 

James Wilkinson to have and enjoy one-four! 
part of the profits which shall appear to aris 
| from the said trade, to be carried on agreeably ! 
the letter and spirit of the contract, from Ket 
| tucky to this place, and from this place to Kev 
_tucky, and also to sustain one-fourth part of a0) 


ooo 
AN 





; loss that may happen to the parties in the se 


| trade. 
In like manner shall Isaac B. Dunn share a0 


| enjoy one fourth part of the profits which sia — 


|arise from the aforesaid commerce, and in |i 

proportion bear any loss that may happen to ti: 

parties in the course of the said connexion. 
And likewise, that the said Daniel Clarke sh: 


ete 


do’ 
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sal 
cha 
Jan 
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have and enjoy of the profits which shall arise | kinson ; which deposition is taken before the com- 
from the said trade, one-half, or equal moiety of | mittee of the House of Representatives appointed 


re shau 


the whole, and bear, in like proportion, any loss 


that may be sustained by the parties in the course | 


of their said connexion. 

Further, it is agreed by the contracting par- | 
ties, that this connexion shall take place on the | 
ist day of December next, and continue until dis- | 
solved by mutual consent of the said parties, or 
by prohibition of this Government: Provided, 
always, That no tobacco which shall be sent 
down by James Wilkinson, Esq., antecedent to 
the Ist day of December next, shall be consider- 
ed, in any wise, a property falling within the 
present connexion. 

And whereas, Daniel Clarke is now preparing 
to make a shipment of merchandise to the afore- 
said falls of Ohio: Be it known, that the mer- 
chandise is for account and risk of the aforesaid 
James Wilkinson, Isaac B. Dunn, and Daniel 
Clarke, in the proportions aforesaid. 

Lastly, be it remembered, that the said James | 
Wilkinson and Isaac B. Dunn shall not charge 
commissions for what they buy or sell, at any 
part of the settlements of Kentucky, or on the 
waters of the Ohio, for account of the parties in 
this concern; nor shall the said Daniel Clarke 
charge any commission for all or any business he 
shall transact at New Orleans for account of said 
concern. 

In witness whereof, the parties have hereunto 
interchangeably set their hands and seals, at New 
Orleans, this 7th day of August, 1788. 

For James Wilkinson and self, 
ISAAC B. DUNN. [u.s. 
DANIEL CLARKE. [t. Ss 


Signed, sealed and delivered, in presence of 
A. Hoopes, 
Paricie Nowan. 


No, 2.—Wilkinson to Clarke. 


Ricamonp, Oct. 27, 1807. 
Dear Sir: A friend having proposed a publi- 
eation relative to scenes of eighteen or twenty 
years’ standing, [ furnished him your extract from 
the memoir you transmitted Mr. Pickering in 
1796-7. Being a public document, I could see 
no impropriety in this, and I hope you may con- 
curin the same opinion, seeing that it was an 
interesting paper to me, assailed as I am by the 
worst, the merest demons that ever infested the 
earth. So soon as I have adjusted a single point 
here, I shall be with you, and am, 
With respect and esteem, yours, 
JAMES WILKINSON. | 
The Hon. D. Crarke. 
Depositions of Daniel W. Coxe and Walter Jones. | 
Deposition of Walter Jones, Esq. 


The deposition of Walter Jones, Junior, who 
officiated as judge advocate and recorder to the | 
military court of inquiry, instituted in the month 
of January, 1808, for the investigation of certain 
charges against Brigadier General James Wil- 


to inquire into the conduct of Gen. Wilkinson. 

The deponent, in answer to sundry inquiries of 
the Committee, in relation to the evidence and 
documents produced before the court of inquiry, 
and filed among the records of its proceedings, 
the manner in which they were disposed of, and 
whether the papers, lately returned by General 
Wilkinson, do in fact constitute the whol of those 
properly belonging to the records of that court, 
deposes and swears as follows: 

On the 16th February, 1808, after several meet- 
ings of the court of inquiry, and fruitless attempts 
to bring forward the evidence relied on to support 
the charge against General Wilkinson, he came 
before the court, and made his petition that the affi- 


| davit of Mr. Daniel Clarke, which had been laid 


on the table of the House of Representatives, and 
a certified copy of which had, with other papers, 
been transmitted by the President of the United 
States to the judge advocate, might be received 
by the court “at its intrinsic value,” or, for as 
much as it was worth ;” he, General Wilkinson, 
waiving all objections as to form, and to the legal 
competency of the affidavit to be read in evidence, 
but reserving to himself the advantage of all ob- 
jections on the seore of credibility, and taking 
upon himself to discredit or to contradict the ev- 
idence of Mr. Clarke. The certified copy of this 
affidavit was accordingly read and filed as ev- 
idence; the judge advocate admitting, as a mat- 
ter of course, that the accused was free to urge 
every objection, and to produce all competent ev- 
idence affecting the credit of the witness. The 
judge advocate, at the same time, filed, de bene 
esse, certified copies of the documents laid on the 
table of the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Ranpoupn. which were reserved upon file for 
further proof. 

At the subsequent sittings of the court, Gen- 
eral Wilkinson produced and examined several 
witnesses in his defence. According to my recol- 
lection, and the minutes I haye preserved of the 
course of those examinations, he undertook to 
discredit the evidence of Mr. Clarke upon three 
grounds: 

ist. By imputing to the witness a particular 
motive for malice against the person accused, 
arising out of his, Mr. Clarke’s, alleged connexion 
with Burr’s conspirucy, and the vindictive pas- 
sions of those conspirators, supposed to be di- 
rected against General Wilkinson on account of 
his active agency in their final suppression. To 
this point he produced the following witnesses, 
viz: Lieutenant William A. Murray, Lieutenant 
Robert T. Spence, John Graham, and Benjamin 
H. Latrobe, whose examinations were taken down 
in writing and filed. 

2d. By undertaking to prove prior declarations 
of Mr. Clarke, upon the subject-matter of his affi- 
davit, inconsistent with the statement contained 
in it. To this point he produced the following 
witnesses, viz: Robert Wright, Governor of Ma- 
ryland, General Samuel Smith, of the Senate, 
Willis Alston, of the House of Representatives, 
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James Lowry Donaldson, of Baltimore, and Dr. 
Walter Jones, of the House of Reresentatives, 
whose examinations were severally taken down 
and filed. To this point, he also produced the 
deposition of Colonel William Lowry, of Balti- 
more, and a memoir from the Secretary’s office, 
entitled “History of the Trade of Louisiana,” 
which is an exhibit referred to in Mr. John Gra- 
ham’s examination. 

3diy. By attempting to disprove a circumstance 
mentioned in Mr. Clarke’s affidavit, viz: his 
spending three days and nights in General Wil- 
kinson’s tent at Loftus Heights, in October, 1798 ; 
for that purpose the deposition of Dr. J. F. Car- 
michael was produced and filed. 

General Wilkinson also took the deposition of 
Mr. Daniel W. Coxe, of Philadelphia, for the 
purpose of proving some circumstance to the dis- 
advantage of Mr. Clarke. I have but an indis- 
tinct impression left upon my mind of the par- 
ticulars sworn to by Mr. Cox, except that, after 
negativing the interrogatories of General Wili- 
kinson, suggesting anything to the disadvantage 
of Mr. Clarke, the witness proceeds voluntarily 
to disclose all the circumstances within his know- 
ledge, corroborative of Mr. Clarke’s evidence, or 
of the integrity of his motives. 

The last witness produced by General Wilkin- 
son, and the last evidence of any kind brought 
forward by him, prior to his delivering in his de- 
fence in writing, was Mr. Oliver Pollock, by whom 
he undertook to prove the innocence of his Span- 
ish transactions and connexions, from circum- 
stances within the personal knowledge of the wit- 
ness; his examination was also taken down in 
writing and filed. 

On the part of the prosecution, the following 
additional evidence was produced and filed, viz: 

The deposition of Andrew Ellicott, who was 
required to state the whole of his knowledge and 
information relative to any transactions or con- 
nexion between Gen. Wilkinson and the Spanish 
government of Louisiana, or any of the officers 
or agents of that Government. 

Also, the deposition of Robert Goodloe Har- 
per, to corroborate Mr. Clarke’s evidence, by 
proving prior conversations between them, in 
which the evidence relied upon by General Wil- 
kinson, to fix upon Mr. Clarke inconsistent and 
contradictory declarations, was attempted to be 
rebutted or explained. 

This, according to the best of my recollection, 
refreshed by the rough minutes and loose papers 
relative to the proceedings of the court, yet in my 
possession, was the whole of the evidence before 
the court when General Wilkinson rose to deliver 
his defence. 

The court of inquiry had stood adjourned for 
some considerable time, when it met in June, 1808, 
for the purpose of bringing the case to a conclu- 
sion. During that month I was particularly, and 
almost constantly, engaged in attending to my 
professiona] duties at the cirduit court of this dis- 
trict, then in session. I did, with some difficulty, 
‘contrive to attend the court of inquiry for the 
two days taken up by General Wilkinson, in de- 





livering his defence, which was commenced on 
Friday, the 24th, and concluded on Saturday, the 
25th bane: 1808. In the course of reading his 
defence, he produced a great number of papers, 
referred to as exhibits, consisting of documents 
and affidavits which had never before been sub- 
mitted to the court. Captain Fenwick, of the 
marines, sat by with these papers, arranged in 
regular order, and handed them over as they 
were called for in the progress of the defence. 
Every exhibit so referred to, and called for, was 
successively handed over to me as judge advo- 
cate and recorder, and carefully filed among the 
records of the court. I kept a rough minute, or 
numerical list of the new papers and documents 
quoted and produced by General Wilkinson upon 
that occasion, by reference to which I find that 
he produced fifty-five new exhibits, many of them 
comprising sundry enclosures not particularly 
noted. This list, or a fair copy, I am ready to 
produce to the committee, if required. The in- 
stant that the defence was concluded, I collected 
together, in the best order I could, all the papers 
pelosigian to the records of the court, and left 
them, with the three members, for their exami- 
nation, in order to the making up, and forming 
their opinion in private. It was agreed between 
us that, while they were engaged in this investi- 
gation, my presence might dispensed with 
until the members should have definitively made 
up their decision. In the morning of the 28th of 
June, I was called upon to meet the court of in- 
quiry, and found that the definitive opinion of 
the court was ready drawn up in writing; it was 
then signed by the members in my presence ; and, 
together with all the papers, delivered up to me 
for the purpose of making up a record of the pro- 
ceedings in due form, and transmitting the whole 
tothe War Department. The court, at the same 
time, communicated to me their request that, in 
making up the record, I should prefix to their 
opinion a methodical statement or summary of 
all the evidence in the case, as well oral as doc- 
umentary. The completion of the duties thus 
remaining to be executed by me as judge advo- 
cate, would, under the pressure of other business, 
then upon my hands, have speteoe from ten days 
to a fortnight. General Wilkinson was, as [ uo- 
derstood, very urgent to have his fate finally de- 
cided and promulgated prior to the then ensuing 
anniversary of aeepaneess and I received 
either a note or a verbal message (I cannot now 
say with certainty which) from the Secretary of 
War, requesting me immediately to transmit the 
opinion of the court, and all the requisite evi- 
dence and documents to be returned to me as 
soon as the President of the United States should 
have considered them. 

I immediately set about making the best ar- 
rangement, in my power, of the papers; distrib- 
uting them into several bundles in such order as 
might enable the President to go through the ex- 
amination of them with the least labor, and to 
the best advantage ; for easily understanding the 
relation of each. to the points of the case, each 
bundle having a label, on which its general con- 
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tents were noted in my handwriting. I recollect | 
that General Wilkinson’s defence constituted one 
of the bundles, and the new exhibits referred to 
in itanother. On the same, or the next day, after 
the court had delivered their opinion, the papers 
were sent, in the state I have described, to the 
War Department, accompanied by a letter from 
me to the Secretary, stating to him the informal | 
condition in which the record was transmitted. ac- 
cording to his request, and the necessity of having 
the papers returned to me, as soon as the Pres- 
ident should have done with them, for the pur- 
pose of completing the record. Itis proper to 
mention that, upon looking over the loose papers 
and minutes, relative to the proceedings of the 
court of inquiry, yet in my possession, I find that, 
from some cause which I cannot now with cer- 
tainty account for, but, it is probable, from casual | 
inadvertence, I omitted sending one original doc- 
ument, properly belonging to the evidence in the 
case, and which I now produce to the Committee, | 
and that is the memoir entitled “ History of the 
Trade of Louisiana,” referred to in Mr. John 
Graham’s examination. 

I heard nothing further on the subject till I 
saw, in the National Intelligencer, of the 4th of 
July, 1808, the opinion of the court of inquiry, 
approved by the President of the United States. 
My professional engagements continued to occupy 
me, without intermission, for a considerable time 
afterwards; and when I did find myself at leisure 
to undertake the completion of the record, I 
learned that Colonel Burbeck, the President of 
the court, whose signature was necessary, in ad- 
dition to my own, in order to authenticate the 
record, had been, in the meantime, detached to 
some distant post. As the President of the Uni- 
ted States had already acted upon the case, and 
there was no immediate necessity for a more 
complete record, I thought it as well to postpone 
the matter in expectation of Colonel Burbeck’s 
return in some reasonable time. It was not till 
some time late in September, or early in October 
last, soon after my return from the country, that 
I heard of Colonel Burbeck’s being in town, and 
it immediately occurred to me that it was a good 
opportunity to finish my long postponed task. 
For that purpose I requested one of the clerks in | 
the War Department, with whom I accidentally 
met, to send me the papers. After some time, | 
and upon further application, I was informed 
they were missing, but it was some time before 
it could be distinctly understood what had be- 
come of them. It was sometime during this | 
winter that I was informed that it was certainly 
ascertained General Wilkinson had taken pos- 
Session of them. Ido, with the utmost certainty, 
aver that, until the infermation came to me in | 
the time and manner I have just described, I had | 
all along remained in the most assured security | 
that the papers were safely deposited, and care- | 
fully preserved in the War Office, ready for me | 
to act upon, whensoever the proper opportunity | 
should occur for making up the record in due | 
form; and that I had never the least suspicion | 
or knowledge of the fact that they were in the | 








custody of General Wilkinson, nor of any cir- 
cumstance that could render the supposition of 
such a fact in the least degree probable. {do 
recollect that, on the day I transmitted the papers 
to the War Department, General Wilkinson, re- 


| quested that, when they came again into my pos- 


session, he might have the loan of his defence, 
in order to correct or retouch the language, pre- 


| paratory to a publication of it; that, I informed 


him, was an indulgence I had always thought it 


| reasonable to allow persons in his situation, re- 


serving to myself, however, the privilege of see- 
ing that no material statement contained io the 
defence should be substantially varied. I do fur- 
ther recollect that he expressed a desire to have 
a full copy of the whole record and documents, 
which I informed him he would, as I conceived, 
be entitled to request from the War Department. 

I have, at the request of the committee, looked 
over (without making, however, any particular 
examination of their respective contents) the 


| bundle of papers said to have been returned by 


General Wilkinson, as all the documents in his 
possession, relative to the court of inquiry, and I 
am not enabled to say, either from my own recol- 
lection, or from any written memoranda in my 
possession, that there is now any deficit among 
those papers which constituted the evidence of 
witnesses, and the documentary evidence pro- 
duced and filed prior to the time of General Wil- 
kinson’s delivering in his defence. Of the other 
papers transmitted by me to the War Depart- 
ment, together with those last mentioned, and as 
a parcel of the same proceeding. there are mis- 
sing the whole of General Wilkinson’s written 
defence, and all those fifty-five exhibits, produced 
for the first time, in the course of delivering that 
defence, except that I perceive, in the bundle, 
certain papers which I believe to be four of those 
exhibits, viz: the affidavits of Silas Dinsmore, 
Dr. G. E. Pendegrast and Captain John Bowyer, 
and certain extracts from the correspondence of 
the Louisiana commissioners with the Secretary 
of State. I perceive, in the bundle, one paper, 
viz: Join Brown’s affidavit, of which I have no 
recollection, nor. any written memorandum; it 
may, however, have been among those upon the 
file of the court, and may have been overlooked 
or forgotten. 

The circumstances attending the original pro- 
duction of the papers now missing, and the tran- 
sient manner in which they passed through my 


hands, must satisfactorily account for the imper- 


fect answer | am obliged to make to the inqui- 


| ries of the committee into the contents of a cer- 


tain part of them; it was for the purpose of ac- 


| counting for this that I have dwelt so minutely 


upon certain points that might otherwise appear 
to be frivolous. 

As to the account current between General 
Wilkinson and Governor Miro, mentioned in the 
opinion of the court, the following is all that I 
can at present recollect concerning it, either from 
my Own memory or any written memorandum in 
my possession. 

It was emphatically commented on by Gene- 
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ral Wilkinson, as having been fortunately pre- 
served through the many casualties and hazards 
to which his os had been exposed, and by 
which many of them had been destroyed, and as 
are demonstrative evidence of the inno- 
cence of his transactions with the Spanish Gov- 
ernor. It was introduced from among a number 
of letters and papers stated to be either in the 
handwriting of, or to have been transmitted by, 
General Wilkinson’s deceased agent, Philip No- 
lan, and it was stated to be an account current 
signed Paw agent of Governor Miro, and ren- 
dered to Philip Nolan, and by him transmitted to 
General Wilkinson; it was handed round among 
the members of the court, and when it came to 
me to be filed I ran my eye hastily over it. I 
cannot recollect, with any precision, either the 
date, the items, the gross amount, or the balance; 
nor can I recollect the name or quality of the 
Spanish agent by whom it was signed and ren- 
dered; it was either enclosed in a letter from 
Philip Nolan to General Wilkinson, or tied up 
with letters, or other papers of Nolan, so that the 
account, together with a certain number of those 
papers, formed one exhibit. I do not find, upon 
recurrence to my list, that the account is speci- 
fically mentioned in it; but I feel morally certain 
in my own mind, that it was comprised in one of 
two exhibits mentioned and described in that list 
as follows: “No. 6. Papers of Nolan.” “No. 9. 
Nolan’s letters.” And further this deponent saith 
not, W. JONES, Jr. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY, 88. 
On this 1st day of May, 1810, before the sub- 
scriber, a justice of the peace for said county, ap- 
red Walter Jones, jr..and made oath in due 
orm, that the foregoing facts, as stated, are true 
to the best of his knowledge. 
DANL. RAPINE. 


D. W. C. 


Personally appeared before me, Daniel Rapine, 
Daniel W. Coxe, of the city of Philadelphia, 
merchant, who, being duly sworn according to 
law, doth declare and say, that the following doc- 
uments and papers: 

No. 2. A letter from James Wilkinson to Dan- 
iel Clarke, dated 27th October, 1807; 

No. 3. An agreement between James Wilkin- 
son and Daniel Clarke, dated 7th August, 1788, 
in Philip Nolan’s handwriting ; 

No. 4, James Wilkinson’s accountable receipt 
to Daniel Clarke, dated September 18, 1789 ; 

No. 5. An affidavit of John Ballinger, dated 
Tpgyary 12, 1789; 

No. 6. A letter from Evan Jones to Daniel 
Clarke, dated February 16, 1809; 

No. 7. An affidavit of F. Langlois, dated the 
29th December, 1808, containing two original let- 
ters to himself from the Baron de Carondelet, 
dated 28th January and 28th June, 1795; 

No. 8. An affidavit from Dominique Bouligny, 
dated January 16, 1809; 

No. 9. An affidavit of Thomas Power, dated 
March 18, 1809 ; 
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No. 11. An affidavit of William Miller, dated 
March 11, 1809; 

No. 13. James Wilkinson’s letter to Colonel} 
John Adair, dated August 7, 1795; 

No. 14. Thomas Portell’s certified copy, in his 
own handwriting, of the Baron Cardadeler’s in- 
structions to him, dated January 20, 1796, with 
translation thereof, frem the Spanish ; 

No. 15. Thomas Power’s letter to Don Thom- 
as Portell. in Spanish, in the handwriting of Pow- 
er, dated June 27, 1796, with a translation thereof; 

No. 16. Thomas Portell’s letter to Thomas Pow- 
er, in Spanish, in the handwriting of Portell, 
dated the 27th of June, 1796, with a translation 
thereof : 

No. 17. Thomas Power’s affidavit, dated March 
18, 1809; 

No. 20. Thomas Power’s draught, in his own 
handwriting, of his letter, dated 27th June, 1796, 
in the French language, to the Baron de Caron- 
delet, with a translation thereof; 

No. 21, Thomas Power’s draught of his letter 
in English, im his own handwriting, and dated 
27th June, 1796, to Governor Gayoso ; 

No, 22. Thomas Power’s draught of his letter, 
in French, in his own handwriting, and dated 
3d January, 1797, to the Baron de Carondelet, 
with a translation thereof ; 

No. 23, Thomas Power’s draught of bis letter in 
English, dated January 3, 1797, to Governor Gay- 
oso. Accompanying these last four numbers, 
and Nos. 40 and 43, is Thomas Power’s affidavit, 
dated March 18, 1809, in relation thereto; 

No. 25. James M. Bradford’s affidavit, dated 
March 17, 1809; 

No. 27. James Wilkinson’s account current (in 
Philip Nolan’s handwriting) with Clarke & Rees, 
dated August 8, 1788 ; 

No 28. James Wilkinson’s account current with 
Clark & Rees, dated May 1, 1789. N.B. Thisis 
contained in account book, page 30; 

No. 29. Philip Nolan’s account of sales of to- 
bacco, in his own handwriting, dated September 
21, 1790; 

No. 30. James Wilkinson’s letter to Clark & 
Rees, dated May 20, 1790; 

No. 31. James Wilkinson’s letter to Clarke & 
Rees, dated June 20, 1790; 

No. 32. Wilkinson & Dunn’s account current 
with Clarke & Rees, dated August 39, 1789, and 
September 5, 1789, with James Wilkinson’s order 
and Philip Nolan’s receipt for balance ; 

No. 33. Philip Nolan’s declaration, dated Sep- 
tember 10, 1790; 

No. 34, Thomas Power’s affidavit, dated March 
18, 1809; 

No. 35. Secret instructions from James Wil- 
kinson to Thomas Power, in P. Nolan’s hand- 
writing. 

No. 36. Thomas Power’s letter, in Spanish, 
dated May 9, 1797, in his own handwriting, to 
the Baron de Carondelet, with translation ; 

No. 37. Baron de Carondelet’s letter, in Span- 
ish, to Thomas Power, dated May 28, 1797, with 
translation thereof; 

No. 38. Baron de Carondelet’s letter to Thomas 
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Power, in French, dated May 26, 1797, with post- 
script of May 28, and translation; 

No. 40. Thomas Power’s draught of his letter, 
in French, in his own handwriting, to Baron de 
Carondelet, dated June 4, 1797, with translation 
thereof ; 

No. 42. James Wilkinson’s letter to Thomas 
Power, dated September 5, 1797; 

No. 43. Thomas Power’s draught of his letter, 
in his own handwriting, in Spanish, to Governor 
Gayoso, dated December 5, 1797, with a transla- 
tion thereof ; 

No. 44. Baron de Carondelet’s letter, in French, 
to Thomas Power, dated April 23, 1797, with 
translation thereof ; 

No. 70. James Wilkinson’s letter to Thomas 
Power, dated Greenville, May 25, 1796; 


No. 71. A letter in James Wilkinson’s hand- | 


writing, though without his signature, to Daniel 
Clarke ; 

X. A letter from James Wilkinson to Daniel 
Clarke, dated June 9, 1805, introdacing Colonel 
Burr ; 

No. 78. James Wilkinson’s letter to General 
John Adair, dated May 28, 1805, alluding to Colo- 
nel Burr ; 

G. Y. A certified copy of a letter from James 
Wilkinson to Governor Gayoso, in the hand- 
writing of Gayoso, and dated September 22, 1796; 

A. A letter from Joseph Collins to Daniel 


Clarke, dated March 10, 1809; have been deliv- | 
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by order of the King of Denmark, 
to the original British proprietors, on the ground 
that as Denmark did not acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of the United States, the captures were 
| arbitrarily deemed illegal. The petitioner claims 
| of the United States his proportion of the prize 
| money. 
| This conduct on the part of Denmark was 
most certainly in violation of her neutral charac- 
| ter, and an unwarrantable interposition in the 
| war between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain. The justice or injustice of the war was not 
| a subject of decision which belonged to a neutral 
Power. No preference should have been given 
to either party in the war. There should have 
been an equality of friendship, or a conduct 
| equally abstaining from injury. So far from ob- 
serving this conduct in the transaction, Denmark 
| departed from this line of impartiality, by a posi- 
| tive act and exercise of power, in divesting those 
' who were in the service of the United States of 
/an inchoate right to property, by giving it back to 
| British subjects who bad, at least, lost the pos- 
|session of it. At the period of restoring these 
| prizes the United States had declared their inde- 
| ponneten: and that independence had been ac- 
| nowledged by some other nations. But, in an- 
| other point of view, if Denmark considered the 
struggle with Great Britain as nothing more nor 
less than a civil war, still the restoration of the 
prizes to the other party in the war would still be 


} 


ered by this deponent to the Committee of the | unauthorized by those rules which are binding in 
House of Representatives of the United States, | reason and by the laws of nations upon neutral 
appointed to inquire into the conduct of Gen- | Powers. This last position is corroborated by 
eral James Wilkinson, by a resolution of the 4th | the opinion of the Secretary of State, now the 
of April, instant, and that the said papers are | President of the United States, in his report on 


genuine, to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
and in the handwriting of the persons therein 
respectively designated. D. W. COXE. 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, 


District or COLUMBIA, 88: ‘ 


On this 30th April, 1810, before the subscriber, 
a justice of the peace for said county, appeared 
Daniel William Coxe, and made oath, in due 


form, that the facts stated above are true, to the | 


best of his knowledge. D. RAPINE. 


INDEMNITY FOR PRIZES. 


[Communicated to the House, February 5, 1810.] 
Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 


to whom was referred the petition of Peter Lan- | 


dais, made the following report: 


That it appears from the memorial and docv- | 


ments that the Alliance, a frigate of the United 
States, was commanded by the memorialist in 
the late Revolutionary war, and, in concert with 
other armed vessels of the United States, on a 
cruise in the north of Europe in the year 1779, 
captured three British vessels, and sent them 
as prizes into Bergen, in Norway: that, on the 
arrival of these prizes at Bergen, where they were 
consigned to the French Consul, they were seized 


this subject ; and, consequently, in every rational 

view of the subject, the claim of damages upon 

Denmark, for the restoration of said prizes, re- 
(mains obligatory. The committee, upon the 
| most deliberate examination of this case, are 
| without doubts that the United States are not 
| bound, in equity or justice, or by the laws of na- 
| tions, to pay to the petitioner any portion of the 
| said prizes, which might have been the share of 
| the petitioner if his inchoate right had not been 
| defeated by the restitution of the prizes. But the 

practice of the United States, during the Revo- 
| lution and since, has been in opposition to such 
‘claims. The citizens of the United States have 

a right to expect protection from their Govern- 
| ment; but in no situation have the United States 

ever considered themselves bound to make pecu- 
| nlary compensation to those of her citizens who 
| have suffered loss by the encroachments of fereign 
/nations. But the United States have sacred and 
important duties to perform to herself and her 
| citizens in this respect: not in making pecuniary 
/compensation herself, but in maintaining the 

honor of the nation, enforeing obedience to her 

neutral rights, and in procuring indemnity from 
| such aggressing Power, so far as may be practi- 
|cable and consistent with the means and inde- 
| pendence of the United States. But this conduet 
of the United States must be voluntary on the 
| part of the Government. The Government alone 
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is the judge what should be done in any indi- 
vidual or in a general complaint; and your com- 
mittee have confidence that the Government will 
pursue that course which is most honorable, 
equitable, and useful, having a just regard to in- 
dividuals as persons, and the whole community 
as a body politic; and, upon this occasion, the 
United States have not been negligent in making 
use of reasonable exertions, and furnishing ra- 
tional means of procuring from Denmark dam- 
ages for the restitution of the prizes aforesaid to 
the original British owners. A concise view of 
the proceedings on this subject will best prove 
this position. As soon as the Danish Govern- 
ment, by the solicitation of the British Minister, 
es orders to restore the three prizes captured 

y the Alliance, information of it was given to 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin, then in France, who 
immediately communicated this intelligence to 
the Congress of the United States, and also sent 
a memorial to the King of Denmark, protesting 
against the restitution, and demanding the order 
to be rescinded. and the vessels to be delivered to 
the French Consul, from whose care they had 
been taken, and demanding compensation to the 
amount of fifty thousand pounds sterling, at 
which these prizes were then estimated, provided 
they were not in a situation to be restored to the 
captors: that, in consequence of the letter of Dr. 
Franklin to Congress, a resolution was adopted 
the 25th of October, 1787, instructing our Minis- 
ter at Versailles to renew the claim upon Den- 
mark for the prizes given up to Great Britain 
during the war, and demanding a pecuniary com- 
pensation equivalent to the value of them ; in- 
vesting the said Minister with power finally to 
settle said claim, and, if necessary, to appoint 
Chevalier John Paul Jones, or any other agent 
to the Court of Denmark, with such powers and 
instructions as he might deem most conducive 
to a successful issue. In consequence of which 

ower Paul Jones was appointed their agent by 
Mr. Jefferson, late President of the United States, 
and then Minister at Paris; that this agent went 
to Copenhagen, and in March, 1788, repeated the 
claim of compensation. The Danish Govern- 
ment answered this agent, that the affair would 
be referred to the Baron de Blome, the Danish 
Minister at Paris, to be negotiated between him 
and Mr. Jefferson. The petitioner’s, and the 
other vessels cruising in concert, were under the 
command of Chevalier Paul Jones in the first 
voyage, if not during the whole cruise, and Chev- 
alier Jones and the commanders of the squadron 
enteged into a written agreement for the distri- 
bution of the prize money which might accrue | 
upon the success of the cruise; which agreement | 
the petitioner has attempted to invalidate, and | 
upon which the committee do not feel themselves | 
called upon to decide: that after the last applica- | 
tion was made by Paul Jones to the Danish | 
Court he entered the Russian service, and no_ 
measures have ever been taken since: so that, 
reasonable exertions were made at those times to | 
obtain compensation for those prizes; but all was 
fruitless. 





The Danish Court has never denied the right 
of the captors to indemnity. When Dr. Frank. 
lin wrote to Count Bernstorf, he referred him to 
Baron de Blome, the Danish Minister in France. 
and upon the application of Commodore Pay! 
Jones, promise of negotiation was made, and re. 
ferred to the same Minister. It is the opinion 
of your committee that the Government neve; 
should relinquish said claim, in any transactions 
or negotiations between the two Governments: 
and they hope, upon a convenient opportunity, 
to renew this claim of damages. when the Court 
of Denmark would be disposed to settle agree. 
ably to justice, froma love of that neutral charac- 
ter by which Denmark has acquired so much 
glory, and in order, likewise, to emulate the con- 
duct of the United States towards the subjects 
of that Kingdom. But your committee canno: 
think that the petitioner has any legal claim upon 
this Government; but the Government alone is 
the judge, and the rightful judge, what measures 
should be pursued in relation to the subject, and 
all others of the same tenor. The committee 
feel no inclination to deny that the memorialist 
fulfilled the orders of his superiors; nor do they 
feel it their duty to examine that point, nor whe- 
ther the agreement entered into by the petitioner 
and the commanders of the squadron sailing in 
concert would be binding or nugatory, as these 
two positions can have no bearing upon the pres- 
ent-inquiry, which is, whether the United States 
are liable to the captors for the three prizes re- 
stored by Denmark as stated. 

The right to make war belongs to the sover- 
eign power of a nation, which rests with the 
people of the United States, by their representa- 
tives; and individuals cannot take any steps 
themselves without authority. Persons, there- 
fore, fitting out privateers to cruise against the 
enemies of that country of which they are mem- 
bers, acquire the property of whatever captures 
they may make as a compensation for their ser- 
vices, disbursements, and the risks they run. 
They acquire the right from the commission 
which issues to them from the power controlling 
the operations of the war; and these captures are 
made under certain regulations or laws adopted 
by the power granting the commissions. Some- 
times a part, sometimes the whole capture, be- 
longs to the captor; this depends upon rules, or 
the contract by which the distribution is regu- 
lated. And though the love of justice and hatred 
of oppression may enter into the motives or in- 
ducement for this service of making captures, the 
prospect of riches constitutes part of the induce- 
ment: so that the nature of the service proves 
satisfactory that the United States never intended 
to be responsible for the captures lost in such 
a way, or in any other way where the United 
States could not control, by reasonable precau- 
tion, the event which produced the loss; and. 
in fact, where the United States are not culpable. 
they are not liable. 

The nature of this service in the American 
Revolution was known to all engaged in it, and 
more especially the perils of cruising in the very 
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neighborhood of England, with her formidable 
navy, the place where these prizes were taken. 
In this situation, to give the squadron as men- 
tioned all the benefit arising from the importance 
of the United States, and to prevent those en- 


aged in her service from being considered as | 


pirates, they not only acted under commissions, 
but orders from Dr. Franklin, who designated 
the neutral ports where it was most probable the 


: captures would be safe until they could be sent 


with more safety to the United States, or some 


ally: and for the benefit of this squadron and the | 


American cause, he gave written orders, by which 


his letters of instruction to Chevalier John Paul 


Jones, he says: “ The prizes you make send to | Lit ' 
| expedition might be considered as American, and 
ing to your proximity to either of these ports.” | th 
| his name; but he never paid or received, in be- 


Dunkirk, Ostend, or Bergen, in Norway, accord- 


Thus giving his own weight of character, and 


| theinfluence of the United States, for the benefit 


of those employed in the public service of this 


captors to places of the most security. 

The observations made above will apply with 
equal if not greater force to the case of the me- 
morialist, who was in the service of the United 
States, commanding a frigate, with the advan- 
tages of capture allowed to others commanding 
privateers. 

It is also well established by the law of na- 
tions, previous to the Revolution, and which law 
was, during the Revolution, acknowledged and 
acted under by the United States, that the prop- 
erty in goods captured cannot be transferred. so 
as to divest the right of the original owner, unless 


by a sentence of condemnation by a court of | 


competent jurisdiction; and the courts of the 
United States, or the courts of an ally, alone 
would have been competent; so that the captors 
never had a vested right. 
inchoate right, which would have been perfected 
by condemnation of a competent tribunal; and 
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bility in this case, France would be the respon- 
sible nation, or at least equally bound with the 
United States. 

It appears to your committee that, previous to 
the cruise of the squadron with which the Alli- 
ance was associated, the Court of France had 
some naval expedition in view against England; 
and as Paul Jones, Esq. had signalized himself in 


| a sea engagement in taking the Drake, application 


was made to Dr. Franklin for his services to com- 
mand in the enterprise, which was granted. The 
project was formed by the Court of France. Paul 


| Jones was furnished with some of the King’s ships, 
' the squadron was to be governed; and in one of | 


the officers of which were to have temporary 
American commissions, and for some reasons of 
the Ministry of France it was wished that the 
that Dr. Franklin should give the instructions in 


half of the United States, any money, directly, 


| or indirectly, on account of this enterprise, and 
country, and from his information directing the | 


the whole outfit for the squadron was committed 
to Monsieur de Charmount, an agent of the 
French Government; and, after several changes 


'as to the destination of the enterprise, the final 


intention, under which the cruise set sail, was to 
intercept and attack the Baltic fleet. At the 
time of this enterprise, France being engaged in 
war with England, and the ally of the United 
States, the Alliance frigate was under orders to 
carry Mr. Joho Adams back to America from 
Europe; and the Minister of the French Marine, 
by a written letter, requested of Dr. Franklin 
that he would lend the Alliance to strengthen 
the little squadron aforesaid, offering a passage 
to Mr Adams in one of the King’s ships. Dr. 
Franklin consented to the request, with the 


| double view to oblige the Minister of the Ma- 


rine, and to obtain some English prisoners to ex- 
change for the Americans in captivity in Eng- 


‘land. That the ships with which the Alliance 


was consorted were, Ist, the Bonhomme Richard, 


the letters of Dr. Franklin show that the prizes | bought and fitted by the King of France for 


were intended for the United States, and much 
danger was apprehended. In Johnson’s New 


York Reports, vol. ii, p.471; Brown’s Civil and | 
Admiralty Law, p. 251 to 260; Azuni, vol. ii, p. | 


Captain Jones: 2d, the Pallas frigate; 3d, the 
Vengeance, a corvette; 4th, the Cerf, a cutter. 
all belonging to the King; and two privateers 


sailed with the squadron, but were not considered 


242 ; this doctrine above is established: all which | as part of the armament; that Dr. Franklin made 


prove the hazards of the captors, aod by cne of 
those unforeseen events did defeat their right be- 
fore its completion. 

_ Upon inquiry from the Department of State, 
it appears that the United States have no funds 
of any kind in possession belonging to Denmark, 
and no part of this claim can be distinguished in 
that way. The committee hope that the claim 
will not be disregarded in any adjustment of the 
claims or other complaints which may be the 
subject of negotiation between the two countries 
of Denmark and the United States. 

This view taken of the subject has been pre- 
dicated upon the ground that the commanders of 
the squadron, of which the memorialist was one, 


But there is a different view of the subject, from 
which it would result that, if there was any lia- 








sions and colors. 
| Franklin expected the prisoners taken, by lend- 


no agreement, nor any other person for him, with 
the commanders of said expedition, respecting 


| the shares they were to draw severally of the 


prizes which might be taken during the said 
cruise; that he lent the vessel (Alliance) at the 


| Minister’s request; and that the captain, before 


they sailed, entered into an agreement to divide 
the prizes according to the rules of the United 
States, as they acted under American commis- 
It appears that, although Dr. 


ing the Alliance, to exchange with Great Britain, 


| he was disappointed on account of difficulties 


which oceurred in Holland, and they were ex- 


| changed for French prisoners; that the disburse- 
had been set on foot by the United States alone. | 


ments for the frigate Alliance were paid by the 


| King of France, while under the command of 
| Captain Jones, including the period in which the 





% 
‘~ 
q 


ope poate te 


Lip ERRORS 





2387 


rizes were taken, viz: Ist, on her refit in Hol- 
and, and, 2d, on her refit after her return to L’Or- 
ient; and though the petitioner considered him- 
self not under the command of Commodore Jones 
after her return to France, (the first time after he 
had made the captures which were sent to Ber- 
gen,) still Dr. Franklin considered him in that 
service. For it is certain that the memorialists 
acted under the orders originally given to Paul 
Jones, which copy was given him because it 
was uncertain whether the Bonhomme Richard, 
commanded by Paul Jones, could cruise as soon 
as the Alliance, and whether the agreement 
entered into by the commanders was binding, 
respecting the prizes taken while Jones was ab- 
sent, which is not the province or duty of the 
committee todetermine. It was after these prizes 
had been taken and carried into Bergen, that 
the Alliance again joined the squadron of Cap- 
tain Jones, a few days after, off Flamborough 
Head, about the 22d of September, 1779, when 
they engaged together and took the two English 
men of war, the Serapis and Countess of Scar- 
borough. Your committee are of opinion that 
the Alliance joined in the enterprise set on foot, 
projected, and patronised by the Court of France 
against the common enemy of the United States 
and France, and that the commanders undertook 
the enterprise, knowing all the circumstances 
enumerated, and entered into an agreement with 
each other as to the share of the profit; and al- 
though the committee cannot see that France or 
the United States should be liable to make good 
the damages to the memorialist, still, if any be 
liable, it would certainly be the French Gov- 
ernment, if not in whole, at least in equal parts. 
Vide Franklin’s Works, vol. 5. p. 80. 

Upon this view of the subject, the committee 
submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner 

ought not to be granted. 


GENERAL ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 


[Communicated to the House, February 23, 1810.] 


Mr. Jounson, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Arthur St. 
Clair, made the following report: 

That the petitioner claims the reimbursement of 
the sum of eighteen hundred dollars, {advanced 
by him in the year 1776, to Major W. Butler, of 
2d P. B., to begin in the northern department the 
re-enlistment of the troops then in service, in or- 
der to form a part of the permanent army of the 
United States, conformably to the resolutions of 
Congress; which claim is founded upon a re- 
ceipt in the following words and figures, viz: 

“'TiconpERoGA, October, 26, 1776. 

“Received of General St. Clair eighteen hun- 

dred dollars, for the recruiting service. 


“WM. BUTLER, Major 2d P. B.” 


Which paper is hereuntoannexed ; under which 
receipt, and on the same paper, the following 
memoranda are made: “Gave Captain Wilson 
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one hundred and fifty-four dollars for the sam, 
purpose; October 30, Captain Moore three hyp. 
| dred and sixty-two dollars; November 3. Mr 
Armstrong seven dollars and ten cents.” Th, 
committee are satisfied that the petitioner aq. 
vanced the sum mentioned, for the object and ins 
the manner set forth by the memorialist; that j; 
was applied to the re-enlistment of the perma. 
nent army by Major Butler; that the United 
States have received the benefit of the sum aq. 
| vanced ; that neither the United States nor Ma. 
jor Butler have ever paid any part of the said 
sum to General St. Clair. Of the authenticit, 
of Butler’s receipt there can be little doubt. Be. 
| sides the internal evidence of the origina] paper, 
and being on a piece of paper containing private 
memoranda, written with the same pen and ini 
apparently, the certificate of Joseph Howel, jun, 
assistant commissioner of army accounts, tha 
the claim had been laid before him 6th Novem. 
ber, 1787; and also, that before the death of Ma- 
jor Butler, or as early as 1793, the receipt was 
put in possession of Mr. Ross, an attorney, to 
bring suit against said Butler. Howel’s certif. 
cate, No. 1. Ross’s certificate, No. 2. In a trans. 
action of this kind, the committee would not be 
satisfied of the justice of this claim, upon a proof 
that the money had been advanced for the Uni- 
ted States; but would require presumptive satis- 
factory evidence that the reimbursement never 
had been made of this particular sum. 

This evidence is furnished by the circumstance 
of this case, and the documents of the memorial, 
Although the memorialist has had various set- 
tlements with the Government of the United 
States, except the final settlement of his accounts 
for revolutionary services with Pierce in 1787, 
he never could, with propriety, have made the 
claim, as they were accounts arising for disburse- 
ment of moneys for specified purposes, and for 
services and claims arising from considerations 
long since the American Revolution, and with 
which other claims could not have been blended. 
In the settlement of his army accounts with 
Pierce, he might have laid in his claim for the 
$1,800. No positive proofs, independent of the 
positive declarations of the memorialist, exist of 
the exhibition of the claim for settlement at that 
time. But the certificate of Joseph Howel, the 
successor of Pierce, establishes two facts, whic) 
remove all doubts on this part of the subject: that 
William Butler, to whom the $1,800 had been 
advanced, had not settled his publi¢ accounts, 
which was the reason why Pierce could not ad- 
mit this claim as alleged by St. Clair; and sec- 
ondly, that the $1,800 did not appear upon the 
books of the office of army accounts in favor 0! 
the memorialist; and the want of a settlement 0 
accounts with Butler seemed a reason why Howel 
did not take upon himself to settle said claim the 
6th of November, 1787; from these two facts, |! 
seems certain that the petitioner, in 1797, made 
claim to this $1,800, which had not been allowed. 
and that all subsequent settlements and transac- 
tions between him and the United States were 
of a totally distinct nature, and could not include 
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such a claim as this. Considering the circum- | nent part of the army was the recruiting alluded 
stances Of this case, the committee do not think | to. (See General Washington’s letter on this 
the lapse of time a presumptive evidence that the | subject, referred to by the memorialist.) It is be- 
claim has been paid, having a particular regard lieved by the committee, that the money ad- 
| wo the conduct of General St. Clair; he has not | vanced to Major Butler to recruit his company in 
been negligent in making claim eitheragainst the | Pennsylvania was furnished by the United States, 
United States or William Butler. The presump- } and given to the petitioner while colonel in the 
tion is strong that this claim was presented to | United States’ army,and in the State of Pensyl- 
Pierce for settlement in 1787. It is certain it|yania; and the account between Colonel St. 
was presented to Howel the 6th November, 1787; | Clair and Captain Butler, as to money for recruit- 
that before the death of Major Butler, he gave ing men, in the first instance, ceased with the 
the receipt to Mr. Ross, upon which to bring a completion of that employment, which ended 
suit, about the year 1793, and, after Butler’s death, | after the army left Philadelphia for the North; 
applied to his executors; that he presented his | and on August 12th, 1776, Colonel St. Clair was 
petition to reimburse him this money in the year | eoinmissioned Brigadier General, and the money 
1803; that previous to this time, Ross had re- | advanced to Major Butler was on October 26th; 
turned the receipt of Butler, upon a belief that an | and it is presumed, unless the contrary appears, 
action would not lie against his executors for mo- | that General St. Clair’s elevation in rank changed 
ney advanced for public purposes; and that in | his relations as it respected the men commanded 
1809, the executrix of William Butler refused to by Major Butler, and that he had nothing to 
give the petitioner his books, containing his ac- | go with the regiment of which Butler wasa part, 
count With the petitioner ; that the memorialist only as it composed a part of his brigade. In- 
never could have presented his claim to any of dependent of these considerations, the existence 
the officers of the Government for liquidation | of the receipt of Major Butler, in the possession 
after the 23d of July, 1788; (see vol. 12, journals of the petitioner, furnishes strong and violent pre- 
of old Congress, page 77 ;) and the statute never | symption that the money mentioned in it has 
was suspended as to this class of claims; the sus- | never been paid, either by the Government or 
pension only applied to a prior resolution, respect- | Butler; if by the Government, the foundation of 
ing claims for military services which were bar- | the claim would have been required, and as the 


red after August, 1786; (see vol. 10, journals, | 


page 255;) and the act suspending the statute of | 
limitations, passed the 27th March, 1793, only as 
to claims for personal services; (see Laws, vol. 
2, pages 31, 32.) A paper purporting to bea state- | 
ment of accounts between General St. Clair and | 


i 


receipt was the basis of that claim, it must have 
been repaid; if Butler had ever satisfied this 
claim, he certainly would have taken in his re- 
ceipt. It would be a presumption, not warranted 
by law or reason, to suppose that the petitioner 
has ever been divested of this paper, and that he 


Major Butler in the handwriting of the petitioner; | has, in any way whatever, come to the improper 
the petitioner has satisfactorily explained how that | possession of the receipt again. The fact must be 
paper came to be in his own handwriting; but | taken as found, that he holds the receipt bona fide, 
that paper, if evidence in the case, would estab-| without its having ever been discharged. “The 
lish important facts in favor of General St. Clair. | committee need not say more, to show the im- 
It appears, by this document, that the money was propriety of blending this account of $1,800, 
advanced by General St. Clair, and that money | with oie accounts, between the petitioner and 
applied to the benefit of the United States and | William Butler, or with the United States; the 
balanced by money expended by Major Butler ‘item of $1,800, advanced at Ticonderoga, has 
in the recruiting service. So far from these facts | alone occupied the attention of the committee, 
absolving the Government from the payment of | and they think it would be improper to blend it 
this claim, they make the claim more obligatory | with other distinct inquiries, not embraced by 
upon the United States, as the money was ad-/the.claim. They are satisfied that the petitioner 
vanced at a most perilous and interesting moment, | advanced the money ; that it was applied to the 
and gives the claim the most meritorious marks ; | benefit of the United States; that he has used 
nor can there be any presumption that this money | reasonable diligence to have said claim settled ; 
had been previously paid to General St. Clair by | and that the said sum has never been paid by the 
the Paymaster General or any of the officers or | United States or Major Butler to the petitioner ; 
agents of the Government, but the presumption | and if it appears upon the Treasury books, or books 
is very strong the other way, that it was not ad- | of the War Office, that General St. Clair is in- 
vanced to him by the agents of the United | debted to the United States, it cannot invalidate 
States: first, because he had then received the | his claim; in this case it could only go as an 
commission of General, and did not stand in such | offset forso much. But this inquiry is not before 
a relation to Major Butler, as to suppose with | the committee; there is a remedy for the case of 
him the deposite of money was made for the use | public debtors. This claim being barred by the 


of Major Butler: second, the time and place of | 
making the advance in the North, proves, with 
| other facts, that Major Butler had finished the 
recruiting service in the formation of his com- 
| pany while captain and in Pennsylvania, and 
that the recruiting the men to enlist as a perma- 


statute, the committee, as in other cases, feel bound 
to recommend the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner 
ought not to be granted. 
[Nore.—The papers referred to in this report 
are not now to be found.] 
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EMBARGO. 


[Communicated tothe House, May 25, 1809.] 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
May 23, 1809. 

Sir: The act laying an embargo, passed on the 
22d of December, 1807, has, in conformity with 
the expressions used in the twelfth section of the 
non-intercourse act, been considered as still in 
force, so far as related to foreign vessels. Such 
vessels have, therefore, been permitted to depart 
only in ballast, or with the cargo on board, when 
notified of the embargo. That construction of the 
law necessarily flowed from the expressions al- 
luded to, which limit the repeal of so much of the 
embargo acts as related to the departure of ves- 
sels, to vessels owned by citizens of the United 
States—expressions which would have been alto- 
gether inoperative, had a different construction 
been adopted. Nor was the Executive vested 
with any discretion to make a distinction in favor 
of vessels belonging to those nations with which 
commercial intercourse was permitted by the act, 
however consistent with the presumed intention 
of the Legislature such distinction might have 
been. 

Without dwelling on the inconveniences which 
have resulted, it is only necessary to add that the 
expressions used in the eleventh section of the 
non-intercourse act, by virtue of which the com- 
mercial intercourse with Great Britain will again 
be permitted after the 10th day of June, are such 
as certainly to repeal every restriction laid by the 
embargo laws on British vessels. It follows that, 
after that day, those vessels will, in the ports of 
the United States, be permitted to take on board 
cargoes, and to depart with the same for any per- 
mitted foreign port, while foreign vessels, belong- 
ing to the other nations with which commercial 
intercourse is permitted, will still be forbidden to 
depart with such cargoes on board. As it is pre- 
sumable that a bill intended to correct that defect 
would be altogether unobjectionable, and as there 
are now in the ports of the United States many 
foreign vessels belonging to friendly nations, 
which are detained only on that account, permit 
me respectfully to submit the propriety of acting 
immediately on the subject, and without wait- 
ing for a decision on the more complex modifi- 
cations of the non-intercourse act which the late 
change in our foreign relations may render ne- 
cessary. 

i have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Hon. Cuairnman, Committee of Commerce, §c. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO COLLECTORS. 


[Communicated to the House, Jan. 20, 1810.] 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
January 20, 1810. 


Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to the res- 
olution of the House of Representatives of the 


—————— 


8th instant, to transmit copies of the only genera, 
instructions to the collectors of customs, to bp 
found in the records of this department, relatiy, 
to refusing clearances to any private armed yes. 
sel of the United States. 

By the first, bearing date April 8, 1797, jt j, 
directed “that the sailing of armed vessels, hot 
bona fide destined to the East Indies, be restraine, 
until otherwise ordained by Congress.” Although 
no instructions of a prior date to that effect, ap- 
pear to have been given by the Treasury Depar. 
ment, it is understood that this regulation only 
confirmed what had been the previous genera| 
practice. And it hasever since been considere; 
as being in force, except when superseded for g 
time by the temporary instructions of March 2). 
1798, herewith transmitted, and during the cop. 
tinuance of the acts of Congress of June 25. 
1798, and March 3, 1805; the first of which ex. 
pired on the 3d of May, 1802, and the last on the 
21st of April, 1806. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Hon. Speaker of the House, §c. 





Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
April 8, 1797, 

Sir: The depredations, to which the commerce 
of the United States is at present exposed, have 
given rise to a question, which, being of general 
concern, is therefore made the subject of a circu- 
lar communication. 

The question is, whether it be lawful to arm 
the merchant vessels of the Unitéd States, for 


their protection and defence, while engaged in J 


regular commerce ? 

it is answered, that no doubt is entertained, 
that defence, by means of military force, against 
mere pirates and sea-rovers, is lawful; the arm- 
ing apron bona fide engaged in trade to the 
East Indies. is, therefore, on account of the dan- 
ger from pirates, to be permitted as heretofore; 
but, as the arming of vessels destined for Euro- 
pean or West India commerce raises a presump- 
tion, that it is done with hostile intentions 
against some one of the belligerent nations, and 
may cover collusive practices, inconsistent with 
the act of Congress of June, 1794, unless guarded 
by provisions more effectual than have been hith- 
erto established ; it is directed that the sailing of 
armed vessels, not bona fide destined to the Eas! 
Indies, be restrained until otherwise ordained by 
Congress. 

Information has been received that some ves- 
sels are arming by strangers, for the purpose ol 
capturing the vessels of the United States. The 
utmost vigilance, on the part of the collectors, (0 
prevent the progress of this evil, is enjoined. 
Where there is reasonable ground to believe thal 
vessels are equipped for the purpose of being eu- 


ployed against the commerce of this country,they [ 


are to be arrested, and the circumstances stated (0 
this department. Iam, &c. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT. 


To the Cotiector of the Customs of —. 
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Instructions to Collectors. 





Treasury DepaRTMENT, 
March 21, 1798. 


Sir: It has been determined by the President 


| of the United States, that, under present circum- 
' stances, it has become necessary to modify the 


instructions issued from this department, on the 
gth of April, 1797, in such manner as no longer 
to restrain vessels of the United States from sail- 
ing in an armed condition, when destined to be 
employed in a regular and lawful commerce. 

But though you are to consider the general 
prohibition as no longer remaining in force, it is 
the express command of the President, that you 
seize and detain all vessels respecting which 
there may exist reasonable ground of suspi- 
cion, that they are intended to be employed 
contrary to law, and particularly to the act of 
Congress passed on the 5th day of June, 1794, 
entitled “An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States,” or the act passed the 14th day of June, 
1797, entitled “An act to prevent citizens of the 
United States from privateering against nations 
inamity with, or against citizens of the United 
States.” 

You will also consider it to be your duty to 
prevent evasions of the act passed on the 14th 
day of June, 1797, entitled “An act prohibiting 
fora limited time the exportation of arms and 
ammunition, and for encouraging the importa- 
tion thereof ;” by confining the quantities of the 
said articles which may be returned as constitut- 
ing the equipment of any vessel within reason- 
able limits. 

A confident reliance is entertained that all your 
proceedings under these instructions, will be 
marked with decision and impartiality. 

lam, &c. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT. 


To the CoLtecTor of the Customs of ——. 


[Communicated to the Senate, Feb. 23, 1810.] 


| Tothe Senate of the United States : 


I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, complying with their reso- 


JAMES MADISON. 


Fesruary 22, 1810. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
February 22, 1810. 


_ In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of 


the 16th instant, the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry respectfully reports to the President of the 
United States: 


That exports to, and imports from, the ports of 


, France have not been, nor are now, permitted, in 
the act “to interdict the commercial int»rcourse 


between the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes,” 


That exports to, and imports from, the ports of 
Great Britain were, in conformity with the proc- 
lamation of the President of the 19th day of 
April, 1809, announcing that the British Orders 
in Council would be withdrawn on the 10th ~ 
of June ensuing, permitted from the said 10t 
day of June and until the 9th day of August 
ensuing. 

That the President having, by his proclama- 
tion of the 9th day of August, 1809, announced 
that the British Orders in Council were not 
withdrawn on the 10th day of June preceding, 
and, consequently, that the trade renewable on 
the event of the said orders being withdrawn, 
was to be considered as under the operation of 
the several acts by which such trade was sus- 
pended, information thereof was immediately 
transmitted to the several collectors, by a circu- 
lar, dated, also, “ August 9th, 1809,” a copy of 
which is herewith transmitted, and also of a post- 
script directed to the collectors on the Lakes. 

That the collectors were informed, by that cir- 
cular, (which has already been laid by the Pres- 
ident before Congress, at the opening of the 
present session,) that the act above-mentioned 
was, in every respect, applicable to Great Britain 
and her dependencies; but, that the President 
had also directed a suspension of seizures and 
prosecutions in certain cases, arising from acts 
which would, in conformity with his proclama- 
tion of the 19th day of April preceding, have 
been considered as lawful; and that, in such 
cases, the vessels and cargoes might be admitted 
to entry. 

That no other instructions but those contained 
in the said circular, have been given on that sub- 
ject to the collectors; and that, if any collector 
has knowingly admitted to an entry goods the 
growth and manufacture of Great Britain or 
France, in any other case but those enumerated 
in the circular above-mentioned, such act is un- 
known to this department, and would be consid- 
ed as ahigh breach of duty. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


The Presipent of the United States. 


CIRCULAR. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
August 9, 1809. 

Sir: You will herewith receive the copy of a 
proclamation of the President of the United 
States, announcing that certain British Orders 
in Council were not withdrawn on the 10th day 
of June last, and, consequently, that the trade, 
renewable on the event of the said orders being 
withdrawn, is to be considered as under the ope- 
ration of the several acts by which such trade 
was suspended. 

The act “to amend and continue in force cer- 
tain parts of the act, entitled ‘An act to interdict 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes,” passed on 
the 28th day of June, is, therefore, in every re- 











spect, applicable to Great Britain and her de- 
pendencies, as well as to France and her depend- 
encies; anything in my circular of 20th June 
last, to the contrary, notwithstanding. 

It results that, from the receipt of this, you 
must, in every instance, except as hereinafter ex- 
pressed, refuse clearances for British ports, re- 
quiring, as usual, bonds from all vessels bound to 
permitted ports, in the manner provided by the 
third section of the act above-mentioned. But, 
as many British vessels have, or may, come into 
the ports of the United States, in consequence of 
the President’s proclamation of the 19th day of 
April last, he directs that you will permit such 
British vessels to depart, without giving bond, 
either in ballast or with the cargo on board, when 
notified of the enclosed proclamation: it being, 
however, understood that this indulgence shall 
not be extended to any other vessels than such 
as are now in the ports of the United States, or 
such as may hereafter arrive, having sailed from 
a foreign port before information of the enclosed 
proclamation shall have been received ai such 
port. 


The President also directs, that, until a decis- 
ion from Congress on that unexpected point 
shall have been obtained. or, until otherwise in- 
structed, seizures or prosecutions for supposed 
contraventions of either the above-mentioned act, 
or of the non-intercourse act of 1st March last, 
arising from acts which would, in conformity 
with his proclamation of the 19th of April last, 
have been considered as lawful, shall be suspend- 
ed in the following cases, viz: 

1. All vessels which have entered a British 
port, since the 10th of June last, or which may 
hereafter enter such port, having sailed for the 
same before information of the enclosed procla- 
mation had been received at the port of depart- 
ure, so far as relates to any forfeiture or penalty 
which may accrue or have accrued by reason of 
their having thus entered a British port. 


2. All vessels which have arrived, either from 
British ports or with British merchandise, in the 
United States, subsequent to the 10th of June 
last ; and also all vessels which may hereafter 
thus arrive, having sailed for the United States 
before information of the enclosed proclamation 
shall have been received at the port of departure, 
so far as relates to any forfeiture or penalty ac- 
cruing from having arrived or arriving in the 
United States from British ports, or with British 
merchandise. 

3. All vessels, now owned by citizens of the 
United States, and sailing under the American 
flag, which, being in a foreign port at the time 
when the enclosed proclamation will be made 
known at such port, shall, with all due diligence, 
depart therefrom, and return without delay to the 
United States, so far as relates to any forfeiture 
or penalty accruing from their arriving in the 
United States from British ports or with British 
merchandise. 

In the above-mentioned cases of vessels arriv- 
ing in the United States, and which are, for the 
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present, exempted from seizure, the vessels apj 
cargoes may be admitted to entry. 

he time when the enclosed proclamatio, 
shall have been known at the ports of departure 
respectively, must be ascertained by the bes, 
means in your power, and you may refer douyby. 
ful cases to this department. 

Application may, of course, still be made, jy 
all cases, for an absolute remission of the forfeit. 
ure and penalties, in the manner provided for by 
law ; the instruction herein given to abstain from 
prosecutions and seizures in the abovementione; 
cases, being only intended to prevent the expen. 
ses and inconvenience to which the parties cop. 
cerned would otherwise be exposed. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Cot.ecror of —— 


Postscript to the Collectors onthe Lakes.—Y oy 
will observe that exportation to the British terri. 
tories is not forbidden, by land, nor in any other 
manner than ships or vessels, as will appear by 
the third section of the act of 28th of June last, 
and according to the spirit of the instructions of 
the President, all merchandise which had left 
Montreal, or any other port in Canada, for the 
United States, before the enclosed proclamation 
was known at such port, is admissible to entry, 
and will vot, for the present, be liable to seizure 
or subject the parties concerned to prosecution. 

A.G. 


NATURALIZED SEAMEN REGISTERED. 


[Communicated to the House, March 10, 1810.| 


DepaRTMENT OF State, 
March 5, 1810. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your let: 
ter of the 26th ultimo, requesting “a statement 
of the whole number of persons born in foreign 
countries, and legally admitted citizens of the 
United States, by naturalization, and who have 
been registered as American seamen, and returned 
as such to the Department of State, according 
the list transmitted by the collectors of the cus- 
toms, in pursuance of the law relative to the re- 
lief and protection of American seamen.” 

In reply to this letter, I beg leave to refer to the 
report made by the Secretary of State to the 
House of Representatives on the 2d of February, 
1809, in which it will be seen, that the whole 
number of naturalized citizens then returned 0 
this department, as registered seamen, was 44°: 
and to add, that it appears from the returns fo! 
the year 1809, that 128 naturalized citizens were 
during that year, registered as American seame? 
and so returned to this department. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
R. SMITH. 


Hon. Tuomas Newron, 
Chairman Committee of Commerce, §¢. 


[é 


S1 
date, 
Ist 
friga 
ton, 
cisio 
ough 
ing. 
or . 
direc 
porte 
been 
days 
owe 
Pils 
time 
recel 
lette 
2d 
each 
six 0 
in 0} 
now 
adva 
and 
mea: 
ally: 
pay 


For : 


In 
com 
ann 
frig 
a pa 
den’ 
carr 


thot 
cen! 
doll 
twe 
one 
The 
ty 
act 
hur 
the 
pai 
exp 
ing 
to | 
ser’ 
tho 
ex} 
nip 
car 
eos 


2396 


Is and 


lation 
irture. 
B best 
loubt. 


de, in 
orfeit. 
for by 

from 
ioned 
Xpen- 
$ COn- 


IN. 


-You 
terri- 
other 

ar by 

e last, 
Ns of 

d left 

yr the 

ation 
entry, 
izure 

On. 

G, 


10, 


ir let: 
‘ment 
reign 
f the 
have 
urned 
ng to 
> CUS: 
ne re- 


to the 
o the 
ary, 
whole 
ed to 
449: 
ns for 
were 
imed 


‘HL 
$c. 


APPENDIX. 


REPAIRING FRIGATES, &c. 


[Communicated to the House, June 12, 1809.} 


Navy Department, June 9, 1809. 
Sin: [have received your letter of yesterday’s 
date, and. in reply, have the honor to state: 
ist. That the cost of repairing each of the 
frigates now lying at the navy yard, Washing- 
ton, cannot be estimated with any degree of pre- 
cision, until each frigate. shall have been thor- 
oughly examined in her hull, masts, spars, rig- 
ging, sails, water casks, &c., and the precise state 
of each particular ascertained. I some time since 
directed such examination to be made, and re- 
ported to me, but this has as yet only partially 
been done; and being apirene sere that some 
days may oon before I shall have it in my 
power to afford satisfactory information upon 
this subject, I have supposed that, in the mean- 
time, it would be agreeable to the committee to 
receive information upon the other points of your 
letter, and therefore proceed to state: 
2dly. That the difference between keeping 
each of the public armed vessels in service, for 
six months, from this time, and laying them up 
in ordinary immediately, circumstanced as they 
now are, their crews being generally in debt for 
advances of money and clothes made to them, 
and their supplies of provisions, and, in a great 
measure, all their other supplies being now actu- 
ally on board, would be from three to four months’ 
pay of their respective crews; that is— 
For a 44-gun frigate, about : - $17,000 
36 do do - - - 15,000 
32 do do - - - 12,000 
16-gun brig - - - - 7,000 
14-gun schooner - - - 5,000 
In replying to your third query, requiring “a 
comparative statement of the building and the 
annual expense of maintaining a gun on board a 
frigate and a gunboat,” it is necessary to suppose 
a particular case. I will take the frigate Presi- 
dent, mounting fifty-six guns; forty-two pound 
carronades, and twenty-four pound long cannon. 
This frigate cost two hundred and twenty 
thousand nine hundred and ten dollars and eight 
cents, say, two hundred and twenty-one thousand 
dollars. A gunboat, carrying two guns, will cost 
twelve thousaad dollars. A gunboat, carrying 
one gun, will cost about nine thousand dollars. 
The frigate will require four hundred and twen- 
ty men to man her, and can be maintained, in 
actuai service, at an annual expense less than one 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars, including 
the pay of officers and seamen, provisions, re- 
pairs, medicine, contingencies, and every other 
expense of every description. A gunboat, mount- 
ing one or two guns, will require forty-five men 
to man her, and cannot be maintained in actual 
service, at an annual expense less than eleven 
thousand seven hundred dollars, including every 
expense. It hence results that the building of 
nineteen gunboats, each carrying two guns, and 
carrying thirty-eight guns in the whole, would 
cost more than the building of a frigate mounting 
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fifty-six guns ; that the number of men required 
fora frigate mounting fifty-six guns, would not 
be sufficient to man ten gunboats carrying, in the 
one case, twenty guns, in the other case, ten 
guns; that, to fight fifty-six guns, on board of 
twenty-eight gunboats, would require twelve 
hundred and sixty men; and to fight them, dis- 
persed in fifty-six gunboats, would require two 
thousand five hundred and twenty men; and 
that two thousand five hundred and twenty men 
employed on board of frigates, mounting each 
fifty-six guns, and each requiring four hundred 
and twenty men, can fight three hundred and 
thirty-six guns, consisting of forty-two pound 
carronades, and twenty-four pound long cannon. 

With respect to the expense per gun, it ap- 
pears that fifty-six guns, mounted on board of a 
frigate, can be maintained at an annual expense 
of less than one hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars; that the annual expense per gun, on 
board of a gunboat carrying two guns, will be 
five thousand eight hundred and fifty; and on 
board of a gunboat carrying one gun, eleven 
thousand seven hundred per annum; that the 
difference between the annual expense of fight- 
ing fifty-six guns on board of a frigate, and twen- 
ty-eight gunboats, carrying fifty-six guns, is two 
hundred and seven thousand six hundred dollars; 
and that the difference in the annual expense of 
fighting fifty-six guns on board of a frigate, and 
fifty-six gunboats carrying each one gun, is five 
hundred and thirty-five thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

The annual expense of keeping the gunboats 
(other than those now in service, and those yet 
on the stocks) in ordinary, would be about sixty- 
four thousand dollars. 

As to the saving already made by laying up 
these boats in ordinary, it is impossible at this 
time precisely to ascertain it, as the department 
is not informed of the day on which each boat 
was laid up. I can only, at this time, forma 
conjecture as to the amount, which is supposed 
to be equal to one month’s pay of the crews dis- 
charged ; that is, about eighteen thousand dol- 
lars. 

Lam, with great respect, &c. 

PAUL HAMILTON. 

Ricwarp Corts, Esq., Chairman, &c. 


NAVY HOSPITALS. 


{Communicated to the House, February 26, 1810.] 


Mr. Bassert, from the Committee on the Na- 
val Establishment, made the following report: 

That their attention had been called by the 
Secretary to navy hospitals. To his memoranda, 
herewith presented, they beg to refer. It remains 
for your committee to state their conviction of 
the propriety of the Secretary’s suggestions, and 
to congratulate the House that the opportunity 
is offered to ameliorate greatly the situation of a 
meritorious portion of citizens, without recurring 
to the public treasury. Of all classes of society 
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Navy Hospitals. 


seamen require most the paternal foresight of 
Government. Habit, which tyrannizes over man 
in every situation, makes the sailor ever regard- 
less of to-morrow ; like the infant, he requires a 
guardian, or old age brings with it miserable pov- 
erty. On this principle, our Government, as well 
as others, have, from seamen’s wages, raised a 
fund for marine hospitals, with guardian care set- 
ting apart a portion of the earnings of health for 
a support in sickness and decrepitude. The ob- 
ject is to give this principle a more operative di- 
rection, and not to deviate from it in the slightest 
degree. The sailor alone shall be able to exult 
in the comfortable asylum prepared for his aged 
and enfeebled brother, whilst the farmer, himself 
pressed by the hard hand of poverty, may view 
with complacency the comfort of otHers, which 
cost not an additional stroke of his hoe or his axe. 
The committee recommend the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the twenty cents per month 
deducted by law, from the pay of the officers and 
seamen of the Navy, together with such sums as 
may be due or become due to deserters, shall be 
made a fund for building and supporting navy 
hospitals, to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Navy and others, as Com- 
missioners of said fund. 

Resolved, Tuat all fines imposed on officers, 
seamen, and marines, shall accrue in aid of the 
hospital fund, and that one ration shall be allowed 
the hospital for every person admitted, to be de- 
ducted from their accounts on settlements, and 
when any one shall be received into the hospital, 
who shall be entitled to a pension, such pension 
shall be paid to the hospital during his continu- 
ance therein. 

Resolved, That the unexpended balance in the 
hands of the Treasurer, of the twenty cents here- 
tofore deducted from the pay of the officers and 
seamen of the Navy, shall accrue to the navy 
hospital fund. 





Navy Department, Feb. 22, 1810. 


Sir: Availing myself of the latitude allowed 
me by the honorable committee of which you are 
the chairman, I submit for consideration the fol- 
lowing observations and notes relative to pensions 
and hospitals: 

Ist. As it respects the pensions of seamen and 
marines, 

By the eighth section of the act for the better 
government of the Navy, it is provided that the 
pensions shall in no case exceed one half the 
monthly pay. 

The power of regulating the pay of seamen 
and marines is vested in the President of the Uni- 
ted States; that of seamen has been granted ac- 
cording to circumstances, depending principally 
on the wages given in the merchant service. 
Hence, in the years 1798, 1799, 1800, and 1801, 
their pay was $17 per month. In the years 1802, 
and 1803, it was $14; afterwards $10, and is now 
$12 per month. The pay of the marine was 


early fixed at $6 per month, and has undergone 
no change. 

Soldiers in the land service may receive a pen. 
sion of $5 per month. 

Hence, it is obvious that, under present laws. 

reat inequality exists with respect to pensions. 

he same descriptions may at one time receive 
$8 50 per month, at another $7, at another $6, a 
another $5 per month. 

The most valuable seamen, however crippled in 
the public service, could not now receive a pep. 
sion exceeding $6 per month; and in the year 
1800, or 1801, an inferior seaman, sustaining |ess 
disability, might have received $8 50 per month, 
Cases of this kind, indeed, are now to be found 
upon the pension roll. It appears, too, that the 
pension provided for the marine is two-fifths less 
than that provided for the soldier in the land ser- 
vice. This distinction between the marine and 
the soldier is certainly not founded in any prio- 
ciple of justice. Its existence, it is presumed, has 
escaped the attention of Congress, otherwise it 
would not have been suffered so long to the pre- 
judice of the marine. 

A strong dissuasive to the continuance of this 
distinction arises out of the fact that the pension 
of the marine is paid out of a fund which his en- 
terprise contributed to raise, whereas, to pay the 
pension of the soldier, Congress have to make 
annual appropriations of money out of the Trea- 
sury. 

o remove the existing pernicious inequality 
in the pensions of seamen of the same class, and 
sustaining similar disabilities, and to place the 
marine on an equality in this respect with the 
soldier, the eighth section of the act of 23d of 
April, 1800, a to be repealed, so far as respects 
the pensions of seamen and marines, and it ought 
to be declared by law that the pension of the able 
seaman, should not exceed ——dollars per month; 
that of the ordinary seaman, or boy, dollars; 
and that ofa non-commissioned officer, musician, 
or private, in the marine corps, $5 per month. 
Under such a law, the compensation for wounds 
sustained in the public service might be gradua- 
ted by the measure of disability incurred; and 
as the law ought to provide for the highest disa- 
bility that may be sustained, it is conceived that 
the blank for able seamen might be filled with 
$10, and that for ordinary seamen and boys with 
$6, without transcending the bounds of justice, or 
falling short of the dictates of humanity. Sureiy 
$10 per month would not be an extravagant com- 
pensation toa poor crippled sailor, deprived of 
the use of his limbs in his country’s service, and 
who, when not able to pursue his profession, is 
emphatically like a fish out of water, and is as 
utterly incapable of making any kind of provi- 
sion for his support, as the disabled soldier, who 
had never seen salt water, would be on board of 
ship. 

2dly. As it respects hospitals for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen. 

Asa fund for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 
men, the Secretary of the Navy is required to 
deduct from the pay of each officer, seaman, and 
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marine, belonging to the Navy, twenty cents per 
month, and to pay the same quarter-annually into 
the Treasury, to be applied under the direction of 
the President of the United States. The amount 
thus deducted and paid into the Treasury is $55.- 
649 29, and there is a considerable sum deducted, 
but not yet paid into the Treasury; and yet no 
navy ofhicer has, and but very few of the navy 


seamen have, received any benefit from it. 


By law the like deduction of twenty cents per 
month is made from the pay of each seaman in 


' the merchant service, and the whole fund thus 
raised is applicable. indiscriminately to the relief 
| of officers, seamen, and marines, of the Navy, 
and the seamen of the country generally. The 
' inconveniences and embarrassments which arise 
' from the placing of persons engaged under mili- 
_ tary law in the public service, in hospitals where 
' nosuch law exists, have escaped the attention of 


Congress. In the few cases which have occurred 
of navy seamen being sent to such hospitals, ex- 
perience has proved that the commanding officers 
of the ships from which they were sent, could 
never get returns made to them, and that, on an 
average, three out of five have deserted as soon as 
they gotin a convalescent state. Hence the pro- 
priety of having distinct establishments for the 
relief of sick officers, seamen, and marines, of the 
Navy. Let the fund drawn from the seamen in 
the merchant service be appropriated for the re- 
lief of seamen in that service; and let the fund 


| deducted from the pay of the officers, &c. of the 


_ Navy, be appropriate 
' such a law existed, and the supplementary pro- 


exclusively for them. If 


visions hereafter suggested were authorized by 
law, there might be, in a very short time, six ca- 


- pacious hospitals established. in which all the 
_ sick of every description of the Navy might be 


comfortably nursed; all the wives of seamen 
- killed in action might be supported ; all the chil- 


dren supported and educated, and young men just 


_ entering the service as midshipmen might acquire 


| theinvaluable knowledge of the theory of navi- 


_ gation, lunar observations, and naval tactics, with- 
| out costing the public a single cent. 


If doubts 


| should be entertained as to the capacity of the 
» means to accomplish these important and highly 


- interesting objects, they may easily be removed 


_ by actual demonstration. 


In addition to the twenty cents per month, let 


_ fundsbe raised from such of the followiag sources 
as may be thought most advisable, or, to complete 


the goodly work at once, let the whole of them 
be added to the fund. 
ist. Let Congress declare, by law, that all the 


| balances due to deserters from the service should 
_ be forfeited, and thus applied. 


2d. That the balances due to seamen dying in 


_ the service, should be invested in funds, and the 


interest thus applied, until such balances should 


_ be called for by either the wives, childrea, or 


| known legal representatives of the deceased. 


3d. Let the disabled person entitled to a pen- 


_ sion make his election between going into a hos- 
_ pital for-life, or receiving the pension allowed 
him by law. If he preferred going into a hospi- 
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tal for life, which many would do, thea his pen- 

sion to be applied towards the support of the hos- 
ital 

$ 4th. Let the balance at this time, or the unap- 

plied amount of the money raised by epconin 

twenty cents per month from the pay of the offi- 

cers, &c. of the Navy, be thus applied. 

5th. Let Congress add to the twenty cents 
which, by the act of 2d March, 1799, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy is required to deduct from the 
pay of the officers, seamen, and marines, of the 
Navy; instead of twenty cents, fifty might be de- 
ducted. This of itself would produce one hun- 
dred and fifty per cent. upon the amount now 
deducted. The officers, seamen, and marines 
would, it is confidently believed, cheerfully con- 
sent to a deduction of one dollar per month from 
their pay, if they knew that the amount was to 
be applied exclusively to their benefit. 

6th. Let the rations of the seamen or marine, 
and one of the rations of each officer, while in - 
the hospital, be deducted and thus applied.* 

7th. Let all mulets of pay by sentence of courts 
martial, and all stoppages of grog for minor offen- 
ces, be thus applied. 

Sth. Let ten or fifteen per cent. on slop cloth- 
ing furnished the seamen, be thus applied. At 
this time, the sailor on board ship is furnished 
with slop clothing from twenty-five to thirty-three 
and a third per cent. less than he could get it at 
out of a slop shop, so that if ten per cent. on the 
present price were added, the seamen would still 
get the slop clothing from fifteen to twenty-three 
and a third per cent. less than he could buy it for 
out of a slop shop. Hence, he could not reason- 
ably complain at the making of the proposed ad- 
dition to the price, especially when he would re- 
flect that the amount thus to be produced was in- 
tended exclusively for his benefit and that of his 
brother seamen. 

In addition to these provisions, it will be recol- 
lected that many of the officers necessary for the 
hospitals might be seleeted from among those dis- 
abled in the service, who would gladly serve 
without any addition to their pensions, excepting 
merely their board, the cost of which, to the es- 
tablishment, would be very inconsiderable. There 
are now on the roll of pensioners, one captain of 
the Navy, one lieutenant, one surgeon, one sur- 








*The ration would of itself be sufficient to defray 
the expenses of every description of provisions, wines, 
liquors, &c. required for the sick in hospitals, under 
proper regulations. The experiment has been fairly 
tried in a small hospital at New York, under the care 
of Doctor Samuel R. Marshall, a surgeon in the Navy 
of the United States. The following is the result of 
that experiment : 

For three months, one ration per day for each man sick 
in the hospital, at twenty cents, amounted 


to . - - - - . - $628 20 
The expense of every description of provi- 

sions, &c. including pot herbs, soap, and 

candles, was - - - : - 301 57} 


a 


Leaving a balance in favor of hospital, of $326 623 
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geon’s mate, and anumber of boatswains, gunners, | present system originate in the laws. By th, 


sailmakers, sergeants of marines, cooks. &c. 

Further, itis presumed that in or near the navy 
yards would be the most suitable places for the 
erection of hospitals. In thatease, the command- 
ants of the yards might be governors ex-oflicio 
of the hospitals, without any additional pay what- 
ever. With them the Secretary of the Navy 
would hold his correspondence upon all subjects 
in relation to the hospitals. 

The wives of seamen, killed in the service, 
would make nurses and attendants on the sick; 
do all the necessary sewing, washing, &c., and 
their children might, with the pensioners and 
convalescents, work the gardens. 

The persons having the immediate charge of 
the hospitals ought to be acquainted with navi- 
gation, &c. and have the qualifications of teach- 
ers; so that the children of seamen, killed in the 
service, might, when not at work in the gardens, 
be taught reading, writing, and ciphering; ard 
young men, just entering the service as midship- 
men, might be sent to the hospitals to be taught 
navigation, &c. 

If deemed expedient, eight or ten dollars per 
month might be deducted from the pay of mid- 
shipmen, while studying navigation in the hospi- 
tals, and the amount might Be applied towards 
paying the teacher, or if more than sufficient for 
that, towards defraying the general expenses of 
the hospitals. This, indeed, would be learning 
them this valuable knowledge, at less expense 
than they could possibly acquire it in any other 
way. ‘To me it appears very clear, that the ef- 
fects of such institutions, under proper regula- 
tions, would be happy indeed. The wretched 
sailor, covered with wounds received in the ser- 
vice of his country, might be saved the debasing 
employment of beggary; the woman widowed, 
the child orphaned, in the gallant achievements 
of the husband and father, might be rescued from 
wretchedness, probably disgrace. A body of men 
devoted from gratitude to the service of their 
country would here be raised up; the benefits or 
education would be extended; acompetition to be 
admitted into the public service would be excited; 
and the brave would be encouraged and stimula- 
ted, without costing the public one additional 
cent. Respectfully submitted by 

PAUL HAMILTON. 

Hon. Burwe tt Bassett, 

Chairman Naval Committee. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


[Communicated to the Senate, March 12, 1810.] 


War Department, Jan. 1, 1810. 

Sir: The inconveniences and embarrassments 
to the service, together with the neglect and loss 
of property, arising from the irregular and un- 
precedented manner in which the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department is conducted, render it my duty 
to suggest the propriety of some further legal 
provision on the subject. The defects of the 


aw fixing the Military Peace Establishmep, 
provision is made for the appointment of thre, 
military agents, and as many assistant military 
agents, not exceeding one to each military pos; 
as the President shall deem expedient. Th, 
law authorizing an additional military force 
provides for two brigade and eight regimenta| 
quartermasters. The military agents and assis. 
ant military agents are appointed by the Pres). 
dent. The brigade quartermasters by the briga. 
diers, and the regimental quartermasters by th 
colonels of regiments. 

The result of this organization is, that the as. 
sistant military agents, who ought to account for 
and make returns to, the military agents, of a|| 
property delivered to them, are not held bya 
proper responsibility, the military agents having 
no power or influence in their appointment, no; 
authority to call them to account for mal-prac- 
tices or neglect of duty.. The brigade and regi. 
mental quartermasters are as little under their 
control. 

It will also be perceived that no provision is 
made for the appointment of an officer whose 
duty it should be to have charge of, and be re. 
sponsible for the property appertaining to that 
department, to regulate and superintend the dis- 
tribution of all supplies, and to whom all subor- 
dinate officers should be accountable. 

In want of such an officer, the Secretary of 
War has been obliged to perform the duties o/ 
Quartermaster General. Under the Military 
Peace Establishment, those duties were labor- 
ous. Since raising the additional military force, 
they have necessarily increased, until it ts sug- 
gested by experience that, if they were compat- 
ble with other duties required of him, the Secre- 
tary of War cannot continue to discharge them, 
either satisfactorily to himself, or with justice 
the public. 

It is therefore respectfully suggested, that 
the President be authorized by law to appointa 
Quartermaster General, with rank in the Army 
not exceeding the rank of ——, with pay and 
emoluments not exceeding those of ——. 

An assistant quartermaster general, to be takeu 
from the line of captains, whose compensation 
shall not exceed one half his monthly pay ané 
emoluments. 

As many deputy quartermasters general, no! 
exceeding four, as the service may require. 

If taken from the line, their compensation no! 
to exceed one half their monthly pay and emo 
luments; if not of the line, not to exceed the 
present compensation of the military agents. 

As many assistant deputy qurtermasters, 00! 
exceeding one to each military post, as the ser- 
vice may require, to be taken from the line, and 
allowed eight dollars per month, (as provided 
by law for the present assistant military agents.) 

Under this arrangement the deputy quarter- 
ee would perform the duties at pre- 
sent performed by the military agents: the assis\- 
ant deputy quartermasters, those performed by 
the assistant military agents. Their compensa 
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tion being the same, the additional expense to be 
incurred will consist principally in the pay and 
emoluments of the Quartermaster General, with 
the incidental expenses of his office, and in one 
additional deputy quartermaster general, if the 
service should require his appointment. 

In time of peace, the proposed system being 
less complicated, and possessing a more regular 
and rigid accountability, would be far less ex- 
pensive in its consequences: at the same time 
that it wou!d instruct the officers in a branch of 
service acknowledged by military men to be of 
the first importance. 

To meet a state of war without such an estab- 
lishment, which has been justly denominated 
the right hand of an army, would be to disregard 
the practice and experience of our own and every 
other nation, and expose to hazard and defeat 
every military operation. 

With respectful consideration, your obedient 
servant. W. EUSTIS. 

Hon W. B. Gites, Chairman. 


CommiTree Cuameer, Jan. 13, 1810. 
Sir: In obedience to the instructions of the 
committee of the Senate, to whom was referred 
the Message of the President of the United States 
of the 3d instant, I now have the honor of request- 


| ing you to submita plan to the committee for 


establishing a general staff. or quartermaster’s de- 
partment, for the Army of the United States. I 
am also instructed to intimate to you, sir, that it 
would be agreeable to the committee to have the 
plan as much in detail as your convenience will 
permit, 

Ihave it also in charge from the committee, 
to ask of you a statement of military munitions, 
which may be required by the present exigen- 
cies of the country ; together with an estimate of 
the sum of money which may be necessary for 
providing the same. 

Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my 
high consideration. &c. 

WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 

Hon, Wititam Eostis, Sec’ry of War. 


Wasuaineoron, Jan. 15, 1810. 

Sin: Your favor of the Ist instant, respecting 
the establishment of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment for the Army of the United States, ad- 
dressed to me, as chairman of the committee of 
the Senate, &c., was not put into my hands until 
late last evening. 

It is probable, if it had been sooner received, a 
part of my letter of the 13th instant, addressed to 
you in relation to that subject, might have been 
deemed unnecessary by the committee. 

Be pleased, sir, to accept, my respectful com- 
pliments, &c. WM. B. GILES. 

The Hon. Wituiam Eustis. 


War Department, Jan. 15, 1810. 


Sir: I take the liberty of submitting for peru- 
sal and consideration, the enclosed extracts from 
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the letters of Mr. William Linnard, (a faithful 
and indefatigable military agent,) which letters 
were accompanied with the names of several 
assistant military agents to whom he had made 
disbursements, and from whom he had not been 
able to procure satisfactory statements and set- 
tlements. 

They are among the evidences daily occur- 
ring which evince the necessity of a reformation 
in the quartermaster’s department. 

With respectful consideration, your obedient 


servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
Hon. W. B. Gites, Chairman, ¢c. 


Extract of a letter, from William Linnard, Military 
Agent, dated 


Puicapvevpaia, Sept. 15th, 1809. 


“With respect to instructing the assistant 
agents to forward requisitions and other evidence, 
to snow on what authority expenditures have 
been made, I beg leave to observe, that, when- 
ever I have had occasion to write to a newly ap- 
pointed agent, I have never failed to inform him 
such documents were indispensably necessary to 
accompany their vouchers; and although I have 
been very particular in those instructions, little 
or no regard has been paid to them; and, in fact, 
in some instances, where the commanding officer 
was assistant agent, they have ridiculed the idea 
as extremely absurd to make requisitions on 
themselves. I do believe it to be impracticable 
to obtain those documents in every instance, un- 
less the assistant agents were more stationary, 
and the principals clothed with more authority 
than they possess. I shall, however, not lose 
sight of the object, but continue to use my en- 
deavors to obtain them; and, if I fail, it ought 
not to add to my duties, already too much mul- 
tiplied.” 


Extract of a letter, from William Linnard, Military 
Agent, dated 


Paivapevpata, Dec. 7th, 1809. 


“ On receipt of your instructions relative to the 
accounts, I wrote circular letters to all the as- 
sistant agents, and in order to enforce your in- 
junctions, and that I might not be misunderstood, 
I enclosed copies of your instructions tome. To 
press the necessity of a particular attention to 
the vouchers, I introduced the following quota- 
tion from your letter: ‘ That, in all their dis- 
bursements, the authority of the commanding 
officer should accompany the voucher, particu- 
larly stating the object of the expenditure.’ 
Some of the assistant agents and officers have 
strangely construed those expressions to require 
the authority the commanding officer had to 
make the requisition; and instead of writing to 
me for an explanation, they have delayed their 
accounts until the commanding officer could 
write to the Secretary of War for his authority, 
or an explanation.” 
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Wasuincton City, Nov. 29th, 1809, 


Sir: On the eve of leaving the Army, (unless 
a prospect of active service should forbid it,) per- 
mit me to address you on the important neces- 
sity of the quartermaster’s department being re- 
stored, if it was only on the ground of economy : 
for, to that department belongs the care of all 
stores belonging to the Army. By the derange- 
ment of that department, were strict inquiry 
made, it would be found that more than one 
hundred thousand dollars have been lost, in the 
course of a few years, by the abolition of the 
quartermaster’s department, and the introduction 
of a system of military agency. Instances may 
be found of characters being employed as agents, 
perfectly ignorant of military affairs, and the 
great duties imposed on them, and at time 
unsupplied with the means necessary of per- 
formance. 

The Quartermaster General of an army is an 
officer of great importance, and should be of high 
rank, active, persevering, and experienced, per- 
fectly acquainted with the geographical situation 
and advantages of the country tn which an army 
is to act, so as always to draw his supplies at the 
least possible injury and expense. He is prima- 
rily charged with all the articles belonging to 
his department; on him requisitions are to be 
made. by the division quartermasters for such 
stores as may be required for their divisions; 
which stores are to be issued on the returns of the 
brigade quartermasters, and so to the regimental 
quartermasters, who are to make and deliver re- 
turns of all storeson hands and delivered once in 
three months, to the brigade quartermasters, who 
will consolidate and transmit them to the divi- 
sion quartermasters, who, in like manner, are to 
consclidate and transmit them to the quarter- 
master general, who will transmit them to the 
Secretary of War. Pursuing this principle it 
can always be ascertained in what division, bri- 
gade or regiment, there may be delinquency. 

You will please excuse the liberty I have ta- 
ken in addressing you on a subject of great im- 
portance to the Army, either on a peace or war 
establishment. The importance of this subject 
will perhaps be more fuily impressed by an ap- 
plication to military gentlemen who have ex- 
perienced the inadequacy of the present system 
to the general welfare of our country. 

Accept the assurances of my perfect esteem. 


A. PARKER, Col. 5th Infantry. 


War Department, Jan. 20, 1810. 

Str: In answer to your letter of the 13th in- 
stant, requesting “a statement of military muni- 
tions which may be required by the present exi- 
gencies of the country, with an estimate of the 
sums which may be necessary for providing the 
same.” I must ask the indulgence of the honora- 
ble committee in stating to them, that, as the 
sums already appropriated by law, for complet- 
ing the fortifications for the defence of the ports 
and harbors, which had been commenced or pro- 
jected, were deemed sufficient for the object, no 
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further appropriation on account of fortification, 
was proposed in the estimate of the present yea, 
But, in case of war, additional works will be re. 
quired. Their situation, nature, and extent, de. 
pending on the emergencies which may requir. 
them, cannot be ascertained. In many instances 
they will probably be of a temporary nature, an; 
constructed principally by the troops. 

The island of Rhode Island, from the peculiay. 
ity of its local situation, bordering on the oceay 
accessible at all seasons of the year, affording 
safe and commodivous harbor, fertile in itself 
commanding other islands, well stocked wit) 
provisions, and as a central station from which 
to harass the trade of the continent, offers to ap 
enemy advantages not combined in any other 
port, and requires additional means of defence. 

To meet the expenditure required at this and 
other places, it is therefore respectfully suggested 
that the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand 
‘dollars be appropriated on account of fortifica. 
tions. 
| For supplying the several works with addi- 

tional cannon, ammunition, and implements ; for 
mounting on travelling carriages, with proper 
equipments, a train of heavy ordnance, for the 
defence of such points or places as are not pro- 
tected by batteries; to mount and equip a train 
of field artillery ; to provide arsenals for the de- 
| posite of small arms and artillery, with labora 
| tories for preparing ammunition ; and for procur- 
ing additional supplies of sulphur and saltpetre 
and other articles in the ordnance department, 
the sum of five hundred thousand dollars will be 
| required. 

The purchase of knapsacks, cartridge boxes, 
belts, and other equipments for infantry and cay- 
alry, of tents and other articles in the quarter: 
master’s department, with suitable store-houses 
for their preservation, may be estimated at four 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The munitions embraced in the foregoing esti- 
mates are consideed as preparatory, requiring 
time to provide them, and admitting of such ex- 
tension and additions as exigencies may require. 

For future supplies of cannon, with their im- 
plements, of small arms and accoutrements, and 
of clothing, if suitable encouragement was givel, 
great reliance may be placed on the public and 
private armories, and on the foundries and mat- 
ufactories already in operation, the crude mate- 
| rials being the growth and produce of our owi 
country. 

Should the public exigencies render it neces- 
sary to call into actual service an additional mil- 
itary force, provision should be made in season 
for furnishing each non-commissioned officer ant 
private with clothing for one year. 

I have the honor to be, &c. W.EUSTIS. 

The Hon. W. B. Gites, Chairman. 


ed 

















War Department, Feb, 4, 1810. 
Sir: The precarious state of foreign commerce, 


together with other considerations equally im- 
portant, renders it extremely desirable that pro 
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vision should be made for clothing the Army of | lery, light infantry,and grenadiers, in some States, 
the United States from our own manufactures. | the Executive authority has supposed that the 

On the contracts for provisions made annually | act of Congress aforesaid authorized the forma- 
by this Department, and on other contracts re-| tion only of troops and companies; while in 
quiring a large capital, it has been customary to | other States, regiments and even brigades are 
make advances of money in order to enable the | formed, and the officers have been duly commis- 


— 


contractors to fulfil their engagements. sioned. 


An extension of this practice to supplies of | A question hence arises, whether the orders of 


- elothing would enable the purveyor to publish | such general and field officers would be obeyed 


| proposals and make his contracts in the same 
| manner as the proviston contracts are made. | tem had obtained. if they should be called into 
| From the encouragement which would thus be | service together. What has been the practice in 
| given to the several manufactories, a spirit of | this respect in your State? How are your dra- 
competition would be excited, improvements | goon and artillery corps formed; whether into 
| would be made in the works and in the several | troops and companies only, or into regiments and 


by officers from those States where no such sys- 


fabrics, and there can be no doubt that ample | brigades, and if into the latter, under the sanction 


_ supplies would be offered, on terms equally ad- | of what law? 


vantageous with those attending imported cloths, Would it not be advisable, for the sake of uni- 
while the necessity of having recourse to impor- | formity, either to authorize by law the formation 


tations in future would be finally removed. of regiments, especially of dragoons, or else to 


= © 


ject it will be necessary that the appropriation | troop to each regiment or brigade of infantry ? 


In order to insure success to this desirable ob- | reduce the regiments now formed and attach one 


or clothing should be made in the year preced-| In some States it has become a practice to ob- 


| ing that in which the clothing is to be delivered. | tain commissions, and resign them immediately, 


have thought the subject of sufficient im-/| only for the sake of being exempt from militia 


| portance to be communicated to the honorable | duty. What inconvenience would result from 


' committee of which you are chairman, limiting the shortest period of service to a com- 


And am, with respectful consideration, &c. missioned officer, (extraordinary cases excepted) 

W.EUSTIS. j|andif he should resign before the expiration of 

Hon. W. B. Gries, Chairman. that period, to be liable to be called into the ranks ? 
This is now the case in some States. 

What are the objections to embodying a corps, 

THE MILITIA. to be composed of all such able-bodied men as 

— have reached the age of forty-five, and under sixty, 

| 


[Communicated to the House, March 29, 1810.] | 2nd who are exempt from military duty, only by 

Mr. Cuay, from the committee to whom was | 28° under the present law, to be called the alarm 
referred so much of the Message of the President aaa gne a ac aren —— on 
as relates to the organization of the militia of the obi; a. eee weer me ne ed 
United States, reported “ That the committee, eee eee see Sere re ee ee h 
in considering the several subjects to them re- and, in case of invasion, or insurrection, to mare 


~~ é : with the militia ? 
ferred, are of opinion, that it would be improper, 
at this time, to innovate on the present system of It has been a favorite theme with the South 


ord tris » | ern members, to class the militia so as that the 
organization of the militia of the United States. burden of active duty; if needed, should fall’ on 
that portion of our citizens who are between 
twenty-one and twenty-five years of age. The 
Northern members have pretty uniformly opposed 
such an innovation upon our system. What ob- 
jections to sucha measure have occurred to your 
mind ? 
Would it be advisable for the General Gov- 


Wasuineton, December 18, 1809. 

Sir: The organization of the militia of the 
United States has long been deemed a subject 
of primary importance by those who have been 
conversant with public affairs. Various systems 
have been proposed and rejected, and, indeed, 
itis not an easy matter to make any regulation | ernment to attempt toarm the militia? and if so, 
which shall be adapted to the laws and the hab- | in what mode? whether by giving them arms, or 
its of the different States. Being a member of | to apportion them to the States, to be preserved 
the committee to whom was referred that part of | in magazines against time of need ? 
the President’s Message which relates to the or-| Is there anything, in the present mode of dis- 
ganization of the militia of the United States, I | cipline, which needs the interference of the Gen- 
take the liberty to inquire of you, what are the | eral Government? Would it be advisable to call 
prominent defects of the present system. The | out any portion of the militia yearly, to take the 
actof Congressunder which the militia are formed, | field ? and if so, on what principles should such 
was passed on the 8th of May, 1792, and must be | a system be adopted ? 
perfectly familiar to you. By conversing with | These, sir, are some of the prominent points 
gentlemen from different parts of the United on which, perhaps, some amendments may be 
States, I find that all the Governors have not | made to our present militia system. Other im- 
given that law the same construction: for in- | provements may undoubtedly have occurred to 
stance, in the formation of corps of horse artil- | your mind. Any reflections which you may 
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Militia of the 
please to bestow upon this subject, and any 
amendment which you may propose to our pres- 
ent system, if communicated to me, shall be sub- 
mitted to the committee who now have this sub- 
ject under consideration. 

T his letter will be enclosed to Governor Tread- 
well, that he may make any remarks, or commu- 
nicate such instructions to you, as he may deem 
necessary. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 

BENJ. TALLMADGE. 

General E. Hounrineron. 


Norwica, 5th January, 1810. 

Dear Sir: In answering your letter of the 
18th ultimo, which came to hand on the 29th, I 
find a task which, or opening and reading, I did 
not anticipate ;. but if, in the course of it, I shall 
give you one new idea worth preserving, I shall 
be more than satisfied. 

The subject-matter has frequently presented 
itself to my mind as attended with serious diffi- 
culty, as well as of great national importance; 
but, wae to the diversity of habits which are 
to be included, and probably in many respects, 
subdued, by a militia system pervading the Uni 
ted States, (withoutany knowledge of the respec- 
tive State systems to which the men have been 
accustomed,) I feel myself inadequate to form a 
plan which would be acceptable. Indeed I frankly 
own I have never seen any system proposed, in 
which I had confidence, nor dol believe any sys- 
tem, commensurate to the object, will ever be 
adopied by the Government, or, if adopted, be 
submitted to by the sovereign people. A man 
possessing so little confidence in militia to oppose 
regular troops, except for the moment, and on the 
spur of the occasion, and who absolutely knows, 
so fully as 1 do, the enormous waste and expense 
attending their every movement, is not capable 
of affording much aid in the completion of a 
militiasystem. Too much has already been done 
with the militia, if they are not to bea substitute 
for standing troops, and too little will always be 
done if they are madea substitute. The song 
which has been incessantly sung, ever since the 
Constitution was adopted, that the militia are 
the sure bulwark of our nation, the safe guardians 
of our liberties, is now in the mouth of every one, 
and he who doubts the truth of it is deemed a po- 
litical infidel ; yet, with all the odium attached, 
I acknowledge myself no convert to such a doc- 
trine. Let the Government proceed to regulate 
the militia to the utmost length their masters, the 
sovereign people, will bear—it will be just so far 
as to make them food for powder in the day of 
battle ; and death, or what is worse, loss of honor, 
must be expected by every officer of spirit con- 
nected with them. General Knox’s system (a 
copy of which he was pleased to send me) is the 
only system which I have seen, that can be con- 
sidered as possessing any efficiency. 

That system was rejected by the Government 
as being too expensive ; it was approaching the 
mark, but, in my opinion, short, and not altogether 
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correct in detail, Less energy than what tha 
system contained isa downright fraud on the pub. 
lic mind. You observe that all the Governors 
have not given the act of Congrsss of 1792 the 
same construction in the formation of cavalry 
&e. I reply that the act of 1792 was laid before 
the Legislature of this State, and a law passed to 
carry the same into effect, but some things to be 
effected, which the Legislature could not conye- 
niently do, were submitted to his Excellency 
Governor Huntington, the then chief magistrate, 
to execute: among those referred, was the ar. 
rangement of the cavalry, which then consisted, 
if I recollect, of twenty-nine companies or troops, 
unequally divided into five or six regiments. one 
regiment containing seven companies. His Ex- 
cellency the Governor, knowing that some of the 
troops had been raised under the immediate pat- 
ronage of particular officers, and whose limits 
were not recorded in the office of the Secretary 
of State, though the officers had been commis. 
sioned, and the companies recognised by the 
Government, deemed it expedient to call to his 
counsel the general officers throughout the State ; 
and when met, it was discovered that an unifor- 
mity of opinion did not prevail respecting retain- 
ing the cavalry in regiments. A majority of the 
gentlemen, however, considering the privileges 
which had been granted in raising the companies 
of cavalry, with the customs and usage ef being 
regimented, brought the corps within the letter 
and spirit of the 3d section, and of the last clause 
of the 10th section of the law of 1792, and re- 
commended that the cavalry should be formed 
into eight regiments, one of which to be attached 
to each brigade, and that his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor be requested to grant permission to raise 
three more companies to complete the eight re- 
giments to four troopseach. (The above detailed 
account I believe correct; I give it from recol- 
lection, and it is possible that, in some respects, 
my recollection may not have served me.) His 
Excellency, in conformity to such advice, did 
alter and new form the limits of the regiments 
of cavalry, did raise three more companies, and 
completed the eight regiments, and assigned them 
to the respective brigades of infantry. I cannot 
conceive that any collision can possibly arise re- 
specting rank in any one State, among the cavalry 
officers; for the commissionsissuing from the same 
source are of equal validity in the eyes of the offi- 
cers; but it is possible, if the before mentioned 
exposition of the law is not correct, that collisions 
may arise when portions of militia from different 
States are called into the field together. The 
power of forming artillery companies is, by law, 
placed under the direction of the Captain Gen- 
eral of this State; such companies as were in 
existence at the time of passing the act of 1792, 
with such as have been since raised, have been 
attached to the regiments of infantry from whence 
they enlisted. 
Whether it is advisable to have the cavalry 10 
regiments, or only in companies attached to in- 
faniry regiments, or what relative proportion 1s 
best, lcannot determine. The number of cav- 
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_alry which might be employed to advantage in — years of ag 
the Southern or Middle States, would, ina great | whether to pay an annual sum to the regimental 
degree, be useless in the New England States. | purse, rather than be subjected to do daty in the 
For a sudden irruption into an enemy’s country, | ranks, would be desirable. Ought not the aet of 
or ina retreat, cavalry have a decided superiority | Congressto define exempts from military duty,and 
over infantry, and if you could have them dis-| the States be permitted to add none to that number. 
_ ciplined and instructed in the duties of an artil-| exceptthe persons exempted be liable to an annual 
 lerist, they would become highly usefal to operate | composition in money, to be paid into the military 
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e, he might have his election, 


ee 


with the artillery ; but, under any general law | chest, for supplyiog the regiment with blank car- 


for the government of the militia, I cannot per- | tridges, colors, drums, fifes, &c., and for any use 
' suade myself that they could be useful but in| to which an expense now arises to the regiment. 


small numbers to clear a tract of country before| The experience which this State had of alarm 
an invading foe. | list companies, as they were called, during the 

In an army where you can provide magazines, | Revolutionary war, which were composed of 
you can have large bodies of cavalry, but, in case | those exempt from military duty in the common 
of invasion, infantry, principally, are more to be| militia companies, and, J think, under seventy 
relied on than large bodies of cavalry—they can- | years of age, has induced me to reject the idea 
not be supported. [think the officers,command-| of such men being embodied as soldiers; they 
ingin the higher grades in the cavalry, require | may be useful as men, with their families, and 
experience, and that experience which can be ob-| some few of them may be employed about an 
tained Only by serving with cavalry. Although army, but as soldiers they are not worth their 
you may frequently find an officer in the infantry, | rations. The sparsely settled state of our country, 


' who would command a body of cavalry with | even in Connecticut, throws obstacles in the way 


honor to himself, still I believe that you must | of classing the militia, which have much weight 


_ have your field officers used to, and familiar with, | in my mind; a great part of this State spreads 


the cavalry discipline, which is not expected from | the limits of a military company over an extended 
an infantry officer. In this place, | would sug-| district of nearly nine miles in circumference, to 
gest, that the enormous ‘expense of cavalry ought | obtain sixty-four, liable by law to do military 


' to have its influence to lessen its number. I am | duty, and many of the companies embrace a dis- 
decidedly of opinion, that one company of cavalry | trict of double that extent; which company, if 


toa brigade of infantry isa large proportion. If | brought into classes, would live so remote from 
the number of cavalry were diminished to one! a common centre, that the duties on ordinary 
company to a brigade of infantry, you might, | trainings would be an unreasonable tax on the 
with propriety, expect your men better mounted | men, as a large proportion of those liable to do 
and equipped and, in fact, be more efficient than | duty are of that class who neither own horses, 
alarger number. You might require the men to | nor are able to hire on such occasions. To avoid 
be of a certain size, of a certain age, and hold | that inconvenience you must have small com- 
themselves owners of the horses, which horses | panies, andthe whole worth of the company would 
should be inspected, accepted, and registered, and | be inadequate to furnish officers and non-commis- 
not borrowed, on a muster day, as, at present, is| sioned officers. If ever classing of the militia 
verycommon. The men might be enlisted under | should be thought essential, or a substitute must 
an express condition that they should always hold | be found, [ should prefer that every battalion 
themselves liable to march, completely equipped | should be obliged to have its flank company kept 
and mounted, on the earliest notice. You well | full, and that the flank companies, the artillery 
know that a great proportion of the horses used | companies, and the cavalry, should have some in- 
at present in our cavalry corps are totally unfit | citements from the public Treasury, to be in com- 
for field service. plete readiness on any and every emergency, and 

You mention that, in some States, it is not un- should be called for in the first instance, and with- 
frequent to accept commissions, and then resign, | out any previous notice, leaving to the Adjutants 
merely accepting the appointment to avoid ser-| General to detail from the militia such a number 
vice. The observation applies to every State, I | of field and staff officers as to completely officer 
presume, in a greater or less degree, and must al- | them, which detailed field and staff should be 
ways be expected, where the profession of arms } considered under requsitions for a certain length 
is so litthe encouraged as in the United States, | of time,and if not called into the field in twelve 
and where the honor of serving his country is held | months, then other officers to be detailed for the 
in so cheap estimation. | same duty and relieve them ; and, if called into 

The length of time which an officer ought to | the field, to be relieved, on returning, after the 
serve, to entitle him to an honorable discharge, | tour of duty was performed. Such a corps, as 
is difficult to ascertain ; but I think if an officer | abovementioned, would be more efficient than 
was obliged to do duty in the ranks, who shculd | double their numbers, detached in the usual man- 
not serve four years in the commission or grade | ner; it would take from this State about six thou- 
from which he wished a discharge, it would be | sand men, officers included, which is nearly our 
the means of bringing forward a class of men, | proportion of two hundred thousand men from 
better calculated to do the public justice, than | the United States, making the last detail by the 
permitting so easy an evasion of military duty ;| Secretary of War our guide. In respect to arm- 
perhaps, if above —— years of age, and under! ing the militia by the General Government, I 
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cannot believe it expedient in any point of view. | 
If the public should be willing to place their arms 
in the hands of the soldiery, they would, under 
every care which would be taken, be ae ren- 
dered useless in a very short period. If they 
should be placed under the care of the officers, 
they would soon be destroyed with rust, without 
a regular armorer to take care of them; if they 
should be put into the hands of the men on their 
responsibility, they would be sold by them in | 
many instances, and loaned, and used for gunning | 
in others, and, I have no doubt might be consid- 
ered a total loss in five years; besides, if the pub- 
lie were to furnish arms for the militia, the arms 
now in our country, and many of them very fine 
er would be totally neglected, which are now 
ept in some kind of order by the owners, while | 
they are impressed with the necessity of taking 
care of their property, and that, possibly, they 
may be called to take the field, and hazard their 
lives on the goodness of their arms. I should 
consider a magazine in each State, supplied with | 





APPENDIX. 





2416 
United States; a 


calculating on the honor they should acquire. | 
had rather risk my reputation on the exertions 
by the class of young men, from sixteen to twep. 
ty, than on all those above thatage. The young 
court danger from motives of honor and love of 
country combined; the elder class, on the ap. 
proach of danger, are ruminating on their wiye, 
and children; the bodily strength of those of 
sixteen is equal to all the duties ordinarily re. 
quired to be performed by militia; they will pe 
more ambitious in their acquiring the use of 
arms, and laying the foundation for promotioy. 
which those with families, and more advanced 
in life, hold in much less estimation. In ou; 
Northern States, our military days of parade are 
generally considered holidays, and the class of 
citizens from sixteen to eighteen are always 
found about the parade, and their amusements as 
laborious as the duties of a soldier, and frequently 
more injurious to their health and morals. By 
embodying all able bodied, from sixteen to eight. 
een, will, in this State, 1 presume, add one-fifth, 


field pieces, arms, and ammunition, and all the | if not one-third, to the number of militia. 


equipments necessary for a thousand men, and | 


I think the notice of six months to be equipped 


under the care of a suitable man paid for the pur- | ought to be given before the person arrives at the 


pose, more to be relied on than a supply for three 
thousand, dealt out to the men, or beced under 
the care of militia officers, at the close of every 
training day. If our liberties are worth preserv- 
ing, and we will not pay enlisted troops to pre- 
serve them, we must be willing to pay a little out 
of the common stock, to support a system which 
is relied on as a substitute. I have no confidence 
in the mode of detaching the militia, as heretofore 

ractised by our Government; I presume it has 
beset calculated for its effect abroad, but you may 
rest assured its effects have been confined to our- 
selves—we have been imposed on—we have relied 
onthemilitia; without this detachment we should 
have considered ourselves neglected, but I firmly 
believe our country has obtained, by the different 
detachments, nothing butthe expense. You can- 
not find an European officer, and but few Amer- 
ican officers, who hold the militia in much esti- 
mation; they dg not respect them, only as they 
hold an enemy in bay for a moment, until other 
troops may be called in. 

It is our parsimony which makes us too highly 
estimate militia ; if the militia were more expen- 
sive than enlisted troops, there is not an Ameri- 
can but would reprobate the idea. Having re- | 
marked on each of the points mentioned in your 
letter, I shall take the liberty to remark on the 
act of 1793, the consideration of which gave rise | 
aa letter. 

he first section, which respects enrolling the 
inhabitants, I wish to see altered in such a mapn- 
ner as to embrace all above the age of sixteen 
and under forty years of age. The experience I 
had, in the year 1777, of the exertions of our 
light infantry company, which was composed 
generally of lads under eighteen, and some under 
sixteen, satisfied me fully that, for nearly all and 
every service, the lads at sixteen were as much | 








to be relied on as those above that age. On the 
approach of action they were always in spirits, 


age of sixteen, so as to be obliged to do duty a: 
that time; and I humbly coneeive, that if the 
law required no notice to be given by the officer 
enrolling, it would not be a hardship; for it is 
universally known by the boys among us when 
they are to be enrolled for duty. I am not very 
tenacious of that part of the law which requires 
the men to furnish themselves and carry their 
ammunition to the field; if, on an emergency, 
they could receive ammunition from some com- 
mon stock, more reliance could be placed on their 
being properly furnished than in the present 
mode. I thiak no exemptions ought to be made 
from militia duty, but by act of Congress, and 
that such list of exemptions ought not to em- 
brace so large a class of citizens as at present. 
By so many exemptions, the militia daty is ren- 
dered less popular, and the exempts are fre- 
quently those very characters who would make 
the best officers. Every man whose public duty 
will permit him to do military duty, and is under 
forty years of age, I could wish to see become a 
citizen soldier, while the defence of our country 
is entrusted to the militia. If you will consent 
to embody those citizens from sixteen to eighteen, 
I firmly believe you may enlarge your companies 
to one hundred, without extending their limits, 
and 1 can see no inconvenience resulting from 
such an enlargement; it will excite more emula- 
tion among the officers. I think brigade majors 
should uniformly be taken from the line of 
captains, and should have no additional rank 
thereby; all other staff officers, for the brigades 
or regiments, should be taken from the commis- 


sioned officers; indeed, I would allow no staff 


officer, except aides-de-camp and the adjutant 
and quartermaster general, and their staff and 
hospital officers, to be taken from those not liable 
to military duty, aod [ would restrain the appoint- 
ment of surgeons and surgeons’ mates to regu- 
lar bred licensed physicians and surgeons, and to 
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those above —— years of age. It is highly ex- 


ceptionable, in my view, to have such appoint- 
ments made from favoritism; I have known 
some appointments to those important offices, 
made from boys under eighteen years of age, 
whom I would not have entrusted to open a vein 
or extract a tooth. It is worse than murder to 
employ and depend on such creatures to attend 
the sick and wounded defenders of their country, 
when called to the field. 

Instead of the uniform, in any instance, to be 
regulated by the brigadiers, as in the third sec- 


that, when the militia of the different States are 
called to perform service together, they may be | 
in uniform. 

If the uniform should be established by Con- 
ress, to take place at a short future period, | | 





ject may be worth consideration, and, if the pieces 
are damaged, whose duty is it to repair them ? 
I think that, whenever a fine is placed on a man 
by a military tribunal having cognizance of the 
crime, it should not be within another tribunal 
to re-examine and review—many of our officers 
neglect laying fines. more through fear of a law- 
suit than from a willingness to neglect their duty. 
I would have all fines laid by the company offi- 
cers reported to the field officers, who should com- 
pose a court, to review and judge of the pro- 
priety of collection, or remitting, and their judg- 
ment should not be reviewed or reversed by any 
civil court. If a man, by his age, is liable to be 
enrolled in the first instance, (until he arrives at 
the age of exemption,) he shall have no other 
tribunal before whom he may bring his claim, 
but the board of field officers. If Congress should 
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ave no doubt the troops would be completely | leave to the respective States to make exemp- 


clad in the course of two years, if not in one ;| tions, they ought to provide that the person who 


and, having one fixed uniform, would be attended | had been dismissed, or exempted from militia 
with economy. The State and regimental colors, ; duty in his native State, or place of residence, for 


} mentioned in the fifth section, I would have pro-| services which he had performed as an officer in 
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- duct, to the amount of 
» ment on such a day is not a pleasant mode to be 


the muster has commenced, or for improper con- 
| adopted, with some of those liable to do duty, 


asa fund, I would have paid all fines collected 
for absence on days of muster or review, and the 
sums paid for exemptions from militia duty be- | 
fore suggested, and all other fines; and I think. 
whenever a regiment is under arms, the colonel, 
orcommanding officer, should possess power to 
inflict fines on those who absent themselves, after 


aT 
| vided from the funds of the regiment, into which, | 





dollars. Confine- 


whose feelings are not alive to such punishment. 
but would feel the effects of a fine. It should 


' be left optional with the commandant to fine, 
confine, or both. To the duties of an adjutant 


general in each State, I would annex the duties 


_ of inspector general, and make it his duty per- 
 sonally to inspect the troops, (taking to his aid, 


while inspecting each brigade, the brigade ma- 


_ jorsof such brigades respectively.) He ought to 
| examine every article required by law to be part 


of the equipment, the ability of the horses be- 


_ longing to the cavalry, and occasionally to exer- 
| cise the troops, if he deems it expedient and ne- 


cessaty. T'o this officer, from whom I would 
require so much duty, | would have annexed a | 
compensation sufficient to call into such service | 
suitable persons to perform the duty. I do not| 
hazard anything, in my opinion, when I say that | 
more can and will be effected by such an officer | 
to make your militia efficient, and be constantly | 
in readiness for service, than from any other | 
cause whatever. No provision is made by the 
law of 1792 for furnishing field artillery; 1 ask | 


_ you whether it is the duty of the State to furnish | 


pieces for their militia when called out of the 
State? and whose duty it is to furnish horses to | 
drag the artillery, when detached, and to find 
ammunition, &c.; and whether the respective | 
States would permit their brass pieces to be re- 
moved out of the State without, or with, a pro- 
Vision for payment in case of losses? This sub- 


the line or staff, should not be liable to be en- 
rolled in another State, to which he may remove, 
provided he produces evidence of his former ser- 
vice and exemptions. A person who may have 
served as a staff officer in Connecticut, is, by the 
law of New York, liable to do duty in the ranks, 
if he moves into that State, which ought not to 
be the case. Courtesy dictates otherwise. 

The manner of appointing officers to take com- 
mand of the militia in this State, and, perhaps, 
in many other States, is a subject which I doubt 
whether the United States would think expedi- 
ent to meddle with. It is one of those points re- 
specting which advocates may be found for and 
against regulating the same; but, if it should be 
thought within the Constitution, and expedient 
to meddle with the subject, a question will arise. 
whether the appointment of commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers to companies may not 
be placed in better hands than in the hands of 
the soldiers? But, as it is doubtful in my mind 
exactly where the Constitution intended to limit 
the arrangement of the militia, by the word or- 
ganize, and as taking the appointment of the 
officers and non-commissioned officers from the 
soldiers, is rather aristocratic and anti-republican, 
I will not extend my remarks on that subject. 
Permit me to suggest that the bestowment of rank 
by brevet to persons not in the line, was a source 
of inconvenience in the Revolutionary war, and 
requires great caution and care. Having so 
largely remarked on the subject of the militia as 
I have done, you will permit me to observe, that 
I have not prepared the same for criticism; I 
have suggested my ideas with freedom to you as 
a friend, and in compliance with your request ; 
I hope they will not be exposed to much inspec- 
tion but by my friend. The gentlemen who com* 
pose the military committee are unknown to me, 
but presume they are strangers, and will not 
highly appreciate my remarks; but to you I sub- 
mitthem. Iam, with much esteem, &c. 


EBEN. HUNTINGTON. 
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Trenton, December 9, 1809. 

Sir: I do not presume I can add to the infor- 
mation of an officer of your experience; it is, 
however, proper to pay respectful attention to 
the subject of the letter you did me the honor to 
write on the 20th (received the 26th) instant. 
You will, therefore, please accept of the follow- 
ing answers given to your questions relative to 
the organization of the militia of the United 
States, as the result of my observations: 

First. How are your dragoon and artillery 
corps formed ? 

Answer. Previous to the Western expedition, 
in 1794, the companies of cavalry and artillery, 
in New Jersey, were attached to the regiments 
within whose bounds they were formed. 

Besides, a brigade of upwards of 1,500 infan- 
try, including two companies of artillery thereto 
attached, in requisition, 537 cavalry marched as 
volunteers to Pittsburg. Governor Howell ap- 
pointed General White, then Adjutant General 
of New Jersey, to the command of the cavalry, 
arranged in squadrons under the command of 
senior captains. The like formation into squad- 
rons was made of the cavalry of Pennsylvania 
by Governor Mifflin. 

Upon the return of the cavalry to New Jersey, 
application was made to the Legislature, and by 
the militia law of New Jersey were formed into 
ten squadrons, making five regiments, and com- 
posed one brigade, under the command of a brig- 
adier general, five lieutenant colonels, and ten 
majors, and have so continued. 

The artillery of the State was also formed into 
two battalions, making one regiment, and offi- 
cered accordingly. 

It was found absolutely necessary to organize 
such a body of cavalry as five hundred into squad- 
rons and regiments, for subordination and dis- 
cipline. 

It will, therefore, be advisable, as well for the 
sake of uniformity throughout the United States 
as for their better military regulation and discip- 
line, to direct the organization of the cavalry in 
squadrons and regiments. It will be more satis- 
factory where the cavalry have been thus organ- 
ized. and prevent offence by their being reduced. 

Second. What inconvenience would result 
from limiting the shortest period of service to a 
commissioned officer ? 

Answer. It would be an improvement of the 
militia law of the United States to restrain the 
resignation of officers until they shall have served 
seven years, unless in cases of necessity; and, 
after service of seven years, to be exempted from 
service in the ranks, nevertheless, to be embodied 
and mustered with the senior class. 

There are no exempts in New Jersey but those 
exempted by the militia law of the United States. 
If an officer resigns, he must return to the ranks 
er be fined. 

Third. What are the objections to embodying 
a corps of between the ages of forty-five and 
sixty 

Answer. There is no reasonable objection. 
The militia law of the United States ought to 


United States. 


require the muster of all able-bodied men, be. 
tween the ages of forty-five and sixty, for review. 
properly armed, but not to perform military duty 
only in case of invasion; nor to be required to 
march out of the State; to be denominated the 
Senior Corps, or Senior Class, of militia. 

Permit me here to ask, what objections can be 
made to class minors, between the ages of six. 
teen and twenty-one ? 

These youths to put on their frocks, or other 
regimentals, and be exercised in their several 
towns, two hours before sunset, on the last Satur. 
day in April, May, June. July, August, and Sep. 
tember, under officers above the age of twenty. 
one. 

Great complaints are made in New Jersey by 
parents and masters having their children ani 
apprentices put in requisition. In many cases, 
inability to equip, pay fines, &c., which operates 
as a heavy tax on poor parents, and particularly 
on mechanics, who have from five to twenty ap- 
prentices, I wish to see such a corps well dis- 
ciplined in their non-age. 

There was some objection made to the enroll- 
ing of minors when this business of classifica- 
tion, between twenty-one and twenty-six, was 
before Congress, in 1806. Yet I have never 
heard of a Copstisational objection against that 
part of the present militia law of the United 
States, which directs the enrolment of those who 
shall, from time to time, arrive at the age of 
eighteen years. And why not enrol minors of 
sixteen, as well as those of eighteen, &c. If it 
is unconstitutional in any of the States to enrol 
minors, what becomes of those between eighteen 
and twenty-one? If the objection arises from 
the Constitution of any of the States, on account 
of the appointment of the officers to command 
minors, this can be accommodated in those States 
by incorporating the minor with the senior class, 
and let the seniors exclusively elect the officers 
to command both classes. 

There ought be some amelioration made in 
favor of those between eighteen and twenty-one 
as to the equipments, fines, penalties, and partic- 
ularly on requisitions of the Governmeat. 

The Junior Corps, cf course, will be those be- 
tween twenty-one and forty-five, compose the 
great body and active militia force of the nation; 
be put in requisition as heretofore, to march oul 
of the State, &c.; nor do I wish to see this corps 
paralyzed by the classification of men between 
twenty-one and twenty-five, as has been pro- 
posed. 

Fourth. What are your objections against 
classing the militia, so that the burden of active 
duty shall fall on men between the ages of twea- 
ty-one and twenty-five years? 

Answer. Doubts are entertained : 

J. Whether this would not infringe the Consti- 
tution of the United States, article one, section 
eighth, page sixteen, “ reserving to the States, re- 
spectively, the appointment of the officers, and 
the authority of training the militia,” &c, And 
the article of amendment to the Constitution o 
the United States,“ a well regulated militia be- 
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Militia of the United States. 





ing necessary to the security of a free State, the} directs, that Congress shall “ provide for arming” 
They have not done it. The Na- 
tional Legislature have neglected what they ought 
have done the moment it was in their power, to 


not be infringed.” 
Although I sincerely wish this reservation and | 


| amendment were stricken out of the Constitution | have apportioned arms, accoutrements, &c., to 


of the United States, yet, while they remain, no | the amount, at least, of one-sixth of the number 
good, energetic, general, uniform, national sys-| of the enrolled militia; established arsenals for 
tem of organization, of the militia of the United | their preservation, with magazines of powder and 
States, can be effected. In the Administration | ball, and camp equipage, &c. But, instead of 
of President Adams, it was alleged that the act | doing this, Congress, by their militia law of 1792, 


authorizing the President of the United States | 


F to raise a provisional army, passed 22d May, 1798, 


particularly section 3, and the supplementary act 


- thereto of 22d June, 1798, were infringements of 


these articles of the Constitution of the United 
States, inasmuch as it was unconstitutional — 
Ist. To separate a part of the militia within | 
the State. 
2d. Exempted these volunteer corps, while | 
within the State, from the government of the | 


_ militia laws of the State. 


3d. The appointment of the officers by the | 


| President. 


II. The heapolley of such a corps at this time: 
1st. It would derange, at one stroke, the sys- 


' tem of organization of the militia of the several 
| States, adopted near eighteen years, under the 
militia law of the United States. 


2d. It would annul, or operate as a repeal of | 


' the several militia laws of the United States, 


passed in conformity to the law of the United | 
States, of 8th May, 1792. 

3d. It would require at least a year for the | 
passing of the militia laws, in the several States, | 
conforming to the proposed alteration, and per- 
haps some of the States would not concur. 

4th. The extended residence of men, between 
twenty-one and twenty-six, in the country, will | 
make their assembling, for exercise, &c., very 
burdensome and unequal with those in the cities | 
and populous parts of the United States. 

5th. The exercise under officers (as it must be) | 
of their own choice, will not improve these corps | 
in military knowledge better than the great body | 
of the militia under the present system. 

6th, It will be an insupportable expense to | 
allow this select corps pay and rations. 
7th. It will weaken the natural defence of the | 
nation, composed of the great body of the people, 
by placing entire dependence on this select corps. 

Sth. In requisitions, substitutes are usually ob- | 
tained of the poorer classes of men above twenty- 
six, and, indeed, many only “fit food for powder | 
and ball.” If these select corps are established, | 
the nation cannot be purified of these gross ma- | 
terials above twenty-six. 

If such corps should be selected, and separated 
from the militia, to allow them rations would be | 
sufficient, to be exercised by their officers, under | 
the direction and inspection of an inspector in 
each State, distinguished for military acquire- | 
ments; to be paid by the United States. 

Fifth. Would it be advisable for the Govern- | 
ment to arm the militia? : 

Answer. That article of the Constitution of 
the United States, respecting the militia, expressly 


| by any State in the Union. 


order every citizen enrolled to provide himself 
with arms, &c., and in five years require all mus- 
kets to have bores sufficient for balls of the eigh- 
teenth part of a pound. The Legislatures of 
some of the States have passed militia laws di- 
recting this to be done. Seventeen years have 
elapsed, and it has not been effected, it is believed, 
In New Jersey, only 
one regiment have (from fines collected from the 
Quakers within its bounds) purchased six hun- 
dred stand of arms and accoutrements. 

The supply of arms, ammunition, camp equi- 
page, arsenals, &c., in every State, ready for the 
militia, particularly for one-sixth thereof, being, 
perhaps, sufficient for any requisition of the 
United States, would give spirit and confidence 
to the great body of the militia. 

The amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, cited, secures “the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms ;” nor will the Con- 
stitution of the United States, or the rights of 


the States, or of the people, be infringed, and I 


am very confident not endangered, if the concur- 
rent authority of the National Government is 
exercised to provide arms, establish magazines, 
&c., and to arm, indeed, the great body of the 
militia of the United States. 

Sixth. Wouid it be advisable to call out any 
portion of the militia, yearly, to take the field; 
and, if so, on what principle would it be advisa- 
ble to adopt such a system ? 

Answer. Before this can be done to any advan- 
tage, arms, accoutrements, tents, and camp equi- 
page must be furnished by the Government of 
the United States; after the National Legislature 
shall have provided and delivered into the maga- 
zines estabiished in every State, sufficient fcr a 
requisition of, say, 100,000 men, to be enrolled 


| for three years’ service, from the junior class of 
| militia, that is, between twenty one and forty- 


five, according to the quotas of the several States, 


| who shall meet once a year in the vicinity of the 


arsenal, and perform, for fifteen days, all the du- 
ties incident to a camp, to be exercised by their 
officers, and inspected by their respective State 


| adjutant general, who will perform similar duties 
'to those prescribed in the sixth section of the 


militia law of the United States. 
Neither officers or men to receive pay, but to 


| be furnished with rations and clothing, of a frock, 


pantaloons, &c., from the magazines, to be re- 
turned on breaking up the camp, &c. 

Seventh. What are the prominent defects of 
the present system ? 

Answer. The answer to this question has been, 
in a manner, anticipated by the observations al- 
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ready made, particularly respecting the neglect 
of the Government of the United States in not 
making provision to supply arms, tents, &c.; es- 
tablishing magazines in the several States; for 
the making of militia laws will not avail without 
arms, ammunition, camp equipage, &c., ready to 
take the field. 

Whether the classification of the senior and 
minor, or either of these corps, be adopted; that, 
in preference to the proposed select corps, be- 
tween twenty-one and twenty-six, the junior corps 
of men, between eighteen and forty-five, or twen- 
ty-one and forty-five, be put ia requisition, with- 
out discrimination, whenever a call is made by 
the Government. 

The returns of militia being very incorrect, the 


quotas on the several States ought to be accord. 
ing to the representation in the House of Repre. 
sentatives in Congress. 

I beg leave to suggest, here, that the law to 
take the census provides for the enumeration of 
all males under sixteen; between sixteen and 
twenty-one; between twenty-one and forty-five; 
and between the ages of forty-five and sixty ; and 
from sixty upwards; at any rate, of the number 
of males between eighteen and forty-five, if the 
present militia system shall be continued. 

Sincerely wishing you health, and many re. 
turas of this season of joy and festivity, [ am, 
very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JOSEPH BLOOMFIELD. 

Hon. Col. B. Tauumaper. 


MILITARY AND NAVAL EXPENSES. 


[Communicated to the House of Representatives, April 5, 1810.] 


Treasury Department, April 3, 1810, 


Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
31st ultimo, to transmit a statement of the annual amount of expenditure, in relation to the Military 
and Naval Establishments, from the 4th of March, 1789, to the end of the year 1809, 

The sums paid for military pensions, and for the Indian department, are not included in the 
statement; but it embraces all other expenses, including those for fortifications, arms, and mili- 
tary stores, purchase of navy yards, and building of vessels. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


The Hon. the Speaker of the H. of R. 


ALBERT GALLATIN, 


A statement exhibiting the gross annual amount of expenditure, in relation to the Military ani 
Naval Establishments, from the 4th of March, 1789, to the end of the year 1809. 


Years. 


From March 4, 1789, to December 31, 1791 
do. do. 1792 
do. do. 1793 
do. do. 1794 
do. do. 1795 
do. do. 1796 
do. do. 1797 
do. do. 1798 
do. 1799 
do. . 1800 
do. ‘ 1801 
do. . 1802 
do. . 1803 
do. > 1804 
do. " 1805 
do. i 1806 
do. J 1807 
do. ; 1808 
do. 5 1809 


$30,941,669 47 


Military Establish- 


Naval Establish- 
ment. 


Total. 
ment. 
$632,804 03 - 
1,1¢3,038 47 ~ 
1,132,443 91 
2,589,097 59 
2,422,385 81 
1,246,327 82 
1,002,299 04 
1,939,692 39 
2,405,669 17 
2,517,409 99 
1,600,944 08 
1,179,148 25 

822,055 85 

875,923 93 

712,781 28 
1,224,355 35 
1,288,685 91 
2,900,834 40 
3,345,772 17 


$632,804 03 
1,103,038 47 
1,132,443 91 
2,650,506 56 
2,832,947 84 
1,521,111 86 
1,384,930 93 
3,321,040 15 
6,263,751 0! 
5,966,126 02 
3,712,368 08 
2,094,960 12 
2,068,373 74 
2,149,784 18 
2,310,281 28 
2,873,996 82 
3,010,750 38 
4,784,902 20 
5,773,530 97 


$61,408 97 
410,562 03 
274,784 04 
382,631 89 
1,381,347 76 
2,858,081 84 
3,448,716 03 
2,111,424 00 
915,810 87 
1,246,317 89 
1,273,860 25 
1,597,500 00 
1,649,641 44 
1,722,064 47 
1,884,067 80 
2,427,758 80 


$23,645,979 08 | $54,587,648 55 


Treasurr Derantrment, Register’s Office, April 3, 1810. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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MORTALITY OF TROOPS AT NEW ORLEANS. 


[Communicated to the House, April 27, 1810.] 


Mr. Newron, from the committee, in obedience 
to a resolution which passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, on the thirteenth 
of March last, instructing them to inquire into 
the cause or causes of the great mortality in the 
detachment of the Army of the United States, 
ordered for the defence of New Orleans, submitted 
the following report: 

The committee perceived, at the instant their 
attention was directed to the subject referred to 
them, its importance, difficulty, and extent. The 
solicitude which was expressed for the acquisition 
of accurate information, and the manner in which 
the inquiries of the committee were pointed toa 
specific object, stimulated them to fulfil, to the 
utmost of their power, the expectation and desire 
of the House. In performing the duties assigned 
to them, they necessarily had many difficulties to 
encounter; these consisted in collecting, colla- 
ting, and arranging a multitude of facts and cir- 
cumstances which had their origin in a distant 
Territory, and the dissimilar aspects in which the 
same object would be represented, according to 
the medium through which it had been seen. 
Not discouraged at the prospect of such labors, 
they proceeded to commence them with every dis- 
position, and with all the patience so essential to 
insure a fair, candid, and impartial disclosure of 
the state of the detachment of the Army ordered 
to New Orleans. To accomplish a purpose every 
way so desirable and interesting, and likewise to 
obviate objections, the committee, on mature de- 
liberation and reflection, determined to make a 
plain and succinct statement of facts, as the 
method best calculated to impart information, 
and to guide the understanding in the formation 
of a correct judgment. 

In pursuing this plan, which the committee 
early laid down for their observance, they are led 
to present to the House, in a narrow compass, the 
correspondence which passed between the De- 
partment of War and the commanding officer. 

Next in order, the number of troops sent to 
New Orleans, and the present effective force. 

The measures taken for paying the troops, and 
the precautions observed for insuring a prompt 
supply of sound and wholesome provisions for 
their subsistence. 

The instructions given to the military agent 
by the Department of War, and the authority in- 
vested in the commanding officer over the mili- 
lary agent, as gathered from the instructions. 
Under this head will be included whatever relates 
to clothing and medical and hospital stores. 

The depositions taken by the committee. 

Lastly, the causes which, in the opinion of the 
committee, produced the mortality in that detach- 
ment of the Army. 





A No. 1. 


Mortality in the Troops at New Orleans. 





} 





in obedience to the direction of the committee, 
requesting information on the subject submitted 
to them. 

The Secretary says. “I have the honor, aecord- 
ingly, herewith to submit to their inspection a 
transcript of the original order, bearing date De- 
cember 2, 1808, designating the force destined for 
the defence of New Orieans, and of the subse- 
quent orders from this department, together with 
such extracts from the letters of the commanding 
general as relate to the selection and occupancy 
of, and the removal of the troops from, the en- 
campment at Terre au Beeuf.” 





A No. 2. 


On the 2d of December, 1808, the Secretary of 
War, (General Henry Dearborn,) in a letter to 
General James Wilkinson, says: “I am directed 
by the President of the United States to have the 
necessary measures taken, without delay, for as- 
sembling as large a proportion of our regular 
troops at New Orleans and its vicinity, as circum- 
stances will permit.” Immediately following 
this extract, the regiments and companies des- 
tined for New Orleans are designated, and the 
previous preparatory arrangements connected 
with the movements are directed to be made. 
The letter then concludes: “ You will please to 
take measures for being at New Orleans in sea 
son to take command of the Army in that depart- 
ment as early as practicable, and to have sucha 
disposition of the troops in that department form- 
ed, as will most effectually enable you to defend 
New Orleans and its dependencies against any 
invading force. In case of emergency, you are 
authorized by the President of the United States 
to call on the Governors of the Orleans and Mis- 
sissippi Territories, for such detachments of the 
militia as may be deemed necessary. 

On the 30th of April. 1809, the Secretary of 
War (William Eustis, Esq.) addressed a letter to 
General James Wilkinson, expressing great anx- 
iety and solicitude for the health of the troops. 
Alive to apprehensions on this important point, 
he proceeds to say, “on inspecting the general 
instructions given by this department, 2d of De- 
cember, 1808, it appears that the troops were to 
be assembled at New Orleans: an apprehension 
that the letter of this instruction may be con- 
strued to limit any measures which your own 
judgment might suggest respecting a change of 
position, induces me to remove any such obsta- 
cle, if it shall have had aninfluence. By the re- 
turns of the 24th of March, it appears that more 
than one-fourth part of the troops were sick. 
Without a knowledge of this fact, the removal 
of the army from New Orleans, during the sum- 
mer and autmnal months, is suggested by every 
consideration of prudence and experience. If, 
therefore, such removal shall not, on receipt of 
this letter, have been already commenced, you 
will be pleased to give the necessary orders to 
have it effected immediately. After leaving the 


A letter from the Secretaty of War, dated Feb- | necessary garrison, consisting of old troops, at 


tuary 24, 1810, in answer to one addressed to him New Orleans, it will be desirable that all the 
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others should be transported either to the high | movement to Fort Adams or to Natchez mus 
ground in the rear of Fort Adams, or a part of | have been made by water, as the Spaniards wi 
them, in the rear of the Natchez; perhaps both | not permit our passage through West Florida: 
these stations should be occupied, a division of | the toil, the time, and exposition of the sun, iy 
the troops being more favorable to their health | ascending the river one hundred leagues, with a 
than quartering the whole together in one body : | corps of two thousand, would probably have dis. 
of this you will judge. The primary object will | eased nine-tenths of the men, many of whom 
be, to preserve the health and lives of the men; | Were ina convalescent state, and as many sick,” 
next, to have them so quartered as will best ad-| The General then states the expense of trans. 
mit of a regular system of order, government, and | portation ; that the position is too remote for the 
discipline, with as much economy as is praeti- | Seasonable protection of New Orleans against ex. 
cable” ternal attack or internal commotion ; that the 

On the 29th of May, 1809, General James Wil- | upper country might prove more sickly thay 
kinson addressed a letter to the Secretary of War. | the bank of the Mississippi; that the move. 
He says, “after much inquiry, I have determined | ment to Terre au Beeuf was made without incop- 
on a spot for the encampment of the troops. It | venience to the well, or injury to the sick, and 
was a difficult matter, from the localities of the | at n0 expense, because the chalons which trans. 
country, to adjust; and, being an object of prima- | ported them will be employed in erecting the ne- 
ry importance in relation to. economy, discipline, | cessary temporary buildings, and for flooring the 
and health, it has truly occupied all my cares | tents. The General further states, that the posi. 
and attentions, and will, I hope, be my excuse for | tion taken is refreshed by sea breezes, and that, 
inattention to minor objects.” In the part im- | although more than five hundred sick and conya- 
mediately succeding this extract, the General |lescent were brought to the ground which had 
mentions that he had abandoned the idea of en- | been previously occupied by five hundred aud 
camping on the site spoken of by General Henry sixty men, from the Ist instant not more thao 
Dearborn, called Galvestown, on the Amite river, three men died, and one of these of an apoplexy ; 
on account of its being the most sickly spot in | that the morning reports of the 13th and 16th 
the Territory. The General then says: “ with | will exhibit a frightful return of the sick ; “ yet, 
the general voice of the Americans and Creoles | says he, you are to understand that nine-tenths 
in favor of it, 1 have selected a piece of ground | are strongly convalescent, and are returned sick 
on the left bank of the Mississippi, below this | to prevent their being detailed for the general fa- 
city about four leagues, which I find perfectly | tigues, to which we are now, and shafl be for 
dry at this moment, although the surface of the | some time to come, necessarily exposed.” After 
river, restrained by its dykes, is in general three | mentioning that the safety of those who are en- 
feet above the level of the country. You will | trusted to his charge impress him with an awful 

ut your finger on the spot at the head of the | sense of responsibility, and will occupy all his 

oglish Turn, just where the route to the settle- | attention, he proceeds to say: “ It is a source of 
ments on the Terre au Bouf leaves the river. | pleasurable reflection to me, that the aspects and 
The disadvantages of the position are private accommodation of the position have prepossessed 
ground, private wood, and its vicinity to New forery man and officer in its favor. We havea 
Orleans. But its advantages are, promised health, good market of vegetables, milk, eggs, and fowls, 
the best water of the country, the accommoda- | from the settlements of Terre au Beuf.” He 
tion and comforts of a market, the immediate | then speaks of arrangements in the sutling de- 
protection of the city, and the prompt defence of | partment; wishes to be advised whether it is the 
the river and lakes against an invading force. | intention of Government to erect a cantonment, 
Under such considerations, and the rapid advance | a8 one would be necessary, either at Natchez or 
of the season, I could pause no longer; but shall | Terre au Bouf: if the latter, expenses of such 
proceed to take the position, and make the neces- establishment are set forth. He then says, “! 
sary establishments for the reception and safe- | submit these observations to you for your consid: 
keeping of the stores and provisions, necessary to | eration, as it is my duty to aid your judgment 
supply and support the troops, and for the com- | and shall be ready to exeeute the President 
fortable lodgement of the sick and well.” will.” 


Letter from General Wilkinson to the Secretary of | The Secretary of War to General James Wilkinson, 
War, dated dated 

Camp, Terre au Beeor, June 18, 1809. War Department, June 22, 1809. 

“ Your letters of the 30th of April, and 4th ul-| Being unable to perceive any advantages 10 

timo did not reach New Orleans until the last | the position which you have selected for an ev 

mail, the 14th instant, though we received at the | campment, as stated in your letter of the 20th 

same time the President’s ilpesel. Iam happy | of May, which give it a preference over the high 


ty, to which my letter of the 30th of April, di- 
rected, conditionally, the removal of the troops, | 
am left to presume, either that my letter has no! 
been received, or that some causes, unknown 10 


have encamped the troops, though I have not 
sought the position you recommended; nor should 
l have done so while permitted to exercise my 
discretion, and for the following reasons: The 


that I have so far anticipated your wishes as to ground in the rear of Fort Adams, or its vicio'- 
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Mortality in the Troops at New Orleans. 
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me and reconcilable with the object stated in | since the 30th of June, but am progressing rapid- 
that letter have governed your decision. On re- | ly in my arrangements for moving the troops, an 





ceiving this letter you will be pleased 1mmedi- | object near my heart, and which oceupies all my 
ately to embark all the troops, leaving a sufficient | attentions.” 
arrison of old troops at New Orleans and at; The General then states, that not one of the 
Fort St. Philip, and proceed with them to the | gunboats had been reported in readiness; that 
high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, and to the | the preparation was difficult, owing to the gen- 
high ground in the rear of Natchez, (the public | eral sickness of their crews, and the impractica- 
ground,) and form encampments; dividing them | blity of shipping men ; that thecondemned barges 
equally, or in such proportions between the two | at Fort Adams had been ordered down, and were 
places, as your own judgment shall direct. The | repairing at a small expense; that, if the gun- 
enclosed copy of an order from the Navy Depart- | boats fail him, he should hire three or four barges, 
ment will present you the means of transporta- | and that, in twenty days, he expected to make 
tion. The movement of the troops will be com- | good his landing at Natchez, or in that vicinity. 
mitted entirely to your direction.” | He then states, * our sick have increased consid- 
By a letter bearing date Camp Terre au Beeuf, | erably, but our maladies are confined almost uni- 
July 23, 1809, General Wilkinson acknowledges | versally to the ague and fever; nearly all the offi- 
that the preceding order had come to his hand: | cers had it, but we have not lost one, nor do I 
hesays, “ your duplicate of the 22d ultimo reached | expect we shall.” He states the difficulties which 
New Orleans by last mail on the 19th, and came | occurred in the department of provisions: he 
tomy hands on the night of the 20th, at ten | says, “the clamors of the troops had been loud 
o'clock: the original has not yet arrived. The | and just, that he had offered one hundred dol- 
peremptory tenor of your order for the removal | lars for a small cow. without effect; that the, 
of the troops has relieved me from an oppressive | flour was affected by the climate immediately after 
load of responsibility, and I have not lost a mo- | landing; and that, on the utter failure of the con- 
ment in entering on the execution.” He states | tractor to furnish bread or flour for two or three 
the impossibility of controlling the effects of the | days successively, he had purchased a hundred, 
climate ; that it will be in vain to seek refuge | barrels of flour, and had the same distributed.” 
from disease in that region, with unseasoned re- | He attributes to the absence of the contractor, 
eruits. He also states that, when possession was | and the consequent management of his business 
taken of the present healthful site at Columbia | being entrusted to a young man, without knowl- 
Springs, near Fort Adams, two hundred and for- | edge or experience, and, apparently, of an obsti- 
ty-six men were down at one time out of about | nate, perverse disposition, all the difficulties they 
five hundred. After mentioning some things re- | had to encounter on the subject of provisions. 
lating to the movement of the detachment up the He then says, “I wish, indeed, that he may not 
river, he says, “ you will discover, from my letter | oblige me to take the whole business out of his 
of the 18th ult., the causes which opposed our as- | hands, and to appoint a commissary to purchase 
cent of the river; the employment of the gun- | and supply; but, in the last extremity only, shall 
boats removes the expense, and the labor of the |I resort to this step.” After stating “that the 
sailors will save that of the troops, but the tardi- | inhabitants weredown with the prevailing disease 
ness of the movement and the heat of the sun in | of the camp, a thing which, according to them, 
dog-days must endanger our health.” _had never before occurred.” he concludes thus: 
After expressing his sense of the necessity of | “I am alarmed for our medical and hospital ex- 
economy, and stating that the establishment had | penses, but I do not understand that a particle of 
cost something, but that the cost will bear com- | either has yet arrived for the new levies, and of 
parison with antecedent expenses, he then men- | course I have no alternative but to submit to the 
lions that the public cost, in future, would not | requisitions of the surgeons. We shall not, how- 
exceed six or eight hundred dollars per month, | ever, press your appropriations for this depart- 
the year round, for every incidental expense, | ment, although the consumption of five or six 
wood, pasturage, and quarters, included; and con- | hundred sick must be considerable.” 
owes thus: pnanee all circumstances, | must | 
rankly say that, was my discretion permitted, I 
should. ies an and ped the ene 5 | Detachment of the aa ordered for the defence of 
but, as there would be hazard, I am glad of your | New Osieans. 
order to move, not only as it lessens my responsi- | Aggregate, according to the returns which have 
bility, but because the change of place may prove | been printed - - - - - $2,036 
salutary to our men; in all events you may de-| 3B. Absentees accounted for. 
pend on whatever my judgment, experience, per- | C. A return of the troops commanded 
sonal exposition, and attention, can effect. | by Brigadier General Hampton, for De- 
| cember, 1809. 
4 | D. A return of the troops at that can- 
A No. 3. | tonment, Washington, M. T., for Janu- 
The following letter, dated Camp, Terre au | ary. 1810. 
Beuf, August 19, 1809, is addressed to the Secre- E. A return of the troops at the last- 
tary of War, by General Wilkinson: he says, “1 | mentioned cantonment, for February, 


have not received the scrip ofa pen from you | 1810. 
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F. A return of deaths, desertions, and 
discharges, of the “additional military 
force,” allotted for the defence of New 
Orleans, from ist May, 1809, to Febru- 
ary, 1810, viz: 

Deaths BN RESO TS HS EGE 
Desertions- - - - 108 
Discharges - - . 58 


G. A return of the effective strength of 
the “additional military force.” allot- 
ted for the defence of New Orleans, 
taken from the latest reports which 
have been received at the inspector’s 
office, Washington city, April 16, 1810, 
aggregate- - - - - «- 41,184 
H. A return of a detachment of the United 

States’ marines, stationed at New Orleans, from 

the 1st of March, 1809, to the 3lst of December, 

1809. Exhibiting the monthly force of the de- 

' net ne and the number of deaths, respect- 

ively. 


I. 

Funds placed at the disposition of the Paymaster of 

the Army of the United States, for the payment of 

the detachment ordered to New Orleans. 
Sum estimated for this object, for the 
year 1809 - - - ~ 
Lieutenant Simeon Knight, the dis- 
trict paymaster at New Orleans, 
as, in the early part of the year 1809, 
furnished with the sum of -  - 
In June, 1809, Lieutenant Simeon 
Knight was authorized to draw for 
fifty thousand dollars, of which sum, 
he drew - - - toe view am 
July, 1809, there was remitted to Lieu- 
tenant Simeon Knight, and received 
by him before the 7th of August 
following, the sumof - -— - 
Authority was given, in order to en- 
able him to commence the payment 
of the troops for the year 1810, to 
draw for @ Sgt hry dager! obeys 


$250,000 
100,000 
40,000 
100,000 


60,000 


K . 
Provisione. 


These are furnished by contract. By the sec- 
ond article of the contract for supplying provis- 
ions to the troops, it is provided, “ that it shall be 
in the option of the general or officer command- 
ing an army on a great military district, to direct 
when and how often fresh or salted meat shall be 
issued by general orders, to be promulgated a 
reasonable time before the issue is to commence.” 

By the fourth article. “ whenever, in the opin- 
ion of the commanding officer, the provisions 
offered to be issued are unsound, unfit for use, or 
of an unmerchantable quality, a survey shall be 
held thereon by two disinterested persons, one to 
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be chosen by the commanding officer, and the 
other by the contractor, or his agent; and, iy 
case of disagreement, a third person, to be cho. 
sen by mutual consent, who shall have power to 
condemn such part of the provisions as to them 
may appear unfit for use.” If the contractor 
“or his agent, fail, or neglect to appoint a per. 
son to inspect the provisions, after reasonable 
notice in writing, the commanding officer may 
appoint such persons as he may think proper.” 
he fifth article authorizes the commanding 
general, in case of absolute failure, or deficiency 
in quantity, of provisions contracted to be de. 
livered and issued, to supply the deficiency by 
purchase, at the risk of the contractor.” The 
power conferred by the last article was, in one 
instance, exercised. That those granted by the 
fourth and fifth articles were not exercised, can 
be accounted for by this department, on the pre- 
sumption only, that, in the opinion of the gen- 
eral, the country could not furnish the supplies. 


L No. 1. 

Instructions to the Military Agent at New Orleans, 
and amount of disbursements in that department. 
The following instructions to A. D. Abra- 

hams, the military agent at New Orleans, “ to 

procure and deliver, on the orders of the com- 
manding officer, such articles as he may deem 
necessary for the public service,” was given by 
the. Secretary of War, (General Henry Dear. 
born,) on the 12th of December, 1808. 


L No. 2. 


The Secretary of War, (William Eustis, Esq.) 
|May 4, 1809, wrote to A. McCulloch, and in- 
formed him of his appointment as military agent, 
A. D. Abrahams having resigned. This letter 
contains many regulations for the agent’s obser- 
vance in executing the duties of his office. The 
above-mentioned instruction is repeated, and the 
following additional one given: “ The expendi- 
tures should be as economical as the good of the 
service will permit. No article, it is presumed, 
will be required of you, but such as the nature 
and good of the service actually demand. Should 
it happen, however, at any time, that demands 
are made upon you to a large amount, the pro- 
priety of complying with which you may doubt, 
and where delay may not, in your judgment, 
prove injurious tothe public interest, you are to 
consult this department.” It appears Mr. Mc- 
Culloch died in a few days after his arrival at 
New Orleans; on which Major Zebulon M. 
Pike, of the 6th regiment, was appointed, by 
General Wilkinson, as successor to Mr. McCul- 
loch, and continued to discharge the duties 0! 
that office under the instructions given to Mr. 
McCulloch, until the removal of the troops from 
the encampment at Terre au Beuf. 


L Nos. 7 and 3. 


The Secretary of War, in a letter addressed to 
the Committee, bearing date the 16th of April, 
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1810, says: “ Representation being made by the 

Accountant of this department, that many arti- 
- clesin the accounts rendered by Mr. A. D. Abra- 
| hams, the military agent, were charged at ex- 
_ travagant prices, the necessity of some of which 
did not appear, and the prices.of others being 
_ deemed exorbitant, the military agent was in- 
| formed, on the 10th of August last, that he was 
| not authorized to comply with such requisitions 
- infuture. This is the only limitation of the in- 
_ structions beforementioned, which has been made 
_ by this department.” This last instruction to 
_ the military agent could not have reached him 
until some time in September last. The military 
_ agent, whenever he wanted funds, drew billson the 

Department of War, which were regularly paid. 








L Nos. 4, 5, and 6. 
Disbursements in the Quartermaster and Medical and 
| Hospital Departments, by A. D. Abrahams, Military 
Agent. 
_ On account of that part of the Army 
| stationed at New Orleans, and in 
its vicinity, between the Ist of 
January and 20th of July, 1809, 
including payments made for the 
charter of a part of the vessel em- 
ployed to transport the troops to 
__ that place.—See document K - - $55,188 43 
| Disbursements made by Major Pike, 
on same account, from the 21st of 
July to the 31st of December, 1809 27,474 73 


$82,663 16 











Norr.—The above sums embrace no part of the ex- 
penditures made on the fortifications erecting at New 
| Orleans. 
William Linnard, military agent at Philadel- 
_ phia, in his letter of the 3lst of March, 1810, 
| states, that medical and hospital stores were 
shipped on board the schooner Hillsman; that 
_ she sailed from Philadelphia the 7th of January, 
1809: was detained by ice; sailed again the 5th 
of March following, and arrived at New Orleans 
the 5th of April, and delivered the stores on the 
| 7th and 8th. 





M Nos. 1 and 2. 
Clothing. 

By the same letter from William Linnard, 
military agent, it appears, that the brig North 
Star sailed from Philadelphia the 6th of July, 
1809, with clothing for the troops; arrived at 
New Orleans the 22d of August, and delivered 
the same in three days after her arrival; which 
was within twelve months of the time that the 
| men of that detachment had generally received 

their clothing for the preceding year. 





The Depositions. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12. 
he committee, from a knowledge which they 
have acquired of the climate of New Orleans, 
11th Con. 2d Sess.—77 
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and of the country surrounding it, and from the 
facts stated in the depositions, are of opinion, 
that the mortality in the detachment ordered to 
New Orleans is to be ascribed to the following 
causes: 

1. The detachment consisting of new levies. 

2. The insalubrity of the climate—the Sum- 
mer and Autumn of the year 1809 being unusu- 
ally sickly. 

3. To the nature of the ground on which the 
detachment was encamped at Terre au Beuf, 
and the detention of it at that place during the 
whole of the Summer, contrary, as the commit- 
tee conceive, to the instructions contained in the 
letter of the Secretary of War, bearing date the 
30th of April, 1809. 

4. To the want of sound and wholesome pro- 
visions and of vegetables; the want of an hospi- 
tal, and hospital stores and medicines. 

5. The excessive fatigues to which the troops 
were subjected in clearing, ditching, and drain- 
ing the ground on which they were encamped. 

6. To the want of repose during the night, 
owing to the troops not being provided with bars 
or nets to protect them from the annoyance of 
mosquitoes. 

7. The want of cleanliness in the camp, the 
nature of the position rendering it almost im- 
practicable to preserve it. 

8. The sick and well being confined to the 
same tents, which neither protected them suffi- 
ciently from the heat of the sun, nor kept them 
dry from the dews and rains. 


A No.1. 


War Department, February 24, 1810. 


Sir: In answering your letter of the 19th in- 
stant, requesting information on the following 
heads, viz: 

lst. Whether the detachment from the Army 
of the United States sent to New Orleans was 
encamped at Terre au Beeuf, on the Mississippi, 
in pursuance of orders given to the commanding 
officer of that detachment? 

2d. The object of the encampment of that de- 
tachment at Terre au Beuf? 

3d. Whether the detachment during the en- 
campment at Terre au Beeuf, suffered in any re- 
spect for want of regular and necessary supplies ? 

4th. Whether the detachment was encamped 
in contravention to orders: if in contravention 
to orders, the time it so continued at that place ? 

I have adopted the course which has appeared 
to me most becoming the occasion, and best cal- 
culated to convey to the honorable committee, of 
which you are chairman, the information they 
have requested. I have the honor, accordingly, 
herewith tosubmit to their inspection a transcript 
of the original order, bearing date December 2, 
1808, designating the force destined for the de- 
fence of New Orleans, and of the subsequent 
orders from this department, together with such 
extracts from the letters of the commanding 
general as relate to the selection and occupancy 
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of, and the removal of the troops from, the en- 
campment at Terre au Beuf. 

Previous to the issuing of the order of the 22d 
of June, a consultation was had with the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, the resultof which justified an 
expectation that the necessary transports for the 
troops might be derived from the naval flotilla on 
the Orleans station; an order for that purpose 
was accordingly given. 

On receiving the order of the 22d of June, it 
is believed that the General made every possible 
effort to procure the transports for his army; but 
the sickness which afflicted the Army, and the 
whole country, had also extended itself to the 
marine: owing to this circumstance, and the dis- 
tance of the vessels from New Orleans, unex- 

ted delays occurred; in addition to which, it 
ing found necessary to have the assistance of 
the public boats at Fort Adams, which required 
repairs, the General found himself unable to em- 
bark the Army until the month of September, as 
stated in my letter of the 30th of January last. 

At such time as the honorable committee may 
be pleased to appoint, I shall be ready to attend 
on them, and to give such further information as 
may be required. 

With respectful consideration, &e. 

W. EUSTIS. 

Hon. Tuomas Newron, Chairman. 


A No. 2. 
Letter from the Secretary of War to General James 
Wilkinson. 
War Department, December 2, 1808. 

Sir: Lam directed by the President of the 
United States to have the necessary measures 
taken, without delay, for assembling as large a 
proportion of our regular troops at New Orleans 
and its vicinity, as circumstances will permit. 
You will please, therefore, to issue preparatory 
orders for the transportation to New Orleans of 
the 3d, 5th, and 7th regiments of infantry, with 
a battalion consisting of four companies from 
the 6th regiment, together with the companies 
of light dragoons, light artillery, and riflemen, 
raised in the States and Territories to the south- 
ward of New Jersey. The troops, generally, in 
the Atlantic States, should be assembled at Sa- 
vannah, Charleston, South Carolina. Washing- 
ton, North Carolina, Norfolk, and Hoods, Fort 
McHenry, and Fort Mifflin, where suitable ves- 
sels will be provided for their transportation. 

The troops raised in the Western States, to- 
gether with the late Captain Bissell’s company, 
will be provided with suitable boats for descend- 
ing the Ohio and Mississippi. Captain Boote’s 
company should march by land, from the Ocmul- 
gee to Fort Stoddert or Fort St. Stephens. The 

eld officers of each regiment of infantry, and 
one field officer of the respective corps of light 
dragoons, light artillery, and riflemen should be 
marched with their corps; and a major, with 
the battalion from the 6th regiment of infantry, 
together with the surgeons and mates of the regi- 
ments of infantry ; a surgeon to the respective 
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corps of dragoons, artillery, and riflemen; and, 
mate with the battalion of the 6th regiment o/ 
infantry. Provisions for seventy-five days, wit) 
a supply of water for thirty-five days, should by 
put on board of each vessel for the men on boar, 
Medicine and hospital stores, camp kettles. &. 
will be forwarded, with ammunition and tents, 

In giving your orders for the assemblage oj 
the troops at the different points, it will not }y 
necessary to give any indications of their u\j. 
mate destination. 

One subaltern of each company, best qualifie; 
for the recruiting service, should remain at the 
respective rendezvous, with instructions to cop. 
tinue that service with all possible celerity ; ani 
to have their recruits assembled at the garri. 
sons on the seaboards of the respective Atlantic 
States ; and at Newport, in Kentucky, and Mas. 
sac, from the Western States. It may, however 
be advisable to direct the recruits, enlisted in the 
interior of Pennsylvania and Virginia, to assem. 
ble on the Western waters. 

You will please to take measures for being x 
New Orleans in season to take command of the 
Army, in that department, as early as practice. 
ble; and to have such a dispositon of the troops 
in that department, formed, as will most effectu- 
ally enable you to defend New Orleans, and i: 
dependencies, against any invading force. 

In case of emergency, you are authorized, by 
the President of the United States, to call on the 
Governors of the Orleans and Mississippi Terr 
tories, for such detachments of the militia as may 
be deemed necessary. I am, &c. 

H. DEARBORN, 


Letter from the Secretary of War to General Jame: 
Wilkinson. 
War Department, April 30, 180°. 

Sir: In my letter of the 27th instant, a cor- 
cern was expressed for the health of the troops 
together with a confidence in your experienc: 
knowledge of country, and entire competence; 
and disposition to adopt every necessary measur: 
respecting that very important object. 

On inspecting the general instructions give) 
by this Department 2d: December, 1808, it ap 
pears that the troops were to be assembled 
New Orleans; an apprehension that the letter 0 
this instruction may be construed to limit a0/ 
measures which your own prigment might sug: 
gest, respecting a change of position, induces 
to remove any such obstacle, if it shall have ha 
an influence, 

By the returns of the 24th March, it appear 
that more than one-fourth part of the troop 
were sick, 

Without a knowledge of this fact, the remov! 
of the army from New Orleans, during the su 
mer and autumnal months, is suggested by eve!) 
consideration of prudence and experience. 

If, therefore, such removal shall not, on rece)! 
of this letter, have been already commenced, )" 
will be pleased to give the necessary orders “ 
have it effected immediately. 
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' ing of old troops, at New Orleans, it will be de- | dition. 
_ sirable that all the others should be transported, 


either to the high ground in the rear of Fort Ad- | and comforts of a market, the immediate protec- 


| ams, or @ part of them in the rear of Natchez; | tion of the city, and the prompt defence of the 
_ perhaps both these stations should be occupied, a 


- tered as will best admit of a regular system of 


_ order, government, and discipline, with as much | fortable lodgement of the sick and well. 
' economy as is practicable. Iam, &e. 


| on a spot for the encampment of the troops. It 


; country, to adjust ; and, being an object of pri- 


ing the site of Galvestown, on the Amite river, 
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ie _ Mortalit y in the ‘Troops ‘at New Orleans. 


After leaving the necessary garrison, consist- | from their duty, and to excite discontent and se- 


But its advantages are, promised: health, 
the best water of the country, the accommodation 


erha river and the lakes against an invading force. 
division of the troops being more favorable to | Uader such considerations, and the rapid advance 


their health than quartering the whole together, | of the season, I could pause no longer, but shall 
in one body. Of this you will judge. The pri- | proceed to take the position, and make the ne- 
mary object will be to preserve the health and | cessary establishments for the reception and safe 
lives of the men; next, to have them so quar- | keeping of the stores and provisions necessary to 


supply and support the troops, and for the com- 


W. EUSTIS, 


Extract of a letter from General James Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated, 
Extract of a letter from General James Wilkinson to Camp, Terre au Beeur, June 19, 1809. 
the Secretary of War, dated Your letters, of the 30th April and 4th ultimo, 
New Orteans, May 29, 1809. | did not reach New Orleans until the last mail, 
Str: After much inquiry, I have determined | the 14th instant, though we received, at the same 
time, the President’s speech. 


} 


wishes as to have encamped the troops, though I 
have not sought the position you recommended: 
nor should I have done so, while permitted to ex- 
ercise my discretion, and for the following rea- 
sons: The movement to Fort Adams, or to Natchez, 
must have been made by water. as the Spaniards 
will not permit our passage through West Flor- 
about sixty miles north of this place, and I pro- | ida; the toil, the time, and exposition to the sun, 


mary importance, in relation to economy, disci- 
pline, and health, it has truly occupied all my 
cares and attentions, and will, I hope, be my ex- 
cuse for inattention to minor objects. 

Your predecessor had spoken with me respect- 


_ was a difficult matter, from the localities of the lam happy that I have so far anticipated your 
| 


| posed reconnoitering; but the idea was no sooner | in ascending the river one hundred leagues, with 


promulgated than some of the most ancient in- | a corps of two thousand, would probably have 
habitants called to inform me that it was the | diseased nine-tenths of the men, many of whom 
most sickly spot in the whole Territory, and that | were in a convalescent state, and as many sick ; 
the Spaniards actually abandoned it on that the expense of transportation would have exceed- 
account. | ed twelve, or might have reached twenty thou- 

The advantages of this position would have | sand dollars; the position is too remote for the 
been, public ground, public wood, and the removal | seasonable protection of New Orleans against ex- 
of our recruits from the allurements, and sinister | ternal attack or internal commotion; and, after 
seductions of this licentious place. Its disad- | all, we might have found the upper country more 


| vantages, the proximity of the Spanish occu- | sickly than the bank of the Mississippi, which 
| pancy, and its distance from the most assailable | frequently occurs. The movement to this place, 
» points of the coast. Its character. and the preju- | on the contrary, was done without incommodation 


dices which prevail against it, 1 believe on just | to the well, or injury to the sick, and at no ex- 
gtounds, are decisive on my determination; and, | pense, because the chalons which transported 
with the general voice of the American and | them will be employed in erecting the necessary 
Creole in favor of it, I have selected a piece of | temporary buildings, and for flooring the men’s 


| ground on the left bank of the Mississippi, below | tents. Itis impossible to decide whether we shall 


this city about four leagues. which I find per- | havea sickly or healthy season, but our proximity 
fectly dry at this moment, although the surface | to the waters of the ocean, from which we havea 
of the river, restrained by its dykes, is, in gene- | breeze, together with appearances, so far, encour- 
ral, three feet above the level of the country. | age us to believe in the latter; for, although we 
You will put your finger on the spot, at the head | brought more than five hundred sick and conva- 
of the English Turn, just where the route to the | lescents to this ground, which had been previously 
settlements on the Terre au Beeuf leaves the river. | occupied by five hundred and sixty men, from the 

The disadvantages of this position are, private | 1st instant we have lost three men only, and one 
ground, private wood, and its vicinity to the city; | of these by an apoplexy. The morning reports 
the attractions of which will divert our green | of the 13th and 16th will speak for our conva- 
officers from due attention to their profession, and | lescence, but will exhibit, at the same time, a 
will expose them, as well as the men, to the arts, | frightful return of sick; yet you are to under- 
intrigues, dissipation, and corruption, of my per- | stand that nine-tenths of these are strongly con- 
sonal enemies, and the enemies of the Administra- | valescent, and are returned sick by order, to pre- 
tion and the Government, who are as busy, under | vent their being detailed for the general fatigues, 
the management of Clark and his cabal, as fiends | to which we are now, and shall be for some time 
of hell, to corrupt and seduce men and officers | to come, necessarily exposed. Whatever may 
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be the result, rest assured, sir, that the safety of 
those who are entrusted to my charge impress 
me with an awful sense of responsibility, and 
will occupy my first attentions, assiduities, and 
cares; and it isa source of pleasurable reflection 
to me, that the aspects and accommodation of 
the position have prepossessed every man and 
officet in its favor. We havea good market of 
vegetables, milk, eggs, and fowls, from the settle- 
ments of Terre au Beof, and I shall make such 
arrangements in the sutling department asentirely 
to exclude the use of ardent spirits, which have 
been the bane of the service, and has destroyed 
more men than every other cause. I shall, at the 
same time, encourage the use of malt liquors, and 
small red wines, which may be had almost as 
cheap as whiskey. 

As the troops must not return to New Orleans, 
one hundred aud fifty men being sufficient for the 
garrison of that place, it would appear as a ne- 
cessary consequence, that we must erect a can- 
tonment somewhere, of which I cannot be too 
early advised, whether it be here, or at Natchez. 
If here, the proprietor will sell a site to the Gov- 
ernment; or, he will give the use of the ground, 
with pasturage enclosures for our horses and cat- 
tle, and firewood the year round, for two thou- 
sand men, at five hundred dollars per month ; and 
I do not believe better terms could be had in the 
Mississippi Territory. Our wood would cost, in 
New Orleans, one thousand one hundred dollars 

er month in summer, and three thousand five 
bundred dollars in winter. Should our force be 
kept up, and this place be fixed on, the huts can 
be put up by the men in a short period, and ata 
trifling expense, and the circumstance of receiv- 
ing our subsistence on the river instead of the 
interior of the upper country, will save two cents 
per ration. 

I submit these observations to you for your con- 
sideration, as is my duty, to aid your judgment, 
ae shall be ready to execute the Presidential 
will. 








Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Gen- 
eral James Wilkinson, dated 


War Department, June 22, 1809. 

Being unable to perceive any advantages in 
the position which you have selected for an en- 
campment, as stated in your letter of the 29th 
May, which give it preference over the high 

rounds in the rear of Fort Adams, or its vicin- 
ity, to which my letter of the 30th April directed, 
conditionally. the removal of the troops, I am 
left to presume, either that my letter has not 
been received, or that some causes unknown to 
me, and reconcileable with the objects stated in 
that letter. have governed your decision. 

On receiving this letter, you will be pleased 
immediately to embark all the troops, leaving a 
sufficient garrison of old troops at New Orleans 
and Fort St. Philip, and proceed with them to 
the high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, and 
to the high ground in the rear of Natchez, (the 
public ground,) and form encampments, dividing 


them equally, or in such proportion between th, 
two places, as your own judgment shall direc; 
The enclosed copy of an order from the Navy 
Department will present to you the means oj 
transportation. 
will be committed entirely to your direction. 














The movement of the troops 






W. EUSTIS. 











Navy DepartTMENT, June 22, 1809, 

Sir: The Secretary of War having made ap. 
plication for the use of the gunboats under you 
command, for the purpose of removing the troops 
under the command of General Wilkinson up 
the Mississippi, you may retain as many of the 
boats as you may think absolutely necessary a1 
your present station, and detach the remainder 
of them on this service, which I contemplate t 
be simply of the transport kind. The boats s 
detached are to continue on that service until the 
removal of the troops shall have been completed, 
unless contingencies shall arise which may re- 
quire their being recalled previously; of which 
you are to judge. You are, yourself, to remaio, 
during this service, at your station ; and the boats 
having returned, you will be at liberty to avail 
yourself of the permission already forwarded you, 
“to come to the Atlantic States.” You will in- 
culcate on the officers commanding this detach- 
ment, the necessity of harmonizing with the 
military in every matter necessary to the most 
speedy attainment of the object intended to be 
effected. 

























Respectfully yours, 
PAUL HAMILTON. 
Capt. D. Porrer, New Orleans. 













Extracts of a letter from General James Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated, 


Camp, Terre av Baur, July 23, 1809. 

Sir: Your duplicate of the 22d ultimo, reached 
New Orleans by the last mail, on the 19th, and 
came to my hands on the night of the 20th, at 
10 o’clock P. M.; the original has not yet arrived. 

The peremptory tenor of your order for the re- 
moval of the troops has relieved me from an op- 
pressive load of responsibility, and I have lost 
not a moment in entering on the execution. No- 
thing on my part shall be wanting to effect the 
transition, in the manner the most favorable and 
least afflicting to the troops; though, as it is im- 
possible to control the effects of the climate, | 
fear it will be in vain for us to fly from disease i1 
this region with our unseasoned recruits: for |! 
occurs to me, that, when we took possession 0! 
the present healthful site at Columbia Springs, 
near Fort Adams, we had two hundred and forly- 
six men down at one time, out of about five hun- 
dred. 

Iam undetermined whether to move in a body 
or by detachment, but shall pursue that course 
which promises the greatest expedition. [| fear 
delay on the part of the gunboats, because I know 
from experience the gentlemen of the Navy abhor 
the idea of converting their vessels of war 1010 
transports; and, from the report of Lieutenatl 
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Carroll, it would appear that twonenfont gun- 
- boats, the number on this station, would not carry 
- more than nine hundred and sixty men, little 
‘more than half our force. I bave, however a 
remedy for this difficulty, and if the gunboats 


> are furnished, shall leave behind none but those 


who are too ill to be removed. 

You will discover from my letter, of the 18th 
ultimo, the causes which opposed our ascent of 
the river; the employ of the gunboats removes 
the expense, and the labor of the sailors will save 

that of the troops, but the tardiness of the move- 
ment, and the heat of the sun in dog-days, must 
endanger our health. 

Iam so sensible of the necessity of economy, 
that I tremble at the idea of putting my name to 
paper for anything; but my obligations to the 
service leave me no alternative. You shall not, 
however, have cause of complaint from my ad- 

_ ministration. 
' This establishment has cost something; but 
' that cost will bear a comparison with antecedent 
| expenses, and our camp, with the necessary ac- 
' commodations, is nearly completed ; after which 
' we should not have cost the public more than six 
oreight hundred dollars per month, the year round, 
for every incidental expense, wood, pasturage, 
and quarters, included. 
' Under all circumstances, I must frankly say, 
| that, was my discretion permitted, I should stay 
_here and hazard the consequences; but, as there 
_ would be hazard, I am glad of your order to move, 
' not only as it lessens my responsibility, but be- 
cause the change of place may prove salutary to 
ourmen. Inall events, you may depend on what- 
ever my judgment, experience, personal exposi- 
' tion, and attention, can effect. 


A No. 3. 


Camp, Terre av Bavr, Aug. 19, 1807. 
Sir: Ihave not received the scrip of a pen 
from you since the 30th of June, but am progress- 
ing rapidly in my arrangements for moving the 
troops, an object near my heart, and which oc- 
cupies all my attentions. 
_ Our prospects from the gunboats are bad in- 
deed; not one of them has, as yet, been reported 
to me in readiness to commence the voyage, and 
the preparation is a difficult one, owing to the 
general sickness of their crews, and the imprac- 
ticability of shipping men; but I have ordered 
certain condemned barges from Fort Adams, 
which have been lying there since 1807, and are 
now repairing, and equipping them, at the expense 
of a few nails and a small quantity of oakum and 
tar for the voyage. To these J shall add, if the 
gunboats fail me, three or four hired barges to take 
a full company each. And with this transport, 
[hope I may, by marching the well, be able to 
move every man from hence whose health may 
permit, and that I shall make good my landing 
at Natchez, or in that vicinity, in twenty days 
after we get under way. The operation isa la- 
borious one, and somewhat hazardous; but you 
may rest assured that whatever Zeal, activity, and 


attention, can accomplish, shall be done on my 
art. 

: Our sick have increased considerably ; but our 

maladies are confined almost universally to the 

fever and ague. Nearly all the officers have had 

it, “% we have not lost one, nor do I expect we 

shall. 

Among the thousand difficulties I have had to 
combat, that of the department of provisions is 
not the least considerable. The clamors of the 
troops have been loud and just, and I have not 
been able to remedy their complaints. I have 
offered as high as a hundred dollars for a small 
cow, without effect; and the flour, generally, in 
New Orleans, from some unknown cause, has 
this season been affected by the climate imme- 
diately after landing. But, in consequence of 
the utter failure of the contractor to furnish bread 
or flour to the troops, ior two or theee days suc- 
cessively, I yesterday ordered a purchase, on any 
terms, of one hundred barrels, which arrived this 
morning, but has been refused by the contractor’s 
agent, who got down a few barrels the last night, 
and, of consequence, I am compelled to order the 
issue to be made by the brigade quartermaster, 
for account of the contractor, which adds to my 
pains and perplexities. 

Were the contractor here, from my knowl- 
edge of his character, I know these difficulties 
would not occur; but unfortunately his busi- 
ness is confided to a young man without knowl- 
edge or experience, and apparently of an obsti- 
nate, perverse disposition. I wish, indeed, that 
he may not oblige me to take the whole business 
out of his hands, and appoint a commissary to 
purchase and supply; but in the last extremity 
only shall I resort to this step. 

The inhabitants of this whole country are now 
down with the prevailing disease of the camp— 
a thing which, according to them, has never be- 
fore occurred ; and the town is afflicted by bilious 
affections. 

1 am alarmed for our medical and hospital ex- 
penses; but I do not understand that a particle 
of either has yet arrived for the new levies, and, 
of course, I have no alternative but to submit to 
the requisitions of the surgeons; we shall not, how- 
ever, press your appropriations for this depart- 
ment, aithough the consumption of five or six 
hundred sick must be considerable. 

With perfect respect, &c. 

JAMES WILKINSON. 

Hon. W. Eustis, Sec. of War. 


1. 


City or WasHINGTON, 
Pay Office, April 10, 1810. 

Sir: In compliance with the requisition which 
you have communicated to me, as made to you 
by the committee of Congress, “whether the 
paymaster of the detachment of the Army of the 
United States, ordered for the defence of Orleans, 
had in his hands the funds necessary for the pay- 
ment of the troops,” I have the honor to state that 
from the best estimate I could form, the sum of 
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$250,000 appeared sufficient fur that object. for the 
year 1809; and that Lieutenant Simeon Knight, 
the district paymaster in that quarter, was fur- 
nished with $100,000 in the early part of that 

ear, on his bills in favor of the receiver of pub- 
lie moneys at Orleans ; that $100,000 were re- 
mitted him in July last, and received by him 
before the 7th of August; and he was, moreover, 
authorized, on the 14th of June last, to draw 
on me for $50,000—$40,000 of which he has since 
drawn for, which, 1 presume, he considered as 
sufficient to pay the troops in his district, to 
the 2ist of December last. 

In adition to the foregoing, he has authority to 
draw for $60,000, to commence the payment of 
the troops for the present year. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. BRENT, Pavmaster, U. S. A. 

Hon. Wo. Eustis, Sec. of War. 


K. 
War Department, April 4, 1810. 


Sir: In addition to the information which I 
had the honor to communicate, in person, to the 
committee, relative to the 3d head of inquiry, con- 
tained in your letter of the 19th of February, viz: 
“Whether the detachment, during the encamp- 
ment at Terre au Boeuf suffered, in any respect, 
for the want of regular and necessary supplies ?” 
I have the honor to state, that it appears, from 
the enclosed copy of a letter from the General, 
dated August 19, 1809, that much dissatisfaction 
existed in respect to the quality of the provisions 
furnished by the contractor; that the supply was 
not at all times regular, and that the difficulty of 
procuring fresh meat was almost insurmountable. 

These representations have been corroborated 
from other sources of intelligence. By the 2d 
article of the contract for supplying provisions to 
the troops, it is provided: * That it shall be in 
the option of the general, or officer commanding 
am army or a great military district, to direct 
when, and how often, fresh or salted meat shall 
be issued, by general orders, to be promulgated a 
reasonable time before that issue is to commence.” 

By the 4th article, “whenever, in the opinion 
of the commanding officer, the provisions offered 
to be issued are unsound, unfit for use, or of an un- 
merchantable quality, a survey shall be held there- 
on by two disinterested persons, one to be chosen 
by the commanding officer, and the other by the 
contractor, or his agent; and, in case of disagree- 
ment, a third person to be chosen by mutual con- 
sent, who shall have power to condemn such part 
of the provisions as to them may appear unfit for 
use.” If the contractor or his agent fail or ne- 
glect to appoint a person to inspect the provisions, 
after reasonable notice in writing, the command- 
ing officer may appoint such persons as he may 
think proper. 

The 5th article authorizes the commanding 

neral, “in case of absolute failure or deficiency 
in the quantity of provisions, contracted to be de- 
livered and issued,” to supply the deficiency by 
purchase, at the risk of the contractor. The 


power conferred by the last article was, in one 
instance, exercised ; that those granted by the 41) 
and 5th articles were not exercised, can be ae. 
counted for by this department, on the presump. 
tion only, that, in the opinion of the General, the 
country could not furnish the supplies. 

Complaints have also been made of a want of 
medicine and hospital stores. It appears from 
the enclosed extract of a letter from Mr. Linnard 
military agent at Philadelphia, of the 31st ultimo 

| that a stock of medical and hospital stores, for 

| two thousand men, for three months, which were 

| ordered for New Orleans by this department, jy 
December, 1808, arrived at their place of desting. 
tion on the 5th of April following, (at this period 
the whole of the additional foree had not reach. 
ed that place;) and that the brig North Star. 
which transported the clothing and the annual 
supply of medicine and hospital stores, for the 
new troops on that station, arrived on or about 
the 22d of August last. 

In addition to these supplies it appears, from 
the accounts of the military agent at New Orleans, 
rendered to the accountant of this department, 
that, between the months of March, 1809, an 
January, 1810, medical and hospital stores, and 
other articles for the use of the sick, were pur- 
chased, and paid for to the amount of $11,800. 
When to this it is added, that the agent was a 
all times subject to the order of the commanding 
officer, and bound to comply with his requisitions 
for all articles necessary, in his opinion, for the 
health and accommodation of the troops, the 
eauses of any alleged deficiencies are inexpli- 
cable by this department. 

With perfect consideration, &c. 

W. EUSTIS. 

Hon. Tuo. Newron, Chairman, &c. 


L No. 1, 


War Department, Dec. 23, 1808. 

Sir: Onaccount of the troops it will be proper 
for you to procure, and deliver, on the orders of 
the commanding officer, such articles as he may 
deem necessary for the public service. 

You will; at all times, charge all articles so 
delivered to the proper head of expenditure ; and 
to prevent any mistakes in your accounts, whet 
the orders to you are not so explicit as to enable 
you to decide under what head the article should 
be charged, you will request the commanding 
officer to give you such information as the case 
may require. You will advance no money eX 
cept for articles actually received, or for services 
performed. The expenditures should be as econ- 
omical as the good of the service will peruit. 
No articles will, I trust, be required of you but 
such as the nature‘and good of the service ac 
tually demand; such as workmen, and materials 
for fortifications for quarters ; transportation and 
other articles for barracks or camp, will be sent 
from this quarter to your care, as well as cannon 
and ammunition. Iam, &c. : 

H. DEARBORN. 


A. D. Apranams, New Orleans. 
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L No. 2. 


War Department, May 4, 1809. 
Sin: A. D. Abrahams, Esq. military agent for 


- the Southern department, being solicitous to re- 
© linquish that office, the President of the United 
- States has appointed you to succeed him; and, 
' should the Senate, at their next session, advise 


and consent to said appointment, you will be 
commissioned accordingly. 
Your office, as military agent, is considered as 


| a substitute for what has generally been called 
' a deputy quartermaster general; and your de- 


partment includes all the military posts within 


the Territory of Orleans, and in that part of the 


Mississippi Territory lying south of the 22d de- 
gree of north latitude, including all those on the 
Mobile and its waters. 

Before you enter on the duties of your agency, 
you will execute the enclosed bond, with two 


or more sufficient securities, and will take and 


subscribe the oath of office, and the oath pre- 


 seribed by the act, entitled “An act fixing the 
' Military Peace Establishment.” 


As soon as the 


' bond is duly executed, you will forward it, with 
» the oaths, to this department. 

' You will consider the assistant military agents, 
| and the quartermasters, whether brigade or regi- 
' mental, within your department, as under your 
- direction ; you will furnish them with funds, for 
which they will be accountable to you. They 


will correspond with, and make regular returns 
to you of all articles received by them, with 
proper vouchers for all deliveries and expendi- 
tures. They are not tomakeany purchases or ex- 
penditures, excepting what shall be absolutely 
necessary, without your particular direction. 

You will receive herewith a copy of the rules 
and articles of war for your government ; and of 
the regulations of this department; to which, as 
far as they regard your duties, and are not ineon- 
sistent with these instructions, you will, in all 
respects, conform. 

You will, with promptness, and in the most 
safeand economical manner, cause all military, 
medieal. and hospital stores, and all goods for 
Indians, which you may receive for transport- 
ation, to be forwarded to their respective desti- 
nations. 

You will procure, and deliver, on the order of 
the commanding officer in your department, such 
articles as he may deem necessary for the public 
service. You will, at all times, charge all ar- 
ticles so delivered to the proper head of expendi- 
tures; and to prevent any mistakes in your ac- 
counts, when the orders to you are not so explicit 
as to enable you to decide under what head the 
articles should be charged, you will request the 
commanding officer to give you such explanation 
asthe case may require. You will advance no 
money except as before directed, or for articles 
actually received, or for services performed. The 
expenditures should be as economical as the good 
of the service will permit. No article, it is pre- 
sumed, will be required of you, but such as the 
nature and good of the service actually demand. 
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Should it happen, however, at any time, that de- 
mands are made upon you toa large amount, 
the propriety of complying with which you may 
doubt, and where delay may not, in your judg- 
ment, prove injurious to the public interest, you 
are to consult this Department. 

If Mr. Cox, the Purveyor of Public Supplies, 
shall request you to purchase any articles which 
may be procured in your vicinity, at less expense 
than at Philadelphia, you will please to make 
such purchases, he furnishing you with the money. 

In addition to the duties of military agent, you 
will procure such materials, and hire such labor- 
ers and mechanics, as may be required of you by 
the engineer, for erecting, completing, and repair- 
ing such works as have, or may be ordered for 
the defence and protection of New Orleans and 
its vicinity. Your accounts, for expenditures 
under this head, you will keep in conformity 
with the enclosed instruction from the accountant 
of this department. 

You will be allowed one clerk for your office 
of military agent, at the rate of $750 per annum. 

For your services, as agent for fortifications, 
you will receive a reasonable commission on the 
moneys necessarily expended in the performance 
of its duties. 

You will, from time to time, seasonably trans- 
mit to this department estimates of the moneys 
that may be required to meet the expenditures in 
your agencies ; on the recept of which the requi- 
site funds will be ordered to your credit in the 
office of discount and deposite at New Orleans. 

Should you accept of the military agency for 
the Southern department, you will please to pro- 
ceed to New Orleans without delay, and there 
take upon yourself the duties of your appointment. 
Major Pike, the acting military agent, is instruct- 
ed, by the enclosed letter, to deliver to you all 
the publie papers, documents, and property, in 
his possession, and to pay over to you the balance 
of public moneys remaining in his hands, which 
you will please to receive, giving him your du- 
plicate receipts for the same. I am, &c 

W. EUSTIS. 

A. McCu.tocs, Esq. 


L No. 3. 


War DepartMent, April 16, 1810. 

Sir: In compliance with your request, made 
this morning, I have the honor herewith to trans- 
mit No. 1, a copy of the instructions given to Mr. 
A. D. Abrahams, military agent at New Orleans, 
dated December 12, 1808. 

On the resignation of Mr. Abrahams, Mr. An- 
drew McCulloch was appointed to sueceed him, 
under instructions, a copy of which, No. 2, is 
herewith enclosed, bearing date May 4. 1809. 
Mr. McCulloch died in a few days after his arri- 
val, on which Major Zebulon M. Pike, of the 6th 
regiment, was appointed by General Wilkinson 
as successor to Mr. McCulloch, and continued to 
discharge the duties of that office, under the in- 
structions given to Mr. McCulloch, until after 
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the removal of the troups from the encampment | In May, for 60 sheets, at 6 dollars each ; 


at Terre au Beeuf. 

Representation being made by the accountant 
of this department, that many articles in the ac- 
counts rendered by Mr. A. D, Abrahams, the mili- 
tary agent, were charged at extravagant prices, 
the necessity of some of which did not appear, 
and the prices of others being exorbitant, the mili- 
tary agent was informed, on the 10th of August 
last, that he was not authorized to comply with 
such requisitions in future. This is the only 
limitation of the instructions before mentioned, 
which has been made by this department. 

It appears, from the instructions to Mr. Me- 
Culloch, that he was required to render, from 
time to time, to this department, estimates of the 
probable expenditures in his agency ; on the re- 
ceipt of which, moneys were to be ordered to his 
credit in the office of discount and deposite at 
New Orleans. In practice, this arrangement was 
found inconvenient, and not calculated to meet 
occurring emergencies. Themilitary agent there- 
fore continued to draw bills on this department, 
which were regularly paid on being presented. 

The enclosed statement will exhibit their 
amount for the year 1809, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. EUSTIS. 

Hon. Tuo. Newron, Chairman &c. 





L No. 4. 


War Department, 
Accountant’s Office, April 16, 1810. 
Amount of disbursements in the quartermaster’s, 
and medical and hospital departments, made 
by A. D. Abrahams, military agent, on account 
of that part of the Army stationed at Orleans 
and in its vicinity, between the Ist of January 
and the 20th of July, 1809, including payments 
made for the charter of a part of the vessels 
employed to transport the troops to 
that place - - - = +-$55,188 43 
Estimate of disbursements, made by 
Major Pike, on same account, from 
the 21st July, to 3lst of December, 
ee. 8 Se Se Ce re oe 


$82,663 16 
Note.—The above sums embrace no part of 
the expenditures made on account of the fortifi- 


cations erecting at Orleans. 
WM. SIMMONS. 








L No. 5. 


Amount of disbursements made by A. D. Abrahams, 
Military Agent at New Orleans, in the medical and 
hospital department, between the Ist of April and 

of July, 1809. 

In April, for 135 dollars and 68 cents’ worth of 
medicine ; for 14 bed sacks, at six dollars each ; 
7 pair of blankets, at 5 dollars each; 2 water 
buckets, at 5 dollars each ; 22 pair of sheets, at 
54 dollars each; and other articles; amount- 
ing together to - - - - $517 93 








95 musquito bars, at, 44 and 7 dol- 
lars each ; a bathing tub, at 12 dol- 
lars; 16 dozen fowls, at 74 dollars 
per dozen; 44 dozen eggs, at 31} 
cents per dozen; a pigeon, at 2 dol- 
lars; and sundry small articles; 
amountingtogetherto - - — - 
And also 20 bunks at $34 each. 
In June, for 6 barrels of Indian meal, 
at 34 dollars each ; 21 lbs. tea, at 14 
dollars each ; 1 dozen towels, 15 dol- 
lars; 4 foot mats, at 3 dollars and 50 
cents each ; 2 dozen port wine, at 12 
dollars each ; 3 dozen porter, at 43 
dollars each; 5 gallons Madeira 
wine, 5 dollars each; 30 gallons 
Sherry wine, at 2 and 24 dollars 
each ; 11 dozen fowls, at 74 dollars 
each ; 66 dozen eggs, at 314 cents ; 
32 gallons milk, at 56 cents each; 
molasses, vinegar, sugar, coffee, and 
sundry small articles, washing for 
the hospital, &c. amounting togeth- 
PAGE: FOR ey hg TE 
In July, for services of a nurse; for 
washing; for 9 dozen porter, at 5 
dollars; 14 dozen fowls, at 7 dollars 
per dozen; 60 dozen eggs, at 37} 
cents; 60 gallons milk, at 56 cents; 
molasses, sugar, rice, butter, coffee, 
glauber salts, a large syringe, jalap, 
antimonial wine, and sundry small 
articles; amounting togetherto - 
$3,087 92 


——— 


665 23 


579 52 








L No. 6. 
Abstract of disbursements made by Major Z. M. 
Pike, acting Military Agent, in the Medical and 
Hospital Department, between September and 
21st December, 1809. 
Payments made to the 30th of September, 1309 
or 1,136 dollars and 41 cents worth of medi- 
cine, purchased between the Ist of April and 
30th of September, 1809; for 605 ibs. of mut- 
ton, purchased in July and August, 1809, at 
18% ets. per lb. ; for washing in September ; for 
100 lbs. mutton in September; for vegeta- 
bles, sugar, milk, salt, coffee, hay, and other 
small articlesin September, amounting together 
LOiosns (8. Garg topesa op ioune vel 407 82 
Payments in October, for 1,000 dollars 
worth of medicine, furnished in 
July, August, and September; for 
sheep, at four dollars; for calves, at 
nine dollars; for wood, vegeta- 
bles, every kind of groceries, milk, 
egg, fowls, meat, butter, lard, crack- 
ers, hay, and a great variety of 
small articles, between July and the 
31st of October, 1809, corresponding 
in price with the purchases of Mr. 
Abrahams, and amounting to - 





4,535 71 
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' Payments in November, for 138. dol- 
lars’ worth of medicine; for wash- 
ing ; for meat, vegetables, and gro- 
ceries of all kinds, amounting toge- 
(EP te feelers fenifosee py arte 

Payments in December, for services of 
nurses and attendants; for 105 dol- 
lars and 95 cents worth of medicine; 
and for a variety of groceries, 
amounting together to - - - 


$8,721 11 





964 98 


722 60 








L. No. 7. 

Item of articles, with their prices, which appeared ob- 
jectionable in the account of the Military Agent at 
New Orleans. 

May—16 dozen fowls, seven dollars and 50 cents 
per dozen - wren - - $120 00 


44 dozen eggs, 314 cents per dozen - 13 75 
June—1 dozen towels - - - 15 00 
4 foot mats, 3 dollars and 50 cents each 14 00 
_ 2dozen port wine, 12 dollars perdozen 24 00 
_3 do. porter, 4 dollars and 50 cents 
f perdozen- - - - - - 13 50 
' 5 gallons Madeira wine, 5 dollars per 
' gallon Pore ee ee are ae 
| 11 dozen fowls, 7 dollars and 50 cents 
perdogen’ > ~~ ‘= ‘5 ‘s' © 5° 6210 
| 66 dozen eggs, 314 cents per dozen - 20 62} 
- July—9 dozen porter, 5 dollars perdozen 45 00 
_ 14 dozen fowls, 7 dollars per dozen - 98 00 
| 60 do. eggs, 374 cents per dozen - 22 50 





M No. 1. 
Extract of a letter from William Linnard, Esquire, 
Military Agent, to the Secretary of War, dated 
PaitapeLpenia, March 31, 1810. 
“ Your favor of the 28th inst. has been 
In answer to your inquiries, I have 


Sir: 
received. 


the honor to state, that the medicine and hospital 


stores, shipped on board the schooner Hillman, 
were those ordered on the 26th of December, 
1808; three months’ stock for 2,000 men. The 
-schooner sailed from Philadelphia, the 7th of 
January, 1809. The day she sailed, the frost set 
in extremely severe, and so much ice was made 
ia the course of the night, the captain was oblig- 
ed to make a harbor, where she remained all 
winter; she sailed again on the 6th of March, 
and arrived at New Orleans the 5th of April, and 
delivered the stores the 7th and 8th. 
“The brig North Star sailed from Philadel- 
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the Army of the United States, ordered for the 
defence of New Orleans, had in his hands the 
funds necessary forthe payment of the troops ?” 
I beg leave to refer them to the enclosed state- 
ment of this date, from the paymaster of the 
Army. 

In answer to your other inquiry of the 9th 
instant, I have the honor to state, for the informa- 
tion of the committee, that the brig North Star, 
which transported the clothing for that detach- 
ment, appears (from the extract of Mr. Linnard’s 
letter now before the committee, to have sailed 
from Philadelphia on the 6th of July, 1809, and 
to have arrived at New Orleans, on or about the 
22d of August following, which was within 
twelve months of the time that the men of that 
detachment had generally received their clothing 
for the preceding year. 

With perfect consideration, I am, sir, your 
obedient servant, W. EUSTIS. 

Hon. T. Newron, Chairman, €c. 





Depositions. 


No. 1. 
Esaias Preble’s deposition, March 16, 1810. 


Esaias Preble, of the United States’ regiment 
of artillerists, depeseth, that, about the last of 
April, 1809, a detachment of the United States’ 
troops, under the command of Captain Peter, at- 
tached to different regiments, descended the river 
Mississippi for New Orleans ; they halted at Fort 
Adams, at which place I was stationed: at that 
time they appeared to be young, able for any 
duty, and well clothed. A number of smaller 
detachments afterward passed down said river in 
a similar situation. 

About the middle of October following, that 
part of the additional army that had been sta- 
tioned in the neighborhood of New Orleans, halt- 
ed at Fort Adams, on their way up the river for 
Washington, Mississippi Territory, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Beall. After 
being encamped two or more days on the bank of 
the river, a party, consisting of one hundred and 
twenty non-commissioned officers and privates, 
from the regiment of light artillery, light dra- 
goons, 3d, 5th, and 7th regiments of infantry, and 
regiment of riflemen, was sent into Fort Adams 
and buildings attached to thefort. On, or about 
the 23d of October, 1809, I was directed by the 
commanding officer of the post, to take charge of 
said troops, and report their situation. I applied 


phia the 6th of July, 1809, had a long passage, | to Doctor Thruston, the surgeon of the 7th in- 
arrived at New Orleans about the 22d of August, | faniry, in whose charge they were left, and the 
and delivered the stores in three days after her | only officer left with them, for a list of said men. 
arrival. Anxious to send the goods by this ves-|] then made an examination, and found seven- 
sel, the only one in port destined for that place, [| teen had died; the residue, except twenty, were 
detained her six days waiting for the clothing ;| very sick ; eight or ten were in an open room in 
the last was put on board the day she sailed.” which they could have no fire, some of them no 
blanket, and almost naked; and all, with one or 

M. No. 2. two exceptions, extremely dirty. The last of 

War Department, April 10,1810. | November following, fourteen more of the said 

_ Str: In reply to the inquiry of the committee, | troops were left sick at Fort Adams, which, to- 
“whether the paymaster of that detachment of | gether with those left in October, amounted to 
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one hundred and thirty-four, from which sixty- 
eight died at said fort. 

During the last three years, there have. been 
moored at Fort Adams, from eight to eighteen 
boats, that would carry, on an average, thirty 
men, public property, under the direction of the 
commanding officer of the post. In August. 
1809, eight or ten of said boats were dispatched 
to New Orleans, one of which sunk on its pas- 
sage. During the last year, from the company 
stationed at Fort Adams, not more than five men 
died: from seven companies of the 2d regiment 
of infantry stationed at Columbian Springs, not 
more than eight men died the last year. 

In the vicinity of Fort Adams and Columbian 
Springs, beef, poultry, butter,eggs. and vegetables, 
such as the country produces, may be obtained at 
any season of the year. During my residencein the 
Army, clothing for the troops has been forwarded 
to the commanding officers of the companies six 
months in advance, and issued to the troops in 
the same manner. The clothing for the compa- 
nies at Fort Adams and Columbian Springs ar- 
rived at the said fort by the way of New Orleans, 
in July, 1809, E. PREBLE. 


March 16, 1810, sworn to before me, 
S. H. SMITH. 


No. 2. 


Deposition of William D. Beall, Lieutenant Colonel 
of the 5th infantry of the Army of the United 
States, taken by the committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, appointed to in- 
quire into the cause or causes of the great mortality 
in that detachment of the Army of the United States 
ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


I arrived at Camp, Terre au Boeuf. 12 or 15 
miles below. New Orleans, on the river Missis- 
sippi, on the 12th of June, 1809. 

he troops were regularly encamped in tents, 
in two lines, covering ground about 800 yards in 
length, and 75 in depth, (the depth of the en- 
campment was about 175 yards.) The tents, 
after a while, were raised and floored with plank 
taken from the Kentucky boats which were used 
to transport the army from Orleans. The ground 
was low, as is the case of all in the vicinity of 
New Orleans, and particularly after rain, wet, 
and a part being cleared of the bushes, weeds, 
&c. by the troops, was muddy, and the back part, 
during the wet season, a little marshy. To rem- 
edy the disadvantage of such ground, ditches 
were cut in every direction ; indeed, every pre- 
caution was taken to render the camp comforta- 
able; the General seeming to have an eye to 
every circumstance, being absent from the camp 
not more than six or eight days from the 12th of 
June to 10th of September following. Little ar- 
bors, covered with palmetto, were erecied at the 
necessary distance from each other, on the line 
of sentinels, that each man, in his place, might be 
screened from the piercing rays of the sun, and 
sheltered from the rain; and these arbors were also 
erected from right to left of the line between the 


——— 


front and rear, that the men might sit and mess 
in comfort and cleanliness. A ditch was dyo 
parallel with the encampment, in the rear, 1, 
afford a dry walk to the sentinels, and on which 
to erect the before-mentioned arbors. 

I do not think half the ground used for the 
camp was cleared by the troops; this must haye 
been an advantage to the proprietor, but I rather 
apprehend the ditches were a disadvantage. 

A tolerable large hospital was erected of ma. 
terials partly from the boats before mentioned. 
and’ partly from the neighboring woods, int 
which the most reduced men were put. under 
the care of a very attentive and experienced sur. 
geon: some of the sick, as occasion required, 
were sent to the hospital at Orleans; the vessoe| 
containing medicine and hospital stores not arri- 
ving until August, as the want of these articles 
occurred, the General directed them to be pro- 
cured at Orleans, as also poultry, to. be given to 
the men most in need, at the discretion of the 
surgeons, but the supply of this last article was 
not regular. A captain of the line, (Captain 
Dale,) of medical profession, was ordered to pro- 
cure medicine, and take upon himself the usual 
duties of a surgeon. 

Strict attention to the sick, and their accom- 
dation, was enjoined on the officers; care taken 
to separate those ill from the duty men, and a 
police officer daily appointed to scrutinize into 
the regularity of the camp, and the quality of 
the provision, and to report every defect, neglect, 


or impropriety. 

Provisions of flour, or bread, and pork, were 
regularly supplied, and, after a little time, beef; 
and when these were bad, remonstrances, protests, 
and condemnation were resorted to; and, in one 
instance, a purchase of 100 barrels of flour was 


made by the General. Flour,in the Southern 
country, is apt to sour, and, ata certain season, 
it is difficult to get good. 

On the 4th of July, a general review was made, 
and the troops fired and performed some evolu- 
tions tolerably well; after this, symptoms of mu- 
tiny were manifested, not by an assembling of 
men, but a secret preparing for such an event, 
and a threat, which was overheard by some 0! 
the more orderly men, reported. There appeared 
much dissatisfaction among many of the men, 
and sume officers, proceeding, as I supposed, from 
theencampment. An expectation that this army 
would be discharged by the extra session 0! 
Congress, being disappointed, I presume, served 
to heighten discontent. 

There being no regular established armory 0 
armorers, some of the arms were useless !or 
want of repair; these, together with those of the 
sick and dead men, were delivered to the brigade 
quartermaster, except some instances where the 
officers chose to pack them themselves, were 
packed in boxes, and either transported with the 
troops, or deposited in New Orleans. 

The boats employed in conveying the troops 
and baggage up the river were four gunboats, 
carrying about forty men each, four keel boais. 
borrowed of the inhabitants of New Orleans, and 
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nine out of eleven brought down from Fort 
Adams, and repaired by the troops; one quarter- 
master’s boat, and one contractor’s, attending the 
movement. | 
Previous to the embarkation, three companies, 


- of the 6th infantry, under the command of Major 


Pike, were ordered to the garrison of Orleans, 


_ and between the Ist and 12th of September, the 


army embarked, and, making some delay nearly 
opposite the city, owing, I think, very probably, | 
to a defect in one of the artillery boats, proceed- 
ed, on the 23d, up the river, under the command 
of Major Backus. of the light dragoons. I had 
been taken sick about the 5th of September, and | 
was moved up to Orleans the 10th, and, recover- 
ing sufficient strength, followed the army, and 
reached the troops about fifty miles up the river, 
and, after two or three days, took command, the 
General being ill in Orleans. Every preparation 
for this movement was made, which the General 
could command, or thought sufficient, and yet 
the sufferings were such as would excite pity in | 
the most callous heart. The men, unable to | 
bear fatigue, had been left at Orleans ; those able, 
were marched on the river bank, while the boats, 
with the weaker part, managed by able men, 
under the direction of officers, ascended from 
eight to fifteen miles a day, as the wind and cur- 
rent would permit, to the best ground to be found 
for the accommodation of acamp. Sickness and 
deaths increasing as we progressed, a consulta- 
tion of the surgeons and officers was held: the 
surgeons declared it useless to administer medi- 
cine in the unsettled state of the troops, and the 
officers urging all reasonable haste to a place of 
rest, where the skill of the physician, and effect 
of the medicine, might have a fair trial. Under 
these impressions, two hospitals were established, 
one at Point Coupee, and one at Fort Adams, 
where the weakest of the men were left, under 
the care of surgeons, guards, and attendants, with 
medicines, and hospital stores. and provisions. 
The loss of men in the time of this movement, 
(from the Ist to the 12th September, to the 31st 
of Oetober,) including the two hospitals, was 
near three hundred deaths, and some desertions. 

As the boats arrived at Natchez, carriages 
were procurred to move the sick and baggage to 
the intended cantonment, near the town of Wash- 
ington, and now, the men a little rested from 
their late unexampled fatigue, began to clean 
their arms, rendered rusty from the unavoidable 
neglect of them while on the march, and the ne- 
cessary tools being provided, the effective men, 
joined by those most able of the convalescents, 
under the superintendence of their officers, began 
to erect huts on the ground chosen by the Gen- 
eral, a place healthy, elegant, and convenient to 
springs of fine water. 

My knowledge of the country about Orleans is 
very limited, but I am of opinion the ground at 
Terre au Beeuf was as eligible for a camp as any 
in the vicinity of the city. Of the propriety of 
continuing in the vicinity of Orleans for defence, 
it does not become me to speak, not having the in- 
formation which suggested the measure. 
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I doubt not the low situation of the ground 
about Orleans contributed to the mortality of the 
troops, but it is not improbable but the higher 
ground would have proved fatal too; for itisa 
remark, very generally received, that Northern 
constitutions undergo sickness, more or less, when 
subject to a fixed residence in a climate so South- 
ern; and to this may be added, an almost uni- 
versal acknowledgment, that the year 1809 was 
much more sickly than any for many years. 

When I leit the army at Washington, about 
the 27th of November, I thought the men were 
recovering in a good degree. 

The clothing was delivered out to the officers 
commanding companies, on our arrival at Wash- 
ington, and, in necessary cases, the men were 
supplied, but generally, I think, it was judged 
best to retain it till the dirty and fatiguing job of 
building was accomplished. 

I conjectured, from some expressions in one of 
the General’s letters to the Secretary of War, 
that an order for removing the camp had been 
given; but where to I did not understand. 
Wasuincton County, ss: 

Be it remembered, that, on this 21st day of 
March, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of 
the peace for said county, appeared William D. 
Beall, and made oath, in due form of law, that 
the above and foregoing facts, as stated, are just 
and true, to the best of his knowledge. 


DANIEL RAPINE. 


No. 3. 


Deposition of Doctor Alexander Macauley, March 
21, 1810. 


In respect to the local situation of the camp at 
Terre au Beuf, I believe it to be more healthy 
than the city of New Orleans, as I knew several 
officers and soldiers, who came from camp to 
town, get sick after being a short time in the 
latter. I have also been told by a respectable in- 
habitant of that neighborhood, that Terre au 
Bauf was reported the most healthy country in 
the vicinity of New Orleans. In regard to the 
mortality of the troops, it may be observed, that 
new soldiers are apt to sicken, when first em- 
bodied, although in much healthier situations ; 
that a large portion of the troops were sick be- 
fore the army moved from New Orleans; that 
many of those who are enlisted are of debauched 
habits, and weakened constitutions, and that such 
constitutions are little able to resist the violent 
attacks of the diseases on the Lower Mississippi, 
where the most robust habits so frequently sink ; 
also, that the mortality amongst the citizens was 
very great; and I have been informed by those 
who had resided in that country for ten years, 
that they had never before witnessed such a fatal 
season. The General had issued orders author- 
izing Doctors Spencer and Claude to make re- 
quisitions on the military agent for proper aec- 
commodations and necessaries for the sick, under 
which orders, the sick in the hospital in New 
Orleans, where I was, received such articles as 
could render them comfortable, and conduce to 











their recovery. | was stationed at New Orleans, 
and only visited the camp occasionally ; but from 
what I have heard of the mortality at camp, I 
do believe that the army would have lost as 
many, if not more men, had they remained in 
New Orleans, and I thought the situation of the 
camp at Terre au Beuf as good as I had ever 
seen in that country; and from what I have 
heard, I do not suppose a better could have been 
selected on the territory of the United States, 
within one hundred and fifty miles of New Or- 
leans. As far as I have been able to observe the 
conduct of General Wilkinson, I have ever thought 
him actuated by a zeal for the welfare of the 
army, and promotion of the public service; and 
I have frequently witnessed his humanity and 
attention to sick officers, in having them removed 
to his own quarters until they were out of danger. 
I certify that the foregoing statement is cor- 
rect, according to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. A. MACAULEY. 





Deposition of Doctor Alexander Macauley, March 
22, 1810. 


In addition to my deposition of yesterday, I 
must state, that considerable supplies of medi- 
cines and hospital stores were purchased at New 
Orleans, from time to time, as well for the use 
of the sick in the city, as fur those at camp at 
Terre au Beuf; and never, to my knowledge, 
did any difficulty exist as to procuring them. 
Also, that a considerable supply of hospital stores 
and medicines arrived from the United States (I 
think) in the month of August, and that Doctors 
Spencer and Claude divided them: according to 
the best of my recollection, Doctor Claude took 
four-fifths for the use of the troops who ascended 
the river, and Doctor Spencer the other fifth, for 
the use of the troops at New Orleans, and in the 
general hospital at that place. The supply con- 
sisted of several large pipes and casks (or hogs- 
heads) of wine, brandy, molasses, &c., and boxes, 
&c.,of medicine. This division took place about 
the time of the removal of the troops from the 
camp below New Orleans, and the medicines, 
stores, &c., alluded to above, were embarked on 
board of the boats which ascended by or from 
New Orleans. The facts above are true, accord- 
ing to the best of my memory and belief. 

A. MACAULEY. 


Wasurineoton City, March 22d, 1810. 
Sworn to before me, this 22d day of March, 
1810. W. THORNTON. 





No. 4. 

Deposition of Major Electus Backus, of the Army of 
the United States, taken by the committee ap- 
pointed by the House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States to inquire into the cause or causes of the 
great mortality in that detachment of the Army of 
the United States ordered for the defence of New 
Orleans. 


I arrived in New Orleans about the tenth of 
May, 1809, at which place I found that General 
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Wilkinson, and most of the troops destined ty 
that station, had arrived. 

In the beginning of the month of June, the 
troops were ordered to leave New Orleans, ani 
to proceed down the river to Terre au Bou 
where they were directed to encamp. At thi; 
time the waters of the Mississippi were so high 
that at many places it was overflowing the levee. 
which rendered the ground of our encampment we: 
and muddy; and was so surrounded with marshes 
and swamps, as to render it an ineligible place 
for an encampment. The duty and labor re. 
quired to put the place in order was tvo great (o 
be endured in so hot a climate. 

The lands on which the troops encamped be. 
longed to Mr. Lasuse, to whom the Brigade 
Quartermaster informed me he had paid severa| 
hundred dollars, after the removal of the army, 
for the use of the lands, house rent, pasturage, 
and firewood; and that no allowance was made 
for any improvements made on the lands by the 
army, and that he had sold the buildings erected 
on the place for the benefit of the United States, 

In the month of July, General Wilkinson be- 
came alarmed at some improper expressions drop- 
ping from some of the soldiers, which, on exani- 
nation, appeared to have been uttered from a 
belief that the sickness and deaths the army had 
experienced was to be attributed to the local 

sition of the camp, and to the unremitted 
atigues and hardships they were compelled to 
endure. 

The police of the camp was well attended to, 
and great exertions made use of to keep it clean, 
until the sickness of the soldiers became so gen- 
eral as to render it impracticable. 

The provisions were such, in particular the 
flour, that medical men declared it sufficient to 
injure the health of, and destroy the soldier, in- 
dependent of any other cause. 

he soldiers were from four to six mouths 
without their pay, (which they are entitled to 
every two months.) This put it out of their 
power to purchase fowls or vegetables, which 
would have contributed much to their comfort, 
particularly when sickly. The reasons assigned 


for their not being paid were various; one of 


which was, that the paymaster of the district did 
not consider it his duty to go from New Orleans 
to pay the troops, and there being no paymasters 
to many of the regiments, payments could not be 
made; and one cause assigned by General Wil- 
kinson was, that if the men were paid off before 
they ascended the river, many would desert. 
The want of clothing was so great that many 
of the soldiers were almost naked; this was 
owing tothe new clothing not arriving until a 
short time before the army moved up the river, 
and was not delivered to the company officers 
until after they had arrived at Washington, Mis- 
sissippi Territory. Medicines and medical men 
some of the regiments were at times destitute of, 
in consequence of which many of the soldiers 
perished without having received but little, ifany, 
medical assistance. 
When the troops took the field in the month 
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of June, they were well provided with tents, but 
the frequent rains to which they were exposed 
soon rendered them but a miserable shelter either 
against the effects of the rain or sun. A few of 
the most dangerous cases of the sick were at first 

ut in tents pitched in the rear of their respect- 
ive regiments, but before we left the encampment, 


_ the increase of sickness was so great that it was 


impossible (situated as we were) to separate the 


sick from the well, and they were to be found, 
more or less, in every tent in the line. 


In consequence of the sickness and deaths of 


_ the soldiers, the arms and accoutrements belong- 
_ ing to them were much injured, and in some in- 
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stances lost, owing to there being no place in 
which they could be sheltered from the weather. 

Shelters were erected to cover the sentinels 
from the rays of the sun and frequent showers of 
rain, but were not completed until the month of 
August, prior to which time the soldiers suffered 


_ much for the want of them. About the first of 
_ September, orders were issued for the troops to 


prepare to embark on board of boats and other 
cralt for Natchez, in the Mississippi Territory. 
The public boats were collected from different 
quarters and repaired, some of which, proving 
unfit for service, were turned in, and private 
boats taken, which the owners were glad of an 
eppaeineity of getting conveyed to Natchez free 
of charges, and others might have been obtained 
onthe same terms. Nothing could have exceed- 
ed the joy expressed by the soldiers on this ocea- 
sion : it seemed for a time to relieve the drooping 
spirits of those who were, to appearance, past all 
hopes of recovery. 

At the time the troops commenced their march, 
General Wilkinson became so indisposed that he 
could not proceed with them, and remained at 
New Orleans. I being the only field officer with 
the troops, the command of them devolved upon 
me; in which command I continued until the 
army arrived nearly opposite West Florida. Be- 
tween the 20th and 31st of October, the troops 
arrived at Natchez, leaving upwards of one hun- 
dred of their sick at Point Coupee, and many 
others at Fort Adams, at both of which places 


_ the greater part died. After the army arrived at 


their place of destination, the weather became 

cool, and those that were in a lowstate of health 

died, and the remainder became convalescent. 
The troops were much relieved at this place 


_ by a plentiful market, both in fresh provisions 
_ and vegetables, which sold one hundred per cent. 
_ cheaper than in New Orleans, or its Territory. 


The inhabitants of Washington and its vicinity 
received the army with much affection, and 
treated them with more attention and friendship 
than they had hitherto experienced on that South- 
ern station. The complaints of the officers did 
not differ from that of the men, except the 
scurvy. 

A supply of fresh provisions and vegetables 
were not to be procured in the neighborhood of 
the camp at Terre au Boeuf, or not short of the 
New Orleans market. 

Question. Could boats have been procured at 
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New Orleans sufficient to convey the troops to 
Fort Adams or Natchez at any time between the 
14th of June and the 10th of September ? 

Answer. I think they could. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions, 
particularly the flour, with which the Army were 
supplied during the encampment at Terre au 
Beuf ? 

A. Bad, generally, particularly the flour, which 
was frequently sour, mouldy, in lumps, and some- 
times full of bugs and worms. 

Q. Was the Army in a sickly state at the time 
of removal from New Orleans to Terre au Beuf, 
and were the sick removed ? 

A. There was some sickness. Those who were 
most ill were left in the hospital at New Orleans. 

Q. Do you believe that at the time the troops 
were using the bad provisions a sufficient pots 
of good and wholesome provisions could have 
been procured at New Orleans? 

A. I believe they could. The General did 
procure one hundred barrels of good flour for 
the Army. 

Q. What proportion of the Army were gene- 
rally ordered on fatigue duty ? 

A. One-half of those in health were generally 
on fatigue duty. Sometimes it was necessary to 
take men who were not in health to furnish the 
details of guard duty. 

Q. At what time did the fatigue duty cease? 

A. Not until the latter part of August. 

Q. What kind of labor were the last fatigue 
parties engaged in? 

A. Building guard-houses, shelters for the sen- 
tries, and clearing the ground. 

Q. During how long a period were the men 
obliged to sleep on the ground ? 

A. Many of them from three to four weeks; 
during which time, there being no straw, they 
had but a single blanket and such palmetto leaves 
as they could collect to keep them from the 
damp ground, after which the tents were gene- 
rally floored with boards from the boats which 
had conveyed the troops from New Orleans. 

Q. At what time was it first known in the 
camp that orders had been received for the re- 
moval of the Army ? 

A. Sometime in the month of August. 

Q. What other inconveniences besides those 
specified in the deposition were experienced in 
the encampment at Terre au Beuf? 

A. The troops experienced great annoyance 
from the innumerable quantity of mosquitoes, 
which were particularly afflicting to the sick. 
They suffered also very much from the continual 
rains, 

Q. Were you not informed by the Paymaster 
that he had sufficient funds in his hands to pay 
off the men? 

A. I was informed by Mr. Knight that he had 
the funds, and that, if the men would stop oppo- 
site New Orleans on their way up the river, he 
would pay them off. 

Q. Did you not halt opposite New Orleans, 
and make application for that purpose ? 

A. The troops halted there three days, and I 
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spoke to General Wilkinson on the subject: he 
replied that the men could not be paid, as, if they 
were paid off, they would desert. 

Q. Was there an acting military agent at New 
Orleans at the time the troops were there on their 
— up the river? 

. I believe the Brigade Quartermaster did 
that duty. 

Q. Were you provided with funds to defray 
incidental expenses in conveying the troops up 
to Natchez ? 

A. We were not. General Wilkinson directed 
me to take the Army up the river, informing me, 
at the same time, that there was not a dollar in 
the Quartermaster’s Department to defray any 
extra expenses; that I must take them as they 
were. Qn our arrival at Point Coupee an hos- 
pital was formed, and about one hundred of the 
sick left there. There being no necessary sup- 
oo to leave with them, a subscription was made 

y the officers, and upwards of one hundred dol- 
lars raised and left with the surgeon, for the pur- 
pose of supplying the sick with those articles 
of which they stood in need, such as fowls, vege- 
tables, &c. . 

Q. Did General Wilkinson consult any of his 
officers in selecting Terre au Beeuf as the place 
of encampment ? 

A. Colonel Smith and some other officers went 
down with General Wilkinson to see Terre au 
Beeuf, but I cannot say how far he consulted 
them. 

Q. Was there dissatisfaction among the offi- 
cers and men at Terre au Beeuf, and from what 
cause did it arise ? 

A. There was. It appeared to arise from the 
unhealthiness of the place, the sufferings of the 
troops, and the badness of the supplies. Many 
of the officers signed a petition in the month of 
July to the General, to remove the Army, which 
was withheld in consequence of his disapproving 
of it, and declaring he would not remove the 
troops until he received orders so to do. 

Q. When you mention that the last fatigue 
parties were employed in clearing up the ground, 
in what manner were they so employed ? 

A. In smoothing the ground by taking -up 
stumps, and filling up holes and ditches. 

Q. What quantity of wood land was cleared 
by the troops ? 

A. I should judge that there were between 
twenty and thirty acres of new land cleared by 
them. 


Wasuineron Counry, ss. 


On this 5th day of April, 1810, before,the sub- 
scriber, a justice of the peace for said county, ap- 
peared Electus Backus, aud made oath, in due 
form of law, that the facts stated in the foregoing 
instrument of writing, which came within his 
personal knowledge, are true, and those related 
from the information of others he believes to 
be true. 

Sworn before me, 
DANIEL RAPINE. 
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No. 5. 


Examination of Captain George Peter, before the com. 


mittee appointed “ to inquire into the cause or causes 
of the mortality in that detachment of the Army or. 
dered for the defence of New Orleans,” taken April 
9, 1810. 


Question. At what time did you arrive at New 


Orleans. 


Answer. I think it was between the 26th and 


28th of March, 1809, that I arrived there with 
five companies. 


Q. What was the condition of the Army dur- 


ing their stay in New Orleans, both as it respects 
their health and accommodations ? 


A. A part of the troops were quartered in the 


barracks, a part in the fauxbourg St. Mary, and 
a part in the city. 
creased daily during their stay, which I attrib- 


The number of the sick in- 


uted to their intemperance, to the badness of their 
rovisions, and to the want of discipline and su- 
ordination. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions 
with which the troops were supplied ? 

A. Of the most inferior kinds, of every deserip- 
tion: the bread musty, the fresh beef so poor that 
it was not fit to be issued, and the pork rusty. | 
have frequently known the troops to throw the 
pork away. ‘The complaints respecting the pro- 
visions were so frequent that I made a represent- 


ation to General Wilkinson on the subject. He 


informed me that he would take measures to 
have better provisions provided; but during my 
stay I saw little or co improvement. 

Q. What appeared to be the most prevalent 
diseases during the stay of the troops in New 
Orleans? 

A. The dysentery, but not of a very malig- 
nant nature, and fevers. Of the corps of light 
artillery I believe only two men died during their 
stay in New Orleans. 

Q. To what cause or causes did you attribute 
the want of discipline and subordination to which 
you have alluded? ' 

A. To the dispersed situation of the troops in 
the city of New Orleans, and the impossibility 0! 
keeping them within proper bounds. 

Q. Is it your opinion that, on the arrival of the 
troops and during their stay at New Orleans, 
such a disposition of them could have been made 
as would have been more favorable to discipline 
and subordination, and without incurring any 
additional expense ? 

A. Ithink a greater number of the troops migh' 
have been quartered in the barracks, and the re- 
mainder in the fauxbourg of St. Mary, whic 
would have enabled the officers to have kept thei: 
men in better order, but would not have curtailed 
the expenses much: or, if the troops had beeu 
encamped on the plains of the fauxbourg 5. 
Mary, with proper flooring to their tents, the offi 
cers would have had an opportunity of keeping 
up subordination and discipline, preventing 10- 
temperance, and would have saved to the Gov- 
ernment a prodigious expense. . 

Q. Is it your opinion that the encampment 0: 
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the troops, agreeably to your last suggestion, 
would have been equally, or more eligible, than 
their encampment at Terre au Bouf? 

A. I think it would have been more eligible. 
Drier ground might have been selected, having 
the swamp at a much greater distance ; vegeta- 
bles might have been procured in abundance, also 
milk and fresh provisions, with bospitals suffi- 
ciently commodious for the accommodation of 
the sick. 

Q. What time did you leave New Orleans for 
Terre au Beeuf? 

A. About the first of June an order directing 
a detachment of the troops consisting of three 
companies of light artillery, one of dragoons, one 
of riflemen, one of the third, one of the fifth, and 
one of the sixth infantry, under the command of 
Major Pike, was issued. Between the 3d and 5th 
of June, this detachmeut fell down to the head 
of the English Turn, for the purpose of preparing 
the ground for the accommodation of the corps 
of light artillery, the regiment of dragoons, regi- 
ment of riflemen, the third, fifth, sixth, and sev- 
enth regiments of infantry, consisting in the 
whole of about two thousand men. 

Q. In what state did you find the ground in- 
tended for the encampment ? 

A. From the right to the centre the ground 
was as dry as it is generally below the city of 
New Orleans; but from the centre to the left it 
was swampy. The first part had been cleared, but 
the last was covered with willows and palmettoes. 

Q. At what time did the main body arrive at 
the encampment ? 

A. Between the 9th and 11th of June. 

Q. Was the ground prepared for their encamp- 
ment when they arrived ? 

A. A part of the left was not cleared, and but 
little ditehiog done. A part of the officers and 
two or three companies of the men had flooring 
for their tents, the remainder were pitched upon 
the ground. 

Q. What was the reason that a part of the men 
had flooring for their tents, and the remainder 
had not? 

A. I recollect but two companies that were so 
provided, and the plank for those were procured 
at New Orleans by the officers, in part, at their 
own expense. 

Q. At what time did you leave the camp at 
Terre au Beuf? 

A. On the morning of the 12th of June. 

Q. How long did you serve in the Army of 
the United States ? 

A. I entered the Army in 1799, as a lieutenant 
of infantry ; in 1801, was appointed a lieutenant 
in the second regiment of artillerists and engi- 
neers; in 1802, at the organization of the Peace 
Establishment, arranged to the corps of artille- 
rists as a lieutenant ; in 1807, promoted to a cap- 
taincy in the same corps; and in 1808, at the re- 
quest of the Secretary of War, transferred to the 
regiment of light artillery. I resigned my com- 
mission on the 1ith June, 1809. 

Q. Where have you generally served during 
the time you have been in the Army ? 


Orleans. 


A. On the seaboard; on the Northern lakes ; 
on the Ohio, Missouri, and at New Orleans, tn 
1807 and 1809. 

County oF Wasuineron, to wit: 

On the 11th day of April, 1810, Captain George 
Peter came before me, a justice of the peace for 
the county aforesaid, and made oath on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God that the foregoing 
answers is a correct statement of facts, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief. 

THOMAS CORCORAN. 


No. 6. 

Deposition of Captain John Darrington, of the United 
States Army, taken by the committee appointed by 
the House of Representatives of the United States, 
to inquire into the causes of the great mortality in 
that detachment of the Army of the United States 
ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


I joined the Army in New Orleans about the 
first of April, 1809, and was never absent from it 
until February, 1810. Soon after my arrival in 
New Orleans, | discovered that the number of 
our@sick began rapidly to increase. The preva- 
lent complaint appeared to be the diarrhea; it 
attacked indiscriminately both officers and pri- 
vates; at this time the deaths were but few in 
proportion to the number sick. The most dan- 
gerous among the sick were provided with hos- 
pitals, in which they were well attended to. 
This diarrhoea was ascribed by our physicians to 
medicinal effects of the waters of the Mississippi. 

The iast of May we were directed to prepare 
for leaving New Orleans. On the 3d of Junea 
camp-forming party, consisting of the whole of 
the light artillery, and tle strongest company of 
the remaining corps, was despatched for Terre 
au Beuf. On the 10th of the same month the 
whole army followed, and on that and the suc- 
ceeding day arrived at Terre au Beeuf; at this 
time I conjectured that about one-third of our 
army were on the sick reports. Although our 
camp-forming party had used every industry, the 
ground was not in readiness. The tents were 
pitched in front in the skirt of an old field. From 
the centre of our encampment to the right had 
originally been cleared, but was then mostly over- 
grown with small trees, weeds, &c.; the ground 
damp; from the centre to the left still remained 
in its primitive state, and having never been 
ditched was yet a marsh. Immediately in the 
rear was an impassable swamp. The left of the 
encampment was on the bank of the river, and 
partly parallel with it, but the river turning 
nearly at right angles threw the right at a con- 
siderable distance. To render this place suitable 
as soon as possible for the purpose intended, a 
fatigue of two hundred and twenty men was or- 
dered ; this party soon cleared off the trees on the 
line marked out. When the tents were perma- 
nently pitched, the General informed us that, 
after having employed several days in inspecting 
the country in the vicinity of New Orleans. he 
had selected this place as the most eligible for 
the encampment. Our fatigue party continued 
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to clear the land at the distance of one hundred 
yards in the rear; after which they were em- 
ployed in digging ditches in the intervals between 
the regiments, into which ditches were run drains 
leading from the front of the tents. This labor 
I conceived indispensable, from motives of self- 
defence; otherwise, during the rainy seasons a 
portion of our encampment would have been in- 
undated. The severest duty performed by our 
fatigue was the digging of a canal in the rear, 
extending the whole length of the line, on the 
banks of which canal was thrown up a perma- 
nent levee. This labor, to the best of my recol- 
lection, was not commenced until the middle of 
July, and not finished until in August. Had it 
been the intention of Government (as General 
Wilkinson suggested as probable) to have made 
this place a permanent cantonment, the canal, 
sogetlies with its levee, would have been of util- 
ity as a safeguard against the ensuing season ; 
but if, on the contrary, the place had been se- 
lected for a temporary purpose, I should say this 
labor was not necessary. The provisions were 
at no time such as could be esteemed good, and 
frequently so inferior that nothing but necessity 
could justify the use of them. On this subject 
frequent complaints were made to General Wil- 
kinson. At first he attended to them; the pro- 
visions were inspected and condemned ; it was 
also said he purchased a hundred barrels of flour ; 
the evil, however, still continued; complaints 
were again made, but without producing any 
effect ; the General replying, that better provi- 
sions could not be had; after this, further com- 
plaints were deemed useless. The constant use 
of damaged provisions was, no doubt, the primi- 
tive cause of that horrid and destructive disease 
termed the scurvy. Our market furnished but a 
scanty supply of either fresh provisions or vege- 
tables, which sold from a hundred to a hundred 
and fifty per cent. higher than at our present can- 
tonment, (Washington, Mississippi Territory.) 
Besides, the men did not derive as much advan- 
tage from this scanty and exorbitant market as 
thay might, had they been regularly paid. 

ur details were so arranged that one third of 
the Army wereon duty eachday. This arrange- 
ment continuing, without a diminution in pro- 
portion to the increase of sickness, soon brought 
those reported for duty, on duty every other day, 
and it not unfrequently happened, that, to supply 
the details, sick men were furnished. For the 
first month most of the tents were without floors ; 
and as the Army was not furnished with straw, 
the bedding of the soldiers consisted in a single 
blanket. In this situation they were obliged to 
sleep on the ground, which, during the month of 
June and the greater part of July, was constantly 
damp, and in places fora short time inundated 
by water. If I recollect accurately, from the 
middle of June to the last of July, there were but 
few days without rain, and generally several 
showers in the same day ; during this period and 
for some time after, the sentinels were unprovided 
with any description of shelter to 
either against the rain or sun, 
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in the rear of the encampment, until the middle 
of July, were over their shoes in mud and water 
and the fatigue party employed in the same place. 
in digging the canal, constantly worked in mud 
and water. 

On our first arrival at Terre au Beuf, Genera! 
Wilkinson gave directions for the erection of g 
hospital ; but, from what cause I am not able 
to say, the work progressed slowly, and was not 
finished until a short time before our movement, 
and when finished was not capable of holding 
more than sixty or eighty men. We were gene. 
rally without hospital stores, and when we had 
them they were in such smail quantities as to be 
of little service. The number of our sick was so 
great, that it became impossible for the few phy. 
sicians we had to attend to them, and it sometimes 
occurred, that men died without ever having re- 
ceived any description of medical assistance. ‘The 
physicians complained much of the want of med- 
icines, and also, that from the exposed situation 
of their patients, the medicines administered tre- 
quently proved injurious. The sick and the well 
lived in the same tents; they generally subsisied 
on the same provisions ; were equally exposed to 
the constant and incessant torrents of rain, to the 
scorching heat*of the sun, and during the night 
to the attacks of numberless mosquitoes. They 
manifested the pains and sufferings they experi- 
enced by shrieks and groans, which, during the 
silence of the night, were distinctly to be heard 
from one end of the line to the other. [tis my 
candid belief the mosquitoes produced more mis- 
ery than any other cause. Jno the night the air 
was filled with them, and not a man was provided 
with anything like a bar or net. Thus situated, 
the sufferings of the unfortunate sick, who were 
too weak to defend themselves, can perhaps be 
better imagined than described. 

Between the 5th and 10th of July, the officers, 
impelled by motives of humanity, from the lam- 
entable and distressing situation of the camp, 

etitioned the General for its removal. I was the 
Sate of the petition. I met with him on the 
parade and informed him of my business. At 
first he appeared to be much astonished ; observed 
that a removal was impossible; that there he had 
been sent, and there he should remain until or- 
dered away by competent authority. He afiter- 
wards made use of a few harsh expressions, such 
as that the officers were crazy, &c. I did not put 
into his hands the petition, because I perceived it 
would have no effect. I then returned, and re- 
ported the result. After this all prospect of a re- 
moval ceased. In the latter end of July it was 
rumored that orders had been received from the 
Secretary of War for our removal, and in the lat- 
ter end of August these orders were made public. 
On this occasion the troops manifested the great- 
est joy; they seemed to have forgotten ali that 
was passed, and became impatient for the arrival 
of the day on which they were to leave Terre au 
Beuf,. The first of September, orders were issued 
to prepare for ascending the river, and between 


rotect them | the seventh and eighteenth commenced their as- 
he sentinels | cent by detachments, 
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site New Orleans. 
| sued, to repair the boats. 
» were found unfit for the voyage; but their places 
_ were immediately supplied by others belonging to 
citizens, who, it'was said, charged nothing, being 
- glad of an opportunity of getting them to Natchez. 
- On the 23d, after sending a few of our sick to New 
' Orleans, a general movement took place; many 
' more of the sick could have been sent, but we 
' were informed the hospitals could not contain 
them. 
. in the boats, as to preclude everything like com- 
' fort. 
companies. 
' be remedied: for, had our boats been multiplied, 
' [donot think we should have been able to man- 


| than usual. 


| ed by the voluntary donations of the officers. 


come convalescent. 
| General Wilkinson was relieved by General Hamp- 


<< ————— eee 


On the 20th the Army was concentrated oppo- 
Here a halt of two days en- 
A few of the boats 


The men were crowded in such numbers 


of the boats were two and three 
his was an evil which could not 


In man 


age them. In the boat in which I ascended, were 


| three companies, and it was with difficulty Icould 
_ ever get more than twelve or fifteen men at the 
- oars. For the first few days after we commenced 


our ascent, the number of deaths were not more 
Afterwards they began to increase, 
and before we arrived at Point Coupee, it became 
a first duty at our nightly encampments to bury 
those who had died during the day, and in the 
morning to bury those who had died during the 
night. This last rite consisted in wrapping them 
in their blankets and covering them with two or 
three feet ofearth. On the 3d of October, we ar- 
rived at Point Coupee. At this place the establish- 
ment of a hospital was deemed indispensable ; 
there being no public funds, the hospital was erect- 
At 
this place upwards of a hundred men were left. 
On the 17th, the Army reached Fort Adams ; here 
another hospital was established. The last of 
October they arrived at Natchez, and were imme- 


» diately removed to their intended encampment. 
. As no arrangement had been made for the pro- 


curing of a hospital, the situation of the sick still 


' continued to be miserable; they were crowded 


together in tents, and lay on the bare ground, ex- 
posed to the rain and cold.. A small quantity of 


| straw was procured, bat not sufficient for the 
_ twentieth part. 
daily. The last of November a few of the most 


In this situation numbers died 


dangerous were sent to Washington, where houses 
had been rented as hospitals. About the middle 


_ of December deaths began to decrease, as the 


greater part of those, who, on their arrival, were 
much reduced, had died, and the others had be- 
On the 18th of December, 


ton. who adopted the most prompt measures to 
render the situation of the Army as desirable as 
ossible. The police of the camp, which before 
ad been neglected, and for the want of which the 
camp had become extremely offensive. was im- 


_ mediately attended to; measures were also taken 


for the erection of a large and commodious hos- 
pital,and also for the payment of the troops. He 


_ advanced from his own pocket one month’s pay. 
_ The troops had from four to six months’ due 


them. Why payment had thus been delayed | 
cannot say. Had the men been paid on their ar- 
llth Con. 2d Szss.—78 
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rival, it certainly would have been of immense 
advantage, as the country furnished ample sup- 
plies of vegetables and fresh provisions, which 
sold on reasonable terms. By returns received 
from the hospitals established on our ascent, it 
appears that most of the sick left in them died. 
Another cause of suffering. which I before omit- 
ted to mention, was the want of clothing; this 
was because the new clothing did not arrive till 
late in August, and was not delivered to the com- 
pany officers until after their arrival at Washing- 
ton. It will not perhaps be improper to state, 
that when we were opposite New Orleans, a pa- 
per was presented by a friend of General Wilk- 
inson for the signatures of the officers. From 
my own impressions at that time, and I believe 
the impressions of others were similar to my own, 
I did not hesitate to sign it; the purport of this 
paper was the approving of the General’s conduct. 
The General was the first military officer in the 
United States, of long standing, and of course 
carried with him the confidence of the Govern- 
ment. Besides, he had impressed on our minds 
a belief, that the misfortunes we had experienced 
were alone attributable to Government; that he 
had ever acted in conformity to orders. We 
could not doubt the words of our General. Many 
signed it. JOHN DARRINGTON, 
Captain, 3d Infantry. 


Interrogatories put to Captain John Darrington, by the 
Committee, with his answers. 

Question. Could boats have been procured at 
New Orleans sufficient to convey the troops to 
Fort Adams or Natchez, at any time between 
the 14th of June and 10th of September ? 

Answer. I suppose that boats could have been 
had. There are many boats employed in the 
river, and I think they might have been procured 
on reasonable terms. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions, 
particularly the flour, with which the Army were 
supplied during the encampment at Terre au 
Beuf? 

A. The flour was always bad, with the excep- 
tion of one hundred barrels purchased by Gene- 
ral Wilkinson. It was generally mouldy, sour, 
and frequently filled with bugs and worms. A 
small proportion of the pork was good, and alsoa 
small proportion of the fresh beef. 

Q. Do you believe that, at the time the troops 
were using the bad provisions, a sufficient supply 
of good and wholesome provisions could have 
been procured at New Orleans? 

A. I suppose it might. 

Q. At what time did the fatigue duty cease? 

A. The records of the Army show it ceased on 
the 7th of September. 

Q. Had you reason to believe there were funds 
in the hands of the paymaster at New Orleans, 
sufficient for paying off the troops ? 

A. Yes. Ihad command of the third regiment, 
and issued an order to the paymaster of that regi- 
ment, to meet us when we should arrive opposite 
New Orleans, and pay offthe men, which hecom- 
plied with. 
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Q. Were you provided with funds to defray 
incidental expenses in conveying the troops up 
to Natchez ? 

A. Wewerenot. Theexpensesincurred whilst 
I had command of the Army, I was obliged to 
defray from my own pocket. 

Q. What quantity of woodland was cleared 
by the troops ? 

A. I suppose about thirty acres. 

Q. Do you not suppose the value of the land 
was enhanced by the labor done on it by the 
troops ? 

A. Yes. The cleared land was prepared for 
cultivation, and the uncleared land in the vicinity 
was drained by the canal and ditches in the rear 
of the camp. 

Q. How many men did you lose out of your 
company during your encampment at Terre au 
Beul ? 

A. None. 

Q.: Were your men encamped on more favora- 
ble ground than the other part of the Army gen- 
axaity 2 

A. They were not; my compauy occupied its 
proper place in the line. 

Q. How many of your men were generally fit 
for duty while at Terre au Beeuf? 

A. The number of those in my company fit for 
duty seldom exceeded five. 

Q. How many of the men died on board of 
your boat, while ascending the river ? 

A. Of the three companies on board my boat, 
I think about one third died, including those left 
in the hospitals established on our way up. 

Q. Did you receive the necessary clothing for 
your company ? 

A. The clothing for my company arrived at 
Camden, in South Carolina, during my absence 
I receipted for it at Charleston, but being ordered 
for New Orleans, and not being able to get it from 
Camden in time, I was obliged to sail for New 
Orleans, leaving it behind. After my arrival at 
New Orleans, | wrote to the assistant military 
agent at Charleston, stating the situation of my 
company, and requesting him to forward on my 
clothing. He sent one cask, which I received in 
the mouth of July. 

Q. Was the General attentive to the sick at 
Terre au Beuf? 

A. He was particularly attentive to my com- 
pany ; with respect to the remainder of the Army, 
I cannot say. 

Q. Was your company provided with quarters 
on their arrival at New Orleans ? 

A. They were not. On my arrival, I reported 
myself to the commanding officer; he referred 
me to the military agent for quarters. I went in 
search of the agent, but could not tind him. I 
sent my ensign in search of him; he informed 
me that he had found the agent, who directed him 
to look out for quarters wherever they could be 
procured, and he would pay for them. The en- 
sign accordingly found quarters, and the troops 
were removed feom the transport after a deten- 
tion on board for two or three days. 

Q. From the state of the Army at Terre au 
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Beuf on the 20th of July, if preparations had jm. 
mediately commenced fur a removal, how sooy 
do you believe a movement of the Army up the 
river might have commenced ? 

A. Iam of opinion, that, if proper measure 
| had been immediately adopted,a movement migh; 
| have been made in five or six days. ; 

Q. What were the arrangements ultimately 

adopted ? ; 

A. I think the public boats arrived from For 
| Adams early in August. They were at first or. 
| dered to be repaired by general detail, but the re. 

pairs went on slowly: about the last of Augus, 
| or the beginning of September, they were divided 
among the commanding officers of corps, who 
undertook to finish their repairs, which were soon 
completed. I reported myself ready for moving 
in two days after receiving my boats. 


| Wasainaron Counry, 8s. 

On this 11th day of April, 1810, appeared be. 
fore the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said 
county, Captain John Darrington, and made oath, 

in due form of law, that the foregoing depositions 
{ 





and answers to the interrogatories, are just and 
accurate, to the best of his knowledge and belief 
DANIEL RAPINE. 





No. 7. 


Deposition of Colonel Alexander Parker, taken by the 

Committee appointed by the House of Representa- 

tives of the United States, to inquire into the cause 

| or causes of the great mortality in that detachment 

| of the Army of the United States ordered for th 
defence of New Orleans. 


January 30, 1809, I received orders from Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, to sail from Norfolk to New Or- 
leans, and report myself, or take command, as 
the rank of the officer I found there would justly. 

On the third of February, did sail with tw 

transport ships, with about 300 troops on board: 
arrived and took command at New Orleans, w 
the 26th of March; the troops generally in good 
health. The General did not arrive until the 
20th of April, the command, of course, then de- 











volved on him. 

A general order was issued, on the 31st of May. 
for the brigade quartermaster to have 50 axes, 5 
spades, 50 picks, 50 mattocks, 50 hatchets, 6 brier 

scythes, 4 mauls, 4 pair of iron wedges, 12 hand: 
| barrows, and the same quantity of rakes, ready 
for service on Friday morning. 

On the first June, shallops were ordered to be 
in readiness to remove a detachment from the 
Army, consisting of 500 men, under the commabi 
of Major Pike, with fifteen days’ provisions, a0 
all the tools mentioned in the foregoing orders, \0 
prepare an encampment at Terre au Bouf for th' 
reception of tbe Army, asa general movemet! 
| would take place in the course of a week. Ac: 

cordingly on the 9th the troops did embark, and 
proceeded down the river about twelve miles \ 
this new encampment. On the 11th a gener 
order was issued at Terre au Boeuf for a fatigue 
party to be daily furnished, consisting of one field 
| officer, two captains, four subalterns, eight ser 
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geants, eight corporals, and two hundred privates. | the defence of New Orleans, if the position had 
The 5th July I left the encampment at Terre au | been a healthy one? 
Beuf to return to the City of Washington, at A. The position is not a military one, but it is 
which time I think there were 600 soldiers re- | as much so as any other in that low country. 
turned on the sick list ; reference to the Inspect-| Q. Do you believe a healthy situation might 
or’s return will ascertain the exact number. The | have been selected in the high lands, and which 
causes. of such numbers being sick I attribute to | would have been equally or more advantageous 
the following reasons: 1. The impurity of the | with a view to the defence of New Orleans? 
waters of the Mississippi, which the soldiers were A. I believe the situation of the present en- 
obliged to use without being filtered; 2. The | campment at Washington may be considered, as 
camp being mostly inundated by heavy rains and | a military position, in every point of view, more 
waters from the Mississippi; 3. The great fatigue | eligible and better calculated for the defence of 
the soldiers underwent in reclaiming that encamp- | New Orleans than Terre au Beef, or any other in 
ment, and lying on the wet ground—they not be- | that country, within the jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ing furnished with a sufficiency either of straw or | ted States. I have many reasons for thinking so, 
boards; 4, The provisions that were issued by the | among which the following may be considered as 
Commissary were generally damaged and unfit | the principal: an invading army landing on the 
for use; 5. The great scarcity of vegetables, so | Mobile and taking possession of the heights of the 
conducive to the health and comfort of soldiers | Mississippi could easily cut off ai! supplies from 
in that warm climate. A. PARKER. | New Orleans, and, with a small naval force at the 
mouth of the Mississippi, would block up the low 
country so completely as to render it wholly im- 
possible for an army to subsist there. The health 
of the troops would be much better preserved, and 
they could at any time move down the river in 
three days with great facility in case of necessity. 
Q. Do you recollect whether any opinions were 
expressed among the officers, previous to the re- 
moval at Terre au Beeuf, relative to the superior 
Answer. [ commanded the Army from the time | advantages of the upper country over that posi- 
of my arrival until the arrival of General Wil- | tion, and whether those opinions were commu- 
kinson ; from which time, until I left the Army | nicated to the General ? 
at Terre au Boeuf, I was second in command. A. The officers frequently conversed among 
Q. What was the condition of the Army dur- | themselves on that subject, but I do not know that 
ing their stay at New Orleans, both as it respects | they communicated their opinions to the General. 
their health and accommodations ? | I pointed out the advantages which I conceived 
A. The troops generally arrived there in good | the upper country possessed to the General. He 
health, but. sickness soon commenced, and rap-| replied that he was fully apprized of the situa- 
idly increased among them. Their accommoda- | tion, but that he was limited in his orders, and 
tions, as to barracks and quarters, were comfort- | could not leave New Orleans uncovered. 
able; the provisions—flour, pork, and beef—were| @Q. Do you recollect whether any opinions were 
grpemaliy bad—of the meanest kind, and unfit | expressed among the officers, while at Terre au 
or use. Boeuf, in favor of the removal of the troops up the 
Q. Was there a sufficiency ofsound and whole- | river, and whether those opinions were commu- 
some provisions in New Orleans, which might | nicated to the General, and at what time ? 
have been procured for the support of the troops?| A. They were daily expressing such a wish 
A. There was generally a supply in the mar-/| to me, and often desired me to communicate their 
ket of good and wholesome provisions, particu- | wishes to the General, and press him for a remo- 
larly flour and pork. val. I did mention to the General, about the 
Q. Did the market of New Orleans furnish an | last of June or the first of July, the necessity of 
abundance of fresh provisions and vegetables? | removing the troops from that encampment to the 
A. The fresh provisions were generally poor,| upper country. His reply was nearly similar to 
the vegetables were abundant. the one he gave me before—that he was restricted 
Q. Did you examine the site of encampment | in his powers, and could not leave New Orleans 
at Terre au Beeuf before the troops removed there? | uncovered. 


A. Lhad passed by the place in going up the} @Q. When you left the encampment, were the 
river, but never examined with a view to an en- | troops regularly paid up? 
campment. A. According to the best of my recollection, 
Q. Were you or any other of the officers, within | there was not more than two months’ pay due 
your knowledge, ever consulted as to the propri- | the troops generally when I left there. 
ety of fixing on Terre au Boeuf as the place of R. Do you know whether the Paymaster at 
encampment ? New Orleans had funds in his hands for the pay- 
A. I was not, nor do I believe that any of the | ment of the troops? 
officers were. A. He informed me, some time in the month 
Q. Did you consider Terre au Beeuf as an eli- | of June, that he had received a draft, and had 
gible position for an encampment, with a view to | funds in his hands. He had been in a very low 





Interrogatories put to Colonel Alexander Parker, by 
the Committee appointed to inquire into the cause 
or causes of the mortality in that detachment of the 
Army ordered for the defence of New Orleans, with | 
his answers. 


Question. What rank did you hold in the Army 
at New Orleans? 
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state of health for some time, and remained so 
when I left there, which disabled him from trans- 
acting avy kind of business. 

Q. Do you not think the fatigue parties were 
too large in proportion to the strength of the Army, 
and that the excessive fatigue thereby imposed 
on the troops contributed very much to increase 
the sickness and deaths ? 

A. It is my opinion that the details for fatigue 
and camp duty were much too great for the well 
part of the troops to perform, and that it was one 
great cause of the mortality. 

Q. Were the ditches and other improvements 
made in the camp absolutely necessary for the 
accommodation of the troops? 

A. They were certainly of great service in drain- 
ing the ground, and making it more dry and com- 
fortable. 

Q. Do you think the work done by the troops 
rendered the land more valuable to the proprietor ? 

A. There can be no doubt but its value was 
improved by draining and clearing it. 

Q. In what state did you find the ground in- 
tended for the encampment ? 

A. The ground on which the right wing of the 
Army was encamped had once been cleared, but 
was covered with brambles and underwood. On 
the left it was a perfect bog, and uncleared. 

Q. Was there time sufficient for the camp- 
forming party, under Major Pike, to have com- 
pleted the preparations for encampment previous 
to the removal of the main body to Terre au Beuf? 

A. I think there was not. He moved with his 
party on the first June,and the main body moved 
on the ninth. It would have taken the party 
under his command a month or six weeks to put 
the ground in any tolerable order. 

Q. Was not the place chosen for encampment 
much infested with mosquitoes, &c. 

A. It was. The mosquitoes, gnats, and rep- 
tiles, were so numerous as to be very distressing 
to the men, and were a great aggravation of their 
other sufferings. 

Q. Were the troops supplied with the neces- 
sary hospital stores? 


ee 


he Troops at New Orleans. 





Q. Were the watersof the Mississippi consiq. 
ered as wholesome ? 

A. When filtered the water is considered , 
wholesome; but, in the state in which the meg 
were obliged to use it, it was considered by med. 
ical men as very unwholesome. 

Q. Could not the men have been supplied with 
a sufficient quantity of filtered water ? 

A. A sufficient quantity of filtering stones cou)y 
not have been had, but a good substitute might 
have been found in sand or charcoal. 

Q. Were the sentries provided with the neces. 
sary shelters to preserve them from the effects of 
the sun, rain, and dews? 

A. They were not,during my stay there. There 
were sentinels who fell on their posts from the 
effects of the sun, or other cause, and expired very 
suddenly. 

Q. Is it your opinion that a sufficient number 
of boats could at any time have been procured at 
New Orleans for the purpose of conveying the 
troops up the river ? 

A. At all times a number of boats might have 
been procured, but whether in sufficient numbers 
to have removed all the troops at once, I am not 
able to say. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the troops might 
have been encamped on the plains of the Faux- 
bourg St. Mary, and that, if they had been so 
encamped, their situation would have been more 
eligible than it was at Terre au Beuf? 

A. Iam under the impression that the ground 
would not have been sufficiently extensive for an 
encampment, If it would, it possessed many ad- 

| vantages, such as its being drier, and the facility 
of procuring vegetables and other necessary sup- 
plies; but 1 am under the impression, that, from 
its vicinity to the town, it would have been in- 
possible to have restrained the men, and prevented 
them from entering into all the vices common in 
large towns. 

Q. Was the police of the camp such as to keep 

it sufficiently clean ? 

A. The police officers were sufficiently strict, 


| 
| but the low situation of the ground caused a fre- 


A. They were not; and the troops suffered | quent overflowing of the sinks, and produced a 
much in consequence of the want of them. Many | very great stench, which was extremely offensive 


of the men died without having received any aid 
from hospital stores, 

Q. Was it not within the power of the Gen- 
eral to order the military agent to furnish the 
necessary hospital stores and other supplies for 
the use of the troops ? 

A. The General may at all times draw on the 
military agent for any quantity of stores that may 
be found necessary for the use of the troops. 

Q. Do you know whether the military agent 
had funds in his hands to meet such drafts ? 

A. About the last of April he had considera- 


throughout the camp. 

Q. In the state in which the Army was, 3! 
Terre au Beuf, do you believe it could have made 
any serious opposition against even a small invat- 
ing force? 

A. It is my opinion that our troops were % 
emaciated and reduced by sickness, the climate, 
and the want of proper nourishment, that they 
could have made but a very feeble opposition 


| against even a small military in good heaith and 


well organized. 
Q. Were the mosquito bars or nets necessary 


ble funds in his hands. I cannot say what his | for the troops, particularly for the sick, and wert 


disbursements were after that period. 
Q. What were the most prevalent diseases in 
the Army while you were there? 
A. Dysenteries and diarrhea. These disor- 
ders were increased by the dampness of the ground 
on which the troops were encamped. 


| accommodation of the Army. 


they provided ? 

A. Nets were absolutely necessary for the 
When [I left that 
country a few nets were provided for the sick al 
the New Orleans Hospital. I was informed by 
the military agent, that he either had in hand te0 
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thousand dollars for the purpose of purchasing 
mosquito nets, or that he was ordered by the Sec- 
retary of War to provide for the Army at New 
Orleans, to the amount of ten thousand dollars. 
Q. What was the price of mosquito nets? 
A. Good nets for the soldiers might have been 


" purchased for two dollars and fifty cents. 


Q. Did any cause or causes exist, within your 


| knowledge, to impose an imperious duty on the 
' commander to encamp in the vicinity of New 


SE GTS ree 


Sires SBP 


| Government. 


Orleans ? 


A. None within my knowledge. 

Q. Were there any symptoms of discontent 
manifested at New Orleans, which could require 
the detention of the Army at Terre au Beuf? 

A. The citizens of New Orleans were peace- 
able, and appeared to be well disposed to the 
I heard of no dissatisfaction, nor 


: murmurs of any kind. 


Q. Did any reasonable apprehension exist, from 


| the influx of refugees from Cuba, that could re- 
| quire the presence of an Army ? 


A. No apprehensions were entertained that I 
heard of. I had none. 

Q. Admitting that symptoms of discontent had 
been manifested, would not an encampment of 
the Army in the high lands have given to the 
Government the surest and most certain means 
of overthrowing anything like opposition ? 

A. Lam decidedly of opinion, that, as a mili- 


| tary position, the high lands, in every point of 


view, may be considered as the most eligible for 
the protection and defence of New Orleans, and 


' that the encampment of the Army in the higher 
' country would afford the most certain means of 
» quelling anything like opposition to the Govern- 
' ment. 


Q. Were you informed that an order had been 


: given by the Secretary of War, on the 30th of 
| April, 1809, for the removal of the troops to the 
' rear of Fort Adams, or Natchez ? 


A. I heard of no such order, nor was informa- 


tion of such an order communicated to the Army. 


Q. Is it not customary for the commanding 


| officer of an army to consult his officers of high- 
est rank upon matters of importance, respecting 
_ the disposition of thearmy under his command ? 


A. It is. 

On this 14th day of April, 1810, appeared be- 
fore the subscriber, a justice of the peace of Wash- 
ington county, Colonel Alexander Parker, and 


| made oath, in due form of law, that the foregoing 


_ deposition, and answers to interrogatories, are just 


belief. Sworn before 


and accurate, to the best of his knowledge and 
DAN. RAPINE. 


No. 8. 


Interrogatories put to Captain E. Williams, by the Com- 


mittee appointed to inquire into the cause or causes 

of the great mortality in that detachment of the Army 

ordered for the defence of New Orleans, with his 

answers. 

Question. What rank did you hold in the Army 
at New Orleans? 

Answer. I held the rank of captain, and acted 
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as an aid-de-camp to General Wilkinson, from 
the 16th January, 1809, to the 30th June follow- 
ing. I arrived at New Orleans on the 19th April, 
1809, 

Q. What was the condition of the Army dur- 
ing their stay at New Orleans, both as it respected 
their health and accommodations ? 

A. The accommodations were good and com- 
fortable. Soon after the arrival of the troops, 
they were afflicted with diarrha@a, supposed to be 
owing to the medicinal properties of the water of 
the Mississippi. The water generally produces 
such effects on strangers. The sickness increased 
during the continuance of the troops at New 
Orleans. 

Q. Was there a sufficiency of sound and whole- 
some provisions at New Orleans, which might 
have been procured for the support of the troops? 

A. No doubt but that a sufficiency of sound and 
wholesome provisions might have been purchased 
there at any time. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions fur- 
nished the army ? 

A. Whilst at New Orleans I was uninformed 
of anything relating to this question, as I then 
acted as an aid-de-camp to the commander of 
the Army. When I took my station in the line, 
I had frequent occasion to complain of the pro- 
visions; they were often unfit for use; our com- 
plaints were known to the General. In some 
instances the provisions were condemned, and 
others purchased by order of the General. One 
hundred barrels of flour were purchased by the 
General. 

Q. Do you believe a healthy situation might 
have been selected in the high lands, and which 
would have been equally, or more advantageous 
with a view to the defence of New Orleans ? 

A. A more healthy situation might have been 
selected in the high lands, but not so eligible for 
the defence of New Orleans. 

Are you well acquainted with the country 
above New Orleans, and the positions best calcu- 
lated for military sites ? 

A. lam not. 

Q. Do you recollect whether any opinions 
were expressed among the officers, while at Terre 
au Boouf, in favor of the removal of the troops 
up the river, and whether those opinions were 
communicated to the General, and at what time ? 

A. The officers frequently expressed opinions 
in favor of a removal to the high country. Their 
opinions were known to the General. 

Q. Were the troops regularly paid ? 

A. They were not samen paid. When I 
left the detachment at Washington, Mississippi 
Territory, on the 27th of November, the regi- 
ment to which I was attached had arrears due 
for five months. 

Q. Do you think the fatigue parties were too 
large, in proportion to the strength of the Army 
and that the excessive fatigue thereby imposed 
on the troops contributed very much to increase 
the sickness and deaths ? 

A. I do think they were. 

Q. Were the ditches, and other improvements 
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made in the camp, absolutely necessary for the 
accommodation of the troops ? 

A. Ditches were absolutely necessary for the 
comfort of the troops; the ditches made were 
unnecessarily large for a temporary cantonment. 

Q. Do you think that the work done by the 
troops rendered the land more valuable to the 
proprietor ? 

A. 1 do; inasmuch as it rendered a portion of 
the land on which we encamped fit for cultiva- 
tion, which land, previous to our encampment, 
was, in its primitive state, wet and marshy. 

Q. In what state did you find the ground in- 
tended for encampment? 

A. Part of it had been cultivated, but was over- 
grown with weedsand brush; the remainder was 
in its primitive state—low, wet, and marshy, 
which, when ditched and cleared, beeame dry. 

Q. Was there time sufficient for the camp- 
forming party, under Major Pike, to have com- 
pleted the preparations for encampment, previous 
to the removal of the main body to Terre au 
Beuf ? 

A. I do not think the time was sufficient. 
When the main body of the Army arrived, more 
than half of the work was to be done. 

Q. Was not this place chosen for encampment 
much infested with mosquitoes, &c. 

A. Yes, it was; but not more so than that 
connie gengrany is, 

Q. Were the troops supplied with the neces- 
sary hospital stores ? 

A. The troops were, in my opinion, at no time 
sufficiently supplied with hospital stores. 

Q. What were the most prevalent diseases in 
the Army while you were there? 

A. Dysenteries, bilious fevers, agues and fevers, 
and the scurvy, 

Q. Could not the men have been supplied with 
a sufficient quantity of filtered water ? 

A. The men could have been supplied with a 
sufficient quantity of filtered water; the means 
of filtering it being in abundance. 

Q. Were the sentries provided with the neces- 
sary shelters to preserve them from the effects of 
the sun, rain, and dews? 

A. The sentries were at no time properly pro- 
tected from the weather; about the middle of 
July, sheds were erected, but they afforded little 
protection. 

Q.. Is it your opinion that a sufficient number 
of boats could have been procured, at any time, 
at New Orleans for the purpose of conveying the 
troops up the river ? 

A. Comfortable boats could have been pro- 
cured, at any time, at New Orleans for the con- 
veyance of the troops. 

. Is it your opinion that the troops might 
have been encamped on the plains of the Faux- 
bourg St. Mary, and that, if they had been so 
encamped, their situation would have been more 
eligible than it was at Terre au Beuf? 

A. Ido not think they could have been en- 
camped there so advantageously as at Terre au 
Beuf, the vicinity to New Orleans tempting the 
men to dissipation and other vices. 
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Q. Was the police of the camp such as to keep 
it sufficiently clean ? 

A. The detail for police was sufficient, and the 
camp kept as clean as the nature of the ground 
would admit; the frequent rains causing the 
sinks to overflow contributed to the diseases of 
the camp. 

Q. In the state in which the Army was a 
Terre au Beuf, do you believe it could haye 
made any serious opposition against a small in. 
vading force? 

A. The extreme disease of our camp wovld 
have made it impossible for us efficiently to op. 
pose even a small force. 

Q. Were mosquito bars or nets necessary for 
the troops, particularly the sick, and were they 
provided ? 

I consider mosquito bars absolutely necessary 
for both the sick and the well. A few were sup. 
plied, at a late season, for the sick. 

Q. Did any cause or causes exist, within your 
knowledge, to impose an imperious duty on the 
commander to encamp in the vicinity of New 
Orleans ? 

A. Ido not know any cause why the troops 
were kept in the vicinity of New Orleans. The 
idea generally prevailed among the officers that 
it was in conformity to the wishes of the Goy- 
ernment. 

Q. Were there any symptons of discontent 
manifested at New rides which would require 
the detention of the Army at Terre au Beut ? 

A. I know of none that could require the de- 
tention of the whole detachment. In my opinion 
it was politic to leave a small portion of the Army 
there, as the influx of people from Cuba excited 
disquiet in the town. 

Q. Were you informed that an order ha: been 
given by the Secretary of War, on the 30tb of 
April 1809, for the removal of the troops to the 
rear of Fort Adams, or Natchez ? 

A. I knew of no order for the removal of the 
troops until about the 20th of August, 1809. 

In addition to the interrogatories put by the 
committee, it may be proper to add, that, on or 
about the Ist.of September, the troops were 
ordered by General James Wilkinson to prepare 
for a removal to the high lands up the river Mis- 
sissippi. The troops left Terre au Baeof by de- 
tachments, between the 8th and 18th of Septem- 
ber. On the 20th they were concentrated opposite 
New Orleans; many of the boats furnished for 
our conveyance were found to be in a leaky con- 
dition, some few totally unfit for service. On the 
23d we halted about a mile above the city to re- 
pair, and in order to remove such of the sick to 
the hospital at New Orleans as were too iI to be 
moved. Many were forced to proceed from 4 
want of room in the hospital, and who might 
have been recovered could they have had rest and 
comfortable lodgings. At no time was there 2 
sufficiency of hospital stores during our route. 
Our surgeons often complained of a want of the 
proper medicines, and such as they had frequently 
proved inefficacious, as the sick were necessarily 
exposed to the heat of the sun, and the heavy 
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dews at night, together with every variety of 
weather. traw not heing furnished, as ex- 


pressly ordered by the War Department, the sick 
and the well lay on the ground with a single 
blanket. The sufferings of the men may be bet- 
ter imagined than related. The number of sick 
continued to increase; deaths became more nu- 
merous. At Point Coupee it was judged neces- 
sary to establish an hospital, in which were left 
the most dangerous of our sick, (who, for their 
necessaries and comforts, were dependent on the 
charity of the officers, as the detachments were 
without public funds.) in number about one hun- 
dred. At Fort Adams a similar step was found 
necessary. As the diseases of the climate affected 
all; we were often deprived of the services of our 
surgeons, and men were known to die without 
the smallest medical assistance. The troops 
arrived at Natchez about the first of November, 
and were immediately removed to Washington, 
where. the change of air was soon observed to 
have a happy effect on the health of the men. | 
General Wilkinson was generally attentive to| 
the sick, particularly to my company. 
WM. E. WILLIAMS, 
Captain 5th Regiment Infantry. 


District or CoLuMBIA, 
City of Washington, April 10, 1810. 
Captain William E. Williams made oath be- 
fore me that the foregoing statement, in answer 
to the queries put to him, is true, and so far as he 
states it to have been derived from the informa- 


tion of others, he believes it to be true. 
DANIEL RAPINE. 





No. 9. 


Interrogatories put to Lieutenant Enos Cutler, by the 
Committee appointed to inquire into the cause or 
causes of the great mortality in that detachment of 
the Army appointed for the defence of New Orleans, 
with his answers. 


Question. What rank did you hold in the 
Army ? 

Answer. First lieutenant in the seventh regi- 
ment of infantry. * 

Q. How long have you been in the Army ? 
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A, Our meat was good; the flour sometimes 


good, and sometimes bad. 


Q. Was there a sufficiency of sound and whole- 


some provisions in New Orleans, which might 


have been procured for the support of the troops ? 

A. I knew very little respecting the state of the 
provisions in the market at New Orleans, but I 
do not think that a supply of good flour could at 
all times have been had. 

Q. Did the market of New Orleans furnish a 
sufficient supply of fresh provisions and vege- 
tables ? 

A. It furnished, [ believe, at all times, a suf- 
ficient supply of vegetables, but whether a suf- 
ficiency of fresh provisions could at all times have 
been had, I cannot say. 

Q. At what time did you remove from New 
Orleans to Terre au Beeuf ? 

A. It was on the third day of June. I went 
with the first detachment, under the command of 
Major Pike. 

Q, In what condition did you find the ground 
allotted for the encampment ? 

A. The ground on the right was dry and cov- 
ered with weeds; towards the left it was lower, 
and somewhat wet, and covered with brush, black- 
berry bushes, &c. The party under Major Pike 
encamped on the right, and, when the other troops 
came down, the line was extended to the left. 

Q. At what time did the main body of the 
troops arrive at Terre au Boeuf, and was the en- 
campment prepared for their reception ? 

A. I believe it was eight or ten days after our 
arrival. The ground was as well prepared as the 
time would admit. 

Q. How long after their arrival was it before the 
troops were provided with flooring in their tents ? 

A. They were provided immediately after the 
arrival of the main body; the boats in which 
they descended were broken up for that purpose. 

Q. Was the place at which the troops were 
encamped much infested by mosquitoes ? 

A. It was, like the rest of that country, very 
much infested by them. 

Q. Were the troops supplied with the necessary 
hospital stores and medicines ? 

A. I heard no complaint for the want of medi¢ 


A. I have been in service since the third of | cine, but there was a want of hospital stores. 


May, 1808. 

Q. At what time did you arrive at New Or- 
leans? 

A. Larrived there on the last day of March, 
1809. 

Q. What was the condition of the Army during 
their stay at New Orleans, both as it respects 
their health and accommodations ? 

A. After we arrived at New Orleans the dys- 
entery soon became very prevalent among the 
troops. The accommodations were good, The 
company under my command (the captain being 
sick and absent) arrived in good health, but soon 
became sickly, and six or seven men died before 
we removed to Terre au Beuf. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions with 
which the troops were supplied while at New 
Orleans ? 


Q. Do you not suppose the fatigue parties were 
too large in proportion to the strength of the 
Army, and that the fatigue thereby imposed on 
the troops tended to inerease the sickness and 
deaths ? 

A. On our first arrival the fatigue parties were 
large; they were afterwards reduced. Ido not 
know that the sickness or deaths were increased 
| by the fatigue. 

Q. At what time were the fatigue parties re- 
duced ? 

A. I cannot remember. 

Q. Were the sentries provided with the neces- 
sary shelter to protect them from the sun, rain, 
and dews? 

A. Yes, they were provided with shelters cov- 
ered with palmettoes, sufficiently tight to protect 
them from common rains. 
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Q. At what time were they so provided ? 

A. I think it was probably towards the last of 
July, but fam not certain as to the time. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions 
with which the troops were supplied while en- 
camped at Terre au Beeuf ? 

A. Our meat was generally fresh, and gene- 
rally good; our flour sometimes bad. A _ pur- 
chase of flour was once made by order of the 
General, in consequence of the failure of the con- 
tractor to supply the troops. 

Q. Was the police of the camp such as to keep 
it sufficiently clean ? 

A, Great attention was paid to the police of 
the camp by the officers, but the troops being new, 
the camp did not preserve that clean appearance 
which a camp of old soldiers probably would. 

Q. Were the ditches which were made by the 
Army necessary for the accommodation of the 
troops? A.I conceived them tobe so, =~ appeared Enos Cutler, and made oath, in due 

Q. Do you recollect whether any opinions | form, that the facts stated in the foregoing afhi- 
were expressed among the officers while at Terre | davit are true to the best of his knowledge. 
| 








SS 

A. I doubt whether a sufficient number of 
boats could have been procured, at any one time 
to convey the whole of the troops at once. 

Q. How many. men died out of your com. 
pany while at Terre au Beuf? 

A. One man only, and he went sick from New 
Orleans to that place. 

Q. How many men had you generally fit fo, 
duty in yourcompany, while at Terre au Beuf) 

A. The report of duty-men arose from twelye 
when we first arrived there, up, I believe, as high 
as twenty-six, about the last of June. In July 
they beeame sickly again, and, for some time be. 
fore we left the encampment, we did not repor 
more than nine or ten. 


ENOS CUTLER, Ist Lieut. 


WasainaTon County, ss. 
On this 24th day of April, 1810, before the 
subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, 


nS 





au Beuf, in favor of the removal of the troops up DANIEL RAPINE 
the river, and whether those opinions were com- 5 
municated to the General, and at whattime? =| 

A. There were opinions of that kind expressed, 
and I believe they were communicated to the | Deposition of Captain Ninian Pinkney, in the first 
General early in July. regiment of infantry, taken by the Committee of the 

Q. Were the troops well clothed while at | House of Representatives of the United States, ap- 
Terre au Beuf? | pointed to inquire into the cause or causes of the 

A. My company had received their year’s great mortality in that detachment of the Army of 
clothing, which year did not expire with those | the United States ordered for the defence of New 
first enlisted, until the first of July, but, being | Orleans. 
new recruits, their clothing had become much I have been in the Army of the United States 
worn; and I believe this was the case with the | since February, 1801. 
troops generally. Some clothing was drawn in| I was appointed brigade inspector, and ordered 
advance, by some of the officers, while at Terre | to New Orleans, where I arrived on the 3ist of 
au Beuf. March, 1809. 

Q. Do you conceive that Terre au Beuf is; The public oe not being sufficient for 
the most eligible place in that country for an en- | the accommadation of but a small proportion o! 
campment ? the troops which had arrived, and was daily arri- 

A. | believe it was as much so as any placein | ving, they were quartered in all parts of the city 
the neighborhood of New Orleans. }and fauxbourgs, in comfortable houses. The 

Q. What were the diseases with which the | sick reports soon became very considerable ; and 
troops were afflicted while at Terre au Beuf? | I understood the diseases to be chiefly the dysen- 

A. The dysentery continued; in addition to | tery, which attacks all strangers, and of whicha 
which, they were afflicted with ague and fever, | numberof the men died. The provisions issued 
fever, and a disorder in the mouth, which was | to the troops were salted pork and beef, bread. 
called by some physicians the scurvy, and by | and flour, which I have understood was not of 
others, by some other name. the best quality; nor do I believe good flour or 

Q. Were the troops regularly paid ? ‘fresh beef, in large quantities, could have been 

A. The law provides that, in ordinary cases, | procured in the country. 
the troops shall be paid every two months. We | A detachment of troops, under the command 
were paid in New Orleans, up to the last of | of Major Pike, left New Orleans, on the 3d of 
April; and in August we were paid up to the | June, for Terre au Beeuf, to prepare the ground 
last of June. At Washington we were paid in | for an encampment, and the remainder of the 
January up to the last of December. | Army went down on the 9th and 10th of the 

Q. At what time did you hear that the Gene- | same month: at which time I went, and found 
ral had received orders to remove the troops up | the ground as well prepared as the short time 
the river ? | given them would permit, but some small under- 

A. I did not hear it until a short time before | wood, briers, and weeds, remained to be removed 
we removed. on each flank of the line, and ditches to be cut 

Q. Could boats have been procured at New | to carry off the water when the rainy season 
Orleans sufficient to convey the troops to Fort | shouldcomeon. And, for this purpose, a genera! 
Adams or Natchez, at any time between the 14th | fatigue was detailed, consisting of two captains, 
of June and the 10th of September ? | four subalterns, and two hundred men, which 
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was reduced in proportion as those objects were 


_ accomplished, and was entirely taken off by the 


ist of August. 
The tents of the men and officers were made 


- comfortable, by flooring them with the plank 


taken from the boats in which they ascended the 
river, and erecting sheds, covered with palmet- 
toes, to protect them from the sun and rain ; and 
every exertion was made by the General to es- 
tablish and keep up a strict police, as can be seen 


_ by the general orders issued at that camp. 


I have heard the surgeons and surgeon’s mates 


frequently complain of the want of hospital 


' stores and medicines; and I have understood 


_that-the greater part of those articles used at 
'camp Terre au Beeuf was purchased at New 


- Orleans. 


The regular supply from Philadelphia 


did not arrive in Orleans until about the Ist of 


Bs rr toon at which time the clothing arrived 
_ also. 
much in want of clothing; not that they had 
» much due them, but because they had spoiled | 
' and worn it out before the expiration of the year. 
| And it is a fact, well known in the Army. that 
' the clothing of recruits will not last them the 
| first year, unless the officers take much care. 


Some of the companies were at this time 


I do conceive Terre au Beeuf the most eligible 


place for an encampment I have seen on the 


| Mississippi, within fifty miles of New Orleans. 


The diseases with which the troops at camp 


| Terre au Boeuf were afflicted were complicated, 
| and of various kinds, and the physicians differed 
_ very much as to their mode of treatment. 


The troops were not paid so frequently as the 
law directs, but I believe as often as the nature 


_ of the service would permit. 


I do not recollect to have heard that the Gen- 
eral had received orders to move the troops up 


the river, until he was making arrangements to 


- carry it into effect, and that was about the Ist of 


August. 

I do not think a sufficient number of boats 
could have been had, at any one time, between 
the 14th of June and 10th of September, to trans- 


_ port the troops to Natchez; indeed, I am satisfied 


they could not. 


Questions by the Cominittee. 
Question. In what situation did you find the 


ground at Terre au Beeuf, on your arrival at that 


| place ? 


Answer. The ground at Terre au Beeuf, on 


which the encampment was making, had the | 


appearance of having once been cultivated as far 


A. The meat part of the ration was generally 
fresh beef, and as good as the country common- 
ly affords. The bread and flour was not good, 
and the General made a purchase of, I think, one 
hundred barrels, on account of the contractor, of 
the best flour that could be had in the city of 
Orleans: but when it was issued, it was found 
very little better than what the contractor’sagent 
was issuing. 

Q. Were mosquito nets or bars necessary for 
the troops, and were they provided ? 

A. Mosquito nets are necessary at all points 
and places on the Mississippi, from the Bluff of 
Natchez to the Balize. at least four months in 
the year; but the troops were not furnished with 
them, except for the sick in the hospital. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the country gen- 
erally in the neighborhood of New Orleans? 

A. I have no knowledge of the country in 
the neighborhood of New Orleans, at any con- 
siderable distance from the river banks, except 
what I have learned from others. 

Q. Do you not believe the sickness and deaths 
were increased by the badness of the provisions, 
and the want of hospital stores and medicines ? 

A. I have no doubt of it. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the country above 
New Orleans, and the positions best calculated 
for military sites ? 

A. lam not acquainted with the country be- 
tween New Orleans and Fort Adams, back from 
the river. The best sites for military positions are 
in the neighborhood of Fort Adams and Natchez. 

Q. Do you know whether any opinions were 
expressed among the officers in favor of a remo- 
val of the troops from Terre au Beuf up the 
river, and whether those opinions were made 
known to the General, and at what time? 

A. I know that opinions were expressed among 
the officers in favor of a removal of the troops 
from camp Terre au Beeuf, up the river; and I 
believe those opinions were partially made known 
to the General, but at what time, or by whom, I 


cannot say. N. PINKNEY. 


Wasuineton County, 8s. 

Ono this 24th of April, 1810, before the sub- 
scriber, a justice of the peace for the said county, 
appeared Ninian Pinkney, and made oath, in due 
form, that the facts stated in the foregoing affi- 
davit are true to the best of his knowledge. 


DANIEL RAPINE. 


No. ll. 


_ as the centre, from the extreme right of the line; | Deposition of John Chrystie, First Lieutenant 6th In- 


the other part had never been cleared before, and 
was covered with underwood and briers, and re- 
quired to be trenched to take off the rain water. 

Q. How long after your arrival at the camp 
was it before the tents were generally floored ? 

A. The tents of the men were all, or nearly 
all, floored in eight or ten days after my arrival. 

Q. What was the quality of the provisions 
with which the troops were supplied at Terre au 
Beeuf, and what measures were taken to procure 
those of a better quality ? 


} 
i 
| 


| 


} 


fantry, taken by the Committee of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, appointed to 
inquire into the cause or causes of the great mor- 
tality in that detachment of the Army of the United 
States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


I arrived at New Orleans on the 15th of 
March, 1809. The accommodations of the troops 
were as good as the town could afford, aud the 
provisions were, in general, such as are usually 
{urnished, I believe, though I recollect complaints 
were once or twice made and surveys held. 
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The market abounded with vegetables; but I 
do not know whether fresh provisions could have 
been procured in large quantities. 

About a third of the troops were on the sick 
report some time before our movement to camp, 
principally with dysenteries, 

About the first of June, nine strong companies 
(being a third of the whole) moved under the 
command of Major Pike, to the position at : 


au Boeuf, selected for the encampment, and the 
main body followed in six or eight days after. 

On my arrival, about the 10th of June, I found 
the ground, from the extreme right to some dis- 
tance to the left of the centre, dry and hard, and 
great part of the front covered with a firm sod, 
and Lbelieve clover. Every one seemed pleased 
with the situation, and the men in general were 
highly gratified with the change. 

he camp was not more infested with mos- 
quitoes, in my opinion, than the city of New 
Orleans, and they were never troublesome there 
during the day. 

The importance of having the trenches com- 
pleted before the rains set in, occasioned large de- 
tails at first, but they decreased with the pro- 
gress of the work. No labor was bestowed on 
them further than was necessary to the comfort 
of the soldiers and neainess of the camp; and | 
do believe, that those trenches were rather hurt- 
fal than otherwise to the plantation. Sheds for 
the sentries, other sheds capable of turning rain, 
extended between the lines of tents, from one 
extremity of the camp to the other; a guard 
house, and a large hospital, were erected with all 
possible dispatch. The tents were floored im- 
mediately on our arrival. 

The hospital department did not appear to 
meet perfectly the exigencies of the occasion. I | 
do remember to have heard, at one time, consid- | 
erable complaints on the score of hospital stores 


and medical attendance. It must be well known, 
however, I believe, to every officer then in camp, 
that the greatest exertions were made to remedy 
these evils. 

The provisions were generally fresh and good, 
except the flour; and | believe very good flour | 
was scarce at that time in New Orleans, 

The ciothing of the troops was not in good | 
condition, but 1 understood that none was dpe | 
until a short time before their departure for 
Natchez, when it was thought best not to issue. 

The most unwearied attention was paid by | 
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tants, not understanding the language, frequently 
had difficulties with the men, and sometimes 
when imposed on, could not be redressed ; at the 
same time, the great accession of population to 
New Orleans, Ten the Spanish islands, & 
gave them there a ready market. 

I consider the position at Terre au Boeuf the 
most eligible for an encampment, within one 
hundred miles of New Orleans, on the Mibssis. 
sippi. It is between two large well-cultivute; 
plantations; has the advantage of being imme. 
diately at the junction of the road from the Terre 
au Beuf neighborhood, with the main levee 
road—a circumstance manifestly favorable to the 
market; and, at the same time, its nearness tg 
New Orleans gave every facility of procuring 
extraordinary supplies. . 

The rear and extreme left were, on our firs: 
arrival, exceedingly wet, and covered with brush- 
wood; but the small growth being cleared away, 
and the trenches dug, it soon became dry and firm, 


JOHN CHRYSTIE, 1st Lieut. 


Wasainoton Counry, ss. 

On the 24th day of April, 1810, before the 
subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, 
appeared John Chrystie, and made oath, in due 
form, that the above and foregoing facts in this 
affidavit are true to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. DANIEL RAPINE. 





No. 12. 
Deposition of General James Wilkinson, April 24, 1810, 


To the honorable the Committee appointed to in- 
quire into the cause or causes of the great mor- 
tality in that detachment of the Army of the 
United States ordered for the defence of New 
Orleans. 

GentTLemen: I deeply regret my incapacity to 
comprise, in this hasty report, all the causes which 
have induced the inquiry before you. But the 
circumstances of the moment will not permit 
that broad exposition which it is my desire to 
present you. Hurried from Baltimore, I left the 
records of my command for the last season, with 
other papers of consequence, on ship-board, and 
they have reached me too late for critical exam- 
ination and comparison. 

I beg leave to premise, that military history, 
ancient and modern, will show, that in new levied 
armies more men are lost by disease than by the 
sword. I quote the authority of Marshal Saxe 








the General to the police of the camp; and | and General Washington to justify this position; 
though, for some time, its condition showed us | and it may also be supported by a recurrence to 
to be but young soldiers, it soon became perfectly | the mortality which attended our armies at T'- 













neat and clean. 
Of the company to which I was attached, four | 
men died at camp ; two of them of the dysentery, 


which, I believe they had taken at New Orleans. | 


Vegetables and milk were to be had in abun- 


dance, until within a very short time before our | season, in proportion to numbers, did take place 


departure, but, in general, the market did not an- 
swer expectation; a circumstance which may 
probably be attributed to these causes: certain 
articles found to be unhealthy were prohibited; 
prices were at one time restricted; the inhabi- 








conderoga, under Major General Gates, in the 
ear 1776, and under Major General Wayne, a 
is camp of Greenville, in the year 1803, in higi 
latitudes, and salubrious climes. It is also a fac! 
that as great a mortality as we experienced last 


in 1801, at the camp near the mouth of the Ohio, 
to which Colonel Williams, of the Engineers, 
now in this city, can testify. 

Were I required to say, in a few words, wha 
were the chief causes of the mortality among the 
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quenily 


+ troops, under my command, on the waters of the | accompanied by himself, Colonel Smyth, of the 
letimes, fF | Mississippi, the last season, I should ascribe much | rifle corps, (Colonel Parker being indisposed,) 
3 atthe F | tothe peculiar visitation of Providence, much to | and some gentlemen of the vicinity, who gave 
ation to F | the time and manner of assembling the troops at | every assurance of the salubrity of the spot, 
Is, &e, F |) New Orleans, and more to the sudden change | founded on the experience of years, and promised 

* from the habits of domestic life to those of the | us a competent market from the adjacent set- 
ceul the camp; from the ease and comforts of the citizen, | tlements, which extended down the river, and at 
110 one F to the hardships and exposure of the soldier; to | right angles from it. in a direction to the east- 
Missis- B > these, however, must be added other subordinate | ward, for several leagues. I beg leave to refer 
Itivuted JF causes, which, doubtless, contributed to exaspe- | to my letter to Governor Claiborne, and his an- 
yimme- F rateour sufferings. Such were the defects of the | swer, marked No 1 and 2, for illustration of the 
e Terre B medical and provision department, defects which | preceding facts. 

n levee F [found it was impossible to control, although | Under these circumstances, with the coneur- 
le to the E every exertion was made to remedy them. It) rence of those who examined the ground with 
Thess to F was in vain I sought for competent medical aid ; | me, it was fixed on for our encampment, and mea- 
ocuring F the country did not afford it. Extravagant prices | sures were immediately taken to remove the 


; 
_ —E- were offered for fresh beef, without effect; and poe from the city. Orders were accordingly 
our first — flour of the best quality in New Orleans was | given for the march of nine companies, out of 


ON 


h brush- purchased for account of the contractor, which, | twenty-eight, on the first of Jane; the main body 
daway, B on examination, could scarcely be distinguished | followed on the ninth, and the whole were en- 
nd firm, from that of our daily issues. The professional campted on the tenth. I wrote to the Secretary 

Liew. J standing of the troops, too, was unfavorable to | of War on the 29th May, advising him of my 
| that police, which is indispensable to health in | determination, and apprizing him at large of my 

fore the E 2ggregated bodies. Both officers and men were | reasons for preferring this spot. After the estab- 
county, jee green trom the bosom of civil life,and had reached | lishment of my camp, and on the 14th of June, I 

, in due fe At stage between the armed yeomanry and the | received a “conditional” order from the Secre- 
sin this disciplined soldier, when the promptitude and | tary of War, under date of the 30th April, di- 
owledae fe eathusiasm of the citizen is lost, and a sense = recting a removal of the troops from New Or- 
INE. ~ veteran punctuality and subordination has not! leans, if they had been removed, and recom- 
been acquired. mending a position in the vicinity of Fort 

_ On the second of December, 1809, I received | Adams; but, as the order was imperative, as the 

orders for the assembly of the troops at New Or- | mode of transport was not provided, as the move- 

*4,1810. J leans, by the route of the ocean and of the West- | ment, by the ordinary means, would have been 

edtoin- B ern waters; and the corps were assembling at greatly expensive, as the operation, under exist- 
eat mor [F that city from the month of February until May. | ing circumstances, menaced the lives of the men, 
y of the & I arrived there the 19th of April; the vernal | and more particularly as the troops were gaining 
of New — heat was then extreme, and I found five hundred | health, and general satisfaction appeared to pre- 
- and ninety-eight sick, nearly one-third of the | vail, I replied to the Secretary, under date of 

pacity to | whole. At that stage of the season, with such a | the 18th June, repeating the motives which had 
es which [F body of sick, sound discretion and common hu- | induced the selection of the spot I occupied, and 
But the ‘ manity would, to an observer, have opposed the | assigning reasons why the troops should be con- 

t permit idea of attempting to mount the river, three hun- | tinued there. Indeed, so strongly did I apprehend 
desire to : dred miles, under a vertical sun, and against an | the consequences which must attend the trans- 
‘left the fF impetuous current; and if the sick had been left | fer of a body of men, a majority of whom were 
on, with : behind, the whole medical staff must also have | either sick or convalescent, from my camp to 
ard, aod — been left to take care of them, which would have | Fort Adams, under the heats and dews of the 
al exam- [exposed the marching body to disease and death, | summer, that, had the order of the 30th April 
_ without succor—a circumstance at once inhuman | been imperative, I think I should have paused 

- history, and unwarantable. over it, until [ could have reported our real con- 
w levied 3 I perceived at first glance the necessity of re- | dition, and received further instructions. Hu- 


n by the § moving from New Orleans; but my orders being | manity, policy, and justice, to those entrusted to 


al Saxe [| expressly to ‘make such a disposition of the troops | my charge, as well as to my country, would have 

position; f as would most effectually enable me to defend | enjoined it on me to hazard this responsibility. 

‘rence to | that city, and its dependencies, against any in- | The event justified my fears; and it will ever 

esat Ti: — vading torce,” it became my primary duty to seek | be my opinion, that, if we had moved to the salt 

, in the for the position best adapted to this end, and waters in our vicinity, or to the sea shore, which 

layne, al which combined the fairest prospects of health. | was not distant, we should not have suffered one- 

, in high At this period, and for two or three weeks after, | third the loss we sustained in ascending the river, 

iso a fact continued showers of rain kept the flat surface of | and that our continuance at the encampment of 

need last the country (the earth being satarated by the | Terre au Beeuf, would have been less fatal than 

ke place spring flood) too wet for the formation of an en- | the movement we made. The best informed in- 

he Ohio, campment. habitants anticipated the consequences, and that ; 

pgineers, The interval was occupied in reconnoitering | the opinions of our ablest surgeons were in uni- 4 
at all points for a suitable position; and, at the | son with my own will appear from the reports i 

ds, what ee instance of the Governor of the Territory, | of Doctors Upshaw, Thruston, and Goodlet, ex- a 

hong the visited Terre au Beeu!, near the English Turn, | hibited in the documents Nos. 3, 4, and 5. . 
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On the 20th of July, I received a letter from | every man’s observation, 
date the 22d of 


the Secretary of War, bearin 
June, in answer to my letter of the 29th. of May, 
In this letter the Secretary makes reference to his 
“conditional” order of the 30th of April, and di- 
rected me to embark immediately “all the troops” 
on board the public vessels (excepting the gar- 
risons of New. Orleans and Fort St. Philip,) and 
proceed to the high ground in the rear of Fort 
Adams, and the public ground in the rear of 
Natchez. This letter covered the copy of an 
order from the Secretary of the Navy to Captain 
Porter, directing him to furnish a vessels as 
could be spared from the service, fur the transport 
of the troops. Every exertion depending on my- 
self was instantly entered upon to carry this order 
intoeffect. But finding that the transport apenide 
cally assigned was utterly inadequate to the ob- 
ject, to supply the deficiency, I hired some boats, 

orrowed others, and repaired several belonging 
to the public, which had. been condemned as un- 
fit for service, and were accidentally discovered 
to be lying at Fort Adams. Four gunboats fell 
down to my camp on the eighth of September, 
embarked one hundred and ninety one men, and 
sailed the next day; and excepting a small de- 
tachment, to raise and repair a sunken boat, the 
last man left the ground on the 13th, on board 
the craft which had been employed and repaired. 
At this time a fever, by which I had suffered, be- 
came so violent as to confine me to my bed, and 
put it out of my power to accompany the troops. 
I followed them under a severe malady, but it 
was not until November that my health was 
restored. 

The position of Terre au Beeuf, in relation to 
the defence of New Orleans, is the. best which 
can be found in the country. It covers our bat- 
teries at the English Turn, and, by a sudden 
transition, our force may be employed to resist 
any approach by the Lakes on the East or West 
of the river. The plan submitted to the com- 
mittee will, I flatter myself, give them satisfac- 
tion on this point; and, in addition to other tes- 
timony. respecting the character of the spot for 
salubrity, and of the improvements made on it 
by the troops, I beg leave to offer the deposition of 

. Delassize, No. 6, the proprietor, and a man 
of great respectability. 

When the troops embarked, the whole of them 


had been paid up to the last of June, and some of | 


them to the first of September. After that period 
my orders had no effect on the paymaster, who 
plead ill health, and his instructions, to remain in 
New Orleans. When General Hampton relieved 
me, he advanced some pay to the troops from his 

rivate purse, (a thing impossible to a man who 

ad been twenty-five years in service.) and di- 
rected the paymaster to be arrested, and sent up 
in custody of an officer, if he should refuse to 
march at forty-eight hours’ notice. This step 
had the desired effect, but it was too strong a one 
for me to take. 

No question can be made as to the correctness 
of the motives which directed the transfer of the 
troops to the upper country. It will occur to 








that, in general, a high 
country must be healthier than a low one; yet 
every person must be sensible that this, like qj) 





other rules, is liable to exception, This obser. 
vation is sanctioned by the authority of Docto, 
Seip. a respectable man and able physician a 
Natchez, whose report, under cover, No. 7, wil 
prove that district of country to have been more 
sickly the last season than for twenty years past, 
Upon the whole, we have been unfortunate, no 
culpable. The best evidence I can offer of my 
conduct, in what concerned the sick, will be 
found in the enclosed testimonial of the medica) 
staff, No. 8, which was handed to me after I had 
transferred the command of the department to 
Brigadier General Hampton, and was about to 
leave the country. I throw myself upon the can. 
dor and justice of the committee to pardon me 
for observing, that I have seen, from the public 
prints, that the arts and intrigues of my enemies, 
co-operating with a current of prejudice, have 
perverted and misrepresented, to my injury, the 
scenes to which this report has reference. The 
tales of ignorant, discontented, seditious, and 
worthless subalterns, and the fictions and false. 
hood of my personal and political enemies, have 
been industriously circulated to wound my char- 
acter; but being conscious that, in this, as in 
every other instance of public service, | have 
done, and more than done my duty, I court in- 
quiry, and defy investigation. 

To these facts and statements Iam willing to 
depose ; and with the highest consideration and 
respect for those whom I address, I have the 
honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JAMES WILKINSON. 

Wasuineton City, April, 24, 1810, 
Wasaineton Counry, 88. 

On this 24th of April, 1810, before the subscri- 
| ber, a justice of the peace for said county, ap- 

peared James Wilkinson, and made oath, in due 
form, that the foregoing facts, as stated, are true, 
to the best of his Seabashethint recollection, and 
| belief. DANIEL RAPINE. 
| Papers accompanying the deposition of General 
Wilkinson. 


No. 1. 
Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to Gov- 
ernor Claiborne. 
Camp Terre au Baur, July 27, 1809. 
“Si: As much clamor has been made wit! 


tr 





its health and fitness, I take the liberty to address 
you on the subject. 

“ And as you offered me the first suggestion in 
its favor, I will thank you to inform me whetber 
you did not reconnoitre the site before I deter- 
mined to adopt it for my encampment, and after- 
wards reiterate to me your recommendation ol 
it? In addition to the sanction of your opinion, 
I believe it is within your knowledge, that the 
most ancient and respectable inhabitants of the 
country concur with you in sentiment. But as 
you have also seen the encampment since it was 


respect to the merits of this position, in point of 
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* formed and improved, I shall be obliged by the | Orleans, in proportion to the population, than 


and salubrity.” 


opinion is now, aud ware has been, that the 
position 7 occupy, at t 

the Engli 

such troops as may be designed to give protec- 

> tion to the city of New Orleans. It has, more- 
_ over, been represented to me, by several of the 


cot EDA nay 


avowal of your opinion of its present appearance 


True extract. N. PINKNEY, Captain. 





No. 2. 


4 Extract of letter from Governor Claiborne to General 


Wilkinson, dated 


New Orteans, July 28, 1809. 
“T° received your letter of yesterday. My 


e commencement of 
sh Turn, is the most eligible one, for 


old inhabitants, (and from my own observations, 
Ido not doubt the fact,) to be as healthy as any 
site on the Mississippi, between Baton Rouge 
and the Balize. ; 

“TI did, therefore, after having myself viewed 
the spot, which I found to be more elevated than 
the tnd on the Mississippi generally is, advise 
you to fix your summer cantonment at that place; 
and I am now persuaded, from the great care 
which is taken to keep the ground dry, to defend 
the men from the influence of the sun, and to lodge 


' them comfortably, that the number of your sick 
_ will daily diminish.” 


True extract. N. PINKNEY, Captain. 





No. 3. 
By order of General Wilkinson. 


A report on the diseases of the Camp, Terre au Beeuf, | for a few shillings. 


their causes, character, and mode of treatment. 


Camp, Terre av Beevr, July 20, 1809. 
The diseases which are now prevalent among 


_ the men in camp, are chronic diseases, bilious 


- and intermitting fevers, some cases of scurvy. 
| The chronic diarrhea was first introduced by 
| the change of aliment, and the use of the Missis- 
__ sippi waters; which water is strongly impregna- 


ted with calcareous earth and carbonate of lime. 


| Many of the men were violently attacked before 
| their arrival at New Orleans with diarrhea, from 
| the use of the water when on their route up the 


river. On the first arrival of the troops at New 


Orleans this disease was common, almost univer- | 


sal; generally speaking, the disease proved fatal, 
or yielded to treatment, before our encampment 
was formed; but, even now, many are found lin- 
gering in the last stage of cold diarrhea, of from 
three to four months standing. It may safely be 
affirmed that three-fourths of the deaths in camp 
have been from this disease. 

The bilious and intermitting fevers are more 
common in camp than they were in Orleans; but 
of the number of cases I have seen there has been 


here, notwithstanding the disadvantages we are 
of necessity compelled to encounter. 

The scurvy exists in a few cases, but is not to 
be feared, as we can command vegetable food and 
acids. Themen, when sick, living on therations, 
is, no doubt, the cause of the scurvy. 

Ample reasons will be found, in the imperfect 


| State of the medical staff, and want of capacity 


in many who compose that staff; in the want of 
a hospital. hospital stores. and medicines, for the 
mortality of the soldiery. When the hospital, 
which is now building, shall be finished, when 
each medical man shall have his duties well de- 
fined, and those of the best capacity placed in sit- 
uations the most responsible and dangerous, if the 
military agent should receive such instructions 
as would enable him to supply the sick with such 
hospital stores and medicines as are necessary, I 
feel assured of the truth I now assert, that our 
deaths would be lessened three-fourths. 

The additional expense ought not to be calcu- 
lated, where the lives and health of the troops 
are concerned; but, by stopping the rations of the 
sick man this expense will be very small. It is 
a distressing sight, and truly unpleasant to the 
feelings of the medical man, to be in attendance 
on the sick soldier, and see him die for the want 
of proper food and medicines; humanity mourns 
oversuchasight. Justice, policy, and patriotism, 
require this allowance and liberality from Gov- 
ernment. It isa fact that there is not one dollar 
of public money which can be had to purchase 
milk or vegetables in camp; many are, of course, 
suffering for necessaries, which might be bought 
The commutation of the ra- 


| tion would be sufficient for this purpose. 


There are many sick men in camp who cannot 
be moved, however desirable it might be, even 
to the hospital in Orleans. They came here sick, 
have grown worse, and are now on the brink of 
the grave. Transporting them, in this hot cli- 
mate, would be certain death. 

WM. UPSHAW, 
Surgeon 5th infantry. 





No, 4. 


Camp, Terre av Beor, July 29, 1809. 

Str: In pursuance of your request, I proceed to 
give you a report at this place, together with the 
several diseases, and my opinion as respects the 
site of this encampment. I feel a difficulty in 
draughting this report, as no doubt there must be 
contained in it many subjects which require a 
more full and free investigation than my health 
and time will allow me to allot to the perform- 
ance. Should any inaccuracies appear on the 
face of it, I trust your goodness of heart, and 
| your good sense, will lead you to pass them over 


no one attended with violent or fatal symptoms | in silence. 


in the first stage, and appear to yield readily to 
the depleting plan of treatment. These diseases 
belong to the climate and territory of Orleans; 
and are, I believe, less violent in this camp than 
at Orleans. The bills of mortality are greater at 


On the 4th of July I arrived at this camp, and 
found great numbers on the sick reports; some 
laboring under dysentery, some with bilious re- 
mitting fevers, and others with scurvy, though 
small in proportion. Those afflicted with dysen- 
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tery were very much reduced when I first saw 
them, and almost all of them died. I was in- 
duced to make inquiry into the circumstances of 
this disease ; | found it was generally subsequent 
to bilious fever, and that very few cases of this 
complaint commenced with the usual symptoms 
which attend it in the first instance. Some new 
cases of dysentery have come immediately under 
my care, which, when taken in time, have nearly 
yielded to medicine and such diet as was proper 
for them. I think the disease on the decline, and 
I do not dread the recurrence, unless some mate- 
rial change in the season should predispose the 
constitution of the soldiery to take it. There are 
circumstances that might render this fatal disease 
epidemic; and I dread them much. Buta good 
market, with such hospital and medical stores as 
may be necessary, not too many of the men con- 
fined together, avoiding the night air and dews, 
will, in a great measure, obviate the apprehen- 
sions and danger. 

There are but few cases of bilious remitting 
fever now under my case. They are very ob- 
stinate, and when they do yield to medicine, the 
patient is often attacked when extremely debili- 
tated by diarrheea, and carried off without fever 
or any other distressing symptom. 

The intermitting fever is now the most preva- 
lent complaint in camp. Some, when appa- 
rently on the recovery, are suddenly taken with 
dysentery and diarrhea, which terminates in 
death or extreme debility. This disease often al- 
ternates (as I have often seen) from fever to dys- 
entery and diarrhea, and from the two latter to 
the former, many times in the week. Such cases 
are dangerous, and I find great difficulty in their 
treatment. The bark loses its effect ina few 
days, and, indeed, often produces nausea and dis- 
gust very disagreeable to the patient. I find an- 
timonials in small doses, and repeated blisterings 
to the extremities, of great service. 
commenced with different preparations of arse- 
nic, and have great hopes of the success. The 
scurvy has made its appearance; several have 
died with it. It has increased considerably within 
ten days, and I fear that the progress will be diffi- 
cult to arrest. In some cases, the rapid march 
astonished me. Every effort that I made towards 
relief and cure was fruitless, (though this was 
not always thecase) and my prescriptions appeared 
to have no effect in alleviating the miseries of the 
suffering patient. This disease wears a peculiar 
character, and differs, in my estimation, from 
that disease described in different authors. The 
continuance of fresh provision, constant supplies 
of vegetables, and a strict adherence to cleanliness, 
will prevent its spreading through camp. I feel 
the more confident in the opinion, from the cir- 
eumstance that no officer in the line has had it. 
The sick reports of four companies, which | at- 
tend, have enlarged considerably, though, in the 
increase, but few dangerous cases have occured. 
I see no reason to believe that anything like an 
epidemic rages in camp. I fear the approaching 
season will bring upon us some distressing and 
fatal disorders, that will pay no respect to persons. 
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My fears on this head, I trust, may be imaginary 
The situation of this camp I believe to be ), 
vest on the Mississippi, in any part of this country. 
I draw this opinion, not from an acquaintane 


with the sites, but from the judgment and opin. im 


ions of the best informed men with whom. I hay: 
conversed on the subject. I do not think our sity. 
tion could be bettered at this season of the year, 
The danger of a removal at this period, [ thin; 
hazardous in the extreme—I mean a removal 1 
any distance, where the troops would be oblige; 
to be conveyed in small vessels by water, an; 
contending against a strong and difficult current. 
When I give this opinion, I wish to be understoo; 
that Lallude toa removal iu the hot months. 4; 
soon as the weather wil! permit, 1 do think }; 
would be endangering the lives of the soldiery 
to continue them here, : 

The above sketch is given upon mature reflec. 
tion, backed upon some experiénce, and not biased 
by party of prejudice. I trust it will meet you 
approbation, and accord with your sentiments. 

1 have the honor to remain, with high regard, es. 
teem, and respect, your very obedient humble 
servant, &c. 

A. THRUSTON, Surgeon 7th Inj. 


Gen. J. Witxinson, Commanding. 





No. 5. 


WasuincTon., January 3, 1810. 

Sir: I should do injustice to yourself, and vio- 
lence to my own feelings, were I to permit your 
Excellency to leave this Territory without giving 
you my sentiments, as respects Camp Terre a 
Beuf, and the march from that place to our pres- 
ent situation. Circumstances relative to my pro: 
fessional calls precluded the possibility of afford: 
ing this testimonial to your Excellency, at, per 
haps, a more seasonable time. 

The calls of my worthy friend Colonel Rus. 
sell, then lying on the bed of sickness at New 
Orleans, prevented my doing the task which | 
now present for your perusal. 

As a member of the medical staff, and who 
was amongst the earliest of those who arrived a! 
New Orleans, I could not fail to observe the dil: 
ferent and varied changes of the diseases whic! 
have occurred inthe Army. From dire necessily 
I was obliged to attend to every corps in the line 
save the light artillery, and L trust you will ex 
cuse me when I say I could not fail to have a 
accurate knowledge of the situation of every 
company in the line. At the period when ou 
movement was spoken of and contemplated, | (0 
not for a moment hesitate to declare that the 
men were on the recovery. The thoughts 0! 4 
remove or ascent up the Mississippi, made me 
tremble for their fate,and the more so, when! 
recognised the debilitated situation of the so 
diery, consequent to the climate in which they 
were exposed. Let me here observe (and I fii 
ter myself I am correct in the assertion) that the 
troops were evidently on the recovery, and @ 
that time, too, which was all-important to every 
individual who composed our Army. It has 4! 
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Mortality in the Troops at New Orleans. 


ways been my opinion (and I have seen nothing 
toinduce me to alter it) that hundreds of men 
were lost by the movement from the Camp Terre 
au Beuf, that otherwise might have now been 
alive. Believe me, sir, when I tell you, our march 
was premature by many, very many weeks ; for, 


7 as the men were evidently on the recovery, a lit- 


) tletime would have rendered them more capable 


> toundertake and brave the hardships which stared 


them in the face. These hardships have occurred, 


4 they have been experienced and sorely felt, under 
|» circumstances, when affliction and disease had 
> enervated every fibre in their system. 


But the 


+ soldiery were not the only people in this Territory 
+ who had the prevailiog diseases of our camp. 
> From careful inquiry I find the citizens on the 


Mississippi in the same unhappy situation ; and it 


|) was observed by many old and well informed in- 


> habitants, that the country had not been so sickly 


for a number of years. 
| the same fate would have attended us had our | 


In truth I believe that | 


situation been anywhere else onthe river. The 


_ despondency of mind attending necessarily young 


troops, adding to that the distance from relatives 


' and friends, and the very bad fare from inexpe- 
| rience in the culinary way, was at least as in- 
| jurious to the men as the local situation of the | 
- camp. 


The limits of a letter will not permit me to en- 


States; and that, for the pasturage furnished the 
publie horses, for the timber and fuel used, and 
damages sustained during the occupancy of three 
months, the deponent received the sum of six 
en and forty dollars and fifty-four cents 
only. 

The undersigned further declares that he has 
resided at the same place, and adjacent to the said 
camp, with a population of more than sixty souls, 
during the space of years, and that, from his ob- 
servations and experience, he considers it as 
healthy a spot as any in the vieinity of New Or- 
leans. A true copy from the original. 

JEAN DELASSIZE. 

Sworn before me, this 10th day of March, 1810. 

J. DUCHANYU. 


No. 7. 
Narcuez, February 15, 1810. 
General Wilkinson will please excuse the de- 
lay uf my reply to his favor of the ninth instant, 


when I assure him that nothing but want of ume 
prevented it sooner. 


Very respectfully, sir, yours, &c. 
F. SEIP. 
The diseases most predominant during the last 


| and preceding seasons, in this country, as far as it 


has come within my knowledge, were fevers of 


large on this subject. I now, sir, bid you fare-| the intermitting and remitting kind, cholera, dys- 


| well. May the services you have rendered your | entery, and catarrh. The mortality attending 


' country be long remembered by a grateful people, | these complains is by no means great, in eompar- 


pei ice Cs 


Weer 


> and bea solace and comfort to you in your last | son with the numbers attacked. A cause of this, 


moments. no doubt, is the tendency most diseases here have 
I have the honor to be. sir, your most obedient | to run Into the intermitting state; a form of all 
and humble servant, A. G. GOODLET. | others most immediately under the control of 
Gen. WILKINSON. medicine, and one by which time is allowed to 
| obviate a recurrence of the diseases. The vio- 
lence of intermitting diseases at the same time 


No. 6. being chiefly exerted upon the spleen and other 


Deposition of Mr. Delassize. 


Marca 10, 1810. 
The undersigned, Jean Delassize, a native and 
inhabitant of Louisiana, being forty-three years 
of age, on his oath declareth, that he is, and has 


| abdominal viscera, unless arrested in time, impair 

| the constitution, and thereby lay the foundation 

| for other disorders, which, though slow, eventu- 
ally destroy life. 


The aptitude every form of disease has to run 


been for four years, the proprietor of the ground | !2to that state, is so great, that peripneumonia, 
at Terre au Beuf, which was occupied by the catarrh, opthalmia, and even rheumatic affections, 
troops under the command of General Wilkinson | frequently partake of it, and very often require 
the’ past season; that no proposition was ever | bark and other tonies to complete the cure. 

made to him, by or for General Wilkinson, di- The last epidemic we experienced in this coun- 
rectly or indirectly, respecting the purchase of| tty, was the influenza of the autumn of 1807, 
said place, or any part of it; that no levee, or any | which commenced with the month of November, 


part of one, was erected by the troops encamped 
on said ground, nor any other works made on it, 
but such as appeared necessary to the comfort of 
said troops; that said ground adjoined the cane 
field of this deponent, and that no clearing or 
other improvements was made on said ground to 
prepare for its cultivation; that the trenches and 
ditches, cut to keep the camp dry, were rather in- 
jurious than beneficial to the tillage of the ground, 
a large proportion of which was covered by clover, 
far before the troops came to it; that the accom- 
modations made and materials brought to the 
ground for the use of the troops, were sold at 
public vendue for the account of the United 


and continued during the greater part of that 
winter. Pleuritie symptoms combining with 
the influenza, contribute much to increase its 
mortality. A remarkable change in the character 
of that disease (pleurisy) took place at that pe- 
riod ; cases occurring where it became necessary 
to use the lancet as freely as itever is done in the 
Eastern States. Something of the same nature 
1 think I have remarked in this disease often since, 
depletion being necessary to a much greater ex- 
tent than I had seen it used previous to that year, 
and some of them in newly arrived Africans. 
Catarrhs have prevailed at different periods since, 
but not to so greata degree in force or extent. 
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Some few cases, it ought to be observed, of that 
complaint, the last autuma, were strongly marked 
in their symptoms, such as accompanied the in- 
fluenza of the year 1807. These were collections 
of matter in the antrum and frontal sinus; symp- 
toms most characteristic of that disease, followed 
by the peculiar fetid discharge from those cavi- 
ties. Some instances have occurred, when the 
abscess was seated in the lungs; unattended, 
however, with hectic fever; the discharge as 
foetid, soon, as in the other cases, relieved itself, 
and a speedy convalescence followed. 

The only endemic disease of the past season 
was the intermitting fever ; and so prevalent was 
it, that I have been frequently assured that noth- 
ing equal to it has been experienced for twenty 
years. This is ascribed, and with much proba- 
bility, to the extreme rise of the Mississippi, cov- 
ering the low grounds, and retiring during the 
summer. How far the influence of its banks and 
the adjacent low grounds on the western side of 
that river extends eastward, is yet undecided; 
but that it does, for a great distance, is evident 
from the similarity of the diseases of both coun- 
tries. The diseases, in fact, of all the high lands 
in this neighborhood, are properly such as. are 
generated upon low and marshy situations; many 
artificial causes, it is true, increase the evil, such 
as clearing the low grounds, erecting ponds, &c. 
During the last summer those situations which, 
in former seasons, were most exempt, became 
very subject to the prevailing diseases. The 
character of this endemic differed somewhat from 
the same disease of other years; a deep sighing 
Was a very constant symptom of the remitting 
and intermitting fevers of the present year, with 

reat pain at the pit of the stomach, and copious 
Tiecheunen of a dark color from the stomach and 
alimentary, canal. 

The access of the above diseases was, for the 
most part, preceded by a lassitude, slight rigor 
or chill, one or two days previous to the attack, 
recurring at regular periods daily, or every other 
day, and increasing in violence until the disease 
became fully marked. The chill varied in dif- 
ferent cases, and was mostly attended by an ex- 
ceeding irritable state of the stomach, by vomiliag. 
To this succeeded the fever, which continued 
from six to twenty-four hours, with excruciating 

in of the head, back, and pit of the stomach. 
When the patient was robust and of a plethoric 
habit, the fever frequently set in with a very 
slight chill, and continued for two or three days 
before a complete intermission took place, 

What the generai effect of this climate might be 
upon a body of men subject to military habits, 
&e. I could not venture to say from experience ; 
but the poorer class of emigrants, who annually 
visit this country from above—the first effect 
occasioned by intense heat, and other remote 
causes, upon persons of that description, discoy- 
ers itself early in an attack of cholera morbus, 
remitting and intermitting fever, diarrhea, or dys- 
entery: the former are by much the most favor- 
able forms of seasoning, as it is usually termed ; 
the diarrhea or dysentery are invariably the 

















worst, and at all times, a most serious complain: 
This last form of disease, no doubt, would be th, 
one most likely to occur, where improper die; 
intemperance, and frequent exposure to the sud. 
den changes of air, take place. The difficulty of 
restoring the tone of the bowels after an attack 
of that complaint, is such, that it not unfrequently 
baffles every attempt of medicine, and requires , 
change of climate to effect it. 

To guard a large body of men against the oc. 
currence of disease, from such numerous sources. 
would, without doubt, be a very difficult thing w 
accomplish, unless their arrival could be so map. 
aged as to inure, in some measure, the constitu. 
tion gradually to the change of climate. Th; 
has been sometimes attempted in introducing 
fresh gangs of negroes into the Territory, and ap. 
parently with the happiest effect. Depletion here 
was substituted, and lenient exercise, for some 
time, together with a proper regimen, observed, 





No. 8. 
Wasuineron, January 23, 1810, 


Sir: As you have resigned the command of 
the troops to which we are attached, this letter 
cannot, by the most malignant, be ascribed to any 
improper motives, and we beg you to be assured 
that it proceeds from the most disinterested source. 
and is produced by a temper of justice only. 

Jo offering to you our best wishes for your fu- 
ture health and happiness, we should not do jus- 
tice to our feelings, nor your conduct, if we omit- 
ted to acknowledge your incessant attention to 
the department of which we are members, or 
failed to give testimony to your solicitude, your 
tenderness for, and fostering care of the sick ; for 
it was, sir, to the supplies of extraordinary com- 
forts and necessaries which you from time to 
time have ordered, that we owe the lives of many 
men ; and whatever may have been the misrep- 
resentations or misapprehensions which have gone 
forth on this subject, we have no doubt the con- 
sciousness of your own good conduct will afford 
you the richest rewarc under heaven. 

We have the honor to remain, your very obe- 
dient and humble servants, 

J. W. DANIEL, 
eI Surgeon, U.S. A. 
D. CLAUDE, 
Surgeon Light Artillery. 
ALFRED THRUSTON, 
Surgeon 7th Infantry. 
WM. UPSHAW, 
Surgeon 5th Infantry. 
SMITH CUTLER, 
Surgeon Rifle Corps. 
LEWIS DUNHAM, 
Surgeon Dragoons. 
THOMAS PINKERTON, 
Surgeon’s Maie U.S. Army. 
A. G. GOODLET, 
Surgeon’s Mate 7th infantry. 
THOMAS LAWSON, 
Surgeon’s Mate. 
General WILKINSON. 


2496 


A 
= 
A 
> 
is 
a 
¥ 
= 
“4 
3 
be 
te. 
4 














Tete 


ei 









ne Mito Redl dia aS Seg itete Eh Oa as | RD 


a 


| 
x 
Jj 


! 


ALLOWANCE OF DRAWBACK. 


[Communicated to the House, February 21, 1810.] 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to whom was referred 
the petition of George Armroyd & Co., made the 
following report: 

The petitioners state that, on the 10th of July, 


- 1807, certain goods, wares, and merchandise, 


_ were imported in the schooner Christianstadt, 
- into the 


nited States, viz: at Wilmington, in 


' the district of Delaware, and that the same were 


q afterwards transported, coastwise, in the sloops 
Carolina and Ann, to Philadelphia. 


That, on the 2d day of October, 1809, Mr. 


4 Percival, one of the partners of the firm, made 
_ application, at the custom-house of Philadelphia, 
' to 


now whether the merchandise was then en- 


_ titled to drawback : the deputy collector and naval 


officer, on examination, determined that the mer- 
| chandise was entitled to the drawback, and would 
| continue so if shipped on the 3d or 4th of October. 


That, on the 3d of October, the merchandise | 


| was shipped for a foreign port, after having pre- 


_ viously obtained the export permits. 


The peti- 


‘tioners further state, that, at the usual period, 
' certificates for debentures were issued, subscribed 
' by the deputy collector and naval officers, and 
| delivered to the petitioners, to enable them to re- 


ceive, from the collector at Wilmington, 


the 


' amount of the drawback, and that, on the 


appli- 
' cation of the petitioners to the collector of Wil. 
' mington, for the amount of the debentures, he | 
' refused to pay the same, alleging as a reason, that 
' the merchandise had been too long within the | 
United States to be entitled to the drawback of | 


duties. All the facts set forth in this statement | 


_ are supported by custom-house certificates. T'wo | 
| letters 


one from the Comptroller of the Treasury, | 


and the other from the de uty collector of the | 
 custom-house at Philadelphia, accompany the | 


petition. By the computation of the Comptroller, | 


_ the time during which the merchandise was en- 


_ titled to a drawback, had expired by a day, but, | 


} 


from the calculation made by the deputy collec- 
tor and naval officer of Philadelphia, the expor- | 
tation took place two days within the period | 


' allowed for transshipments of merchandise with | 


benefit of drawback. 
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this case, they do not admit that it comports 
either with the honor or justice of the National 
Legislature, to take advantage of an error, if error 
it be, committed by citizens acting in conformity 
to the decision of its authorized agents. It ap- 
pears, from the documents before the committee, 
that George Armroyd and Company would never 
have exported the merchandise had they not been 
previously assured, by the proper authority, that 
the drawback of duties would be allowed. The 
difficulty in this case arises in a great measure in 
the three following circumstances: Ist. The time 
allowed for the exportation, with an allowance 
of the drawback, being made up of parts of dif- 
ferent years; 2d. The deduction of the time dur- 
ing which the embargo was in force, viz: from 
the 22d of December, 1807, to the 15th of March, 
1809; and, 3dly. The intervention of leap year. 
The committee are not disposed to rest the 
claim of the parties to the justice of the National 
Legislature on either of the three points stated. 
Their decision is founded on the official acts of 
the deputy collector and naval officer of the port 
of Philadelphia. The letter of Mr. Graff, the 
deputy collector, clearly proves that the petition- 
ers acted fairly, and in strict conformity to the 
usage of the custom-house, 
hough the committee make their decision in 
favor of the parties, on the grounds stated, yet 
they are satisfied it might be made to depend, 
with great propriety, on the other points. The 
calculation of the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
contained in his letter, to which the committee 
beg leave to refer, differs from that made by offi- 
cers of the customs at least byaday. According 
to strict and fair computation, it appears that the 
additional day in leap year should be given asa 
day of grace to the petitioners. If there had been 
no embargo, part of leap year would have been 
computed in the time allvived for the exportation 
with benefit of drawback. It never was the in- 
tention of the Legislature to narrow the privilege 
of exportation with the allowance of drawback of 
duties, existing at the time the embargo was laid, 
as is clearly evinced by the passage of the law, to 
prevent the time, during which the embargo 
should be in force, being computed as making 
part of the term of twelve calendar months, dur- 
ing which, goods, wares, or merchandise, im- 
ported into the United States, must be exported, 


The committee are of opinion, that the draw- | jn order to be entitled to a drawback of the duties 


back of duties in this case, as made out by George | paid on the importation. If there had been no 
Armroyd and Company, ought to be allowed, in- | suspension of foreign trade, the impression on the 
asmuch as they were induced to make the ship- | committee, from the statement of the deputy col- 
ment of merchandise for a foreign market, under | Jector, Mr. Graff, is, that the additional day would 
a conviction that the same was entitled to the have been allowed to the petitioners. 

allowance of a drawback of duties, by the deci-| rom this view of the case, the committee re- 
sion of the deputy collector and naval officer of | spectfully submit the following resolution: 

the custom-house at Philadelphia, whose province | ~ Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is 


_ itis to superintend importations and exportations | reasonable, and ought to be granted. 
_ of merchandise. 


compliance with law, in matters of great public | 
| concern, when the party acts spontaneously, or | 


The committee are disposed to exact a strict | 
Treasury DeparTMENT, 


Comptroller’s Office, Dec. 8, 1809. 
from advice of persons not clothed with the in-| Sir: Your letter of the fourth, with one from 
signia of office ; but, under the circumstances of | Mr. Graff, relative to an exportation of merchan- 


llth Con. 2d Szess.—79 











2499 APPENDIX. 2504 





Allowance of Drawback. 





A —————— 
on —— 


ship your goods, ‘He answered, that he wishe,; 
me to examine, as a little while past I had de. 
clared the time to have expired in the case oj 
some other 08s when he thought they wer 
entitled to drawback. I did try, and made th, 
time to expire on the 3d or 4th; at same time | 
gave the date to the deputy naval officer, and hy 
agreed with me. He said they were ready , 
ship the goods then, but the vessel was in the han¢ 
of the carpenters, and as there appeared some tin, 
to spare. and the goods could be laden on boar; 
in a few hours, Bey did not takeout the expor 
permit until the following day ; and had [ not, oy 
the solemn declaration I had taken, not to suffer 
the revenue of the United States to be defrauded 
been satisfied the goods were entitled to dray. 
back, I never would have issued the permit 
qualified the exporter to his entries, suffered the 
export bonds to be signed, and then have issue) 
the certificates to obtain the drawback in Dels. 
ware district, all which has been done. The 
seay naval officer, under like conviction, dij 
sign the export permit and certificate No.2. | 
feel much concern to find that the collector of 
Delaware has refused to issue the debentures, ani 
that the certificates No. 2, have been returned, 
This, I believe, is the only act of mine, since you 
have been in office, which is likely to give you 


dise imported into the district of Delaware, and 
exported from Philadelphia, is received. 

he collector of Delaware has been informed 
that the exportation was not made in time, and 
therefore, that the merchandise was not entitled 
to drawback. 

The date of importation was the 10th of July, 
1807, and the export entry was on the 3d of October, 
1809. Including the day of importation and that 
of exportation, and excluding the time that the 
embargo was in force, there will remain three 
hundred and sixty-six days. 

Now, as three hundred and sixty-six days are 
made up of parts of the years 1807 and 1809, and 
the intermediate was leap year, there can be no 
‘question but that the goods were exported too 
late by one day. The law requires that an ex- 
portation for drawbacks shall be made in twelve 
calendar months, and those months will always 
be comprehended in three hundred and sixty-five 
days, except in leap year, in which three hundred 
and sixty-six days are contained. 

Enclosed is a copy of the calculation made at 
the Treasury. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. DUVALL. 




















JOHN STEELE, Esq. 
Imported July 10, 1807. 


Days. | trouble ; and [ regret it more particularly, that ji 
te ae ee ee should have happened on the eve of my declining 
August - - « «  «  « 8 |My situation as your deputy. The bonds were 
September - - - - « « 309 {signed on the 5th, of course. The certificates 
October Z 4 - “ . Se were of that date, in order to enable the collector 
November - - - . . - 20 to know when the debentures ought to be mate 
December - 3 ‘ : - 21 | payable. [ am not yet convinced that ties 

—— | goods are not legally entitled todrawback. Wha & 

164 {says the law? vol. 4, sec. 75, page 395. “ Draw- 

1809. backs shall be allowed and paid on all goods 

Soak, . i 2 a 3 - 16 wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
coe st ne tee States, whereupon the duties shall have been paid, 
Ma i , oF - 31 or secured to be paid, as, within twelve calendar 
Jone ee eg) ee months after payment or wonrity given, shall be 
Jul S t . fo - 31 soponee to any foreign port or place,” &c. The 
A ro . é “ ¥ - 31 collector of Delaware makes twelve calendar 
Saeasatinn Z ee os months to consist of three hundred and sixty-five 
October ’ r * " . i days. They sometimes contain three bundred 
—— 20g | aud sixty-six days. But, sir, the law has always 

___.__ | been construed so as to take in the date of the 

month of importation, of the following year, viz 


Goods imported on the 10th of July, in one year, 
if shipped on the 10th of July, in the following, 
have always received the drawhack. Your books 
will show many instances of this kind, and 00 
demur has ever been made atthe Treasury. Tie 
law does not say within one year from the date 0: 
importation, but within twelve calendar moni) 
after payment, &c. A question would here arise, 
which I believe has never been agitated, whet 
the twelve calendar months legally expire. 4 
imports goods in a vessel entered at the custom: 
house on the 10th of July, 1809; he enters bi 
goods on the 15th, and pays the duties. B ba: 
goods in the same vessel, and he secures the du: 
ties on the 20th. Quere. Do the twelve calet 
dar months expire on the 15th, 20th, or the 101 
of July, 1810? But, admitting the true construc: 





Puitapetpnta, December 4, 1809. 


Sir: On the 2d of October last, whilst yet act- 
ing as your deputy, Mr. Percival, of the house of 
George Armroyd and Company, came to your 
office, (you were just then absent.) and asked me 
whether goods imported on the 10th of July, 1807. 
were entitled to drawback, and when the time 
would expire. There was a considerable press 
of business at the time, and I asked him, have 
you tried the time, and do you say they are en- 
titled to drawback? He answered he had, and 
that they were entitled thereto. I think I re- 
plied, if you are sure, there is no occasion for me 
to try; make out your entries, and get permit to 
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Eleven months and twenty-nine days. This 


‘the calculations might be made in two days,| appears to be the law; it does not say three hun- 


: which appear to be just and legal—say, in this case, | dred and sixty-five or three hundred and sixty-six 


Months. Days. | 4ays. Suppose the law to say within three ecal- 


; After the 10th of July, 1807, to 31st 
of same month eee ve 
August, September, October, No- 
= Wumer. ec. - = © «= 6 - 
ToDecember2ist - - - - 21 
' After 15th March to 31st same 
= month,1so0oo9 - - - - 
April, May, June, July, August, 
| September C0. wer ee, Oe - 
| October Ist to 3d - eee heat? ae 3 
* 
4 10 61 
Or thus, which is according to common usage: 
= Months. Days. 
| After 10th of July to 10th Decem- 
a @awr- = - + 
' To 2lst December - seit 
| After 15th March to 15th Septem- 
fame. Se 
To October 3d_s- - : . 


~ 21 


- 16 


11 


18 


29 


calen 


ye 10th 
astruc- 


endar months from the date of importation. 


January Ist, to March 3lst, would be ninety 
days for three calendar months; February Ist, to 
April 30th, would be eighty-nine days for three 
calendar months; March Ist, to May 31st, would 
be ninety-two days for three calendar months. 


The collector of Delaware’s calculation is cer- 
tainly incorrect. I cannot be persuaded but that 
the exporters, George Armroyd and Company, 
are legally entitled to the drawback in question, 
and I respectfully request you will be pleased to 
lay this statement before G. Duvall, Esq., Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, who, I trust, will under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, and giving 
the law a liberal construction, be induced to ad- 
mit the claim, and direct payment thereof, by the 
collector of the district of Delaware. 


Respectfully, I am, sir, &c. 
JOHN GRAFF. 


Joun Sreece, Esq., 
Collector of Philadelphia. 
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PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS; 


: PASSED AT THE FIRST AND SECOND SESSIONS OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS, BE- 
. GUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, MAY 22, AND NOV. 27, 1809. 


FIRST SESSION. 


| An Act respecting the ships or vessels owned by citi- | An Act authorizing the appointment of an agent for 
zens or subjects of foreign nations with which com-| the land office at Kaskaskia, and allowing compen- 
mercial intercourse is permitted. sation to the Commissioners and clerk. 
_ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-| _ Be it enacted, ¢c., That the Secretary of the 
| sentatives of the United States of America in| Treasury be and he is hereby authorized to em- 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the| ploy an agent, whose compensation shall not ex- 
passing of this act, all ships or vessels owned a ceed five hundred dollars in full for ali his ser- 
‘citizens or subjects of any foreign nation with | vices, for the purpose of appearing before the 
which commercial intercourse is permitted by the | Board of Commissioners for adjusting the claims 
act, entitled “An act to interdict the commer-| to land in the Kaskaskia district, in behalf of the 
cial intercourse between the United States and | United States, to investigate the claims for land, 
Great Britain and France, and their dependen-| and to oppose all such as he may deem fraudu- 
cies, and for other purposes,” be permitted to take } lent and unfounded. 
on board cargoes of domestic or foreign produce,| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That five 
hundred dollars shall be allowed to each of the 
said Commissioners and to the clerk of the 
‘at the time of their departure, respectively, be | Board, as compensation for their services, ren- 
‘thus permitted, in the same manner, and on the | dered in the year one thousand eight hundred 
» same conditions, as is provided by the act afore- S eight. 


and to depart with the same for any foreign port 
or place with which sueh intercourse is or shall 


said, for vessels owned by citizens of the Uni-} Approved, June 15, 1809. 
ted States; anything in the said act, or in the 
act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in 
the ports and harbors of the United States, or in 
_ any of the several acts supplementary thereto, to 
| the contrary notwithstanding. 
J. B. ae 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
. f GEO. CLINTON, 
Vice President of the United States, and 


An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for carrying into effect a trea- 
ty between the United States and the Chickasaw 
tribe of Indians ; and to establish a land office in the 
Mississippi Territory.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the lands 
ceded to the United States by the Cherokee and 
. Chickasaw Indians, as lies within the Mississippi 

President of the Senate. Territory, and for which a land office was direct- 

Approved, May 30, 1809. ed to be established, by the second section of the 

JAMES MADISON. | actto which thisact isasupplement, shall, with the 

exception of section number sixteen in each town- 

_ An Act making further appropriations to complete the | ship, which shall be reserved for the use of schools 

| fortifications commenced for the security of the ports | within the same, and with the exception of the 

and harbors of the United States, and to erect such | salt springs and lands contiguous thereto, which, 
fortifications as may be necessary for the protection by the direction of the President of the United 

of the Northern and Western frontiers of the United States, may be reserved for the future disposal of 
States. thesaid United States, be offered for sale tothe high- 

Be it enacted, &c., That, for the purpose of | est bidder, under the direction of the register of the 
completing the fortifications commenced for the | land office and of the receiver of public moneys, 

| security of the seaport towns and harbors of the | at the place where the land office is established, 
| United States, and Territories thereof, and for| and on the day or days which shall have been 
erecting such fortifications as may, in the opin-| designated by proclamation of the President of 
ion of the President of the United States, be } the United States for that purpose; the sales shall 

| deemed necessary for the protection of the North-| remain open for six weeks, and no longer; the 

. ern and Western frontiers, there be and hereby is | lands shall not be sold for less than two dol- 

| appropriated the sum of seven hundred and fifty | lars an acre, and shall be sold in tracts of the 

- thousand dollars, to be paid out of any moneys} same size, and in all respects on the same terms 

io the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. and conditions as have been or may be by law 

Approved, June 14, 1809. provided for the sale of the other public lands in 
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the Mississippi Territory. All the lands of the 
United States in the. said district, with the ex- 
ceptions above-mentioned, remaining unsold at 
the close of the public sales, may be disposed of at 
private sale, by the register of the land office, in 
the same manner, under the same regulations, for 
the same price, and on the same terms and con- 
ditions, as are or may be provided by law for the 
sale of the lands of the United States in the Mis- 
sissippi Territory ; and patents shall be obtained 
for lands sold in said district, in the same man- 
ner, and on the same terms, as are provided by 
law for other public lands sold in the Mississippi 
Territory. 

Seo, 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
superintendents of the public sales, directed by 
this act, shall each receive six dollars a day, for 
every Gay’s attendance on the said sales, 

Approved, June 15, 1809. 





An Act to continue in force “An act declaring the 
assent of Congress to a certain act of the State of 
South Carolina, passed the twenty-first of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and four.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That the act of the twenty- 
eighth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
six, entitled “An act declaring the consent of 
Congress to an act of the State of South Caroli- 
na, passed on the twenty-first day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and four, so far as 
the same relates to authorizing the City Council 
of Charleston to impose and collect aduty on the 
tonnage of vessels from foreign ports,” be and the 
same is hereby continued in force from the pas- 
sage of this act for five years, and thence to the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter, 
and no longer. 

Approved, June 15, 1809. 





An Actto fix the time forthe next meeting of Congress. 
Be it enacted, ¢c., That, after the adjourn- 
ment of the present session, the next meeting of 
Congress shall be on the fourth Monday of No- 
vember next. 
Approved, June 24, 1809. 





An Act for the remission of certain penalties and for- 
feitures, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
remit any penalty or forfeiture which or have 
been incurred in consequence of any of the pro- 
visions of the act, entitled “An act to prohibit 
the importation of slaves into any port or place 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, from 
and after the first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight,” 
by any person who may have been concerned in 
bringing intoany port or place within the juris- 
diction of the United States, any slave or slaves, 
owned by any person or persons who shall have 
been forcibly expelled from the island of Cuba, 
by order of the Government thereof: and the 
President of the United States is hereby further 





authorized to release all vessels and other effects 
which may have been or may hereafter be seize; 
therefor: Provided, That he shall be first satis. 
ed, in every case, that the person thus concerned 
in es in such slave or slaves as aforesaid 
was impelled thereto, by circumstances which, iy 
the judgment of the President of the Unite 
States, would justify the act; and without any 
intention on the part of such person voluntarily 
to evade any of the provisions of the act afore. 
said: And provided, also, That such slave oy 
slaves shall have been brought into the United 
States in the same vessel and at the same time q; 
their owner or owners respectively. 

Suc, 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be and he is here. 
by authorized to make any arrangement with the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of France, which he 
may deem necessary and proper, for transporting 
such of the unfortunate exiles from the sai 
island of Cuba, with their effects, as shall desire 
to depart from the United States to any port or 
place within the territories of France, her colo- 
nies, or dependencies, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Provided, That the vessels 
transporting the same shall depart only in ballast, 
and without taking on board any other cargo 
than such sea stores as may be deemed necessary 
for the voyage in every case. And to enable the 
President to carry into effect any such arrange- 
ment, as well as for supplying, temporarily, such 
of the unfortunate exiles with the necessaries of 
subsistence, as may be in actual want thereof, 
there be appropriated the sum of fifteen thousand 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary 
for these objects, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, however, That all moneys drawn out of 
the Treasury, in virtue of this act, shall be charged 
to the French Government, under such stipula- 
tions for reimbursing the same, on the part of the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of France, as, in the 
judgment of the President, may be deemed pro- 
per for that object. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
claim and demand of the United States to any 
moneys arising from the sale of the ship Clara, 
sold in pursuance of a decree of the district court 
for Orleans district, holden in March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nine, be and the same !s 
hereby relinquished and remitted to Andrew 
Foster and Jacob P. Giraud, late owners of the 
said ship Clara, anything in any former law 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, June 28, 1809. 








An Act to amend and continue in force certain parts 
of the act, entitled “An act to interdict the com- 
mercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, sev- 
enteenth, and eighteenth sections of the act, e0- 
titled “An act to interdict the commercial inter 
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course between the United States and Great 
Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes,” shall continue in force until 
the end of the next session of Congress: Pro- 
vided, That nothing therein contained shall be 
construed to prohibit any trade or commercial 
intercourse Which has been or may be permitted 
in conformity with the provisions of the eleventh 
section-of the said act. 

See. 2. And be it further enacted, That all 








- acts repealed, or mentioned, or intended to be re- 
_pealed by the said act, to interdict commercial 
' intercourse between the United States and Great 
_ Britaio and France, and their dependencies, shall 
| be and remain repealed, notwithstanding any part 
_ of the same act which has been or may hereafter 
' be revoked or annulled, or which may expire by 


its own limitation : 


Provided, That all the pen- 
alties and forfeitures which may have been incur- 
red, or shall hereafter be incurred on account of 
any infraction of the act laying an embargo on 
all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of 
the United States, or of any of the acts supple- 
mentary thereto, or of the act to enforce and 
make more effectual an act, entitled “An act lay- 
ing an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
ports and harbors of the United States,” or of 
any of the provisions of the act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France, and their depend- 
encies, and for other purposes, shall, after the ex- 
piration of any of the said acts or of any provis- 
ion thereof, be recovered and distributed in like 
manner as if the said acts and every provision 


; thereof had continued in full force and virtue. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, during 
the continuance of this act, no ship or vessel, ex- 


cept such as may be chartered or employed for 


» this act, or of the act to interdict the commercial | 


' intercourse 


the public service by the President of the United 
States, shall be permitted to depart forany foreign 
port or place with which commercial intercourse 
has not been or may not be permitted by virtue of 


intercourse between the United States and Great 
Britain and France and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes. And no ship or vessel bound 
to a foreiga port or place with which commercial 
as been or may be thus permitted, 


| except such as may be chartered or employed as 


that the vessel shall not proceed to any port or | 
place with which commercial intercourse is not | 


aforesaid, shall be allowed to depart, unless the 
owner or Owners, consignee or factor of such ship 
or vessel shall, with the master, have given bond 
with one or more sureties to the United States, 
in asum double the value of the vessel and cargo, 


thus permitted, nor be direetly or indirectly en- 
gaged, during the voyage, in any trade with such 
portor place. And if any ship or vessel shall, 
contrary to the provisions of this section, depart 
from any port of the United States, without 
clearance, or without having given bond in the 
manner above-mentioned, such ship or vessel, to- 
gether with her cargo, shall be wholly forfeited, 


| and the owner or owners, agent, freighter, or fac- 
; ‘ors, master, or commander of such ship or vessel, 





shall, moreover, severally forfeit and pay a sum 
equal to the value of the ship or vessel. and of 
the cargo put on board the same: P. » al- 
ways, That the provisions of the eleventh section 
of the act to interdict the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other pur- 
poses, shall extend to the prohibitions imposed by 
this section; which prohibitions shall cease to 
operate in the manner and under the limitations 
prescribed by the eleventh section aforesaid, in 
relation to any nation with which commercial 
intercourse may hereafter be poser, in con- 
formity with the provisions of the eleventh sec- 
tion aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all 
ang a and forfeitures arising under, or incurred 

y Virtue of this act, shall, during the coatinu- 
ance and after the expiration thereof, be recovered 
and distributed, and may be remitted or mitigated 
in the manner prescribed by the act to interdict 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes, and the 
acts therein referred to. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the 
vessels which may have arrived at any port or 
place within the United States from Great Brit- 
ain, her colonies or dependencies, between the 
twentieth day of May and the eleventh of June, 
one thousaud eight hundred and nine, shall be 
exempted from-all the forfeitures and penalties 
incurred in consequence of any violation of any 
of the provisions of the said act to interdict the 

| commercial intercourse between the United States 
| and Great Britain and France, and their depend- 
encies, 

Approved, June 28, 1809. 














An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act 
making provision for the support of public credit, and 
for the redemption of the public debt.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the powers vested in 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, by the 
tenth section of the actto which this act is a sup- 


| plement, shall extend to all the cases of reim- 
| bursement of any instalments or parts of the cap- 


ital, or principal, of the public debt now existing, 
which may become payable according to law. 
And, in every case in which a loan may be made 
accordingly, it shall be lawful for such loan to be 
made of the Bank of the United States, anything 
in any act of Congress to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 
Approved, June 28, 1809. 





| An Act making an appropriation to finish and furnish 


the Senate Chamber, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, to defray the expenses 
of finishing and furnishing the permanent Senate 


Chamber, its committee rooms, lobbies, and other 


apartments, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars is 
appropriated, to be paid out of any moneysin the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


i Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, to de- 













Said ember 
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fray the expense incurred in fitting up the tem- 
porary Senate Chamber, and repairing and pro- 
viding articles of furniture, the further sum of 





An Aet authorizing the accounting officers of the 
Treasury Department to give credit to certain co}. 
lectors of the customs for allowances paid by then 


B An A 


sixteen hundred dollars be appropriated, the same 
to be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. - 





to the owners and crews of fishing vessels. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department be and they ar 


Approved, June 28, 1809. | hereby authorized, in settling the accounts of the 
collectors of the customs, to give them credit fo, 
the respective sums which have been or may be 
paid for allowances to the owners and crews of 
| fishing vessels. in lieu of drawback of the dutie; 

Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the act,! paid on the salt used by the same, to the thirty. 
entitled “An act to raise for a limited time an | first of December, one thousand eight hundred 
additional military force,” as authorizes the en- | and seven.—Approved, June 28, 1809. 
listing of men for the term.of five years, unless 
sooner discharged, be and the same is hereby sus- 
pended until twenty days after the next meeting 
of Congress. 

Approved, June 28, 1809. 





An Act to suspend for a limited time the recruiting 
service. 








An Act concerning the Naval Establishment. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States, in the event of a favorable change 
in our foreign relations, be and he is hereby au- 
i thorized to cause to be discharged from actual 
An Act making appropriations for defraying the ex-| service, and laid up in ordinary, such of the frig. 

pense of stationery, printing, and all other contin-| ates and public armed vessels, as, in his judg. 

gent expenses of the Senate and House of Repre-| ment, a due regard to the public security and 
sentatives, during the present session of Congress. | interest will permit. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, for defraying the ex- Sec. 2. And be it Surther enacted, That so 
pense of stationery, printing, and all other con-| much of the first section of an act, entitled “An 
tingent expenses of the Senate and House of | act to authorize the employment of an additional 
Representatives, during the present session of | force.” passed at the last session of Congress, as 
Congress, the sum of nine thousand dollars be | requires the public armed vessels to be stationed 
and the same hereby is appropriated, payable out | at such ports and places on the seacoast, or to 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- | cruise on the seacoast of the United States and 








propriated. 
Approved, June 28, 1809. 


| Territories thereof, be and the same is hereby 
| repealed.—A pproved, June 28, 1809. 


ACTS PASSED AT THE SECOND SESSION. 


An Act to authorize the transportation of certain doc- 
uments free of postage. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the members of Con- 
gress, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, be and they are 
hereby respectively authorized to transmit, free of 
postage, the Message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, of the twenty-ninth of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and nine, and the 
documents accompanying the same, printed by 
order of the Senate, and by order of the House 
of Representatives, to any post office within the 
United States, and Territories thereof, to which 
they may direct; any law to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Approved, December 9, 1809. 


An Act supplemental to an act, entitled “An act ex- 
tending the right of suffrage in the Indiana Terri- 
tory, and for other purposes.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Governor of the 

Indiana Territory, for the time being, be and he 


is hereby authorized and empowered to apportion | 


the Representatives among the several counties 
in said Territory, as he shall think proper, having 
regard to the numbers limited in the fourth sec- 
tion of the act to which this is a supplement, and 
to issue his writ for the election of such Repre- 
sentatives agreeably to the apportionment whic! 
he may make, at such time as he shall deem mos 
convenient for the citizens of the several coun- 
ties in said Territory. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That so soon 
as the Legislature of the said Territory shall be 
convened, the number of Representatives in each 
county thereof shall be regulated by the General 
Assembly. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when 
any vacancy shall occurin the Legislative Coun- 
cil, by death, resignation or removal from office, 
or when from either of said causes there shall be 10 
Delegate from said Territory to the Congress 0! 
the United States, the Governor shall in either 
case be authorized to issue his proclamation, dt 
recting an election to be held to supply such va 
cancy according to law. 

Approved, December 15, 1809. 
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An Act extending the time for issuing and locating 
military land warrants. 

Beit enacted, §c., That the Secretary of War 
_ be authorized to issue military land warrants to 
- such persons as have or-shall, before the first day 
| of March, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
- teen, produce to him satisfactory evidence of the 
 yalidity of their claims; which warrants, with 
those heretofore issued and not yet satisfied, | 
shall and may be located in the names of the 
holders or proprietors thereof, prior to the first | 
day of October, one thousand eight hundred and 

thirteen, on any unlocated parts of the fifty quar- 
ter townships and the fractional quarter town- 
ships, reserved by law for original holders of mil- 
itary land warrants. 

Approved, December 19, 1809. 


An Act to revive and continue in force, for a further 
time, the first section of the act, entitled “An act 
further to protect the commerce and seamen of 


the United States, against the Barbary Powers.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the act 
passed on the twenty-fifth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and four, entitled “An 
act further to proteet the commerce and seamen 
of the United States, against the Barbary Pow- 
ers,” as is contained in the first section of the said 
act, (and which was revived and continued in 
force, for the time therein mentioned, by an act, 
entitled “An act to revive and continue in force, 
for a further time, the first section of the act, en- 
titled ‘An act further to protect the commerce 
and seamen of the United States, against the 
Barbary Powers,” passed the tenth day of Janu- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and nine,) be, 
and the same hereby is revived and continued in 
force, until the fourth day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eleven: Provided however, 
That the additional duty laid by the said section, 
shall be collected on all such goods, wares, and 
merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall have | 
been imported previous to that day. 

Approved, January 12, 1810. 


An Act in addition to the “Act to regulate the laying | 
out and making a road from Cumberland, in the 
State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That, in addition to the un- 
expended balance of the sum heretofore appro- 
priated for the laying out and making a road from | 
Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to the 
State of Ohio, the sum of sixty thousand dollars 


be and the same is hereby appropriated, and to | 


the Territory northwest of the river Ohio, to form 
a constitution and State Government, and for the 
admission of such State into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States, and for 
other purposes.” 

Approved, February 14, 1810. 


An Act to prescribe the mode in which application 
shall be made for the purchase of land at the several 
land offices; and for the relief of Joab Garret. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the first 
day of June next, every person making applica- 
tion at any of the land offices of the United States, 
for the purchase at private sale of a tract of land, 
shall produce to the register a memorandum in 
writing, describing the tract which he shall enter, 
by the proper number of the section, half section, 
or quarter, (as the case may be,) and of the town- 
ship and range, subscribing his name thereto, which 
memorandum the register shall file and preserve 
in his office. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That Joab 
Garret shall be permitted to withdraw his entry, 
made on the second day of September, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seven, at the land office 
at Vincennes, from the northwest quarter section 
number two, township number seven, south range 
number seven west; and the money paid by him, 
on the said entry, shall be placed to his credit, on 
any purchase he shall or may have made of pub- 
lic land in the same district. 

Approved, February 24, 1810. 


An Act further to provide for the refugees from the 
British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and 
for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That all persons havin 
claims under the resolutions of Congress, amet 
the twenty-third day of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, and the thirteenth of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
five, as refugees from the British provinces of 
Canada and Nova Scotia, shall transmit to the 
War Office, within two years after the passing of 
this act, a just and true account of their claims to 
the bounty of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That no 
other person shall be entitled to the benefits of 
the provisions of this act, than those of the fol- 
lowing descriptions, or their widows and heirs, 
viz: First, those heads of families and single 
persons, not members of any such families, who 
were residents in one of the provinces aforesaid, 
prior to the fourth day of July, one thousand 


be expended under the direction of the President | seven hundred and seventy-six, and who aban- 
of the United States, in making said road between | doned their settlements, in consequence of having 
Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, and | given aid to the united colonies or States, in the 
Brownsville, in the State of Pennsylvania, com- | Revolutionary war, against Great Britain, or with 
mencing at Cumberland; which sum of sixty | intention to give such aid, and continued in the 
thousand dollars, shall be paid out of the fund | United States, or in their service during the said 
reserved for laying out and making roads to the | war, and did not return to reside in the domin- 


State of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of | ions of the King of Great Britain, prior to the 


an act, passed on the thirtieth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and two, entitled “An 
act to enable the people of the eastern division of 


twenty-fifth day of November, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty three. Secondly, The wid- 
ows and heirs of all such persons as were actu- 








2515 





ally residents as aforesaid, who abandoned their 
settlements as aforesaid, and died within the Uni- 
ted States. or in their service during the said war; 
and thirdly, All persons who were members of 
families at the time of their coming into the Uni- 
ted States, and who during the war entered into 
their service. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
proof of the several circumstances necessary to 
entitle the applicants to the benefits of this act, 
may be taken before a judge of the supreme or dis- 
trict court of the United States, or a judge of the 
supreme or superior court, or the first justice or 
first judge of the court of common pleas, or county 
court of any State. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That at the 
expiration of fifteen months from and after the 
passing of this act, and from time to time there- 
after, it shall be the duty of the Secretary for the 
Department of War, to lay such evidence of 
claims as he may have received, before the Sec- 
retary and Comptroller of the Treasury, and with 
them proceed to examine the testimony, and give 
their judgment, what quantity of land ought to 
be allowed to the individual claimants, in propor- 
tion to the degree of their respective services, 
sacrifices, and sufferings, in consequence of their 
attachment to the cause of the United States; 
allowing to those of the first class a quantity not 
exceeding one thousand acres and to the last 
class a quantity not exceeding one hundred, mak- 
ing such intermediate classes as the resolutions 
aforesaid and distributive justice may in their 
judgment require, and make report thereof to Con- 
gress. And incase any such claimant shall have 
sustained such losses and sufferings, or performed 
such service fer the United States, that he can- 
not justly be classed in any one general class, a 
separate report shall be made of his circumstances, 
together with the quantity of land that ought to 
be allowed him, having reference to the foregoing 
ratio: Provided, That in considering what com- 
pensation ought to be made by virtue of this act, 
all grants, except military. grants, which may 
have been made by the United States, shall be 
considered at the just value thereof, at the time 
the same were made respectively, either in whole 
or in part,as the case may be, a satisfaction to 
those who may have received the same: Pro- 
vided also, That no claim under this law shall 
be assignable, until after report made to Con- 
gress as aforesaid, and until the said lands be 
granted to the persons entitled to the benefit of 
this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all 
claims in virtue of said resolutions of Congress, 
which shall not be exhibited as aforesaid, with- 
in the time by this act limited, shall forever 
thereafter be barred: Provided. That no _pat- 
tent shall be issued to any person who may here- 
after establish his claim under the said act, until 
he produce satisfactory evidence, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, that he is at the time then be- 
ing, a resident within the United States. 


Approved, February 24, 1810. 
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An Act making appropriations for the support of Gov. 
ernment during the year one thousand eight hyp. 
dred and ten. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That, for the expenditure of 
the civil list,in the present year, including the 
contingent expenses of the several departments 
and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and tor books and 
stationery for the same; for the payment of an- 
nuities and grants; for the support of the Mint 
Establishment; for the expense of intercourse 
with foreign nations; for the support of light. 
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers ; for de- 
fraying the expenses of surveying the public 
lands, and for satisfying certain miscellaneous 
claims, the following sums be, and the same 
hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to 
say: 

For compensution granted by law to the mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
their officers and attendants, estimated for a ses- 
sion of four months and a half continuance, two 
hundred and one thousand four hundred and 
twenty-five dollars; 

For the expense of fire wood, stationery, print- 
ing, and all other contingent expenses of the two 
Houses of Congress, thirty-four thousand dollars: 

For all contingent expenses of the library of 
Congress, and for the Librarian’s allowance for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, 
eight hundred dollars: 

or compensation to the President and Vice 
President of the United States, thirty thousand 
dollars; 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
clerks, and persons employed in that department, 
including the sum of one thousand four hundred 
and seventy-eight dollars for compensation to his 
clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, fourteen thousand and thirty- 
eight dollars: 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of 
the said department, one thousand three hundred 
and fifty dollars: 

For printing and distributing the laws of the 
first and second session of the eleventh Congress, 
and printing the laws in newspapers, six thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in bis 
office, including the sum of one thousand dollars 
for clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, sixteen thousand seven 
hundred dollars: 

For the expense of translating foreign lan- 
guages, allowance to the person employed in 
transmitting passports and sea-letters, and for 
stationery in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, one thousand dollars: 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, including the sum of one thousand six 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars for compensation 
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to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fourteen thousand six 
hundred and sixteen dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and inci- 
dental and contingent expenses of the Comptrol- 
ler’s office, eight hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars : 

For expense of stationery, printing, and inci- 
dental and contingent expenses of the Auditor’s 
office, five hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 

rsons employed in his office, six thousand two 

undred and twenty-seven dollars and forty-five 
cents: 

For expense of stationery, printing and inci- 
dental and contingent expenses in the Treasu- 
rer’s office, three hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Register of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents; 

For ee to the messenger and door- 
keeper of the Register’s office, for stamping and 
arranging the ship registers, ninety dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all 
other incidental and contingent expenses in the 
Register’s office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine 
records, two thousand eight hundred dollars: 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental 
expenses of the Treasury Department, four thou- 
sand dollars: 

For defraying the expense of printing and 
stating the public accounts for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ten, one thousand two 
hundred dollars: 

For the purchase of books, maps, and charts, 
for the use of the Treasury Department, four 
hundred dollars: 

For compensation to a superintendent em- 
ere to secure the buildings and records of the 

reasury Department, during the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ten, including the ex- 
pense ef two watchmen, the repairs of two fire 
engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hun- 
dred dollars: 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, two hundred 
and fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, eleven 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars: 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing and 
other contingent expenses of the office of the 
Secretary of War, one thousand dollars: 

For compensation to the Accountantofthe War 
Department, clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten dollars: 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Accountant of the War Department, one thou- 
sand dollars : 


APPENDIX. 


Public Acts of Congress. 


For compensation to the clerks ee in 
the Paymaster’s office, three thousand four hun- 
dred dollars: 

For contingent expenses in the said office, two 
hundred dollars: 

For compensation of additional clerks in the 
office of the Superintendent of Indian trade, 
eight hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Purveyor of Public 
Supplies, clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, and for expense of stationery, store rent, 
and fuel for the said office, four thousand six 
hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Na- 
vy, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars: 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in the said office, two 
thousand dollars: 

For compensation to the Aecountant of the 
Navy, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars: 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Accountant of the Navy, one thousand dollars: 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, 
Assistant Postmaster General, clerks, and persons 
employed in the Postmaster General’s office, in- 
cluding the sum of one thousand five hundred 
and forty-five dollars for compensation to clerks, 
in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and six, sixteen thousand dollars: 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the 
messenger, stationery. chests, &c., pertaining to 
the Postmaster General’s office, two thousand 
five hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the several loan officers, 
thirteen thousand two hundred aud fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the clerks of the Commis- 
sioners of fiabke, and for allowances to certain 
loan offices, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray 
the authorized expense of the several loan offices, 
fifteen thousand dollars: 

For compensation to the Surveyor General 
br his clerks, three thousand two hundred dol- 
ars: 

For compensation to the Surveyor of the lands 
south of the State of Tennessee, clerks employed 
in his office, and for stationery and other contin- 
gencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the Mint: 

The Director, two thousand dollars: 

The Treasurer, one thousand two hundred dol- 
ars: 
The Assayer, one thousand five hundred dol- 
ars: 

The Chief Coiner, one thousand five hundred 
dollars : 

The Melter and Refiner, one thousand five 
hundred dollars: 

The Engraver, one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars: 

One clerk at seven hundred dollars; and two 
clerks at five hundred dollars each, one thousand 
dollars : 

For wages to the persons employed in the dif- 
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ferent branches of melting, coining, carpenter’s, 
millwright’s, and smith’s work, including the 
sum of one thousand dollars per annum, allowed 
to an assistant coiner and die-forger, who also 
oversees the execution of the iron work, and of 
six hundred dollars per annum allowed to an as- 
sistant engraver, eight thousand dollars : 

For repairs of furnaces, cast rollers and screws, 
timber, bar-iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all 
other contingencies of the Mint, two thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, 
and Secretary of the Territory of Orleans, thir- 
teen thousand dollars: 

For expense of stationery and other contin- 
gent expenses of said Territory, three hundred 
and fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Mississippi Territory, seven 
thousand eight hundred dollars: 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and 
other contingent expenses of said Territory, three 
hundred and fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, 
and Secretary of the Indiana Territory, six thou- 
sand six hundred dollars: 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and 
other contingent expenses of said Territory, three 
hundred and fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, 
and Secretary of the Michigan Territory, six 
thousand six hundred dollars: 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses of the said Territory, three 
hundred and fifty dollars: * 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, 
and Secretary of the Louisiana Territory, six 
thousand six hundred dollars: 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses of the said Territory, three 
hundred and fifty dollars: 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, 
and Secretary of the Illinois Territory, six thou- 
sand six hundred dollars: 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses of said Territory, three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars: 

For the discharge of such demands against the 
United States, on account of the civil depart- 
ment, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in a due course of settlement at the 
Treasury, two thousand dollars: 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the several departments of State, Treasury, War, 
and Navy, and of the General Post Office, not 
exceeding for each department respectively, fif- 
teen per centum, in addition to the sums allowed 
by the act, entitled “An act to regulate and fix 
the compensation of clerks, and to authorize the 
laying out certain public roads, and for other pur- 
poses,” thirteen thousand two hundred and sixty- 
nine dollars and thirty-two cents: 

For compensation granted by law to the Chief 
Justice, the Associate Judges and District Judges 
of the United States, including the Chief Justice 
and two Associate Judges for the District of Co- 
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lumbia ; to the Attorney General, and to the Dis. 
trict Judge of the Rens of Orleans, fifty-nine 
thousand four hundred dollars: 

For the like compensation granted to the sey. 
eral District Attorneys of the United States, three 
thousand four hundred dollars: 

For compensations granted to the several Mar. 
shals for the districts of Maine, New Hampshire 
Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, Kep. 
tucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and 0. 
leans, two thousand two hundred dollars: 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme. 
Circuit, and District Courts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from 
fines, forfeitures, and penalties, and for defraying 
the expenses of prosecutions for offences against 
the United States, and for the safe-keeping of 
prisoners, forty thousand dollars: 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted 
by the late Government, nine hundred and sixty 
dollars : i 

For the payment of the annual allowance to 
the invalid pensioners of the United States, from 
the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and ten, to the fourth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, ninety-eight thousand 
dollars : 

For the maintenance and support of light- 
houses, beacons, buoys and public piers, stake- 
ages of channels, bars, and shoals, and certain 
contingent expenses, sixty-eight thousand one 
hundred and thirty-one dollars and four cents: 

For erecting a light-house on St. Simon’s 
island, in Georgia, and piecing a buoy or buoys on 
or near the bar of St. Simon’s, being the balance 
of former appropriations carried to the surplus 
fund, nine thousand and fifty dollars: 

For erecting a beacon and placing buoys near 
the entrance of Savannah river, being an expense 
incurred under the act of the sixteenth day of 
July, seventeen hundred and ninety-eight, (a for- 
mer appropriation for the same object having 
been carried to the credit of the surplus fund,) 
two thousand four hundred and ninety-four dol- 
lars and eighty-nine cents: 

For erecting light-houses at the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, and at or near the pitch of Cape 
Lookout, in North Carolina, being the amount of 
an additional appropriation carried to the sur- 
plus fund, fifty-five thousand dollars: 

For building a light-house at Naushawn island, 
near Tarpaulin Cove, in Massachusetts, being a 
balance of former appropriation carried to the 
surplus fund, two thousand four hundred and 
seventy-five dollars : 

For rebuilding the light-house on North island, 
at the entrance of Winyaw bay, in South Caro- 
lina, being the amount of appropriation carried 
to the surplus fund, twenty thousand dollars: 

For fixing buoys and stakes in and along the 
channel in Winyaw bay, leading to the harbor 
of Georgetown, South Carolina, being the amount 
of appropriation carried to the surplus fund, one 
thousand five hundred dollars: 

For erecting a light-house on Point Judith, 
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Rhode Island, in addition to the appropriation 
heretofore made for that purpose, two hundred 
dollars : 

For defraying the expense of surveying the 

ublic lands within the several Territories of the 
United States, thirty thousand dollars: 

For repaying the Bank of the United States, a 
sum advanced to the late collector of New Or- 
Jeans, to enable him to pay drawbacks, one hun- 
dred thousand dollars: 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign na- 
tions, forty-nine thousand four hundred dollars: 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse 
with foreign nations, fifty thousand dollars : 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary 
Powers, fifty thousand dollars: 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse 
with the Barbary Powers, fifty thousand dollars: 

For the relief and protection of distressed 
American seamen, including the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars to reimburse the bankers of the 
United States in London, and others, sums here- 
tofore advanced by them for this object, twenty- 
five thousand dollars: 

For expenses of prosecuting claims and ap- 
peals in the courts of Great Britain, in relation 
to captures of American vessels, and defending 
causes elsewhere, six thousand dollars: 


To enable the accounting officers of the Trea- ' 


sury formally to pass the accounts of Timothy 
Pickering, late Secretary for the Department of 
State, the sum of seventy-eight thousand five 
hundred and eighty-three dollars and eleven cents, 
being the amount of former appropriations of 
moneys received and expended by him in that 
department, by the application of surplusses in 
some articles and appropriations to others in 
which the appropriations were deficient: 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
against the United States not otherwise provided 
for, as shall have been admitted in due course of 


settlement at the Treasury, four thousand dollars. | 


Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made, shall 
be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act 
making provision for the debt of the United 
States, and out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, February 26, 1810. 





An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ten. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Navy of the United States, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ten, the 
following sums be aud the same are hereby re- 


spectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and 
pay of the seamen, seven hundred and eighteen 
thousand one hundred and fifteen dollars. 

For provisions, three hundred and fifty-three 
thousand six hundred and ten dollars and eighty- 
four cents. 


APPENDIX. 
i Publ ic Acts of Congress. 














| eight hundre 
| dred and sixty-eight dollars. 


} 


2522 














—= — = 


For medicines, instruments, and hospital stores, 
sixteen thousand dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For freight, store rent, commissions to agents 
and other contingent expenses, seventy thousan 
dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, 
including provisions for those on shore and forage 
for the staff, one hundred and forty thousand 
one hundred and twenty dollars and forty cents. 

For clothing for the same, thirty-eight thou- 
sand three hundred and ninety-four dollars and 
seventy cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand 
three hundred and ninety-eight dollars and seven- 
ty-five cents. 

For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, 
and all other expenses on account of the sick be- 
longing to the marine corps, two thousand dollars. 

For quartermasters’ and barrackmasters’ stores, 
officers’ travelling expenses, armorers’ and car- 
penters’ bills, fuel, premiums for enlisting, musi- 
cal instruments, bounty to music, and other con- 
tingent expenses of the marine corps, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of navy yards, comprising 
dock and other improvements, pay of superin- 
tendents, store-keepers. clerks, and laborers, sev- 
enty-five thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and small arms, seventy-five 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several sums specifically appropriated by this act, 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 2, 1810. 





An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ten. 


Be it enacted, §c., That for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Military Establishment of the Uni- 
ted States, for the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ten, for the Indian department, and for 
the expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines, 
and armories, the following sums be and the same 


| hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to 


say: 

For the pay of the Army of the United States, 
i yaa sixty-nine thousand nine hun- 

For forage, sixty-four thousand six hundred 
and twenty-four dollars. 

For subsistence, six hundred and eighty-five 
thousand five hundred and thirty-two dollars and 
five cents. 

For clothing, two hundred and ninety-three 
thousand eight hundred and four dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, thirty thousand 
dollars. 

For the medical and hospital departments, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For camp equipage, fuel, tools, and transporta- 
tion, two hundred and seventy thousand dollars. 
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For ordnance, two hundred thousand dollars. 

For fortifications, arsenals, magazines, and 
armories, including two thousand dollars for such 
a number of additional military store-keepers as 
may be required, two hundred and eighty-three 
thousand five huodred and seventy-four dollars 
and seventy-five cents. 

For purchasing maps, plans, books, and instru- 
ments, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingencies, fifty thousand dollars, 

For the salary of clerks employed in the mili- 
tary agents’ offices, and the office of inspector of 
the army, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and 
forty-six thousand six hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several sums specifically appropriated by this 
act, shall be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not tag ty appropriated. 

Approved, March 2, 1810. 





An Act for the appointment of an additional Judge, 
and extending the right of suffrage to the citizens of 
Madison county, in the Mississippi Territory, 

Be it enacted, ¢c., That the citizens of Madi- 
son county, in the Mississippi Territory, qualified 
according to law, be and they are hereby author- 
ized to elect one representative to the General 
Assembly of said Territory, and also to vote for 
one Delegate from said Territory, to the Con- 
ay of the United States, which election shall 

held at the same time and in the same manner 
as is or may be provided by law for the elections 
in the several counties of said Territory. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That an ad- 
ditional judge shall be appointed for the Missis- 
siph Territory, who shall reside in said county 
of Madison, and have the same compensation 
which is by law allowed to the other judges of 
said Territory, and shall possess and exercise the 
same powers and jurisdiction within said county 
which are possessed and exercised in the county 
of Washington, in said Territory, by the judge 
appointed by. virtue of an act, entitled “An act 
or the appointment of an additional judge. for 
the Mississippi Territory and for other purposes,” 

d the twenty-seventh of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and four. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
final judgments and decrees, rendered in the su- 
pertor courts of said counties of Washington and 

adison, may be re-examined and reversed or 
affirmed, by the superior court of Adams county 
in said Territory, upon a writ of error issued 
from. said superior court; which said superior 
court is hereby empowered, upon the reversal of 
any judgment or decree of said courts of Wash- 
ington and Madison counties, to render such 
judgment as the court from whence the cause 
may have been removed ought to have ren- 
dered; except where a jury may be requisite to 
try issues or assess damages. In which cases the 
cause shall be remanded to the court where it 
originated ; there to be proceeded in. And said 
superior court of Adams county, when sitting on 
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the trial of any cause removed as aforesaid, shali 
be composed of not less than two judges. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Legislature of said Territory shall have power 
aot is hereby authorized, to establish a superio; 
court in each county, which has been or may be 
formed within the bounds which compose the 
former district or county of Washington, to be 
holden by the judge who holds the superior cour, 
of Washington county in said Territory, which 
courts and the courts of Madison county to be 
holden at such times and places as said Legisla- 
ture may direct. And all final judgments and 
decrees to be rendered by any superior court so 
established, may be re-examined and reversed or 
affirmed in the manner prescribed by the third 
section of this act, and the conditions on which 
any writ of error shall be obtained, and all other 

roceedings relative thereto, may be regulated 

y said Legislature. 

Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the act, entitled “ An act for the ap. 
pointment of an additional judge for the Missis- 
sippi Territory, and for other purposes,” passed 
the twenty-seventh day of March, one thousand 
eight huadred and four, as comes within the pur- 
view of this act, be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Approved, March 2, 1810. 





An Act for altering the time for holding the District 
Court in Ohio. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the sessions of the 
district court for the district of Ohio, by law ap- 
pointed to be holden at Chilicothe, in the said 
district, on the first Mondays in February, June 
and October, shall hereafter be holden at Chili- 
cothe on the second Mondays of September and 
January annually. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in 
all writs, process, and recognisances, which may 
have been made returnable, and all suits, causes, 
process, and proceedings, which may have been 
continued to the first Monday of June next, shall 
be and hereby are made returnable and continued 
over to the session of said court which shall be 
holden on the second Monday of September next, 
and shall be as valid and proceeded on in the 
same manner, at said September session of said 
court, as if such writs, process, recognisances, 
suits, causes, and a had been origin- 
ally made returnable to, and continued to said 
September session of said court. 

pproved, March 26, 1810. 





An Act providing for the third Census, or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Marshals of the 
several districts of the United States and of the 
District of Columbia, and the Secretaries of the 
Mississippi Territory, of the Indiana Territory, o 
the Michigan Territory, of the Illinois Territory, 
of the Louisiana Territory, and of the Orleans 
Territory, respectively, shall be and they are 
hereby authorized and required. under the direc- 
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tion of the Secretary of State, and according to 


such instructions as he shall give pursuant to this 
act, to cause the number of the inhabitants within 
their respective Districts and Territories to be 
taken, omitting in such enumeration Indians not 
taxed, and distinguishing free persons, including 
those bound to service for a term of years, from 
allothers; distinguishing also the sexes and colors 
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assistants shall, within the said nine months, 
transmit to the marshals or secretaries, by whom 
they shall be respectively appointed, accurate re- 
turns of all persons, except Indians not taxed, 
within their respective divisions; which returns 
shall be made in a schedule distinguishing in 
each county, city, town, township, hundred, ward, 
or parish, the several families, by the names of 





of free persons, and the free males under ten years | their master, mistress, steward, overseer, or other 
of age; and those of ten years and under sixteen ; principal person therein, in the manner following, 
those of sixteen and under twenty-six; those of | that isto say: The number of persons within my 
twenty-six and under forty-five; those of forty-| division, consisting of ——, appears in a schedule 


. five and upwards. And distinguishing free fe- | hereto annexed, subscribed by me this —— day 
_ males under ten years of age ; those of ten years | of —— A B, assistant to the marshal of ——, or 
_ and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under | secretary of . 





twenty-six ; those of twenty-six and under forty- | Schedule 


of the whole number of within 


five ; those of forty-fiveand upwards, For effect- 
ing of which, the marshals and secretaries afore- 


_ said shall have power, and hereby are respectively 


authorized and required, to appoint one or more 
assistants in each county and city, in their respec- 
tive districts and Territories, residents of the 
county and city for which they shall be ap- | 
pointed, and shall assign a certain division of his | 
district or Territory to each assistant, which di- | 
vision shall not consist of more than one county 


or city, but may consist of one or more towns, | 


townships, wards, hundreds, or parishes, plainly | 
and distinctly bounded by water-courses, moun- 
tains, and public roads, or other monuments. And | 
the said enumeration shall be made by an actual 
inquiry at every dwelling house, or of the head | 
of every family within each district, and not 
otherwise. The marshals or secretaries, as the | 


case may be, and their assistants, shall meee 


tively take an oath or affirmation, before some 


judge or justice of the peace resident within their | 


the division allotted to A B. 


| Name of the county, parish, township, town, 
or city, where the family reside. _ 





| Names of heads of family. = 
| Free white males under ten years of age. 


| Free white males of ten, and under sixteen. 


Free white males of sixteen, and under twenty- 
six, including heads of families. 


Free white males of twenty-six, and under 
forty-five, including heads of families. 
Free white males of forty-five and upwards, 
including heads of families. 


| Free white females under ten years of age. _ 
| Free white females of ten years, and under 
sixteen. 
“Free white females of sixteen, and under 
twenty-six, including heads of families. 


Free white females of twenty-six, and under 
| forty-five, including heads of families. 









































respective districts or Territories, previous to ore Free white females of forty-five and upwards, 
| 


their entering on the duties by this act required. 


The oath or affirmation of the marshal or secre- | — 
tary shall be as follows: “I, A B, marshal of the | 


district of ——, (or secretary of the Territory of 
——, as the case may be,) do solemnly swear, or 


affirm, that I will well and truly cause to be made | 


a just and perfect enumeration and description of 
all persons resident within my district or Terri- 
tory,and return the same to the Secretary of 
State, agreeably to the directions of an act of 
Congress, entitled ‘An act providing for the third 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States,’ according to the best of my abil- 
ity”’ The oath or affirmation of an assistant 
shall be: “I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will make a just and perfect enumeration 
and description of all persons resident within the 
division assigned to me for that purpose, by the 
marshal of ——, (or the secretary of the Terri- 
tory of ——, as the case may be,) and make due 
return thereof to the said marshal (or secretary) 
agreeably to the directions of an act of Congress, 








the same. 


including heads of families. 


“| All other free persons, except Indians not 
taxed. 








| Slaves. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
assistant failing or neglecting to make a proper 
return, making a false return of the enumeration 
to the marshal, or the secretary, (asthe case may 
be,) within the time limited by this act, shall for- 
feit the sum of two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
marshals and secretaries shall file the several re- 
turns aforesaid, and also an attested copy of the 
aggregate amount hereinafter directed to be trans- 
mitted by them respectively to the Seeretary of 
State, with the clerks of their respective districts, 
or superior courts, (as the case may be,) who are 
hereby directed to receive and carefully preserve 
And the marshals and secretaries, re- 
spectively, shall, on or before the first day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 





entitled ‘An act providing for the third census or | transmit to the Secretary of State the aggregate 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United | amount of each description of persons within 
States,’ according to the best of my abilities.” | their respective districts or Territories. And eve- 
The enumeration shall commence on the first | ry marshal or secretary failing to file the returns 
Monday of August next, and shall close within | of his assistant, or any of them, with the clerks 
nine calendar months thereafter. The several | of their respective courts as aforesaid, or failing 


. 
| 
| 
| 
! 
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to return the aggregate amount of each descrip- 
tion of persons in their respective districts or 
Territories, as required by this act, and as the 
same shall appear from said returns to the Sec- 
retary of State, within the time limited by this 
act, shall for every such offence, forfeit the sum 
of a hundred dollars; all which forfeitures 
shall be recoverable in the courts of the districts 
or Territories where the said offences shall be 
committed, or in the circuit courts to be held 
within the same, by action of debt, information 
or indictment;:the one-half thereof to the use 
of the United States, and the other half to the 
informer; but where the prosecution shall be 
first instituted on behalf of the United States, 
the whole shall accrue to their use. And for 
the more effectual discovery of such offences, 
the judges of the several district courts in the 
several districts, and of the Supreme Courts in 
the Territories of the United States, as aforesaid, 
at their next sessions, to be held after the expira- 
tion of the time allowed for making the returns 
of the enumeration hereby directed to the Sec- 
retary of State, shall give this act in charge to 
the grand juries in their respective courts, and 
shall cause the returns of the several assistants 
and the said attested copy of the aggregate 
amount aforesaid to be laid before them for their 


a 

Ec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every 
assistant shall receive at the rate of one dollar 
for every hundred persons by him returned, 
where such persons reside in the country; and 
where such persons reside in a city or town, 
containing more than three thousand persons, 
such assistant shall receive at the rate of one dol- 
lar for every three hundred persons; but where, 
from the dispersed situation of the inhabitants, 
in some divisions, one dollar for every hundred 
persons shall be insufficient, the marshals or sec- 
retaries, with the approbation of the judges of 
their respective districts or Territories, may make 
such further allowance to the assistants in such 
divisions as shall be deemed an adequate com- 
pensation ; provided the same does not exceed 
one dollar and twenty-five cents for every fifty 
persons by them returned. The several marshals 
and secretaries shall receive as follows; The 
marshal of the district of Maine, two hundred 
and fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of 
New Hampshire, two hundred and fifty dollars; 
the marshal of the district of Massachusetts, three 
hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of 
Rhode Island, one hundred and fifty dollars ; the 
marshal of the district of Connecticut, two hun- 
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of Ver- 
mont, two hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal 
of the district of New York, four hundred dol- 
lars; the marshal of the district of New Jersey, 
two hundred dollars; the marshal of the district 
of Pennsylvania, four hundred dollars; the mar- 
shal of the district of Delaware, one hundred 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Maryland, 
three hundred dollars ; the marshal of the district 
of Virginia, five hundred dollars; the marshal of 
the district of Kentucky, three hundred dollars ; 
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the marshal of the district of North Carolin, 
three hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of ;\, 
district of South Carolina, three hundred dolla;;. 
the marshal of the District of Columbia, fif, 
dollars; the marshal for the district of Georgia 
three hundred dollars ; the marshal of the disirie, 
of East Tennessee, one hundred and fifty 4). 
lars ; the marshal of the district of West Tennos. 
see, one hundred and fifty dollars; the marsha) 
of the district of Ohio, two hundred dollars ; ;}, 
secretary of the Mississippi Territory, two hyp. 
dred dollars; the secretary of Indiana Terriion 
one hundred dollars; the secretary of the Mich. 
gan Territory, one hundred dollars; the secretary 
of the Illinois Territory, one hundred dollars ; th 
secretary of the Territory of Orleans, one hundre; 
and fifty dollars ; the secretary of the Territory oj 
Louisiana, one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person whose usual place of abode shall be in any 
family on the aforesaid first Monday of Augusi 
next, shall be returned, as of such family; ani 
the name of every person who shall be an inhab. 
itant of any distriet or Territory, without a settled 
place of residence, shall be inserted in the column 
of the schedule which is allotted for the heads of 
families. in that division where he or she shall 
be, on the said first, Monday of August nex: 
and every person occasionally absent at the time 
of enumeration, as belonging to that place in 
which he or she usually resides in the United 
States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That eac) 
and every free person more than sixteen years o/ 
age, whether heads of families or not, belonging 
to any family within any division, district, or 
Territory, made or established within the United 
States, shall be and hereby is obliged to render 
to such assistant of the division, if required,a 
true account, to the best of his or her knowledge, 
of all and every person belonging to such family, 
respectively, according to the several descriptions 
aforesaid, on pain of forfeiting twenty dollars, to 
be sued for and recovered in action of debt, by such 
assistant, the one-half for his own use, and the 
other haif for the use of the United States. | 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That each 
and every assistant, previous to making his retura 
to the marshal or secretary, (as the case may be.) 
shall cause a correct copy, signed by himsell, o! 
the schedule containing the number of inhabi- 
tants within his division, to be set up at two of the 
most public places within the same, there to re- 
main for the inspection of all concerned ; for 
each of which copies the said assistant shall be 
entitled to receive two dollars, provided prool 0! 
the schedule having been so set up and suffered 
to remain, shall be transmitted to the marshal 
or secretary, (as the case may be,) with the re- 
turn of the number of persons; and in case any 
assistant shall fail to make such proof to the mar- 
shal or secretary, as aforesaid, he shall forfeit the 
compensation by this act allowed him. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 


Secretary of State shall be and hereby is author- 


ized and required to transmit to the marshals 0! 
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- the several States, and to the secretaries aforesaid, 
regulations and instructions pursuant to this act, 
for carrying the same into effect, and also the 
' forms contained therein of the schedule to be re- 


turned, and proper interrogatories to be admin- 


istered by the several persons to be employed 
_ therein. 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in 


' case there shall be no secretary in either of the 


Territories of the United States, the duties di- 
rected by this act to be performed by the secre- 
tary may be performed by the Governor of such 
Territory, who shall receive the same compensa- 
tion to which the secretary would be entitled for 
the performance of said duties, and be subject to 
the same penalties. 
Approved, March 26, 1810. 





_ An Act to prevent the issuing of Sea-Letters except to 


certain vessels. 


Beit enacted, &c., That, from and after the thir- 
tieth of June next, no sea-letter or other document 


» certifying or proving any ship or vessel to be the 
| property of a citizen or citizens of the United 
| States, shall be issued except to ships or vessels 
; duly registered, or enrolled and licensed as ships 
| or vessels of the United States, or to vessels which 
» atthat time shall be wholly owned by citizens of 
| the United States, and furnished with or entitled 
' to sea-letters or other custom-house documents, 
» any law or laws heretofore passed to the contrary 
| notwithstanding: Provided nevertheless, That 
| no sea-letter shall be issued to any vessel which 


shall not at this time be furnished or entitled 
to a lea-letter, unless such vessel shall return 
to some port or place in the United States or Ter- 


' ritories thereof on or before the said thirtieth day 


of June next: Provided nevertheless, That no 


' sea-letter or other document, certifying or prov- 
_ ing any ship or vessel to be the property ofa citi- 
' zen or citizens of the United States, shall be is- 
» sued to any vessel now abroad, which shall not 
_ at this time be furnished or entitled to a sea-let- 
' ter, unless such vessel shall arrive at some port or 
| place in the United States or Territories thereof, 
_ on or before the said thirtieth day of June next; 
_ and provided that nothing herein contained shail 
| be construed to operate against any such vessel 
_ or vessels that now are, or may be, prior to the 
_ said thirtieth of June, detained abroad by the au- 


thority of any foreign Power. 
Approved, March 26, 1810. 





An Act making an appropriation for the purpose of 
trying the practical use of the Torpedo or sub-ma- 
rine explosion. 

Be it enacted, &c., That asum not exceeding 
five thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 


_ appropriated, payable out of any money in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to defray 


_ the expense which shail be incurred in any actual 
| experiments, when the President of the United 
_ States shall deem it expedient to cause such ex- 
_ periments to be made, which shall be made un- 


der the immediate direction of the Secretary of 
11th Con. 2d Srss.—S0O 


the Navy, for the purpose of ascertaining with 
precision how far the torpedo or sub-marine ex- 
plosions may be usefully employed as engines of 
war, who is hereby directed to report to Congress 
the result of the experiment with his opinion 
thereon. 

Approved, March 30, 1810. 





An Act to make public a road in Washington county, 
in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the road heretofore 
opened by the consent of the owners of the land 
over which the same passed. from the line of the 
District of Columbia, through the land of Jchn 
Masters and John L. Naylor, to the lower bridge 
over the Eastern Branch of Potomac river, shall 
be, and is hereby declared to be a public high way ; 
and shall be kept in repair, as other public roads 
in Washington county, in the District of Colum- 
bia, are kept in repair. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That three 
commissioners, to be mutually appointed by the 
Levy Court of the county of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, and the proprietors of the 
land over which the said road does or may pass 
or be laid out, be and they are hereby appointed 
commissioners, and they, or a majority of them, 
are hereby authorized and empowered to review 
the said road, and to cause the same to be sur- 
veyed and laid out, not exceeding thirty feet in 
width, and to cause a plot to be made thereof, and 
return the same, under their hands and seals, to 
the clerk of Washington county, to be by him 
recorded among the land records of said county. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
commissioners, or a majority of them, shall ascer- 
tain and value the damage which any person, 
through whose land the said road passes, may 
sustain, by making the said road a public high- 
way, and shall return to the Levy Court of Wash- 
ington county a certificate of such valuation, the 
amount of which shall be levied by said court on 
the assessable property of said county and the City 
of Washington, and paid over to the person or 
persons entitled to receive the same. 

Approved, March 30, 1810. 





An Act to alter and amend an act, entitled “An act 
providing for the third census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States,” passed the twenty- 
sixth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten. 

Be it enacted, &c.. That the enumeration men- 
tioned in the first section of the act hereby amend- 
ed, shall close within five months from the first 
Monday in August next, and the assistants shall 
make their returns to the marshals and secretaries 
within the said five months, anything in the said 
act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, April 12, 1810. 





An Act to incorporate a company for making certain 
turnpike roads in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted ¢c., That Daniel Carrol, of Dud- 

dington, George W. P. Custis, Thomas Fenwick, 
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John Tayloe, Samuel Harrison Smith, Daniel | who may then be, or thereafter may become, th, 
Brent, Daniel Rapine, Frederick May, Elias B. | actual holders or proprietors of shares in the sj; 
Caldwell, William Brent, James D. Barry, and | capital stock, either as subscribers for the sam, 
John Law, be, and they are hereby appointed and | or as the legal representatives, successors, or a: 
constituted a board of commissioners, a majority | signees, of such subseribers, shall become 0), 
of whom to constitute a quorum, with full power | body politic and corporate, in deed and in law, }y 
to receive and enter in such book or books, as | the name and style of the “ President, Direcio,, 
they may deem proper, by themselves or by their | and Company of the Columbia Turnpike Roads:” 
agents, subscriptions for raising a capital stock | and by the said name shall have perpetual sy. 
of sixty thousand dollars, in shares of one hundred | cession, and all the privileges incident toa ey. 
dollars each, for the purpose of opening, gravel- poration, and shall be capable of taking and holy. 
ling, and improving the following roads in the | ing their said capital stock, and the increase anj 
District of Columbia, to wit: One road from the | profits thereof, and of enlarging the same by ney 
boundary line of the City of Washington, to the | subseriptions, if such enlargement shall be foun; 
boundary line of the District of Columbia, in the | necessary to fulfil the intent of this act, and of 
most direct and practicable route from the Capi- | purchasing, taking, and holding, to them and thei; 
tol to Baltimore. One road from the boundary | successors and assigns, in fee simple, or for ayy 
line of the City of Washington, to the boundary | lesser estate, all such lands, tenements, heredita. 
line of the District of Columbia, in the most di- | ments, and estate, real and personal, as shall b¢ 
rect and practicable route from the Capitol to | necessary or useful to them in the prosecution of 
Montgomery court-house ; and one road from the | their works, and of suing and being sued, of hay. 
western extremity of the causeway leading from | ing a common seal, the same breaking and altering 
Alexander’s island to the boundary line of the | at pleasure,and of doing all and every other matter 
District of Columbia, in the most direct and prac- | and thing, concerning the subject aforesaid, which 
ticable route towards the Little river turnpike | a corporation or body politic may lawfully do. 
road, in the State of Virginia. The times, places,| Seo. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the said 
and manner of receiving and entering subscrip- | company shall meet on the first Monday in Janu- 
tions, and the manner of authenticating powers | ary, in every year, at such place as shall be fixed 
of attorney, or other instruments of writing au- | by their by-laws, for the purpose of choosing 
thorizing subscriptions to be made by any person | such officers as aforesaid for the ensuing year, in 
or persons in the name of any other person or per- | manner aforesaid, and at such other times as they 
sons, to be ascertained by said board of commis- | shall be summoned by the president and director 
sioners, and duly advertised in such gazettes or | aforesaid, at which annual or special meetings. 
public prints as they may deem expedient: Pro- | they shall have full power and authority to do 
vided, That no subscription shall be received, | and perform any act by law allowed, and pertain- 
unless the sum of ten dollars be first paid into the | ing to the affairs of said company ; and the presi- 
hands of such agent or other person as said com- | dent and directors for the time being, shall hold 
missioners may authorize to receive it. their offices until others shali be appointed in their 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when | places;.and the said corporation shall not be 
any number of persons shall have subscribed one | deemed to be dissolved, by reason of any defect 
hundred and fifty shares or more of the said stock, | of officers, but if it should happen that there 
the said commissioners, or a majority of them, | should be no president or directors competent to 
may, and, when the whole number of shares afore- | call a meeting of stockholders, the same may be 
said shall be subscribed, shall give notice in some | called by any stockholder, for the purpose of elect- 
newspaper, printed in the District of Columbia, | ing such officers, giving thirty days’ notice of the 
of a time and place to be appointed for the sub-| time and place of such meeting, by advertise: 
scribers to proceed to organize the said corpora- | ment, in a newspaper printed in the City of 
tion, at which time and place the said subscribers, | Washington. 
by a ateey of votes, to be delivered by ballots; Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
in person, or by proxy duly authorized, shall elect | president and directors shall procure printed ce 
one president and four directors, to conduct the | tificates for all the shares of said stock. and shal 
business of said company for one year, and until | deliver one such certificate, signed by the pres 
other such officers shall be chosen in their place ; dent, to each person, for every share by him o 
and, at that or any subsequent legal meeting of her subscribed and held, which certificate shall be 
stockholders, may make such rules, orders, and | transferrable, at his or her pleasure, in person 0! 
regulations, not inconsistent with the Constitu- | by attorney, in the presence of the presided! 
tion and laws of the United States, as shall be | clerk, or treasurer, of said company, who shai 
necessary for the well being of the affairs of said | Witness the same, subject however to all paymen's 
company: Provided always, That no stockholder | due or to grow due thereupon: and the assigat 
shall, in person or by proxy, have more than | holding any such certificate, having caused the 
twenty-five votes at any election, or in determin- | assignment to be entered in a book of the compat) 
ing any question arising at such meeting, what- | to be kept for that purpose, shall be a member 0! 
ever number of shares he or she may hold: and | Said company, and for every certificate by him 
each stockholder, in person or by proxy, shall be | held shall be entitled to one share in the capi' 
entitled to one vote for every share by him or her | stock and estate of said cempany ; and if av) 
held, not exceeding said number ; and all persons stockholder, after thirty days’ public notice 0! 
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ity of Washington, of 


newspaper printed in the 


C 


| the time and place appointed for the payment of 
- any portion or dividend of the sum prescribed in 


said stock, shall neglect to pay the same for the 
space of thirty days after the time so appointed, 
the share or shares on which such delinquency 


- has taken place may be sold at public auction, 


and transferred by them to any person or persons, 


| willing to purchase for such price as can be ob- 


tained; or in case any proprietor shall fail to pay 
any instalment which shall be duly assessed, 
such instalment, or any part thereof that shall re- 
main deficient or unpaid, may be recovered of 
the person or persons, so failing to pay. by war- 


' rant from a justice of the peace, if the amount 


shall not exceed twenty dollars, and if the sum 
so due shall exceed twenty dollars, the same may 
be recovered by motion, in the name of the said 


' company, or ten days’ notice, in any court of re- 
' cord in the county or district where the debtor 
| may be found; or by action at law in the usual 
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| said president and directors shall meet at such 


‘acting their business; at which meetings any 
' three members shall form a quorum, who, in the 
absence of the president, may choose a chairman, 
- and shall keep minutes of all their transactions, 
| fairly entered in a book; and a quorum being 
| met, they shall have full power and authority to 
_ appoint a treasurer and all other officers necessary 


_ such surveyors, intendants, artists, or other agents, 
as they shall judge necessary to carry on the in- 
' tended works, and to fix their salaries, wages, or 
| compensation; to direct and order the times, 
| manner and proportions, when, and in which the 
_ stockholders shall pay moneys due on their re- 
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course of judicial proceedings, at the option of 
said president and directors; and in all such war- 
rants, motions, or actions, the certificate of the 
clerk or recording officer of the said company 
shall be conclusive evidence of the defendant’s 
being a member of the company, and prima facie 
evidence of the amount due on the share or 
shares held by such defendant. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 


times and places as shall be agreed upon for trans- 


or convenient, and agree with and appoint all 


spective shares; to draw orders on the treasurer 
for all moneys due from the said company, and 
generally to do and transact all such other mat- 
ters and things as by the by-laws, rules, and 
regulations of said company, shall be required 
permitted. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That upon 
application of the said president and directors of | 
the said company to the circuit court of the Dis- | 
triet of Columbia, or to the judges thereof out of | 
court, the said court or the judges, or any two of | 
the judges thereof out of court, shall appoint three 
commissioners, not interested in any of the lands | 
through which either of the said roads may be | 
laid out, nor interested in the stock of the com- | 
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| pany hereby created, nor in the stock of any other | 
_ turnpike company, who shall each receive from | 


| the said president, directors, and company, two 


dollars for every day they shall, respectively, be 
| actually necessarily employed in or about the | be returned to the office of the clerk of the said 
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affairs of the said company. And each of the 
said commissioners, before * proceeds to act as 
such, shall take and subscribe an oath or solemn 
affirmation, in the presence of a justice of the 
peace, “ That he will well, faithfully, and impar- 
tially, according to the best of his skill and judg- 
ment, and without unnecessary delay, execute 
and perform all the duties required of him as a 
commissioner, under the sixth section of the act 
of Congress, entitled “An act to incorporate a 
company for making certain turnpike roads in 
the District of Columbia ;” which oaths or affir- 
mations, so subscribed and certified by the justice 
in whose presence they shall be severally taken 
and subscribed, shall be filed in the office of the 
clerk of the said circuit court, and enrolled among 
the land records of the county of Washington. 
And the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
being qualified as aforesaid, shall, upon the re- 
quest of the said president and directurs, cause to 
be surveyed, laid out, ascertained, described, and 
marked, by certain metes and bounds, each of the 
aforesaid turnpike roads described in the first sec- 
tion of this act, not less than sixty-six feet in 
breadth, in such routes, tracts, or courses for the 
same, paapecenery as in the best of their judg- 
ment willcombine shortness of distance with the 
most convenient ground, and the smallest expense 
of money ; and for this purpose it shall be lawful 
for them, and such agents, assistants, servants, or 
attendants as they may think proper to employ, 
to enter upon any of the lands through or near 
which the said roads, or either of them, may be 
laid out; having first given twenty days public 
notice, in some newspaper printed in the City of 
Washington, of the time and place of their en- 
tering on the said business of surveying and lay- 
ing out each road respectively. And if any pro- 
prietor of any part of the lands, through which 
either of the said roads may be laid out, shall re- 
quire compensation for so much of his or her said 
lands as may be occupied by the said roads, or 
either of them, or shall claim damages for or on 
account of the opening or laying out the said 
roads, or either of them, through his or her land, 
and if the said president and directors cannot 
agree with such proprietor respecting the same 
then the said commissioners, at the request o 

either party, shall appoint a day and place to hear 
and decide upon such claim, and the amount of 
compensation and damages which such proprietor 
shall be entitled to receive from the said presi- 
dent, directors, and company therefor; first giving 
twenty days’ notice to the adverse party, his or 
her agent or attorney in fact, or other legal repre- 
sentative, if either shall be within the District of 
Columbia; and if the party so notified shall fail 
to attend, or if the party shall be an infant under 
age, non compos mentis, feme coverte, or absent 
out of the District of Columbia, and have no 
known agent, or other legal representative there- 
in, then the said commissioners may proceed ex 
parte to hear and decide the same ; and the award 





| of them, or any two of them, made in writing, 


signed by them, or any two of them, shall by them 
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court for the county of Washington, within ten 
days after such hearing ; anda en shall, 
within ten days after such return, be served upon 
such of the parties as are resident in the District 
of Columbia; and if such award be not, at the 
session of the said circuit court, in the county of 
Washington, next after such return of the said 
award to the clerk’s office, set aside on account of 
fraud or partiality in the said commissioners, the 
same shall be final and conclusive between the 
parties, and shall be recorded by the said clerk; 
and the sum so awarded being paid to the said 
clerk for the use of the person entitled to receive 
the same, the said land mentioned and described 
in the said award shall and may be taken and 
occupied as a turnpike road and public highway 
forever. And the said commissioners, upon com- 
pleting the said survey of the said roads, or either 
of them, shall return a plat and certificate of such 
nae to the said clerk; and the same being ac- 
cepted by the said court, shall be recorded by the 
said clerk, and thereupon the road so laid out 
shall be taken, used, and occupied as a turnpike 
road and public highway forever; and>the said 
president, directors, and company may thereupon 
proceed to enter upon the same, and shall cause 
at least twenty-four feet in breadth, throughout 
the whole length thereof, to be made an artificial 
road, of stone, gravel, or other hard substance, of 
sufficient depth or thickness to secure a solid and 
firm roead, with a surface as smooth as the mate- 
rials will admit, and so nearly level, that it shall 
in no. case rise or fall more than an angle of four 
degrees with a horizontal line; and the said road 
shall thereafter be kept in good and perfect repair ; 
and wheresvever upon the said roads any bridge 
shall be deemed necessary, the same shall be built 
of sound and suitable materials. And in case 
either of the said commissioners should die, or 
refuse to act, or become incapacitated, or should 
be removed by the court for misconduct, the said 
court may appoint another in his place; and 
when, in the opinion of the said president and 
directors, either of the said roads shal] be com- 
pleted to the extent of twenty-four feet in breadth, 
the same shall be examined by the said commis- 
sioners, or any two of them ; and if, in the opinion 
of them, or any two of them, the said road should 
have been completed to the extent of at least 
twenty-four feet in breadth, according to the 
meaning of this act, they shall certify the same 
to the said circuit court, or the judges thereof out 
of court; and their certificate being accepted by 
the said court, or any two judges thereof, and re- 
corded, the said president and directors shall and 
may thereafter erect and fix such and so many 
gates and turnpikes, not exceeding two, upon and 
across each of the said roads, as shall be neces- 
sary and sufficient to collect the tolls hereinafter 
prmane to the said company; and it shall be 
wful for them to appoint such and so man 
toll-gatherers as they shall deem necessary to col- 
lect and receive of and from all and every person 
and persons using the said road or roads, the tolls 
and rates hereinafter mentioned,.and to stop any 
person or persons riding, leading, or driving any 
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horses, mules, cattle, hogs, sheep, sulky, chai, 
chaise, pheton, chariot, coach, cart, wagon, sleich 
sled, or any carriage of burden or pleasure from, 
passing through the said gates until the said {o\j, 
shall be paid, that isto say: For the whole (jc. 
tance in length of the whole of the said road; 
and so in proportion, as near as may be, for any 
less distance within the District of Columbia 
viz., for every score of sheep, twenty cents; fy, 
every score of hogs, twenty cents; for every scot 
of cattle, forty cents; and so in proportion for apy 
greater or less number; for every horse or my: 
with a rider, twelve and an half cents; for ever 
stage and wagon and two horses, thirty cents; {o; 
either carriage last mentioned with four horses, 
forty cents; for every led or driven horse o, 
mule, six cents; for every sulky, chair, chaise, o: 
carriage of pleasure with two wheels and oy 
horse, twenty cents; for every coach, chariot, 
coachee, pheton, or chaise, with four wheels anj 
two horses, thirty-seven and an half cents; fo 
any of the said carriages last mentioned, with 
four horses, fifty cents; for every other carriage 
of pleasure, under whatever name it may go, the 
like sums, according to the number of wheels and 
horses, in proportion aforesaid; for every sled or 
sleigh used as a carriage of pleasure, twelve and 
an half cents for each horse drawing the same; 
for every sled or sleigh used as a carriage of bur- 
den, eight cents for each horse drawing the same; 
for every cart or wagon, whose wheels do not 
exceed four inches in breadth, twelve and an half 
cents for each horse drawing the same ; for every 
cart or wagon, whose wheels shall exceed in 
breadth four inches, and not exceed seven inches, 
six cents for every horse drawing the same; for 
every cart or wagon, the breadth of whose wheels 
shall be more than seven inches, and not more 
than ten inches, five cents for every horse draw- 
ing the same ; for every cart or wagon, the breadth 
of whose wheels shall be more than ten inches, 
and not exceed twelve inches, four cents for every 
horse drawing the same. And that all such car- 
riages as aforesaid, to be drawn by oxen in the 
whole, or partly by oxen, or to be drawn by mules 
in whole or part, two oxen shall be estimated a 
equal to one horse, in charging all the aforesaid 
tolls, and every mule as equal to one horse. Ani 
it shall be also the duty of the said commissioners, 
after hearing all parties, to decide and award 
what proportion of the cost already incurred 0 
making the causeway from Alexander’s island to 
the main land, and of the road from the sail 
causeway to the west end of the Washington 
bridge, shall be paid by the president, directors 
and company of the Columbia turnpike roads, (0 
the president and directors of the Washingtou 
and Alexandria Turnpike Company ; and also, '0 
what proportion the former company shall co0- 
tribute and pay towards the future repairs ao/ 
improvements of the said causeway and road; 
and the award of the said commissioners, or aly 
two of them, so made, shall be returned to the 
office of the clerk of the said court for the county 
of Washington; and, being accepted by the said 
court, and recorded, shall be final and conclusive. 
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Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
"cases where stone, gravel, earth, or sand, shall be 
necessary for making or repairing either of the 
said roads, and the said president, directors, and 
company, of the Columbia turnpike roads, can- 
not agree for the same with the owner thereof, 
then, by application by the said president and 
_ directors, or any person authorized by them, to 
apy one of the judges of the said circuit court, 
| he may, if he see cause, by warrant under his 
hand and seal, command the marshal of the said 
| district to summon a jury of thirteen disinterested 
| persons, qualified to serve as petit jurors in. the 
said circuit court, to meet at the place where 
such materials may be, on some day, not more 
than ten days after the date of such warrant, and 
togive the other party five days notice of the 
said time and place, if such party be found with- 
in the District of Columbia; and if any of the 
said jurors should fail to attend at the said time 
_ and place, the marshal may immediately summon 
'talesmen in the place of those who are absent, 
_ and shall administer an oath to the said jurors 
» and talesmen, as the case may be, justly and im- 

partially to value the said materials, and to as- 
sess the damage which the owner thereof shall 
sustain by the taking thereof by the said presi- 
| dent, directors, and company, of the Columbia 
' turnpike roads; which valuation and assessment 
of damages made by the said jurors, or a major- 
ity of them, shall be signed by the said marshal 
_ and the jurors, or so many of them as shall agree 
' thereto, and be returned by the marshal to the 
_ said clerk of the said court for the county of 
_ Washington, to be by him recorded, and shall be 
_ conclusive between the parties ; and a copy there- 
' of shall be delivered to each of the parties, who 
' may be resident in the District, and the sum so 
' awarded and assessed being paid to the said clerk 
_ of the said court, for the use of the party enti- 
_ tled thereto, the said president and directors may 
proceed to take and carry away the said mate- 
_ rials so valued for the purposes aforesaid. And 
_ the said president, directors, and company, shall 
_ pay the said marshal five dollars for his service 
insummoning and impannelling the said jury, 
and taking and returning the said inquest, and 
_ two dollars to each of the jurors so sworn. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for 
_ the purpose of ascertaining the weight that may 
| bedrawn along the said road, in any cart, wagon, 
 orothercarriage of burden, itshall and may belaw- 
_ ful for the said president, managers,and company, 

toerect and establish scales and weights at or 
near such and so many of the gates erected, or to 
be erected, in pursuance of this act, as they may 
think proper; and where there may seem reason- 
able cause to suspect that any cart, wagon, or 
other carriage of burden, carries a greater weight 
than is or shall be by law allowable, it shall be 
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therein ascertained by weighing: and if the per- 
son or persons driving, or having care or charge 
of any such cart, wagon, or other carriage of 
burden, shall refuse to drive the same into any 
such scales for the purpose aforesaid, the person 
or persons so refusing shall forfeit and pay to the 
said president, managers, and company, any sum 
not less than five dollars, nor more than eight 
dollars, to be recovered in the manner hereinaf- 
ter mentioned. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That no 
wagon, or other carriage with four wheels, the 
breadth of whose wheels shall not be four inches, 
shall be drawn along the said road with a greater 
weight thereon than three tons; that no such car- 
riage, the breadth uf whose wheels shall not be 
seven inches, or being six inches or more shall roll 
at least ten inches, shall be drawn along the said 
roads with more than five tons; that no such car- 
riage, the breadth of whose wheels shall not be 
ten inches or more, or being less shall not roll at 
least twelve inches, shall be drawn along the said 
road, with more than eight tons; that no cart or 
other carriage with two wheels, the same breadth 
of wheels as the wagons aforesaid, shall be drawn 
along the said road with more than half the bur- 
den or weight aforesaid; and if any cart, wagon, 
or carriage of burden, whatsoever, shall be drawn 
along the said road, with a greater weight than 
is hereby allowed, the owner or owners of such 
carriage, if the excess of burden shall be three 
hundred weight or upwards, shall forfeit and pay 
four times the customary tolls for the use of the 
company: Provided, always, That it shall and 
may be lawful for the said company, by their by- 
laws, to alter any or all the reguiationa herein 
contained respecting the burdens or carriages to 
be drawn over the said road, and to substitute 
other regulations, if, upon experiment, such alter- 
ations shall be found conducive tv the public 
good: Provided, nevertheless, That such regula- 
tions shall not lessen the burdens of carriages 
above described. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
president and directors of the said company shall 
keep, or cause to be kept, fair and just accounts 
of all moneys to be received by them from the 
said commissioners first herein named, and from 
the stockholders or subscribers to the said under- 
taking, on account of their several subscriptions 
or shares, and of all moneys by them to be ex- 
pended, in the prosecution of their said work, and 
shall once, at least, in every year, submit such ac- 
counts to a general meeting of the stockholders 
until the said road shall be completed, and until 
all the costs, charges, and expenses, of effecting 
the sagne, shall be fully liquidated, paid, and dis- 
charged; and if upon such liquidation, or when- 
ever the whole capital stock of the said company 
shall be nearly expended, it shall be found that 


lawful for the toll-gatherers, or other persons in | the said capital stock will not be sufficient to 
their service or employment, to prevent the same | complete the said roads, according to the true 
from passing such gate or turnpike, until such | intent and meaning of this act, it shall and may 
cart, wagon, or carriage of burden, shall bedrawn | be lawfal for the said stockholders, being con- 
into the fixed or erected scales at or near any such | vened according to the provisions of this act 
gate or turnpike, and the weight or burden drawn | or their by-laws and rules, to increase the amoun 
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to be paid on the shares from time to time to such 
extent as shall be necessary to accomplish the 
work, and to demand and receive the increased 
amount so to be required on such shares in like 
manner and under the like penalties as are herein- 
before provided for the original payments, or as 
shall be provided by their by-laws. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
said president and directors shall also ee cause 
to be kept, just and true accounts of all moneys 
to be received by their several collectors of tolls 
at the turnpike gates on the said roads, and shall 
make and declare a half yearly dividend of the 
clear profits and income thereof, all contingent 
costs and charges being first deducted, among 
all the holders of said stock, and shall publish the 
half yearly dividend aforesaid in some newspa- 
per printed in the District of Columbia, and at 
the time and place when and where the same 
will be paid, and shall cause the same to be paid 
accordingly. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall 
be the duty of the said corporation to keep the 
said roads, as they are respectively completed, in 
good repair; and if, in neglect of their said duty, 
the said corporation shallat any time suffer the said 
roads to be out of repair, so as to be unsafe or in- 
convenient for passengers, the said corporation 
shall be liable to be presented for such neglect, 
before any court of competent jurisdiction, and 
upon conviction thereof, to pay to the United 
States a penalty not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, at the discretion of the court, and shall also 
be responsible for all damages which may be sus- 
tained by any person or persons in consequence 
of such want of repair, to be recovered in an ac- 
tion of trespass on the case in any court compe- 
tent to try the same: Provided always, and it is 
further enacted, That, whenever the net proceeds 
of tolls collected on said roads shall amount to a 
sum sufficient to reimburse the capital which shall 
be expended in the purchase of such land and mak- 
ing said rvads, and twelve per cent. interest per 
annum thereon, to be ascertained by the circuit 
court of the United States, in and for the District 
of Columbia, the same shall become free roads, 
and tolls shall be no longer collected thereon; 
and said company shall annually make returns 
to said circuit court of the amount of the tolls col- 
lected, and of their necessary expenses, so as to 
enable said circuit court to determine when said 
tolls shall cease. 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
person or persons riding io or driving any car- 
riage of any kind, or leading, riding, or driving, 
any horses, sheep, hogs, or any kind of gattle 
whatever, on said road, shall pass througlany 
private gate, bars, or fence, or over any private way 
or passage, or pass through any toll-gate under any 
pretended privilege or exemption.to which he, 
or she, or they, may not be entitled, or do any 
actor thing with intent to lessen or evade the 
tolls for passing through the gates established 
under this act, such person or persons, for every 
such offence, shall forfeit to the said president 
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and directors not less than three nor more thay 
ten dollars, to be recovered before any justice of 
the peace, with costs, in the same manner that 
small debts are recoverable: Provided, That jt 
shall not be lawful for the company to ask, de. 
mand, or receive, from or for persons living on or 
adjacent to the said roads, who may have occa. 
sion to pass by said roads upon the ordinary busi. 
ness relating to their farms, so far as the limits of 
the same may extend on the roads, respectively, 
who shall not have any other convenient road or 
way by which they may pass, from one part to 
another part thereof, any toll for passing on, or 
by either of the said turnpikes. ; 


Approved, April 20, 1810. 





An Act to amend an act, entitled “ An act for the es. 
tablishment of a turnpike company in the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the president and directors of 
the Washington and Alexandria Turnpike Com- 
pany, in all cases where stone, gravel, earth, or 
sand, rt be necessary for making or repairing 
the Washington and Alexandria turnpike road, 
and the President and Directors of the Wash- 
ington and Alexandria Turnpike Company can- 
not agree for the same with the owners thereof, 
it shall and may be lawful for any one of the 
judges of the circuit court of the District of 
Columbia, upon application by the said _presi- 
dent and directors, or any person authorized by 
them, by warrant under his hand and seal, to 
command the marshal of the said District to 
summon a jury of thirteen disinterested persons, 
qualified to serve as petit jurors in the said cir- 
cuit court, to meet at the’ place where such ma- 
terials may be, on some day not more than ten 
after the date of such warrant, and to give the 
other party five days’ notice of the time and 
place, it such party be found within the District 
of Columbia, and if any of the said jurors should 
fail to attend at the said time and place, the mar- 
shal may immediately summon talesmen in the 
place of those who are absent, and shall admin- 
ister an oath to the said jurors or talesmen as the 
case may be, justly and impartially to value the 
said materials, and to assess the damage which 
the owner thereof shall sustain by the taking 
thereof by the said president and directors, which 
valuation and assessment of damages made by 
the said jurors or a majority of them, shall be 
signed by the said beara and the jurors, or s0 
many of them as shall agree thereto, and be re- 
turned to the clerk of the said court for the coun- 
ty of Alexandria, to be by him recorded, and 
shall be conclusive between the parties; anda 
copy thereof shall be delivered to each of the 
parties whp may be resident in the said District 
of Columbia, and the sum so awarded and as- 
sessed being paid to the said clerk of the said 
court, for the use of the party entitled thereto, 
the said president and directors may proceed (0 
take and carry away the said materials so valued 
for the purposes aforesaid, and the said president 
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a directors shall pay the said marshal five dol- 
Jars for his service in summoning and impannel- 
| ling the said jury, and taking and returning said 
inquest, and two dollars to each of the said jurors 
- sosworn. 
' See. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
_ president and directors aforesaid, may remove 
their toll-gate from the bridge that is made across 
Four Mile Creek, and place the same, and col- 
lect the tolls of their said road and bridge, on 
| any part of the said road: Provided, That the 
said toll-gate shall not be placed any nearer to 
“the town of Alexandria than where it now 
| stands, nor more than half a mile from where it 
now is. 
- Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it 
| shall and may be lawful for the president and 
directors of the said company, or a majority of 
' them, to agree with the owners of any ground, to 
| be occupied by the necessary toll-houses and 
» gates, for the right thereof, or in case the owner 
_ thereof shall be a feme covert, under age, non 
' compos, or out of the District, then the same 
' shall be condemned, and paid for in the same 
' manner, and subject to the same conditions as is 
' provided by the act to which ‘this is a supple- 
ment, for condemning the lands through which 
| the road was to be conducted: Provided, The 
' quantity of land so condemned does not exceed 
half an acre. 
| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, to 
enable the said company immediately to com- 
| plete and render sufficient the said road, accord- 
' ing to the true intent and meaning of the said 
' recited act, it shall and may be lawful for the 
_ stockholders of the said company, at any ee 
| 


| ral meeting at which a majority of them in per- 


' son, or by proxy, shall be present, to increase 
the number of shares to such extent as shall be 
necessary to accomplish the work, on the road 
- aforesaid, as now laid out, and to demand and 
receive the moneys subscribed for such shares in 
the like manner, and under the like penalties, as 
therein provided for the original subscriptions. 
Approved, April 25, 1810. | 
| 
An Act to allow the benefit of drawback on merchan- | 
dise transported by land conveyance from Newport 
to Boston, and from Boston to Newport, in like man- | 
ner as if the same were transported coastwise. 


Be it enacted, Fe That all goods, wares, and 
merchandise, duly imported into either of the 
ports of Boston and Newport, which shall be 

| transported by land conveyance from the port of 
Newport, by the way of Rhode Island bridge | 
and Taunton, to Boston ; or from Boston, by the | 
same route, to Newport, and which being im- | 
ported into Newport, shall be exported from Bos- 
ton; or which, being imported into Boston, shall 
be exported from Newport, shall be entitled to | 
the benefit of a drawback of the duties upon | 
exportation, to any foreign port or place, under | 
the same provisions, regulations, restrictions, and 
limitations, as if the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise were transported coastwise from one to 
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another of the said districts; and on the proviso 
that all the provisions, regulations, limitations, 
and restrictions existing in the case of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, transported by any of 


| the routes mentioned in the seventy-ninth section 


of the act, entitled “ An act to regulate the col- 

lection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed 

the second of March, one thousand seven hun- 

dred and ninety-nine, shall be duly observed. 
Approved, April 25, 1810. 


An Act to establish Post Roads. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the following be es- 
tablished as post roads: 

In the District of Maine.—From Portsmouth, 
N. H. by Kittery, York, Wells, Arundel, Bidde- 
ford, Saco, Scarboro’, Cape Elizabeth, Portland, 
Falmouth, North Yarmouth, Freeport, Bruns- 
wick, Bath, Woolwich, Wiscasset, New Castle, 
Waldoboro’, Warren, Camden, Canaan, Lin- 
colnville, Northport, Belfast, Prospect, Buckstown, 
Orland, Trenton, Sullivan, Steuben, Harrington, 
Addison, Jones, Machias, Denneysville, and Sco- 
dic, to Calais. 

From Dover, N. H. by Berwick and Douty’s 
Falls, to Arundel, or Kennebunk. 

From Portland, by Gorham, Buckstown, Lim- 
erick, Limington, Cornish, Parsonfield, Newfield, 
Shapleigh, Lebanon, Berwick, Sanford, Alfred, 
Waterboro’, and Philipsburg, to Buxtun. 

From Portland, by Saccarappee, Gorham, Stan- 
— Flintstown, Hiram, and Brownfield, to Fry- 

ush. 

From Portland, by Windham, Raymond, 
Bridgetown, Lovell, Waterford, Norway, Paris, 
Buckfield, Sumner. Hartford, Livermore, Tur- 
ner, Poland, New Gloucester, and Hebron Acad- 
emy, to Paris. 

From Portland, by Falmouth, Gray, New 
Gloucester, Lewistown, Green, Monmouth, Win- 
throp, Augusta, Sydney, Waterville, Farfield, 
Canaan, to Norridgewock, and Anson. 

From Bruoswick, by Topsham, Bowdoinham, 
Gardiner, and Hallowell, to Augusta. 

From Gardiner, by Pittstown and Dresden, to 
Wiscassett. 

From Augusta, by Redfield, Mount Vernon, 
Chester, and New Sharon, to Farmington. 

From Augusta, by Vassalboro’, Winslow, 
Clinton, Fairfax, Unity, and Collegetown, to 
Hampden. 

From Wiscasset, by Edgecomb, to Boothbay. 

From Wiscasset, by New Milford, Jefferson, 
Palermo, and Montville, to Belfast. 

Brom Buckstown, by Frankfort, Hampden, 
and Bangor, to No. 1, 7th Range, and thence by 
Orrington, to Buckstown. 

From Buckstown, by Penobscot, Castine, 
Sedgwick. and Blue Hill, to Buckstown, and 
from Castine to Lincolnville. 

From Sullivan to Goldsboro’. 

From Dennysville to Eastport. 

In New Hampshire-—From Salisbury, Ms. by 
Seabrook, and Hampton, to Portsmouth. 

From Portsmouth, by Durham, and North- 
wood, to Concord. 
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From Portsmouth, by Exeter, and Kingston, 


to Haverhill, Ms. 

From Portsmouth, by Exeter, Chester, Lon- 
donderry, Merrimack, Amherst, Petetsboro’, Marl- 
boro’, and Keene, to Walpole. 

From Haverhill; Ms. by Chester. Concord, 
Hopkinton, Henniker.and Lemster, to Charleston. 

rom Haverhill, Ms. by Salem, to Windham. 

From Tyngboro’. Ms. by Dunstable, Amherst, 
Francistown, Washington, and Claremont, to 
Windsor, Vt. 

From Portsmouth, by Nottingham, Epsom, 
Pembroke, Concord, Salisbury, Andover, Wil- 
mot, Enfield, Lebanon, Hanover, Lime, Orford, 
Piermont, Haverhill, Bath, Littleton, Dalton, 
Lancaster, Cockburn, Colebrook, and Stuart, to 
Norfolk, Vt. 

From Hanover, by Canaan, and Groton, to 
Plymouth. 

rom Salisbury, by Andover, New Chester, 
and Bridgewater, to Plymouth, thence by Hol- 
derness, New Hampton, and Sanbornton, to 
Salisbury. 

From Newburyport, Ms. by Exeter, New 
Market, Durham, Dover, and Barrington, to 
Gilmanton. 

From Portsmouth, by Dover. Rochester, Mid- 
dletown, Ossippee, Moultonboro’, Centre Harbor, 
Plymouth, and Haverhill, to Newbury ; and from 
Plymouth, by New Hampton, Meredith, Gil- 
manton, Nottingham, and Durham, to Ports- 
mouth. 

From Friburg, Me. by Conway, Bartletts, 
Rosebrooks, and Jefferson, to Lancaster. 

From Winchendon, Ms. by Fitzwilliam, and 
Keene, to Brattleboro’, Vt. 

From Warwick, Ms. by Winchester, and 
Kinsdale, to Brattleboro’, Vt. 

From Ashby, Ms. by New Ipswich, and Jaf- 
on to Marlboro’. 

n Vermont.—From Lansingburg, N. Y. by 
Bennington, Shaftsbury, Arlington, Manchester, 
Rutland, Pittsford, Branden, Leicester, Salisbu- 
ry, Middlebury, New Haven, Vergennes, Ferris- 
burg, Charlotte, Shelburn, Burlington, Colches- 
ter, Milton, Georgia, and St. Alban’s, to High- 

ate. 
z From Williamstown, Ms. by Pownall, to Ben- 
nington. 

rom Brattleboro’, by Marlboro’, Wilmington, 
and Woodford, to Bennington. 

From Rutland, by Clarendon, Shrewsbury’ 
Plymouth, Reading, and Windsor, to Cavendish’ 

rom Rutland, by Castleton, Fairhaven, Ben- 
son, Orwell, Shoreham, and Addison, to Vergen- 
nes. 

From Middlebury. by New Haven, Monkton, 
Hynesburg, Williston, Jericho, Essex, Westford, 
Fairfax, Fairfield, and Sheldon, to Huntsburg; 
thence by Berkshire, Enosburg, Bakersfield, 
Cambridge, Underhill, Richmond, Huntington, 
Starksboro’, and Bristol, to Middlebury, and from 
thence to Poultney, and also from Middlebury, by 
Royalton, to Hanover, N. H 

rom Barnardstown, Ms. by Hinsdale, Brattle- 
boro’, Putney, Westminster, Walpole, Charles- 


ton, Wethersfield, Windsor, Hartford, 


i Norwich, 
Thetford, Fairlee, Bradford, Newbury, Ryegate 
Barnet, Littleton, Concord, and Lunenbure. 1, 
Guildhall. 

From Walpole, N. H. by Bellows Falls, Roc. 
ingham, Chester, Cavendish; Ludlow,and Shrews. 
bury, to Rutland. 

From Windsor, by Woodstock, Barnard, Roy. 
alton, Randolph, Williamston, Berlin, Montpelie; 
Middlesex, Waterbury, Bolton, Jericho, and Wij. 
es to Burlington, and from thence to Gran 

sie. 

From Newbury, by Corinth, Washington, an; 
Barre, to Berlin. 

From Ryegate, by Peacham, Danville. Whee. 
lock, Sheffield, Glover, Barton, Brownington, and 
Salem, to Derby. 

From Laneaster, N. H. by Lunenburg, §; 
Johnsbury, Danville, Walden, Harwich, Wool- 
cott, Hydespark, Johuston, and Fletcher, to §:. 
Albans. 

In Massachusetts —From Suffield, Conn. by 
Springfield, Wilbraham, Palmer, Western, Brook 
field, Spencer, Leicester, Worcester, Shrewsbury, 
Northboro’, Marlboro,’ Sudbury, Watertown. 
Cambridge, Boston, Charlestown, Malden, Lynn. 
Salem, Beverly, Wenham, Hamilton, Ipswich, 
Rowley, and Newburyport, to Salisbury. 

From Suffield, Ct. by Westfield, Southampton, 
Northampton, Hatfield, Whately, Deerfield, and 
Greenfield, to Bernardstown. 

From Salisbury, Ct. by Sheffield, Great Bar- 
rington, Stockbridge, Lenox, Pittsfield, Lanes- 
boro’, and Williamston, to Greenfield. 

From Canaan, Ct. by Sheffield, to Egremont. 

From Colebrook, Ct. by Southfield. Sandis- 
ann Lenox, and Hancock, to New Lebanon. 


From Springfield, by Stockbridge and Wes! 
Stockbridge, to Albany, N. Y. 

From Granby, by Granville, Blandford, ani 
Chester, to Middlefield. 

From Brookfield, by Ware, Belchertown, Had- 
ley, Northampton, Chesterfield, Worthington. 
Partridgefield, Dalton, Pittsfield, and Hancock, | 
New Lebanon. 

From Stafford, Ct. to Brookfield or Worcester 
and thence by Framingham, to Boston. 

From Worcester, by Holden, Rutland, Barre 
and Petersham, to Athol. 

From Rutland, by Hubbardstown and Ten- 
pleton, to Winchendon. 

From Rutland, by Greenwich, Hardwich, Pel- 
ham, Amherst, and Hadley, to Northampton, an¢ 
thence by South Hadley, to Springfield. 

From Boston, by Dedham, Walpole, Foxbo- 
rough and Attleborough, to Providence, R. I. 

From Boston, by the Newburyport turnpike. 
to Newburyport. 

From Ded! 
ham, Milfoad, Mendon, Uxbridge, and Douglass 
to Thompson, Ct. 


From Boston, by Milton, Canton, Easton. 
Taunton, Berkley, and Freetown, to New Bed- 


ford. 


From Boston, by Dorchester, Quincy, Braiu- 
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_ — — — ~~ — —— — 
‘ tree, Weymouth, Hanover, Pembroke, Kingston, | bury, Bethlehem, Litehfield, and Goshen, to Ca- 
4 


Wich, 
ate, 
'g, to 


Piymowte, Sandwich, Barnstable, Yarmouth, | ae NewH by Woodbridee. Waterb 
Dennis, Brewster, Harwich, Chatham, Orleans. | rom New Haven, by Woodbridge, Waterbury, 
Sa Eastham, Wellfleet, and Truro, to Provincetown. | Watertown, Litchfield, Cornwall, and Sharon, to 
tock. [F From Sandwich, by Falmouth, to Nantucket. | Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
ews. _ From Falmouth to Edgarton. | From New Haven, by Cheshire and Southing- 
| From Sandwich, by Wareham, Rochester New | ton, to Farmington 5 
Roy. [F Bedford and Dartmouth, to Westport. |. From New Haven, by Durham and Middle- 
elie, J From) Weymouth, by Hingham, Cohasset, | town, to Wethersfield. ; 
Wil. Scituate, Marshfield, and Duxbury, to Kingston.) | From New Haven, by Branford, Guilford, Kil- 
rand aoe alg, toon per, Bridgewater, | eee Saybrook, Lye es London. Chel- 
Raynham aunton, Dighton, Somerset, and | sea, and Jewitt’s city to Plaintield. 

, and Swanzey. to Warren, R. i | From Saybrook, by Petty Paug, Haddam, East 
, From Boston, by Concord, Stow, Bolton, Lan- | Haddam, and Middle Haddam, to Middletown. 
me & a Parone aera! aeons . — “Agr e9c ig mee ne wer! 
; and erry, Athol, and Orange, to Warwick. | Colchester, Glastenbury. Hartford, Wintonbury, 

: Bsn page a by Littleton, Groton, and | Canton, New Hartford, Winchester, and Norfolk, 
. 8. F Townsend, to Ashby. | to Canaan. 
Yool- & a Concord, by Fitzwilliam, N. H. to Brat-; From Norwich, by Canterbury and Brooklyn. 
0 St. tleborough, Vt. | to Pomfret. : 
* From Boston, by Medford, Woburn, Billerica | ea een wt Se to aw : 
‘°° @ and Chelmsford, to Tyngsboro’. rom New Hartford, by Hartland, to Colebrook. 
rook From Woburn, by Andover, to Haverhill. | From Hartford, by East Hartford, Oxford, 
bury, 7 =From Billerica, by Patucket Bridge, Dracut, | Hebron, Lebanon, and Norwich, to Chelsea. 
pi ee H. and Windham, to Londonderry. | 4 he menos Sere Windham and 
yo), rom Salem to Marblehead. _ Canterbury, to Plainfield. 
vich, 7% Krom Salem, by Manchester, to Gloucester. | From Hartford, by Tolland, to Stafford. 

From Salem, by Danvers, Topsfield, Boxford,; From East Hartford, by East Windsor, to 

por, [fF and Bradford, to Haverhill. | Springfield, Ms. 


;a0d J Krom Newburyport to Haverhill. | From Danbury to Ridgefield. 

From Troy, by Freetown, Berkley, to Taunton. In New York.—From Jersey city, by New 

_ From Plymouth, by Taunton, to Providence, | York, Harlaem and New Rochelle, to Rye. 

anes- R. I. 3 From New York city, by Brooklyn, Jamaica, 
_ — . From Framington, by Southborough, West-| Hempstead. Merrick. South Oyster Bay, South 

hont. borough, Grafton, Sutton, Oxford, Dudley, and | Huntington, Islip, Patchogue, Fireplace, Mor- 

adis- Woodstock, to Ashford, in Connecticut. riches, Westhampton, Southampton and Bridge- 

100. =n Rhode Island.—From Plaintield, Ct. by | hampton, to Sag Harbor. 


Scituate and Providence, to Smithfield. ' From Jamaica, by Queen’s C. H. Oyster 

From Providence, by Barrington, Warren, and | Bay, Huntington, Dixhills, Smithtown, Setauket 

Bristoi, to Newport. rookhaven, and Riverhead, to Southhold. 
From Providence, by Patuxet, East al From New York, by Kingsbridge, Yonkers, 
wich, Wickford, and Little Rest, to Towerhill, or | Greensburg, Mount Pleasant, Peekskill, Fishkill, 
South Kington. Poughkeepsie, Staatsburg, Rhinebeck, Redhook. 
From Newport, by Tiverton, to Westport Ms.| Clermont, Hudson, Kinderhook, Albany, Sche- 
From Newport, by Towerhill, and by the Court-| nectady, Amsterdam, Tripshill, Palatine, Little 
house in South Kingston, Charleston, and West- | Falls, Herkimer, Utica, New Hartford, West- 
erly, to Stonington, Ct. | moreland, Oneida, Sullivan, Caneseraga, Man- 
From Newport, by Tiverton, to Troy, Ms. | lius, Onondaga. Marcellus, Skeneatales, Aurelius, 
From South Kingston, by Richmond, Hop- | Cayuga,Geneva, Canandaigua, Bloomfield, Avon, 
kinton, North Stonington, and Preston, to Nor-| Southampton, Batavia, New Amsterdam, and 
wich, Ct. | Lewistown, to Youngstown, or Niagara. 

In Connecticut.—From Rye, N. Y. by Green- | From New Rochelle, by Whiteplains, Salem, 
wich, Stamford, Norwalk, Fairfield, Bridgeport, | Ridgefield, Ct. South East, Patterson and Paul- 
Stratford, Milford, New Haven, North Haven, | ing, to Dover. 3 

Wallingford, Berlin, Wethersfield, Hartford, and | From Ramapo Works to Newburg. 
Windsor, to Suffield. | From New Antrim, by Monroe, Chester, Go- 
From Norwalk, by Reading, Danbury, Brook-| shen, Wallkill, Montgomery, Shawangunk, New 
field, New Milford, Washington, Litchfield, Har-| Paliz, Kingston, Songaerties, Catskill, Lunen- 
winton, Burlington, Farmington, Hartford, East | burg, Coxsacksie, Coyemans, Bethlehem, Albany, 
Hartford, Ashford, and Pomfret,to Thompson. | Troy, Lansingburg, Waterford, Stillwater, Sara- 

From New Milford, by Kent, and Sharon, to! toga, Northumberland, Fort Miller, Sandy Hill, 
Salisbury. | Queensbury, Fort George, Thurman, Chester, 

From Bridgeport, by Trumbull, Ripton, Hunt-| Scaroon lake, Elizabeth, Willsboro’, Peru, and 

ington, and Newtown, to Brookfield. | Plattsburg, to Champlain town. 

From New Haven, by Derby,Southbury, Wood-| From Hamburg, N. J. by Warwick, Florida, 
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Goshen, Little Britain, New Windsor, Newburg, | Greenwich, Argyle, Hartfo 
and Fiskhill landing to Fishkill. Fairhaven, Vermont. 
From Danbury, Ct. by Fishkill landing and| From Sandyhill, by Fort Ann, to Whitehall, 
Newburg, to Chenango Point. From Lansingburg. by Cambridge, Salem, He. 
From Rhinebeck, by Kingston, Shandecin, | oron, Granville, and Hampton, to Poultney, Vj. 
Middletown, Delhi, Walton, Sidney, Jericho} From Willsboro’ to Charlotte, Vt. 
Bridge, Onoquago, Binghampton. Union, Owego, | From Albany, to New Lebanon. 
Athens, Pa. Chemung, Elmira, Great Flat, Paint-| From Hudson, by Claverac, to Egremont, Ms, 
ed Post, Bath, Canesteo, Ark Port, Danville,| Jn New Jersey.—From Morrisville, Peunsy|. 
Williamsburg and Geneseo to Avon. | vania, by Trenton, Princeton, New Brunswick, 
From Delhi to Meredith. Rahway, Elizabethtown, and Newark, to Jersey 
From Wellsborough, Pa. by Lyndleystown, to | city, 
Painted Post. | From Philadelphia, Pa. by Cooperstown, Glou- 
From Hudson, by Lunenburg, Catskill, Cairo, | cester, Woodbury, Sweedsboro’, and Woodstown, 
Durham, Broome, Blenheim, Stamford, Harpers: | to Salem. 
field, Kortwright, Meredith, Franklin, Unadilla,| From Cooperstown, by Long Coming, Blue 





rd, and Whitehall, to 








and Clinton, to Jericho Bridge. | Anchor, Riverbridge, and Somer’s Point, to Ab. 
From Erie, Pa. by Caseda, Cataraugus, and | secome. 

Fish creek, to New Amsterdam. | From Cooperstown, by Haddonfield, Taunton, 
From Bath, by Roscommon and Jerusalem, to | and Atsion, to Tuckertown. 

Geneva. | From Trenton, by Bordenton, Mount Holley. 
From Elmira, by Catharinestown, Hector, ; Black Horse, New Egypt, New Mills, Moun 

Ovid, Lancaster and Romulus, to Geneva. Holy, Morristown, Haddonfield, Cooperstown, 


From Owego, by Cantines, Ithica, Salmon | Gloucester, Woodbury, Mullicohill, Poletavern, 
creek, Milton, Aurora, Cayuga, and Galen, to | Deerfield, Bridgetown, Millville, Port Elizabeth, 
Great Sodus. | Dennis, and Cape May C. H. to Cape Island. 

From Ithiea, by Ulysses, to Ovid. | From Trenton by Pennington, Flemington, 

From Binghampton. by Green or Lisle, Oxford, | Alexandria, Belvidere, Hope, Johnson burg, and 
Norwich, Hamilton, Paris, and New Hartford, to | Newtown, to Hamburg. 

Utica. From Trenton, by Allentown, Cranberry, Mon- 

From Oxford, by Unadilla, Otsego, Milford, |; mouth, Shrewsbury, Middletown Point, Spot- 
Hartwich, Otsego village and Bridgewater, to | wood, New Brunswick, Somerville, Pluckemin, 
Utica. |New Germanton, New Hampton, Asbury, and 

From Albany, by Duanesburg, Dwilock, Cher- | Pittston, to Alexandria. 
ry valley, Otsego village, Burlington, Columbus,| From New Hope, Pa. by Somerville, Bound- 
Sherburne. Deruyter, Truxton, and Homer, to | brook, Newmarket, Plainfield, Scoteh Plains and 


Aurora. | Springfield, to Newark. 

From Burlington, by New Berlin, Plymouth,/ From Easton, Pa. by Belvidere and Knowlton 
Cincinnatus, and Homer, to Ithica. Mills, to Detotsburg, Pa. 

From Otsego village, by New Lisbon, Pittsfield,| From Seotch Plains, to New Providence. 
and Butternuts, to Oxford. | From Rahway, by Woodbridge, to Amboy. 

From Cherry valley, by Springfield, Richfield,| From Newark, by Chatham, Morristown, Rock- 


Plainfield, and Bridgewater, to Sangerfield. | away, and Sparta, to Newtown, thence by Hack- 
From Onondaga, by Selina, Liverpool, Three | etstowo, Washington Valley, Chester and Men- 
Rivers Point, and Oswego falls, to Oswego. don, to Morristown. 


From Vernon, by Smithfield and Cazenovia,; From Morristown, by Baskenridge, to Somer- 
to Pompey. | ville. 

From Utica, by Whitestown, Rome, Camden,| From Jersey city, by Bergen, Hackensack, and 
Adams, and Sackett’s Harbor, to Brownsville. | Paramus, to New Antrim. 


From Utica. by Trenton, Steuben, Leyden,| From Bristol, Pa. to Burlington. 
Turin, Lowville, Harrisburg, Oxbow, Dekalb,| From Bridgetown to Cedarville. 


Canton, Ogdensburg, Lisbon, Hamilton, Madrid,| In Pennsylvania.—From Wilmington, D. by 
Pottsdam, Chesterfield, Malone, and Chetauga, to | Chester, Darby, Philadelphia, Frankfort, and Bris- 
Plattsburg. | tol, to Morrisville. 

From Harrisburg, by Champion, Watertown,| From Philadelphia, by Dowingtown, Lancas- 
and Brownsville, to Port Putnam. ter, Elizabethtown, Middletown, Harrisburg, Car- 

From Little Falls, by Fairfield, Newport, and | lisle, Shippensburg, Chambersburg, M’Connel’s 
Russia, to Remsen. town, Bediord, Somerset, Greensburg, Pittsburg, 

From Peramus, by Tappan, Clarkstown, and | Cannonsburg, and Washington, to West Middle- 
Kakiat, to Havrestraw. town. 


From Schenectady, by Ballstown, Ballstown| From Taneytown, Md. by Petersburg, Hano- 
springs, Saratoga springs, Greenfield, and Hadley, | ver, York, and Columbia, to Lancaster. igh 
to Broadalbin. From Brick Meetinghouse, Md. by the Rising 

From Caughnawago, by Johnson and Mayfield, | uo, Unicorn, Black horse, Sorrel norse, Lancas- 
to Northampton. ter, Leditz, Ephrata, Reemstown, Adamstown, 
From Lansingburg, by Shaghticoke, Easton, | Reading, Cootstown, Allentown, Bethlehem, Bas- 
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“ton, Stroudsburg, and Middletown, to Milford, 
' ajnd thence to Pittston. 
| From Brick Meetinghouse, Md. by New Lon- 


don, Chatham, Kennett’s square, Marshaltown 
and West Chester, to Downingtown. 


From Wilmington, D. by New Garden, Chat- | 


ham, Gap, and Strasburg, to Lamecaster. 
From Lancaster, by New Holland, Church- 


town, Morgantown, Pughtown, Pawlingsford, 


Norristown, Montgomery, Doylestown, New 
Hope, Newtown and Attleborough, to Bristol. 
From Philadelphia, by Jenkintown, Doyles- 
town, Plumstead, Bursontown, Easton, Hellers. 
Woods, Wilkesbarre, Pittston, Putnam, Brain- 
trem, Wyalusing, Standing Stone, Wysox, and 
Sheshequin, to Athens. 
From Pittston, by Providence and Willing- 
York. 
From Plumstead, by Erwinna, to Alexandria, 


From Jenkintown to New Hope. 
From Philadelphia, by Germantown, Chesnut 
Hill, Whitemarsh, Montgomery Square, Quaker- 


' town, Bethlehem, Kreidersville, Lausanne, and 
_ Nescopeck, to Berwick. 


From Bethlehem to Nazareth. 
From Philadelphia, by Germantown, Spring- 


; town, Norristown, Trap, Reading, Hamburg, Sun- 
_ bury, Northumberland, Milton, Muncey, and Wil- 


liamsport, to Wellsborough. 
From Milton, by Washington and Jerseytown, 


F to Froetston. 


From Harrisburg, by Halifax, Sunbury, Nor- 


thumberland, Lewisburg, Mifflinburg and Aarons- | 


burg, to Bellefont, Milesburg, Clearfield, and Ve- 
nango, to Mercer. 

From Harrisburg, by Palmyra. Lebanon, and 
Womelsdorf, to Reading. 

From Lebanon to Jonestown. 

From Harrisburg. by Clark’s Ferry, Millerstown, 
Thompsoaton, Mifflintown, Lewistown, Me Vay- 
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From Somerset, by Connelsville, Union, and 


New Geneva, to Morgantown, Va. 


From Somerset, by Staystown, to Ebensburg. 
From Greensburg, by New Alexandria, to Kit- 


taning. 


From Greensburg, by Mount Pleasant, Robbs- 


| town, Parkinson’s ferry. and Washington, to Bur- 
gettstown. 


From Union, by Brownsville, Washington, 
Waynesborough, and Jeffersonville, to Union. 

From Pittsburg, by Butler, Mercer, Franklin, 
Meadsville, Crawford, and Le Beuf, to Erie. 

From Erie to Litchfield, O. 

From Pittsburg, by Beavertown, to Greersburg, 

From Beavertown to Georgetown. 

From Baltimore, Md. to York. 

In Michigan.—F rom Fort Miami, by French- 
town, to Detroit. 

In Ohio.—From Point Pleasant, Va. by Galli- 


| polis, Sciota Salt Works, Chilicothe, Franklinton, 


Worthington, Delaware, Mount Vernon, Mans- 
field, Ripley, and Bronson, to Huron. 

From Marietta, by Belpre, to Wood C. H. 

From Marietta, by Athens, Chilicothe, New 
Market, Williamsburg, Milford, Columbia, Cin- 
cinati, to Northbend. 

From Wheeling, Va. by St. Clairsville, Morris- 
town, Frankford, Cambridge, Zanesville, Spring- 
field, New Lancaster, Chilicotha, and Browns’ 
Cross Roads, to Maysville, K. 

From Cincinnati, by Crossby. Hamilton, Frank- 
lin, Dayton, Staunton, Troy, Pique Town, Spring- 
field, Ludlow, Xenia, Waynesville, Lebanon, and 
Montgomery, to Cincinnati. 

From Chilicothe, by Pepee, to Alexandria. 

From Zanesville, by Goadenhutten and New 
Philadelphia, to Canton. 

From Marietta, by Waterford, Zanesville, New- 
ark. Greenville, Worthington, to Urbana. 

From Troy to Greenville. 

From Brook C. H. Va. to Steubenville, and 


town, Huntingdon, Alexandria, Hollidaysburg, | Faucettstown, to New Lisbon. 


Beaula, Armagh, Indiana, through Alexandria, 
to Greensburg. 


From Greersburg, or Beavertown, Pa. by New 
Lisbon, Deerfield, Ravenna, Hudson, Cleveland, 


From Mifflintown, by Waterford, Concord, to | Huron, Perkins, Paterson, and Sandusky, to Fort- 


Fannetsburg. 
From Manchester, Md. by Hanover, Abbots- 
town, Berlin, and Sulphur Springs, to Carlisle. 
From Union, Md. by Petersburg and Gettis- 
burg, to Chambersburg. 





| Miami. 


From Greersburg, Pa. by Poland, Youngstown, 
and Warren, to Jefferson, and return by Williams- 
field, Smithfield, and Brookfield, to Warren. 

From Litchfield, by Ralphville, Jefferson, and 


From Emettsburg, Md. by Gettisburg, Carlisle, | Austinville, to Cleveland. 


Gap, Millerstowa, Selin’s Grove, Northumber- | 
land, Danville, Bloomsburg, Berwick, Salem and | 


Hanover, to Wilkesbarre. 


From Youngstown to Canfield. 
In Indiana.—F rom Louisville, K. by Jeffer- 


| sonville, Clarksville, Corydon, and Vincennes, to 


From Carlisle, by Wagoners’ Gap, Landis- | the United States’ Saline. 


burg, Hacketts, Shower’s Mill, and Zimmermans, | 


From Northbend, O. by Laurenceburg, to Port 





to Douglass’ Mill. William, K. 

From Hagerstown, Md. by Greencastle, Cham-| Jn Illinois —From Vincennes, In. T. by Kas- 
bersburg, Strasburg, Fannetsburg, Bedford fur- | kaskia. Prairies du Rochers, and Cahokia, to St. 
nace, Shirleys, Huntingdon, Centre furnace, Bel- | Louis. 
font, Jersey shore, to Williamsport. | From Smithland, K. by Fort Massac and Ty- 

From Belfont to Lewistown. wappety, to Cape Girardeau, L. T. 

From Gettysburg, by Fairfield and Greeneastle,| Jn Louisiana.—From St. Genevieve, by Mine 
to Messersburg. | au Burton, and St. Louis, to St. Charles. 

From Cumberland, Md. by Salisbury and Ber-| From Kaskaskia, |. T. by Genevieve and Cape 
lin, to Somerset. Girardeau, to New Madrid. 
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In Delaware.—From Elkton, Md. by Christi- 
ana and Newport, to Wilmington. 

From Wilmington, by New Castle, St. Geor- 
ges, Cantwell’s Bridge, Smyrna, Dover, Camden, 
Frederica, Milford, Georgetown, and Dagsbo- 
rough, to Poplartown, Md. 

rom Cantwell’s Bridge, by Middletown, to 
Warwick, Md. 

From Frederica to Whiteleysburg. 

From Salisbury, Md. by Laurel, Concord and 
Georgetown, to Lewistown. 

From New Market, Md. by Northwest Fork 
Bridge and Bridge Branch, to Georgetown. 

In Maryland.—From Washington City, by 
Bladensburg, Baltimore, Harford, Havre de Grace, 
and Northeast, to Elkton. 

From Washington City, by Upper Marlboro’, 
Queen Ann, Annapolis, Haddaways, St. Michaels, 
Easton, Cambridge, Vienna, Salisbury, Snowhill, 
Princess Ann, White Haven, and Quantico, to 
Vienna. 

From Poplartown, by Snowhill, to Horntown. 

From Salisbary to Quantico. 

From Cambridge to New Market. 

From Easton, by Centreville, Churchhill, Ches- 
tertown, Georgetown Cross Roads, and Sassafras, 
to Warwick. 

From Georgetown Cross Roads, by the head of 
Chester, Sudler’s Cross Roads, Beaver Dam, and 
Nine Bridges, to Greensborough. 

From Easton, by Hillsborough, Denton, and 
Greensborough, to Whiteleysburg, D 

From Elkton to Brick Meeting House. 

From Baltimore to Annapolis. 

From Harford to Belle Air. 

From Baltimore, by Rockhall, to Chestertown. 

From Baltimore, by Reisterstown, to Manches- 
ter. 

From Reisterstown, by Westminster, to Union 
mills. 

From Baltimore, by Ellicott’s Lower Mills, 
Poplartown, New Market, Fredericktown, and 
Newtown, to Harper’s Ferry. 

a Baltimore, by Queenstown, to Centre- 
ville. 

From Washington City, by Georgetown, Mont- 
gomery C. H. Clarksburg, Fredericktown, Mid- 
dletown, Hagerstown, Hancock, Berkeley springs, 
Oldtown, to Cumberland, and thence by the Na- 
tional Road, to Union, Pa. 

From Washington City, by Brookville and 
Triadelphia, to Ellicott’s Mills. 

From Fredericktown to Liberty. 

From Frekericktown, by Woodsborough, to 
Taneytown. 

From Fredericktown, by Creagerstown, to Em- 
metsburg. 

From Shepherdstown, Va. by Sharpsburg and 
Williamsport, to Hagerstown. 

From Upper Marlborough, by Nottingham, 
Aquasco, Benedict, and Charlotte Hall, to Chap- 
tico. 

From Queen Ann, by Pig Point, Tracey’s 
Landing, Lower Marlborough, Huntington, and 
Calvert, C. H. to St. Leonards. 

From Washington City, by Piscataway, Port 





Tobacco, Allenfresh, Newport, Chaptico, Leop. 
ardtown, Great Mill, and St. Inigoes, to Ridge. 

From Port Tobacco, by Tophill, to Nanjemoy. 

From Leesburg, Va. by Charlesburg, to Moni. 
gomery C. H. 

From Fredericktown to Leesburg. 

From Newtown Trap, by Berlin, Thrasher’, 
Store, and Hamilton’s Mill, to Waterford in Va, 

In Virginia.—From Washington City, by A\. 
exandria, Dumfries, Stafford C. H. Falmouth. 
Fredericksburg. Bowling Green, White Chim. 
nies, Hanover C. H. Richmond, Petersburg, Har. 
ris’s, and Brunswick, to Warrenton, N. C. 

From Washington City, by Prospect, Lanes. 
ville, Leesburg, Waterford, Hillsborough, Charles. 
town, Shepherdstown, and Martinsburg, to Berke- 
ley Springs. 

From Waterford, by Braden’s Store, Janneys, 
and Snicker’s Gap, to Upperville. 

From Washington City, by Fairfax C. H. Go- 
shen, Middleburg, Paris, Winchester. Romney, 
Westernport, Maryland, Gandysville, Clarksburg. 
and Marshes, to Marietta, Ohio. ; 

From Gandysville, to Morgantown. 

From Clarksburg to Beverly. 

From Pendleton C, H. by Moorfield, Ron- 
ney, Springfield, and Frankfort, to Cresapsburg. 
Maryland. 

From Williamsport, Maryland, by Martins- 
burg, Winchester, Stevensburg, Newtown, Stras- 
burg, Woodstock, New Market, and Harrisonburg. 
to Staunton. 

From Harper’s Ferry, by Charlestown and Bat- 
tletown, to Winchester. 

From Fairfax C. H. by Centreville, Haymar- 
ket, Warrenton, Madison, C. H. Stannardsville. 
Staunton, Middlebrook, Brownsburg, Lexington. 
Natural Bridge, Pattonsburg, Fincastle, Amster- 
dam, Salem, Lament Christiansburg and Evan:- 
ham, to Abingdon. 

From Alexandria to Fairfax C. H. 

From New York to Lovingston in Nelson county. 

From Colchester to Occoquan. 

From Fredericksburg, by Elk Run Chureh 
and Warrenton, to Gibsons and Oak hill. 

From Fredericksburg, by Germana, Stevens- 
burg, Culpepper C. H. Jeffersonton, Washington 
and Front Royal, to Winchester. 

From Culpepper C. H. by Woodville, F. T 
Village, Pass Mills, Thornton’s Gap, Mundell» 
store, and Hawksbill Mills, to New Market. 

From Fredericksburg, by Orange C. H. Gor- 
dons, Milton, Charlottesville, New Glasgow, to 
Lynchburg. 

From Lovingston, by Warren, to Warminster 

From Fredericksburg, by Thornsburg, Chiles- 
burg, Oxford, Crewsville and Price’s Mills, to 
Goochland C. H. 

From. Fredericksburg, by Spottsylvania C. H. 
Lewis’s, Potties, Bibb’s store, Louisa C. H. Yan- 


ceyville, and Mitchell’s store to Goochland C. H. 


From Fredericksburg, by King George C. H. 


Broadfield, Mattoxbridge, Leedstown, Temple- 
man’s Cross Roads, Richmond C. H. Mount Airy, 


Farnham, Kinsale, Northumberland C. H. and 
Lancaster C. H. to Kilmarnock. 
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From Fredericksburg, by Port Royal, Laytons, 
Tappahannock, Urbanna, and Gloucester C. H. 
to Yorktown. 


From Bowling Green, by Broaddus’s Mills, | 
Dunkirk, Walkerton, King and Queen C. H. and | 


Gloucester C. H. to Matthews C. H. 

From Dunkirk, by Aylett’s Warehouse, King 
William C. H. to Lilly Point. 

From Richmond, by Goochland C. H. Colum- 
bia, Milton, Charlottsville, New York, Waynes- 
burg, Staunton, Warm Springs, Callaghans or 


Browns, Sulphur Springs, Lewisburg, Kenhaway, | 


C. H. and Hudsons, to Point Pleasant. 


From Hudsons, by Wards and Jourdans, to | 


Cattlesburg, at the mouth of Big Sandy. 


From Callaghans, by Sweet Springs and Union, | 


to Giles’ C. H. 

From Evansham, by Jeffersonville and Frank- 
lin, to Jonesville. 

From Evansham, by Austinville, to Greenville. 


From Richmond, by Powhatan C. H. Cum- | 


berland C. H. Floods, Lynchburg, Beauforts, 
Hourytown, and Fincastle, to Sweet Springs. 

From Liberty, by Brown’s store, Rocky Mount, 
Henry C. H. to Hatriek C. H. 

From Powhatan C. H. by Cartersville, New 
Canton, Buckingham C. H. and Bent Creek, to 
Lynchburg. 

From Powhatan C. H. by Farmville, Prince 
Edward C. H. Charlotte C. H. Marysville, Hal- 
ifax C. H. Peytonsburg and Pittsylvania C. H. 


to Henry C. H. and from Peytonsburg, to Dan- | 


ville. 

From Prince Edward C. H. by Kelso’s store, 
to Hunters. 

From Pittsylvania C. H. by Danville, to Cas- 


From Petersburg to City Point. 

From Petersburg, by Sussex C. H. Jerusalem 
'and South Quay, to Murfreesboro’, North Caro- 
lina. 

From Hicks’s Ford, by Smith’s store, to Mur- 
| freesboro’. 
| From Harrisville, by Field’s Mill, Quarlesville, 
| M’Farlands, Lunenburg C. H. Christiansville, 
| Marshallsville, Mecklenburg C. H. St. Tamma- 
ny’s and Gee’s Bridge, to Harrisville. 

From Percivalls, by Westward Mill, Mason’s, 
Belfield, and Hicks’s ford, to Halifax, North Car- 
| olina. 

From Hicks’s ford, by Cross Keys, Bethlehem, 
| and Jerusalem, to Suffolk. 

From Billips’s to Hicks’s ford. 

| From West Middletown, Pennsylvania, by 
| Brook C. H. and Short Creek, to Wheeling. 

| From Horntown, by Accomac C. H. and 
| Northampton C. H. to Norfolk. 

From West Liberty, by Short Creek, to War- 
renton, O. 

In Kentucky.—From Maysville, by Washing- 
| ton, Millersburg, Paris, Lexington, Frankfort, 

Springfield, Greensburg, Glasgow, and Bowling 
| Green, to Russelsville. 
| From Catlettsburg, by Greenup C. H., John- 
| son’s Mills, Vanceburg, Salt Works, Lewis C. 
|H. and Flemingsburg, to Millersburg, thence by 
| Mount Sterling, and the Olympian Springs, to 
| Catlettsburg. 

From Cumberland Gap, by Barboursville, Road 
Forks, Crab Orchard, Stanford, Danville, Har- 
/rodsburg, Frankfort, and New Castle, to Port 

William. 
| From Roadforks to Clay C. H. 





well C. H. in North Carolina. | From Washington, by Augusta and Newport, 
From Lynehburg, by Bethel, Pedlar Mills, and | to Boon C. H. 

Wincanton, to Lexington. | From Lexington. by Nicholasville, Richmond 
From Lynchburg, by Campbell C. H. Ward’s | and Lancaster, to Danville. 


Ferry, on Staunton river, and Stone’s store, to | 
Pittsylvania C. H. 
From Richmond, by Chesterfield C. H. Spring | 
Hill, Colesville, Jenitoe Bridge, Cassel’s store, | 
Amelia C. H. Painesville and Jamestown, to | 
Farmville. 
From Charlotte C.H.by Rough Creek Church, | 
eet store, on Fallen river, to Campbell | 
From Richmond, by Hanovertown, Dunkirk, | 
and Tappahannock, to Richmond C. H. 
From Richmond, by Frazers, New Kent C. H. | 
Williamsburg, Yorktown, Hampton, Norfolk and | 
Great Bridge, to Northwest River Bridge. 
From Richmond, by Granville, to Charles | 
City C. H. 
rom Petersburg, by Dinwiddie, C. H. Not- | 


From Frankfort, by Georgetown, Cynthiana, 
Falmouth, and Newport, to Cincinnati, O. 

From Frankfort, by Shelbyville, Louisville, 
Shepperdsville, Bairdstown, Springfield,and Dan- 
ville, to Casey C. H. 

From Frankfort, by Middletown, Bairdstown, 
Bealsburg, Elizabethtown, Grangerville, Hard- 
enburg, Hartford, and Muhlenburg C. H. to Rus- 


| selsville. 


From Hardenburg, by Yellow Banks, Hen- 
dersonton, United States’ Saline, In. T. to Shaw- 
nee Town, Il. T. and to Livingston C. H. 

From Russellsvile, by Christian C. H. Eddy- 
ville, and Livingston C. H. to Smithland. 

From Stanford, by PulaskiC. H. Wayne C.H. 
Cumberland, and Adair, to Greensburg. 

From Lexington, by Winchester and Mount 


taway C. H. Hendersonville, Hungrytown, Dou-| Sterling, to Estill, C. H. 


ble Bridge, Haleys, Willies, Bibb’s Ferry, and | 


Scottsburg, to Halifax C. H. 


Suffolk, and Portsmouth, to Norfolk. 
The mail may be sent from Smithfield, by | 


From Muhlenburg C. H. Hopkins C. H. by 


| Harpsburg, to Henderson. 
From Petersburg, by Prince George, Cabin | 
Point, Surrey C. H. Smithfield, Everitt’s Bridge, | 


In North Carolina.— From Warrenton, by 
Louisburg, Raleigh, Averysboro’, Fayetteville, 
Lumberton, and Nolands, to Barefields, 5. C 

From Suffolk, Va. by Gates C. H. Edenton, 


Sleepy Hole Ferry, and thence to Suffolk, when | Lee’s Mills. Plymouth, Washington, Newbern, 


the road and ferry are in convenient repair. 


Swansboro’, and Wilmington, to Smithville. 
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From Henry C. H. Va. to Germanton, 

From Greensville, Va. by Scull Camp, Mount 
Airy, and Bethania, to Salem. 

From Warrenton, by Williamsboro’, Oxford, 
Person C. H. Leesburg, Caswell C. H. Lenox 
Castle, Rockingham C. H. and Germanton, to 
Salem. 

From Oxford to Hillsboro’. 

From Raleigh, by Nutthall’s store, to Oxford. 

From Raleigh, by Chapel Hill, Hillsboro’, 
Allemance, Greensboro’, Salem, Huntsville, Hous- 
tonville, Statesville, Island Ford, Morgantown, 
and Ashville, to the Warm Spriogs, and from 
Ashville to Haywood C. H. 

From Hillsboro, by Mount Tirzah, Person C. 
H. Williamsville, and the Red House, to Halifax 
C. H: Va. 

From Huntsville, by Rockford, Hamptonville, 
and Wilkesboro’, to Ash C. H. 

From Salem, by Lexington, Salisbury, and 
Concord, to Charlotte. 

From Charlotte to Statesville. 

From Raleigh, by Pittsboro’, Randolph C. H. 
Salisbury, Beattysford, Grahams, Lincolnton, and 
Rutherfordton, to Spartansburg, S. C. 

From Fayetteville, by Moore C. H. Waddels 
corres Tyson’s store, Linly’s store, and Hillsboro’, 
by Jones’s ferry, to Pittsboro’, and thence by Hay- 
wood, to Fayetteville. 

From Fayetteville, by Rockingham, Wades- 
boro’, Springville, and Tindallsville, to Salisbury. 

From Fayetteville, by Laurel Hill, to Win- 
fieldsville. S. C. 

From Warreaton, by Jones’s store, Halifax, 
Northampton C. H. Marfreesborough, Winton, 
Coleraine, Windsor, Edenton, Hartford, Nixon- 
ton, Elizabeth, Camden C. H. Indiantown, Cuarri- 
tuck C. H. and Tull’s Creek, to North West 
Bridge, Va. 

From Elizabeth to New Lebanon. 

From Warrenton, by Ransom’s Bridge, Sill’s 
store, Nash C. H. Tarborough, Greenville, Wash- 
ington, Bath, Woodstock, and Germanton, to 
Lake Landing, on Mattamuskeet. 

From Halifax, by Enfield, Mount Prospect, to 
Tarborough. 

From Raleigh to Nash C. H. 

From Halifax, by Scotland Neck, Hamilton, 
Williamston, Jamestown, Plymouth, and Wash- 
ington C. H. to Seuppernong. 

From Raleigh, by Smithfield, Waynesboro’, 
Kingston, and Newbern, to Beaufort. 

From Kinston to Snowhill. 

From Fayetteville, by Sampson C. H. Duplin 
C. H. and South Washington, to Wilmington. 

From Fayetteville, by Elizabethtown, to Wil- 
mington. 

From Elizabethtown to Marsh Castle. 

In Tennessee.—F rom Abingdon, Va. by Blounts- 
ville, Rossville, Rogersville, Whitesides, Bean’s 
Station, Rutledge, Knoxville, Campbell, Mere- 
dith, Kingston, Hartleys, Alexanders, White 
Plains, Carthage, Dixon’s Springs, Cairo, Galla- 
tin, Hendersonville, Nashville, Franklin, and Co- 
lumbia, to the Big Spring. 

From Blountsville, by Jonesborough, Green- 
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ville, Cheek’s Cross Roads, and Dandridge. ;, 
Knoxville. te 

From Jonesborough, by Elizabethtown, to Ash. 
C. H., N. C . 

From the Warm Springs, N. C. by Newpor 
Sevierville, Kaoxville, Clinton, and Chitwood, 1, 
Pulaski, K. 

From Newport, by Cheek’s Cross Roads, Beay’, 
Station, Tazewell, and Powell’s Valley, to Cup. 
berland Gap. 

From Knoxville, by Marysville, Telico, Amoy 
River, Vanstown, Turkeytown, near the junctioy 
of Koose and Taiipoose river, being the head o/ 
Alabama river, to Fort Stoddert, on the Mobile 
river, M. T. 

From Carthage to Lebanon. 

From Carthage to Fort Blount. 

From Nashville, by Charlotte, Hickman (¢. 
H. and Humphreys C. H. to Charlotte. 

From Nashville, by Springfield, to Russel. 
ville, K. 

From Springfield, by Port Royal, Clarksville, 
and Palmyra, to Stewart C. H. and from thence 
to Eddyville, in the State of Kentucky. 

From Kingston, by Rhea C. H. Bledsoe C, H 
Warren, and Jefferson, to Nashville. 

From Wayne C. H. Kentucky, by Overton (. 
H. and White Plains, to White C. H. 

From Columbia, by Shelbyville, Winchester, 
Fayetteville, Huntsville, M. T. and Pulaski, to 
Calumbia. 

From Bledsoe C. H. to Franklin C. H. 

In South Carolina.—F rom Barefields, by Port’s 
ferry, China Grove, Georgetown, Charleston, 
Jacksonboro’, Pocotaligo, and Coosawhatchie, to 
Savannah, Ga. 

From Greenville, by Pickensville, Pendleton 
C. H. and Hattensford, to Carnesville, Ga. 

From Winfieldsville, by Cheraw C. H. Cam- 
den, Columbia, Edgefield C. H. and Cambell 
town, to Augusta Ga. 

From Barefields, by Marion C. H. Ilesboro’ 
Bitheasville, and Harpersville, to Barefields. 

From Port’s Ferry, to Conwayborough. 

From Wadesborough, N.C. by Sneedsborough, 
Chatham, Cheraw C. H. and Darlington C. H. 
to Port’s Ferry, on Lynch Creek. 

From Charleston, by Monk’s Corner, James- 
ville, Statesburg, Camden, Chestnut Ferry, Peas’ 
store, Rocky Mount, Lansford and Alexanders, 
to Charlotte, to return by Cairo and Lancaster, 
to Camden. 

From Columbia, by Miersville, Statesburg, 
Sumpterville, Salem, Kingstree, Indiantown, and 
Willtown, to China Grove. 

From Columbia, by Winnsborough, Chester 
C. H. York C. H. Pinckneyville, Union, Means- 
ville, and Spartanburg, to Greenville. 

From Columbia, by Moaticello, Hendersons, 
O’Neals, the Keys, Cross Anchor, and Shackel- 
fords, to Greenville, return by Stonesville, Young’s 
store, Scuffletown, Huntington, Poplar Grove, 
and Springhill, to Columbia. 

From Charleston, by Dorchester, St. Georges, 
Orangeburgh, Columbia, Newbury C. H. Belfast, 
Laurens C. H. Fork Shoal, Greenville, Reeds- 
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So pasieeetpineenngeteemansaneiaaseiosemas = 


get) [ ville and Claytonsville, to Ashville, N. C. to re- | lishment, their heirs or assigns, entitled to bounty 


~ turn ,by Murraysville, to Greenville. lands within the tract reserved by Virginia, be- 
‘Ashe & From Greenville, return by Tumbling Shoal | tween the Little Miami and Sciota rivers, for 
- and Laurens C. H. to Columbia. satisfying the legal bounties to her officers and 
vpor, & From Edgefield, C. H. by Ricbardsons, Cam- | soldiers upon continental establishment, shall be 


od.to | bridge, Abbeville, and Rocky River, to Pendle- | allowed a further term of five years, from and 


' ton C. H. after the passage of this act, to obtain warrants 
Sea's ‘-From Edgefield C. H. by Long Miers, Will- | and complete their locations, and a further term 
Cum. —  ingtoo, Vienna, and Andersonville, to Pendleton | of seven years, from and after the passage of this 
.H. act as aforesaid, to return their surveys and war- 
A moy From Jacksonboro’, by Barnwell, C. H. and | rants, or certified copies of warrants, to the Sec- 30 
ction Campbelltown, to Augusta, Ga. retary of the War Department, anything in any ; 
‘adof — | From Pocotaligo to Beaufort. former act to the contrary notwithstanding: z 
Lobile From Charlotie, N. C. to York C. H. Provided, That no loeations as aforesaid, within 
From Petersburg, Ga. to Vienna. the above-mentioned tract, shall, after the passing ; 
In Georgia.—From Savannah, by Bryan C. | of this act, be made on tracts of land for which 
| H. Darien, and Brunswick, to St. Mary’s. patents had previously been issued, or which had . 
an C, From Augusta, by Lincolnton, Petersburg, and | been previously surveyed ; and any patent which : 
| Elberton, to Franklin C. H. may nevertheless be obtained for land located a 
usse|- & From Augusta, by Columbia C. H. Washing- | contrary to the provisions of this section, shall * 
ton, Lexington, Athens, Watkinsville, and Clarks- | be considered as null and void. 7 
Ville, boro’, to Jefferson. Approved, March 16, 1810. a 
hence From Augusta, by Columbia C. H. Warren- Hf 
ton, Sparta, Milledgeville, and Jones C. H. to : : ‘ i 
C.H. Hawkins, on the Oakmulgee river, and from An Act concerning Invalid Pensioners. "4 
| thence to Coweta. Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of War i 
on C, From Milledgeville, by Putnam C. H. Morgan | be and he is hereby directed to place the follow- ia 
C. H. and Watkinsville, to Athens. | ing named persons, whose names have been a 
ester, From Darien, by Jones’s, to Milledgeville. | transmitted to Congress, pursuant to a law passed ay 
ki, to From Morgan C. H. to Randolph C. H. the tenth of April, one thousand eight hundred <a 
From Milledgeville to Saundersville. ) and six, on the pension list of invalid pensioners ie 
From Augusta, by Waynesboro’, Louisville, | of the United States, according to the rates, and a 
Ports JF Georgetown, Warrenton, Powelton and Greens- | to commence at the times herein mentioned, that 
eston, JE boro’, to Washington. is to say: 
ie,to © From Augusta, by Jacksonboro’,to Savannah.| Gideon Griggs, at the rate of two dollars and 
From Riceboro’ to Sunbury. | fifty cents per month, to commence on the ninth 
leton In Mississippi.—From the Big Spring, by | day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
Bear Creek, M’intoshviile, Walnut Hill, St. Al- | nine. 
Cam- bans, Grindstone Ford, Port Gibson, Greenville, Elijah Brainard, at the rate of five dollars per 
nbell- Washington, Natchez, Ellis’ ferry, and Loftus | month, to commence on the sixth day of Novem- 
Heights, to Pinckney ville. ber, eighteen hundred and nine. 
boro’, From M’Intoshville, or White Oak Creek, by | Benjamin Cotton, at the rate of two dollars and 
. Fort St. Stephens, to Fort Stoddert. fifty cents per month, to commence on the thir- 
From Coweta, by Tuckabachy, Tensaw, and | tieth day of January, eighteen hundred and nine. 
ough, & Fort Stoddert, to Pascagoola River. William Smart, at the rate of five dollars per 
a In Orleans Territory.—From Pinckneyville, | month, to commence on the second day of Feb- 
by Baton Rouge, Abbeville, La Fouche, or Hou- | ruary, eighteen hundred and nine. 
ames- mas, St. Charles, to Balize. John Union, at the rate of two dollars and fifty 
Peas’ From La Fourche, by Point Coupee, Opeloosa, | cents per month, to commence on the sixth day 
nders, and Rapid, to Natchitoches. of December, eighteen hundred and eight. 
aster, From Pascagoola river to New Orleans. Edward Grant, at the rate of three dollars and 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from | seventy cents per month, to commence on the 
burg, and after the first day of June next, all post roads | twenty-third day of January, eighteen hundred 
and & heretofore established by any act of Congress of | and nine. 
the United States, shall be and the same are| Peleg Smith, at the rate of three dollars and 
ester hereby discontinued: Provided, That nothing | thirty-three and one-third cents per month, to 
eans- herein contained shall be construed so as to affect | commence on the tenth day of January, eighteen 
any existing contracts. hundred and nine. 
sons, Approved, April 28, 1810. | Nathaniel Ladd, at the rate of two dollars and 
ekel- | fifty cents per month, tocommence on the twenty- 
ung’s — eighth day of January, eighteen hundred and 


An Act to extend the time for locating Virginia mili- | nine. 

tary land warrants, and for returning the surveys} John Reed, at the rate of five dollars per month 
rges, thereon to the Secretary of the Department of War. | to commence on the thirty-first day of October 
fast, Be it enacted, §c. That the officers and sol- | eighteen hundred and nine. 
eeds- diers of the Virginia line on continental estab-! Joseph Slack, at the rate of two dollars and 


rove, 
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thirty-three and one-third cents per month, to} George Benedict, at the rate of three dollar, 
commence on the seventeenth day of October, | and thirty-three and one-third cents per mont), 
eighteen hundred and nine. to commence on the twenty-second day of No. 

Samuel Sterns, at the rate of two dollars and | vember, eighteen hundred and nine. 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the twen-| Philip Philips, at the rate of two dollars an; 
tieth day of March, eighteen hundred and eight. | fiftyeents per month, tocommence on the twenty. 

Enos Petett, at the rate of two dollars per} ninth day of November, eighteen hundred an; 
month, to commence on the fifth day of June, | nine. 
eighteen hundred and nine. Peter Conyne, at the rate of eight dollars pe, 

Jonathan Perkins, at the rate of five dollars per | month, to commence on the twenty-eighth day 
month, to commence on the third day of May, | of November, eighteen hundred and nine. 
eighteen hundred and nine. James Buxton, at the rate of four dollars pe 

Toney Twiney, at the rate of three dollars and | month, to commence on the twenty-second day o; 
seventy-five cents per month, to commence on | December, eighteen hundred and nine. 
the twenty-third day of June, eighteen hundred | John Crookshanks, at the rate of two dollars 
and eight. and fifty cents per month, to commence on the 

James Wayland, at the rate of three dollars and | twentieth day of December, eighteen hundred 
thirty three and one-third cents per month, to | and nine. 
commence on the sixteenth day of January,| John Gilbert, at the rate of two dollars ani 
eighteen hundred and nine. fifty cents per month, to commence on the seco, 

David Hurd, at the rate of three dollars and | day of September, eighteen hundred and eigh. 
seventy-five cents per month, to commence on Simeon Gibbs, at the rate of two dollars and 
the twenty-third day of June, eighteen hundred | fifty cents per month, to commence on the twen- 
and eight. ty-eighth day of March, eighteen hundred and 

Squire Boon, at the rate of three dollars per | eight. 
month, to commence on the ninth day of Sep-| James Berry, at the rate of one dollar and sixty. 
tember, eighteen hundred and nine. six and two-third cents per month, to commence 

Henry Shaw, at the rate of two dollars and fifty | on the ninth day of September, eighteen hundred 
cents per month, to commence on the seven- | and nine. 
teenth day of October, eighteen hundredand nine.| James Warson, at the rate of three dollars and 

Quintin Moore, at the rate of one dollar and | thirty-threeand one-third cents per month, to com- 
sixty-six and two-third cents per month, to com- | mence on the twenty-second day of September 
mence on the twenty-sixth day of August, eight- | eighteen hundred and nine. 
een hundred and nine. Joseph Shayler, at the rate of twenty dollars 

Robert Baird, at the rate of ten dollars per | per month, to commence on the twelfth day of 
month, to commence on the sixth day of May, | Febriary, eighteen hundred and nine. 
eighteen hundred and nine. | James Munn, at the rate of ten dollars per 

George Tennell, at the rate of two dollars and | month, to commence on the eighteenth day of 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the fifth | March, eighteen hundred and nine. 
day of December, eighteen hundred and eight. Joseph Reed, at the rate of three dollars and 

Rdward Lloyd, at the rate of thirteen dollars | thirty-three and one-third cents per month, to 
and thirty-three and one-third cents per month, commence on the sixteenth day of March, eight- 
to commence on the twenty-first day of June, | een hundred and nine. 
eighteen hundred and nine. Charles Kilgore, at the rate of two dollars and 

John McChesney, at the rate of three dollars | fifty cents per month, to commence on the twen- 
thirty-three and one-third cents per month, to | ty-eighth day of April, eighteen hundred and nine. 
commence on the twentieth day of February,; Ambrose Lewis, at the rate of two dollars and 
eighteen hundred and ten. | fifty cents per month, to commence on the nine- 

Benjamin Strother, at the rate of three dollars | teenth day of July, eighteen hundred and nine. 
and thirty-three and one-third cents per month, to| John Newman, at the rate of ten dollars per 
commence on the fifth day of October, eighteen | month, to commence on the twenty-seventh day 
hundred and nine. | of October, eighteen hundred and nine. 

George Cress, at the rate of two dollarsand| Joseph Noyes, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the sev- | fifty cents per month, to commence on the twen- 
enth day of August, eighteen hundred and nine. | ty-eighth day of January, eighteen hundred and 

James Howard, at the rate of two dollars and | nine. 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the third| Aaron Brinck, at the rate of five dollars per 
day of July, eighteen hundred and nine. | month, to commence on the twenty-sixth day 0! 

Newman Laudman, at the rate of three dollars | January, eigteen hundred and nine. 
and thirty-three and one-third cents per month,| David Hamilton, at the rate of five dollars pet 
to commence on the twenty-fourth day of June, | month, to commence on the twenty-sixth day 0! 
eighteen hundred and nine. January, eighteen hundred and nine. 

John Powell, at the rate of three dollars and; MHackalia Doolittle, at the rate of two dollars 
thirty-three and one-third cents per month, to | and fifty cents per month, to commence on the 
commence on the twentieth of November, eight- | twenty-fifth day of January, eighteen hundred 
een hundred and nine. and nine. 
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Peter Harford, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the eighth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and ten. 

ohn Wood, at the rate of two dollars and fifty 


' cents per month, to commence on the third day 


of March, eighteen hundred and ten. 
Thomas Goodrum, at the rate of two dollars 


and fifty cents per month, to commence on the 


fourteenth day of March, eighteen hundred and 


ten. 
John Smith, at the rate of four dollars per 


- month, to commence on the twenty-eighth day 


of January, eighteen hundred and nine. 

Jared Duncan, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighth day of Decem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and nine. 

ohn Martin, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the twen- 


_ ty-first day of March, eighteen hundred and ten. 


Gerardus Dingman, at the rate of five dollars 
per month to commence on the fifteenth day of 


_ January, eighteen hundred and ten. 


’ Dgnald McDonald, at the rate of two dollars 
and 


fty cents per month, to commence on the 


- twentieth day of January, eighteen hundred and 
ten. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
pensions of the following persons already placed 
on the pension list of the United States, whose 
claims for an increase of pension have been trans- 
mitted to Congress, pursuant to the act aforesaid, 
be increased to the sums herein respectively an- 
nexed to their names: the said increase to com- 
menceat the times herein mentioned, thatis tusay: 

William Little, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the twenty-second of November, eight- 
een hundred and nine. 

Walker Baylor, twenty dollars per month, to 
commence on the twenty-ninth of December, 
eighteen hundred and eight. 

Isaac Bennett, three dollars and thirty-three 
and one-third cents per month, to commence on 
the twenty-sixth of June, eighteen hundred and 
nine. 

Thomas Carhart, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the twenty-first of February, eight- 
een hundred and nine. 

David Weaver, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the fourth of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine. 

Josias Smith, ten dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the eleventh of May, eighteen hundred 
and nine. 

Abiel Knapp, three dollars and thirty-three and 
one-third cents per month, to commence on the 
twenty-seventh of October, eighteen hundred and 
eight. 

Peter D. Demarest, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the seventh of January, eighteen 
hundred and nine. 

Kerley Ward, three dollars and thirty-three 
and one-third cents per month, to commence on 
the tenth of January, eighteen hundred and nine. 

John Utter, five dollars per month, to com- 
— on the third of January, eighteen hundred 
and ten, 


llth Con. 2d Szss.—S8i 


Lee Lay, six dollars and sixty-six and two- 
third cents per month, to commence on the fourth 
of December, eighteen hundred and nine. 

Henry Cone, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the fourth of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine. 

Elihu Sabin, three dollars thirty-three and one- 
third cents per month, to commence on the third 
of October, eighteen hundred and nine. 

Simon Crosby, three dollars thirty-three and 
one-third cents per month, to commence on the 
twentieth of September, eighteen hundred and 
nine. 

William Tarbell, three dollars per month, to 
commence on the third of June, eighteen hundred 
and nine. 

Jeremiah Markham, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the third of June, eighteen hundred 
and nine. 

John Wakelee, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the first of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and eight. 

David Orcutt, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the fifteenth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine. 

Jedediah Brown, two dollars and fifty cents 
per month, to commence on the fourteenth of 
October, eighteen hundred and eight. 

Stephen Hempstead, three dollars and seventy- 
five cents per month, to commence on the third 
of February, eighteen hundred and nine. 

Isaac Finch, five dollars per month. to com- 
mence on the twenty-first of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and eight. 

Richard Lamb, three dollars thirty-three and 
one-third cents per month, to commence on the 
first of May, eighteen hundred and eight. 

Solomon Stark, three dollars and seventy-five 
cents = month, to commence on the thirteenth 
of February, eighteen hundred and nine. 

Nathan Hawley, three dollars thirty-three and 
one-third cents per month, to commence on the 
twenty-sixth of May, eighteen hundred and eight. 

Samuel French, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the twenty-sixth of May, eighteen 
hundred and eight. 

Nero Hawley, three dollars, thirty-three and 
one-third cents per month, to commence on the 
twenty-sixth of May, eighteen hundred and 
eight. 

Zeba Woodworth, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the fifth of September, eighteen 
hundred and nine. 

Annanias Tubbs, two dollars fifty cents per 
month, to commence on the fifteenth of March, 
eighteen hundred and nine. 

Jonas Adams, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the sixth of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine. 

Moses Smith, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the ninth of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and ten. 

Abraham Sawyer, two dollars and fifty cents 
per month, to commence on the sixteenth of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and nine, 

Elias Barron, five dollars per month, to com- 
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mence on the sixth of June, eighteen hundred 
and nine. 

Richard Crouch, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the twelfth of April, eighteen hundred 
and nine. 

Joseph Johnson, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the eighteenth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine. 

Jeremiah Robbins, three dollars thirty-three 
and one-third cents per month, to commence on 
the thirtieth of January, eighteen hundred and nine. 

Abner Kent, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the thirtieth of January, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine. 

James Cobey, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the sixteenth of May, eighteen hundred 
and nine. 

George Vaughan, thirteen dollars thirty-three 
and one-third cents per month, to commence on 
the twelfth of January, eighteen hundred and ten. 

Statts Hammond, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the eighteenth of December, 
eighteen hundred and nine. 

artlett Hawkins, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the eighth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and ten. 

William Foster, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the sixteenth of December, eighteen 
hundred and nine. 

Samuel Johnston, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and nine. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of War be and he is hereby directed to 

lace Andrew Pinkerton on the pension list of 
invalid pensioners of the United States, and to 
pay him at the rate of three dollars and thirty 
cents and one-third of a cent per month, com- 
mencing on the twenty-fifth day of August, 
eighteen hundred and nine. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral sums specifically appropriated by this act, 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 27, 1810. 





An Act providing for the printing and distributing 
of such laws of the United States as respect the 
public lands. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
cause to be collected in one volume, and arranged, 
the several laws of the United States, resolutions 
of the Congress under the Confederation, trea- 
ties and proclamations that have operation and 
respect to the public lands: and to cause twelve 
hundred copies to be printed, one of which shall 
be transmitted to each of the existing land boards 
of commissioners for settling land claims, and a 
copy to each of the registers and receivers of 
~~ moneys of the several land offices of the 

nited States; and the residue of the said copies 
shall be preserved for the future disposition of 
Congress. 

Approved, April 27, 1810. 
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An Act providing for the better accommodation of te A 
General Post Office and Patent Office, and for othe Ie 


purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of ;j, i 


United States be and hereby is authorized to erey, 
or procure by purchase, a building suitable fo; ;}, 
accommodation of the General Post Office a); 
of the office of the keeper of the patents, in sy¢, 
situation and finished in such manner as the inte, 
est of the United States and the safety and oq. 
venience of those offices respectively, and {), 


arrangement of the models in the Patent Ofte 


shall in his opinion require. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That t\; 
President of the United States be and hereby; 
authorized to cause the City Post Office and th; 


offices of the Superintendent and Surveyor of th: & 


City of Washington to be immediately remove; 
from the public building west of the Presiden; 
House, and that he cause to be built within i): 
said public ae as many fire-proof rooms q 
shall be sufficient for the convenient deposite oj 
all the public papers and records of the Unite 
States belonging to or in the custody of the State 
War, or Navy Departments. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sun 
of twenty thousand dollars be appropriated for th: 
purposes expressed in this act, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 28, 1810. 





An Act providing for the sale of certain lands in th: 
Indiana Territory, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That all that tract of lan 
to which the Indian title was extinguished by the 
treaty made at Fort Wayne on the thirtieth day 
of September, in the year one thousand eighi 
hundred and nine, lying west and adjoining | 
the boundary line established by the Treaty oi 
Greenville, shall be attached to and made a par 
of the district of Cincinnati; and the residue 0 
the lands to which the Indian title was extii- 
guished by the said treaty, and other treaties mat: 
at Vincennes in the same year, shall be attached 
to and made a part of the district of Vincenne:. 
And the said lands, with the exception of section 
number sixteen, which shall be reserved in eac 
township for the use of schools within the same 
shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder. 
under the direction of the register of the land office. 
and of the receiver of public moneys, at the places 
respectively where the land offices are kept, an! 
on such day or days as shall by proclamation 0 
the President of the United States be designate: 
forthat purpose. The sales shall remain open « 
Cincinnati one week, and at Vincennes thre: 
weeks,and nolonger. The lands shall not be soli 
fur less than two dollars an acre, and shall 1 
every other respect be sold in tracts of the sam 
size, and on the same terms and conditions, as hav’ 
been or may be provided for lands sold in the sam’ 
districts. All the lands in the said tracts, wi! 


. ° ox9 anid 
the exception abovementioned, remaining uns0!’ 


be disposed 0! 


at the close of the said sales, _ 
the respective 


at private sale by the register o 
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’ Jand offices, in the same manner, under the same 
regulations, for the same price, and on the same 
terms and conditions, as are or may be provided 
_ by law for the sale of lands in the same districts ; 
and patents shall be obtained in the same man- 
ner, and on the same terms, as for other public 
 Jands sold in the same districts. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 


eral superintendents of public sales, directed by 
this act, shall receive four dollars a day, for eac 


day’s attendance on the said sales. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from 


’ and after the first day of June next, the second 


principal meridian by the Surveyor General in 
the Indiana Territory shall be the boundary be- 


4 tween the districts of Vincennes and Jefferson- 


ville; and the lands included in the said districts, 
respectively, according to the boundaries above- 
mentioned, shall become a part of the district in 


: which they are included, and shall be sold at the 


same place, in the same manner, and on the same 


' terms and conditions, as the other public lands 
_ lying in the same district. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any per- 


' son or persons entitled to donation lands in the 
| district of Vincennes by any former resolution or 
' act of Congress,and who were minors, or did not 
_ reside within the Indiana Territory during the 
_ time allowed by law for registering claims to land 


within the said district, and whose claims have 
not heretofore been presented to either of the 
boards of commissioners. for adjusting claims to 


_ land at Vincennes and Kaskaskia, may, until the | 


first day of November next, give notice in writ- 


P ing to the register of the land office of the said 


district of their claims, and have the evidence of 
the same recorded in the same manner, and on 

yment of the fees provided by an act, entitled 
‘An act making provision for the disposal of the 


4 public lands in the Indiana Territory, and for 


other purposes ;” and the right of any such per- 


' sons neglecting to give such notice of his claim, 


and to have the evidence of the same recorded, | 
shall become void, and forever be barred. 


Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
gister of the land office and the receiver of public 
moneys at Vincennesshall perform thesame duties 
and exercise the same powers in relation to the 
claims filed with the register under this act, which 
by the last recited act were enjoined on or vested 
in the commissioners designated by the said act. 
And it shall also be the duty of the said register 
and receiver to make to the Secretary of the 
Treasury a report of all the claims thus filed with 
the register of the land office, together with the 
substance of the evidence adduced in support | 
thereof, with such remarks thereon as they may | 
think proper; which report, together with a list | 
of the claims, which in the opinion of the regis- | 


vices in relation to such claims, and one hundred 
dollars for clerk hire. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That a tract 
of land in the Illinois Territory, at and including 
Shawneetown, on the Ohio river, shall, under the 
direction of the Surveyor General, be laid off into 
town lots, streets, and avenues, and into out lots, 
in such manner and of such dimensions as he may 
judge proper: Provided, The tract so to be laid 
off shall not exceed the quantity of land contained 
in ‘two entire sections, nor the town lots one- 
quarter of an acre each. When thesurvey of the 
lots shall be completed, a plat thereof shall be 
returned to the Surveyor General, on which the 
town lots and out lots shall be respectively des- 
ignated by progressive numbers, who shall cause 
two copies to be made—one to be transmitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the other to 
the register of the land office ; and the lots shall 
be offered to the highest bidder at public sale, at 
the same time and place, on the same terms and 
conditions, (except as to the quantity of land,) 
as have or may be provided for the sale of the 
other public lands in the said Territory: Provided, 
That no town lot shall be sold for a less price than 
eight dollars, nor any out lot for less than at the 
rate of five dollars an acre. 

Approved, April 30, 1810. 


An Act to extend the time for making payments for 
public lands of the United States, in certain cases. 


Be it enacted, §c., That every person who, 
prior to the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, bad purchased any tract 
or tracts of land of the United States, not exceed- 
ing in the whole six hundred and forty acres, at 
any of the land offices established for the dispo- 
sal of said lands, whether such purchase was made 
at public or private sale, (sales by virtue of a pre- 
emption right only excepted,) and whose lands 
have not already been actually sold or reverted to 
the United States for non-payment of part of the 

urchase-money, and who shall, for the term of at 
east one year previous to the expiration of five 
years from the date of the purchase of the land, 
have actually inhabited and cultivated any one 
tract of land thus purchased, and the time for 
making the last payment on account of such pur- 
chase, according to former laws, may have expired 
or shall expire on or before the first day of Janu- 
ary next, shall be allowed a further term of two 
years for the payment of the residue of the prin- 
cipal due on account of such purchase; which 
further term of two years shall be calculated to 
commence from the expiration of one year from 
and after the day on which the last payment on 
account of such purchase should, according to 
former laws, have become due, and shall beallowed 
only on the following conditions, that is to say: 


ter and receiver ought to be confirmed, shall be | first, that all the arrears of interest on the land 
laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before Con- | purchased to the end of one year, from and after 
gress, at their next session, for their determina- | the day on which the last payment on account of 
tion thereon. And the said register and receiver ‘ such purchase should, according to former laws, 
shall each be allowed an additional compensa- | have become due, shall have been paid at or be- 
tion of one hundred dollars, in full for their ser- | fore the end of such year ; second, that the resi jue 
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of the sum due on account of the principal of such 
purchase shall be paid, with interest thereon, in 
two equal annual payments, viz: one-half of the 
said residue, with the interest which may then be 
due thereon, within one year; and the other half 
of the said residue, with the interest which may 
then be due thereon, within two years after the 
expiration of one year, from and after the day on 
which the last payment on account of such pur- 
chase should, according to former laws, have be- 
comedue. And in case of failure in paying either 
the arrears of interest, or each of the two instal- 
ments of principal, with the accruing interest, at 
the time and times abovementioned. the tract of 
land shall be forthwith advertised and offered for 
sale in the manner and on the terms and condi- 
tions now prescribed for the sale of lands pur- 
chased from the United States, and not paid for 
within the limited time; and shall revert in like 
manner to the United States, if the sum due, with 
interest, be not at such sale bidden and paid. 

And in cases where any tract or tracts of land, 
not in the whole exceeding six hundred and forty 
acres, which have since the first day of January 
last reverted to the United States for default of 
payment, the original purchaser may again enter 
the same tract or tracts. And all moneys which 
such original purchaser may have paid shall be 
replaced to his credit by the receiver of public 
moneys of the respective land offices; and such 
repurchasers shall be allowed the same benefits 
of the extension of the time of payment, created 
by this act, as though no such reversion had oc- 
curred: Provided, Such original purchaser shall 
make to the proper land officer such application 
for such re-entry as is required by law for the 
entry of lands, on or before the first day of June 
next, and the land so reverted sha!l not have then 
been previously resold. 

Approved, April 30, 1810. 





An Act regulating the Post Office Establishment. 
Be it enacted, §c., That there be established, 
at the seat of Government of the United States, 


a General Post Office, under the direction of a} 


Postmaster General. The Postmaster General 
shall appoint two assistants, and such clerks as 
may be necessary for performing the business of 
his office. He shall establish post offices and ap- 
point postmasters at all such places as shall appear 
to him expedient on the post roads that are or 
may be established by law. He shall give his 
assistants, the postmasters, and all other persons 
whom he shall employ, or who may be employed 
in any of the departments of the General Post 
Office, instructions relative to their duty. He 
shall provide for the carriage of the mail on all 
post roads that are or may be established by law, 
and as often as he, having regard to the product- 
iveness thereof, and other circumstances, shall 
think proper. He may direct the route or road, 
where there are more than one between places 
yo eee by law for a post road, which route 
shall be considered the post road. He shall ob- 
tain from the postmasters their accounts and 
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vouchers for their receipts and expenditures once 
in three months, or oftener, with the balance; 
thereon arising in favor of the General Post Office. 
He shall pay all expenses which may arise jy 
conducting the Post Office, aud in the convey. 
ance of the mail, and all other necessary expenses 
arising on the collection of the revenue and map. 
agement of the General Post Office. He shal 
prosecute offences against the Post Office Estab. 
lishment. He shall once in three months rende; 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a quarterly ac. 
count of all the receipts and expenditures in the 
said Department, to be adjusted and settled a; 
other public accounts. He shall also superintend 
the business of the Department in all the duties 
that are or may be assigned toit: Provided, That, 
in case of the death, resignation, or removal from 
office, of the Postmaster General, all his duties 
shall be performed by his senior assistant, until a 
successor shall be appointed, and arrive at the 
General Post Office, to perform the business. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General, and all other persons employed 
in the General Post Office, or in the care, custody, 
or conveyance, of the mail, shall, previous to en- 
tering upon the duties assigned to them, or the 
execution of their trusts, and before they shall be 
entitled to receive any emolument therefor, re- 
spectively take and subscribe the following oath 
or affirmation, before some magistrate, and cause 
a certificate thereof to be filed in the General Post 
Office: “I, A B, do swear (or affirm, as the case 
may be) that I will faithfully perform all the 
duties required of me, and abstain from every thing 
forbidden by the laws in relation to the establish- 
ment of the Post Office and post roads within the 
United States.” Every person who shall be in 
any manner employed in the care, custody, con- 
veyance, or management, of the mail, shall be 
subject to all the pains, penalties, and forfeitures, 
for violating the injunctions, or neglecting the 
duties required of him by the laws relating to the 
establishment of the Post Office and post roads, 
whether such person shall have taken the oath or 
affirmation above prescribed or not. 

Sec. 3. And be a enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Postmaster General to provide 
by contract for the carriage of the mail on any 
road on which a stage, wagon, or other stage car- 
riage, shall be established, on condition that the 
expense thereof shall not exceed the revenue thence 
arising. It shall also be lawful for the Postmas- 
ter General to enter into contracts, for a term not 
exceeding eight years, for extending the line of 
posts, and to authorize the persons so contracting, 
as a compensation for their expenses, to receive 
during the continuance of such contracts, at rales 
not exceeding those for like distances established 
by this act, all the postage which shall arise 00 
letters, newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, and 
packets, conveyed by any such posts; and the 
roads designated in such contracts shall, during 
the continuance thereof, be deemed and consid- 
ered as post roads within the provision of this act: 
And a duplicate of every such contract shall, 
within sixty days after the execution thereof, be 
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lodged in the office of the Comptroller of the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Sze. 4. And be it further enacted, That no other 
than a’free white person shall be employed in 
carrying the mail of the United States on any of 
the post roads, either as a post-rider or driver of 
acarriage carrying the mail; and every contractor 





or person who shall have stipulated or may here- 


after stipulate to carry the mail, or whose duty 


wo Mee e 


it shall be to cause the same to be conveyed on 
any of the post roads as aforesaid, and who shall, 
contrary to this act,employ any other than a free 
white person as a post-rider or driver, or in any 
other way to carry the mail on the same, shall 
for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of 
fifty dollars—one moiety thereof to the use of the 
United States, and the other moiety thereof to 


_ the person who shall sue for and prosecute the 
_ same, before any court having competent juris- 
- diction thereof. 


Seo.5. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General shall be authorized to allow the 
postmasters at the several distributing offices such 
compensation as shall be adequate to their sev- 
eral services in that respect: Provided, That the 
same shall not exceed, in the whole, five per cent. 


on the whole amount of postages on letters and 


newspapers received for distribution: Provided, 


F also, That if the number of mails received at and 


despatches from any such office is not increased 
by the distributing system, then no additional 
allowance shall be made to the postmaster. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction 
of the Postmaster General that any road estab- 
lished, or which may hereafter be established, as 
a post road, is obstructed by fences, gates. or bars, 
other than those lawfully used on turnpike roads 
to collect their toll, and not kept in good repair, 
with proper bridges and ferries where the same 
may be necessary, it shall be the duty of the Post- 
master General to report the same to Congress, 
with such information as can be obtained, to en- 
able Congress to establish some other road instead 
of it, in the same main direction. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
person shall knowingly and wilfully obstruct or 
retard the passage of the mail, or of any driver or 
carrier, or of any horse or carriage carrying the 
same, he shall, upon conviction, for every such 
offence, pay a fine not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars. And if any ferryman shall by wilful negli- 
gence or refusal to transport the mail across any 
ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit and pay for 
each ten minutes that the same shall be so delayed, 
asum not exceeding ten dollars. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Postmaster General to give 
public notice in one or more of the newspapers 
published at the seat of Government of the Uni- 
ted States, and in one or more of the newspapers 
published in the State or States or Territory 
where the contract is to be performed, for at least 
six weeks before entering into any contract for 
carrying the mail, that such contract is intended 
to be made, and the day on which it is to be con- 
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cluded, describing the places from and to which 
such mail is to be conveyed, the time at which it 
is to be made up, and the day and hour at which 
it is to be delivered. He shall, moreover, within 
ninety days after the making of any contract, 
lodge a duplicate thereof, together with the pro- 
posals which he shall have received respecting it, 
in the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States: Provided, That no contract 
shall be entered into for a longer term than four 
ears. 

: Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That every 
postmaster shall keep an office, in which one or 
more persons shall attend on every day on which 
a mail or bag or other packet or parcel of letters 
shall arrive by land or water, as well as on other 
days, at such hours as the Postmaster General 
shall direct, for the purpose of performing the 
duties thereof; and it shall be the duty of the 
postmaster, at all reasonable hours, on every day 
of the week, to deliver on demand any letter, pa- 
per, or packet, to the person entitled to or author- 
ized to receive the same;-and all letters brought 
to any post office half an hour before the time of 
making up the mail at such office shall be for- 
warded therein, except at such post offices where, 
in the opinion of the Postmaster General, it 
requires more time for making up the mail, and 
which he shall accordingly prescribe; but this 
shall in no case exceed one hour. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That no 
fees or perquisites shall be received by any per- 
son employed in the General Post Office on ac- 
count of the duties to be performed by virtue of 
his appointment. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
following rates of postage shall be charged on all 
letters and packets (excepting such as are here- 
inafter exempted) conveyed by the posts of the 
United States, viz: for every letter composed of 
a single sheet of paper, conveyed not exceeding 
forty miles, eight cents ; over ninety, and not ex- 
ceeding one hundred and fifty miles, twelve anda 
half cents; over one hundred and fifty, and not 
exceeding three hundred miles, seventeen cents; 
over three hundred, and not exceeding five hun- 
dred miles, twenty cents; over five hundred 
miles, twenty-five cents. And for every double 
letter, or one composed of two pieces of paper, 
double those rates; and for every triple letter, or 
one composed of three pieces of paper, triple those 
rates; and for every packet composed of four or 
more pieces of paper, or other thing, and weigh- 
ing one ounce avoirdupois, quadruple those rates, 
and in that proportion for all greater weight: 
Provided, That no packet of letters conveyed 
by the water mail shall be charged with more 
than quadruple postage, unless the same shall 
actually contain more than four distinct letters. 
No postmaster shall be obliged to receive, to be 
conveyed by the mail, any packet which shall 
weigh more than three pounds: And the postage 
marked on any letter or package, and charged on 
the post bill, which may accompany the same, 
shall, in favor of the postmaster who delivers out 
said letter, be conclusive evidence of the lawfu} 
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tage thereon, unless said letter shall be opened 
in the presence of the said postmaster or his clerk. 

Sec. 12. And be it Sorthar enacted, That 
every letter or packet brought into the United 
States, or carried from one port therein to ano- 
ther, in any private ship or vessel, shall be charged 
with six cents, if delivered at the post office 
where the same shall arrive, and if destined to 
be conveyed by post to any other place, with two 
cents added to the ordinary rates of postage. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if 
any postmaster, or other person authorized by 
the Postmaster General to receive the postage of 
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any 
rate of postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than 
is provided by this act, for the postage of letters 
or packets; on conviction thereof he shall forfeit, 
for every such offence, one hundred dollars, and 
shall be rendered incapable of holding any office 
or appointment under the Government of the 
United States. 

Sec. 14, And be it further enacted, That no 
ship or vessel arriving: at a port within the 
United States, where a post office is established, 
shall be permitted to report, make entry, or break 
bulk, until the master or commander shall have 
delivered to the postmaster all letters directed 
to any person or persons within the United 
States, or the Territories thereof, which, under 
his care, or within his power, shall be brought in 
such ship or vessel, except such as are directed to 
the owner or consignee of the ship or vessel, and 
except also such as are directed to be delivered 
at the port of delivery to which such ship or ves- 
sel may be bound. And it shall be the duty of 
the collector, or other officer of the port, empow- 
ered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to re- 
quire from every master or commander of such 
ship or vessel, an oath or affirmation, purporting 
that he has delivered all such letters, except as 
aforesaid. And if the commander or master of 
any ship or vessel shall break bulk before he 
shall have complied with the requirements of this 
act, every such offender shall, on conviction there- 
of, forfeit for every such offence a sum not ex- 
ceeding one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the 
postmasters to whom such letters may be deliv- 
ered, shall pay to the master or commander, or 
other person, delivering the same, except the com- 
manders of foreign packets, two cents for each 
letter or packet, and shall obtain from the person 
delivering the same, a certificate specifying the 
number of letters and packets, with the name of 
the ship or vessel, and the place from whence 
she last sailed; which certificate, together with 
a receipt for the money, shall be, with his quar- 
terly accounts, transmitted to the Postmaster 
General; who shall credit him with the amount. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person, other than the Postmaster General or 
his deputies, or persons by them employed, shall 
be concerned in setting up or maintaining any 
foot or horse post, stage wagon, or other stage 
carriage or sleigh, on any established post roads, 
or from one post town to another post town, on 


Y ‘tf eee 








— ne 


any road adjacent or parallel to an establisheq 
post road, or any packet boat or vessel ty ply 
regularly from one place to another, betweey 
which a ——— communication by water shal] 
be established by the United States, and shal} 
receive any letter or packet, other than newspa- 
pers, magazines, or pamphlets, and carry the 
same by such foot or horse yee stage wagon, or 
other stage carriage, or sleigh, packet boat, or ves- 
sel, (excepting only such letter or letters as may be 
directed to the owner or owners of such convey- 
ance, and relating to the same, or to the person 
to whom any packet or bundle in such convey- 
ance is intended to be delivered,) every person so 
offending shall forfeit for every such offence the 
sum of fifty dollars: Provided, That it shall be 
lawful for any person to send letters or packets 
by a special messenger. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the 
deputy postmasters and other agents of the Post- 
mester General shall duly account and answer 
to him, for all way-letters which shall come to 
their hands ; and for this purpose the post riders 
and carriers of the mail, receiving any way-letter 
or letters (and it shall be their duty to receive 
them, if presented more than two miles froma 
post office) shall deliver the same, together with 
the postage, if paid, at the post office to which 
they shall afterwards arrive, where the postmas- 
ter shall duly enter the same, and specify the 
number and rate or rates in the post bill, adding 
to the rate of each way-letter, one cent, which 
shall be paid by the postmaster to the mail car- 
rier from whom such way-letters shall be re- 
ceived. And that letters directed to persons liv- 
ing between post offices may be delivered, and 
the ro thereof duly collected, it shall be the 
duty of the carriers of the mail to take charge 
of, and deliver all such letters as shall for that 
purpose be committed to them by any postmas- 
ter, and collect the postage thereof, which shall 
be paid over to such postmaster on demand. Ard 
for every letter so delivered, the mail carrier de- 
livering the same shall be allowed to demand 
and receive two cents to his own use, besides the 
ordinary postage. Andifany postmaster or other 
agent of the Postmaster General shall neglect so 
to account, he or they so offending shall, on con- 
vietion thereof. forfeit for every such offence a 
sum not exceeding fifty dollars: Provided, That 
no mail carrier shall make such deliveries at any 
place not on the post road: Provided, also, That 
the receipt and delivery of letters on the way, 
between post offices, shall not be required of the 
mail carriers in eases where, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, the time or manner of carry- 
ing the mail, or the speed of conveyance, is in- 
compatible with such receipts and deliveries. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person, employed in any of the departments 
of the General Post Office, shall unlawfully de- 
tain, delay or open any letter, packet, bag, or mail 
of letters, with which he shall be entrusted, or 
which shall have come to his possession, and 
which are intended to be conveyed by post, or if 
any such person shall secrete, embezzle, or de- 
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» any letter of credit, or note for or relating to pay- 
' ment of moneys, or any bond or warrant, draft, 


_ agreement whatsoever, for or relating to the pay- 


. thing, or any receipt, release, acquittance, or dis- 
_ charge, of or from any debt, covenant, demand, or 


| any judgment or decree, in any court of law or 
| chancery, or any execution which may have is- 
_ sued thereon, or any copy of any other record, or 
' any other article of value, or any writing repre- 
| senting the same; or if any such person, em- 


' son, who shall have taken charge of the mail of 


' authorized to receive the same, every such person, 
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‘ stroy any letter or packet entrusted to him as/| States by assaulting the person having custody 
aforesaid, and which shall not contain any se-| thereof, shooting at him, or his horse, or mule, or 
curity for, or assurance relating to money, as/ threatening him with dangerous weapons, and 
hereinafter described, every such offender, being | the robbery is not effected, every such offender, 
> thereof duly convicted, shall, for every such of-/|on conviction thereof, shall be punished by im- 
' fence, be fined, not exceeding three hundred dol- | prisonment, not exceeding three years. And if 
" Jars, or imprisoned, not exceeding six months, or | any person shall steal the mail, or shall steal or 
- both, according to the circumstances and aggra- | take from or out of any mail, or from or out of any: 
' yations of the offence. And if any person, em-} post office, any letter or packet, or if any person 
ployed as aforesaid, shall secrete, embezzle, or de- | shall take the mal, or any letter or packet there~ 
 stroy any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters,| from or from any post office, whether with or 
_ with which he shall be entrusted, or which shall | without the consent of the person having custody 
' pave come to his possession, and are intended to | thereof, and shall open, embezzle, or destroy any 
' be conveyed by post, containing any bank note} such mail, letter, or packet, the same containing 
| or bank post bill, bill of exchange, warrant of the | any article of value, or evidence of any debt, due, 
| Treasury of the United States, note of assignment | demand, right, or claim, or any release, receipt, ac- 
| of stock in the funds, letters of attorney for re- | quittance, or discharge, or any other article, paper, 
| ceiving annuities or dividends, or for selling stock | or thing mentioned and described in the eigh- 
’ inthe funds, or for receiving the interest thereof, or | teenth section of this act, or if any person shall, 
by fraud or deception, obtain, from any person 
having custody thereof, any mail, letter, or packet, 
containing any article of value, or evidence there- 
of. or either of the writings referred to, or next 
above-mentioned, such offender or offenders, on 
conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned, not ex- 
ceeding seven years. And if any person shall 
take any letter or packet not containing any arti- 
cle of value, or evidence thereof, out of a post 
office, or shall open any letter or packet which 
shall have been in a post office, or in the custody 
of a mail carrier, before it shall have been deliv- 
ered to the person to whom it is directed, with a 
design to obstruct the correspondence, to pry into 
another’s business or secrets, or shall secrete, em- 
bezzle, or destroy any such mail, letter, or packet, 
such offender, upon conviction, shall pay for every 
such offence a sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall rip, cut, tear, burn, or otherwise in- 
jure any portmanteau, valise, or other bag, used, 
or designed to be used by any person acting under 
the authority of the Postmaster General, or any 
person in whom his powers are vested in the con- 
veyance of any mail, letter, packet, newspaper, or 
pamphlet, or shall draw or break any staple, or 
loosen any part of any lock, chain, or strap, at- 
tached or belonging to any such valise, portman- 
teau, or bag, with an intent to rob or steal any 
mail, letter, packet, newspaper, or pamphlet, or to 
act, every such offender shall forfeit and pay, for | render either of the same insecure, every such 
every such offence,a sum not exceeding fifty | offender, upon conviction, shall, for every such 
dollars. | offence, pay a sum not exceeding five hundred 

Src. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any | dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding three 





- bill, or promissory note, covenant, contract, or 


' ment of money, or the delivery of any article of 
value, or the performance of any act, matter, or 


_ any part thereof, or any copy of any record of 


ployed as aforesaid, shall steal or take any of the 
same out of any letter, packet, bag, or mail of let- 
ters, that shall come to his possession, he shall, 
on conviction, for any such offence, be impris- 
oned not exceeding ten years. And if any per- 


the United States, shall quit or desert the same, 
before he delivers it into the post office kept at 
the termination of his route, or to some known 
mail carrier, or agent of the General Post Office 


30 offending, shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars for every such of- 
fence. And if any person, concerned in carrying 
the mail of the United States, shall collect, re- 
ceive or carry any letter or packet, or shall cause 
or procure the same to be done, contrary to this 
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person shall rob any carrier of the mail of the | years, at the discretion of the court before whom 
United States, or other person entrusted there-| such conviction is had. 

with, of such mail, or of part thereof, such offend- | Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That every 
er or offenders shall, on conviction, be imprisoned, | person who, from and after the passage of this 
hot exceeding ten years, and if convicted a second | act, shall procure, aid, advise, or assist in the 
time cf a like offence, he or they shall suffer death ; | doing or perpetration of any of the acts or crimes 
or, if in effecting such robbery of the mail the} by this act forbidden to be done or performed, 
first time, the offender shall wound the person | shall be subject to the same penalties and punish- 
having custody thereof, or put his life in jeop-| ments as the persons are subject to who shall actu- 
ardy by the use of dangerous weapons, such of-| ally do or perpetrate any of said acts or crimes, 
fender or offenders shall suffer death. And if any | according to the provisions of this act. 

person shall attempt to rob the mail of the United| Sxe. 22. And be it further enacted, That every 
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person who shall be imprisoned by a judgment of 
court, under and by virtue of the eighteenth, nine- 
teenth, twentieth, or twenty-first section of this 
act, shall be kept at hard labor during the period 
of such imprisonment. 

Seo. 23. And be it further enacted, That the 
postmasters shall, respectively, publish at the ex- 
piration of every three months, or oftener, when 
the Postmaster General shall so direct, in one of 
the newspapers published at or nearest the place 
of his residence, for three successive weeks, a list 
of all the letters remaining in their respective 
offices, or, instead thereof, shall make out a num- 
ber of such lists, and cause them to be posted at 
such public places in their vicinity, as shall ap- 
pear to them best adapted for the information of 
the parties concerned; and at the expiration of 
the next three months, shall send such of the said 
letters as then remain on hand, as dead letters, to 
the General Post Office, where the same shall be 
opened and inspected ; and if any valuable papers, 
or matter of consequence shall be found therein, 
it shall be the duty of she Postmaster-General to 
return such letter to the writer thereof, or cause a 
descriptive list thereof to be inserted in one of the 
newspapers published at the place most conveni- 
ent to the supposed residence of the owner, if 
within the United States; and such letter, and 
the contents, shall be preserved to be delivered to 
the person to whom the same shall be addressed, 
upon payment of the postage and the expense of 
publication. And if such letter, with its con- 
tents, be not demanded by the person to whom 
it is addressed, or the owner thereof, or his law- 
ful agent, within two years after the advertise- 
ment thereof, as aforesaid, the said contents shall 
be applied to the use of the United States, until 
the same shall be reclaimed by the proprietor 
thereof; the manner of such application to be 
stated by the Postmaster General to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That let- 
ters and packets to and from the following officers 
of the United States, shall be received and con- 
veyed by post, free of postage: each postmaster, 
provided each of his letters or packets shall not 
exceed half an ounce in weight; each member 
of the Senate, and each member and. delegate of 
the House of Representatives to the Congress of 
the United States; the Secretary of the Senate, 
and Clerk of the House of Representatives, pro- 
vided each letter or packet shall not exceed two 
ounees in weight, and during their actual attend- 
ance in any session of Congress, and twenty days 
after such session, and in case of excess of weight, 
that excess alone shall be paid for; the President 
of the United States; Vice President, the Secre- 
taries of State, of the Treasury, of War, of the 
Navy; the Attorney General, the Comptroller, 
Treasurer, Auditor, Register, Supervisor of the 
Direct Tax for the district of South Carolina, 

Superintendent of Indian Trade, Purveyor, the 
Inspector and Paymaster of the Army, Account- 
ants of the War and Navy Departments, Post- 
master General, and the Assistants Postmaster 
General ; John Adams, a former President of the 











United States; and Thomas Jefferson, late Presi. 
dent of the United States; and they may al 
receive their newspapers by post, free of postage; 
Provided, That the members of the Senate ang 

House of Representatives, Secretary of the Sep. 
ate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives 
shall receive their newspapers free of postage 
only during any session of Congress, and twenty 
days after the expiration of the same; And, pro. 
vided, That no letter or packet from any public 
officer, shall be conveyed by post, free of postage, 
unless he shall frank the same, by writing his 
name and office on the outside of such letter o; 
packet, and until he has previously furnished the 
postmaster of the office where he shall deposite 
the same with a specimen of his signature. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person shall frank letters other than those 
written by himself, or by his order, on the busi- 
ness of his office, he shall, on conviction thereof 
pay a fine of ten dollars; Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of State, 
Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and 
Postmaster General, may frank letters or packets 
on official business, prepared in any other public 
office in the absence of the principal thereof. 
And if any person having the right to receive 
his letters free of postage, shall receive, enclosed 
to him, any letter or packet addressed to a person 
not having that right, it shall be his duty to re- 
turn the same to the post office, marking thereon 
the place from whence it came, that it may be 
charged with postage. And if any person shall 
counterfeit the handwriting or frank of any per- 
son, or cause the same to be done, in order to 
avoid the payment of postage, each person so 
offending shall pay for every such = a fifty 
dollars. 

Sec. 26, And be it further enacted, That every 
printer of newspapers may send one paper to 
each and every other printer of newspapers with- 
in the United States, free of postage, under such 
regulations as the Postmaster General shall pro- 
vide. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That all 
newspapers conveyed in the mail shall be under 
cover, open at one end, and charged with a post- 
age of one cent each, for any distance not more 
than one hundred miles, and oneand a half ceats 
for any greater distance: Provided, That the 
postage of a single newspaper from any one place 
to another, in the same State, shall not exceed 
one cent; and that the Postmaster Genera! shall 
require those who receive newspapers by post, to 
pay always the amount of one quarter’s postage 
in advance. If any person employed in any de- 
partment of the Post Office shall improperly de- 
tain, delay, or embezzle, or destroy any news- 

aper, or shall permit any other person to do the 
ike, or shall open, or permit any other to open 
any mail or packet of newspapers not directed to 
the office where he is employed, he shall, on con- 
viction thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty 
dollars for every such offence. And if any other 
person shall open any mail or packet of newspa- 
pers, or shall embezzle or destroy the same, not 
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being directed to himself, or not being authorized 
toreceive and open the same, he shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, pay a sum not exceeding twenty 
dollars for every such offence. And if any per- 
son shall take or steal any packet, bag,or mail of 
newspapers, from or out of any post office, or from 


S any person having custody thereof, such person 


shall, on conviction, be imprisoned, not exceed- 
ing three months for every such offence, to be kept 
at hard labor during the period of such imprison- 
ment. If any person shall enclose or conceal a 
letter or other thing, or any memorandum in wri- 
ting ina newspaper or among any package of 
newspapers, which he shall have delivered into 
any post office, or to any person for that purpose, 
in order that the same ~~ be carried by post, 
free of letter postage, he shall forfeit the sum of 
five dollars for every such offence ; and the letter, 
newspaper, package, or memorandum, or other 
thing, shall not be delivered to the person to 
whom it is directed until the amount of single 
letter postage is paid for each article of which the 
package shall be composed. No newspapers 
shal} = received by the postmasters to be con- 
veyed by post, unless they are sufficiently dried 
and silent in proper wrappers, on which, be- 
side the direction, shall be noted the number of 
papers which are enclosed for subscribers and the 
number for printers. The Postmaster General, in 
any contract he may enter into for the conveyance 
of the mail; may authorize the person with whom 
such contract is to be made, to carry newspapers, 
magazines, and pamphlets, other than those con- 
veyed in the mail. When the mode of convey- 
ance and the size of the mails will admit of 1t, 
magazines and pamphlets may be transported in 
the mail at one cent a sheet, for any distance not 
exceeding fifty miles, at one cent and an half for 
any distance over fifty and not exceeding one 
hundred miles, and two cents for any greater dis- 
tance. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted,.That the 
Postmaster General be authorized to allow to the 
postmasters, respectively, such commission on the 
moneys arising from the postage of letters and 
packets as shall be adequate to their respective 
services and expenses: Provided, That the said 
commission shall not exceed thirty per cent. on 
the first hundred dollars collected in one quarter, 
and twenty-five per cent. on a sum over one hun- 
dred and not more than three hundred; and 
twenty per cent. on any sum over four hundred 
and not exceeding two thousand dollars; and 
eight per cent. on any sum collected, being over 
two thousand four hundred dollars; except to the 
postmaster who may be employed in receiving 
and dispatching foreign mails, whose compensa- 
tion may be augmented, not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars, in one quarter, and excepting to the 
postmasters at offices where the mail is regularly 
to arrive, between the hours of nine o’clock at 
night and five o’clock in the morning; whose 
commission on the first hundred dollars collected 


in one quarter, may be increased to a sum not 
The Postmaster Gen- 
eral may allow to the postmasters, respectively, a 


exceeding fifty per cent. 
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commission of fifty per cent. on the money aris- 
ing from the postage of newspapers, magazines, 
and pamphlets; and to the postmasters, whose 
compensation shall not exceed five hundred dol- 
dals in one quarter, two cents for every free letter 
delivered out of the office, excepting such as are 
for the postmaster himself; and each postmaster 


who shall be required to keep a register of the 


arrival and departure of the mails, shall be al- 
lowed ten cents for each month! 


return which 
he makes thereof to the General Post Office. 


Sec. 29. And beit further enacted, That if any 


postmaster or other person authorized to receive 
the postage of letters and packets shall neglect 
or refuse to render his accounts, and pay over to 


the Postmaster General the balance by him due 


at the end of every three months, it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster General to causea suit to 


be commenced against the person or persons so 
neglecting or refusing; and if the Postmaster 


General shall not cause such suit to be commen- 
ced within six months from the end of every 
such three months, the balances due from every 
such delinquentshall be charged toand recoverable 
from the Postmaster General. 


That all suits 
which shall be hereafter commenced for the re- 


cavory of debts or balances due to the General 
Post 


gations made in the name of the existing or an 


fice, whether they appear by bond or obli- 


preceding Postmaster General, or otherwise, shall 
be instituted in the name of the “ Postmaster 
General of the United States.” That certified 
copies, under the seal of the General Post Office, 
of the accounts current of the several postmasters, 


after the same shall have been examined and ad- 
justed at that office, shall be admitted as evidence 


in all suits brought by the Postmaster General 
for the recovery of balances or debts due from 
postmasters, and, in like manner, copies of such 
accounts currentas are lodged in the office of the 
Register of the Treasury, certified by the Register 
under the seal of his office, shall be admitted as 
evidence. 

Sec. 30. And beit further enacted, That if any 
postmaster or other person who shall receive and 
open, or dispatch mails, shall neglect to render 
accounts for one month after the time, and in the 
form and manner prescribed by law, and by the 
Postmaster General’s instructions conformable 
therewith, he shall forfeit double the value of the 
postages which shall have arisen at the same 
office in any equal portion of time previous or 
subsequent thereto; or in case no account shall 
have been rendered at the time of trial of such 
case, then such sum as the court or jury shall es- 
timate equivalent thereto, to be recovered by the 
Postmaster General in an action on the case. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That all 
pecuniary penalties and forfeitures, incurred under 
this act, shall be one half for the use of the per- 
son or persons informing and prosecuting for the 
same, and the other halt to the use of the United 
States. 

Sec. 32. And be wt further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to 
make provision, where it may be necessary, for 
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the receipt of all letters and packets intended to 
be conveyed by any ship or vessel beyond sea, or 
from any port in the United States, to another 
port therein; and the letters so received shall be 
formed into a mail, sealed up and directed to the 
postmaster of the port to which such ship or ves- 
sel shall be bound. And for every letter or 
packet so received, there shall be paid at the time 
of its reception, a postage of one cent, which shall 
be for the use of the postmasters, respectively, re- 
ceiving the same. And the Postmaster General 
may make arrangements with the postmasters in 
any foreign country, for the reciprocal receipt 
and delivery of letters and packets through the 
post offices. 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That the 
postmasters and the persons employed in the tran- 
sportation of the mail shall be exempt from mili- 
tia duties, and serving on juries, or any fine or 
penalty for neglect thereof. 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That letter 
carriers shall be employed at such post offices as 
the Postmaster General shall direct, for the de- 
livery of letters in the places, respectively, where 
such post offices are established; and for the de- 
livery of each such letter, the letter carrier may 
receive of the person to whom the delivery is 
made, two cents: Provided, That no letter shall 
be delivered to such letter carrier for distribution, 
addressed to any person who shall have lodged at 
the post office a written request that his letters 
shall be detained in the office. And for every 
letter lodged at any post office, not to be carried 
by post, but to be delivered at the place where it 
is to be so lodged, the postmaster shall receive 
one cent of the person to whom it shall be 
delivered. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted, That all 
causes of action arising under this act may be 
sued, and all offenders against this act may be 
prosecuted, before the justices of the peace, magis- 
trates and other judicial courts of the several 
States, and of the several Territories of the Uni- 
ted States, they having competent jurisdiction by 
the laws of such States or Territories, to the trial 
of claims and demands of as great value, and of 
the prosecutions where the punishments are of as 

eat extent; and such justices, magistrates, or 
judiciary, shall take cognizance thereof, and pro- 
ceed to judgment and execution, as in other cases. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That in all 
suits or causes arising under this act, the court 
shall proceed to trial, and render judgment the 
first term after such suit shall be commenced; 
Provided always, That whenever service of the 

rocess shall not have been made twenty days at 
east previous to the return day of such term, the 
defendant shall be entitled to one continuance, if 
the court, on the statement of such defendant, 
shall judge it expedient: Provided also, That if 
the defendant in such suits shall make affidavit 
that he has a claim against the General Post 
Office, not allowed by the Postmaster General, 
although submitted to him conformably to the 
regulations of the Post Office, and shall specify 
such claim in the affidavit, and that he could not 
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be prepared for the trial at such term for want of 
evidence, the court in such case, being satisfiej 
in those respects, may grant a continuance until 
the next succeeding term. 

Sec. 37. And be tt further enacted, That it shal| 
be the duty of the Postmaster General to report, 
annually to Congress, every post road which 
shall not, after the second year from its establish. 
ment, have produced one-third of the expense of 
carrying the mail on the same. 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed to the deputy postmaster, at the 
City of Washington, for his extraordinary ey. 
— incurred in the discharge of the duties of 

is office, an additional compensation, at the rate 
of one thousand dollars per annum, to be paid 
out of the funds of the Post Office Establishment. 

See. 39. And be it further enacted, That the 
Adjutant General of the militia of each State and 
Territory shall have the right to receive, by mail, 
free of postage, from any Major or Brigadier 
General thereof, and to transmit to said Generals, 
any letter or packet, relating solely to the militia 
of such State or Territory: Provided, always, 
That every such officer, before he delivers any 
such letter or package for transmission, shall, in 
his own proper handwriting, on the outside there- 
of, endorse the nature of the papers enclosed, and 
thereto subscribe his name and office, and shall 
previously furnish the postmaster of the office 
where he shall deposite the same with a specimen 
of his signature. And if any such officer shall 
frank any letter or package in which shall be 
contained anything relative to any subject other 
than of the militia of such State or Territory, 
every offender shall, on conviction of every such 
offence, forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars. 

Src. 40. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the thirtieth day of September next, 
whenever the annual emoluments of any post- 
master, after deducting therefrom the expendi- 
tures incident to his office, shall amount to more 
than two thousand dollars, the surplus shall be 
accounted for, and paid to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and by him to be accounted for in the same 
manner as other moneys accruing from the Post 
Office Establishment. 

Sze. 41. And be it further enacted, That every 
deputy postmaster, the receipt of whose office ex- 
ceeds one thousand dollars a year, shall, on the 
last day of September in each year, transmit to 
the Postmaster General of the United States a 
statement of the expenses of the office under his 
direction, of the number of clerks, with the time 
they have been severally employed therein, and 
their respective names and ages. 

Seo. 42, And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of June next, the second 
section of an act, entitled “An act to establish 
the Post Office and post roads within the United 
States,” approved on the eighth day of May, one 
thousand seven hundred oat ninety-four, and an 
act, entitled “An act to establish the Post Office 
of the United States,” approved on the second 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and all other acts and parts of acts 
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peretofore passed for the regulation and govern-| marshal of ——, (or the secretary of the Territory 
ment of the General Post Office. and of the Post-| of ——, as the case may be,) and make due re- 
master General, and other officers and agents/ turn thereof to the said marshal, (or secretary, ) 
employed in said office, shall be, and the same are | agreeably to the directions of the several acts of 
hereby, repealed: Provided, That an act, entitled | Congress providing for the third census or enu- 
«An act concerning public contracts,” approved | meration of the inhabitants of the United States, 


| io exonerate any person who shall not have per- 


‘next, the said acts shall have the same force and 


on the twenty-first day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, shall be and remain in | 
full force, and no post road heretofore established | 
shall be discontinued by this act: Provided, also, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed | 


formed the duty, or who shall have violated any | 
of the prohibitions contained in the said acts from 
suits or prosecutions; but, as to all bonds, con- 
tracts, debts, demands, rights, penalties, punish- 
ments, which have been made, have arisen, or 
have been incurred, or which shall be made, arise, 
or be incurred previous to the first day of June 


efleet as though this act had not been made: Pro- 
vided, likewise, That the Postmaster General, 
Assistant Postmaster General, deputy postmasters, 
contractors for carrying the mail, and others em- 
ployed under the aforesaid acts, shall continue to 
hold their several offices, appointments, and trusts, 
until they are otherwise removed; anything 
herein contained that might be construed to the 
contrary, notwithstanding; and also the bonds 
which they, or either of oie have given or may 
give for the faithful execution of their several 
duties and offices, shall continue to have the same 
force and effect, to all intents and purposes, as 
though this act had not been made. 
Approved, April 30, 1810. 








An Act further to alter and amend “ An act providing 
for the Third Census, or enumeration of the inhabi- 
tants of the United States.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the first 
section of the act, passed during the present ses- 
sion of Congress, entitled “ An act providing for 
the third census or enumeration of the inhabi- 
tants of the United States,” as relates to the 
forms of the oaths or affirmations thereby directed | 
to be taken by the marshals, secretaries, and as- 
sistants therein mentioned, respectively, shall be, 
and hereby is, repealed; and that the said oaths 
or affirmations shall be in the following forms, 
that is to say: The marshals’ and secretaries’ 
oath, in the form following: “I, A B, marshal of 


according to the best of my ability.” 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the several marshals, secretaries, 
and their assistants aforesaid, at the time for 
taking the census or enumeration aforesaid, to 
take, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and according to such instructions as 
he shall give, an account of the several manufac- 
turing establishments and manufactures within 
their several districts, Territories, and divisions. 
The said assistants shall make return of the same 
to the marshals or secretaries of their respective 
districts or Territories, and the said marshals and 
secretaries shall transmit the said returns, and 
abstracts thereof, to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, at the same times at which they are by this 
act, and the several acts to which this act is an 
addition, required, respectively, to make their re- 
turn of said enumeration to the Secretary of 
State; for the performance of which additional 
services they shall, respectively, receive such 
compensation as shall hereafter be provided by 
law.—Approved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act concerning the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the 
passage of this act, no British or French armed 
vessel shall be permitted to enter the harbors or 
waters under the jurisdiction of the United States; 
but every British and French armed vessel is 
hereby interdicted, except when they shall be 
forced in by distress, by the dangers of the sea, or 
when charged with despatches or business from 
their Government, or coming as a public packet 
for the conveyance of letters; in which cases, as 
well as in all others, when they shall be permitted 
to enter, the commanding officer shall immedi- 
ately report his vessel to the collector of the dis- 
trict, stating the object or causes of his enterin 
the harbors or waters of the United States; an 
shall take such position therein as shall be as- 
signed him by such collector; and shall conform 
himself, his vessel and crew. to such regulations 


the district of ——, (or secretary of the Territory | respecting health, repairs, supplies, stay, inter- 


of, as the case may be,) do solemnly swear, | 


or affirm, that I will well and truly cause to be | 
| made a just and perfect enumeration and descrip- | 


course, and departure, as shall be signified to him 
by the said collector, under the authority and di- 
rections of the President of the United States; 


tion of all persons resident within my district, (or | and, not conforming thereto, shall be required to 
Territory,) and return the same to the Secretary | depart from the United States. 


of State, agreeably to the directions of the several 
acts of Congress, providing for the third census 
orenumeration of the inhabitants of the United 


States, according to the best of my ability.” And | 





Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all pa- 
cific intercourse with any interdicted foreign 
armed vessels, the officers or crew thereof, is here- 
by forbidden; and if any person shall afford any 


the assistants’ oath or affirmation, in the form fol-| aid to such armed vessel either in repairing her, 


lowing: “I, A B, do solemnly swear, or affirm, 
that I will make a just and perfect enumeration 
and description of all persons resident within the 
division assigned to me for that purpose, by the 





or in furnishing her, her officers or crew, with sup- 
plies ofany kind or in any manner whatsoever, or 
if any pilot shall assist in navigating the said 
armed vessel, contrary to this prohibition, unless 
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for the purpose of carrying her beyond the limits 
and jurisdiction of the United States, the person 
or persons so offending, shall be liable to be bound 
to their good behaviour, and shall moreover for- 
feit and pay a sum not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, to be recovered upon indictment or infor- 
mation, in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
one moiety thereof to the Treasury of the United 
States, and the other moiety to the person who 
shall give information and prosecute the same to 
effect: Provided, That if the prosecution shall 
be by public officer the whole forfeiture shall ac- 
crue to the Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 

nalties and forfeitures which may have been 
incurred under the act entitled “An act to in- 
terdict the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes,” and 
also all the penalties and forfeitures which may 
have been incurred under the act laying an em- 
bargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States, or under any of the 
several acts supplementary thereto, or to enforce 
the same, or under the acts to interdict the com- 
mercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France and their dependen- 
cies, and for other purposes, shall be recovered 
and distributed, and may be remitted in the man- 
ner provided by the said acts respectively, and in 
like manner as if the said acts had continued in 
full force and effect. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case 
either Great Britain or France shall, before the 
third day of March next, so revoke or modify her 
edicts as that they shall cease to violate the neu- 
tral commerce of the United States, which fact 
the President of the United States shall declare 
by proclamation, and if the other nation shall not 
within three months thereafter so revoke or mod- 
ify her edicts in like manner, then the third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, 
and eighteenth sections of the act, entitled “An 
act to interdict the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other pur- 
poses,” shall, from and after the expiration of 
three months from the date of the proclamation 
aforesaid, be revived and have full force and effect, 
so far as relates to the dominions, colonies, and 
dependencies, and to the articles the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture, of the dominions, colonies, 
and dependencies of the nation thus refusing or 
neglecting to revoke or modify her edicts in the 
manner aforesaid. And the restrictions imposed 
by this act shall, from the date of such proclama- 
tion, cease and be discontinued in relation to the 
nation revoking or modifying her decrees in the 
manner aforesaid.—Approved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act making further appropriations for completing 
the Capitol, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, in addition to the ap- 
propriations heretofore made, the following sums 
of money be, and the same are hereby appropri- 
ated, to be appplied under the direction of the 





President of the United States, to the purpose, 
hereinafter mentioned, that is to say : 

For sculpture, and warming and ventilatip, 
the Chamber of the House of Representatives 
seven thousand five hundred dollars: ; 

For defraying the expense of completing th: 
Court room, and the offices of the Judiciary. o, 
the east side, completing the Senate Chambe, 
and stopping the leaks in the roof of the nor 
wing of the Capitol, twenty thousand dollars: 

For repairs tu the President’s house and off. 
ces, five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it be 
the duty of the Superintendent of the City of 
Washington, prior to any farther advances of 
money being made, to call for all claims now dy 
on account of materials furnished or work don 
in the public buildings, in order that the same 
may be liquidated and paid. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
several sums of money hereby appropriated shall 
be paid out.of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.—A pproved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act confirming the decisions of the Commissioners 
in favor of the claimants of land in the District of 
Kaskaskia. 

Be it enacted, §c., That all the decisions made 
by the commissioners appointed for the purpose 
of examining the claims of persons claiming lands 
in the district of Kaskaskia, in favor of such claim- 
ants, as entered in the transcript of decisions, 
bearing date the thirty-first day of December, 
eighteen hundred and nine, which have been 
transmitted by the said commissioners to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury according to law, be, and 
the same are hereby confirmed. 

Approved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act making appropriations for carrying into effect 
certain Indian treaties. 

Be it enacted, ¢c., That, for the purpose of car- 
rying into effect a treaty between the United 
States and the Delaware, Pottawatimies, and Eel 
river tribes of Indians, concluded at Fort Wayne, 
on the thirtieth day of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, the sum of one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars is hereby appro- 
priated, to be paid to the said tribes annually, as 
follows: 

To the Delawares, five hundred dollars ; 

To the Miamies, five hundred dollars ; 

To the Eel river tribe, two hundred and filly 
dollars ; 

To the Pottawatamies, five hundred dollars; 

Which several annuities shall be permanent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for car- 
rying into effect a separate article entered int 
between the United States and the Miamies and 
Eel river tribes of Indians, at Fort Wayne, 00 
the thirtieth of September, one thousand eigh! 
hundred and nine, the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars annually is hereby appropriated, for the term 
of three years, and no longer. And a further an- 
nuity of two hundred dollars to the Miamies tribe 
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of Indians ; and to the Wea and Eel river tribes 
a further annuity of one hundred dollars each, 
which shall be permanent. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That, for car- 
rying intoeffecta treaty concluded at Fort Wayne, 
on the twenty-sixth day of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, between the United 
States and the Wea tribe of Indians, the sum of 
one thousand five hundred dollars is hereby ap- 
propriated, and a further sum of three hundred 
dollars annually, which annuity shall be per- 
manent. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That, for car- 
rying into effect a treaty concluded at Vincen- 
nes, on the ninth day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nine, between the Uni- 
ted States and the Kickapoo tribe of Indians, the 
sum of five hundred dollars is hereby appropri- 
ated, to be paid annually to the said tribe, which 
annuity shall be permanent. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
several sums appropriated by this act, shall be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated.—Approved May 1, 1810. 








An Act fixing the compensation of public Ministers, 
and of Consuls residing on the coast of Barbary, 
and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States shall not allow to any Minister 
Plenipotentiary a greater sum than at the rate of 
nine thousand dollars per annum, as a compensa- 
tion for all his personal services and expenses ; 
nor to any Chargé des Affaires, a greater sum 
than at the rate of four thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his 
personal services and expenses ; nor to the secre- 
tary of any Legation or Embassy to any foreign 
country, or secretary of any Minister Plenipo- 
lentiary, @ greater sum than at the rate of two 
thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation 
for all his personal services and expenses; nor to 


| any Consul who shall be appointed to reside at 


Algiers, a greater sum than at the rate of four 
thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation 
for all his personal services and expenses; nor 
toany other Consul who shall be appointed to 
reside at any other of the States on the coast of 
Barbary, a greater sum than at the rate of two 


thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation 


for all his personal services and expenses; nor 


_ shall there be appointed more than one Consul 
| for any one of the said States: Provided, It shall 


be lawful for the President of the United States 
to allow to a Minister Plenipotentiary or Chargé 
des Affaires, on going from the United Statesto any 
foreign country, an outfit, which shall in no case 
exceed one year’s full salary of such Minister or 


an des Affaires; but no Consul shall be al- 


lowed an outfit in any case whatever, any usage 
or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enucted, That, to 
entitle any Chargé des Affaires, or secretary to 
any Legation or Embassy to any foreign coun- 
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shall respectively be appointed by the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate; but, in the recess of the 
Senate, the President is hereby authorized to 
make such appointments, which shall be submit- 
ted to the Senate at the next session thereafter, 
for their advice and consent ; and no compensa- 
tion shall be allowed to any Chargé des Affaires, 
or any of the secretaries hereinbefore described, 
who shall not be appointed as aforesaid: Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to authorize any appointment of a sec- 
retary to any Chargé des Affaires, or to any Con- 
sul residing on the Barbary coast, or to sanction 


‘any claim against the United States for expense 


incident to the same, any usage or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That where 
any sum or sums of money shall be drawn from 
the Treasury, under any law making appropria- 
tion for the contingent expenses of intercourse 
between the United States and foreign nations, 
the President shall be and he hereby is author- 
ized to cause the same to be duly settled, annu- 
ally, with the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
in the manner following, that is to say: By caus- 
ing the same to be accounted for specially in all 
instances wherein the expenditure thereof may 
in his judgment be made public, and by making 
a certificate of the amount of such expenditures 
as he may think it advisable not to specify, and 
every such certificate shall be deemed a sufficient 
voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed 
to have been expended. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That itshall 
not be lawful for the Consuls of the United States, 
residing on the Barbary coast, or either of them, 
to expend or to disburse or pay, or caused to be 
paid, for any purpose or on any pretence what- 
ever, not authorized by law, to any one of the 
Barbary Powers, or to the officers or subjects 
thereof, a greater sum than three thousand dol- 
lars in any one year, with intent to charge the 
United States with the same, without first ob- 
taining a special approbation in writing, from the 
President of the United States, for that purpose. 
And every such Consul who shall, after notice of 
this act, expend or disburse, or pay or cause to be 
paid for any purpose or any pretence whatever, 
not authorized by law, to any one of the Bar- 
bary Powers, or to the officers or subjects there- 
of, a greater sum than three thousand dollars in 
any one year, or shall be aiding or assisting there- 
in, without first obtaining the approbation of the 
President as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay to the 
Treasury of the United States a sum equal to 
one half his yearly compensation; and shall, 
moreover, stand charged with and be accountable 
for all moneys so disbursed or paid, contrary to 
the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of November next, no 
Consul of the United States, residing on the Bar- 
bary coast, shall own, in whole or in part, any 


| try, or secretary of any Minister Plenipotentiary, | ship or vessel, to be concerned directly or indi- 


to the compensation hereinbefore provided, they! rectly in the exportation from, or importation to, 
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any of the States on the coast of Barbary, of any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, on penalty that 
every Consul so offending, and being thereof con- 
victed, shall for every offence forfeit a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Consuls residing on the Bar- 
bary coast to transmit to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, annually, an account of all moneys re- 
ceived, and of all disbursements or expenditures 
made by them, respectively, for or on account of 
the United States, and the particular purpose to 
which the moneys have been applied, and the 
vouchers to support the same: and the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall transmit to Congress, 
within two months after the commencement of 
the first session thereof, in every year, a state- 
ment of all the moneys disbursed from the Trea- 
sury of the United States, for expenses of inter- 
course with the Barbary Powers during the 
preceding — therein noting, as far as can be 
ascertained at the Treasury, the sums received 
by the agents or Consuls, and the purposes to 
which the same have been applied. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the act, 
entitled “An act in addition to the law of the 
United States concerning Consulsand Vice Con- 
suls,” approved July sixth, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-seven, and the act, entitled 
“An act to ascertain the compensation of public 
Ministers,” approved May the tenth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred, be and the same are hereby 
repealed.— Approved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act in addition to an act, entitled “An act con- 
cerning the Library for the use of both Houses of 
Congress.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
Senate and Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, for the time being, be and they are hereby 
authorized to grant the use of the books in the 
Library of Congress, to the agent of the joint 
committee of Congress appointed in relation to 
the Library, on the same terms, conditions, and 
restrictions, as members of Congress are allowed 
to use said books, anything contained in any for- 
mer law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act authorizing a loan of money, for a sum not 
exceeding the amount of the principal of the public 
debt, reimbursable during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and ten. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby empowered to 
borrow, on the eredit of the United States,a sum 
not exceeding the amount of the principal of the 
public debt, which will be reimbursed, according 
to law, during the present year, by the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, at a rate of interest 
payable quarter yearly, not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, and reimbursable at the pleas- 
ure of the United States, or at such period as may 
be stipulated by contract, not exceeding six years, 
from the first day of January next; to be applied, 
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in addition to the moneys now in the Treasy, 
or which may be received therein from othe, 
sources during the present year, to defray any of 
the public expenses which are, or may be autho. 
ized by law. The stock thereby created, shqj 
be transferable in the same manner as is provide, 
by law for the transfer of the funded debt, |, 
shall be lawful for the Bank of the United Stat, 
to lend the said sum or any part thereof; ang j; 
is further hereby declared, that it shall be deem 
a good execution of the said power to borrow, fy 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approty. 
tion of the President of the United States, ;, 
cause to be constituted certificates of stock, sign. 
ed by the Register of the Treasury, or by acon. 
missioner of loans, for the sum to be borrowed 
or for any part thereof, bearing an interest of siz 

er cent. per annum, transferable and reimbursa. 

le as aforesaid ; and to cause the said certificate; 
of stock to besold: Provided, That no such stock 
be sold under par. 

Sse, 2. reer be it further enacted, That th: 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized, with the approbation of the Presiden; 
of the United States, to give the preference, iy 
the subscriptions which may be made to the loa 
authorized by this act, to the holders of the ex. 
changed six per cent. stock, created by virtue o/ 
the second section of the act passed on the eley- 
enth day of February, one thousand eight hun. 
dred and seven, foran amount not exceeding, fo; 
each such stockholder, the amount of the sai 
exchanged six per cent. stock held by him at the 
time of subscribing as aforesaid: Provided 
That the holders of the said stock, who may te 
desirous to subscribe to the said loan, shail notify 
the same in the manner and within the time 
be designated by public notice, for that purpose 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, with the ap. 
probation of the President of the United States: 
And provided, also, That the sum which may be 
thus borrowed from the holders of the said ex- 
changed six per cent. stock shall be reimbursable 
at the pleasure of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the funds constituting the annual appropriation 
of eight millions of dollars for the payment of the 

rincipal and interest of the public debt of the 

nited States, as may be wanted for that pur 
pose, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the 
payment of the interest and for the reimburse- 
ment of the principal of the stoek, which may 
be created by virtue of this act. It shall accord: 
ingly be the duty of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, to cause to be applied and paid 
out of the said fund yearly, and every year, such 
sum and sums as may be annually wanted to dis 
charge the interest accruing on the said stock. 
and to reimburse the principal, as the same shal! 
become due, and may be discharged in conformi- 
ty with the terms of the loan; and they are fur- 
ther authorized to apply, from time to time, such 
sum or sums out of the said fund as they may 
think proper, toward redeeming by purchase, and 
at a price not above par, the principal of the sai( 
stock, or any part thereof. And the faith of the 
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United States is hereby pledged to establish suffi- 

cient revenues for making up any deficiency that 

may hereafter take place in the funds hereby ap- 

propriated for paying the said interest and prin- 

cipal sums, or any 0 them, in manner aforesaid. 
Approved, May 1, 1810. 





An Act to erect a light-house at the entrance of Scitu- 
ate harbor, a stone column on a spit of sand at the 
entrance into Boston harbor, and a beacon on Beach 
point near Plymouth harbor in the State of Massa- 
chusetts; a light at the entrance of Bayou St. John, 
into Lake Pontchartrain, and two lights on Lake 
Erie, and for beacons and buoys, near the entrance 
of Beverly harbor. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, on the cession of the 
jurisdiction of so much land on one of the points 
forming the entrance of Scituate harbor, in the 
State of Massachusetts, as the President of the 
United States shall deem sufficient and most 
proper for a light-house, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to provide by con- 
tract for building of a light-house of stone there- 
on, and placing it on the like establishment with 
other light-houses. The number and disposition 
of the lights shall be such as may distinguish it 
from those of others. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause to be erected a column of stone, asa beacon, 
on a spit of sand, extending from Light-House, or 
from the Great Brewster island, at the entrance 
of the harbor of Boston, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, of such form and dimensions as he shall 
deem necessary. And also to cause good and 
sufficient buoys and beacons to be placed, for the 
safety of navigation, at or near the entrance of 
the harbor of Beverly. in Massachusetts. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That one 
of the two beacons directed to be erected on the 
Stony Muscle Bed, near Plymouth Imrbor, in the 
State of Massachusetts, by an act which passed 
the seventeenth of March, eighteen hundred and 
eight, be and the same is hereby directed to» be 
erected on Beach point, near the said harbor of 
Plymouth. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized to cause to be erected and established, 
under proper regulations, such a light as he-shall 
deem proper and necessary, at or near the en- 
trance of Bayou St. John into Lake Pontchar- 
train, in the Territory of Orleans ; and such lights 
as he shall deem proper on or near Bird island, 
and on or near Presque Isle, in Lake Erie. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there 
be appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasu- 
ty of the United States, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the following sums of money to accomplish 
the purposes of this act, to wit: 

For the erection of a light-house, at the en- 
trance of Scituate harbor, four thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a stone column on a spit of 
sand, extending from Light-House island, at the 
entrance of Boston harbor, three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 


of Congress. 


And for the erection and establishment of a 
light at the entrance of Bayou St. John into Lake 
Pontchartrain, two thousand dollars. 

And for the erection and establishment of two 
lights on Lake Erie, one thousand six hundred 
dollars. 

Aud for beacons and buoys near the entrance 
of Beverly harbor, the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars.— Approved, May 1, 1810. 





RESOLUTION. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of — 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the expressions contained 
in the official letter of Francis J. Jackson, Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty 

| near the United States, dated the 23d day of Oc- 
| tober, 1809, and addressed to Mr. Smith, Secreta- 
ry of State, conveying the idea that the Execu- 
tive Government of the United States had a 
knowledge, that the arrangement lately made by 
Mr. Erskine, his predecessor, in behalf of his 
Government, with the Government of the United 
States, was entered into without competent pow- 
ers on the part of Mr. Erskine for that purpose, 
were highly indecorous and insolent: ‘That the 
repetition of the same intimation in his official 
letter dated the 4th of November, 1809, after he 
was apprized, by the asseveration of the Secretary 
of State, that he Executive Government had no 
such knowledge, and that if it had possessed such 
knowledge, such arrangement would not have 
been entered into on the part of the United States; 
| and after also being officially apprized, that such 
intimation was inadmissible, was still more inso- 
lent and affronting; and that in refusing to re- 
ceive any further communications from him, in 
consequence of these outrageous and premedi- 
tated insults, the Executive Government has 
manifested a just regard to its own dignity and 
honor, as well as to the character and interest of 
the American people: That the letter, signed 
|Francis J. Jackson, headed “Circular,” dated 
13th November, 1809, and published and circu- 
lated through the country, is a still more direct 
and aggravated insult and affront to the Ameri- 
can people and their Government, as it is evi- 
dently an insidious attempt to excite their resent- 
ments and distrusts against their own Govern- 
ment, by appealing to them, through false or 
fallacious disguises, against some of its acts ; and 
to excite resentments and divisions amongst the 
people themselves, which can only be dishonora- 
ble to their own characters and ruinous to their 
own interests: And the Congress of the United 
| States do hereby solemnly pledge themselves to 
| the American people, and to the world, to stand 
by and support the Executive Government in its 
| refusal to receive any further communications 
| from the said Francis J. Jackson, and to call into 
| action the whole force of the nation. if it should 
| become necessary, in consequence of the conduct 
' of the Executive Government in this respect, to 
| repel such insults, and to assert and maintain the 
rights, the honor, and the interests of the United 
States.—Approved, January 12, 1810. 





